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As there are ſome people who cannot read, without makin applica- | 'S 


1 0 tions of the vicious and ludicrous characters they meet with in works 
of this kind, T declare, to theſe evil-minded readers, that they will be to 
blame, if they apply any of the pictures drawn in this book. I 7 110 


own, that my purpoſe is, to repreſent life as we find it j but God forbi 


that I ould undertake to delineate any man in particular l Let no rea- | 


der, therefore, aſſume to himſelf that which as properly belongs to others; 


leſt, as Phædrus obſerves, he makes an unlucky diſcovery of his own - 


character. Stulte nudabit azimi tonſezentiam. There are phyſicians in 


Caftile, as well as in France, whoſe practice conſiſts in evacuating their 
Patients a little too much; and the ſame vices and peculiarities of diſpo- 
tion, are to be ſeen every where, I confeſs, that 1 have not always ex- 
actly obſerved the manners of the Spaniards ; and thoſe who are acyuaint- -- 
ed with the diſorderly lives of the players at Madrid, may reproach me 


with having-deſcribed their irregularities with too much tenderneſs: but 


I thought it was necefſaty, to ſoften them a little, that they might be the 


more conformable to the manners of our own"country. +. , 
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GIL BLASTO THE READER. 


3 Gn reader, befare thau readeſt the hiſtory or my life, give 


_ Y 
han of 
* 
- 


- 


, 
*% 


away; while his gompanion, who was bleſſed with a greater ſhare of 
_ | metration, ſaid to himſelf, © There is certainly ſome myſtery in this af- 

fair: III ſtay, in order to- upriddle it? Accordingly, his comrade was 
no ſooner out of fight, than he began to dig with his knife all round the 
4% - tone; and ſucceeded ſo well, that he got it up, and found beneath it a 
F  leathern 2 containing an hundred ducats, and a card on which was 
| written | 


me leave to Entertain thee. with a ſhoxt Rory : A 
Two ſcholars, in their way fram Pennafiel to Salamanca, being thirſty 


and fatigved, fat down by a ſpring they met with on the road: there, 

while they reſted themſelves, after having quenched their thirſt, they per- 

. ceived, by accident, upon a ſtone that was even with the ſurface of the 
earth, ſome letters, already half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 

that came to, water at the fountain; having waſhed it, they read theſe - 
words in/the Caſtilian tongue; 4 ui t A enterrada el alma del Licenciado 


Pedro Garcias : Here is interred, the ſoul of the Licenciate Peter Gar- 


cias.“ The younger of the two ſtudents, being a pert coxcomb, no ſooner 
read this inſcription, than he cried with a loud laugh: A ore joke, 
© Yfaith! here is interred the ſoul—a ſoul interred 1. Who the 


vil. could 
© be. the author of ſuch a wiſe epitaph !* So ſaying, he got 1 went 
re of pe- 


e following ſentence, in Latin : . Whoſoever thou art, who haſt 
wit enough to diſcover the meaning of the inſcription, inherit my mo- 


7 


* 


- 


* 


© ney, and make a beiter uſe of it than I have done.“ The ſcholar, re- 


joiced at his good fortune, placed the ſtone in its former ſituation, and 
walked home to Salamanca, with the ſoul of the licenciate. 7 


* 
. 
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Of what complexion ſoever thou mayeſt be, friendly reader, thou wilt 
certainly reſemble one of thoſe two ſcholars ; for, if thou peruſeſt my ad- 
5. ventures, without perceiving the moral inſtructions they contain, thou wilt 
kreap no harveſt from thy labour; but, if thou readeſt with attention, thou 
vil ind in them, according to the precept of Horace, profit mingled with 


pleaſure. THE FR 
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0 A P. A 2 8 | ee, Aux me, 40 reads, taſk 2 
no leis wit to hum a to ms; for 1 
| Of the him and education of b Blas. in teachin me my. letzers, he. Dad re. 8 
father, Alas of San- courſe 40 is. madig, Nen be had al. 
rillane, atter having car- | a 3-0 neglected tos much I ; by 0 3 
ried arms many years in 8 anabled himſelf to read-  - 
the ſervice of the Spaniſh | dere viary without, Wannen 
| ; monarchy, retired to the cation he had never bee bite of 
don in which he wag y before. ne Had All the ind ation in 
1 born, where he choſe a wife among the og world, to inſtruct me inthe Lavin” *: x 
ſecond-rate citizens; who, though the | tongue alſo, becauſe it would have been b 
was no chicken, brought me into the } ſo much money ſaved to him: but, ates, 
world ten months after her marriage. | poor Gil Perez! he had never in kia life * 
They after wards removed 10 Oviedo, | underſtood the. rudiments of that n. 
where my. mother became a waiting- | guage, and was, perhaps, (but this I'do - 
woman, and my father ſquire to a lady* ; þ not vouch for certaiat ) the moſt _ Ae 
and as they had nothing but their wages rate canon of the . eee, ©; 
to depend upon, 1 ſhould have run the | have been told, indeed, that he had-not - 1 
hazard of being very poorly educated, þ obtained his benefice by his erudition ; 7 
had it not been my good fortune to haue but owed it entirely to the gratiende a 85 
N e , whoſe name was | of ſome picus nuns, foe Wh he. had 
Gil Perez he was my mother's eldeſt þ acted the part ofs gealous commifiencr, 
pProther, as well as my godfather; a and dy . whoſe influence the order of . © 
little man, three feet 20 an half high, | priefthaod, bad been onen an lit | 
exceſſive fat, with his head ſunk de- | wit haut exammation. FOE 
_ tween hizy-ſhoulders;; other wiſe, an ha- He was, therefore, obliged t to ben 
gneſt prieſt, whole chief. care tus to live I ms ta the birch-of a-ſghoalwaſter, M 
well, that ie, to make good cheer; und accordingly ſent me to the houſe of Br. 
: ©, is living, which was no lean one, ur- Gad inen, who. was eſtegmed 4he mait - 
niſhed him with the means. expert logger in Oviedo. Ihn 2 5 
He carrieg me home to his houſe, ſo well under his inſtructions, that in "4s; 


hide an i infanf, and took the ch on five or fix. years, L 2 a little 
. my education; and I. app | Greek ; was a pretty good L aUn, +4 «il 
ſprigheiy, dba he SN . and ming 55 myſe\f aiſo to logick; Se. 


_ my genius. With this view, but. 


| ce: 1 was 6 . in 2 E 
8 me an baraboek, . unde | 
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N ſengefs, known or unknown, and pro- 
poſed arguments to them; and fome. 
SA es 


extravagant geſtures, 


meeting with Hibernian geniuſes, 
who were verv glad of the occaſion, it 
was a good jeſt to ſee us diſpute : by our 
mace, contor - 
tions, our eyes full of fury, and our 
mouths full of foam, one would have 
taken us for bedlamites, rather than 
philoſophers. | N 
By theſe means, however, I acquired 
the reputation of a great ſcholar, in 
town; a.circumſtance that pleaſed my | 
uncle extremely, as he foreſaw that I 
ſhould not be much longer an expence 
to him. Hark'e, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he 
to me one day ; * thou art no longer a 
child, and it is high time for a briſk 
© lad of ſeventeen, like thee, to puſh 


« thy fortune in the world: I am de- 


< termined to tend thee to Salamanca, 
« where, with ſuch genius and learning, 
© thou canſt- not fail of obtaining ſome 
© g6od poſt: thou ſhalt have ſome du- 


cats in thy pocket, to bear thy ex- 


© pences on the road; and I will give 
* thee my own mule,. which thou mayeſt 
© ſell at Salamanca for ten or twelve piſ- 
« toles, and live upon the money until 
thou ſhalt be ſettled to thy ſatisfac. 


-.< tion.? a 


. 
* 


. 


He could not have propoſed „ 
thing more agreeable to me; for I paſ- 
fionately longed to ſee the world: ne- 
vertheleſs, I had diſcretion enough to 
conceal my joy; and when the time of 
my departure arrived, affecting the moſt 


* lively ſorrow at leaving an uncle to 


whom 1-owed ſo many obligations ; the 
' honeſt man was melted, and gave me 


more money than he would have done, 
could he have ſeen to the bottom of my | 


heart. Before 1 ſet out, I went to rake 


leave of my father and mother, who en- 


riched me with advice: exhorted me 
pray to God for my uncle; to live 


- to 
inoffenſively ; to eſchew evil; and h 


all means, to refrain from ſtealing. Af- 


ter they had held forth a good while, 


to Penuaflor, maſter of my own con- 


they made me a preſent of their bleſ- 
ſing, which was all Lexpetted from them; 
and I, mounting my mule, bade adien 
W 
e 4.66 OMA . u. | 
his being grievouſly alarmed in his way 
27 Peinaflos : of W condutt in that town ; 
will an account of @ perſon who ſupped 
DEHOLD me then in the open 
ID field, clear of Oviedo, on the road 


— 


5 


* 


— — — 


— — | 


| 


— 


duct, of a' ſorry mule, and fo ood 
ducats, excluſive of ſome tial Nen ; 
I had ſtolen from my much honoured ' 
uncle, The firſt thing I] did, was to let 
my beaſt go at diſcretion, that is, very 
gently ; and throwing the bridle on her 
neck, I emptied by purſe into my hat, 


and amuſed myſelf in counting my mo- 


ney : my joy was exceſſive; and as I had 
never ſeen fo much caſh before, I han- 
dled and gazed at it with inſatiable de- 
light. 1 had reckoned it, perhaps, 
twenty times over, when, all of a ſudden, 
my mule raiſing her head, and pricking 
up her ears, ſtopped in the middle of 
the highway. Imagining ſhe was fright- 
ed at ſomething, 1 looked about to ſee 
what was the matter, and perceived upon 
the ground an «1d hat, turned up, with 
a roſary of great beads in it; at the fame - 
time, heard a lamentable voice pro- 
nounce theſe words: Mr. traveller, 
© for God's ſke, have pity on a poor 
* maimed ſoldier | drop, if you pleaſe 
© a few bits into the hat, and you ſhall 
* be rewarded in heaven.* I tarned 
my eyes immediately on the fide from 
whence the voice iſſued, and ſaw, at the 
root of a buſh, about twenty or thirty 
paces from me, a kind of ſoldier, who, 
upon two croſs ' ſticks, ſupported the 


barrel of a carbine, in my apprehenſion, 


longer than a pike, with which he ſeemed 
to take aim at me: at this apparition, 


which made me quake for the church's 


money, I ſtopped ſhort, and pocketing 
my ducats in a great hurry, took out 
ſome rials, approaching the hat, that was 
expoſed for the reception of the extorted 
charity, and dropped them into it, one 
after another, that the beggar might ſee 
how nobly I uſed him. He was ſatis. - 
fied with the bounty, and gave mea be- 
nediction for every kick I beſtowed on 
the tides of my mule, in order to get out 
of his reach; but the plaguy beaſt, re- 
gardleſs of my impatience, moved not a 
ſtep the faſter, having loſt the power ot 
galloping, by a long habit of carrying 
my uncle at her own leiſure. | 

J did not look upon this adventure 
as a very favourable omen for my jour- 


ſomething / ſtill: worſe, before I ſhould 


arrive at Salamanca; and could not help 


blaming my uncle's imprudence, for 
having neglected to put me under the 
direction of a carrier. This; to be ſure, 
was. what he ought. to have done; but 
he imagined that, by giving me his 
mule, my journey would be the leſs ex 


penſive; and he had more regard to 


4 
that con ion, than to the dangers * - 


| ney; I reflected that I might meet with - 


* 
1 


—— — — — U Sh 


- A might de expoſed to on the road. In 


order, therefore, to repair his miſma- 
nagement, 1 determined (as ſoon as 1 


- ſhould arrive at Pennaflor) to ſell the 


mule, and take the opportunity of a 
carrier from Aſtorga, from hence 1 
could tranſport myſelf to Salamanca 


by the ſame. convenience; for, although 
I had never been out of Oviedo, I was 


not ignorant of the names of the towns 


through which J muſt paſs, having in- 


formed myſelf of theſe things before I 
ſet out. | 

I arrived in ſafety at Pennaftor, and, 
halting at the gate of an inn that made 
a tolerable appearance, I no ſocner a- 


| lighted than the landlord came out, and 


ſtable; 


received me with great civility, he un- 
tied my portmanteau - with his own 
hands, and throwing it on his ſhoul- 
der/ conducted me into a room, while 
one of his ſervants led my mule into the 


talker of the Aſturies, and as ready to 
relate his own affairs, without being 
aſked, as to pry into thoſe of another, 
told me that his name was Andrew Cor- 
cuelo ; that he had ſerved many years 
in the king's army, in qualit | 

jeant ; and had quitted the ſe 
teen months ago, to marry a 1 
Caſtropol, who, (though ſhe was WMtle 
ſwarthy) knew. very well how to turn 
the penny. He ſaid a thouſand other 
things, which I could have. diſpenſed 


with the hearing of; but after having 


and what I was. 


made me his confidant, he thought he 
had a right to exact the ſame condeſcen- 
ſion from me; and accordingly aſked 
whence 1 came, whither 1 was going, 
I was obliged to an- 
ſwer, article by article; for he accom» 
panied every queſtion ae profound 

ow, and begged me to excuſe his curi- 
oſity with ſuch a reſpectful air, that I 


could nat refule to ſatisfy him iu every 


particular. 


.converſation with him, aud gave me 


occaſion to mention my deſign, and the 


reaſons I had for diſpoling of my mule, 


road; he recounted many diſmal ſtories 
of travellers, and I began to be v 


that I might take the oppor: unity of a 
carrier. He approveckof my intention, 
though net in a very ſuccinct manner; 
for he lepreſented all the troubleſome 
accidents that might befal me on the 


he would never have done: he conclud- 


ed at lengt 


he was acquainted with a * 
jockey who. would buy her- Ia 
him ne would oblige me in ſending for 


* 
. 
: 
= 
o * 


me, that if I had a mind to ſell my mule, 
oneſt 
ured 


La, 
* 


7 


a 


This inn-keeper, the greateſt. 


This engaged me in a long 


n, however, withtelling” 


_GIL'BLAS OR SANTILLAN E. 
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him; upon which he went in queſt of 


his man, whom he introduced to me as 
à per ſon of exceeding honeſty, and we 
went into the yard a 
my mule was produced, and paſſed and 
repaſſed before the jockey, whoexamin- 
ed her from head to foot, and did not 
fail to ſpeak-very diſadvantageouſly of 


\ faid in her praiſe ; but, however, had it 
been the pope's mule, he would have 
found ſome defects in her. He afſured 


him immediately, with great eagerneſs. 
It was not long before he returned with 


together, where 


me, that ſhe had all the faults a mule 


could have; and, to convince me of his 
veracity, Pn to the landlord, who, 
doubtleſs, had his reaſons for ſupport- 
ing his friend's aſſertions, | 
this dealer, with an air of indifterence, 
* how much money do you expect for 
© this wreiched animal?“ After the eulo- 
gium he had beſtowed on her, and the 


believed to b- a man of honeſty and un- 
derſtanding, 1 would have given my 
mule for nothing; and therefore told 
him 1 would rely on his integrity; bid- 
ding him appraiſe the beaſt in his on 
conſcience, and I wonld ſtand to the va- 
luation. Upon this he aſſumed the man 
of honour, and replied, that in engagin 

his con ſcience, I too him on the x. 


—_— 


—_ 


fide: in good foorh, that did not ſeem 
to be his (trong {ide ; for inſtead of van 


luing her at ten or twelve piſtoles, 
my uncle had done; he fixed the ri 
at three ducats, which l accepted * 
as much joy as if I had made an excet- 
: lent bargain. | | N 
After having ſo advantageouſly dif- 


ducted me to a carrier, who was to ſet 
out the next day for Aftorga. This 
,muleteer let me know, that 
depart before day break, and Promiſed 
to awake me in time, after we had a- 


b 


ire of a mule as for my board on the 


tied between us, I returned to the inn 
with Corcuelo, ho, by the way, be- 


going''o ſtupify ve again with intolera- 
ble loquacity, when, luckily for me. a 


man of pretty good appearance prevent- 


Well, ſaid 


road; and when every thing was fet-. 


her. '-I own there was not much to be 


atteſtation of Signior Corcuelo, whom T + 


poſed: of my - mule, the landlord con- 
woiftd ' 
reed upon the price, as well for the 
an to recount the carrier's hiſtory; - | 


e told me every circumſtance” of his 
character in town; and, in ſhort, was 1 


— 


ed my misfortune, by accoſting him with 


great civility. I Jeſt them together, 


and went on, with ut ſuſpecting that . 


had the leaſt roncern in their converſa- 


of © N a 


| inn, 1 
called 


5 


tion. When I arrived at the 


} 
. on 
[1 
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do! Is it poſſible that you are that 


in his former ſtrain; © we keepa regiſter 


© Have been the du 


and vanity made me judge quite other- 
- wile; my admirer appeared to me ſo 
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called for . and it being a mea- 
gre day, was fain to put 4 with eggs; 
Which while they got ready, I made 
up to my landlady, whom I had nat ſeen 
before : ſheappeared handſome enough, 
and withal ſo ſprightly and gay, that I 
ſhould have concluded (even it her huſ- 
band had not told me fo) that her houſe 
- was pretty well frequented. When the 
amlet I had beſpoke was ready, I fat 
down to table by myſelf; and had not 
yet ſwallowed the firſt morſel when the 
ndlord came in, followed by the man 
who had ſtopped him in the ſtreet. 
This cavalier, who wore a long ſword, 
and ſeemed to be about thirty years of 
age, advanced towards me with aneager 
air, ſaying, Mr. Student, I am in- 
formed that you are that Signior Gil 
« Blas of Santillane, :who is the link 
* of philofophy and ornament of Ovie- 


* mirrour of learning, that ſublime ge- 
© njus, whofe reputation is ſo great in 
this country ?—-You know not,” con- 
tinued he, addreſſing himſelf to the inn- 
keeper and his wife, you know not 
* what you poſſeſs} You have a treafure 
© in your houſe! Behold, in this young- 
* gentleman, the eighth wonder of the 
world!“ Then turning to me, and 
throwing his arms about my neck, 
© Forgive,” cried he, © my tranſports! 
© I cannot contain the joy that your pre- 
© fence creates! 
I could not anſwer for ſome time, be- 
Cauſe he locked me ſo cloſe in. his arms, 
that I was almoſt ſuffocated for want of 
breath ; and it was not till I had difen- 
aged my head from his embrace, that 
2 Sig nior Cavalier, I did not 
think my name was known at Penna- 
« flor.'—" Howl known!* reſumed he, 


© af all the celebrated names within 
© twenFMeagues of us: you, in particu- 
© lar, are looked upon as a prodigy ; 
and 1 don't at all doubt, that Spain 
* will one day be as proud of you, as 
Greece was of her Seven Sages.* Theſe 
words were followed by a freſh hug; 
which I was enforced to endure, though 
at the riſk of ſtrangulation. With the 
little experience I had, I ought not to 
of his profefſions 
and-hyperbolical con#liments : Iought 
to have known, by his extravagant flat- 
tery, that he was one of thoſe paraſites 
which abound in every town, and who, 
when -a ſtranger arrives, introduce 
themſelves to him, in order to fill their 
bellies at his expence : but my youth 


much of a gentleman, that I invited htm 
to take a mare of my fupper. * Ay, 
© with all my ſoul;“ cried he, I am 
too muchobliged to my kind ſtars, for 
© having thrown me in the way of the 
© illuſtrious Gil Blas, not to enjoy my 
good fortune as long as I can! I have 
no great appetite,” purſued he, but 1 
* will fit down to bear you company, 
and eat a mouthful, purely out of com- 
* plaiſance,? g | 
So faying, my panegyriſt took his 
place r ght over-againſt me; and, a 
cover being laid for him, attacked the 
amlet as voracioufly as if he had faſted 
three whole days: by his complaiſant 
beginning, I foreſaw that our diſh 
would not laſt long, and therefore or- 
dered a ſecond; which: they dreſſed 
with ſuch diſpatch, that it was ſerved 
juſt as'we—or rather he—had made an 
end of the firſt. He proceeded on this 
with the ſame vigour; and found means, 
without loſing one ftroke of his teeth, 
tooverwhelm me with praiſes turing the 
whole repaſt, which made me very we'l 
pleaſed with my ſweet ſelf. He drank 
in proportion to his eating ; ſometimes 
bealth, ſometimes to that of my 
| * mother; whoſe happineſo, 
I g ſuch a ſon as 'me, he could 
noFenough admire. All the while he 
| plied me with wine, and inliſted upon 
my doing him juſtice, while I toaſted 


— 


_ 


2 


health for health; a circumſtance u hich, 


together with his intoxicating flattery, 
ut me into ſuch good humour, that 
eeing our ſecond anilet half devoured, 
I aſked the landlord, if he had no fiſh, 
in the houſe. Signior Corcuelo, who, 
in all hkelihood, had a fellow- feeling 
with the paraſite, replied, « I have a 
| © delicate trout, but thoſe who eat it 
* muſt pay for the ſavee :—tis a bit too 
« dainty for your palate, I doubt.'— 
What do you call too dainty?” faid 
the ſycophant, raiſing his voice ;? you're 
© a wiſe-acre, indeed! know, that there 
© is nothing in this houſe too good for 
* Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, whede- 
* ſerves to be entertained liꝶe a'prince!* ; | 
I was pleaſed ut his laying bold of the 
landlord's laſt words, in which he pre- 
| vented me; who, finding myſelf offend- 
ed ſaid, with an air of difdain, * Pro- 
* duce this trout of yours, Gafter Cor- 
. *cuelo, and give yourſelf no trouble 
about the conſequence.* This was 
what the inn-keeper wanted : he got it 
ready, and ſerved it up in a trice. At 
fght of this new diſh, 1 could perceive 
the paraſite's eye ſparkle with joy; 


and he renewed that complaifance— 
Imean for the fiſn- which he had al- 
on © _ ready: 


; very throat; having, therefore, eaten 
an he 


_ © without 


__ © imple Gil Blas! go hang thyſelf, for 


_ I locked myſelf in my chamber, and 
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ready ſhewn for the eggs. Atlaſt, how- 
ever, he was obliged to give out, for 
fear of accident; being crammed to the 


drank his bel{yful, he thoug pro- 
per to conclude the farce, by ring from 
table, and accoſtiag me in theſe words: 
© Signior Gil Blas, I am too well ſatis- 
© fied with your good cheer to leave you, 
offering an important advice, 
© which you ſeem to have great occaſion. 
© for ; henceforth beware of praiſe, and 
« be upon your gua inſt every body 
you do not. - Yow meet 
„with other people inclined. to divert 
©theraſelves with your er 
perhaps, to puſh things ſtill, farther; 
«Git don't be duped again, nor believe 
« yourſelf. (mough they. ſhould ſwear it) 
© the eighth wonder of the world.“ So 
faying, he laughed in my face, and ſtalk - 
ed away. I wasas much affected by this 


bite, as 1 have ſince been by misfortunes | 
of far greater conſequence. 


could 
not forgive myſelf, for having, been ſo 
grofaly impoſed upon; or rather, I was 

ocked to find my pride fo humbled: 
© How?” ſaid Ito myſelf, * has the trai- 
tor, then, made a jeſt of me? His de. 
© fign. in accoſting my landlord-1a the 
, leet, was only to pump him; or per- 
haps they underſtood one another! Ah, 


* ſhame, for having given ſuch raſcals an 
© opportunity of turning thee into ridi- 
* cule! 1 ſuppoſe they'll trump up a 
© fine ftory of this affair, which will 
© reach Oviedo, and, doubtleſs, do thee 
a great deal af honour ; and make thy 
parents repent their having thrown 
away ſo much good counſel on an aſs. 
© Inſtead of exhorting me not to wrong 
© any body, they ought to have cautioned” 
* me againſt the knavery of the world!” 
Chagrined with theſe mortifying reflec- 
tions, and inflamed with reſentment; 


went to bed: where, however, I did not 
ſleep; fe, before I could cloſe my eyes; 
the carrier came to let me know he was 
ready to ſet out, and only waited for m 


1 got up inſtantly ; and while I put onn_ 


my cloaths, Corcuelo brought me a 


im which, Faſſureyou, the trout Was | 


forgotten: and I was obliged not only | 


to gratify his exorbitancey bat 1 


ſo:the.mortification to perceive, hi 
counted the money, that the ſarcaliol}* 


lnave remembered my adventure. After 
having perry for a-ſupper which I 
had ſo ill digeſted, I went to the muleteer 


ulity, and 


Of the carriers tem dn on chevoad nf 
ft ns Gi Blas in at- 


© GH 
| ping i get fie gfe 


Fell into the fre. | 

1 Was not the only perſon who tra- 
1 velled- with the carrier, there being 
in company two children belonging to 
a gentleman af Pennaflor, alittle ſtroll- 
ing ballad-ſinger of Mondoneds;. and a 
ung tradeſman of. Aito who was 
inging honie a girl whom he had ma- 
ried at Verco, Wo became acquainted 
with one another preſently ; and every 
one, in a very ſhort time, told whetice 
he came, and whither he was going. 
The new-marned lady was fo' "26d 
and tawny, that I had no great pleaſure” _ 
in looking at her; but her youth and 
plumpnels had a different. effect upon 
the carrier, who reſolved to make an 
attempt upon her inchnations: he ſpent” 
the whole day in projecting this noble 
defign, the execution of which he de- 
ferred until we ſhould arrive at our laſt 
ftage, which happened to be at Caca- 
belos. He accordingly made us alight at 
the firſt inn we came to, a houſe ſituuted 
rather in the country than the town, the 
landlordof which he knew to be a com- 
plaiſant and diſcreet 2 He took 
care to have vs conducted into a remote 
apartment, where he allowed us to ſup 
in tranquillity ; but when our meal was 
ended, he entered with à furious look, 
crying, Blood and oons! I am robbed 
© of one hundted piſtoles, which I hac 
© in a leathern bag, and I muſt find them 
immediately; otherwiſe I will apply 

© to the magiſtrate of the place, who is 
no joker in theſe matters, and have 
you all put te the rack, till ſuch time 
as you confeſs the crime, and reſtore 
the money.“ Having pronounced. theſe 
dreadfut words with a very naturab air, 
he went out leaving us all in theutmoſt 
conſternatibn. 7 
As we were ſtrangers to each other, 
none of us had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
e; for my own part; I ſuſpected that 

r ballad finger had: dene the 

and, perhaps; he had the ſame”. 
of me. Beſides, we wereialt raw 
utterly ignorant of the formali. 
uſed in ſuch cafes, and believed in 
earneſt, that the proceſs would be 
begun by putting us all to the torture. 
Giviag way, therefore, to our fear, we 
evacuated the room in a great hurry, 
ſome running into the ſtrest, others. fly- 


| 


* 


with my Bags, wiſhing the paraſite,. the ing into the garden, and every ont be- 
inn-keeper, and his inn, av the devil, | aki 


ng. himſclt to his heels for ſafety. 
| 5 Among 


5 


i officer and his 
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Among tlie reſt, the young tradeſman 
of Aſtorga, as much ſcared as any of 
us at the thoughts of the torture, made 
his eſcape, Ike another Aneas, without 
incommoding himſelf with his wife. It 
was then that the carrier, (as 1 have 
ſince learned) more incontinent than his 
muſes, and overjoyed to. fee his ſtrata- 

m ſucceed according to his expecta- 
tion, went to the bride, boaſted of his 
own ingenuity, and endeavoured to pro- 


fit by the occaſion : but this Lugrece 


of the Aſturies, to whom the villainous 
aſpect of her tempter lent new ſtrength, 
made a vigorous reſiſtance, and ſcreamed 
moſt powerfully. The patrote, which 
happened at that inſtant to paſs by the 
houſe that they knew deſerved their at- 
tention, went in, and demanded the rea- 


fon of thoſe cries : vpon which the 


landlord, who fat ſinging in the kitchen, 
and pretended to know nothing of the 
matter, was obliged to conduct the 
uard into the chamber 
of the perſon who made the noiſe. They 
arrived very ſeaſonably, the chaſte Aſtu- 


rian being quite exhauſted ; and the 


commander (who was none of the moſt 
delicate people in the world) perceiving 
what was the matter, gave the amorous 
muleteer a wooden ſalutation with the 
handle of his halbert, addreſſing him at 
the ſame time in terms as inconſiſtent 
with modeſty as the action that ſug- 
geſted them. This was not all: he ap- 

rehended the criminal, and carried him 
before the judge, together with his ac- 
cuſer ; who, notwithſtanding. her diſ- 
order, would have gane of herſelf to 
crave juſtice for the outrage that was 
committed upon her. The magiſtrate 
havingheard, and attentively conſidered 


the cauſe, found the defendant guilty ; 


cauſed him to be ſtripped and ſcourged 
in his preſence ; and ordered that, if the 
huſband of the plaintiff ſhould not ap- 
pear before next day, ſhe ſhould be 


_ eſcorted to Aſtorga by two horſemen, at 


the charge of the delinquent, 

As for me, more terrified, perhaps, 
than the reſt, 'I got into the countgy 
and croſſing 1 don't know how 


fields and heaths, and leaping all the 


. 


juſt going into it, with a view of con 


ditches I found in my way, I arrive 
laſt at the border of a wood, and 


cealing myſelf in ſome thicket, when 


all of a ſudden, two men on horſeback 


appeared before me, and called, Who 
goes there?“ As my ſurprize hindered 
me from making immediate anſwer, they 


advanced; and each clapping a piſtol to 


my throat, commanded ine to tell who 


| 


— 


W. 


| 


| 


— 


I was, whence 1 came, my buſineſs in 
the foreſt, and, above all things, to hide 
nothing from them. To theſe interro- 
gations, the manner of which ſeemed to 
me equal to the rack with which the car. 
rier had threatened us, I replied, that 1 
wasa lad of Oviedo, going to Salamanca ; 
recounted the alarm we had undergone, 


and confeſſed, that the fear of being put 


to the torture had induced me to run 
away. They burſt out into a loud laugh 
at this diſcovery, which manifeſted the 
hmplicity of my heart; and one of them 


faid,,* Take courage, friend; come along 


* with us, and fear nothing : wewill put 
*thee in a place of ſafety.” So ſaying, 
he made me get up behind him, and 
then we retreated into the wood. 2 

Though I did not know what to make 
of this rencounter, I did not preſage 
any thing bad from it a! for,” ſaid 1 to 
myſelf, *if theſe people were thieves, 


„they would have robbed, and perhaps 


+ murdered me, at once: they muſt cer- 
* tainly be honeſt gentlemen, who live 
* hard by, and who, ſeeing me in a pa- 
« nick, have pity on my condition, and 
carry me home with them out of cha- 
* rity.* But I did not long remain in 
ſuſpence ; for, after ſeveral windings, 
and turnings, which we performed in 
-_ hlence, we came to the foot of a 
ill, where we alighted ; and one of 
the horſemen ſaid to me, This is our 
« dwelling-place.* I looked around, but 
could perceive neither houſe, hut, nor 
the leaſt appearance of any habitation ;_ 
nevertheleſs, theſe two men lifted up a 
huge wooden trap-door, covered with 
earth and brambles, which concealed 
the entrance of a long ſhelving paſſage _ 
under ground, into which the horſes 
went of themſelves, like beaſts that were 
nled to it; whale: the cavaliers, taking 
the ſame path, made me follow. them ; 
then lowering the cover, with cords faſ- _ 


| tened to the inſide for that purpoſe, be- 


hold the worthy kinſman of my uncle 
Perez caught like a mouſe in a trap! 


deſcription of the ſubterranean habita- 
, and of what Gil Blas obſerved: 
| Fin. | . | 
8 g . 1 
_ diſcovered my ſituation, and 
any one may eaſily believe that this 
diſcovery effectually diſpelled my former 
fear: a terror more mighty, and better 
founded, took poſſeſſion of my foul !'I 
laid my account with loſing my life as 
well as my ducats; and looking upon 
myſelf as a victim led to the altar,” 
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walked (more dead than alive) ee 


my two conductors, who, feeling 1 
tremble, exhorted me in vain to fe 


* 9 
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PAY Zarried me into a cellar, where T 
- Vs * infinite number of bottles and 


1 


„ * l corked, which, he told me, 


nothing. When we had gone about two Y > Se Filled with excellent wine. He af- 


hundred paces, turning and deſcending 
all the way, we entered into a ſtable, 
lighted by two great iron lamps hanging 
from the arch — Here I ſaw plenty 
of ſtraw, and a good many caſks full of 
provender : there was room enough for 
twenty horſes ; but at that time there 
were only the two that we brought along 
with us, which an old negro, who ſeem- 
ed vigorous for his years, was tying io a 
rack. We went out of the ſtable, and 
by the diſmal glimmer of ſome lamps, 
that ſeemed to enlighten the place only 
to ſhew the horrors of it, came to a 
kitchen, where an old cook-maid was 
buſy in broiling ſteaks, and providing 
for ſupper, The kitchen was adorned 
with all neceſſary utenſils ; and hard by, 
there was a larder ſtored with all ſorts 
of proviſions. The cook (for I muſt 
draw her picture) was a perſon ſome- 
what turned of ſixty: in her youth the 
hair of her head had been red as a car- 
rot; for time had not as yet ſo much 
bleached it, but that one might ſtill per- 
ceive fome ſhades of it's primitive co- 
lour: ſhe had an olive complexion, a 
chin pointed and prominent, with lips 
fallen in, a huge aquiline noſe that 
hung over her mouth, and eyes that 
flamed in purple. 

Well, dame Leonarda,* ſaid one of 
the gentlemen, preſenting me to this 
fair angel of darkneſs, here's a young 
* man we have brought for you.* Then 
turning to me, and obſerving me pale 
and dilinayed, Friend,“ ſaid he, ba- 
niſh thy tear ; we will dothee no harm. 
© Having occaſion for a ſervant to afliſt 
* our cvok-maid, we met with thee, and 


1 


* happy it is for thee we did: thou ſhalt 


here ſupply the place of a young fel- 
© low, who ſet himſelf die about fifteen 
days ago: he was a lad of a very deli- 
* Cate Complexion; but thou ſeemeſt to 
© be more robuſt, and wilt not dic ſo 


* {von : indeed, thou wilt never fee the. 


light of the ſun again; but in lieu of 


* that, thou ſhalt have good cheer, and 
* a roizing fire. Thou ſhalt pals thy 


time with Leonarda, who is a very: 


* gentle creature, and enjoy all thy lit- 
« tle conveniences. 
added he, *that thou haſt not got among 
* beggars.* With theſe words he took 
up a flambeau, and, bidding me follow 


I will ſhew thee,” 


i 


terwards made me. paſs through divers 
apartments, ſome of which contained 
bales of linen, others of ſilks and ſtuffs: 
in one I perceived gold and filver, and a 
great quantity of plate in different cup- 
boards. Then 1 followed him into a 
large hall, illuminated by three branches 
of copper, which alſo gave light to the 
rooms that communicated with it : here 
he put freſh queſtions to me; aſked my 
name, and reaſon for leaving Oviedo; 
and when I had ſatisfied his curioſity in 
theſe particulars, * Well, Gil Blas,“ faid 
he, * ſince thy delign in quitting the 
place of thy nativiy was to obtain 
* ſome good poſt, thou muſt certainly 
© have been born with a cawl upon thy 
© head, ſeeing thou haſt. fallen into our 
© hands. I nave already told thee, that 
© thou ſhalt live here in affluence, and 
roll upon gold and ſilver: nay, more, 
© thou ſhalt be ſafe ; for ſuch is the con- 
© trivance of this retreat, that the offi 
* ccrs of the holy brotherhood may come 
into the wood an hundred times with. 
© out diſcovering it. The entry is un- 
* known to every living ſoul, except me 
and my comrades : perhaps thou wilt 
* wonder how it could be executed 
without being perceived by the people 
in the neighbourhood ! Know, then, 
« my lad, that this is not a work of our 
hands, but was made many years ago; 
for, aſter the Moors had got poſſeſſion 
© of Grenada, Arragon, and almoſt the 
* whole of Spain, the chriſtians, rather 
© than ſubmut to the yoke of infidels, 
© fled, and concealed themſelves in this 
© country, in Biſcay, and in the Aſtu- 
© ries, Whither the valiant Don Pelagio 
« retired : fngitives, and diſperſed in 
© ſmall numbers, they lived in moun- 
© tains and woods ; ſome lurked in caves, 
and others contrived many ſubterra- 
nean abodes, of which number this is 
one. Having afterwards been ſo luck 

as to drive their enemies out of Spain, 
they returned into the towns; and, 
é ſince that time, their retreats have 
« ſerved for aſylums to people of our 
« profeſſion. It is true, indeed, the hol 

* brotherhood “ have difcovered and 
© deſtroyed ſome of them; but there 
are ſtill plenty remaining; and, thank 
© Heaven, I have lived here in ſafety 
« near fifteen years ; my name is Cap- 


The Holy Brotherhood in Spain, called /a, Santa Hermanded was formerly an aſſociation to 
ſuppreſs robbers, in times of civil commotion ; and at this day is an &ttabitſhment kept up through 
2!l the k ingdoms and provinces of Spain for the fame purpo:e, 
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© with five of the com 


pa ny, and he whom thon'ſaw | 
© me is one of my gang.“ 


CHAP, v. 


Of the arrival of more thieves in the ſubter- 
ranean habitation, and the agreeable con- 
verſation that paſſed among them. 


IGNIOR Rolando had ſcarce done 
ſpeaking, when x new faces appear- 

ed in the hall; theſe were the lieutenant 
. ny, who returned 
loaded with booty, which conſiſted of two 
hampers full of ſugar, cinnamon, pep- 
per, dried figs, almonds and raiſins. 
The lieutenant addreſſing himſelf to the 
captain, told him, that he had taken theſe 
hampers from a grocer of Benavento, 
whoſe mule he had alſo carried off. 


tut 


When he had given an account of his 


expedition to his ſuperior, the pillage of 
the grocer was ordered into the ſtore, 
and it was unanimouſly agreed to make 
merry. A table being covered in the 
reat hall, I was ſent back into the 
itchen, where dame Leonarda inſtruct- 


ed me in the nature of my office; and, 


ielding to neceſſity, (fince my cruel fate 

ad ſo ordained) I a 0% ge my ſor- 
row, and prepared myſelf for the ſervice 
of thoſe worthy gentlemen. 

My firſt eſſay was on the ſide- board, 
which I adorned with filver cups, and 
many ſtone bottles of that good wine 
which Signior Rolando praiſed ſo much. 
I afterwards brought in two ragouts, 


- which were no ſooner ſerved, than the 


whole company fat down to eat. They 
began with a good. appetite, while 1 
ſtood behind, ready to ſupply them with 
wine; and acquitted myſelf fo hand- 
ſomely, that I had the honour to be com- 
plimented upon my behaviour. The 
captain recounted my ſtory in a few 
words, which afforded a 
diverſion, and afterwards obſerved that 
I did not want merit : but I was at that 
time cured of my vanity, and could hear 


myſelf praiſed without danger. Not one 


of them was filent on the ſubject ; they 


" ſaid, 1 ſeemed born to be their cup- 


bearer ; that I was worth an hundred cf 
my predeceſſor ; and although dame Le- 
onarda (ſince his death) had been ho- 
noured with the office of preſenting nec- 
far to theſe infernal gods, they diveſted 


her of that glorious employment, in 


which they inſtalled , me, like a young 


SGanymede ſucceeding an ancient Hebe. 


4 


A great diſh of roaſt meat, ſerved u 
after the ragouts, finiſhed the repalt of 
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© tain Rolando: I am chief of the Sm. 


* 


| © years in the army; ſot 


4 


hoſe gormandizing thieves '; 


who, 


Arinking in proportion to their gluttony, 
ſoon became frolickſome, made a helliſh 


noiſe, and ſpoke all together : one be- 
gan a ſtory, another broke a jeft, a 
third ſhouted, a fourth ſung ; ſo that 
there was nothing but riot and confu- 
lion. At length Rolando, tired of a 
ſcene in which he was ſo little regarded, 
cned, (with a voice that ſilenced the 
whole company) Gentlemen, I have a 
* propoſal to make; inſtead of ſtunning 
* one another in this manner, by ſpeak- 
* ing all together, would it not be better 
© te entertain ourſelves like reaſonable 
* creatures ? There is a thought come 
into my head: ſince the time of our 
* alfociation, we have never had the cu- 
* riolity to know what families we are 
* derived from, and by what train of 
© adventures we have been ſeverally led 
to embrace this way of life; as theſe 
things ſeem worthy to be known, let 
* us, for our diverſion, communicate 
© them to one another.“ The lieutenant, 
and the reſt, as if rhey had ſomethin 
very entertaining to relate, embraced, 
with great demonſtrations of joy, the 
propoſal of their chief, who began his 
own hiſtory in theſe words, 
Gentlemen, you muſt know that 1 
© am the only ſon of a rich citizen of 
* Madrid; the day of my birth was 
celebrated in the family by vaſt re- 
joicings; my father pretty well ſtric ken 
in years, was ravithed at ſight of an 
* heir, and my mother undertook to 
© ſuckle me at her own breaſts; her 
* father, who was ſtill alive, was a good 
* old man, who meddled with nothing 
* but his beads, and recounted his own 
* warlike exploits, having been many 
Rat becoming 
* infenlibly the idol of theſe three per- 
© ſons, I was inceſſantly dandled in their 
arms. Leſt ſtudy ſhould fatigue me 
in my tender years, I was allowed to 
«* ſpend them in the moſt childiſh amuſe- 
ments; my father obſerving, that chil-. 
* dren ought not to apply ſeriouſly to 
* any thing, until time ſhould have ri- 
* pened the ui derſtanding. In expecta- 
tion of this maturity, I neither learned 
© to read nor write; but, nevertheleſs, 
* made good uſe of my time; for my 
* father taught me a thouſand different 
games: I became perfectly acquainted 
* with cards, was no ſtranger to dice ; 
and my grandfather filled my head 
« with romantick ſtories of the military 
* expeditions in which he had been con- 
cer ned. He ſung the ſame catches 
* over and over, and when I had got 
* ö c ten 
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ten or twelve lines by heart, by dint 


«© of hearing them repeated for three 


© months together, my memory became 


© a ſubject foradmiration to my parents, 
« who ſeemed no leſs ſatisfied with my 
_ When, profiting by the liberty 
* 


enjoyed of ſpeaking What came up- 


permoſt, I uſed to interrupt their diſ- 
* courſe with my nonſenſical prattle 


% Ahl what a charming creature it is!“ 


© would my father cry, (looking at me 
« with inexpreſſible delight) while my 
* mamma overwhelmed me with careſſes, 
and my old grandſire wept with joy. 1 
© committed, jn their preſence, the moſt 
* indecent actions with impunity: every 
thing was forgiven ; and, in ſhort, 
© they adored me. In the mean time, 
© having attained my twelfth year, with- 
out being put to ſchool, a maſter was 
© at length provided ; but he received 
« preciſe orders to inſtruct me without 
* uling any violence, being only permit- 
© ted to threaten me ſometimes, with a 
© yiew of inſpiring me with awe, This 
«* permiſſion had not the moſt ſalutary 
© effects upon me, who either laughed at 
© his menaces, or, with tears in my eyes, 
© went and complain any mother 
barbarity. It 
„was in vain tor, the Pr devil to deny 
© the accuſation j he was looked upon as 
© a tyrant, and my aſſertion believed, in 
© ſpite of his remonſ{trance. I happened 
one day to ſcraichMmyſAf; upon which, 


© {ſetting up my pipes, as if he had flayed | 


me, my mother came running in, and 


turned my maſter out of doors, though 


© he proteſted, and took Heaven tu wit- 
© neſs, that he had nvt touched my 
* (kin. 

Ia the ſame manner I got rid of all 
my preceptors, until ſuch an one as I 
wanted preſented himſelf: this was a 
© batchelor of Alcala; an excellent tutor 
for a perſon of faſhion's child | he 
© was a lover of play, women and wine, 
* conſequently the telt perſon in the 
* world for me. The firſt thing he ſet 
* about was, to gain my affection, in 
* which he ſucceeded ; and by theſe 
© means gained the love of my parents, 
* who. left me entirely to his manage- 
* ment : indeed, they had ng cauſe to. 
©* repent of their confidence; for, in a 
* very little time, he made me pertect 
in the knowledge of the world. By 
* dint of carrying me along with him, 


© to the places he frequented, I imbibed 


© his taſte ſo well, that, except in Latin, 
I became an univerſal proficient; and 


hen I found I had no farther occa- 


1 


£ 


| 


— 


| 


© fron for his inſtructions, he went to 
© offer them-elſewhere. 
If, — 4 — childhood, I had 
lived pretty free Y, it was quite ano- 
ther thing when I became maſter of 
* my own actions: I every moment ridi- 
* culed my parents, who did-nothing but 
* laugh at my ſallies, which were the 
more agreeable, the more inſolence 
© they contained. Mean while, I com- 
© mitted all kinds of debauchery, in the 
* company of other young men of the 
* ſame difpoſition ; and as our parents 
did not ſupply us with _— ſufficient 
© to ſupport ſuch a delicious life, every 
* one pilfered what he could, at his own 
nome; but that being alſo inſufficient, 
we began to rob in the dark; when, 
* unfortunately, the corregidore got no- 
* tice of us, and would have cauſed us 
to be apprehended, had we not been 
© informed of his treacherous deſigh : 
upon which we conſulted our ſafety in 
* flight, and transferred the ſcene of our 
* exploits to the highway. Since which 
time, gentlemen, God has given me 
© grace to grow old in my profeſſion, 
in ſpite of the dangers to which it is 
© expoſed.” 
Here the captain left off ſpeaking ; 
and the lieutenant, taking his turn, be- 
gan with—* Gentlemen, an education 
* quite oppolite to that of Signior Ro- 
© lando has, nevertheleſs, produced the 
© ſame effect. My father was a butcher 
© of Toledo, reckoned the greateſt brute 
© in the whale city, nor was my mother's 
* diſpoſition much more gentle. While 
© | was a child, — whipped me as if 
© it had been through emulation, at the 
© rate of a thunſand ftripes a day : the 
© leaſt fault 1 committed was attended 
* with the moſt ſevere chaſtiſement ; and 
© it was in vain for me to aſk pardon, 
« with rears in my eyes, and proteſt that 
© 1 was forry for what I had done; far 
from being forgiven, I was often 
$ puniſhed without à cauſe: while my 
. . belaboured me, my mother. 
(as if he had not exerted himſelf) 
© inſtead of interceding fur her child; 
frequently came to his aſſiſtance. This 
© treatment inſpired me with ſuch aver- 
* fion tor my paternal hahitation, that I 
© ran away before 1 had attained my 
* fourteenth vear; and taking the road 
* of Arragon, went to Saragoſſa, ſub+ 
© fiſting on charity by the way. There 
* I conſorted with beggars, who led a 


© pretty comfortable life; they taught 
me to counterfeit blindneſs, to» appear 

lame, and afflict my limbs with fictitious 
183 ulcers, 
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N nlcers, &c. In the morning (like 
players, who diſguiſe themſelves in or- 
der to appear upon the ſtage) we pre- 
pared ourſelves for the different parts 
we intended to act, and every one ran 
to his poſt: in the evening we met 
again, and enjoyed ourſelves all night, 
at the expence of thoſe who had com- 
paſſion on us in the day. Tired, how- 
ever, of living among thoſe wretches, 
and ambitious of appearing in a higher 
* ſphere, I aſſociated myſelf with ſome 
knights of the poſt, who taught me a 
* great many ſtratagems ; but we were, 
ia a very ſhort time, obliged to quit Sa- 
ragoſſa, having quarrelled with a cer- 


© tain juſtice, whoſe protection we had 


* enjoyed, Every one took his own 
* courſe; for my own part, I engaged 
* myſelf in a company of brave fel- 
© lows, who put travellers under con- 
* tribution ; and liked their manner of 
© living ſo well, that hitherto I have 
never felt the leaſt inclination to ſeek 
© another. I am, therefore, gentlemen, 
* very much obliged to the barbarity 
* of my parents; for had they treated 
me alittle leſs ſavagely, inſtead of be- 
© ing an honourable lieutenant, I ſhould 
have been, doubtleſs, at this day, a 
s miſerable butcher.” 

The next that ſpoke was a young 
thief ; who, fitting between the cap- 
tain and lieutenant, ſaid, * Gentlemen, 
the ſtories we have heard are neither 
* ſocomplicated, nor ſo curious as mine : 
J owe my being to a peaſant's wile, 


£ who lived in the neighbourhood of Se- 


© ville: three weeks after ſhe had 
© brought me into the world, (being itill 
© young, handſome, and healthy) it was 
£ propoſed to her, to nurſe a man of qua- 
« lity's only ſon, lately born in Seville : 
c this propoſal my mother cheertully 
© accepted, and went to fetch the child; 
£ which being committed to her care, ſhe 
© no ſooner brought it home to her 
* houſe, than perceiving ſome ſmall re- 
« ſemblance between us, ſhe was tempted 
£ to make me paſs for the infant of qua- 
© lity, in hopes that ſhe ſhould one day 
£ be well rewarded by me for that kind 
© office; my father, who was not more 
© ferupulous than his neighbours, ap- 
© proved of the deceit ; ſo that, after 
© having made us exchange our ſwadling- 
s cloaths, the fon of Don Rodrigo de 
Herrera was ſent to another nurſe un- 
der my name, and my mother ſuckled 
* me under his, 

6 pere, all the fine things 
t that are ſaid of inſtinft, and the force 
of blood, the little gentleman's pa- 
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rents ſwallowed the change with great 
* eaſe: they had not the leaſt ſuſpicion 
* of the trick that was played upon 
* them; for, till I was ſeven years old, 
* I ſcarce was ever out of their arms. 
Their intention being to make me a 
* complete cavalier, all ſorts of maſters 
* were provided; but I had no great in- 
* clination for the exerciſes I learned, 
and ftill leſs reliſh for the ſciences 
they explained; I loved much better 
* to game with the ſervants, for whoſe 
© company I frequented the kitchen and 
* ſtable : but play was not long my pre- 
dominant paſſion ; for before I was ſe- 
* venteen years of age, I got drunk 
* daily, ſeduced all the women in the 
* houſe, but attached myſelf chiefly to 
* the cook-maid, who ſeemed to merit 
* my principal regard: ſhe was a fat 
* jolly wench, whoſe pleaſantry and 
* ſleekneſs pleaſed me much; and I made 
* love to her with ſo little circumſpec- 
* tion, that Don Rodrigo himſelf per- 
* ceived it. He reprimanded me ſharp- 
* ly; reproached me with the baſeneſs of 
* my inclinations; and left the ſight ofthis 
* amiable object ſhould render his re- 
monſtrances ineffettual, turned my 
* princeſs out of doors. 

] was diſguſted at this piece of con- 
duct, for which I reſolved to be re- 
* venged: with this view, 1 flole his 
* lady's jewels, and running in queſt of 
* my fair Helen, who had retired to the 
© houſe of a waſher-woman of her ac- 
* quaintance, I carried her off, at noon- 
day, to the end that nobody might be 
ignorant of my paſſion. That was not 
* all : I conducted her to her own coun- 
* try, where I married her in a folemn 
© manner, that I might not only give 
Herrera the more vexation, but alſo 
* attord ſuch a worthy example to the 
children of noblemen. Three months 
* after my marriage, I was informed of 
* Don Rodrigo's death ; a piece of news 
* 1 did not receive with indifference ; 
but repairing inſtantly, to Seville, in 
* order to demand his eſtate, I found 
* things ſtrangely altered ! My mother, 
* who was dead, had been lilly enough, 


on her death-bed, to confeſs the whole 


* aftair, in preſence of the curate of the 
village, and other credible witneſſes; 
in conſequence of which, the true ſon 
* of Don Rodrigo was already in poſſeſ- 
ſion ot my place, or rather of his on; 
* and had been received with the more 
joy, on account of their being diſſatis- 
fied with me. Wherefore, having no- 
* thing. to expect from that quarter, 
and no longer feeling my PL 
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for my fat ſpouſe, I joined ſome gen- 
© tlemen of the road, with whom I be- 
gan my expeditions.” | . 
The young robber having ended his 
ſtory, another informed us, that he was 
the ſon of a merchant at Burgos, and, 
rompted by an inconſiderate devotion, 
had taken the habit, and profeſſed a very 
auſtere order, from which, in a few 
years, he apoſtatized. In ſhort, thoſe 
eight highwaymen ſpoke in their turns, 
and when I had heard them all, I was 
not at all ſurpriſed to find them toge- 
ther. The diſcourſe was afterwards 
changed; they brought upon the carpet 
ſeveral projects for their next excur- 
ſions, and after having come to a deter- 
mination, got up from table in order to 
go to reſt. Having lighted their wax 
candles, and withdrawn, I followed 
Captain Rolando into his chamber, 
where, while 1 helped to undreſs him, 
„Well, Gil Blas,” ſays he, * thou ſeeſt 
© how we live; we are always merry, 
© and hatred and envy never get footing 
* among us: we have never the leaſt 
© quarrel with one another, but are more 
united than a convent of monks; thou 
« wilt, my child,” purſued he, lead a 


very agreeable life in this place; for I | 


don't believe thee fool enough to bog- 
«* gle at living with robbers. Eh! doſt 
© thou think that there are honeſter peo- 
: pe in the world than we? No, my 
© Jad, every one loves to prey upon his 
© fellows; it is an univerſal principle, 
* though variouſly exerted. Conque. 
rors (for example) ſeize upon the ter- 
* ritories of their neighbours: people of 
quality borrow without any intention 
© of repaying ; bankers, treaſurers, ex- 
* change-brokers, clerks, and all kinds 
* of merchants, great and ſmall, are not 
© a whit more conſcientious. As for 
* your limbs of the law, I need not men- 
* tion them : every body knows what 
* they can do: 1 muſt own, however, 
© that they are ſomewhat mere humane 
* than we; for we often put innocent 
: ps to death, and they ſometimes 
* {ave the lives of the guilty.” 


G HAP. VI. 


Of the attempt of Gil Blas to make his 
and the ſucceſs thereof. 


HEN the captain of the thieves 
had made this apology for his 


eſcape, 


profeſſion, he went to bed, and I return 


ed into the hall, where 1 uncovered the 
table, and put every thing in order: 
from thence I went into the kitchen, 
where Domingo (ſo was the old negro 
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| called) expected me to ſupper. Though 
I had no appetite, I fat down with 
them ; but as i could not eat, and ap- 
-peared as melancholy as I had cauſe to 
e, theſe two apparitions, equally qua- 
liked, underiook to give me conſolation. 
Why do you afflict yourſelf, child ?“ 
ſaid the old lady: * you ought rather te 
* rejoice. at your good fortune. You 
© are young, and ſeem to be of an eaſy 
© temperz conſequently would have been, 
© in alittle tune, loſt in the world: there 
© you would have fallen into the hands of 
© libertines, who would have engaged 
© you in all manner of debauchery yp 
© whereas, here your innucence finds a 
ſecure haven.'—* Dame Leonarda is 
© in the right,“ ſaid the old black-a- 
moor, with great gravity ;_ © and let me 
© add, the world is full of affliction : 
© thank Heayen, therefore, my friend, 
for having delivered thee all at once 
from the dangers, difficulties, and mi- 
© ſery of life.“ 12 6 
I bore their diſcourſe. with patience, 
| becauſe to fret myſelf would have done 
me no ſervice : at laſt Domingo, hav- 
ing eaten and drank plentifully, retired 
into the ſtable ; while Leonarda, with 
a lamp in her hand, conducted me into 
a vault which ſerved as a burying-place 
to the robbers who died a natural death, 
and in Which 1 perceived a miſerable 
truckle-bed, that looked more like a 
tomb than a couch: Here is your bed. 
* chamber,” ſaid ſhe: the lad, whoſe 
place you have the good fortune to 
ſupply, flept here, as long as he lived 
 * amongſt us; and now that he is dead, 
© reſts in the ſame place. He flipped 
© away in the flower of his age: I hope 
« youWill not be ſo {imple as to follow.his 
example.“ So ſaying, ſhe put the light 
into my hand, and returned into her 
kitchen; while I, ſetting the lamp upon 
the ground, threw myſelf upon the bed, 
not ſo much in expectation of enjoying 
the leaſt repoſe, as with a view to, in- 
dulge my melancholy refections. * 0 
Heavens ' cried I, © was ever deſtiny 
© ſo. terrible as mine! I am baniſhed 
from the ſight of the ſun: and, as it 
© jt was not enough to be buried alive at 
the age of eighteen, I am moreover 
condemned to ſerve thieves, to ſpend 
© the day among highwaymen, and the 
night among the dead!“ I wept bitter- 
ly over thele ſuggeſtions, which ſeem- 
ed to me, and were in effect, extremely 
ſhocking. A thouſand times 1 curſed 
my uncle's deſign of ſending me to Sa- 
lamanca : I repented of my flying from 
juſtice at Cacabelos, and even as * 7 
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had ſubmitted to the torture. But re- 
collecting that I conſumed myſelf in vain 
A to no purpoſe, I began to 
think of ſome means by which I might 
eſcape. * What,” ſaid I to myſelf, * is 
© it then impoſſible to deliver myſelf; the 
. © thieves are aſleep; the cook-maid and 
© negro will be in the ſame condition 
* preſently ; cannot I, while they are all 
quiet, by the help of my lamp, find out 
© the paſſage through which I deſcended 
into this infernal abode ! It is true, in- 
* deed, I don't think myſelf ſtrong 
© enough to lift the trap. door that co. 
© vers the entry; but, however, that 1 
6 ne have nothing to reproach myſelf 
« with, Iwill try; my deſpair will, per- 
© haps, ſupply me with ſtrength, and 
* who knows but I may, accompliſh 
6 ny” 

Having then projected this great de- 
ſign, I got up, when I imagined Leo- 
narda and Domingo were at reſt; and 
taking the lamp in my hand, went out 
to the vault, recommending myſelf to 
all the ſaints in heaven. It was not 
without great difficulty, that I found 
again all the windings of this new la- 
byrinth, and arrived at the door of the 
ſtable; where, at laſt, perceiving the 

aſſage I was in ſearch of, I went into 
it, advancing towards the trap, with 
as much nimbleneſs as joy: but, alas! 
in the middle of the entry, I met with 
a curſed iron gate, faſt locked, and con- 
fiſting of ſtrong bars, ſocloſe to one ano. 
ther, that I could ſcarce thruſt my hand 
between them. I was confounded at 
the fight of this new obſtacle, which I 
had not obſerved when I came in, the 
te being then open: I did not fail, 
owever, to feel the bars and examine 
the lock, which I even attempted to 
orce ;. when, all of a ſudden, I felt 
acroſs my ſhoulders, five or fix luſty 
thwacks with a bull's pizzle; upon 
which I uttered ſuch a dreadful yell, 
that the whot&cavern echoed with the 
ſound; and looking behind me, per- 
ceived the old negro in his ſhirt, with a 
dark lanthorn in one hand, and the in- 
ſtrument of his execution in the other. 


Ah, ha! Mr. Jackanapes,* ſaid be, 


6 = want to make your eſcape, hah! 
«* You muſt not imagine that I am to be 
© caught napping. I heard you all the 
© while. I ſuppoſe you thought the 
* grate was open, didn't you? Know, 
my boy, that henceforth thou ſhalt al- 
«* ways find it ſhut ; and that, when we de- 
© tain any body here, againſt his incli- 
nation, he muſt be more cunning than 
* thou, if ever he gets off, 
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In the mean time, two or three of the 
thieves, ſtarting out of their ſleep, at the 
noiſe of my cries, and believing that the 
holy brotherhood was coming ſouſe 
1 — them, got up in a hurry, and 
alarmed their companions. In an 
inſtant all were a-foot; and ſeizin 
their ſwords and carbines, advanc 
half-naked to the place where Domin- 
go chaſtiſed me; but they no ſooner 
underſtood the cauſe of the noiſe they 
had heard, than their uneaſineſs was 
changed into fits of laughter. Huw, 
* Gil Blas“ ſaid the apoſtate thief to 
me, thou haſt not been here ſix hours, 
and want'ſt to take thy leave of us 
* already ! Sure thou muſt have a great 
© averſion to a retired life, hah? What 
* would'ſt thou do, if thou wert a Car- 
* thuſian friar? Go to bed; thou art 
c 2 for once, on account of the 
ſtripes Domingo has beſtowed on thee ; 
© but if ever thou ſhould'ſt make another 
© effort to eſcape, by St. Bartholomew 
© we will flay thee alive!“ This ſaid, he 
withdrew ; the other thieves retired in- 
to their apartments; the old negro, 
prond of his exploit, returned into his 
ſtable ; and I ſneaked back to my Gol- 
gotha, where I ſpent the remaining part 
of the night in ſighs and tears. 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the behaviour of. Gil Blas, when he could 
| do no better. 


URING the firſt days. of my 

captivity, I was like to fink under 
the ſorrow that oppreſſed me, and might 
have been ſaid to die by inches; but at 
laſt, my good genius inſpired me with 
the reſolution to diſſemble: I affected 
to appear leſs fad than uſual ; I began to 
laugh and fing, though, God knows, 
with an aching heart. In a word, I 
counterfeited fo well, that Leonarda 
and Domingo were deceived, and believ- 
ed the bird was at laſt reconciled to his 
cage. The robbers were of the ſame 
opinion; for I aſſumed a gay air when 
I filled wine for them, and ming'ed in 
their converſation, whenever I had an 
opportunity of acting the buffoon. This 
freedom, far from gie pleaſing, afforded 
them diverſion. * Gil Blas,“ ſaid the 
captain to me one evening, while I enter- 
tertained them in this manner, * thou 
* haſt done well, my lad, to baniſh thy 
« melancholy ; I am charmed with thy 
wit and humour: I find people are not 
«known all at once; for 1 did not think 
thou hadſt been ſo ſprightly and good- 
natured. | 4) 

The 


— — 


NE CEE — — 
The reſt joined alſo in my praiſe, 


and appeared ſo well ſatisfied with me, 
that taking the advantage of this good 
diſpoſition, Gentlemen,“ ſaid 1, al- 
low me to tell my mind: fince my a- 
bode in this place, I find — quite 
* another ſort of a perſon than here- 
* * tofore. 
the prejudices of education, and I in- 
« ſenfbly imbibe your diſpoſition : I 
hase a taſte for your profeſſion, and a 
« longing deſire of being honoured with 
© the name of your companion, and of 
* ſharing the dangers of your expedi- 
* tions.* All the company approved of 
my diſcourſe, and commended my for- 
wardneſs; ſo that it was unanimouſly 


You have diveſted me of 


reſolved, to let me ſerve a little longer, 


in order to approve myſelf worthy, then 
carry me 0::t in their excurſions ; after 


which, I ſhould obtain the honvurable. 


place I demanded. 

Well, then, 1 was obliged to perſiſt 
in my diſſimulation, aud exerciſe the poſt 
of cup-bearer ſtill, a circumſtance that 
— me extremely : for my deſign in 
aſpiring to the honour of being a thief, 
was only to have the liberty of taking 
the air with the reſt, in hopes that one 
day F ſhould be able to eſcape from 
them, in the courſe of their expedi- 
tions. This hope alone ſupported m 
life; but nevertheleſs appeared fo diſ- 
tant, that I tried more than once to 
baffle the vigilance of Domingo ; though 
it was never in my power, he being al- 
ways ſo much upon his guard, that 1 
would have defied an hundred Orpheus's 
to charm ſuch a Cerberus. It is true, 
indeed, I did not do all that I could have 
done to beguile him, leſt I ſhould have 
wak ned his ſuſpicion ; for he had a 
hawk's eye over me, and I was obliged 
to act with the utmoſt ci-cumſpection, 
that I might not betray mylelf. 1 
therefore reſigned myſelf to my fate, 
until the time ſhould be expired that 
was preſcribed by the robbers for re- 
ceiving me into their gang; and this 
event I expected as impatieatly as if I 
had been to be inrolled in the liſt of 
- commiſſioners. 

Heaven be praiſed! in ſix months that 
time arrived; when Signior Rolando, 
addreſſing himſelf to his company, ſaid, 
Gentlemen, we muſt keep our word 


* with Gil Blas: I have no bad opinion 


of that young fellow, and I hope we 
*: ſhall make 3 of him: It is 
therefore my opinion, that we carry 
* him along with us to-morrow io ga- 
ther laurels on the highway, and uſher 
him into the path of glory.“ The 


— 


| 
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robbers agreed to their captain's pr 

ſal ; and to ſhew that they — — 
ed me as one of their companions, 
from that moment diſpenſed with my 
ſervice, and re-eſtabliſhed Dame Leo- 
narda in the office ſhe had loſt on my ac - 
count. Fhey made me throw away my 
habit, that conſiſted of a ſorry — 
bare ſhort caſſock, and dreſſed me in the 
ſpoils of a gentleman whom they had 
— robbed; after which I prepared 
me for my firſt campaign. 


CHAP. VII. 


Gul Blas accompanies the thieves, and 
forms an exploit on the highway. 


T was in the month of September, 

when, towards the cloſe of the night, 
I came out of the cavern, in company 
with the robbers; armed like them, 
with a carbine, two piſtols, ſword and 
bayonet, and mounted on @ pretty good 
horſe, which they had taken from the 
lame gentleman whoſe dreſs 1 wore, - I 
had lived ſv long in darkneſs, that „hen 
day broke, I was dazzled with the light; 
which, however, ſoon. became familiar 
to my eyes. - | a 

Having paſſed hard by Ponferrada, we 
lay in ambuſh in a ſmall wood which 
bordered on the road to Leon, There 
we waited, expecting that Fortune would 
throw ſome good luck in our way ; when 
we perceived a Dominican (cuntrary to 
the cuſtom of theſe good fathers) riding 
upon a ſorry mule : God be praiſed,* 
cried the captain, laughing, * there's the 
coup d ai of Gil Blas—Let him 
© and unload that monk, while we I: 
«© ſerve his behaviour. All the reſt 
were of opin'on, that this was a very 
proper commiſſion four me; and ex- 
horted me to acquit myſelf handſome! 
in it. Gentlemen,“ ſaid I, you ſhall 
be ſatisfied : I will make that prieſt as 
© bare as my hand, and bring hither his 
© mule in a 1winkling.*——"No, no,” re- 
plied Rolando, *ſhe is not worth the 
trouble: bring us only the purſe of his 
« reverence ; that is all we expect of 
© thee.” For this purpoſe, I ſallied from 
the wood, and made towards the cler 
man; begging Heaven, all the way, 6 
pardon the action I was about to com- 
mit. I would gladly have made m 
eſcape that moment z hut the great 
part of the thieves wert better mounted 
than I; and, had they perceived me 
running away, would have been at my 
heels in an inſtant, and entrapt me again 
in a very ſhort-time, or, perhaps, diſ- 
charged their carbines at me ; in which 


16 


caſe, I ſhould have nothing to brag of. 
Not daring, therefore, to hazard ſuch a 
delicate ſtep, I came up with the prieſt, 
and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, de- 
manded his purſe. He ſtopped ſhort to 
ſurvey me ; and without ſeeming much 
afraid, * Child,* faid he, *you are very 
£ young : you have gut a bad trade. by 
5 the hand betimes.'—* Bad as it is, fa- 
ther,“ I replied, © I wiſh | had begun it 
* ſooner.'—* Ah! ſon, fon,* ſaid the ; 
good friar, (wn did not comprehend ! 
the true meaning ot my words) what 
* blindneſs ! allow me to repreſent to 
£ you-the miſerable condition'--O father, 
ſaid I, interrupting him haſtily, * a 
© truce with your morals, if you pleaſe! 
my buſineſs on the highway is not to 
© hear ſermons : | want money. — Mo 
ney l' cried he, with an air of afloniſh- 
ment; you are little acquainted with 
© the charity of the Spaniards, if you 
© think people of my cloth have occa- 
© fion for money, while they travel in 
this kingdom. Undeceive yourſelf; we 
* are every where cheertully received, 
having lodging and victuals ; and no- 
thing is aſked in return, but our pray- 
ers: in ſhort, we never carry money 
about us on the road; but confide al- 
© together in Proyidence.*—*That won't 
go down with me,“ I replied : « your 
« dependance is not altogether ſo viſt- 
* onary; for, you have always ſome 
good piſtoles in reſerve, to make more 
0 — of Providence. But, my good 
father,“ added I, let us have done; 
* my comrades, who are in that wood, 
begin to be impatient ; therefore throw 
«your purſe upon the ground inſtant. 
© ly, or 1 ſhall certainly put you to 
death.“ * 
At theſe words, which I uttered with 
a menacing look, the friar, 8 
afraid of his lite, ſaid, * Hold 1 I will 
„ © ſatisfy you then, ſince there is a ne- 
« ceſlity for it: I ſee tropes and figures 
© have no effect on people of your pro- 
* tefſion.* So ſaying, he pulled from 
underneath his gown a large purſe of 
ſhamoy leather, which he dropped upon 
the ground. Then I told him, he might 
continue his journey; a permiſſion he 
did not give me the leaſt trouble of re- 
peating ; but clapped his heels to the 
lides of his mule ; which belying the 
opinion I had conceived of her, (for 1 
1magined ſhe was not much better than 
my uncle's) all of a ſudden went off at 
a pretty round pace. As ſoon as he was 
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the purſe, which ſeemed heavy, mounted 
again, and got back to the wood in a 
trice ; where the thieves waited with im- 
patience to congratulate me upon my 
victory. Scarce would they give me 
time to diſmount, ſo eager were they to 
embrace me. Courage, Gil Blas P 
ſaid Rolando, thou haſt done wonders ; 
* I have had my eyes on thee during thy 
expedition: I have obſerved thy coun- 
* tenance al] the time ; and I prophecy, 
thou wilt in time become an excellent 
* highwayman,* The lieutenant and the 
reſt approved of the prediction, which 
they aſſured me I ſhould one day cer- 
tainly fulfil; 1 thanked them for the 
high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promiſed to do all that lay in my power 
to maintain it, 

After they had loaded me with fo 
much undeſerved praiſe, they were de- 
ſirous of examining the booty I had made. 
Come,“ ſaid they, let us ſee what 
there is in the clergyman's purſe.'—* It 
* ought to be well turniſhed,” continued 
one among them; „for thoſe good fa- 
* thers don't travel like pilgrims,” The 
captain untied the purſe, and, opening 
it, pulled out two or three handtuls of 
copper medals, mixed with bits of hal- 
lowed wax, and ſome ſcapularies*. At 
the fight of ſuch an uncommon prey, all 
the robbers burſt out into an immoderate 
fit ot laughter. Upon my ſoul,” cried 
the lieutenant, We are very much ob- 
© liged to Gil Blas, for having, in his 
* coup d' ui, performed a theft ſo ſa- 
© lutary to the company.“ This piece 
of wit brought on more. Thoſe mit- 
creants, and he in particular who had 
apoſtatized, began to be very merry upon 
the matter: a thouſand ſallies eſcaped 
them, that toe well denoted their immo- 
rality. 1 was the only perſon who did 
not laugh ; my mirth being checked by 
the ralliers, who enjoyed themſelves at 
my expence, Every one having ſhut 
his bolt, the captain ſaid to me, In 
© faith, Gil Blas, I adviſe thee, as a 
friend, to joke no more with monks; 
© who are, generally ſpeaking, too arch 
© and cunning for ſuch as thee.” 


CHAP. IX. 
Of the ſerious affair that followed this 


adventure. 
E remained in the wood the 


greateſt part of the day, with- 
out perceiving any traveller that could 


at a diſtance, I alighted, and taking up 


| make amends for the prieſt, At laſt 


* Scapularies are pieces of conſecrated ſtuff, worn by prieſts and runs. 
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Not daring, therefore, to hazard ſuch a 
delicate ſtep, I came up with the prieſt, 
and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, de- 
manded his purſe, He ſtopped ſhort to 
| ſurvey me; and without ſeeming much 
afraid, Child,” ſaid he, *you are very 
© young: you have gut a bad trade by 
£ the hand betimes.'—* Bad as it is, fa- 
ther,“ I replied, © I wiſh | had begun it 
ſooner.— Ah! ſon, fon,* ſaid the 
good friar, (wo did not comprehend 


the true meaning ot my words) what. 
© blindneſs ! ailow me to repreſent to 


£ you the miſerable condition'--O father,” 
ſaid 1, interrupting him haſtily, * a 
© truce with your morals, if you pleaſe ! 
my buſinels on the Inghway is not to 
© hear ſermons : I want money.'—" Mo 

ney l' cried he, with an air of afloniſh- 
ment ; * you are little acquainted with 
© the charity of the Spaniards, if you 
© think people of my cloth have occa- 
© fion for money, while they travel in 
this kingdom. Undeceive yourſelf; we 
* are every where cheertully received, 
having lodging and victuals ; and no- 


© thing is aſked iu return, but our pray- 


ers: in ſhort, we never carry money 
about us on the road; but confide al- 
© together in Providence. — That won't 
go down with me,“ I replied : your 
« dependance is not altogether ſo viſ- 
* onary; for, you have always tome 
© o00d piſtoles in reſerve, to make more 
*\rre of Providence. But, my good 
father,“ added I, let us have done; 
* my comrades, who are in that wood, 
begin to be impatient ; therefore throw 
© your purſe upon the ground inſtant. 
© ly, or I thall certainly put you to 
death.“ é 
At theſe words, which I uttered with 
a menacing look, the friar, ſeeming 
afraid of his lite, ſaid, Hold I will 
© ſatisty you then, ſince there is a ne- 
« ceſlity for it: I ſee tropes and figures 


© have no effect an people of your pro- 


* tefſion.* So ſaying, he pulled from 
underneath his gown a large purſe of 
ſhamoy leather, which he dropped upon 
the ground. Then I told him, he might 
continue his journey; a permiſſion he 
did not give me the leaſt trouble of re- 
peating ; but clapped his heels to the 
lides of his mule ; which belying the 
opinion I had conceived of her, (tor l 
1magined ſhe was not much better than 
my uncle's) all of a ſudden went off at 
a pretty round pace. As ſoon as he was 
at a diltance, I alighted, and taking up 
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the purſe, which ſeemed heavy, mounted 
again, and got back to the wood in a 
trice ; where the thieves waited with im- 
patience to congratulate me upon my 
victory. Scarce would they give me 
time to diſmount, ſo eager were they to 
embrace me. Courage, Gil Blas l' 
ſaid Rolando, * thou haſt done wonders ; 
* I have had my eyes on thee during thy 
* expedition: I have obſerved thy coun- 
* tenance al] the time ; and I prophecy, 
thou wilt in time become an excellent 
* highwayman.* The lieutenant and the 
reſt approved of the prediction, which 
they aſſured me I ſhould one day cer- 
tainly fulfil. I thanked them for the 
high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promiſed to do all that lay in my power 
to maintain it. h 

After they had lvaded me with fo 
much undeſerved praiſe, they were de- 
ſirous of examining the booty I had made. 
Come,“ ſaid they, „let us ſee what 
there is in the clergyman's purſe.'—* It 
* ought to be well furniſhed, ' continued 
one among them; „for thoſe good fa- 
* thers don't travel like pilgrims.“ The 
captain untied the purſe, and, opening 
it, pulled out two or three handtuls of 
copper medals, mixed with bits of hal- 
lowed wax, and ſome ſcapularies*. At 
the fight of ſuch an uncommon prey, all 
the robbers burſt out into an immoderate 
fit ot laughter. Upon my ſoul,” cried 
the lieutenant, * we are very much ob- 
© liged to Gil Blas, for having, in his 
coup d' ui, performed a theft ſo ſa- 
© lutary to the company.“ This piece 
of wit brought on more. Thoſe mit- 
creants, and he in particular who had 
apoſtatized, began to be very merry upon 
the matter: a thouſand ſallies eſcaped 
them, that too well denoted their immo- 
rality. 1 was the only perſon who did 
not laugh ; my mirth being checked by 
the ralliers, who enjoyed themſelves at 
my expence, Every one having ſhut 
his bolt, the captain faid to me, * In 
faith, Gil Blas, I adviſe thee, as a 
friend, to joke no more with monks ; 
© who are, generally ſpeaking, too arch 
and cunning for ſuch as thee.? 


CHAP. IX. 
Of the ſerious affair that followed this 


adventure. 


E remained in the wood the 
greateſt part of the day, with- 
out perceiving any traveller that could 


make amends for the prieſt. At laſt 


* Scapularies are pieces of conſecrated fluff, worn by prieſts and runs, 
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and ere by three met on horſeback, | 
Vvbho feemed Lell armed. Upon this, 


Rolando ordered his troop to halt, and 


meld a comune; ; the reſult of which was, 
chat they mould attack the-coachs;.. We 


were immediately arranged, according ng | 


:t0-his di ſpnitt ion, and magched up to it 
in order of battle. In lpite of ih . 

lauſe- 4 hag, aeguired jn the wood, I 
Leite myſelt. A ſeised with an unigerſal 


tremor, and immediately a cold ſwear | 


broke out all over my body, which, 
looked upon as no ve e omen. 

To cromun my gaod „I. was in the 
front of the line, — the 
-and-Jieutenant,; who had ſtatione 


me 


: and fire all at once. Rolando obſer- 


ving how much nature ſuffered within 
me, looked at me aſkance, ſaying with 


. ſierce eountenauce, Hark'e, Blas, 
remember to do th duty; for it chow! 


C hang'ſt an arſe, +11] blow thy brains 


-* out? I was too, well perſuaded that 
- he would keep his word, to neglect 


this caution 3. for xhich reaſon 1 thought, 
of nothing now but of dene 


U _— ſoul, to' God. 
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us; wulle a gentleman of a mien, 


and richly Areſſed, came m of the 


coach, and: mounting a horſe that was 


led by one of his attendants, uh . 0 


. ſelf at their head, withbut 3 
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hem, that I might accuſtom aayſelf to 


ſtopped with-, 


i 


þ tbe 


I BLA S/ CSA Nanu 8 ww 


chat after a great wm ods nend 
confining our explons ta that Jus | | f 


my com haut, and cπ²⁹n Nine 
A tory Victory At — — 


the terror which. had taken 
my ſenſes; diſlipaten, and 1 ſaw theifour 
horſemen: ſtretched ditaleſs an the. fiels 
of battle. On our ſide we had but on 
man killed, and he Sas no othet thish 
the apoſtate, hd had met with nin:de. 
ferts for his 1 NED, 
upon the; ſcapularies, The! heutenant © 
rectived' a wound in the -arm-4\ but; it 
was a 
1 ru 2 *) 
Signior Rolando ran immediately tÞ 
the þ. on of the :caath}- in whichthete 
was; a lady: ef about four: or five a 
twenty years of age, who.appeared-vary 
handſome, notwithſtanding, thermelany 
choly condition in which ſhe wat for 
ſhe had ſwooned during the e 
and was not yet recovered. Wälle ne 
was buſied id look after her, -we wok 
care of the booty "Fo inning. with fe. 
curing . the: killed, wh wha. 
frighted at the noiſe of the 'firings 
run away, after having loſt their riders. 
As for the mules, they had 'notſtirred, 
.altho' the coachman, during the ace, 
had quitted vio piggy: in order to make 


' his; eſcape... 
yoking, * tonde truuks 
we found ſaſtened to the coach, before 
and behind. This being done, the lady, 
who had not as yet recovered her ſenſes, 
was, by order of the captain, taken out, 
ge placed on horſeback before one af 
the robbers that was beſt mounted ; 
after which, quitting the high road; the 
coach, and the dead, whom we had 
alk „ we carried off the lady, be 
the-horſes..! ! 2 >) x $4* 0) 
5 IM OED 
SIG 2 CH A, F. X. 


7. 13 


whey geg, the . else b to the 
bat Sign which das 
N 

1 Was WI an | day 

1* hen ns or ak —— 
and the, firſt we did was, 20 lead. 
our beaſts. inte- the Rables' Whert we 
ed '| were obliged, * tie them toe the — 
and take care of, war our: own 


"— 


hands, the old ne 2 yoda 
days before with —— F 
— 


. ke 
, deprived of /the.ufe of his-h 
, the only, eh Re at iberty 
tongue, e emp te 

| | his {mpatioges, bythe mo Norrie E 


— 


to ſwear and 


— 


Wel e de. eee e 
We Sen 


alighted ; and, un- — 


te. 


| crations; Leaving this —— | 
| tchen, 


% 


Nwral men whom ibe Md 


nen eyes; which ſhe lifted 


8 
kitchen, whert our wholt attention was | 
enf{ro(ſet by the udy, and we ſuceeeded 
Sowell as-:ro-bricig ber dut ef hor fit; but 
when ſne had fecdvetred the uſe of her 
ſenſes, and ſaw herfelf: in che Bands of 
net "know, , 
Mo petceived her misfortune, ind was | 
feized with horror! The . moſt lively 
ſorrow and direfut defpair - ed in d 
up io heaven, 
us Hove proach it c Ne iadigrnies 
that threatened her fi, giving way 
of a ſutiden th theſe itmäl apprehen- 
ſions, ſhe relapſed iat6-aſwoon, her dye- 


nds cloſed; and the robbers imagined | 


Tnat death would: deprive themof their 
rey. The captain, thinking it more 
proper to leave her to herſelf than to 
torment her with their aſſiſtauce, order- 
ed her to de carried to Leonarda's bed, 
ahere ſhe was left: — av the hazard 
of what might happen. | 
© We repaired to che. ally here one 
of the thieves, wha hud been bred a 
ſurgeon, drefſed the lieutenant's wound; 
after which, being deſirous of ſeeing 
whit was in the trunks, we found ſome 
Of them filled with lace and linen, others 
with eloaths; and the laſt we opened, 
contained ſome bags full of-piſtoles;' at 
fight-of whidh, the ennlemea concerned 
were inſinitely re joſcod. This enquiry: 
Heing 
the nat — Jail! the cloth, und ſer- 


ved up NG converſation at 
Feſt turned upon * victory we 
Nad obtained; ye Rolando addreſſing 
himſelf to me, Confſeſs, Gil Blas,“ 


Faid he, confeſs that. them walt horribly, 
afraid 2-41 ingemivuſly owned, that 
What he ſaid Was very true; but that 
when I ſhould have made two ar ihree 


— wg _ r com- 

art crying my 

r was excula 5 that th 7:4 had 
been e Very hot; 3 and tb vale, _conlidering 

was a — 5 ſellow v ho had never ſmel j 
— — Had acquitred my] 


„ 12 I 11 


5 took. n 


Te rite eee ee 


on the inules and horſes we had brought 
Into ou! retreat, itwas agreed that to 
morrom befote day we ſubuld: all ſet ou 
together, in order to ſell chem at lan- 
*filla : which place, in All Probability, 


the Le re of our eng et 
:rexched.* This refo 5 | 


2we 9 mea}, und — les 


Ahe kitohen to-viſit the lady, Om x 
-FoondRillin the ſume ſituation. a ed 


'theleſsy tho? it was with difficu - 
3 Gans of UN”! ber, 


made, the uE mad furnithed' | 


— 


l the villains did nat Gruple 0 


a — t6 thom, that thy 


* 


has world have farrsfied'/i:ntn 
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and 
which 


not Rolando — id 227 re. 
tid 
vari rhe lady — bet⸗ 
par of that oppreſſion of ſorrow which 
deprived her of reflection>'Phe 
they had for their capratd reſtrained 4 
incontinence j other ite nt hing could 


her with a profane * 
ek to diſcover 4 10 5 — 


nu be faded. the lady, whoſe honour death 


itſelf, pernapeſ wou, wot have been able 


to ſecure. 


We left 6 Eile enten 


in the ſame cofidition in Which we found 


nis dun a 
as oon 


5 


| 


laying injunchions ow Le 


A could 


abode. 


her; Rolando conteoting himſelf with 
ds to take 
care of her, while every one retired _ 
N Por 8 
t to bed; inſtead 4 
ſigning royſeſ to ſleep, 1 dd nothin 


but think of that lady misfortune x 
never doubted that ſhe was a 


perfon of 
quality, a and looked upòbn her fieugtion 
as the more deplorable for that reaſon. 
not, without ſhuddoring, — 
ſent eo my ſelf the 'horrors t&:which the 


Was Jenzded, and folt myſelf ag deep- - 
ly concerned for heyy as if L had deen 


attached by blood r . 
laſt, after having bewailed her hard 
fate; I began to revolve the means of 
reſcuing her honour frbmthe dawgey:in 
hit was, a of delivering ſelf 
et 23 time from the ſubterranean 
I recollected thar te old negro 
was hot in a conditipit re'mwye ;'ahd 


At 


that, ſince his being daken ll, che co- 
wench kept the key of the gvate! This 
reflection warmed my imagination, and 


"=> me conceive a ſcheme, which 1 
—— I would fight like a knig ght4 . 


errant: 


ed ſo well, that L proceeded4o 
fk ptuctice immedinely in tlie fol 
try manner. rn ee ee 
Precending to be racked with me cho- 
lick 54 e with comphints and groans; 
then raiſihg my voice; uttered Arcadful 
cries, that Steel the robbers, and 
1 brought bop: rye few my bed-ſide, 
men they hat made me mw fo 
_—_ * anſwered that I 'was tor - 
with an horrible cholick; ad, 
— better to per ſuade chem of the ttuth 
of what I. ſaid, grinded = N 
friglitful grimacès and co 
writhed myſelf in a ſtrange manner: 
then I became quiet un — ly Fay 
if ains had gien er 
Ns Thom ent” after, ons in again” 
bounce upon the bea, LtWilf abolit 


To wet 5 wy EE 
ters 


broiling hor to mꝶ hey. I xgared for 


| tend ſaying, ! Na, no, Gil 


_ **.poſe-/ t exiterpriſe; n 


ehe whole afhee-misfortune, wee 


Mats eee 


yy 4 . a x .Þ QA r a _#©-oA2lcllT7d — Alc. AO Kru 


wedre,.dllowed — to wb deaily- 1 
eu, and believed, in good earneſt, that 
was violently griped. / Ina moment, qld 
t theim were huſied in endeavburs 40 


eaſe 2 on brought a botde. of uſque - dan ; 

—. made ny ſwallow one half of by little and {i 

y anotherg in ſpͤe of muy teeth, in- ageuſtom your Lp with 8555 
a clyſler o 6it of ſweet and emen, who, are f 52 


z third warmed a — and apphed it ill be tres ted. 255 


6 Dy. e N 


mercy: in vain: they imputed my es cries 
to the chalic kj ad continued d make 
me ſuffer real pins, in attempting; to 


6 Then? 
rt be 25 
free me from one 4 did nqt, feel. At 
laſt, being able to reſiſt them no longer, 


Aid not Fr. a tne * 
geed; but cl te ri ped a 7 
I was fain to telb them. that the gripes der brealt, * — ing Hp 
had left mio, arid to eonjurethemts Elen commande h — 2 rt ve KEY 


me quarter. Vpan which they: left off I theigrate; 1 "She w 2 
tor menting we with their —. 9 dehaviourz and, it 
took care to trouble hem * end of hopearees, is vans attach | 
with my cdmplaints, for fear o under - life, that h durſt not FE wy, 

3 offices a ſecond time- mand, Hav Tos 40 1 5 


s ſcene laſted almoſt.three-hours, '| ſeſhon, I. 
after which the rabbers,. judging. that N V lady, 
duy was not far off, prepared theqiſelves|| 5 has ſent — 3 a 
to ſet out for — I would;haye't| lo me., and 155 
you —— — 5 — ieee 3 Pe RED 

ous of accompanying them; ML y is Ihe Dot y 
would nov ſuffer me to rife, — 2 e 
$1: ſtay pM. . 
5 ow ſtrength 

58 20 thx owing he 
nion e 10x 


at home child z. thy cholick 
turn. Fhow ſhalt go wih us 
a rtime ; but thou art in no condi 
go abroul tol day. wich be ang 20 
fiſtralg upon it tou uuich, Jeſt he ſhqi 
yield to myctequeſt i therefore I appear- 
ed very muck morti e, becauſe I could 
not be of the party. This I ate ſo na- 
turallyy that they ! the cave 
without thie leaſt ſuſpicioꝝ of, iy. deſign.) 1 
MAſter their departure, J had en 
dea voured — — (PTA Erb, * 
Faid to myſelij ,, Blas l. now way ay packets with, pills 
the time for ther d have 4 | ble jpiſtoles and. 19 20GpF 75 0 

arm thyſel&withieduragt, 10 finiſh-that | ellen my e alin 

;©-whict ou uhat, ſo Happily begun; | ſhe only ſegk ach her 
Domingo is mot ; in ac to op | we had made a good 25 on 2 


t 2 Ithaſtable, which 
dannot himdr ide executions Seis“ bee alone Ar = ward 
this oppaymnity of eſcaping tha l 4 wegro, in 
© which; perhaps,” thou wilt never Sud f ſpite of — e 
bene mere favouratle;!.- Tete {84 vot ſuffer me . 
geſtions filled me withreonfideace.z go : Horſe in. mann by AN 
«ap; tool my: (word and piſtols, and wen of: A 1h; hay: . 
Srii-vokards the xitrthen; but before In = 
enteted, hearing Leonarda ſpeaking 
ped in —. ©- Rſtan. She .w 
do the ' unknown lady z Who 
tetovertd her ſeaſes, and under 


eee hey the Rows gon 
| perceived. the xi 
1 of ee 


after 
Ging 2 
yo dan 


enard2g | kind, wy 


edis thomumntt bigerneds of deſpair 
WA my child, , tht old bd 


— — 8 
deen. an en "he. 


i: ts alte det 


bo 


f *. ves of my fümune ; a 


mon 


1 | ible 17 . vd 
Dae 8 . to 2 . 19 0 ound 
uffelves delivercd from the javs of this 
: and at we ferventlyJeſired io be 
greater diſtance from? it7'1 threw 
19 7 into the ſaddſe, the lady mount: 
betiind' we, and following the-firft 


aſh "that | preſented * at 4 round 
1 * ont of the 8 in alſtlort 
f Sete Lain 


E:vided by fe: 
Wera jd: one bf which we tech 4 
Ta om.” FWas br rt afraid that it 
"x uid tonduct us ta Manſillaj where | 
w might meet with Rolando; and, his 
feder tes ; "iv Hap My my feur was 
Vain Wer arrived Ty e toi of Aſtor- 


e gaze dai us with extreme atfen- | 
1175 4 515 ir had . 9 4 
5 ſer N on horſeback, ſit- 


| in 2 z may, We #lighted ar the 
we cat " to, where the Aa. 
did. Was to order 


8 5 nf young rabbit to the 
"While this was a doing, 1 conducted the 


lady intoa chamber, where we began to 


converſe with one another ; for we had 
rode ſo faſt, that we had otiſeourſe. 
upon the road, * She ſhewed how fen-' 
bie ſhe was of the ſervice' I had wm 
"Her; aid obſerved, that aſter I had per 
formed ſuch a dp action, ſhe ela 
e 


« ar-two o*clbck in the afternoon, where , 


TE 
re; and 


mad cheir addreſſes to mee but be 
# who attrafted'my attention moſt, was 
Dom Alvaro de Mello; he was, indeed 
more hand ſome than any of us rival 
© but more ſubſtamia}-qualifications da- 
termined me in his favour; he was en« 
© dued'with'wit, prudence, probity and 
vabour and withal we — — 
man in- the: wortd;” When he, gave 
© entertairmments, nothing could be more 
Vlegant; and when he appeared at 
toutnumento, every body admired his 
© vigour and addteſs: I preferred him, 
therefore, to all ceupayys and married 
im according. 
A few days — bins marriage, he 
* happened to meet with-.Don Andrea 
de Baefa, who had been one of his 
© rivals; in a private place; here quar- 
relling with each other, they came. to 
© blows, and Don Andrea loſt his liſe 
5 in the rencounter. As he was 
to the corregidor of Valladolid, a vio- 
lent man, and a mortal enemy to the 
Mt - family of Mello, Don Alvaro hw he 
Fould'not leave the city too ſoon: he re» 
raed home in a harry.;. and, while 
ſaddled his horſe, told ne. what 
© ha happened. My dear Meficiag”” 
"© ſaid he, we. muſt part] you know 
* the corregidor : don't let us then flat. 
ter ourſelves; for he will proſecute me 
E with the utmoſt rancour; and as yo 
are not ignorant. of his credit, you 
\<6.enbw/1:tannot be ſafe in this king- 


« dom.” He was ſo much. penetrated 
«with his owh ſorrow, and with that 


nk per perſnade herſeff that I was em. © which he ſaw take on af my 
e thüeges, How whom Ih dreaſt, that he could ſay no more; and 

„Rory, in when 1 had prevai-ed upon him ta fur- 

3 — — * nioſ the nin himſelf- with ſome money and 
"had by that means, e « jewels; he claſped me inchis arms, and 
"ed her to h * with her co '+ during a * * — of an hour, we 
"gence, and infor me of her mis or- „did nathing our ſighs and 
* which 22 rens _ „esrb. 8 being ig ohe hore 


* ' 


2 — 4, 4 1 A F. l. 


Ie * 411 7 
"The hoy f Donua Mencia de Mofquera. 
vg! 1 $ born a "Valladolid, and my 
wes ede By ma Meneia of M 
e Martin, my father, after 


2780005 ny his W patri- 


king, * 

250 10% "head of his 
a left me ſo mode - 

1 fan 15 ed, Jer, though I was an 
. * -hild Tas far ſtom beiag an ad- 
match. I did not want 

* ze However, in ſpita or the Jo 
many o 


jers in Spain'| 


as * 


os Ee Porty 
"own regime 


4 a Mie moſt cöhfiderabie 


\ . 


. was ready; he tore himſelf from. me; 
ne de 5 and leſt me in a condi- 
tion not te be deſeribed. Happy! had 
the exceſs of- my affliction, at that 
time, put an end to my life! what 
troubles and ſorrows would my death 
© Have prevented i ſome hours after Don 
Alvaro was gone; the corregidor being 
0 8 — his — — ut punt him to 
0 ned; a e n | 
8 in his . but my A 
4 band always  bafſted: the purſuit, and 
kept himſelf ſecure; in ſuch a manner 
judge found himſelf obliged 
to limit en to the ſolel ſatia- 
r faction of ruming'the fortune of a man 
+.whoſe blood he wanted/1o ſhed W his 


efforts were: not uaſucceſsfut, all:the 
3 | * effechy - 


_ IF we —— — — — = 
* 
# 


—— -— a — 


« effects of- Don” 23 pey nn To _— 


«£:cited . wrote 9g! 

eit in * * / ftunaion; 
$ ang having — a5 5 
«(Git}-d. began to live a very ſolitary 
t life; all my attendunts being reduced 
to one er van: — da 
ir bemoan nat amindigence, w hic 
. I cout have borne with paticace ; but 


the abſence "of my dear huſband, w hoſe 


E ck 1 2 b rant of, al- 
tho ia his laſtme- 
laut . he would take care 
to in om me of his lot, into whatever 
apart of the world his crnei fate ſhould | 
conduct him. Nevertheleſs, ſeven long 
2 ears elapſed, without my hearing the 
aſt . Arr ant Baru wt uncer- 
4 of nged me, into an 
6 abyls of ſorrow: 8 laſt 1 was told 
4 Gat f. for dhe king of Por- 
en, he ad Bas his life" in 
> —_ a man lately returned from | 


+ Africk conſirmed this report, aſſuring | 4 rather the relus 


me that he was perfectly well acquaints | 
« ed with Don Aware 8 Mello, had 


+ ſerved with him in the Porty — 
my, and even ſee him fall inthe a 
to this he added many other — . 


+ ſtances,. which perſuaded me that my 
© huſband was no more. | 
At that time, Don Ambroſio Me- 
« ſia Carillo, Marquis of Guardia, came 
„ to Valladolid: he was one of thoſe old; 
8 by the politeneſs and gallan- 
2 of their manners, make people for- 


| their age, and continue itill agree- 
— Able ts the ladies. One day, hearing 
by accident the ſto 


of — Alvaro, 
and being deſirous of ſeeing me, on ac-. 
count of the picture which had been 
1 drawn of me; for the ſatisfaction of 
- © his curioſity, he engaged one of my re 
- © lations, who carried me to her houſe. 
Seeing me there, I had the fortune to 
©. pleaſe him, in ſpite of the remarkable 
impreſſion which grief had made on 
my countenance; but why do I ſay, in 
* ſpite of it! perhaps he was touched 
alone by my fad and languiſhing air, 
+ which prepoſſeſſed him in;tavour of my 
fidelity; his love, in all probability, | 
was the eſtett aſ my melanchaly ; for 
he told me more than once, that he re- 
- * garded me as a miracle of conſtancy; 
and that, for this reaſon, he even 
4 res fate of my buſband; how de- 
rable, ſoe ver it was in other re- 
ct : in a word, be was ſtruck at 
ſight of me, and had no occaſion to ſee | 


GIL. BIAS or SaNTHA ANR. 


* woman, towards the obtaining of n my 
« ronſent :- ſhe came to my lodgings ac- 
© cording)y, and repreſented to me, that 

huſband having ended his days in 
6: the kingdom, of Fez, as we had been 
„it was not reaſonable that 
a 1 ſhould bury my charms any longer; 
tnt I had ſufficiently bewailed the fate 


r that I 


' ought to profit: hy the occaſon that 
© now preſented itſelf; 2 which means 
+ ſhould be the happieſt woman in the 


« world) Then (he "extolled: the great 


family of the old marquis, his vaſt 
' eſtate, and unblemiſhed character : but 
© her el in diſplaying the advan- 
tages he poſſeſſed, was in van: it was 
nat in ra ara ae x me; not 

| 4. that I the truth of Don Al- 


varo or —— by the fear of 
ſeeing him n, when I ſhould. leaſt 
en him; the little inclination, or 
nce, I- felt for a ſez 
4.cond marriage, after liaving fuffered ſo 
*-many mistartunes by my finſt, was che 
only obſtacle. my: reſation : bad to re. 


1 4 move.” She, did umot deſpair for all 


that; on the contrary, it redoubled 
„der zes for Don Ambroſio; the en- 

* my whole family in the intereſts 
| « of tha 


t lord; my relations preſſed me 
4-40 accept of ſuch an advantageous 
match; I was every moment beſiege d, 
+ importuned, and tormented ;- and m 
© miſery, which daily increaſed, contri. 
- buted not CANE to overcome my re- 
ſiſtance. 
54 Being unable, therefore, to hold out 
< any longer, I yielded to their preſling 
© inſtances, and married the Marquis of 
Guardia; who, the day before our nup- 
© tials, carried. me to a very fine caſtle 
© which he had, ſituated near Burgos, 
© between Grajal and Rodillas. De 
* conceived the moſt violent paſſion for 


, *. me. His ſole ſtudy was to antici- 
re my wiſhes; no huſband had ever 
fach a tender rode tor his wife; and 

's = lover ever ſhewed- re-complat- 

© ſance to his miſtreſs. I ſhould have 

been paſlionately fond of Don Ambro- 

' ſio, notwithſtanding the diſprupoxtion 

«of our years, had I been capable of 

T loving any one after Don Alvaro; but 

©2a conſtant heart can never change. 

The endeavours of my ſecond huſband 

to pleaſe me, were rende ted ineffegtual 


4 me a ſecond time, in order to take the 
' reſolution of making me his wife. 


vid 8 my Kale 


* 


© by the remembrance of my fixity ſo 
© that I could only requite his tenderneſs 

. with pure ſentimenta of — 
Was 


L of a. man with whom I had been unit- - 


me, and 1 obſerved in the whole of his 
behaviour, the utmoſt deſire of pleaſ- 


* 
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v.« I was in'thivdy{pafitiongwhenzome 
4 day, taking the ar ut the) winddwopt 
0 rembat, I perreived ai th& gay / 
den, a kind of peaſants; whadearnetily 
© looked at me: thirikia gr: ce. wick the 
© gardener's ſervant; i.took nonowidnef 
« Rim; but neatday being again / att he 
© windowy law him in the ſanme i place } 
and he ſer med towieiw nie with uncom - 
mot atbeutiomti ſtruak with; this (ir- 


_ <cumſance, IAE — — 


and aſter having ſome time cunſi 

« him; wry rk recognigedthe features 
of the unfbotimate Dun Maro This 
apparitiom raved ha inconceivable: tu- 
«e mult wirhin mez ü Urieked aloud? 
but luckily there was nobody ꝙneſedt; 
* except ine who; df: all my»feryvants; 
enjoyed the: greatoſt ſhate oy (cantit 


dence. Whea T miparted:; erte 


ſuſpicion that alarmed me, ſhe laughed 
* at my apprehenfion;;believing hat my 
« eyes were impoſed upon by ſome 
« reſemblance; ,.** Recollect! yaurielf, 
% Madam,” faid ſhe, ** and donitiimas 
% gine you have ſeen your former 
66 Poſband : what” likelihuod is there, 
that he ſtwuld be here in the dreis of a 
„ peaſant? or, indeed, what probability 
4 js there ot his being ahve? I will g 
* down into the garden“ added the, 
a tatk to this'countrymay;- arid:;when 1 
< have learned hohe is, come: back 
« and let youk now.“ Inezlaęcurding- 
ly went the garden, and ſoon; after 
returned to my apartment Jn; great 
£ emotion, ſayimg fo Matam,youndbt- 
« picion is but too juſt! it is. Don Al 
««-yaro/himſeif whom yourhaygdedh ! he 
4 has diſcovered himielf, and: demands 
a ſeoret interview.) „„ 
As Ihad, at thut very time, an op- 
portunity af receiving, Don Alvaro, 
the marquis being ht Burgos, Iorder- 


ed my maifl tosbring him into my do- 


* ſet; by rivate ſtair- caſe., . You may 
4 well think-that I was ina terrible agi- 
© tation, and altogether unable to ſup- 
port the-preſence of à man who had a 
* right to load me wit h-reproaches, . nn 
ſoon at he app 5 I fainted away. 
+ Inez and he fe tomy aſſiſtance; and, 


"- W per had brought me out of my 
Don 


-#. ſwoon, Alvaro ſaid, Madam, 
4+ for Heaven's fake; compuſe yourſelf ; 
« bet not my preſence be 2 25 


% th yeu; 1 Have no intention to giv 
„yon the leaſt pain. I come not as* 
* fupous huſband to call you to an at- 
41 count of your plighted iroth;:agd up- 
% yaid you with the ſecond engagement 
you have contracted- I know wer 
6 well that jt was the work of your rela- 


. 
© 


{ 


: 


01 tion % , incacyininted! wich- wHithe 
<« perfecutions you have ſuffered an that 
Kere vi — ort of my death 
he prtad aever Valladolid and 
6 Had te mn reaſom;1d bejitye 
un true, at d tens fram m aſſuved 
cow ofiche Cont owy z inlſhort, hb now 
#10 hne uu have livedtſiace 
dur eraedilepttimion; und that hecnſſi- 
„Ahe n, ibve, dum vou 
© into theumps ofiesws”. Si 
Magn 75 = we, ern * «ry wilt 
% you-exduſe your appy wrfet' ſhe! is 
werimimly fnge'yod hort why! am L 
* not ſtili ia that mſtrable . ſi nation ſin 
etch let, before I gave mpthand 
«Io DowA mbroke Fat mipuatsy £ 
'**ſhould'ithbng atnldafty have had the 
«. conſolxtjongoingny lifery; to fre gon 
— witfteut A blufrPto! to alpcs + 
4 MySdearrMedchrF! replieg..Don 
4: Alvaroji wich ab dit hat (e ſidita, how 
mich he uuns aft ud hm fr 
do t. Gomplain?; and % Hum re. 
4%. ch py ou with be- ſple did cont 
dition la ede dad , by albwmy 
hopes, & reid: de Heaven fi i tute 
the melanchiolyrdayof:my departure 
44 from Valladolid, tate bbs bderi.ad ways 
d fegt and my fe but: a chant of 
© misfortunes , andauern imydufery 
t nevediwds in my o er ſto net you 
* hear from ma! Hao cb fident df yur 
$6]owe;7 Ia nceſfanvlyrepreſobted tomy- 
„gelt the condition to which my fatal 
* dtenderneſs had. reduced you Myama- 
* ation paired Donna Mencia in her 
Aitears | tyouTwhk the greateſt of al] 
© Histortudes ) and! foinetimes, i m 
& con ſeis, have tooked upon myſelf as 
8 crimisal, to having mad the 


15 ſortune to pleaſe yourrr:l have wiſhed 


« that your aſtections Had anclined to- 
. Wards Tore one of my prvals;fince the 
preference yo gave to me had coſt 
/n, ſo dear. Nevprtheleſs after ſe - 
ee den years of ſuffering, avotermriiove 
ee than ever; Ius reſolued go ſe e ou. 
could not reſiſt this defire; which, 
sat the endlof a 1 flavory „having 
% kn Oppostunty to fis H wer; in 

„ thisçdiſguiſeg to Walhadolidh at the 
% Hazartbof mp life: thetebeing inform - 

ed o every thing; came hither,-.and 
uu means to introduce myſelf imo 


nee thefamily?of the garde ner, u ho has 


- 55 eed mecto woek nader him. Vou 
0 ſte im what mamer A. have conduqted 
! $6-1y181f to obtaimuthis: private inter- 
view j but de ius ãtagine that my de 
>< fg n is to dſturb the ſelloity you enjoy, 
« by tremuning in this place“ Na! 1 


„ev mere Han- mnyſelt; 2 


— 
- 


t and nt, rave 
hol ſatisſadiom uf canverli 
« you, will go and finiſh at a 
that m fer abe life wich Þ 
lata. your quiet V2 id 45.11 e bor 


journey 
% Noy Don Alviro!inot? ovied 1, at | 4dhubifecingione chorferdati 


5.thoſe words 84 wũühnoinſuffer you 
41 f · leave me A fen timey! Þ wil 
„ long with 


6. do not affociate yourſelf with my mis 
4 fortunes; but lena menone to 
port the weight of chem.“ 
other things to the fame 

+ the more he ſeemed lia 
* hinifelt +46 my happineſa 
the beſis / diſpoſeuto chnſentitoũt; and 
hen hela me fumbyreſolved to fol- 
4 lowikim, i heichn his töne all-of a 


e but 


you, pad denn dne ſhall — wahlen other: in great tran» 
Aivide us Takempadvice,' Maid _ 
he, and live withoDon oA mbrofor; | ed Vie 


____1GHABTMS/OF GANEDIUA NET -23 
* the 2 — repaſe J 
with 


ingifrne¹¾ tesf Prasto teach 
Nati haging vel fam ita ram aht Don 
bamboo, dt his teturng would pur. 
4 þ — great: number of people; 

ad oovertiike us. Nevertheleſs, we 


#:connatard bar two days, with- 
behind 


ug; 
*tantiprinohoper that! the third would 
% pas in he ſame manner, were cons 


 DonAlviro had juft nt- 
raetancholy/ adventure which + 

h/ ν m ſe td —— 

and ] ðiZafter had iug been a ſlave five 


+ cMlecfaild years, he had recovered his liberty g 


© whbn' yeſterday; on the road to Leon, 


— ue met thoſe thieves, with whom you 
I felt myſelf © was am company. 


He is the 

© whom they murdered, with all his at- 
< tecdants, and w_ ys 12 ray 
Fareed LIT „ 


24 


„adden, und aſſu ang amol ſebene ch nl en „% ! eh te 
„% ſai}. Madam, ſined ou. h, .! CoH 3 det. 1 
:44 ſtil}-ſo mucty lob for! be eee, | oy "Fe R mane? N bi Cit Blas 
4 toi er his .-miferptoche>profperi - 

— new etijoy, et un e $83 2 ig pron were tte usted. a 
rien, wrthe'tf  end'of the DNNA, MENCIA having ended 


kingdom of Galicia, tiers Ihavea| 


thert relation, ſhed à torrent of 


149{tortt.yetroat - | Ahne h my misfor- {| teurs e hien, letting her gi ve fre 
M tunes Rave ruined my eſtate, have vento ber ſigbe, wept alſo; * matu- 
not yet derived ni ends; I havefſfcral' it to intereſt one's felf for the un- 


«(fill ſame faith fubonssvdmaining, h 
4% have-put me in a condition to car 


provided a coathiat Humor, bough 
75 We. horſes/ and um accompa- 
by three reſoltite Gallicjans, arm 

with carbinet and qu who now 

1 wait for my orders ate Wilage of 
+ Rodillas. Let us, therefore, “ added 
_ the, 44 talee dd advaritipdofoDen m- 
"0 broſio's: abſbace 4! 1 
-1©-60ach +6 come D the icaſt 
a we will. ſet out'intanthy ['1s Leonfent- 
ted; Don Alvaro flew to Rieditiasy} and 


order the! 


— 
25 


4 returned ina Mort time, with his three! 


-foetimdrey: eſpet ially fur A tine lady in 


ry l Siſtretgei was going to alt what fire 
%, .yow bf: by their aſſi ſta nce, I have 


t 


1 


intended to do in che preſent conjuno- 
tutei and peſhaps ſhe wasabout to con- 
ſut hmetcon the ſame i ſubjet᷑t hes eur 
cumverſatian /i nte dba 
moife:mthe inn hidh, in, ſpite; 
uttractbd bur vttention This noiſe was 
occaſioned by the arrival of the 2 
dor, tall used. by MV algutznls/*and a 
guardy -h; without an ceremony; en- 
-texed the rom where we» mere: A den- 
{tlotmanOwho |acoompanidd them, ap- 
pobached /me firſt, aud examin 


dre ls, had —ů —— — 
but cried; Ry /Sthiagoti this is my in- 
r mnt ear ; aveaſy to be known 
os as horſes you-tmiay e- 
thiv cd ut — of 
j . the ithieves Who have an un- 
known retreat forncuhevoigthiacouge 
. — yer at 


5 7. 's 


— 


„ arfentarits, 40 tonery ame dil vom the 
"© mit of my women z ho nbt k no. 
* ing what to thine this event, raw all 
away in the ui moſt cohſterhatibn : Inez 
*culone was privy ts nt, cbaorefufed — 
4 attach herfetÞtoimy fot tees, :beoguſe 
ne wasin lobe withyh de cham 


SET 


4 Neef Don = re 14 TT —— — by which 1 under- 

| * got in — — N Aol howasthe gentleman ho had been 

| ' #191166. carr —— gewith wer but | pobbud} and whoſe ſpoils IWwas unluckily 

16 3 — ef mig rhad þin(poſſeion of, I was ſurprized; con- 
 Ehbfore my Tecdnd miariiuge:; ' fbr I founded; and diſmayed!” The corregi- 

20 woe: 1 nothing. hat tie“ mat quis dor whoſe office obliged him to put a 

nd given me orf that ercdſidn. We dad conſtruction on my diſorder, rather 


L wolkene ente Gattielagwithoirknpw., n — it favourably, mn 
16 67 577 | * 


= l, . whale alice rſemdis hat of dn. LAM 


: * 7 


- — "4 * 


— — 


_— — "= 


* . 
3 — 


—— 34 4 wo 
—ͤ— —— — — — — 


— 
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I ſaw their eyes ſparkle wi 


nius had lent me; then exhorting 
ſelſ to take cou 


ded I, in a ſorrowful tone, *1 abuſe 


24 
that I was not aceuſed without-areaſon ; 
and preſuming that the lady might de an 
accomplice, ordered us to be impriſoned 
ſeparately. - This judge, far from-being 
one o -(Tume ſtern oounte 


name, was all: ſofrneſy and fies, but 


God k hs if he as a bitthe better fot 
that 3: for F wat no ſooner conimittad; 
than he came into the jail with his two 
terriers, I mean the alguagilsy who; not 
forgetting their laudable cuſtom began 
to rummage me in a moment. Wbt a 

orious Windfal was this, for thoſe hb! 
neſt gentlemen! 1 do not believe that 
ever * luch a booty before sat 
every handful of piſtolesthey /pulled'our, ; 


corregidor, in particular, was tranſport: / 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


* means f''' In ect, i had too x 
reaſon to ſay ſo; for a-priſener withont 
_— is like a bird whoſe wings ate 
ie wiad u. 9% ht ee 

- Inſtead of the partridge and rabbit I 
had beſpoke, they brought to me a lit. 
tile brown dread and a pitcher of water, 
und left lmertoſ fret hat leiſure in a dun 
1 ;- where: i] ſnemained fifteen whole 
ys, without ſeeing a humanccreacure, 
vnde pt the turnkey; Wh cant every 
morning to rene my ,provifion. ,» A's 
aften. as I ſa him, I endeavoured, tb 
ſpeak, and enter into Converſation with 
him, in order to divert me alittle: bert 
this venerable perſon made no anſwer 


joy; the ; to what I faid'g 4 goule not entradt ne 


word from him: nay, for the moſt part 


ed: Child,“ ſaid he, with a voice full / 
of meekneſs, © we. muſt; do, our duty; 

but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 
thou ſhaft ſuſtain no harm.“ In the 
mean time, wich all their gentleneſs, they 


emptied my Pockets, and even robbed |} 4 I have ordered the 
wi 


me of that which the thieves had reſpect. 
ed; I mean, my uncle's forty ducars : 
their greedy and Jjindefdtigable' 14 
ſearuhed me from head to foot; they 
turned me about on all ſides; and even 
ſtripped me, to ſee if 1 had any money 
between my ſhirt and my ſkin. When 
they had dexterouſly acquitted them- 
felves in this manner, I was interrogated 
by the corregidor, to whom I ingenu- 
-oufly recounted every thing that had 
Happened to me. He ordered my depo- 
tion to be taken in writing, and then 
went away with his attendants and my 
coin, leaving me entirely naked among 
the ſtraiv. 10 * 4 4 
0 life ' cried I, when I found. my- 
ſelf alone in this condition, how full 
of capricious accidents and diſappoint. 
ments art thou! Since I left Oviedo, I 
have met with nothing but- misfor - 
* tunes! Scarce had I out of one 
danger, when I fell into another | and 
© when I came into this town, I was far 
© from thinking that I ſhould ſo ſoon be- 
© come acquainted with the eorregidor.“ 
While 1 made theſe vain reflections, -1 
put on again the curſed doublet, and 
the reſt of the dreſs which my evil ge- 


rage, Come, Gil Blas,“ 
ſaid I to myſelf, * diſplay thy fortitude ; 
© it ſhall ill become thee to deſpair in an 
© ordinary priſon, after having. t thy 


ibterranean abyſs !-—But, alas “ ad- 


| of being 


0 ee to ſuch a ſevere trial in the i terly ignorant; and, as he maintained 
4 . 


| 


he came in and went ont. without fo 
much as deigning nie a look Ou dhe 
ſixteenth day, the corregidor coming in, 
ſaid, Thou:mayeſt now give a Jocks to 
„ey. I bring tber agreeable tidiags. 
who was along 
with thee to be conducted to Burgos. 
examines her defore her departure, 
and her anſwers have enculpated dhee. 
« Thou ſhalt be enlarged this very day, 
provided that the muleteer, with whom 
© (as thou ſaycſt) thou cameſt from Pen- 
. * naflor to Cacabelos, confirms thy de- 
poſition. de is now in Aﬀtorga, and 1 
Ibave ſem for him z and if he agrees 
with thee in the adventure oſ the rack, 
4 FI will inſtantly ſet thee fre 
Theſe wards gave me infinite joy: I 
looked upon myſelf as already acquitted; 
I thanked the judge for his juſt and en- 
iticus decifion ; and had not quite 
niſhe i my iment, when the car- 
rier, couducted by two ſol diert arrived : 
I remembered his face immediately; but 
he, having, without doubt, ſold my port- 
manteau, and all that was in it, was afraid 
iged toreſtore the money he 
had reteived for it, it he ſhould own 
that he knew me and therefore -afficm- 
ed, unh aſtoniſting aſſurance, that far 
from knowing me, he had never ſeen me 
before 1 Ah, traitor l': cried I; ra- 
« ther confeſs that tho haſt ſgld' my 
6 ; and bear witneſs to the truth. 
6 at me again. I am one of the 
« young people Whom you threatened 
«© with the torture, at the borough of Ca- 
« cabelos, and frightened very much.“ 
The carriernanſwered coldly, that 1 
talked ot an affair of which, he wag ut- 


to the ſaſt, that I/ was unknown te him, 
my enlargemegt was deferred till ane- 
ther time; ſo that I was obliged to arm 


© myſelf; how ſhall Leſcape from hence, 
hen I am utterly deprived of the 


. 2& 


myſelf with-patience Wer: an reſoire | 


% 
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to regale myſelf ſtill with my bread and 


water, and a ſight of the ſilent turnkey. 


The thoughts of my being unable to 
free myſelf from the claws of juſtice, | 


although I was not guilty, of the leaſt 
crime, threw me into deſpair. I wiſhed 
myſelf again in the cavern, where, in 
the main, ſaid I to myſelf, 1 was leſs 
diſagreeably ſituated than in this dun- 
« geon : there I ate and drank in plen- 


«ty, converſed with the robbers, and 


lived in the ſweet hope of making my 
« eſcape; inſtead of which, notwith- 
* ftanding my innocence, I ſhall, per- 
« haps, think myſelf happily quit, to get 
* out of th's place in order to be ſent to 
© the gallies.? PLD 


CHAP. XIII. 


By what accident Gil Blas was ſet at liberty 
at lat; and whither he directed his courſe. 


WE I paſſed my days in enter- 


taining myſelf with theſe reflec- 
tions, my adventures, ſuch as appeared 
in my depoſition, ſpread all over the 
town; upon which many people, being 
curious to ſee me, came and preſented 
themſelves, one after another, at a ſmall 
chink, through which the light was con- 
veyed into my priſon; and after having 
obſerved me for ſome time, went away. 
} was ſurprized at this novelty; for 
ſince the day of my impriſonment, I had 
not before ſeen a living ſoul at that win- 
dow, which ſerved to enlighten a court 
where horror reigned in ſilence. Gueſ- 
ſing from this, that I made ſome noiſe 
in town, I did not know whether to in- 
terpret it as a good or bad omen. 

One of the firſt that offered themſelves 
to my view, was the little ballad-finger 
of Mondonedo, who having been equal- 
ly afraid of the torture, had fled as well 
as I. I knew him again immediately; 
and, as he did not pretend to have for- 
got me, we ſaluted one another; and 
falling into a long converſation, I was 
obliged to repeat my adventures anew ; 
for his part, he informed me of what 
had happened at the inn at Cacabelos, 
between the carrier and the new- mar- 
ried wife, after we had been driven 
away by a panick: in a word, he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of what I 
have already rehearſed on that ſubject. 
Afterwards, taking leave of me for the 
preſent, he promiſed, - without loſs of 
time, to labour for my deliverance : 
and every. body who came (as he did) 
through grioſiiy, ſeemed affected with 
my misfortune, and even aſſured me, 
* they would join the liitle ballad- 
Nee | 


— 
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4 


cence, ef 
had told him what he knew of the mat- 


— 
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finger, and da all that lay in their pow= 
er to procute my enlargement. 5 
They kept their promiſe effectually, 


and ſpoke in my behalf to the corregi- 


dor, who no longer doubting my inno- 
ially when the ballad-Gnger | 


ter, at the end of three weeks came in- 
to the priſon, and faid, * Gil Blas, I 
don't chuſe to protract things: go; 


thou art free, and mayeſt quit the pri- 


© ſon when thou wilt. But tell me,“ 
purſued he, it thou ſhouldſt be brought 
© to the wood in which the ſubterranean 
retreat is, couldſt thou not find it out?“ 
No Sir,” I replied; for as I went 
© in at night, and came out before day, 
it would be impoſlible for me. to fix 
upon the ſpot,” Upon this the judge 


withdrew ; telling me, that he was going 


to order the turnkey to ſet the priſon- 
doors open fer me. In effect, the gaoler 
came into my dungeon a moment after, 
with one of his men carrying a bundle 
of cloaths ; and ſtripping me (with a 
grave and filent air) of my doublet and 
breeches, which were made of fine cloth, 
and almoſt new, they put me on a ſhab- 
by footman's frock, and puſhed me out- 
by the ſhoulders, ' l 
The joy that priſoners commonly feel 
in recovering their liberty, was mode- 
rated by my confuſion in ſeeing myſelf 
ſo poorly equipped; and I was tempted 
to leave the town inftantly, that I might 
withdraw myſelf from the eyes of the 
people, whoſe looks I could ſcarce en- 
dure : but my 8 got the better 
of my ſhame; I went to thank the bal. 


-| lad-finger, to whom I was ſo much 


obliged ; and he could not help laugh. 

ing when he ſaw me. What a ſtrange 

figure you are!” ſaid he: juſtice, 1 
* ſee, has been done you in all her 
forms. —“ I do not complain of juſ- 
* tice,” I replied; * ſhe is moſt equitable : 
© I with only that all her officers were 
© honeſt men. They ought at leaſt to 
« have ſpared my cloaths, which I think 
1 paid for pretty handſomely.— 1 
© think ſo too, ſaid he; but they will 
© tell. you, theſe are formalities which 


© muſt be obſerved... What! do you. 


« think (for example) that your horſe 
© has been reſtored to the right owner? 
nat at all; I aſſure you, he is now 
actually in the ſtable of the town-clerk, 
* where he has been depoſited as a proof 
© of the robbery; and I don't believe 
© the poor gentleman will ever retrieve 
©{o much as the crupper. But let us 
© ſhift our diſcourſe, continued: he: 
* what is your deſign? what ſcheme do 

D ' . L you 


lh. 


that I was-not aceuſed without-areaſon ; 
and preſuming that the lady might be an 
accomplice; ordered us to be impriſoned 
ſeparately. ' This judge, far from-being” 
one o aſſume wſerwoounte 
name, was all: ſoſtueſi and fie, but 
God knows if he was he better fot 
that 3: for wat no ſooner) committad: 
than he eame inta the jail with his ty 
terriers, I mean the alguagilsy who; not 
forgettintz their — cuſtom; began 
to rummage me in a moment. -Whhe 4 | 
glorious Mad fal was this for thaſt hb! 
neſt gentle men! I do not believe that 
ever they got ſuch u booty before» 42 
every handfnl of piſtoles chey pul led but, 
I ſaw their eyes ſparkle with joy 7 the 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES or 


corregidor, in particular, was tranſport: | 
ed: Child, ſaid he, with-a voice ful 
of meekneſs, e muſt; do our duty; 
© but be not afraid: if thou art innocent, 
© thou ſhaft ſuſtain no harm.“ In the! 


mean time, with all their gentleneſs, they [A. #4 bring thee: 
_ emptied my pockets, and even robbed AL have'Grdere4.the 


me of that w 9 thieves had teſpect- 
ed; I mean, uacie's forty ducats: 
their and — b; 


ſearuhed me from head to — Whey! 
turned me about on all ſides; and even 
Kripped me, to ſee if 1 had aty money | 
between my ſhirt and my ſkin. When ||. 
they had dexterouſly acquitted them 
felves in this manner, I was interrogated|| « 
dy the corregidor, to whom: I in 
oully recounted every thing that hud | 
thappened to me. He ordere 
ntion to be taken in writing, and 
went away with his attendents and my 
— booms bs me — aaked among 
e 
„ O'lifet' cried I, ; when L found, my. 
kel alone in this condition, how full 
of capricious accidents and 8 
„ — art thou ! Since I left Oviedo, 1 
have met with nothing misfor- | 
„tunes! Scarce had 1 


out of one 
danger, when I fell into another I and 
© when I came inte this town, I was far 
from thinking that I ſhould ſo ſoon be- 
come acquainted with the 0 
While 1 made theſe vain reflections, - 1 
put on again the curſed doublet, and 
the reſt of the dreſs which my evil ge - 

nius had lent me; then exhorting my - 
ſelſ to take courage, Come, Gil Blas,“ 

ſaid I to myſelf, * diſplay thy fortitude ; 
it (hall il} become thee to deſpair in an 
3 priſon, after — 
ience to ſuch a ſevere tri 


t th 
t S Fin the ' 1 and, as: he maintained 
29; 8 abyſs l— But, alas 1“ ad- | to t that l/ was unknown to him, 


ded 1, in a ſorrow ful 1 abuſe 


ax chem, - 


| 


© my an how ſhall Leſcape % m hence, 
*when I am FORTE deprived of the 


FR 


tm ett; i had to 


E to-ſay@'; for a wr 


2 money, is like a bird whoſe + \wings. ate 
1 — 


| 5 


1 


neue Mind" a on. 1 13.43% 
of the partri wnd-796bje-T 
had beſpoke, they brought to me a lit. 
tie brown dread and à pitcher of water, 
left l mertol free 2 10 a dun 
„ where:i1 ſnemalneed fifteen whole 
ys, without freeing a human/ creature, 
bucdept.the-turnkby} who''came; every 
morning to rene. m thon. As 
aſten 28. L fawi-himgy —— td 
and antes into Converſation with 
him, in order to divert me alittle; bert 
this venerable per per ſon made no anſwer 
to irhat d $1 mayo en trad hne 
word from him: nay, for the maſt part 
he came in and went ont. without? fo 
2 — — a mm A 14, ty 
i12teent 7 qt rreg r n, 
laid, * Thoumgyeſt now give 2 
able tidiags. 
who was along 
'< with thee to de conducted, td Hung os. 
4 Fexatminedher defore her departure, 
and her anſwers have exc hee. 
Thou halt be enlar 2 day, 
provided that the muleteer with: _ 
las thou ſaycſt) thou — 
4 2 to los, thy: _— 
ſition. ble: now:in Aﬀtorga, and I 
e ſent for, him g. and if he: agrees 
of with thee in the adventure of the racks 
« Fill, inſtantly ſet;thee free.“ 
Theſe words * me infinite joy: 1 
looked upon myſelf. as already acquitted ; 
I thanked the judge for his juſt and en- 
fn wy deciſion ; and had not quite 
iment. When the car- 
two foldiers, arrived : 
I — — his face immediately; but 
he, having, without doubt, fold my port- 
mantesu, and all that was in it, was afraid 
of being d toreſtore the money he 
had received for it, it he ſhould own 
that he knew me; and therefore-afficm- 
ed, n aſtoniſtung afſurauce, that far 
from know ing me, he had hever ſeen me 
before 1. Ah, traitor) ;cried; I (ra- 
6 * ther confeſs that thou haſt fad my 
oy ood bear witneſs to the — 
me agnin. I am one of the 
people whom — threatened 
8 the borough of Ca- 
ghieged very much.“ 
225 
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of which.he e Wag, ut- 


my enlargement was deferred till ano- 
ther time; ſo that I was obliged to arm 


PIER with patience , Nas | 
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to regale myſelf ſtill with my bread and 
water, and a ſight of the filent turnkey. 
The thoughts of my being unable to 
free myſelf from the claws' of juſtice, | 


although I was not guilty, of the leaſt 
crime, threw me into deſpair. I wiſhed 


myſelf again in the cavern, © where, in 


the main, ſaid I to myſelf, 5 I was leſs 
« diſagreeably ſituated than in this dun- 


« lived in the ſweet hope of making my 
« eſcape; inſtead of which, - notwith- 
* ſtanding my innocence, I ſhall, per- 
© haps, think myſelf happily quit, to get 


out of this place in order to be ſent to 


the gallies.” _ 


CHAP. XIII. 


By what accident Gil Blas was ſet gt liberty 
at laſt ; and whither he direfted his cow ſe. 


I HILE I paſſed my days in enter- 


taining myſelf with theſe reflec- 
tions, my adventures, ſuch as appeared 
in my depoſition, ſpread all over the 
town; upon which many people, being 
curious to ſee me, came and preſented 
themſelves, one after another, at a ſmall 
chink, through which the light was con- 


veyed into my priſon; and after having 


obſerved me for ſome time, went away. 
} was ſurprized at this novelty; for 
ſince the day of my impriſonment, I had 
not before ſeen a living ſoul at that win- 


dow, which ſerved to enlighten a court 


where horror reigned in ſilence. Gueſ- 
ſing from this, that I made ſome noiſe 
in town, I did not know whether to in- 
terpret it as a good or bad omen. 

One of the firſt that offered themſelves 


to my view, was the little ballad-finger 


of Mondonedo, who having been equal- 
ly afraid of the torture, had fled as well 


. as I. I knew him again immediately; 


and, as, he did not pretend to have for- 
ot me, we ſaluted one another; and 
alling into a long converſation, I was 
obliged to repeat my adventures anew; 
for his part, he informed me of what 
had happened at the inn at Cacabelos, 
between the carrier and the new- mar- 
ried wife, after we had been driven 
away by a panick: in a word, he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of what I 
have already rehearſed on that ſubject. 
Afterwards, taking leave of me for the 
preſent, he promiſed, without loſs of 
time, to labour for my deliverance : 
and every body who came (as he did) 


through gurioſiiy, ſeemed affected with 


my mis fortune, and even aſſured me, 
that they would join the little ballad- 
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* geon : there I ate and drank in plen- 
« ty, converſed with the robbers, and a 


finger, and da all that lay in their po- 


er to procure my enlargement. 
They kept their promiſe effectually, 
and ſpoke in my behalf to the corregi- 
dor, who no longer doubting my inno- 
cence, eſpecially when the ballad- ſinger 


ter, at the end of three weeks came in- 
to the priſon, and 'faid, * Gil Blas, 
* don't chuſe to protract things: go; 

thou art free, and mayeſt quit the pri- 
© fon when thou wilt. But tell me,“ 
purſued he, it thou ſhouldſt be brought 


—* No Sir,“ I replied; * for as I went 
in at night, and came out before day, 
it would be impoſſible for me. to fix 


upon the ſpot. Upon this the judge 


withdrew; telling me, that he was going 
to order the turnkey to ſet the priſon- 
doors open fer me. In effect, the gaoler 

came into my dungeon a moment after, 
with ont of his men carrying a bundle 
of cloaths ; and ftripping me (with a 
grave and filent air) of my doublet and 

reeches, which were made of fine cloth, 

and almoſt new, they put me on a ſhab- 

by footman's frock, and puſhed me out 
by the ſhoulders, * REM. 

The joy that priſoners commonly feel 

in recovering their liberty, was mode - 
rated by my confuſion in ſeeing myſelf 
ſo pony equipped; and I was tempted 
to leave the town inſtantly, that I might 

withdraw myſelf from the eyes of the 
people, whoſe looks I could ſcarce en- 
dure : but my pe- got the better 
of my ſname; I went to thank the bal. 


-| lad-finger, to whom I was ſo much 


obliged ; and he could not help laugh. - 

ing when he ſaw me. What a ſtrange 
© figure you are!” ſaid he: juſtice, 1 
© ſee, has been done you in all her 
© forms.'—* I do not complain of juf- 
* tice,” Ireplied; * ſhe is moſt equitable : 
I with only that all her officers were 


|] 4 honeſt men; They ought at leaſt to 
© have ſpared my cloaths, which I think 


1 paid for pretty handſomely.— 1 
lan 10 tee, laid he but they will 


muſt be obſerved... What! do you. 
« think (for example) that your horſe 
© has been reſtored to the right owner? 
© nat at all; I aſſure xg is now 
actually in the ſtable of the town-clerk, 
* where he has been depoſited as a proof 


of the robbery; and I don't believe 


the poor geatleman will ever retrieve 
«ſo much as the ctupper. But let us 
* ſhift our diſcourſe, continued he: 


« what is your deſign? what ſcheme do 
Di hs F'you 
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had told him what he knew of the mat- 


to the wood in which the ſubterranean -- | 
retreat is, couldſt thou not find it out?? 


© tell. you, theſe are formalities which 
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; r intend to proſecute at preſent?” — 
I want te go to Burgos,“ ſaid I, in 
z order to find out the lady 1 delivered, 
g who will give me a few piſtoles, with 
which I will purchaſe a new caſſock, 
and repair to Salamanca, where I will 
endeavour to make my Latin turn to 
* ſome advantage. All i am concerned 
* at is, that I am at ſome diftance from 
© Burgos, and ſhall want ſubſiftence on 
© the road F underſtand you, he 
3 © here is my purſe ; 'tis, in- 
« deed a little low ; but a ballad-ſinger, 
you know, is not a biſhop.” At the 
ſame time he flipped it into my hand ſo 
cheerfully, that I could not for my foul 
refuſe the offer, ſuch as it was. I thank- 
ed him as much as if he had given me 
all the gold in Peru, and made a thou- 
ſand profeſſions of ſervice, which I ne- 
ver had an opportunity to perform. 
Then, bidding him farewel, 1 left the 
town, without having viſited thoſe other 
perſons who had contributed to my en- 
Tennent? cantenting mylelt with be. 
Rowing upon them in my thoughts a 
thouſand benedictions. 
The little“ batiad-finger was in the 
right to ſpeak modeſtly of his purſe, in 
which 1 found very little money ; but, 
happily for me, 1 had been uſed two 
months to a very frugal diet; and 1 
had ſtill ſome rials left when I arriv- 
ed at the borough of Ponte de. Mula, 
which is but a little way from Burgos. 
Here I halted to enquire about Denna 
Mencia, and going into an inn, the miſ. 
treſs of which was a little, lean, fierce, 
inſolent creature, I perceived at once, 
by the diſdainful look fhe darted at me, 
that my frock was not at all to her lik- 
ing; a diſguſt which I forgave with all 
any heart. I fat down at table, where 1 
ate ſome bread and cheeſe, and ſwal- 
- lowed a few draughts of execrable wine, 
which they braught for me; and during 
this repaſt, which was very well ſuited 
to my dreſs, I wanted to enter into con- 
verſation with my landlady. - I begged 
Her to tell me, it ſhe knew the Marquis 
of Guardia; if his caſtle was far from 
the borough; and, in particular, if ſhe 
had heard what was become of the 
marchionefs his lady. You aſk a great 
© many queſtions,” replied the, with 4 
ſcorntul laok. She ern howerer, 
though with a very bad grace) that 
| — cattle of Don Ambroſia was but a 
mort league From Ponte de Mala. * 
When I had done eating and drink- 
ing, (it being by this time pretty late) 
F exprefied a deſire of going to reſt, and 


| + tory at Aſtorga, dehring him to 


hade them fhew me into & bed-cham- 


ſhe ſpoke: but I made no reply, and 
very wiſely condeſcended to ſueak into 
the ſtraw; where, in a very ſhort time, 
1 ſlept like one who had ſuffered much 
fatigue,  -— 


CH AP. XIV. 


Of his reception at Burgos by Donna Mencia. 


Did not lie a- bed like a ſluggard next 
morning, but 'went to reckon with 
my landlady, who ſeemed leſs proud 
and ſnappiſh than ſhe had been the night 
before; a change that I aſcribed to the 
preſence of three honeſt ſoldiers belong 


| ing to the holy brotherhood, who con- 


verſed with her in a very familiar may- 
ner. They had lodyed all night at the 
inn; and it was, doubtleſs, for tfeſe 
gentlemen of importance, that all the beds 
had been beſpoke. 
Enquiring, in the borough, the way 
to the caſtle whither I wanted to go, 1 


| addrefled myſelf by accident to a may 


of the character of my landlord at Pen- 
na flor: not contented with anfwering 
the queſtion I aſked, he let me know 
that Don Ambroufko was dead three 
weeks ago, and that the marchioneſs 
his lady had retired into a convent at 
Burgos, which he named. I repaired 
immediately to that city, inſtead of fol- 
lowing the road to the caſile, as I for- 
merly intended; and ftying dxectly to 


the convent where ſhe was, begged the 


tavour of the portreſs to tell her, that 
à young man juſt releaſed from the gaot 
of Aſtorga, defired to ſpeak with — 


The nun went immediately to do what 


I defired, and returning, introduced me 
into a parlour, where I had not been 
lang, when I ſaw the widow of Don 


- Ambroſio appear at the grate in deep 


motrning. 
* You are welcome,“ ſaid the lady to 
me: four days ago, 1 wrote to a per- 
to 
you from me, and tell you, LY: 
© ſhonld-be glad to fee you, 'as ſoon as 
* you ſhoutt be releaſed ; and I did not 
doubt of your being enlarged in 2 


© very little time, what I ſaid to the 


carregidor 
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ing my confuſion, on account of ap- 


never ſhould” have ſeen me again 


« ſufficient for that put poſe. In anſwer 
« to this, he wrote, that you had reco- 
« yered your liberty that nobody knew | 
* whither you was gone; ſo that I was 
« afraid 1 ſhould: never (ee you again, 
and —ů be deprived ot the 
c pleaſure of maniteſting my gratirude. | 
6 Don't be aſhamed,” ad ed the (obſerv- 


* corregidor in your behalf having been | 
| 


pearing befoce her in ſuch a miſerable 
dreſs;) let not your prefent conditiba 
give yon the leaſt uneaſineſs. 
the important ſervice you have done 
me, I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful 
K all women, it 1 neglected to do 
ſomething for you: I intend to extri- 
' cate you our of the wretched ſituntion 
in which you are; it is my duty, and 
I am able to perform it. The con- 
ſideruble wealth © am now miſtreſs 
* of, impowering me to acquit myſelf 
* towards you, without incommoding 
« myſelf. - | 

* You know,” continued ſhe, my 
adventures, to the day on which we 
© were both impriſoned ; and I will tell 
you what has happened te me ſince. 
When the corregidor of Aſtorga had 
© ordered me to be conducted to Burgos, 
after Having heard from my mouth a 
* faithful relation of my ſtory, I repair- 
© ed to Don Ambroſio's cattle, where 
© my return occaſioned extreme fur. 
prize, though I was told it was too 
late; for the marquis, thunderſtruck 
© at the news of my ſliglit, had fallen 
ill, and the phyſicians deſpaired of His 
« life, This was freſt cauſe for me to 
* complain. of the rigour of my fate: 
* nevertheleſs, having advertiſed him of 
* my arrival, I entered his chamber, 
and running to his bedſide, rhrew my- 
© ſelf on my knees, my face bathed in 
© tears, and my heart oppreſſed with the 
* moſt afflitting grief!'—** What brings 
« you hither?“ {aid he, when he per- 
* ceived me; „ are you come to con- 
template your own work? Was it 
„not ſufficient for you to deprive me 
of life; but you muſt al ſo have the 
* ſatisfaction of _ an eye-witnels 
*« of my death P?—* No, my lord,“ 1 
* replied, “ Inez wuſt have told you, 
* that I fled with my huſband ; and had 
it not been ſa the diſmal accident 
*« which has * 2 d me of him, you 


« At the fame time Þ let him know, that 
Don Alvaro had been murdered by 
* robbers, who afterwards carried me 
into their ſubterranean retreat ; and, 


GIL BLAS\0F-SANTILUNNE: © _. 


After | 


| © The world ſhall not 


* ha . When I had done fpeak- 
jag, Don Ambroſſo ſtretched out hit 


hand to me, ſaying, with the utmor? 


© tenderneſs; I am ſatisfied; 1 will 
« not complair: why ſhonld I reproach 
« you? Having-found again a hiiſband - 
«© whom you dearly loved, you aban- 
te doned me to follow his fortune: bught 
© I to blame you for ſuch a conduct ? 


No, Madam, 1 ſhould have been in 


the wrong to murmur at it, therefore. 
** would not ſuffer you to be purſued 2 
„ revered the facred rights of our 
e raviſher, and even your inclination 
© towards him. In fine, I do you juf- 
« tice; and by your return, you have 
* retrieved all my tenderneſs! Yes, my 
„ dear Mencia, your preſence over- 
„% whelms me with joy! but alas it will 
© not laſt long. I feel my laſt hour © 
„approaching ! Scarce are you reſtored - 


« to my arms, when 1 muſt bid you an 
„eternal adieu!“ At theſe * 
© words, my tears redoubled ! I felt an 


« expreſſed an immoderate affliction! I 
* queſtion if the death of Don Alvaro, 
« whom I adored, had coſt me more 
* ſighs! Don Ambroſio's preſage of his 
© own death was but too true : he ex- 
© pired next day; and I remained mif, 
© tre(s of a conſiderable eſtate, which he 
© had ſettled upon me at our marriage. 
1 intend to make py. boy uſe of it. 
me (though 
am till young) throw myſelf into 
arms of a third huſband: for; beſides 
that 1 think fuch condntt would be 
* inconſiftent- with the virtue and deli- 
* cacy of my ſex, I own, I have no 
* longer any .reliſh for the world; but 
* defign to end my days in this convent, 
and become a benefaQtrefs to ir,” 
uch vas the diſcourſe of Donnit 
Menciz; who, taking out a purſe from 
under her robe, put it in my hand, ſuy- 
ing, © Here are à hundred ducats, whieli 
© give you only to buy clodths : come 
© and ſee nie again, after you have 
© eqitipped yourſelf; for 1 do not in- 
© tend to confine my gratitude within - 
ſuch narrow bounds.? I gave the lady 
a thouſand thanks; and ſwore 1 woul 
not depart from Burgos, without takin 
leave of her: after this o#th, whith 
had no intention to break, I Went in 
ueſt of an inn, and going into the firſt 
perceived, demanded a robm, telling 
the landlord (to prevent the Bad opt- 
nion he might conceive of nie; from the © 
ſhabby frock) that, notwithſtanding my 
appearance, I was in a condition'to pay 
handſomely for my lodging. Art the 
words, the innkeeper, whoſe name was 


ia mort informed him ot all that had | 
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Majaelo, naturally a great wag, 
ing me from top*to 


TIER His Ton 


hf of 2 
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ſurvey- 
ottom, anſwered 


dryly, with a ſarcaſtick ſneer, there was 


no occaſion for ſuch an aſſurance, to 
perſuade him that I ſhould ſpend like a 
rince in his houſe; for he diſcovered 
ln in noble in me, by my dreſs; 
and, in ſhort, did not doubt that I was 
a gentleman of a very independent for- 
tune. I could eaſily perceive that the 
raſcal rallied me, and in order to put an 
end to his witticiſms, ſhewed my purſe. 
1 even counted my ducats on a table be- 
fore him, and obſerving that my coin 
altered his opinion very much in my fa- 
vour, deſired he would recommend me 
to a taylor. You had beiter, ſaid he, 
* ſend for a broker, who will bring along 
© with him all. kinds of apparel ready 
© made, and fit you in a trice.“ I ap- 
roved of his advice, and reſolved to 
Lollo it: but the day being near a 
cloſe, deferred my E till next 
morning, and thought of nothing but 
making a good ſupper, to indemnify me 
for the ſorry meals I had made ſince my 
deliverance from the cavern. | 


CHA P. XV. * 


Of the manner in which Gil Blas drefſed 

himſelf. "Of the new preſent he received 

From tie lady, and the equipage in which 
he departed from Burgos. 


T* EY brought tor my ſupper a huge 
fricaſſee of ſheep-trotters, which 
I picked to the bones ; and having drank 
in proportion, | betook, myſelf to reſt. 
As I had the convenience of a good bed, 
I was in hopes of enjoying a ſound ſleep : 
but for all that, could not cloſe. my eyes; 
my thoughts N ingrofſed in deter- 
mining upon the dreſs I was to chuſe. 
What muſt 1 do“ ſaid I to myſelf ; 
_ © proſecute my firſt deſign, buy a caſ- 
© ſock, and go to Salamanca in queſt of 
© a tutor's place? But, why ſhould I take 


© the habit of a licentiate? Am I am- 


© bitious of conſecrating myſelf to the 
church; or have I the leaſt bias that 
© way 2 No. I feel myſelf, on the con- 
© trary, quite otherwiſe inclined : 1 will 
© turn gentleman, and endeavour to make 
my fortune in the world.” _ 25 
Having reſolved upon this, I longed 
for day with the utmoſt impatience ; and 
no ſooner perceived the glimpſe of light, 
than I got up, and made ſo much noiſe 
in the inn, that IL wakened all thoſe who 
were aſleep. I called the waiters, who 
were ſtill a-bed, and who loaded me 
with curſes, by way of anſwer. The 
were obliged to riſe, however, and 


| 
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gave them no quarter, until ohe of tham 


had gone for a broker, who ſoon ap- 
peared, followed by two apprentices, 
carrying each a great green bag on his 
ſhoulders. He faluted me with great 
civility, ſaying, * Signior Cavalier, you 
* are very happy in having applied to 
* me rather than to any other body. 1 
don't chuſe to diſparage my brethren. ' 
| © God. forbid that I ſhould prejudice 
their reputation in the leaſt ; but be- 
* tween you and me, there's no con- 
* ſcience among them. They are all as 
abandoned as Jews. I am the only 
* honeſt broker in town. I confine my- 
* ſelf to a moderate profit; being ſa- 
* tisfied with a pound in the ſhilling—T 
mean, a ſhilling in the pound. Thank 
* Heaven! I deal upon the ſquare with 
* all mankind,” | | 
The broker, after this preamble, 
which I took for goſpel, ordered his 
men to untie the bundles, and ſhewed 
me ſuits of all colours, Some which 
were of plain cloth I rejected with diſ- 
dain, as being too mean ; but they made 
me try, one which ſeemed to have been 
made exactly for my ſhape, and which 
ſtruck my fancy, although. ſomewhat 
worn. It conſiſted of a doublet with 
flaſhed ſleeves, a pair of breeches, and a 
cloak, the whole af blue velvet em- 
broidered with gold. Fixing on this, I 
cheapened it, and the broker, perceiving 
I was bent upon it, obſerved that 1 had 
an excellent taſte. Odds bodikins !? 
cried he, one may ſee you know what 
you are about, I can tell you that fuit- 
* was made for one of the greateſt lords 
© in the kingdom, who never had it three 
times on his back. Examine the velvet, 
nothing can be finer ; and as for the 
* embroidery, you muſt conteſs the work 
is Cexquilite,'—+ What will you ſell it 
« for?” ſaid I, He anſwered, * Sixty 
* ducats: I ama rogue if I have not re- 
« fuſed the money.“ The alternative 
Wes plain. I offered five-and-forty, 
which might be about double the value: 
© Mr. What-d'ye-call um,“ replied the 
broker, with an air of indifference ; 
I never exact too much. I am always 
* ata word. Here,“ continued he, ſhew - 
ing me ſome of thoſe I had retuled, 
© buy this; 111 ſell it a pennyworth.“ 
This was only to excite my deſire of 
purchaſing that which.I had cheapened ; 
and | accordingly, imagining that he 
would -not abate one farthing of his 
price, I counted into his hand the fixty | 
ducats. When he ſaw me part with 
them ſo eaſily, I believe in ſpite of his 


| boaſted honeſty, he withed that 


he had 
_ aſked + 
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aſked a f 
fatisfied, however, with having gained 
nineteen ſhillings in the pound, he went 
away, with his apprentiges, whom I had 
not forgotten, 

Having now a very handſome cloak, 
doublet and breeches, I ſpent the reſt 
of the morning in providing other ne- 
ceſſaries. I bought a hat, ſilk ſtockings, 
a ſword ; after which, 
having dreſſed, what infinite pleaſure 
had 1 in beholding myſelf ſo well equip- 
ped i. My eyes (to-uſe the expreſſion) 
could not ſufficiently glut themſelves 
with my attire ; never peacock 2 

lated his own feathers with more ſatis- 
action. That very day I made my ſe- 
cond viſit to Donna Mencia, who ſtill 
received me very kindly, and thanked 
me again for the ſervice I had done her. 


— ñ— — — — 


on both ſides ; after which, wiſhing me 
all happineſs, ſhe bade me farewel, and 
retired without giving me any thing but 
a ring worth thirty piſtoles, which ſhe 


deſired me io keep in remembrance of 


her. | | 

1 looked very blank with my ring, 
having laid my account with receiving a 
much, more conliderable preſent, and 
trudged back to my lodgings ina brown 
ſtudy, little ſatisfied with the lady's ge- 
neroſity. But jaſt as I entered tne inn, 
a man who had followed me all the way, 
came in likewiſe, and laying aſide the 
cloak in which he was muffled up, diſco- 


vered a great bag under his arm. At; 


the appariiion of this bag, which had 
all the air of being full of money, I, 
as well as ſome other people who were 
prelent, ſtared with our eyes wide open; 
and I thought I heard the voice of an an- 
gel, when the man, laying the bag upon 
a table, pronounced, Signior Gil Blas, 
here is ſomething that my Lady Mar- 
* chioneſs has ſent you.“ 
profound bows to the bearer, whom I 
overwhelmed with civility ; and he was 
no ſooner gone, than I darted upon the 
bag like a hawk upon his prey; and 
carrying it to my chamber, untied it, 
without loſs of time; and found in it a 
thouſand ducats. I had juſt made an end 
of counting them, when my landlord; 
who had heard what the porter ſaid; 
came in to ſee the contents of the bag: 
Thunderſtruck at the ſight of my coin 
ſpread upon the table, Zounds,' cried 
he, hat a vaſt ſum of money is here 


* You_ muſt be a devil among the wo- 


© men,” added he, with a ſatirical ſmile ; 
for although you have not been four 
* and twenty hours in Burgos, you have 


ond. 


reat deal more: pretty well 


On that ſcore, many gompliments paſſed 


I made many 
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© poſſible,” 


a. marchioneſs already under contri» 
A edt wn bet 
This diſcourſe did net diſguſt me 1 
was tempted to leave Majuelo in his-miſ- 
take, which already gave me a ſenſible 
plcaſure ; ſo that I do not wonder that 
oung tellows love to be thought men o 
intrigue. My innocence, however, got 
the better of my vanity ; I undeceived 
y landlord, and recuunted the ſtory of 
onna Mencia, to which he liſteued 
with great attention. I then diſcloſed 
the (tate of my affairs; and, as he ſeem- 
ed to intereſt himſelf in my behalf, beg- 
ged the afliſtance of his advice. Having 
muſed a while, Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid - 
he, I havea regard for you; and ſince 
© you have confidence enough in me, to 
* unboſom yourſelf in this manner, 1 
will, without — 7 tell you what I 
think you are fitted for. As you ſeem 
deſigned by nature for the court, I ad- 
viſe you to go thither, and attach your - 
ſelf to fome grandee ; but be ſure either 
to meddle in his concerns, or enter into 
* his pleaſures ; otherwiſe you will loſe 
your time. I know the great. They 
* look upon the zeat and attachment of 
© an honeſt man as nothing at all; and 


mind only ſuch as are neceſſary to 
them. But you have another reſource z? 


continued he, you are young und hand · 


* ſome; and theſe qualifications alone, 


without the leaſt glimpſe of under- 


« ſtanding, are more than ſufficient to 4 


© captivate. a rich widow, or ſome fine 
lady unhappily married: if love rums 
gentlemen of fortune, it often main- 
© tains thoſe who. have none. It is my 
advice, therefore, that you go to Ma- 
* drid ; but you muſt by no means ap- 
« pear without attendants : they judge 
© there, as in other places, by appear- 
© ance; and you will be conſidered only -- 
in proportion. to the figure you make. 
© I will recommend a ſervant to you 
a faithful domeſtick —a prudent, ſober 
„ fellow—in one word, a man of my 
* own making. Purchaſe à couple of 
© mules, one for yourſelf, and another 
„for him, and ſet out as ſoon as 
This advice was too much to my own 
taſte, to be neglected : I therefore next 
morning bought two handſome mules, 
and hired the ſervant he had recom- 
mended : he was a fellow thirty years 
old, of a fimple, religious aſpect,” born 
(as he ſaid) in the kingdom of Gallicia  _ 
his name was Ambrots de Lamela : far 

from being ſelfiſh, like other ſervants, . 
he made_no words about his wages, but 


alſured nie he would be contented with 


: o 
- what 
" 4 1 


<< > — — . -- — —— -  . 


what in my goodneſs I ſhould think pro- 

er to beſtow. Having provided myſelt 
Tikewite with boots, and a portmantean 
to held my linen and caſh, I cleared 
with my landlord, and early next morn- 
ing let out from Burgos, on my way to 
_ Madrid. * * 1 


CH AP. xVI. 


Jews that we ought not to truſt too much to 
liger. 
E flept the firſt night at Duennas, 
and arriving at Valladolid the 
day following, about four o'clock in the 
atternoon alighted at an inn, which 
ſeemed one of the beit in town. I left 
the care of my mutes to my lacquey, and 
$oing up ſtairs into a chamber, whither 
ordered a {ervant of the houfe to bring 
my portmanteau, felt myſelf a little fa- 
tigued, and withaut taking off my boots, 
threw myfelt on the bed, where 1 fell 
afleep infenfibly, It being almott night 
when I waked, I called for Ambroſe, 
who was gone out, but returned in a lit- 
tle time; when 1 aſked where he had 
been, he rephed, with a pions air, that 
he was juſt come from church, where he 
had been to return thanks to Heaven, 
for having prelerved him from all evil 
accidents: on the road-from Burgos even 
unto Valladolid: 1 approved of his 
condutt, and bade him order a fowl to 
the fire for my ſupper. g 
At that very inſtant, my landlord en- 
tered with a taper in his hand, lighting 
in a lady, ho ſeemed more handfome 
than young, and very richly dreſſed: 
ſue was ſquired by an old uſher, and a 
lietle blackamoor carried her tram. 1 
was not a little ſurpriaed when this lady, 
after having made a low curtſey, aſked 
if I was not Signior Gil Blas of Santil- 
lane; to which I had no ſooner anſwer- 
ed ia the affirmative, than ſhe quitted 
her attendant, and embraced ine with a 
tranſport of joy, that redoubled my 
aſtoniſhment. Bleſted be Heaven, cri- 
ed ſhe, * for this meeting! You are the 
« perſon, Signior Cavalier; you are the 
very perſon I was in queſt. of.“ At 
this preamble, I thought of the paraſite 
at Pennaflor, and began to look upon 
the lady as a downright bite ; when 1 
was induced to think more fayourably 
mag what followed. © F am, added 
the, ebuſin-german to Donna Meneia 
© of Maſquera, who. has been ſo much 
<.obliged' to you; and received à letter 
* from her this morning, importing, 
© that having heard you was going to 
Madrid, I would oblige her very much 
" 4 \ 
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| © particular, to my dear couſin. 


by treating you handſomely, provided 
you ſhould paſs this way: have been 
© mmnning all over the town thefe two 
© hours, inquiring from inn to inn, about 
„all the ſtrangers that arrived; and by 
the deſcription your landlord gave me 
© of you, i imagined you might be the 
* deliverer of my couſin. Ah! now that 
* | have found you," continued ſhe, © your 
* ſhall ſee how ſenſible I am of the fer- 
* vices you have done my family, and in 
You 
* thall come ro my houſe immediately, 
(it you pleaſe) where you will be more 
© conveniently lodged than here.” I 
would have excuſed myſelf, by - repre- 


| ſenting to the lady, that T ſhoutd (in 


commode her family; but there was no 
reſiſting her importunities : there was 
2 coach waiting for us at the door, in 
| which the took care to fee my poytman - 
teau ſecufed ; Becauſe,” ſaid the, there 
 * are a great many roguesin Valladolid :* 
an obſervation I found but too true? In 
hort, I went into the coach along with 
| her and her ſquire, and ſuffered myſelf 
| to be carried away from the inn; to the 
 mortification of the landlord, who, by 
theſe means, found himſelf difappointed 
of the money which he expected 1 would 
ipend at his houſe. | | 
Our coach having rolled ſome time, 
' ſtopped at a pretty large houſe, where 
we alighted, and wert up ſtyirs into a 
; handſome apartment, lighted by twenty 
or thirty wax-candles. We paſſed 


through a good many ſervants, of whom 


the lady aſked, if Don Raphael was 
come yet; and was anſwered in the ne- 
gative: upon which, addrefling herſelf 
to me, Signor Gil Blas,“ faid ſhe, I 
have a brother whom I expect this 
evening from a villa we have two. 
'<© leagues from this.: he will be very 
- © agreeably- ſurprized, to find in this 
* houſe a gentleman to whom our whole 
family is ſo much indebred.” She had 
fearce - ſpoke tlieſe words, when ve 
heard a noiſe below, which (we, were 
told) was occaliqned by the 'arrival of - 
Don Raphael; and that cavalier, wha 
was 4 young man of a good ſhape and 
genteel addreſs, eared ſoon after. 
+ Brother,” faid the lady to him, *I am 
© extremely glad of your return ! yo 
| * will afliſt me in doing honour to Sig- 
© nior Gil Blas of Santillane ; te whom 
© we can never enough ſhew our grati- 
« tude, for what he has done in behalf 
© of our kiaſwoman Donna Mencia : 
there, added ſhe, giving him a. letter, 
© you may read what ſhe has wrote” on 


* the ſubject. Don Raphyel opening 
n 0 — 18 
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the letter, 
aloud. . 
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©MY DEARCANILTA, N 
©QUGNLIOR Gil Blas of Santil- 
lane, who preſerved my honour, 
cas well as my life, has fet but for 
court; and as he will, donbtleſs, paſs 
through Valladolid, I conjure you, by 
©. blood, and fl more by the friend- 
ſhip that unites us, to ſhew him all 
© the reſpeR in your power, and detain 
* him ſome time in your family. Iflat- 
© ter myſelf, that you will give me that 
« ſatisfaction ; and that my deliverer will 
receive all manner of civility from 
© you and my couſin Don Raphael. At 


a Burgos, your affectionate kinſwoman, | 


„ Downa MENnCia.' 


«* Howl? cried Don Raphael, is this 
the gentleman to whum my cout 
* gwes her honour and life? ah! Hea- 
ven be praiſed for this happy ren- 


* counter!* So faying, he approached; | 


and claſping me in his arms, What 
« joy do I feel,” ſaid he, in embracing 
© Signior Gil Blas of Santillane! my 
« coufin the marchioneſs had no occaſion 
to lay ſuch injunctions upon us: it 
* would have been ſufficient to let us 
* know; that you was to paſs through 
Valladolid; my G6ſter and 1 know very 
« well how to behave ourſelves towards 
a gentleman, who has performed ſuch 
* an important piece of ſervice to the 
* perſon for whom, of all our family, 
we liave the moſt tender regard.” I 
anſwered as well as I could, to theſe 
compliments, which were followed by a 
great many more of the ſame nature, 


and interſperſed with a thouſand careſ- 


ſes: after which, perceiving that my 
boots were ſtill on, they ordered their 
ſervants to pull them off; and we went 
into another room, where the cloth be- 
ing laid, the gentleman, lady, and I, 
ſat dowh to ſupper ; during which, they 
faid a thouſand obliging things ta me; 


not a word eſcaped me, which they did 


not repeat as an admirable ſtroke of wit ; 
and it was ſurprizing to ſee how atten- 
tive they were in prefenting me with all 
the daintieſt morſels. Don Raphael 
drank frequently to the health of Donna 
Mencia, in which-I followed his exam - 
ple; and I imagined that Camilla, who 
did us juſtice, ſometimes threw. certain 
very ſignificant looks at me. I even 
obſerved, that ſhe took proper opportn- 
nities of ſo doing, as it the had been 
afraid thar her brother would perceive 
ui. This was endugh to perſuade me of 
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ſion, confirmed me in the opinion, that 
I had found the way to 2 9 
Don Raphael ſecing me determined to 


ſtay with him ſome time, propofed to 
carry me to his conntry-houſe, of which 
he gave me a magnificent defcription 

and talked of the pleaſures he would 
there entertain me with. Sometimes,“ 
ſaid he, * we will take the diverſion of 
hunting, ſometimes that of fiſhing; 


| © and if you love walking, we Have de- 


© lightfu]l woods, and gardens in abnn- 
dance: befides, we ſhall not want 
company; and on the whole, I 


_ ©.you will not grow melancholy among 


us.“ 1 accepted his offer, and it was 
determined that we ſhould go to this 
charming place the very next day. 
Having projected this agreeable ſcheme, 
we roſe from table z and Don Raphael 
embracing me in a tranſport of joy, ſaid, 
© Sigmor Gil Blas,,1 will leave my ſiſter 
« to entertain you, while I go immedi. 
©ately to give neceffary orders, and ad- 
* yertife thoſe people whom. 1 intend ⸗ 
shall be of the party.“ Sv ſaying, he 
went out of the room; and I continued 
conve1 ling with the lady, who did not 
contraflict, by her diſcourſe, the ſoft . 
glances ſne had thrown at me. She 
took hold of my hand, and looking at 
” ring, faid, * You have got a prett 
diamond enough, but it is a very ſuia 
© one. Are you a connoiſſeur in ſtones “ 
When I anſwered ih the negative, I 


am forry for it,* fays ſhe, * for yon 


© might have told me what it was worth.“ 
With theſe words ſhe ſhewed me a large 
ruby on her finger; and, while I exa- 
mined it, added, An uncle of mine, 
* who was governor of the Spaniſh Phi- 
© \ippine Ifles, made me a prefent of 
© this ruby, which the jewellers here in 
Valladolid value at three hundred piſ- 
©toles.'—* I believe it is well worth the 
* money,” ſaid 1; for it is extremely 
«* beautitul.'——* Since you are pleafed 
„With it,“ ſhe-replied, * I will makg an 
exchange with you. — And immedi- 
ately ſhe pulled off my ring, and put her 
own on my little finger. Having made 
this exchange; whictrl looked upon as a 
P way of making à preſent, Camil- 
a ſqueezed my hand, and looked at me 
12 
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very lazy to-day. 


in the moſt languiſhing manner ; then 


ſtarted up abruptly, wiſhing me, good 


night, and withdrew in great confuſion, 


as.if ſhe had been aſhamed of diſcloſing 
her ſentiments. 


Noavice as I was in gallantry, I knew 
well enough how. to interpret this pre- 


cipitate retreat in my favour, and 1 
cluded that I ſhould paſs my time very 


- agreeably at their villa. Full of this 


Kattering idea, and the proſperous con- 
dition of my affairs, I locked myſelf in 
the chamber where I was to lie, after 
having ordered my ſervant to come and 
wake me early in the morning; but. in- 
ſtead of going to reſt, I gave a looſe to 
thoſe agreeable xefletions, which my 
portmanteau, that lay on the table, and 
my ruby inſpired. Thank Heaven!“ 
ſaid I to myſelf, © if I have been un 
© fortunate, I am no longer ſo. On 
* one ſide a thouſand ducats; a ring 
© warth three hundred piſtoles on the 


© other | My finances will not be ex- 


© hanſted in a wry I ſee now that 
* Majuelo did not flatter me. I ſhall 


jn flame the hearts of a thouſand ladies 


* at Madrid, ſince I have made ſuch an 
© eaſy.conqueſt of Camilla !* The favours 
of that generous lady preſented them- 
ſelves to my imagination with all their 
charms; and I anticipated the diverſions 


that Don Raphael prepared for me at 
His houſe in the country. 


In the midſt 
of theſe pleaſing images, however, Sleep 
did not fail to ſhed his poppies over me: 
ſo that, finding myſelf drowzy, Lun- 


_ dreſſed, and went to bed. 


Next morning, when I awaked, I. 


perceived that it was already late, and 


was a good deal ſurprized that my valet 


_ did not appear, in conſequence of the 


order I had given him over night. 
© Ambroſe,” ſaid I to myſelf, my faith. 
* ful Ambroſe, is either at church, or 
But I ſoon loſt 
hat opinion of him, and conceived one 
much worſe; for getting up, and miſ- 
ung my port manteau, 1 ſuſpected him 
of having ſtole it in the night, For far- 


ther information, I opened the chamber- 


door, and called the hypocrite ſeveral 
times; at laſt, an old man hearing me, 
came and ſaid, * What would you pleaſe 
to have, Signior ? all your people de- 
* parted from my houſe long before day.” 


 —* How? cried 1; © your , houſe! am 


I not at preſent in the houſe of Don 
„ Raphael ?'—* I don't know who that 
© oentleman is,” ſaid he; © but you are 
»in furniſhed lodgings, and I am the 
* landlord : laſt night, an hour before 


with you, came hither,, and hired this 
apartment for a great lord, who, ſhe: 
# ſaid, travelled incognito; and even paid 
me before hand,” 2 has 0 
I was no longer in the dark; I gueſſed 
the chara&ers of Camilla and Don Ra- 
hael, and concluded that my ſervant; 
ing perfectly well acquainted with my 
affairs, had ſold me to the ſharpers. 
Inftead of aſcribing this unlucky. ad- 


venture to myſelf, and conſidering that 


it would not have happened to me, had 
I not been ſo indiſcreet as to unboſom 
myſelf unneceſſarily to Majuelo; I im- 
puted all to innocent fortune, and cur- 
ſed my fate a thouſand times, The owner 
of the houſe, to whom I recounted the 
adventure, which perhaps he knew as 
well as I did, ſeemed affected with my 
ſorrow, condoled me, and proteſted that 
he was very much mortified to find that 
ſuch a ſcene had paſſed in his houſe ; but, 
I believe, notwithſtanding all his pro- 
feſſions, he was as much concerned. in 
the trick as my landlord at Burgos; to 
whom, however, I have always attribut- 
ed the honour of the invention. 


CH AP. XVII. | 
| How Gil Blas beflowed himſelf after the ad- 
venture of the ready: furniſſted lodging. 
H AVING heartily bewailed my 
misfortune, I conſidered, that ip- 
ſtead of giving way to ſorrow, 1 ought 
to animate myſelf againſt miſchance ; - 
and ſummoning all my courage to my 
aſſiſtance, ſaid to myſelf, while 1 put on 
my cloaths, by way of conſolation, 1am 
happy in, that the rogues have not alſo. 
carried off my apparel, and ſome du- 
© cats which I have ſtill in my purſe!“ 
I gave them credit for this piece of civi- 
lity ; and fold my boots, which they had 
been generous enough to leave likewiſe, 
to my landlord, for one third of the mo- 
ney they had coſt me. Then taking my 
leave of the ready-furniſhed lodging, 
without having occaſion, thank od ! 
for any body to carry my baggage, the 
firſt thing I did, was to go and fee whe- 
ther or not my mules were at the inn 
where I alighted the preceding night; 
though 1 was of opinion Ambroſe had 
not left them there: and I with to God 
my opinion of him had been always as 
juſt! for they told me, he had taken 
care to fetch them away that very even- 
ing: wherefore, 11 my account with 
having ſeen the laſt of them, as well as 


ö 


ſtreets in a melancholy manner, mybog. 


* your arrival, the lady who ſupped along 


- 


of my portmanteau, I ſtrolled 110 


an what ſhould be my pext courſg. 1 
n was 


7 Md 


„ ww mes Tait. act 


ed of the worthof my) 
1 4 


„err eee. 
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have recourſe to Donna, Mencia" onde 
more ; but when I refleCte; , that in ſo 
doing, 1 ſhould abuſe. the eneroſity of 

e lady, and at the fame time be looked 
pan as a booby, I relinquiſhed that 
thought ; ſwearing I mould, for the fu- 
ture, be upon my, guard againſt women : 


and I believe at that time J ſhould have 


miſtrujſted the chaſte Suſanna. ILcaſt my 
eyes from time to time upon my ring, and 
when Fconfidered that it was a preſent 
from Camilla; fighed with vexation. 


« Alas!” thought i, *though'T am'nof m 
"conn | breakfaſted; I'reconnted to him at that 
had happened to me, ſince my 
He thought my ad- 


© connoiſſeur in rubies, I have too good 
« reaſon to know thoſe who exchanged 
e them; and I believe it. is not neceſſary 
* that I ſhould go to a Jjeweller, to be 
© perſnaded that I am a fool.“ 
- I way willing, however, to be inform. 
ing and accord. 
ingly. ſhewed it to a Japidary, who va; 
lued it at 5 ducatb. Though I was 
not ſurprized at this eſtimation, I wiſh- 
ed the niece of the governor of the Phi- 
lippine Iſles at the devil; or rather only 
repeated the with. As I came out of 
thejeweller's houſe, à young fellow, who 
was paſſing, ſtopped to conſider- me. 
Not ben able to recollect him at · firſt, 
although I had formerly been intimate 
with him, How, Gil Blas ſald he, 
© do you pretend ignorance of me? or 
© have two years altered the ſon of Bar- 
© ber Nunnez ſo much, that you do not 
© know him? don't you remember Fa- 
* bricius, your companion and ſchool. 
* fellow, with whom you have fb often 
.* difputed,/'at the houſe of Dr. Gudinez, 
upon predicables and metaphyſical de- 
— ces?“ 3. kg Is | : Py: ; 
I remembered; him before. he was 
gone ſpeaking, and we embraced one 
another wich” tragt rt. My dear 
© friend,” continued he, how glad am 


” & 


1 I feel. But, added he, 3 air of 
urprize, What do I fee! egad! d 
thou art dreſſed like a prince! 48 
* ſword, filk ſtockings, doublet and 

© cloak of velvet, embroidered with fil. | 


ver |, Odd'ſniggers| this ſmells ſtrohg 


of intrigues] I'll hold a wager, tHat 
© thou have the bounty of fog liberal 
© old lady.“ You are miſtaken,” ſaid I, 
© for my affairs are not ſo flouriſting as 
* you ima ine.—* Pſhaw, pſhaw re 

he, you àffect to be a cloſe fellow ; that 
* fine ruby on your finger, Mr. Gil Blas, 
* whence yes thi, ray you ?'—*< It 
ky omes,” 12 41, from ad arrant jade. 
0 


X. 


abricius, my dear Fabricius, far trom 


I to meet'thee 1 I can't expreſs the jay 


| 


* 


à fine 


a 


e eee 


© {ole vurſelves, 
© wecan, for alf the misfortunes of life. 


 * bring in _vogtie among the women at | 
LEE ES | 30 | | 


e 


E.. 


Valladolid, xo that Tara froft'rt-- 
© Uiculous dupe!” ©3742 54 35 bovinte ? 


| 'F'pronounced theſe aft words ſo ne 
fully, that "Fabricius i was codvincet 
of my having been impoſed upon in 


ſome ſhape or other; and preſſed m to 
tell him What were my reaſons for com- 


plaining of the 'fairiſex.” 1 Was eaſily 
n to ſatisfy his curioſſty; 
ory' was pretty long, and, 


ut as my 
beſides'we had nd intention of parting 
in a hurry, we went into a publick. 
houſe, that we might converſe. together 
more at our eaſe; and there, white we 


depar- 
ture from Oviedo. | 
ntures were extremely odd; and after 


eny child; as weltras 


When a man of ſpirit Isg Unlucky, he 
© waits with patience for a- mbre- fa- 


© vburdble *'conjun ure. One thoault 


never (as Cicero ſays) let himſelf be 
© ſo much dejected, as to forget that 
© he's 4 man- For my on part, I am 
© of that very diſpoſition: my*mitfor- 
© tunes have not been able to /over- 
6 5 me, becanſe I am always A= 
© bove the caprice of fate. For inflance, 
© I lov'd a girl of ſome faſhion ar Ovie 
edo, who f. 

©ed her in marriage of her father, and 
refuſed me. Another, on this oc4 
© caſion, would have died of grief; but 
1 mr the force of genius ]) car- 
ri 

*-paſfionate, thoughtleſs and vain, «pleas 
© ſure, of conſequence; always deter- 
* mined her to the prejudiceof duty. E 
© led her a dance for fix months through 
* the kingdom of Galicia, from whence, 


L as I ha given her a taſte for travel 


© ling, the was deſirous of going to Por- 
* tugal, butthought proper to chuſe a 
© new conductor: here was another ſub- 
« ject of deſpair ; but, for alx that, I did 
not ſink under the weight of it; and; 
© wiſer than Menelausginſtead of declar- 


Tt ing war Againſt the Paris Who had ſtole 


© my Helen, thought myſelf very much 
hands of her. Afterwards, being uns 


* willing to return to the Aſturies, that I 
© might avoid all expoſtulation with juſ- 


« tice, I advanced into the kingdom of 


Leon; f ending, from town to town, 


«the remainder of the money I had ear - 
© ried off with my infanta; for we had 
© gvirtzd Oyiedo with the full hand, and 
RR [[ Cgrrived 


having aſſured me, that he very much 
| fympathized with me in my preſent un- 
lucky ſituation, ſaid; We muſt con- 


ad a tendre for me 3 Laſks 


d off the dear creature as ſhe was 


— 


* obliged to him, for having rid my 
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arrived at Palencia with A ſolit 
© cat, out of Which 1 was obliged to 
1 pair of ſhoes; ſo that the remaining 


y du- | 
2 


part could got laſt much longer. My | 
« fituation became very perplexi ng, and 
I was even reduced to a very 8 re- 
« gimen.: there was ni time to |, 1 
* reſolved, to go to. ſervice, aud ired 
* myſelf, to a great woollen-draper, 
© whoſe ſon, was an, accompliſhed rake. 
2 (Here, though I found anaſylum agajnſt 
© hanger, Iwas nota little embarra 
for the father ordered me to be a ſpy 
d upon he ſon, and the ſqn intreated me 
* to aſſiſt him in cheating the father. 
c „Bein oblized to determine, I prefer- 
yed the. intreaty to the command; and 
x Fever preference, coſt me my. Jace. N. 
« afterwards went into the ſervice of an, 
old painter, who would. Has, tanght 
me, through friend ip, th Propclpy + 
« of his art; in the — el on, pf 
© which; however, I Was: mot Ami 
© ed. This gave me a diſguſt for . 
ing, anda diſreliſh, for 8 at th e 
« ſame time; and coming to Valladolid, 
© by the greateſt fortune in the world, 1 
« #ot_ into. the family of one of the 45 
rettors of the holpital, where. I now 
Jive, perfectly happy. Sijgnior Manuel 
© Ordannez, my maſter, is a man of pro- 
« found piety, who. walks with his. eyes 
always fixed on the ground, and a large 
© roſary in his hand. They fay, that 
from his youth, having nothing in. Ho. 
put the funds . 24 poor, he attach 
* himſelf._to_ then with, indefatij able 
« zeal; and accordingly. his cares aye 
© not been ill requited ; every thing proſ- 
pers with them, What a bleſſing it 1s 
0 that he has made himſelf rich + m 
F naging the affairs of the poor? 
SOR having harangued jth 
anner, 5 1 am very, glad,” {id 
E © to find thee ſo well 5 ed Nik | 
« thy condition: but, "betwe' en you and 
© me, I think you mi 


ht. play. a more 


Para my 


BIS ee vg der 
wanrltt bo 


E tat f 
oy: 


88520 i ie el 
> be His that coſt 1 REG 
init ated 797 ers 


* „ * 


1 5 WHY 
15 are * ehe replied 1, 
my dear Fete 80 be 
* thee upon thy prof ſpeRt; & 


* own part, will have eech to 


9 — — — 


y ' for mer ſc * Linn fv my etnbro i 
che" habit 4 a 1655 lock; 1 8 N 
Ia marica ; | 6 Fi br 
is 7 the banners of the 4 
form the office of kt 9 ihr —. 
project try lh (cried Hcius; ö 
en de e whirh | What a fool out 


hou be, .to turn 15 at thy I 
oft. thou know, 0 t 
© art about to ao? 7 4 hou | 15 
employed, the whole family, will May 
* their, 545 on thee. and all thy actions 
poker Ne ſcrupulouſly erwin thou 
be eternally under conftraitit ; ; 
7 cloath thyſelf with hypocrify, and ap- 
1 pear poſſeſſed of every virtue. u 
wilt not haye a moment to beſtoꝶ Upon 
« thy pleaſures, Like a perpetllal cen- 
s ſor of thy pupil, thou wut paſs the day 
. in teaching him Latin, and in rebuking 
© him, when he ſhall ſay or do any thing 


£ amiſs; and after ſo h labour 
© conſtraint, what will bee Has 25 h 
© cares? If the httle ] 912 
„it will be 1. yy 0 f Wet 
ea m 
15 ents hmg urn thee away, without ny 


cap acity 
ood education; and .. 
0 e pe a without 


* honourable in e world. — You | paying intents. Don't 
« ire wiſtaken, Gil B las,; anſwered he ; > « therefore e to lde of a prece gere : 
"there is no ſituation in life mare agree- | *« poſt, which is like a benelite with cure 


able to one of my humour, than, that 
which I now, enjoy: the employment 
* of a lacquey 15 troubleſome, 1 own), to 
12 filly fellow.; but to a lad of ſpixit, i it 
is full of charms. A ſuperior genius 
that goes to ſervice, does not confine 
© himſelf to the menial icke ez of 
4 his any, VPkea fmpleton,; be gOEs in- 
« to a famil to command .xath ex. hy 
2 t, to. is 


« of ſouls; but commend ane to the em- 
F loyment of a jacqvey, oh wich is a 
< Hindi benefice; encumbeitd With no 


« charge, When a "maſter his "vices, 


£ obey; he begins by ſtuqyin 

* ter, he. accommodates, hank 

4. foibles, gains tvs co 20g} then 
leads him by the no 5 us that 


— 


FB * 


erior genius is Tervice Wi 
£ 0 ein, ni, en Toth them 10 
© his advantage. footman lives i 
ta family, I bout the Ie; 19 | 
quiet ; «Lf ki eng, ha "yp Late! 
« ſon 1 n | 
5 trou ab Ig 2 5 
4 ul never A1 800 13 


SIE 


—_ — —— — 
—— — —— 


tinned 
< advan 's of footmen. 
«Je Blas, 
de 


Take my ad- 
bandon for ever the 


— Ves; b 11 8 Iricit 
es not 3975 eet with 
ANN. if 1, ſhould reſolve tg 
8 14h uey, 1 ſhou wid Mt leaſt, chuſe 
170 peg. oy are in 


ce 
cy 


be, © 4 vas to recount all t e 


2E S. NTILLANE 


CC - —  — us — — — 


Fa. this i is the manner 


ign.of Þ 5 0 lage, "od. fore 90 


; hi, bi 6 DR! all be 
5 12 p at oth thee a i 
29 4 for no ther rel, | 
c 2 27 40 ſpot 1 pretty fell ow from the ] a 
e pergach 10g miſery with which 
wag i 1 png the air of ſatis- 
W 5 peared ip Fabricius, 'per- - 
uadec 9475 h his reaſ6ns. I de- 
termine I go to ſervice : whereup 


leaving the publick-houſe, my compa. 


_ Hion Taid,” 1 will conduct you to 


_ * Signzar Axias de Lon 71 


— 


© houſe of a perſon who is ru. ny 
* almG6ſt all the footmen out of p 8 

he has ſpies who inform him off wit A 
happens in all families; he Knows 
* where ſervants are wanted; and ceps 


e an exaC regiſter not only of the vacant 
7 * Places, "But even of the good and bag 
„ qualities of m; ters: he is one who was | 
: former a Irigy i in ſome convent of | 
* other ; and, in ort, twas he who re- 
40 | me to the place I iow ch: 
Jo 


gular Aſhes of intelligence, the ſon 
arber Nunnez carried me into a bli 
alley, — we entered s 
where we found a man about t fifty 97 1 
old, writ at a table. aluted 
him very re A cathy but Whether he 
as naturally Fab or accuſtomed t 
ee lacquies 5 A Lehnen only, he had 
contracted 1 habit of recei ing peep 
cavalierly, and did not riſe 
ſeat, but conteated higuelf 15 aki 
a fight inchnation of 
looked hard a me, howe 5 yi 7 10% 
ealily perceive he was very much 10. 
priced. that a Qu wan dreſſed i in em- 
roi dered ve wo e want to turn 
yalet ; he bed. more reaſon to think 1 
as 8 to. be 6 proviled, with one: 
da t he did not contin ue Tong 1 in Tylpence 
with regard to my intention; ox a, 


ricius accoſting A at once, 5 
e is a young man 875 
» wham misfortunes hav 2 


neceſſity of goin to ſer- 
5 PvE 6 inf; _—_ of & good 


c leave; to, 
©to you; 


«aged 


© vice. 


bow at one of n 


'4 plage. and depen upon 'his gratitude.” 


7 n emen, n Arias cpldly, 


. — 


bile we converſed about ſuch a ſin- 


LI 


little houſe, | 


11 


„ chuſe one 


7 al: beide 


you are Hxed, e the fneſt pro 
© miſes 13 the w fld; but vis you” are 
© well {ett d, Leu 3 =" 
« them." — " How P replied "Fabrigy 
do You r jet 4 have“ * 21 
done honoffahly by vou? 
might have done“ better ill, Tail 
4 we — £ Four place is worth a cterk's 


vyment ; — 8 aid me, 
cn Rad introd ii to . 
nde 


an Signior Mrs 1 Nee 
and I Was übe "ungriteful/ ! 25 e . 
recede is fer ec; at 


ledgment ſhduld 
the hs ti taking dh but'twb Uhears, 1 
} it them init kis hand; with a N 
. T would not op! there, Ns —Þ _ 
Tthbald find myſelf in a gobd gam 
He ſeemed pleaſed with my beha. 
viour, and-ſaid, he loved to be treated 
in that manner: There are,“ conti- 
r * excellent poſts vacant, Which 
will mention in 8 chat you _ 


g 


| 


at js to liking. 

ſaying, he put on his 2 b 5 
ed à regiſter, which lay on the table, 
turned over ſome leaves, and began to 


for captain Torbellino; a paſſionate, 
* cruel, whimſical man, who grumb 
„inceffäntiy, ſwears, beats, and 10 8 
* monly maims his ſervants.'— 

« paſs on to another,“ cried 1 2 { 
Picture; * that captain, is not to 

taſte.“ Arias ſmiled at my viva 
and proceeded in this manner: Donna 
Manuela of Sandoval, a ſuperanſuat 
« widow, full of viſhaeſs and caprice, 
has, at preſent, never a footman : ſhe 
© keeps but one for ordinary, and hifn 
* neyer a whole day: There hat been 


* one liver ſuit — he houſe' theſe 

© years, whi es All valets w 

© enter, of what "he and ſhape ſoever 
they may Le t it nay be br oe 
's only try it on; for it is 15 as 

as. new, althou; it has been worn 
two thouſand lacquies Doctor Aly 


„Fannez, 4 phyſician and ch 5 
wants a ſervant ; his domeſtitks' are 
© well fed, handſomely nary * 
© have,” more ber, reat N 
© tries ex erwen upon t A0 
* medicines, and there are often vacant 
| places in his houf e.“ 

+ Oh, I believe it“ cried Pabriciug, 


lay hing : P upon my rſcience, — 
© few us abhfdance of . 4 
Have patience,” faig Aff Lo 


c donha, © we have not ue mere 
"are ſome that 1 am fore will pleaſe 
| * * n 


* 


read as follows: A. lacquey is wanted 


h continued to pead ED. | 


15 


e HISTORY ee ern OF _ 


11 er een eee els IT, 1 5 «>. 
Theſe terms.', Donna Alfooſa.de Solis, 4 © Valladolid, for a fervant'who loves a 
and dgvotee, who ſpends, two- (quiet life and good cheer :” beſide, the 

A, thirds of the day at church, and;inliſts } © canon, is old and infirm, very much 
upon her footman's beigg always along ubject to the gout, and will foon make 
'* with her; Dag Ot hag lacquey theſe bis will; ſo that there is'fo6m'to hope 
#-three_ weeks, —The. licentiate Sedillo, I“ for a good legacy. What à charming 
Han old cangon of the chapter of this ? roſpect for a footman 1—Gil Blas, 
city, yeſterday; in, the cyening, turned added he, turning towards me, let us 
dawzyrhis foorman —* Halt there, Sig- © loſe no time, my lad; but go inſtantly 

+ nior- Arias, de een Fa- to the houſe of the licentlate, where I 
bririus zin, this place, we w ſtick to © will myſelf preſent you, and ahfwer 
: $4his left poſt. The Licentiate Sedillo } * for thy character. At theſe words, 
Lis one of my maſter's friends, with | for fear of loſing ſuch à fair oppor- 
whom. Lam perfectly well acquainted : I tunity, we took our leave, in à hurty, 
El know that, he has for. houſe-keeper J of, Signior Arias; who aſſuted me, for 
< an. old, gevotee called Dame Jacinta, I my, money, that if I ſhould be babtked 
- © who diſpoſes of cvery thing in the of this place, I might depend updh' his 

* * houſe; it is one of the beſt families in j recommending to me one as good. 


- A 4 4 2 
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| BOOK II. r 
| CHAT..1.: | « withſtanding his appeiratice, Hb Wh 
Fabricius conducts Gil Blas, and introduces * with misfortunes mat oblige him to 
him to the Licentiate Sedillo. The ſitua- 180 to ſervice : but he will ſoon for- 


4 " - : 7 * 1* . 
2 tags . | © get his miſ-haps,” added he, with an 
tron, of thes can. A deſcription 27 his inſinuating air,“ if he has the happi- 


24 houſe per. 1 II neſs to come into this family; and 
WE were ſo much afraid of coming | © live with the virtuous Jacinta, 'who 
too late, that we made but one | * deſerves to be houſekeeper to the pa- 
leap from the alley to the houſe of the | * triarch of the Indies.“ At theſe words, 
old licentiate. We knocked at the | the pious governante moved her eyes 
door, which was opened Ly a girl ten | from me, to conſider the polite perſon 
ears old, who paſſed for the honſe- | who ſpoke; and; ſtruck with his fea- 
= eper's niece; in ſpite of ſcandal ; and, | tures, which were not altogether un- 
| aſking whether the canon could be ſpoke | known to her, I have,” ſaid ſhe, a 
with, Dame Jacinta appeared: ſhe was |] * confuſed notion of having ſeen you 
.a perſon already arrived at the age of | © ſomewhere ! pray, aſſiſt my recollec- 
diſcretion, but ſtill handſome; and, in tion.“ Chaſte Jai inta,* anſwered 
8 I admired the freſhneſs of Fabricius, I am proud of having at- 
her was ary She wore a long gown | © tracted your notice; I have been twice 
of coarſe ſtuff, with a large leathern | © in this houſe, with my maſter Signiot 
girdle from one fide of which hung a | Manuel Ordonnez, director of the 
bunch. of keys, and from the other a | © hoſpital.'—* Ha! you're in the right,“ 
roſary of great beads. As ſoon as we | replied the houſekeeper; * I remember 
perceived her, we bowed with pro- | © it very well, and recollect your face. 
found: reſpect, and ſhe returned the ſa- | Ah! Lace you belong to Signior Or- 
Jute very civilly, but with a modeſt de- | * donnez, you muſt be a lad of worth 
rtment and downcaſt eye, and honeſty: your place prochaims 
Having underſtood,“ ſaid my com- your virtue; and this young man 
rade to her, * that maſter Licentiate Se- | © could not have a better recommen- 
* dillp has ogcaſion for an honeſt valet, | * dation, Come, added. ſhe, © 1 will 
* I come to preſent one, with whom, | © bring you to ſpeak with Signior Se- 
* I hope, he will be fatisfied.% The | © dillo; who, I believe, will be very 
houſekeeper, at theſe words, lifting her | * glad to have à ſervant of your pre- 
eyes, {uryeyed me with attention; and, | ſenting.“ | 15 | 
not being able to reconcile my embroi-' We Bllowed her accerdingly- The 
dery with the diſcourſe of Fabricius, | canon lodged on the ground-floor, 
aſked, if it was I who wanted the va- which conſiſted of four rooms, well 
cant place. * Yes,? ſaid the ſon of Nun- I wainſcoted; in one of which ſhe de- 
NEZ, it is this young man; who, not- I fired us to Wait a little, while ſhe went 
| KS wo into 


rn Sn ”— -_-”— ou” _— — 


- aw 


——_ 


—— I we > "A 


— 


into the next, where the licentiate was. 


in order to give him his cue, ſhe came 
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carried me out of the canon's chamber 


ſuits of cloaths, was that of my prede- 


After ſhe 0 fe hi with him ſome time, | into a wardrobe ; where, among ſeveral 


and told us, that xe might go in. We 
perceived the id goutified canon, bu- 
tied, as it Were, in an elbow- chair, 
with pillows änder his head and arms, 


anf his legs ſupported on a large down 


cuſhion. While we approached him, 
we did not ſpare bows; and Fabricius 
being ſtill ſpokeſman, not _ repeated 
what he had ſaid of me to the houſe- 
keeper, but likewiſe extolled my me- 
rit ; and enlarged, chiefly, on the ho- 
nour which T had acquired in philoſo- 
phical diſputes, while 1 was with Dr. 
Godmes as if it was neceſſary, that a 
canon's footman ſhould be a profound 
philoſopher. Nevertheleſs, this fine elo- 

il to caft a miſt before the eyes of the 
licentiate, who obſerving, beſides, that 
1 was not difagreeable to Dame Jacin- 


3 that he beſtowed on me, did not 
A 


ta, faid to my recommender; Friend, 


J take into my ſervice the young man 
* whom thou haſt brought, I am ſatis- 
* fied, and conceive a favourable opi- 


— 


nion of his morals, ſince he is preſented, 


© by a domeſtick of my good friend Sig- 
* mor Ordonnez.“ | 
As ſoon as Fabricius ſaw'that I was 


engaged, he made a low bow to the ca- 


* 


non, another ſtill lower to the gover- 


nante, and withdrew, very well ſatis- 
fied ; after having whiſpered to me, that 
we ſhould ſee one another often, and 
that I had nothing to do but ſtay where 
T was, When he was gone, the licen- 
tiate aſked my name, and reaſons for 
leaving my native country; and by 
theſe queſtions engaged me, in preſence 
of Dame Jacinta, to recount my ſtory. 
They were both very much diverted, 
eſpecially with the account of my laſt 
adventure; Camilla and Don Raphael 
tickling them ſo much, that it was like 
to have coſt the old canon his life; for 
while he laughed with all his force, he 
was ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of 
coughing, that I imagined it would 
have been his laſt. As he had not yet 
made his will, you may eaſily gueſs 
how his houſekeeper was alarmed: 
trembling and aſtoniſhed, ſhe ran to 
the aſſiſtance of the good man, rubbed 
His forehead, and.c d' him on the 
back, as is praGtiſed with children when 
they have the chin-cough. However, 
this was but a falſe alarm; the old man 
ceaſed to cough, had his governante to 
torment him; and I would have finiſh- 
ed my ſtory, and not dame Jacinta, who 


dreaded another fit, oppoſed it, and 


1 4 


„ 


* 


U 
: 


N 
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cinta been ſparing of her ſpices, for 


quails, whic 


| 


ceſſor. This ſhe made me put on, and 
leave my own in its room ; which I was 
not ſorry to preſerve, in hopes that it 
would ſtill be of uſe to me: after Which, 
we went to prepare dinner. ke 
I was not a novice in the art of dreſſing 
victuals, having ſerved a happy appren- 
ticeſhip ünder Dame Leonarda, who 
might have paſſed for a good cook; the 
was not, however, comparable to Dame 
Jacinta, who, for aught I know, would 
have gained the palm from the cook of 
the archbiſhop of Toledo. She excelled 
in every thing: her ſoups were exqui- + 
fite, on account of her art in chuſing * 
and mixing the different kinds of gravy 
pf which they were compoſed ; and her 
aſhes were ſeaſoned in ſuch a manner, 


| as rendered them extremely agreeable 


to the palate, When dinner was ready, 
we returned into the canon's chamber, 
where, while I laid the cloth on a table 
ſet juſt by his elbow-chair, the houſe. 
keeper tucked a napkin under the old 
man's chin, and tied it over his ſhould. 
ers. In a moment after, I brought in 
a meſs of porridge that might have 
been preſented to the moſt celebrated 
director of Madrid; and two courſes, 
* would have ſtimulated the ſen- 
uality of a vice - roy, had not Dn 
ear 
of inflaming the gout of the liceatiate. 
At light of theſe delicate diſhes, my old 
maſter, whom I believed impotent in 
all his members, ſhewed me, that he 
had not as yet loſt entirely the uſe of 
his arms: he helped to diſencumber 
himſelf of his pillows, and cheerfull 
„e himſelf for eating. Thou 4 
is hand ſhook, it did not refufe it's 2 
vice, but went and came with great ex- 
pedition; in ſuch a manner, however 
that it ſpilt upon the table. eloth and 
napkin owe half of what was intended 
for his mouth. I took away the ſoup 
when he had done with it, and brought 
in a roaſted partridge, flanked with two 
4 Dame Jacinta carved for 
him. She took care alſo to make him 


drink frequently large draughts of wine, 


4 little diluted in a large and deep ſilver 
cup, which ſhe held ro his mouth, as if 
he had been a child of fifteen months, 
He fell tooth and nail upon this courſe, 
and did no Jeſs honour to the birds than 
he had done to the porridge ; and when 
he had ſtuffed himſelf to the tongue, the 
devotee untied his napkin, replaced his 
pillows, and left him quiet to take his 
| _ afternoon's. 
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afternopon's-nap.in his chair; while we, 
having uncqvered the table, went to 

inner in our turn. , , _ -_ | 
In this manner did our canon dine 
every day; who, for aught I know, 
was the greateſt glutton of the whole. 
chapter ; though his ſupper was com; 
inonly more flight, conſiſting, for the 
moſt part, of a pullet and ſame con- 
ſeryes. I fed well in this houſe, and 
lived a very peaceable life; haviug only 
one grievance, which was no other than 
being obliged. to watch my maſter, and 
| pals the whole night like a nurſe. ,, Be- 

Edes a retention of urine, that obliged 
him to aſk for his chamber-pot ren 
times in an hour, he was ſubject to pro- 
fuſe ſweats; and when theſe happened, 
it was my bulinefs to ſhift him. Gil 
© Blas,” ſaid he, the ſecond night, thou 
© haſt activity and addreſs ; and I fore- 
© ſee that I ſhall be very well. pleaſed 
« with thy ſervice. I recommend to 
« thee, above all things, to behave thy- 
«ſelf reſpectfully towards Dame Jacin- 


© ta; ſhe is a wench who has ſerved me 
« theſe fifteen years with a {ingular zeal ; 


and takes ſuch care of my perſon, that 


© I can never enough ſhew my gratitude : | 
 wheretare, I own ſhe is more dear to 


me than all my relations, 
« love of her, I have turned out of 
doors my nephew, my own ſiſter's ſon, 


« who paid no reſpect to the poor girl 3 | 


and far from doing juſtice to the ſin- 


© appears hypocriſy to young people. 
Thank Heaven! I have got rid of the 
* ſcoundre]. 1. preter the love that is 
«* manifeſted for me, to all the ties of 
* blood, and am ſwayed only by the be- 
« nefits 1 receive.”—* You are in the 
right, Sir,“ ſaid 1 to the licentiate : 
-«* gratitude ought to have more weight 
« with us than the laws of nature.'— 


« Doubtle(s,' he replied; and people | 
« will {ce by my ſaſt will, that I have no 


regard for my relations. My houſe- 


For the 


— 
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„ 


ö 


f 


h 
1 


if the | ng 1); 
me, © he was not worthy of lying wit 


1 


| 
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did not love to watch over meg, and- 


k logke upon, e fatigue 10 


end the night in utipg. 
CF had. 5 


enius of my frig 
« fuch an hanourable malter.1 a lad wha 
© has the happineſs of appertai Ing. ung 
„vou, ought to be in cfatigable in hi 

* zeal; he ought to wake. a pleaſure © 

his duty, aud not think himſelf fa- 
© tigued, even when he ſwea's. blood 
and water for your {ervage.?.  ..... 

I perceived that thele words were 
very agreeable to the licentiate, who 
was no leſs ſatisfied with. the aſſurance 
I gave him of being always' perfectly 
religned to the will of Dang Jacinta, 
Willing, therefore, to paſs for a Vale 
whom fatigue could not diſpirit, I di 
my duty with the beſt grace 1 coul 
alſume, and never complained of heing 
up all night; a circumftance which, 
however, I found very diſagreeable ; 
and had it not been for the legacy wit 
which I fed my hopes, ſhould N 
been very much diſguſted wth my con- 
dition. Indeed, 1 flept ſome hours in 
the day time; and the governante, to 
do her juftice, had a good deal of re» 
gard for me: this muſt be afcribed 
to the care 1 took in gaining her go 
graces, by the moſt complaiſant a 
reſpectful, behaviour. When I was at 


table with her and her niece, whole 
« cere attachment ſhe has for me, the | 
* inſolent boy treated her as an hy- 
« pocrite; for in this age, all virtue 


name was Ineſilla, I ſhifted their plates, 
filled wine, and ſerved them wich 
moſt particular attention ; by hich 
means I inſinuated myſelf into their 


friendſhip. One day, while Dame Ja- 


cinta was gone out to market, ſeeing 
myſelf alone with le . I began to 
converſe with her, and aſked if her 


| father and mother were ſtill alive. O, 


not at all ' anſwered ſhe ; they are 
dead long—long ago, my good aur 
told me fo. As for my own part, 
never ſaw them.“ I fincexely believ 
the little girl, though her, anſwer w 
not categorical ; and put her into ſu 


* keeper will have a good ſhare; and | a humour of talking, that ſhe told me 
* thou ſhalt nat be forgot, provided} more of the matter than I wanted. 
* that thou, gocſt on to {ſerve me as thou } know. She informed me, or rat 

© haſt begun. The footman whom 1 | gathered from her artleſs chat, that her 


1 turned, away yeſterday has loft a good 
leg 


6 ul fellow had not, by his miſ- 


ehaviour, obliged me to diſmiſs him, 


acy by his own folly; it that 


N 


good aunt had a very good friend, W 
lived likewiſe with an old canon, who 
temporalties he managed; ;and .t} 
theſe happy domeſticks expected to join 


* 


I would have made his fortune; but 
* he was a proud coxcomb,. who was 
« deficient in his reſpect' for Dame Ja- 
* cinta; and an idle raſcal, who dread- | 
ed the ſmalleſt trouble, He, forſgoth, + 


the pillage of their maſters by a mar- 
riage, the ſweets of which they taſte 
he fore -hand. I have already [aaa 
that Dame Jacinta, though ſomewha 
ſuperannyated, had:itill 2. freſhuels of 
y complexian : 


/ 
Ho 
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cotuplexiont true, indeed, the Tpared 
Horhing to preſerve it; for, beſſdes 
ter Which ſhe took ine 
r fWallowed during the day; and When. 
b Went to bed, ſome excellent jellfes 
of heft Un cômpofing, and ſfapt ſoundſy 


. At, white 1 watched thy nisſter: 
C that whith, perhaps, contributed 


Möke than any thing to preſerve her 
our from fading, was ah iffile, which 
Fiiefilla told me the lad in euch leg. 


eee 
In what manner oe canon was treated 2 
die fell fick the conſequence of it; an 
4 eo which 2 G1/ Blas. 
18 the Licentiate Sedillo three 
months, without complaining of the 
Bad nights he made me paſs; at the 
end of which time he*fell ek of a fever, 
and felt his gout increaſed by the pain 
whith it occaſioned ; ſo that, for the 
Art time in his life, which had been 
dong, he had recourſe to phyſicians, and 
ſent for Dr. Sangrado;-whom all Vala- 
ladolid Tooked tipon'as anqther Hippo- 
crates. Dame Jacinta would have been 
better pleaſed, if the canon had begun 
by making his will, and even dropped 
ſome hints on the Jubject; but, beſides 
thit he did not believe himſelt near his 
d, in ſome certain things he was ex- 
remely obſtinte; 1 therefore went in 
fearch of Pr. Sungrado, and brought 
mim t5 the houſe. He was a tall, 
ſeagre, pale man, who had kept the 
7 of Clotho employed during forty 
gk at leaſt. This learned phyfician 
#d'a very ſolemn appearance, weighed 
h# Uiſcourfe, and gave an einphtaſis to 
his expreſſions: his reaſotung was geo- 
metrical, and his opinions extremely 
rgular. | 
Res having examined the ſymptoms 
of*my maſter's diſeaſe, he ſaid to him, 
with a very phyſical afr, © Phe buſinefs 
© here is, to ſupply the deſect of perſpi- 
*ration, which is obſtructed : others; 
„in my place, would doubtleſs preſcribe 
«© ſaline aun, diureticks, diaphore- 
* ticks, and ſuch medicines as abound 
with mercury and ſulphur; but ca- 
tharticks and ſudort᷑ficks are pernicious. 
Atrugs, and all the preparations of 
* eHymiſtry \are only calculated! to do 
© miſchief : for my sen part, I practiſe 
ta wethed mote Ample; and more ſure. 
6 Prüy chat is your ordinary diet?“ 
My wfiral food, replied the canon, ig 
Aprach ung Juicy meat. —“ Broth and 
Sjtziey © mbat? bried che doctor, für- 
Ad 
Qt 


'1'Yo in6t"'wonder*to 


* 


eee 


find you ſiek: ſuch delieſeus viRunls- 
are poiſoned. pleafüres, and ſnares 
that ux ury ſpre ds for wabkind, in 
order to ruin them the mort” effec- 
* tally. © You muſt Terigunce dll pa- 
atadte food: the moſt ſalütary is 
„that which is nioſt infipid ; for, as 
© the blood is iMipid; it requires ſueh 
© viftials as partake the moſt of it's own 
0 ye. And do you drink wine d 
added he. Ves,“ faid the licentiste, 
wine dilated '=< O] ailvtedas much 
© as you pleaſe,* replied the phyſician : 
| © what an irregularity is here What a 
| © frightful regimen ! you ought to Rave 
* been dead Tong ago. How old are yon, 
pray t'—* I am going in my MITES 
| year,“ replied. the hon! © Right, 
ſaid the 7 a early old age is 
| © always the fruit of thtemperance. If 
* you had drank nothing efe:than pure 
water al) Hur life, and had been 2 
fed with ümple nburiſhment, ſuch as 
boiled apples, for example, you would 
not now be tormented” with the gout ; 
and all your limbs would perform their 
functions with eaſe; 1 do not deſpair, 
hae ver, of ſetting you to rightsagaia, 
provided you be wholly reſigned to my 
direction. ee 
The licentiate having promiſed to 
obey him in all things, Sangrado ſent 
me for a ſurgeon whom he named, and 
ordered him to take from my maſter for 
good porringers of blood, as the firſt 
effort, in order to ſupply the want or 
perſpiration. - Then he ſaid to the ſur- 
geon, Mr. Martin Onnet, return in 


— —— 


© and repeat the ſame <evicuation”ts- 
«* morrow. It is a groſs erier, tothink 
that blood is neceffary for the preſer= 
© vation of life : à patient cannot be 
© blooded too much; for, he is obliget 
to perform no conſiderable motion or 
Fexerciſe, but juſt only to breathe, he 
has no more occaſion for blood than a 
© man. who is afleep ; life; in both, con- 
6 fiſting in the —, and reſpiration. only. 
The doctor having ordered frequent 
and copious evacuntions of this kind, ne 
told us, that we muſt make the canon 
drink warm water inceſſantly; aſſuring 
us thut water, drank in abundance; was 
the'trneſpecifick inalldiftempers'what- 
ever: and when he went away, he told 
Dame Jacinta and me, with an ulr of 
confidence; that he would anfwer for His 
patient's life, provided we would treat 
him in the manner hie had preſcribed. 
The governante,” whe poſibly thought 
Gow 4 this * 09, proteſted 


t4{tould beafollowed/lwity-thenagmet 
* _- , exacinels, 


© three hours, and take as much more 4 | £1 
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exactneſs. Accordingly, we fet about 
warming water with all diſpatch; and 
as the phyſician had recommended, to 
us, above all things, not to be too Fug, 
of it, we made my maſter drink for the 
firſt doſe two or three pints, at as many 
draughts. An hour after, we repeated 
it; and returning to the charge, from 
time to timed, overwhelmed his ſtomach 
with a delnge of water: the ſurgeon 
ſeconding us, on the other hand, by che 


a * — 


quantity of blood which he drew from 


him, in leſs than two days the old canon 
was reduced to extremity. _ | 
This good prieſt being quite ſpent, 
ſaid to me with a feeble voice, as I pre- 
fented him witha large glaſs of the ſpe- 
cifick, Hold, Gil Blas; give me no 
more of it, my friend: 1 fee plainly 
that I muſt die, in ſpite of the virtues 
© of water; and though there is ſcarce- 


© drop of blood left in my body, I 
don't find myſelf a, whit the better; 


« which is a plain proof, that the moſt 
« expert phylician cannot prolong our: 
days when their fatal period is arrived: 
go, therefore, and fetch a notary, for 
« ] want to 
laſt words, which I was not ſorry. to 
hear, I affected to ſeem melancholy ; 
and concealing the deſire I had to exe- 
cute his commiſſion, | Well, but, Sir,” 
ſaid I, you are not yet ſo low, thank 
God, but that you may recover. -- No, 
no, child,“ replied he; it is all over 
with me. I feel the gout mounting 
upwards, and death approaching. Make 


© haſte, therefore, and do as I bid thee.“ 


I perceived, ſure enqugh, that he chang- 
ed viſibly, and the affair appeared ſo 
urgent, that I went out as faſt, as. poſſi - 
dle to fulfil: his orders, leaving with 
him Dame Jacinta, who was wore afraid 
than I that he would die inteſtate. 'I went 


make, my will.“ At.theſe 


into the houſe of the firſt notary I was 
directed to, and finding him at home, 


« Sir,” ſaid 1, the Licentiate Sedillo, my 
© maſter, draws towards his end, * 
© wants to have his laſt will made; 

that there is not a moment to loſe.” 
The notary, who was a briſk old man, 


and took delight in rallying, aſked what 


phyſician attended the canon; I anſwer- 
ed, Doctor Sangrado.“ At that name, 
ſeizing his hat and cloak in a hurry, 
© Zooks l' cried he © let us make haſte ; 
for the doctor is ſo expeditious, that 
he ſeldom. gives his patients time to 

* ſend for notaries: that man has chouſed 

* me out of a great many jobs.“ 

: | $0 ſaying, he followed me with great 
eagerneſs, and while we walked together 
At 4. good pace, that we might arrive be. 

f 3 
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fore he 


* upon me for that. I will even adviſe 


1755 be at the laſt gaſp, Sir,“ 
ſaid I to him, * you know that a teſtator 
at the point of death is apt 5 
things: - now, if my maſter ſhould not 
remember me, I beg you will remind 
him of my zeal and attachment. 
„That I will, my child,“ replied the 
little notary ; , * thou mayeſt depend 


him to give thee ſomething conſide 
* ble, let him be never ſo little diſpoſed 
to reward thy ſervice.* The licentiate, 
when he came into his chamber, had 
ſtill the uſe of his ſenſes; and Dame 
Jacinta, who was with him, her viſage 
| bathed in tears, which ſhe had at com- 
mand, had played her part, and beſpoke 
the good man's benevolence : ſo that ſhe 
and I left the notary, alone with him, 
and went into the anti-chamber, where 
meeting the ſurgeon; whom; the doctor 
had ſent to make one evacution more, 
we ſtopped him. Hold, Mr. Martin,” 
ſaid the governante, * you, cannot go 
into Signior Sedillo's chamber at pre- 
* ſent ; he is dictating his laſt will to a 
| * notary who is with him; when that is 
done you ſhall have leaye to do your 
| © office.” | | 
This pious gentlewoman and I were 
much afraid that the licentiate would 
die before his will could be finiſhed 2 
but happily for us, the deed that occa- 
honed our diſquiet was executed; and 
the notary finding me in his way, as he 
came out, clapped me on the ſhoulder, 
ſaying witha ſmile, © Gil Blas is not for- 
gotten.* Theſe words infpired me with 
exceſſive joy; and I thought myſelf ſo 
much obliged to my maſter for having 
remembered me, that I promiſed to pray 
with all my heart for his ſou}, after his 
death, which ſoon happened ; for the 
ſurgeon having blooded him again, the 
poor old man, who was but too much 
exhauſted before, expired almoſt durin 
the operation. As he breathed his | 
ſighs, the phyſician came in, and looked 
very fooliſh, notwithſtanding his long 
practice of diſpatching patients. Never- 
theleſs, far from imputing the canon's 
death to his watery . and eva- 
cuations, he obſerved, as he went out, 
with an air of indifference, that the pa · 
tient had not loſt blood enough, nor 
drank a ſufficient quantity of warm Wa- 
ter ; while the. executioner of this ſub. 
lime art (I mean, the ſurgeon) ſeeing 
alſo that there was no more occaſion 
his office, followed Dr. Sangrado. , |; » 
As ſoon as the breath went qut.of our 
patron's body, Dame , Jacigta,..Inetlla 


| 


and I, raiſed a concert gf mech e 
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eries, which were heard all over the 


neighbourhood ; the governante eſpe- 


cially, who had the greateſt cauſe to re- 
joice, uttered ſuch doleful accents, that 
one would have thought ſhe was the 
maſt afflicted perſon on earth; and the 
chamber was inſtantly filled with people 
drawn thither, more by curioſity than 


compaſſion. The relations of the deceaſ- 


ed no ſooner learned the news of his 
death, than they poured into the houſe, 
to ſeal up every thing, and found the 
*. in ſuch affliction, that they 
imagined, at firſt, the canon had not 
made his will : but they ſoog underſtood 
that here was one ſanctioned by all the 
uſual formalities z which when they came 
to open, and ſaw that the teſtator had 
diſpuled of his beſt effects in fayour of 
Dame Jacinta and the little girl, they 
made his juneral ſpeech in terms not 
much to the honour of his memory.: 
they pronounced an elogium on the de- 
votee, at the ſame time, and even be- 
ſtowed ſome praiſes on me, who, 1 muſt 
own, deſerved ſome at their hands; for 
the licentiate (reſt his ſoul !) in order to 
make me remember him as long as I 
ſhould live, explained himſelf in an ar- 
ticle of his will, with regard to me, in 
this manner, * Item, As Gil Blas is a 
young man of ſome underitand:ng al- 
© ready, in order to complete his learn- 
ing, I leave to him my library, all 
my books and manuſcripts without 
© exception.? 

I could not conceive where this pre- 


tended library could be, having, never 


rceived any ſuch thing in the houſe. 

knew only of a few papers, with five 
or ſix volumes that ſtood upon a ſhelf in 
my malter's cloſet, and theſe were my 
legacy ; though the books could not be 
of any great ſervice to me, one being 
intitled, The Compleat Houſe-wite : 
another treated of Indigeſtion and the 
Method of Cure; the reſt were, The 
Four Parts of the Breviary, which the 
moths had almoſt conſumed. With re- 
gard to the manuſcripts, - the moſt cu- 
rious contained all the proceedings of a 
law-ſuit in which he was once engaged 


for his prebend. After having exa- 


mined the legacy with more attention 
than it deſerved, 1 left it to the relations 
who envied me ſo much. I gave them 
back the very cloaths I wore, and re- 
ſumed my own ; claiming my wages 
only, as the fryit of my ſervice, and 
reſolving to ſeek ® place elſewhere, As 
for Dame Jacinta, beſides the mone 

which was left to her, ſhe was in po 

ſeſlion of ſome valuable effects, which, 
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| by the afliſtance gf her good friend, the 


had found means to ſecrete during the 
licentiate's laſt illaeſs. . ar 
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Gil Blas engages himſelf in the ſervice of 
Dr. Sangrado, and becomes à celebrated 
ꝓplyſician. 

1 Reſolved to viſit Rignior Arias de 

Londonna, and conſult his regiſter 
for a new place; but as I was juſt ga- 
ing into the blind alley where he lived, 
I met Dr. Sangrado, whom I had not 
ſeen ſince the death of my maſter, and 
took the freedom to ſalute him, fle 
recollected me immediately, although 
I had changed my dreſs, and expreſſing 
ſome joy at ſeeing me, Art thou there, 
my child!“ ſaid he; I was juſt think-. 
ing of thee | having occaſion for a good 
© Jad to ſerve me, 1 imagined that th 
©wouldſt anſwer my purpoſe very well, 
© if thou canſt read and write.*—* Sir,“ 
anſwered I, * in that particular I can do 
© your bulineſs,'—* Say*ſt thou ſo)” faid 
he, then thou art the man I want. 
Come to my houle, where thou ſhalt 
find every thing agrecable ; I will treat 
«you with diltiachon ; and though I 
give no wages, thou ſhalt want for no- 
© thing: I will take care to maintain 
© thee handſomely ;"and will even diſco- 
ver to thee the great myſtery of curing 
© all diſeaſes ; in a word, thou ſhalt ra- 
ther be my pypil than my ſervant.“ 

L accepted the doctor's propoſal, in 
hopes of making mylſelf-illuſtrious in 
phyſick, under the auſpices of ſuch o 
learned maſter; and he carried me home 
with him on the inſtant, in order to 
initiate me in the employment, which 
conſiſted in writing the names and pla- 
ces of abode of the patients who ſeat 


for him while he was abroad: for this 


purpoſe, there was in the houſe a regi- 
iter, in which aa old woman, who w 
his ſole domeſtick, {gt down their ſeve- 


ral directions: but, beſides that ſhe was 


utterly ignorant of ſpelling, ſhe wrote 
ſo ill, that for the moſt part it was im- 
poſſible to decypher her ſcrawl. I was 
inveſted with the charge of this book 
which might have been with great juſ- 
tice ſtyled a regiſter of the dead; for 
almoſt all the. people whoſe names it 
contained gave up the ghoſt. I inſerted 
in it (to ule the expreſſion) the names 
of thoſe people who were to ſet out for 
the other world, as the clerk of a ſtage- 
coach office regiſters thoſe who take 
2 The Bra was ſeldom out of my 
nd, becauſe there was got, at that 
time, 
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time, a phyſician in Valladolid of more 
credit than Dr. Sangrado, who had ac- 
uired great reputation with the pub- 
lick, by a pomp of words, a ſolemn air, 
and {ome lucky cures, which had done 
bim more honour than he deſerved. 
He did not want practice, nor, of 
conſequence, money; which, however, 
did not make us fare the better. his 
"houſekeeper being extremely parſimo- 
nious ; our ordinary food conſiſting of 
peaſe, beans, boiled codlins, or cheeſe ; 
which aliments, he ſaid, were agree- 
able to the ſtomach, as being moſt 
proper for trituration ; in other words, 


eaſily brayed. Notwithſtanding this his 


opinion, however, he did not approve 
of our eating a bellyfu] even of them; 
in which, to be ſure, he was much in 
the right: but if be forbid his maid and 
me to eat a great deal, he allowed us, 
*by way of recompence, to drink as much 
water as we could ſwallow ; far from 
reſtricting us in this particular, he would 
ſometimes ſay, Drink, my children; 
© health conſiſts in the ſuppleueſs and 
© huinectation of the parts; drink water 
* in great abundance; it is an univerſal 
'© menſtruum that diſſolves all kinds of 
'© ſalt. When the courſe of the blood is 
© too lanp uid, this accelerates it's mo- 
© tion; and when too rapid, checks it's 
© ;|mpetuoſity.* The honeſt doctor was 
ſo well convinced of the truth of this 
doctrine, that he himſelt drank nothing 
but water, though he was well ſtricken 
in years. He defined old age—a natural 
decay, that withers and conſumes us: 
and, in conſequence of this definition, 
deplored the ignorance of thoſe who 
call wine the milk of old men;' for 
he maintained that the juice of the 
grape waſtes and deſtroys them ; and 
with great-eloquence obſerved, that this 


fatal liquor is to them, as to all the. 


world, a treacherous friend and deceit- 
ful pleaſure. 4 


Ig ſpite of all this fine reaſoning, I, 


"had not been eight days in the houſe, 
> when I was ſeized with a looſeneſs, and 
began to feel great diſorder in my bow- 
"els, which I was raſh enough to aſcribe 
to the univerſal diſſolvent and meagre 
ſubſiſtence on which I lived. I com- 
- plained of it to my maſter, in hopes that 
* would relent, and allow me a little 


wine at meals; but he was too much an 
* enemy to that liquor to gratify my ex- 


pectation. If thou feeleſt in thyſelf,” 
: Faid he to me, any reluftance to ſim- 
© gle element, there are innocent aids in 
plenty, that will ſupper thy ſtomach 

-* againſt the inſipid taſte of water; ſage, 


a 


— 


— 


* for example, and baum, will give it 
© ati admirable flavour; and an infu- 
© ffon of corn-poppy, gilliflower and 
* roſemary, will render it flill more 
delicious.“ l 
Notwithſtanding all he could ſay in 
praiſe of water, and the excellent beve- 
rages he taught me to compoſe, I drank 
of it with Weh moderation, that per- 
ceiving my temperance, he faid, * Why, 
© truly, Gil Blas, I am not at all ſur- 
«© prized that thou doſt not enjoy good 
© health. Thou doſt not drink enough, 
* my friend. Water, taken in {mall 
© quantities, ſerves only to difintangle 
the particles of the bile, and give them 
more activity ; whereas, they ſhould be 
© drowned in a copious dilution. Don't 
© be afraid, my child, that abundance 
© of water will 'weaken and relax thy 
© ſtomach : lay aſide that panick fear 
which perhaps thou entertaineſt of 
« plentiful drinking. I will warrant the 
© conſequence; and if thou doſt not look 
upon me as a ſufficient bondſman, Cel- 
* ſus himſelf ſhall be thy ſecurity. That 
Roman oracle beſtows an admirable 
© eldgium on water; and afterwards fays 
in expreſs terms, that thoſe who ex- 
* cuſe their drinking of wine, on account 
© of a weak ſtomach, do a manifeſt in- 
© jury to that organ, by uſing ſuch a 
© cloak for their own ſenſuality.” t 
As it would not have looked well for 
me to ſhew myſelf untractable in the 
very beginning of my career in phylick, 
1 ſeemed perſuaded of his being in the 
right, and will even own I was effectu- 
ally convinced; ſo that I continued to 
drink water on the guaranty of Celſus, 
or rather, to drown my bile in copious 
draughts of that liquor ; and although 
felt myſelf every day more and more 
incommoded by it, prejudice got the 
better of experience; ſo happily was I 
diſpoſed by nature for becoming a phy- 
fician. I could not always, however, 
reſiſt the violence of my diſorder, which 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, that I reſolv- 
ed at length to leave De. Sangrado; but 
he inveſted me with a new employment, 
which made me change that reſolution. 
* Hark*'e, my child,“ ſaid he, one day, 
Jam not one of thoſe harſh and un- 
« grateful maſters who let their domeſ- 
« ticks grow grey in their ſervice before 
* they 'recompence them. I am well 
* pleaſed with thy behaviour; I have a 
regard for thee, 5 5 without farther 
delay will make thy fortune. I will 
immediately diſcloſe to thee the whole 
* extent of that ſalutary art which I 


have profeiſed ſo many years. Other 
| EY « phyſicians 


r . . . , c , 


2 
, 
2 
7 
p 
$ 
1 
2 
2 
{ 
, 
1 
t 
, 
, 
e 
1 
a 
r 
1 
e 
r 
r 
8 


at the ex 


«phyſicians make this conſiſt in the 
« knowledge of a thouſand difficult ſci- 
© ences; but I intend to go a ſhorter 
way to work, and ſpare thee the trou- 
ble of ſtudying p armacy, anatomy, 
© botany and phylick : know, my friend, 
« all that is required, is to bleed thy 
« patients, and make them drink warm 


© water. This is the ſecret of curing all 
the diſlempers incident to man. Les! 


£ that wonderful ſecret which I reveal 
to thee, and which Nature, impene- 


trable to my brethren, hath not been 
able to hide from my reſearches, is 
contained in theſe two points of plen- 


« tiful bleeding, and frequent drdughts 
© of water. [ have nothing more to 
« impart ; thou knoweſt phylick to the 


very bottom, and reaping the fruit of 


© my long experience, art become, in a 
© twinkling, as {kifful as Iam. Thou 


- £ mayeſt,* continued ha © eaſe me not a 


little at preſent: in the morning thou 
© ſhalt keep our regiſter, and in the af- 


© ternoon, go and viſit a part of my pa- 
„ tients: while I take care of the nobi- 


© lity, and clergy, thou ſhall go in my 
* room to the Dudes of tradeſmen where 
I am called; and when thou ſhalt have 


© practiſed ſome time, I will procure thy 


« admiſſion into the faculty, Thou art 
learned, Gil Blas, before thou turneſt 
* phylician.; whereas, others preſcribe 


a long time, prey all their lives, 
without ever 


coming learned.” 
. I thanked the doctor for having ena- 


bled me with ſuch diſpatch to ſerve as 
his deputy ; and, as an acknowledgment 
of his favours, aſſured him that I would 


follow his maxims as long as I lived, 


even if they ſhould be contrary to thoſe 
of Hippocrates. But this aſſurance was 


not altogether ſincere ; for I diſapprov- 


ed of his opinion with regard to water, 


and refolved to drink wine every day 
when I went out to viſit my patients. 
I committed my own cloaths to a p 

for the ſecond time, and put on a ſuit o 


my maſter's, that I might appear in all 


reſpects like.a pn ſician; after which, I 
prepared myſelf for exerciling medicine 
nce. of whom it ſhould con- 
cern. y. coup d'efſai being upon an 
alguazil, who was ill of a pleuriſy, I or- 


dered him to be blooded without mercy, 


and filled to the tongue with water. I 


vent afterwards to the houſe of a paſtry- 
cook, who lay roaring with the gout, 


and whoſe blood I was no more ſparing 
0 


of than the alguazil's; taking care 

' Hot to reſtrict him in the article of wa- 
ter. For theſe preſcriptions I received 
twelve rials, which, made me ſo eng- 


it, and (no diſparagement to the 
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moured of the profeſſion, that 1 thought _ 
the more miſchief, the better ſport,” 
8 of the paſtry-cook's houſe, 
I met Fabricius, whom 1 had not ſeen 
ſince the death of the Licentiate Sedillo;z 
and who, having looked at me ſome 
minutes with ſurprize, ſet his hands on 
his ſides, and burſt out into an immode- 
rate fit of laughter, It was not without 
reaſon; for having a cloak that'trailed 
on the ground, with a doublet and 
breeches that would have ſerved a man 
four times as big as me, my figure was 
truly original. I let him laugh till he 
was tired, not without being tempted 


to follow his example ; but I reſtrained 


myſelf in order to preſerve decorum, 
and the better ape the phyſician, who is 
no riſible ima. If my ludicrous ap- 
pearance had excited the mirth of Fa- 
bricius, my gravity increaſed it; and 
when he had indulged it ſufficienthy, 
r my conſcience, Gil Bias,” ſad 

e, thou art pleaſantly equi Who 
* the devil whe diſguiſed . this 
manner!“ Softly, friend,“ 8 


| © ſoftly. Learn to ſhew more reſp 


for another. Hippocrates; and know 
that I am the deputy of Dr. Sangra- 
* do, the moſt celebrated phyſician of 
© Valladolid, with whom 1 have lived 
* theſe three weeks. He has taught me 
* phyſick to the very bottom; and as he 
* cannot in perſon attend all the ſick 


who ſend for him, I aſliſt him in his 


© viſitation : he takes care of the great, 
and I of the plebeians.'—* Very well, 
replied Fabricius; he leaves the blood 
* of the commonalty to thee, while he 
© reſerves that of the gentry to himſelf1 
* I congratulate thee upon thy ſhare ; 
© for it is better to have to do-with-the 
Y promncy than with perſons of faſhion : 
© happy is a ſuburb phyſician I his faults 
© are leſs vbſerved, and his aſſaſſinations 
© leſs known. Ves, my child,“ added 
he, thy ſituation is to be envied; and, 
to ſpeak in the words of Alexander, 
© if I was not Fabricius, I could wist 


© to be Gil Blas.“ 


To ſhew the ſon of Barber Nunnes 
that he had reaſon to praiſe the happi- 
neſs of my preſent condition, I produ- 
ced the rials which I had received from 
the aiguazil and paſtry-cook ; upon 
which we went into a publick-houſe, in 
order to ſpend ſome of them. Here 
we were ſerved with pretty good wine, 
which the longing deſire 1 of taſting 
that liquor making me thin ſtill better 
than it was, 1 drank huge dravghts of 

— 


or 2 the more 1 filled my ſtomach, 
2 . 


e 
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the leſs did that organ complain of the 
injury it received. Fabricius and I hay- 

ing ſtaid together a long time in the 

publick-houſe, aud laughed heartily at 

the expence of our maſters, as the cuſ- 

tom is among ſervants, we parted in the 

twilight, after having made a mutual 

promife of meeting again in the ſame. 
Place next day in the afternoon. 


CHAP. lv. 


Gil Blas continues to aft the phyſician with 
equal capacity and ſucceſs. The adven- 
ture of the ring retrieved. 
1 


Had juſt got home, when Dr. San- 
grado came, in, to whom I gave an 
account of the 
and put into his 


ora? 1 had viſited, 
ands eight rials which 
remained of the twelve 1 had received 
for my preſcriptions. © Eight rials!“ 
' Taid he, after having counted them; 
this is a ſmall matter for two viſits, 
© but we muſt r-fnſe nothing.“ So it 
appeared; for he kept ſix, and giving 
me two, Hold, Gil Blas,“ added he; 
* there is ſomething for thee to begin 
* ſtock : I allow thee a fourth part of 
* what thou ſhalt get, and thou wilt be | 
* rich in a very ſhort time, my friend : 
© for. pleaſe God, there will be plenty 
of diſeaſes this ſeaſon.” 

I had reaſon to be contented with my 
ſhare; becauſe, reſolving to detain al. 
ways a third part of what 1 ſhould re- 
ceive from the patients, and afterwards 
touching a fourth of what ſhould re- 
main, it. would on the whole (if there 
be any truth in arithmetick) amount 
to one half of what 1 ſhould earn. This 
conſideration inſpiring me with new ar- 
dour for my profeſſion, next day when 
1 had dined, I reſumed my phyſical 
dreſs, and going out, viſited many pa- 
tients whom 1 had regiſtered, and whom 
I treated after the ſame manner, though 
their diforders were quite different. Hi- 
therto things had gone ſmoothly on; 
and nobody, thank Heaven | fonnd fault 
with my preſcriptions; but however 
excellent the practice of phyſick may 
| be, it cannot eſcape cenſure. Going 
into the houſe of a grocer, whoſe ſon 
was dropfical, I there met with à little 


whom a relation of the grocer's had. 
brought along with him. I made pro- 1 
found bows to every body preſent, and 
in ticußar to the perſon ho, I con- 


cluded, was called to 'confult with me 
about the diftemper of the patient: he 
ſaluted me with. great gravity, then 
eying me attemively-tor ſome minutes, 


I 
44 phyſician, called Dr. Cuchillo, 
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Signior Doctor,“ ſaid he, pray excuſe 
my Edrioſity; I thought I had been 
* acquainted with all my brethren, the 
«* phylicians of Valladalid; but, I con- 
* feſs, yoũr features are utterly unknown 
to me: ſure you muſt not have been 
© logg ſettled in this city.“ I anſwered, 
that 1 was a young practitioner, who as 
yet only preſcribed under the auſpices 
of Dr. Sangrado, I congratulate you,“ 
ſaid he, bowing, * on your having em- 
* braced the method of ſuch a great 
man; and I do not doubt, that you 
* are already maſter of your buſineſs, 
* notwithſtanding your youthjul appear- 
* ance.* He {poke this fo naturally, 
that I did not know whether he was in 
.Jeſt or earneſt ; and I was thinking upon 
ſome anſwer, when the grocer, inter- 
poſing, laid, Gentlemen, I am per- 
© ſuaded that you are both perfectly 
© well acquainted with the art ot phy- 
© ſick ; therefore pray examine the ſitu- 
ation of my ſon, and preſcribe what 
« you ſhall judge proper for his cure.“ 
Accordingly, thElitle doctor enquix- 
ed into the ftate of our patient, and 
after having made me obſerve all the 
ſymptoms of the difeaſe, aſked in what 
manner I propoſed to treat him. I am 
© of opinion,“ ſaid I, that he ſhould 
© be blooded every day, and drink hot 
* water in abundance.* At theſe words 
the little phyſician ſaid, with a ſatirical 
grin, * And do you think theſe reme- 
dies will ſade his life? Never doubt 
« that,” cried I, in a reſolute tons; * they 
* muſt certainly produce that effect; 
© being, as Dr. Sangrado obſerves, ſpe- 
« cificks againſt all kinds of diſtempers.* 
At that rate,“ replied he, Celſus is 
very much to blame, in 1 us, 
* that for the more eaſy cure of a drop- 
© ſy, it is requiſite to make the patient 
* ſuffer both hunger and thirſt.— “ Oh! 
© Celfus,” I reſirmed, is not my oracle; 
© he was as liable to miſtakes as any 
other; and 1 have ſometimes found 
my account in acting quite contrary 
© to. his opinion.“ —* I perceive, by 
your diſcourfe,* ſaid Cuchillo, the 
* ſure and ſatisfactory method that Dr. 
* Sangrado would inſinuate into young 
a practitiobers; the whole of his prac- 
* tice. conſiſts in bleeding and aqueous 
© draughts ; therefore I am not at all 
* ſurprized to fre ſo many honeſt people 
die under his hands.“ None of your 
invectives,“ ſaid I, interrapting him 


with ſome heat ; it does not well 


to hear a man of your profeſſton caſt 


* ſuch reflections. 


Come, come, Mr. 
people are 
 « ſent 


Doctor, abundanee of fe 
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ſent to the other world, without — | 


©'blooded, or drinking hot water; and 


don't doubt that you have diſmiſſed. 
your ſhare of them. 


If you have any 
* thing to fay to Dr. Sangrado, commit 
* it to paper; he will anſwer it, and we 


-*-ſhall ſoon ſee on which fide the laugh- 


* ers 're,*—* By St. Jago and St. Den- 
© nis!* eried he, in a rage; you are 
© little” acquainted with 
© Know, friend, that I have both teeth 
* ahd nails, and am not at all afraid of 
© Sangrado, who, in ſpite of his vanity 
and preſumption, is adownrightninny.” 
Tife appearance of the little doctor 
making me deſpiſe his wrath, I replied 
with great bitterneſs; he anſwered in 
the ſame manner; and we came to fiſty 
cuffs in a very ſhort time: ſome blows 
aſſed, and each of us loſt an handful of 
air, before the grocer and his kinſman 
could part us; which when they had ac- 
compliſhed, I was paid for my viſit and 
diſmifſed, while they retained my anta- 
We; who ſeemed to them the more 
ilful of the tWo. 
After this adventure, I had like to 
have met with another as bad ; for go- 
ing to viſit a fat chaunter, who was ill 
of a fever, I no ſooner mentioned hot 


water, than he fell into a rage againſt 


the ſpecifick, curſed and ſwore, called 
me a thouſand names, and even threat- 
ened to throw me ont of the window. 
I moved off faſter than I came in; and 
not chuſing to ſee any more patients that 


day, betook myſelf to the houſe appoint- 


ed for the rendezvous between me and 
Fabricius, who was already there: and 
as we found ourſelves in a frolickſome 
humour, we drank hard, and went home 


in a ſtate of elevation; that is, half feas 


Over. 
Signior Sangrado did not obſerve that 


* 


I was drunk, becauſe he miſtook my 
r geſtures in recounting the 


quarrel I had with the little doctor for 
an effect of the emotion occahoned by 
the battle: belides, having been prin- 


- cipally concerned in ow diſpute, he be- 


came a 
laid; 
in defending the honour of our reme- 
© dies againſt that little abortion of the 


faculty. He affirms, then, that aque- 
© ons 


party, and piqued at Cuchillo, 


Il do—that a dropſical patient cannot 


drink too much. Yes, water, added 


| hx, © can cure all kinds of dropſies, as 


well as rhenmatiſms, and the green- 
ſickneſs; it is moreover excellent in 


s, 
- 


* fevers, where the patient burns and 


| raughts are improper for the 
' '* dropſy ! Ignorant wretch! I maintain 


> 


— 


10u haſt done well, Gil Blas, | 


2 


. N 
r. Cuchillo ! 


© a pint of water for an 


there are ſtill a few, who, like 


© ſhivers at the ſame time; and of incre- 
© dible effect even in thoſe diſtempers 
© that are imputed to cold, ſerous, and 
© phlegmatick humours: this opinion 
© may appear ſtrange to ſuch raw phy- 
* ficians as Cuchillo ; but it is eaſily ſup- 
ported by theory and 1 ; and if 
« ſuch as he were capable of reaſoning 
« philoſophically, inſtead of decrying 
my method, they would become my 
© moſt zealous partizans.? 1 
He did not therefore ſuſpect my be- 
ing fuddled, ſo much was he enraged ;. 
for, in order to inflame him the more 
againſt the little doctor, I had thrown 
into my ſtory ſome circumſtances of 
my own invention. + Nevertheleſs, fired 
as he was with what I had told him, 
he perceived that I drank more water 
that evening than uſual, the wine hav- 
ing made me very thirſty. Any other 
than Sangrado would have fuſpe&ed 
my extraordinary drought, and the great. 
draughts I ſwallowed; but he firmly 
belieyed, that I began to reliſh watery 
potions ; and ſaid, with a fmile, * I fee, 
Gil Blas, thou haſt no longer an aver- 
© ſion to water, Heaven. praiſed! 
thou drinkefſt it How like nectar! a 
© change that does not ſurpriſe me at 
© all, my friend; for 1 knew that it 
would ſoon grow familiar to thy tafte? 
— Sir,” 1 replied, there's a time for 
all things: I would not at — give 
opfhead' of 
wine.” The doctor, charmed with this 
anſwer, did not neglect ſuch a fair op- 
portunity of extolling the excellence of 
water ; but uttered a new eulogium on 
it, not like a cold advocate, but with all 
the fervour of an enthuſiaſt, ©'A thou- 
« ſand times,“ cried he, a thouſand and 
ten thouſand times more valuable and 
innocent than the taverns of our days, 
were thoſe baths of ages paſt, into 
© which people did not go to proſtitute 
in a ſhameful manner, their hves an 
« fortunes, by glutting themſelves with 
« wine; but where people met for a- 
« muſement, and drank hot water with 
* honour and ſecurity | One cannot 
© enough admire the wiſe proviſion of 
© thoſe maſters of civil life, who eſta- 
«© bliſhed publick places where water 
was freely given to all comers, and 
© who ſecured the wine in the 1 
« of the apothecaries, permitting it to 
© uſed by the preſcriptions of phyſicians 
© only. What ſurprizing ſagacity! It 
© js, doubtleſs,” added he, owing to 
« ſome lucky remains of that ancient fru-- 
* gality, worthy of the golden age, that 
and 
* 


: 
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© 1, drink nothing but water; and who, 4 crying, and Don Raphael, or ſome other 


© as a preſervative from, or cure of all 
* diſtempers, trult to hot water unboil- 
ed; for 1 have obſerved, that boiled 
© water is more heavy and lels agreeable . 
to the ſtomach.” 

While re uucred this eloquent ha- 
rangue, 1 had like to have laughed in 
his face more than once: 1 kept my gra- 
vity, however—l1 did more: I entered 
into the doctor's ſentiments, inveighed 
againſt the uſe of wine, and lamented 
that mankind had contracted a taſte tor 
ſuch a pernicious liquor. Then (as my 
thirſt was not ſufficiently quenched) | 
filled a large goblet with water, and, 


| having ſwallowed ſome draughts of it, 


© Come, Sir,“ faid Il to my maſter, * let 
© us regale ourſelves with this benevo- 
© lent hquoy, and revive, in your houſe, 
* thoſe ancient baths which you regret 
©{omuch.* He applauded my zeal, and 
during a whole quarter of an hour, ex- 
horted me to drink nothing but water. 
In order to familiarize myſelf to this 
preſcription, 1 promiled to ſwallow a 

reat quantity every evening; and that 
Fight the more eaſily perform my pro. 
miſe, went to bed with a reſolution of 
going to the tavern every day. 

The oppoſition I met with at the 
grocer's houſe, did not. deter me from 
preſcribing warm water and bleedin 
next day. As I came out of a houte 
where I had been to viſit a frantick poet, 
I met an old woman in the ſtreet, who 
accoſting me, aſked if I was a phy- 
cian: when I anſwered in the aftirma- 
tive; Well, then, {aid ſhe, I moſt 
* humbly beg you will come along with 
* me; my niece was yeſterday taken ill, 
and I qon't know What is the matter 
with her.“ I followed the old gentle- 


woman, who conducted me to a houſe, 


and introduced me to a pretty neat 
chamber, where l tound a perſon in bed; 


and going towards her, in order to en- 
quire into the ſymptoms of her diſeale, 


was immediately ſtruck with her fea- 
tures; which, when I had obſerved ſome 
minutes, I recollected her to be no 


other than the female adventurer who 
had fo dexterouſly acted the part of Ca- 


milla. As for her part, ſhe did not 
leem to remember me; whether the op- 


. preflion ot her own diſtemper, or my 


phyſical garb, ſecured me from her re- 
collection. Laying hold of her arm, in 
order to feel the pulſe, I perceived my 


ring upon her finger; at fight ot which 


I felt a terrible emotion, and a violent 


deſire of attempting to retrieve it: but 


conſidering that the women might fall a 


champion ofthe fair-ſex, come to their 
aſſiſtance, I was at pains to reſiſt the 
temptation ; and imagining it would be 
better to diſſemble, and take the advice 
of Fabricius, ſtuck to this laſt reſolution. 
In the mean time, the old woman preſ- 
ling me to le! her know the nature. of 
her niece's diſtemper, 1 was not fool 
enough to own myſeli ignorant of the 
matter; but, on the contrary, uttectin 
the man of ſkill, and copying my mal- 
ter's deportment, I told her, with great 
gravity, that the. diſtemper proceeded 
trom the patient's ant of perſpiration ; 
and that, of conſequence, ſhe muſt be 
peedily blooded, that evacuation bang | 
the only ſubſtitute of perſpiration 

| likewiſe preſcribed warm water, that the 
rules of our practice might be exactly 
obſerved. | | 

Having made my viſit as ſhort as poſ- 
ble, I ran to find the ſun of Nunnez, 
whom I met at the door, going out to 
execute a commiſſion for his maſter ; I 
told him my new adventure; aſking, if 
he thought I ſhould cauſe Camilla to be 
L arreſted in the courſe of law: he an- 
ſwered, Not at all; that is not the 
way to ſee thy ring again; for the of- 
© ficers of juſtice hate to make reſlitu- 
© tion. Remember the gaol of Aſtor- 
* ga, where thy horſe, money, and even 
© thy cloaths, were detained by theſe 
© harpies. We muſt rather make uſe of 
© our own induſtry in recovering thy 
© jewel, I'll undertake to find out ſome 
« ſtratagern for that purpoſe ; and I will 
© think of it in my way to the hoſpital, 
where I carry a ſhort meſſage to the 
« ſteward from my maſter : go and wait 
© for me at our tavern; and be not im- 
patient, for I will be with thee ina very 
little time.“ 

He did not, however, arrive at the 
rendezvous, till after I had been there 
three hours ; and then ſo diſguiſed, that 
at firſt 1 did not know him: for he 
changed his drels, twiſted his hair into a 
queue, covered one half of his face with 
a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided 
himſelf with a huge (word, the. hilt of 
| which was at leaſt three ſret incircum- 
ference; and marched at the head of 
five men who looked as fierce as himſelf, 
and wore alſo long rapiers and thick 
muſtachios. Vour ſervant, Signior 
Gil Blas,” ſaid he, accoſting me; * you 
© ſee in me an alguazil of a new ſtamp, 
© and in theſe brave fellows who accom- 
© pany me, ſoldiers of the ſame model. 
© Shew us only the hauſe of the woman, 
© who ſtole your diamond, and be _— 
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© ed that we will make her reſtore it in 
* a twinkling.* I embraced Fabricius 
at this diſcourſe, which explained the 
ſtratagem he intended to put in practice 
in my behalf; and aſſured him, that I 
very much approved of his expedient. 
1 ſaluted alſo the falſe ſoldiers, who 
were three valets, and two journeymen“ 
barbers of his acquaintance, whom he 
had engaged to* act this part. Having 
treated the whole brigade with wine, we 
went altogether, in the twilight, to Ca- 
milla's lodging, and knocked at the door; 
which the old woman opening, and tak- 
ing my attendants for the terriers of 
juſtice, who never entered that houſe 
without cauſe, was ſeized with conſter- 
nation. Courage, good mother,“ faid 
Fabricius to her, we are come hither 
only on account of a ſmall affair that 
will ſoon be determined.“ So ſaying, 
he advanced to the chamber of the ſick 
perſon, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked before, lighting us with a 
wax taper in a ſilver candleſtick. Tak- 
ing the candle in my hand, I went to- 
wards the bed, and diſcovering my face 
to Canna, © Pertidious woman !* faid 
I, behold the too credulous Gil Blas, 
V hom you have tricked, Ah, wretch! 
I have found you at laſt,” and the cor- 
© regidor, in conſequence of my infor- 
© mation, has ordered this alguazil to 
« apprehend you. —Come, Mr. Tipſtaſt, 
faid I to Fabricius, do your office,'— 
© There is no occaſion,” anſwered he, 
railing his voice, * for exhorting me to 
do my duty. I remember that there 
creature, who has been a long time 
© marked in my memorandum-book 
with red letters. —Rife, my princeſs,” 
added he, dreſs yourſelf with all dif- 
patch. TI intend to be your uſher, and 
conduct you to the city gaol, if you 
© think well of it.” | 
At theſe words, Camilla, ſick as ſhe 
was, perceiving that two of his follow - 
ers, with the great whiſkers, were about 
to drag her out by force, ſat up in 
her bed, claſped her hands in a ſuppliant 
oſture, and looking at me with terror 
in her eyes. Gil Blas,” ſaid ſhe, *I 
/ © conjure you, by the chaſte mother who 
© bore yon, to have pity upon me! 
* though 1 am very guilty, I am ſtill 
more unfortunate l don't ruin me ;-I 
will reſtore your ring.“ So ſaying, 


" ſhe took it off from her finger, and pur it 

into my hand; but I told her my dia- 
mond alone would not ſuffice ; and that 
* ſhe mult beſides make reſtitution of the 
thouſand ducats which had been ſtole 


from me in the furniſhed lodgings. 


© Oh, Signior !* ſhe replied, * do not aſk 
your ducats of me; the traitor Don 
* Raphael, whom I have not ſeen ſince 
that tine, carried them off the ſame 
night.“ —“ O ho! my little darling,” 
ſaid Fabricius to her; * you think to get 
* out of the ſcrape, by denying you had 
* any ſhare of the booty ; but you ſhan't 
be ſo eaſily quit. I- afſuire you: your 
* being-an accomplice of Don Raphael 
is a ſufficient reaſon for obliging you to 
give an account of your paſt life. You 
g 2 doubtleſs, a great many things 
* on your conſcience, and therefore you 
* ſball go to priſon, (if you 1 and 
* make a general confeſſion. | I will car- 
* ry this old gentlewoman thither alſo,” 
added he; © for I imagine ſhe knows a 
* great many curious ſtories, which the 
* corregidor will not be ſorry to hear. 
At theſe words the two women put 
every art in practice to melt us; filling 
the chamber with cries, groans, and la- 
mentations, while the old woman on her 
knees, ſometimes before the alguazil, 
and ſometimes before his attendants, en- 
deavoured to move their compaſſion; 
Camilla implored me, in the moſt affect- 
ing manner, to ſave her from the hands 
of juſtice: upon which 1 pretended to 
relent, ſaying to the ſon of Nunnez, 
Mr. Officer, ſince I have got my dia- 
mond, I am ſatisfied. 1 don't deſire to 
give this poor woman any farther 
trouble; and would not even ſeek the 
death of a ſinner.— For ſhame!” ſaid 
he; * a man of your humanity would 
make a bad trooper; but I muſt ac- 
© quit myſelf of * commiſſion, by 
* which | am expreſsly ordered to ap- 
* prehend theſe infantas; for the corre- 
* gidor wants to make an example of 
© them.'—* For Heaven's fake?” I re- 
plied, © have ſome regard to entreaty, 
© and abate a little of your ſeverity, in 
* conſideration of the preſent which theſe 
© ladies will offer.'—* Oh ! that's ano- 
© ther affair,” ſaid he; that is, what we 
call a figure af rhetorick well placed. 
© — Come, let us ſee what they have got 
© to give me.'—* I have.“ ſaid Camilla, 
© a pearl-necklace, and ear-rings ef a 
© conſiderable value. Here ſhe was in- 
terrupted with, © Yes, but if ti ey come 
from the Philippine Ifles, I'll have none 
of them.'—* You may tak them upon 
my word ; I'll warrant them gennine,” 
ſaid ſhe; at the ſame time deſiring the old 
woman to bring a little box ; out of which 
ſhe took the necklace 'and ear-rin 
and put them into the alguazil's hand. 
Though he knew no more of jewels than 


1 did, he was perſuaded that the dia- 
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monds of the ear- rings were genuine, as 
well as the pearls of the necklace; 
there fore having examined them atten» 
tively, « Theſe zewels,'jſaid he, * ſeem to 
be of a good water; and provided the 
© filver candleſtick, which Signor Gil 
Blas has in his hand, be added to 
* them, I won't anſwer fer my fidelity.“ 
—* ] don't believe,” {aid I to Camilla; 
* that you will for a trifle break off a 
* treaty ſo much to your advantage.“ 
80 ſaying, I gave the light to the old 
woman, and the candleſtick to Fabri- 
cius ; who, being ſatisfied with what he 
had got, becaule, perhaps, he ſaw no- 
thing elſe in the room which he could 
' eaſily carry off, ſaid to the ladies, Adieu, 
* my princeſſes; live in peace, I will 
* ſpeak to the corregidor, and repreſent 
* you whiter than ſnow : for ſuch as we, 
* can give what turn we pleaſe to things, 
and never tell him the plain truth, ex- 


* cept wheu we are under no temptation. 


to lye.“ 


* 


CHAP. V. 
The ſequel of the ring retrieved. Gil Blas 


quits the profeſſion of phyfick, and mates 


retreat from Valladolid. 


EE ER having in this manner 
executed the ſcheme of Fabricius, 
we left Camilla's lodgings, congratu- 
lating ourſelves upon a piece of ſucceſs 
that even ſurpaſſed our expectation; 
for we had laid our account with reco- 
vering the ring onlv. However, we, 
carried off the reſt without ceremony ; 
and far from making a ſcruple of rub- 
bing courtezans, we thought we had 
done a meritorious acttion.—* Gentle- 
* men,” ſa'd Fabrics, wheh he had got 
into the ſtreet, * it is my opinion, that 
« we ſhould go back to the tavern, and 
s ſpend the night in making merry. 
« To-morrow we will fell the candle- 
fick, necklace, and car rings, and 
* ſhare the money like brothers; after 
s which we will return to our ſeberal 
homes, and make the beſt excuſe we 
can to our maſters.” 
the alguazil ſeeming very reaſonable to 
us all, we returned to the tavern, ſome 
of us believing we could ealily find an 
excuſe for having lain abroad, and others 
not caring whether they ſhould be diſ- 
miſſed or no. 

We ordered. a good ſupper and fat 
down to table with as much appetite as 
good humour. The repaſt was fſea- 
joned with a thouſand agreeable ſallies; 
and Fabricius, in particular, enlivened 


the converſation, and diverted us allex- 


This propoſal of | 


* 


+ a 


tremely, by innumerable ſtrokes replete 
with Caſtilian ſalt, which is equal at 
leaſt to the ancient Attick, But while 
we were in this jovial diſpoſition, our 
mirth was all of a {ſudden overcaſt by an 
unforeſeen accident. A man of pretty 
good mien entered the room where we- 
were at ſupper, tollowed by twa others 


of terrible aſpect; after theſe, three 


mere appeared; and we counted no leſs 
than twelve who came in thus, three by 
three, armed with carbines, ſwords, and 
bayonets. We ſoon perceived them to 
be the ſoldiers of the patrole, and it 
was not difficult te gueſs their inten- 
tion; wherefore we had ſome thoughts, 
at firſt, of making reſiſtance ; but they 
ſurrounded us in an inſtant, and kept 
us in awe, as well by their numbers as 
their fire- arms. Gentlemen,? ſaid their 
commander to us with a ſneer, I know 
' by what ingenious artihce you have 
© recovered a ring from the hands of a 
© certain ſhe-adventurer ; and, to be 
© ſure, the contrivance is excellen!, and 
© richly deſerves a pifSlick recompence, 
* which you ſball by no means mils. 
© Juſtice has already appointed an apart. 
ment for you.in her own houſe, and 
© will not fail to reward ſich a maſterly 
attempt.“ This diſcuurle very much 
diſconcerted all thoſe to whom it was 
addreſſed ; our countenances changed; 
and we felt, in our turn, the fame fear 
with which we had inſpired Camilla. 
Fabricius, however, though pale and 
diſmayed, endeavoured to juſtity what 
he had done. * Sir,* ſaid he, as we 
© had no bad intention, this little trick 
« might be forgiven.'—-* How the devill” 
cried the commandant in à rage, do 
© you call this a little trick? Don't you 
« know that it is a hanging matter? For, 
«© beſides that no man is allowed to do 
© juſtice to himſelf without the cogni- 
© zance of the law, you have carried off 
© a candleſtick, necklace and car-rings, 
© that did not belong to you; and, which 
© is ſtill worſe, in order to commit that 
© robbery, you have diſguiſed yourſelves 
© like tipſtaves—— W retches! to dreſs 
© yourſelves in the habit of ſuch honour. 
able people to do miſchief 1 1 ſhall. 
* think you very lucky, it you are only 
* ſentenced to the gallies!' When he 
had convinced us that. the affair was 
much more ſerious than we at firſt ima- 
gined, we fell down together at his 


feet, and begged he would have pity on 
But our prayers were diſ- 

ſides, he rejected a 
to him 
candle- 

ſtick + - 


our youth, 
regarded ; and 
propoſal we made of quittin 
the, necklace, car-rings, 2 


* 
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ſtick : even my ring was refuſed, be- 
caufe (I ſuppoſe) it was offered before 
too much company. In ſhort, he was 
quite inexorable; ordered my compa- 
nions to be diſarmed, and carried us all 
to the publick goal. In our way thither, 
one of the guard told me, that the old 
woman who lived with Camilla, ſuſpect- 
ing that we were not real foot-pads of 
juſtice, had followed us to the tavern ; 
and there being confirmed in her opi- 
nion, had revenged herſelf upon us, 
by informing the patrole of the whole 
affair, 

We were immediately plundered of- 
every thing ; the necklace, diamonds, 
and candleſtick ſeized ; as alſo my ring, 
together with the ruby of the Philippine 
iſles, which I had unfortunately in my 
pocket. They did not even ſpare the 
rials which I had that day received for 
my preſcriptions ; which was a ſure 
ſign to me, that the ple belonging 
to jultice at Valladolid are as expert in 
their office as thoſe at Aſtorga, and that 
the manners of all thoſe gentlemen are 
every where alike. While I was rifled 
of my jewels and caſh, the officer of the 
patrole recounted our adventure to theſe 
agents of the plunder; and the affair 
ſeemed to them of ſuch a ſerious na- 
ture, that the majority thought we de- 
ſerved a halter; but others, leſs ſevere, 
imagined we might get off for two hun- 
dred laſhes each, and a few years ſer- 
vice in the gallies. Uatil the corregidor 
ſhould think proper to decide our affair, 
we were locked up in a dungeon, where 
we lay upon ſtraw, With which it was 
ſtrewed like a ſtable littered for horſes. 
Here we might have remained long 
enough, and at laſt exchanged our ha- 
bitation for the gallies, had not Signior 
Manuel  Ordonnez next day heard of 
our misfortune, and reſolved to procure 
the liberty of Fabricius, which he could 
not do without obtaining alſo the diſ- 
miſſion of us all. Being a man very 
much eſteemed in the city, he did not 
ſpare ſolicitations; and partly by his 
own credit, and partly by that of his 
friends, at the end of three days eftett- 
ed our enlargement. 


dleſtick, necklace, and ear-rings, my 


ring, ruby, and rials, being detained : | 


But we did not 
come out as we had gone in; the can- | 


which made me remember thoſe verſes, 
of Virgil, that begin with, * Sic vos non | 


© vobts.? | | 
As ſoon as we were at liberty, we 
xeturned to our maſters; and Dy. San- 
grado received me very kindly, ſaying, 
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My poor Gil Blas, I did not hear of 
thy misfortune till this morning, and 
* was juſt going to make ſtrong ſoli- 
behalf. Thou muſt 
* conſole thyſelf, my friend, for- this 


accident, and attach thyſelf more than 


© ever to phyſck. “ Thag is my de- 
« fign,* faid I. And truly I thought of 
nothing elſe. Far from wanting buſi- 
neſs, it happened, as my maſter had 
forerold, that diſtempers were very rite ; 
the ſmall-pox and putrid fever begin- 
ning to ravage the city and ſuburbs ; * 
that all the phyſicians in Valladolid, an 


we in particular, had abnndance of 


practice. Scarce a day paſſed in which 
we did not viſit eight or ten patients 
each; from whence it may be eaſily 
conceived what a quantity of blood was 
ſpilt, and water drank. But 1 do not 
know how it happened; all our ſick 
died, either on account of our mal. 
practice, or becauſe their diſeaſes were 
incurable. Certain it is, we very fel 
dom had occaſion to make three viſits 


to one patient: at the ſecond, we were 


either told, that he was juſt going to be 
buried, or found him at the laſt galp; 
and, as I was but a young - phyſician, 
who had not yet time to be inuted to 
murder, I began to be very unealy at 
the fatal eveuts which might be laid 
to my charge. Sir, ſaid I, one even- 
ing to Dr. Sangrado, * 1 take Heaven 
© to witneſs, that I follow your method 


© with the utmoſt exaCtneſs ; yet, never- 


© theleſs, every one of my patients leaves 
©me in the lurch. It looks as if they 
* took a pleaſure in dying, merely to 
bring our practice into diſcredit. This 
very . met two of them going to 
their long home.“ Why, truly child, 
anſsered he, *1 have reaſon to make 
pretty much the ſame obſervation: 1 
© have not often the ſatisfaction of curing 
* thoſe who fall into my hands; and if 
* 1 was not ſv ſure as I am of the prin- 
© ciples on which I proceed, I ſhould 
think my remedies wee pernicious in 
* almoſt all the caſes that come under 
my care.“ If you will take my ad- 
© vice, Sir,“ ſaid I, * we will change 
© our method, and give chymical pre- 
* parations- to our patients, through 
© curiofiry ; the worſt that can happen 
* will only be, that they produce the 
* ſame effect that follows our bleedings 
© and warm water. —“ I would willingly 
* make that experiment,* he replied, 


provided it could have no bad conſe- 


* quence; but I have publiſhed a book, 
in which 1 have extolled the uſe 
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a triumph over you: 


* of frequent bleeding and aqueous ' 
* draughts ; and wouldſt thou have me 
go and decry my own work 7*—* Oh! 
* you are certainly in the right,” ſaid 1; 
« you muſt not give your enemies ſuch 
er y would ſay, 
* you are at laſt diſabuſed; and there- 
© fore ruin your reputation: periſh, ra- 
ther, the nobility, clergy, and people! 
* and let us continue in our old path. 
After all, our brother-doRors, not- 
* with{tanding their avertion for bleed- 
* ing, perform as few miracles as we do; 
* and I believe their drugs are no better 
than our ſpecificks.” * 

We went to work, therefore, afreſh, 
and proceeded in ſuch a manner that, 
in lefs than fix weeks, we made more 
widows and orphans than the ſiege of 
Trov. By the number of burials, one 
would have thought that the plague 
was in Valladolid ; and every day, ſome 
father came to our houſe, to demand an 
account of his ſon, whom we had ra- 
viſhed from him, or ſome uncle, to up- 
braid us with his nephew's death, As 
For the ſons and nephews, whoſe fathers 
and uncles we had diſpatched, they 
never appeared to complain: the huf- 
bands too were very civil, and never 


| 


—ü— A. 


. Eavilled with us about the loſs of their 


wives. But thoſe afflicted people, whoſe 
reproaches we were wang. 7% to undergo, 
were ſometimes very brutal in their 
grief, and called us ignorant aſſaflins. 
As they did not ſpare me, in particular, 
I was afflicted by their epithets; but my 
maſter, who was uſed to fuch accidents, 
heard them without the leaſt emotion. 
I might, perhaps, in time, have been 
accuſtomed to reproach, as well as he, 
if Heaven, doubtleſs, to rid the ſick 
people in Valladolid of one of their 
—1 ſevere ſcourges, had not produced 
an incident that gave me a diſguſt to 
phylick, which I practiſed with to little” 
ſucceſs. 

There was in our neighbourhood a 
tennis-court, to which the idle people 
in town daily reforted, and among the 
reſt, one of your profeſſed bullies, who 
take upon themſeives the office of ar- 
biters, and decide all differences that 
happen. He was from Biſcay, his name 
Don Rodrigo de Mondragon, about 
thirty years of age, of an ordinary make, 
but lean and muſcular ; he had two lit- 
tle twinkling eyes, that rolled in his 
head, and threatened every body he 
looked at; a very flat noſe, placed be- 
tween red whiſkers, that curled up to 
his very temples, and a manner of 
ſpeaking ſs rough, and pallionate, that 
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his words ſtruck terror into every body. 


This racket-breaker had made himſelf 
tyrant of the tennis-court, where he 
judged all the diſputes that happened 
among thoſe who played, in the moſt 
imperious manner, and no man durſt 
appeal from his deciſion, unleſs he 
would reſolve to fight him next day. 
Such as I have deſcribed Don Rodrigo, 
(who, notwithſtanding the Don he had 
prefixed to his name, was an arrant 
raſcal) he captivated the miſtreſs of the 
tennis-court, who was a woman about 
forty years of age, rich and agreeable 


enough, and in the fifteenth month of 


her widowhood. I know not how he 
won her heart; for, doubtleſs, it was 
not by his beauty ; but ſurely by that 
je ne frat quoy Which cannot be ex- 

reſſed. Be that as it will, he had a 
paſſion for him, and actually deſigned 
to take him for her huſband; but 
while preparations were making for the 
conſummation of that affair, ſhe fell 
ſick, and unhappily employed me. as 
her phyſician. If her diſtemper had 
not been a malignant fever, my pre- 
{criptions were ſufficient to endanger 
her life ; ſo that, in four days, I filled 
the tennis-court with mourning; the 
miſtreſs went the way of all my patients, 
and her relations took poſſeſſion of her 
eſtate. _ Don Rodrigo, made deſperate 
by the loſs of his miſtreſs, or rather, by 
being baulked in his expectation of a 
very advantageons match, not only 
curled and reyiled me, but alſo ſwore 
that he would run me through the body, 
whenever he could catch me, and ex- 
terminate me from the face of the earth. 
A charitable neighbour informed me 
of this oath, and adviſed me not to ſtir 
abroad, for fear of meeting this devil of 
a man. This advice, which I had no 
intention to neglect, filled me with con- 
tuſion and diſmay ; 1 fancied inceffantly, 
that I faw this fyrious Biſcayan coming 
into the houſe, and could not enjoy one 
moment's repoſe. This effectually de- 
tached me from phyfick, and my ſole 
care was how to tree myſelf from dif- 
quiet: I reſnmed my embroidered ſuit, 
and after having bid adieu to my maſter, 
who could not perſuade me to ſtay, 
quitted the city at day-break, not with- 
ont apprehenſion of meeting Don Ro- 
drigo in my way. 

8 N C H A P. VI. 
Of his route when he left Valladolid ; and 
the perſon he joined on the road, 


I Walked very faft, looking behind 
me, from time to time, to ſee it this 
; formidable 
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formidable Biſcayan was not at my 
heels; my imagination being ſo much 
poſſeſſed by that fellow, that I took 
every tree or buſh that 1 ſaw for him, 
and every moment felt my heart throb 
with fear, 1 plucked up my courage, 
however, when I had gone a good 
league, and continued, at an eaſier 
pace, my journey towards Madrid, 
whither my purpoſe was to go. 1 
ſhould have quitted Valladolid without 
regret, had I not been ſorry to part 
from Fabricius, my dear Pylades, to 
whom I could not ſo much as bid 
adieu: but it gave me no me rtification 
to renounce phyſick; on the contrary, 
1 begged pardon of God for, having 
exerciſed it at all; though I did not 
fail to count, with pleaſure, the mo- 
ney I had in my purſe, notwithſtanding 
it's being the ſalary of my aſſaſſinations: 
in that reſpect, reſembling thoſe ladies 
of pleaſure who reform their morals, 
but, nevertheleſs, keep faſt hold of the 
wages of fin, My whole fortune 
amounted to pretty near the value of 
five ducats in rials; on the ſtrength of 
which J expected ro reach Madrid, 
where I had no doubt of finding ſome 
004 place: beſides, I longed paſſionate- 
y to ſee that augult citv, which had 
been extolled to me as the epitome of 
all the wonders of the world. 

While 1 recollected all that I had 
heard in it's praiſe, and enjoyed it's 
pleaſures by anticipation, I heard the 
voice of a man behind me finging at 
full ſtretch: he had a leathem wallet 
on his back, 4 er hanging abbut 
his neck, a long {word by his fide, and 
walked ſo falt, that he was up with me 
in a very ſhort time. Being one of the 
two journeymen barbers with whom J 
had been impriſoned in the adventure 
of the ring, we knew one another im- 
mediately, though our dreſs was altered, 
and were very much ſurprized at meet- 


* 


ing ſo unexpectedly on the highway. 1” 


aſſured him, that I was extremely glad 
to have him for a fellow-traveller ; and 
his joy ſeemed no leis at meeting wich 
me. I told him my reaſon fur quitting 
Valladolid; and he repoſed the ſame 
confidence in me, by letting me Know 
that he had quarrelled with his maſter 
and bid him an eternal adieu. * If 1 
had been inclined,” added he, to live 
any longer in Valladolid, I could have 
* found employment in abundance of 
© ſhops; for, without vanity, I can 
© handle a razor, and curl a muſtachio, 
' © ag well as e'er a barber in Spain: but 
' I could no longer reſiſt the violent de- 


hu nour. 


« fire I had to viſit the place of my na- 
© tivity, from which 1 have been abſent 
© theſe ten years: 1 want to breathe 
© my own country air. a little, and know 
© the ſituation of my family, with whom 
© I hope to bein two days; for they live 
at a place called Olmedo, a market- 
© town on this {ide of Segovia. 
Reſolving to accompany this bar 
to his own home, and from, thence go 
to Segovia, iq order to take the oppor- - 
tuni:y of {ome conveyance to Madrid, 
we purſued our journey, and diſcourſed 
of indifferent ſubjects. He was a youn 
fellow of ſome wit and humour z — 
when we had converſed together au 
hour, he aſked how my ſtomach was diKk- 
poſed: I anſwered, that he ſhould ſee 
at the firſt inn. Upon which he ſaid, 
© We had better make a pauſe in the 
© mean time: -I have ſomething for 
© breakfaſt in my wallet; tor when 1 
© travel, I always take care to have pro-. 
* vikon ts with me. I don't trouble 
© myſelf with cloaths, linen, and other 
© uldlels baggage ; but reſolving to have 
© nothing ſuperfluous, tl my knapſack 
with belly-timber, my razors, and a 
© waſhball.” I commended his prudencez 
and conſented, with all my heart, to 
the pauſe he propoſed ; for 1 was hun- 
gry, and reſolved to make a good meal, 
which I could not but expect, after what 
ne had told me. We turned a little ont 
2: the highway, in order to ſit upon the 
graſs, where my triend the barber took 
out his victuals, conlifting of five.or {ix 
o ions, With a tew cruſts of bread and 
cheeſe; but what he produced as the 
belt turniture of his budget, was a little 
bottle full (as he ſaid) ot delicate wine. 
Though our diſhes were not very la- 
voury, hunger, being very urgent with 
us both, made then reliſh pretty well; 
and we emptied the bottle, which con- 
rained about two pints of a ſort of 
wine that I don't chuſe ty boaſt much 
of; after which, we got up, aud con- 
tinued our journey with great good- 
| The barber who had been 
informed by Fabricius that I had met 
with ſome very particular adventures, 
delired to hear them from my on 
mouth; a ſatisfaction I could not refuſe 
to a man who had regaled me ſo ſump- 
tuouſly. When I had gratificd his cu- 
riofity, I told him he could do ne lefs 
in return for my complaiſance, than te- 
count the (tory of his own te. * Oh! as 
« for my ſtory,* cried he, it is not worth 
© hearing, as it Contains nothing but or- 
« dinary facts; neverthelel(s,” added he, 
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« ſhall hear it, ſuch as it is.“ So ſaying, 


he related it nearly in theſe words. . 


CHAP. VII. 
The ſlory of the journeyman barber. 


#F TPERDINAND Feres de la Fuen- 
# ta, my grandfather, (I go to the 
© fountain-head) after having been fifty 
t years barber in the village of Olmedo, 
died, and left four ſons, the eldeſt of 
* whom took poſſeſſion of his ſhop, and 
* ſucceeded him in the buſineſs; Ber- 
* trand, the ſecond, having an incli- 
nation for trade, became a mercer ; 


Thomas, who was the third, kept a 


* ſchool; and the fourth, whoſe name 
* was Pedro, feeling himſelf born for 
the Belles Lettres, fold a little lot of 
ground which he had for his patri- 
* mony, and went to live at Madrid, 
where he hoped one day to diſtinguiſh 
* himſelf by his wit and learning; while 
his three brothers did not ſeparate, 
put ſettling at Olmedo, married the 
daughters of huſbandmen, who, in 
lieu of fortune, brought them abun- 
dance of children, breeding as if it 
s had been for a wager. My mother, 
the barber's wife, brought ſix into the 
* world, for her ſhare, in the firſt five 
* years of her marriage ; of which num- 
* ber I am one. My father taught me 
* betimes 10 ſhave, and when I arrived 
fat the age of fifteen, put this wallet 
* upon my ſhoulders, and girding me 
with a long ſword, ſaid, “ Go, Diego, 
thou t now in a condition to gain a 
* livelihood ; go, and fee the world!: 
te thou hafi occaſion for a little travel- 


ling: go rub thee up, and make thee 


„perfect in thy buſineſs. March, and 
«© don't return to Olmedo, before thou 
* haſt made the tour of Spain. Let me 
* not hear from thee until this be per- 
„% formed.” At theſe words, he em- 
* braced me very affectionately, and 
turned me otrt of doors, 

« Such was the behaviour of my fa- 
ther at parting with me. But my 
* mother, whoſe manners were not quite 
$ ſo rough, ſeenied. more affected on this 
* occaſion : ſhe ler fall ſome tears, and 
* even flipt a ducat privately into my 
hand. So I quired Olmedo, and took 
* the road to Segovia; of which, how. 
ever, I had nut walked above two 
* hundred paces, when 1 ſtopt to ex- 
* amine my knapſack, being deſirous of 
* ſceing what it contained, and of know- 
ing preciſely the extent of my poſ- 


« ſeſſion. I found a caſe, and two ra- 
*zors 14 much wore that they ſeemed | 


* 


© to have ſhaved two generations, with 
* a thong of leather to ſet them, and a 
© lump of ſoap: beſides, there was a 
* canvas ſhirt quite new, an old pair of 
© my father's ſhoes, and what gave me 
* more pleaſure than all rhe reſt, twenty 
© rials wrapped up in a linen rag, This 
© was my whole fortune; by which yon 
* may conclude, that Maſter Nicholas 
the barber relied a good deal on my 
* ſkill, ſince he ſent me away ſo poorly 
provided. Nevertheleſs, the poſſeſſion 
* of a ducat and twenty rials did not 
* fail to charm a young fellow like me, 
* who had never before been maſter of 
© coin : I believed my funds were inex- 
© hauſtible, and continued my journey 
in a tranſport of joy, admiring, 2 
© moment, the hilt of my ſword, whic 
* thumped againſt my hams, or got be- 
* tween my legs, at every 7 f 

© Arriving at the village of Ataquines 
© in the evening, very ſharp ſet, I went 
* to lodge at an inn; and, as if 1 had 
© been a man of fortune, called for 1 * 
© per, with an air of authority: the 
5 Handlord having ſurveyed me ſome 
© time, and ſeeing who he had to do 
with, ſaid, in a very obliging manner, 
«© Maſter, you ſhall be ſatisfied; we 
« will treat you like a prince.“ So ſay- 
© ing, he ſhewed me into a little room; 
© where, in a quarter of an hour, they 
© brought me a ragout made of ram- 
© cat, which I ate as greedily as if it had 
© been compoſed of a rabbit or hare, 
© This excellent diſh was accompanied 
« with wine, ſo good, as he ſaid, that 
© the king himſelf could not drink bet- 
©ter. Notwithſtanding this elogium, I 
perceived it was curſedly ſour; but 
this did not hinder me from doing as 
* much honour te it, as I had already 
done to the ragout ; and, to complete 
* the treatment of a prince, I was con- 
ducted to a couch, more proper for 
© encouraging watchfulneſs than fleep ; 
© being a truckle. bed fo narrow and 
* ſhort, that, little as I was, I had-not 
© room to lie in it with my legs extend- 
©ed ; belides, inſtead of mattraſs and 
« feather-bed, it had only a wretched 


'* lock-bed, covered with a doubled 


© ſheet, which had ſerved an hundred 
«© different travellers at leaſt, ſince the 
© laſt waſhing. Nevertheleſs, in ſuch a 
convenience, my ſtomach full of ra- 
« gout, and that delicious wine which 
the landlord had recommended, thanks 
„to my youth and conſtitution, I en- 
© joyed a ſound fleep, and ſpent the 

night without indigeſtion, | 
* Next day, after haying e 
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and paid ſauce for my good cheer, I 
© made but one ſtage to Segovia ; and, 
on my firſt arrival, had the good for- 
« tune to be employed in a ſhop for my 
© board and lodging. Here, however, 
] ſtaid but ſix months; being ſeduced 
* by a brother journeyman cf my ac- 
« quaintance, who longed to fee Madrid, 
and with whom 1 ſet out for that city. 
There I got a place on the ſame terms 
as at Segovia, in a well- accuſtomed 
© ſhop, much frequented, on account of 


© the neighbourhood of the church of 


© Santa Cruz, and the Prince's Theatre; 
© my maſter, two journeymen and 1, 
being ſcarce ſufficient to trim all our 
« cnſtomers, who conſiſted of people of 
* all rayks ; and among others, of play- 
ers and authors. One day, two per- 
« {ons of the laſt profeſſion being there 


together, began to diſcourſe about the 


poetry and poets of the time; and 
© hearing them mention the name of my 
uncle, I liſtened to their converſation 
with great attention.“ Don Juan de 


- « Zavaleta,” ſaid one of them, ** is an 
« author, in my opinion, beneath the 


«« pablick notice; a cold genius, a man 
« without fancy: his laſt piece has done 
« him infinite prejudice.” « And, 
„% pray,” ſaid the other, “ has ever 
" Lowis Velez de Guevara produced a 
« good work? was ever thing more 
« wretched than his performances?“ 
They named a great many more poets, 
* whom 1 have forgot. I remember 
© only, that they ſpoke contemptnouſly 


of them all, except my uncle, of whom 


© they made honourable mention, agree - 
ing that he was a lad of merit.“ Yes,” 
* ſaid one of them, Don Pedro de la 
« Fuenta is an excellent writer : his 
© books contain a delicate raillery mix - 
« ed with erudition, which makes them 
« agreeably ſatirical; and I am not at 
« all ſurprized at his being eſteemed 
« by the court and city, or at his re- 
« ceiving ſalaries from ſeveral gran- 
4 dees.'”—<<© He has, indeed,” ſaid the 
© other, “enjoyed a pretty large income 
« theſe many vears; and as he lives 
& with the Duke of Medina Cali, and 
« ſpends little, muſt be worth a conſi- 
« derable ſum of money.“ 

« I did not loſe one word, which the 
* poets faid concerning my uncle, who, 
« we had heard in the family, made a 
© noiſe in Madrid by his works, ſome 
people travelling through Olmedo hav- 
© ing told us ſo ; but as he neglected to 
let us hear from him, and ſeemed quite 
$ detached from his relations, we, on our 
part, lived iu as great indifference to- 
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© wards him. True blood is, however, 
always guided by a ſure inſtinòt: as ſoon 
as 1 heard that he was in circum- 
I © ſtances, and knew where he lodged, I 
| © was tempted to wait upon him; though 

© ane thing embarraſſed me not a little, 
© his being called Don Pedro by the au- 
* thors. That Don gave me ſome uneaſi- 
©neſs ; and 1 was afraid he might be 
| © fome other poet than my uncle, IL was 
nat, however, ſtopped b this conſi- 
* deration ; but imagined that he might 
have been ennobled on account of his 
vit, and therefore reſolved to go and 

© fee him. For this purpoſe, with my 
« maſter's permiſſion, I drefſed myſelf 
* one morning as well as I could, and 
Vent ont of the ſhop, not a little proud 
© of being nephew to a man who had ac- 
* quired ſuch reputation by his genius. 
As the barbers are not the leaſt vain 
| © people in the world, I began to con- 
' © ceive à great opinion of myſelf, and 
ſtrutting with an haughty air, enquired 
© for the houſe of the Duke de Medina 
© Cali ; where preſenting myſelf at the 
© gate, and ſaying, I wanted to ſpeak 
© with Don Predo de la Fuenta, the por- 
„ter pointed with his finger to a Intle 
* ſtair-caſe, at the farther end of as court, 
'©Ewhich he bid me aſcend, and knock at 

the firſt door on my right-hand : I did 
* fo, and (a young man coming out) 
© aſked if Signior Don Pedro de la 

©Faenta lodged there.“ Yes,” ſaid he, 

© but you cannot ſee him at preſent.“ 
— “ 1 ſhould be very glad,“ replied I, 

„to ſpeak with him for I bring him 

« news of his family.”—* If yon could 
e bring him news of the Pope,” ſaid 

© he, „I would not introduce you to 

« his chamber juſt now, for he is com- 
„ poſing; and when that is the caſe, we 
„ muſt take care not to diſturb his ima- 
„ vination : he will not be viſible till 

© novwn ; ſo that you may go and take a 
turn, and come back about that time.” 
I took his advice, and walked through 

| © the city the whole morning, thinking 
* continually on the receptian I ſhould 
meet with from my uncle, who I ima- 

 gined would be extremely glad to fee 

ame: I judged of his ſentiments by 
* my own; and preparing mylelt for a 
very tender ſcene, returned io his 
© lodgings, with all diligence, at the hour 
* preſcribed. © You are come in the 
« very nick of time,” ſaid his valet ; 
« for my malter is juſt going out; ſtay 
«here a minute, and I wil} let him 
{ know you are come.” * Sc ſayipg, 
© he left me in an outward room; and, 


, 
> 
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returning in a moment, conducted me 
into 
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* into the chamber of his maſter, whoſe 
face had ſo much of our family air in 
it, that I was ſtruck with the reſem- 
* blance, and could not help thinking it 
* was my very uncle Thomas, whom 
© had left at home. Having ſaluted him 
« with profound reſpect, I told him 1 
« was the ſon of Maſter Nicolas de la 
« Fuenta, barber in Olmedo ; that I had 
« worked at my father's buſineſs theſe 


© three weeks at Madrid, in quality of 


« a journeyman ; and that I intended 
*to make the tour of Spain for my im- 
« provement. While 1 ſpoke, my uncle 
c ed to muſe, conſidering, in all 
'© likelihood, whether he ſhould diſown 
* me for his nephew, or get rid of me 
in a more dextrous manner. He choſe 
this laſt method, and affecting a ſmiling 
* air, ſaid, Well, my friend, how do 
© thy father and uncles? I hope they 
„are in good circumſtances.” Upon 
* this, I began to deſcribe the plentiful 
* propagation of our family; I told him 
the names of all the children, male 
* and female, and even comprehended 
© in that liſt their godfathers and god- 
© mothers. Ile did not ſeem to intereſt 
« himſelf infinitely in my detal, but 
* coming to his purpoſe, replied, © Die- 
« go, I approve very much of thy reſo- 
*« Jution to travel, in order to make thee 
« perfect in thy profeſſion ; and I ad- 
« viſe thee to leave Madrid as ſoon as 
«« poſſible : it is a pernicious place for 
« youth, in which thou wilt be ruined, 
4 my child; it will be more for thy ad- 
4 vantage to reſide in ſome of the other 
«« cities of the kingdom, where people's 
*« morals are not ſo much corrupted. 
« Go,” added he; and when thou art 
« ready to ſet out, come and ſee me 
« again; I will give thee a piſtole, to 
« help thee to make the tour of Spain.“ 


* With theſe words, he puſhed me gent- 


« ly out of his chamber, and ſent me 
* about my buſineſs. TIT 

1 had not ſenſe enough to perceive 
t that he wanted to remove me at a good 
£ diſtance from him; but, going to our 
« ſhop, gave my maſter an account of 
s what had paſſed ; he was as far from 
« diſcovering the intention of Signior 
Don Pedro as I was, and ſaid, I am 
« not at all of thy uncle's opinion: in- 
« ſtead of adviſing you to travel, he ought 
« rather, I think, to make it your in- 
« tereit to ſtay in this city ; for, being 
« jntimate with ſo many perſons of qua- 
% lity, he can eaſily ſettle you in ſome 
« creat tamily, and put you in a condi- 
« tion to make your fortune.” Struck 
$ with this diſcourſe, which flattered 


ha. 
* 


| © my imagination, in two days I went 
© back to my uncle, and propoſed, that 
* he ſhould employ his credit to procure 
* admiſſion for me into the family of 


— 2 


I | © ſome lord belonging to the court, But 


this propoſal was not at all to his liking : 
| © 2a vain man, like him, who had free ac- 

* cels to the great, and ate every day at 
© their tables, could not brook his 
© nephew's ſitting with the ſervants, 
« while he dined with their lords; in 
this caſe, little Diego would have made 
* Signior Don Pedro bluſh. He did not 
© fail, therefore, to refuſe my requett, 
© and that not in the moſt civil manner. 
„% How | you little vagabond,“ ſaid he, 
with a furious look, “ wouldſt thou 
*« quit thy profeſſion ! Go 1 abandon 
© thee to thoſe who have given thee. 
* ſuch pernicious counſel : get out of 
% my apartment, and never ſet fout in it 
« again, otherwiſe I will cauſe thee to 
ebe chaſtiſed as thou deſerveſt.” Con- 
founded at theſe words, and ſtill more 
© at the tone in which they were deli- 
* yered, I retired, with the tear in my 
* eye, very much affected at his harſh 
| © behaviour; but as I was naturally briſk 
* and haughty, I ſoon dried my tears ; 
* my griet changed to indignation, and 
I reſolved to take no farther notice of 
© this unkind relation, without whoſe 
* aſſiſtance I had hitherto made ſhift to 
live. 

My whole thought being now bent 
on cultivating my talent, 1 applied to 
* bulineſs, ſhaved all day long, and in the 
* evening learned to play on the guitar, 
by way of recreation, My maſter for 
© that inſtrument was an old Signior 
Eſcudero, whoſe beard I trimmed, 
and who taught me mulick ; which he 
© underſtoovd perfectly well, having been 
© formerly choriſter in a cathedral : his 
name was Marcos de Obregon, a ſage 
* perſon, who had a large ſtock of ſenſe 
«© as well as experience, and loved me as 
« well as if 1 had been his own child. 
« He ſerved in quality ot uſher to a 
« phyſician's wife, who lived within thir- 
« ty paces of our houſe, whither I uſed 
to go in the twilight, when we had left 
* off working; and, fitting together en 
© the threſhold of the door, we uſed to 
© make a little concert, not at all diſa- 
« greeable to the neighbours ; not that 
our voices were exquiſite, but while 
© we thrummed upon the inſtrument 
© each cf us, in our turn, accompanied 
„it with ſipging, and that was ſufficient 
to pleaſe our audience. In particular, 
© we diverted Donna Mergellina, the 


— 
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the paſſage to hear us, and ſometimes 
made us repeat the airs that were moſt 
to her liking, her huſband not being 
« offended at her enjoying this diverſion ; 
© for though he was a Spaniard, and al- 
ready well ftricken in years, he was 
* not jealous : his profeſſion'engroſſed 
* him wholly, and as he, returned fa- 
tigued from his patients in the even- 
*ing, he went to bed hetimes, without 
* beiag alarmed at his wife's attention to 
our concerts; it is probable, indeed, 
that he did not think them capable of 
making dangerous imoreſſions ; and 
« we mult obſerve, that he imagined he 
© had little or no cauſe to fear, Mergel- 
© lina beiag young and handſome, it is 
true, but withal ſo ſavagely virtuous, 
that the could not ſo much as endure 
the look ofa man. He did not, there- 
fore, begrudge her a paſtime that ſeem- 
© ed fo innocent and honourable, but left 
© us to ſing as much as we pleaſed. One 
© evening when I came tothe phyſician's 
door, with an intention to play as uſual, 
© 1 found the old ſquire expecting me, 
© who, taking me dy the hand, ſaid he 
© wanted to take a turn with me before 
* we ſhould begin our concert; then 
leading me into a hy- ſtreet, where he 
« found we could talk with freedom, 
«© Son Don Diego,” ſaid he, with a me- 
« lancholy air. I have ſomething ex- 
« traordinary to diſcloſe: I am afraid, 
« my child, that we both ſhall have 
« cauſe to repent of amuſing ourſelves, 
«in the evening, with concerts at my 
„% maſter's door. 
« creat friendſhip for you, and am very 
« well pleaſed with having taught you to 
4+ play upon the guitar, and ſing; but, 
« had I forefeen the misfortune that 
« threatens us, pleaſe God, I would 
«« have given you your leſſons in ſome 
«ther place !''— Frightened at this 
« diſcourſe, I begged the uther to be 
* more explicit, and tell me what we 
© had to fear; for I was not a man who 
could brave danger; nor had J. as vet, 
© made the tour of Spain. I will,” 


* faid he, tell you what is neceſſary to | 
« be known, that you may comprehend 


the jeopardy in which we are. When 
entered into the ſervice of the phy- 
« fician, which is about a year ago, he 
« {aid to me one morning, after having 
„ brought me into the preſence of his 
„wife, “Marcos, behold your miſtreſs; 
« this is the lady whom youate to attend 
« everywhere.” I admired Donna Mer- 
« pelling ; 
4 pretty, exceſſively handſome, and was 


* 
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. 


I have, doubtleſs, a 


I mought her - wonderful - 


«« partieularly charmed with the agree- | 
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« whole 1 Sir,” anſwered I to the 
* phylician, „I am too happy in bei 

4 to ſerve ſuch 1 
6 lady.''--Mergellina, diſguſted at 
© anſwer, ſaid, in a paſhon, ** A 
« fellow, indeed methinks you take a 
« gveat deal of liberty. 1 want none of 
Such 
« words, from a mouth fo agreeable, 
« ſurprized me very much: I could not 
* reconcilethis ruſtick and inſolent man- 
« ner of ſpeaking with the gentle ap- 
* pearance of my miſtreſs : but her 
© huſband, who was uſed to it, rejoiced 
« at his having a wife of ſuch a rare 
„character, told me that his ſpuule was 
© a prodigy of virtue; and, perceiving 
* that ſhe put on her veil, and pre- 
e pared to go to mals, bade me conduct 
„ ker to church. We were no ſooner 
« in the ſtreet, than we met, which is 
« not at all extraordinary, feveral. gen- 
««tlemen, who, ſtruck with the fine air 
« of Donna Mergellina, paid her a great 
„% many compliments en pefant. She 
« replied to them all; but you cannot 
« imagine how a ahd ridiculous her 
« anfwers were. Every body was aſto- 
« tithed, and could not conceive that 
there was a woman in the world who 
«could be diſpleaſed with praiſe.— 
„% Madam,“ ſaid 1 to her, © take no 
« notice of what is ſaid to you; it is 
* better to keep filence, than to ſpeak 
© in 'paſſion.” —* No, no,” anſwered 
© the, „Iwill let theſe infolent fellows 
„% know that I won't be treated with dif- 
© reſpect.” In ſhort, fo much imper- 
*« tinence eſcaped her, that I could not 


help telling her my ſentiments, at the 


„ hazard of her diſpleaſure. 


eaſure. 1 repre. 
„ {ented to her, asdelicately as 1 could, 
** that the perverted nature, and (poiled 


%a thouſand good qualities, by her 


| © ſavage humour ; that a woman of po- 


* 


« liteneſs and good- nature might inſpire 
« love without the help of beauty ; 
« whereas, the handſomeſt perſon in t 
„ world, without meekaneſs and 

« breeding, would become the object 
© of contempt. | ſtrengthened theſe 
„ arguments with many more of the 
„ ſame kind, calculated for the reforma- 
«tion of her behaviour; and after 
© having moralized a good deal, I was 
afraid thar my freedom would enrage 
«© my miſtreſs, and bring upon me ſome _ 
«© {evere repartee : nevertheleſs, ſhe did 
„ not rebel againſt my remonſtrance, 
© but contented herſelf with-neglettin 
*« it entirely, as well as all the reſt that 
© was afterwards fooliſh enough to make. 
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« At length, I forbore to adviſe her 
« of her faults, and abandoned her to 
the ferocity of her nature. Mean 
*« while, (would you believe it ?) this 


4 ferocious diſpoſition, this haughty wo- 


© man, is, within theſe two months, en- 
« tirely changed ; ſhe is complaiſant to 
«every body, and her behaviour moſt 
« agreeable ; ſhe is not the ſame Mer- 
« gellina who made ſuch filly anſwers to 
« the men that ſaid obliging things to 
« her; ſhe is become ſenſible to praiſe ; 
« loves to be called handſome, and told 
* that a man cannot behold her with 
« ;mpunity ; and flattery is now as a- 
„ greeable tor her as to any other wo- 
„ man: the change is ſcarce credible ; 
„and, what will ſurprize you (till more, 
« you are the author of ſuch a. great 
«« miracle] Yes, my dear Diego,” con- 
« tinued the uſher, “ you have metamor- 
« phoſed Donna Mergellina in this man- 
« ner, and converted that tigreſs into a 
* }amb. In one word, you have attract- 
« ed her regard : I have perceived it 
% more than once, and am very much 
« miſtaken in the ſex, if ſhe has not con- 
« ceived a moſt violent paſſion for you. 
« This, my child, is the ſad piece of 
« news I had to diſcloſe, and the 
« troubleſome dilemma in which we 
«© are.” | 

„I can't ſee, ”” ſaid L to the old man, 
* that we have ſo much cauſe to be at- 
« flicted at this affair; or, that it is 
« a misfortune for me to be beloved by 
« a handſome lady.”—** Ah, Diego!“ 
© he replied, „you talk like a. young 
« man: you look only at the bait, 
« without perceiving the hook; you 
« canſider only the pleaſure, but 1 fore- 
« {ee the diſagreeadle conſequences. All 
« will come to light in the end. If you 
« continue coming to fing at our door, 
„ you will inflam: the paſſion of Mer- 
« gellina, who,-perhaps, loſing all re- 


„ ſtraint, will betray her weaknels be- 


„ fore her huſband Dr. Oloroſo; and 
© he who appears fo complaiſant at pre- 
« ſent becaule he believes he has no rea- 
« {on to be jealous, will become furious, 
revenge himſelt upon her, and in all 
„probability, make both you and me 
« teel the eftects of his rage.“ Why, 
© truly,” ſaid I,“ Signior Marcos, your 
©« reaſons are convincing ; and I ſubmit 
« myſelf wholly to your advice ; give 
« me, therefore, directions how to be- 
« have, in order to prevent mifchiet.”” 
— We have nothing to do,” anſwered 
he, but, to give over our concert: 
« appear no more before my miſtreſs ; 


| 


% and when you are no longer ſeen, ſhe 
« will retrieve her quiet. 
„ maſter's houſe, whither I will come, 
* and we will play on the guitar with- 
out danger.” —** With'all my heart,“ 
* ſaid I; „ and I promiſe never to ſat 
% foot within your door again.” I re- 
* ſolved in good earneſt ts be as good as 
* my word,; and, for the future, te 
keep myſelf cloſe in the ſhop, ſince the 


' © ſight of me was ſo dangerous. 


* In the mean time, honeſt Marcos, 
* with all his prudence, found, in a very 
few days, that the means he had con- 
© trived to extinguiſh the flame of Donna 
N 1 produced a quite contrary 
* effect. This lady, not having heard 
me ſing for two. nights ſucceſſively, 
© aſked him why we had diſcontinued 
our Concert, and for what reaſon I no 


* buſy that I had not a moment to beſtow 
* on my pleaſures. She ſeemed ſatisfied 
with this excuſe, and for three days 
more ſupported my abſence with forti- 
* tude enough ; but at the end of that 
© time, my princeſs loſt all patience, and 


Marcos, Diego muſt have ſome other 
e reaſon for not coming hither : there 
* is ſome myſtery in it, which I muſt 
have explained; fpeak, therefore, I 
** order you, and conceal nothing of the 
** truth.” ”—<* Madam,” anſwered he, 
% making uſe of another expedient; 
te fince you muſt know the truth, I will 
* tell you, that he commonly found 
„ ſupper over, when he went home, 
„after our concert; and he does not 
**chuſe to run the riſk of going to- bed 
with an empty ſtomach !'—*<+ How } 
© with an empty ſtomach 1” cried the, 
with the marks of uneaſineſs; „ why 
* had not you told me this ſooner ? Go 
to bed ſupperleſ(s ! Poor baby 1 Go to 
„him inſtantly, and bring him hither 
„this very evening. He ſhan't go to 
bed with an empty ſtomach ; there ſhall 
always be a plate of ſomething re- 
«© {ſerved for him.“ | 
„What do I hear?” ſaid the uſher, 
| © affecting ſurprize at her diſcourſe ; 
„ Heavens, what a change I Is it you, 
„ Madam, that talk thus? How long 
ce have you been thus gentle and com- 
„ paſſionate ?''—"* How long!“ replied 
© ſhe, | haſtily, “ fince your abode in 
© this houſe ; or rather ſince you con- 
„ demned my diſdainful carriage, and 
© labaured to ſoften: the roughneſs of 


| *« my behaviour. But alas!” added ſhe in 
© amelting tone, I have paſſed from 
1 | one 


Stay at your 


© longer . He replied, I was ſo 
| 


* ſajd to her ſquire, ©** You deceive me, 
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1% ne extremity to another! from being 
« hanghty and inſenſible, I am become. 
% too ſoft and tender 1 I love your 
« young friend Diego, in ſpite of all my 
* efforts to the contrary; and his ab- 
e fence, inſtead of weakening, adds new 
« vigour to my love ''—*« Is it poſh- 
« ble,” ſaid the old man, that a lad 
« who is neither handſome nor genteel, 
« ſhould be the object of ſuch a violent 
« paſſton? I would forgive your ſen- 
« timents, had they been inſpired by 
« ſome gentleman of ſhining accompliſh- 
© ments.”—* Ah, Marcos!” ſaid Mer- 
« gellina, interrupting him, I don't re- 
„ ſemble the reſt of my ſex—or rather, 
« notwithſtanding all your long expe- 
« rience, you are but little acquainied 
«« with women, if you think that merit 
% always determines their choice. If Ir 
may de allowed to judge by myſelf, de- 
liberation has no ſhare in their en- 
„ gagements; love is a diſorder of the 
« mind, by which we are involuntarily 
« dragged and faſtened to the object; it 
is a diſtemper by which we are ſeized,as 
dogs are with madneſs : ceaſe, there- 
„fore, to repreſent Diego as unworthy 
„of my tenderneſs; let-it ſuffice, that 
my love finds in him athouſand good 
, qualities which eſcape your notice, 
and perhaps only exiſt in my imagi- 
% nation. It is in vain for you to tell 
„% me, that neither his features nor his 
„% make deſerve the leaſt attention: he 
„ ſeems to me born to captivate, and 
«« fairer than the day! beſides, he has 
4% ſweetneſs of voice that charms me, 
and in my opinion plays on the Rr 
with a grace peculiar to himſelf,” — 
+ But, Madam,” replied Marcos, “do 
« you conſider who this Diego is ? the 
«© meahneſs of his condition ?''—** Mine 
* is not much higher than his ;” ſaid 
* ſhe, interrupting him again: “and it! 
„% was even a woman of quality, that 
* ſhould be no objection.” 

© The reſult of this converſation was, 
* that the uſher thinking he ſhould make 
© little progreis with his remonſtrances, 
_ * ceaſed to oppoſe the infatuation of his 
* miſtreſs; as an expert pilot yields to 
* the ſtorm that drives him from the 
port in view. He did more for the 
* ſatisfaction of his patroneſs : for, com- 
ing to me, he took me alide, and hav- 
ing recounted what paſled between 
© her and him; © You ſee, Diego,“ 
added he, that we cannot help con- 
* tinuing our concert at Mergellina's 
« door. There is a neceſlit) for that 


« lady's ſecing you again, my friend; 
** otherwiſe the will commit ſome piece 
No. 76. 


GIL BLAS OP SA 


nn — 


| 


| 


£ 


of indiſcretion that may do infinite 
«« prejudice to her reputation.“ I was 
not hard-hearted; but told Marcos, I 
* would in the twilight repair to the 
place of aſſignation with my guitar; 
* and that he might go and regale his 
* miſtreſs with this agreeable piece of 
neus. In this he did not fail; and 
* that paſſionaie inamorata was raviſhed 
© to underſtand, that the ſhould have 
* the pleaſure of ſeeing, and hearing me 
that very evening. 

A di e accident, however, 
© had well nigh baulked her expecta- 
tion: for 1 could not leave the ſhup 
© before night ; which, for my fins, was 
extremely dark; and as I groped along 
the ſtreet, and had got about half way 
to the. place of rendezvous, I was 
crowned from a window with the con- 
© tents of a perfuming pan, that did not 


[at all delight my ſenſe of ſmelling, - 


though 1 may ſafely ſay I loſt none of 
it, ſo exactly was I equipt. In this 
condition, I did not know what courſe 
to take. Had I returned to the ſhop, 
* I ſhould have affurded a very divert» 
ing ſcene to my comrades, and ex- 
* poſed myſelf to a thoutand unſavoury 
jeſts; and I was ſhocked at the thought 
* of going in this fine pickle to Mergel- 
* lina: this laſt, however, I reſolved 
upon; and going to the phyſician's 

* houſe, found the old ſquire waitin 

for me at the door. When he tol 
me, that Dr. Oloroſo being in bed, 
© we might freely divert ourſelves, T 
* anſwered, I mult firſt clean my cloaths: 
and then related my misfortune. He 
* {ympathized with me, and conducted 
me into a hall where his miſtreſs was ; 
u ho no ſooner learned my adventure, 
and ſaw my condition, than the grieved 
© for me as much as if I had met with 
© the greateſt mistortune ; and beſtowed 
© a thouſand curſes on the perſon who 
had thus accommodated me. “ But, 
© Madam,” faid Marcos to her, “ mos 
© derate your trah{ports; and conſider 
that this event, being the pure effect 
* of chance, ought not to be fo dee ly 
« reſented.” -, Why thould not 1,“ 
© aniwered the, ** deeply reſent the in- 
© jury, that has been done to this poor 
„ lamb, this dove without gall, who 
does not even complain of the outrage 
« he has received? O that I was a man 
« this moment to revenge it!“ | 
© She ſaid a thouſand things 
that denoted the exceſs of # love, 
* which ſhe made appear no lefs by her 
© actions; for while Marcos was Bulied 
in wiping me with a towel, the ran 10 
H her 


more 
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* her chamber, and fetched from it a 
* box full of all forts of perfumes; 
* ſweetening my cloaths with the ſcent 
* 6t odoriferous drugs which ſhe burn- 
ed, and afterwards 1 them 
all over with eſſences. The fumiga- 
tion and aſperſion performed, this 
© charitable lady went into the kitchen 
© for ſome bread, wine, and flices of 
* roaſted mutton, which ſhe had ſet a- 
part for my entertainment; and oblig- 
ing me to cat, took pleaſure in ſerving 
me, ſometimes by cutting my victuals, 
and ſometimes by filling wine, in ſpite 


of all that Marcos and I could ſay to, 


© diflitade her from ſuch condeſcention. 
When I had fupped, we gentlemen of 
* the band began to tune our voices to 
* our guitars, and performed a Concert 
that charmed Mergellina. We at- 
« fected, indeed, to ling thoſe airs, the 
« words of which flattered her paſlion ; 
and it muſt be obſerved, that while 1 
* ſang, I frequently ogled her with the 
tail of my eye, in ſuch a manner, as 
« blew the coals-of love; for I began to 
* be pleaſed with the game. Although 
' the concert laſted a uy time, I was 
not at all tired; and as for the lady, to 
« whom the hours ſeemed minntes, ſhe 
© would willingly have ſpent the night 
in hearing us, had not the old uſher, 
« to whom the minutes ſeemed hours, 
« pat her in mind of its being late. This 
6 ihe gave him the trouble to repeat ten 
or twelve times; but ſhe had to do 
« with one who was indefatigable on 
« that ſabject, and who gave her no reſt 
until I was gone, This experienced 
« perſon, ſeeing his miſtreſs abandoned 
to a fooliſh paſſion, was afraid of ſome 
croſs accident: and his fear was ſoon 
© juſtified ; for the doctor, either ſuſ- 
« petting ſome ſecret intrigue, or agitat- 
ed by the demon of jealouſy, who had 
© reſpected him hitherto, took it in his 
« head to find fault with our concerts, 
* which he forbade in a peremptory 
© manner ; and, without giving any rea- 
«Fon for his diſguſt, declared that for the 
© future he would ſuffer no ſtranger to 
«© come within his doors. 

Marcos advertiſed me of this decla- 
ration, which was particularly intend- 
« ed for me, and mortified me not a lit- 
« tle; for I had conceived hopes 1 was 
© forry to forego. Nevertheleſs, that 1 
may act the faithful hiſtorian, I will 
* own that I bore my misfortune with 
© patience. This was not the caſe with 
« Mergellina, whoſe ſentiments ,were 
mere inflamed than ever.“ My dear 
„% Marcos,” ſaid the to ker uſher, © from 
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«© you alone I expect aſſiſtance; fall upon 


„ ſome method, 1 beg of you, to 


* bring Diego and me together in pri- 
© vate,” —<** What do you aſk ?” * cried 
the old man in-a rage; I have been 
already but too complaiſant, and will 
„not undertake, by gratifying your 
% (filly paſſion, to diſhonour my maſter, 
* ruin your reputation, and entail infa- 
* my upon myſelf. I, who have always 
* maintained the character of an irre- 
* proachable domeſtick! 1 will rather 
quit your family, than ſerve yon in 
„ ſuch a ſhameful manner. Ah, 
Marcos!“ cried the lady, imerrupt- 
ing him, and frightened at his laſt 
* words, ** you pierce my very heart 

* when vou talk of leaving me! Cruel 
„man! are you going to forſake me 
© now, after having reduced me to this 
„% condition ! Give me back my former 
pride, and that ſavageneſs of diſpoli- 
tion you have deprived me of! Wh 


do I not {till poſſets theſe happy defects, | 


« which would have preſerved my tran- 
« quillity | whereas, your indiſcreet re- 
© monſtrances have robbed me of the 
*« repoſe I enjoyed l you have corrupt- 
« ed my- morals, by endeavouring to 
© correct them. But what do I ſay,” 
© added ſhe, 4 wretch that I am ! why 
« do I reproech you unjuſtly! No, my 
« father; you are not the author of my 
«© misfortune, which cruel fate alone 
« decrees | don't therefore take notice, 
« I conjure you, of the extravagant diſ- 
* courſe that eſcapes me! Alas! my 
66 2 diſorders my underſtanding ! 
« have pity on my weakneſs! you are 
« all my comfort; ahd if you have any 
« regafd for my life, do not refuſe your 
«© aſſiſtance.“ | 

At theſe words, her tears redonbling 
in ſuch a manner that ſhe could not go 
© on, ſhe covered her face with her hand- 
© kerchief, and threw herſelf upon a 
chair, like a perſon ſinking under af- 
* fliction, Old Marcos, „ho was per- 
© haps the beſt ſoul of an uſher that ever 
lived, could not reſiſt ſuch a moving 
* ſight, which affected him ſo much, 
that he even mingled his tears with 
* thoſe of his miſtreſs, and ſaid, with 
an air of tenderneſs, © Ah, Madam, 
©« how bewitching you are!-I am not 
« proof againſt your ſorrow! my virtue 
* 1s vanquiſhed, and I promiſe you my 
s afliſtance, I am not ſurprized that 
love has been able to make you for- 
(get your duty, when pity alone has 
ſevered me from mine.” According - 
© ly the uſher, in ſpite of his N 
© able conduct, de 


6 obligingly 


evoted himſelf very 
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« obl:gingly to the paſſion of Mergellina ; 


and having come one morning to in- / 


© form me'ot what had happened, told 
* me that he had already concerted a 
plan for procuring a ſecret interview 
* between the lady and me. This re- 
animated my hope; but in leſs than 
two hours after, I received a piece of 
very bad news. A journeyman apo- 
© thecary in the neighbuurhood, one of 
* our cuſtomers, came in to be ſhaved, 
* and while I prepared the lather, ſaid, 
„ Signior- Dego, what is the matter 
« with your old friend, the old ſquire, 
% Marcos de Obregon? Do you know 
„that he is going to leave Dr. Oloro- 
© fo?” Upon my anſwering in the ne- 
* gative, he reſumed, It is certainly 
* true: he is to be diſmiſſed this very 
* day. His maſter and mine have been 
« juſt talking on that ſubject while 1 
„% was by; and to the beſt ot my remem- 
„ brance, their converſation was thus: 
* Signior Apuntador,“ ſaid the phyſi- 
* cian, © I have a favour to aſk: being 
e diſſatisfied with an old ufher who has 
« ſerved me ſome time, I want to put 
„% my wife under the direction of a faith- 


"Os 


* ful, ſevere, and vigilant duenna.” —. 


J underſtand you,” ſaid my maſter, 
© interrupting him, © you have-ogcalion 
© for Dame Melancia, who was my wife's 
% governante, and has lived in the faui- 
« ly theſe fix weeks that I have been a 
* widower: though ſhe is very uſeful to 
„% me in houſe-keeping, I yield her to 
* you, on account of my concern for 
% your honour, You may depend upon 
„ her for the ſafety of your forehead ; 
© ſhe is a jewel of a duenna“, and a very 
dragon to guard the Chaſtity of tne 
t female ſex : during the whole term of 
«twelve years that ſhe was with my 
& wife, who, you know, was both young 
„ and handſome, I never faw ſo much 
«« as the ſhadow of a gallant in my houſe. 
% No, faith! it was no place for them to 
play pranks in ; and, let me tell you, 
& the defunct, in the beginning, had a 
© {trong propenſity to coquetry; but 
« Dame Melancia oon reclaimed, and 
„ inſpired her with a taſte of virtue. In 


« a word, ſhe is a treaſure, and you will 


thank me more than once for the pre- 
t fent I make of her.” The Doctor was 
«© rejoiced at this encomium; and Sig- 
« nior Apuntador and he are agreed, 
© that the duenna ſhall this very day fiil 
the place of the old uſher.” . 
This piece of news, which 1 believ- 
* Ducnnar, are females 
their wives avg daughters, 
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of approved fidelity, to whoſe cars 
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ed, and was certainly true, diſturbed 


© the ideas of pleaſure with which I bad 
begun again to regale myſelf; and 
Marcos, in the afternoon, confounded 
them effectually, by canfirming the 
1 of the journey man- apothecary. 
« My dear Diego,“ ſaid the honeſt uſher, 
„Jam very glad that Dr. Oloroſo has 
„ diſmiſſed me; a circumſtance that 


e ſpares me a great deal of trouble: for 


„ I not only found myſelf engaged in a 
© bad employment, but likewiſe under 
« a neceſſity of contriving tricks and 
*« {tratagems to bring Mergening and 
6 you together in private. hat a di- 
emma had I brought myſelf into! 
„Thank Heaven, I am freed from thoſe 
* troubleſume cares, and the dangers 
{© that attend them 1 for your part, my 
„ {on, you ought to conſole yourſelf for 
« the loſs ofa tew ſweet moments, which 
*« might have been followed by number. 
« lets ſorrows.“ 1 reliſhed the reflec- 
tion of Marcos, becauſe I no longer 
had any hopes, and thought no more 
© of the affair. I confeſs, I was not one 
© of thoſe ſtubboro#tovers, who are ani- 
© mated by the obſtacles in their way; 
but had 1 been fuch as one, Dame 
© Melancia was enough to make me quit 
* my purſyit; for the character I had 
heard of that duenna, ſeemed capable 
of driving any gallant to deſpair, Ne- 
« vertheleſs, in whatever colours ſhe had 
© been painted to me, I learned, two or 
© three days after, that the Doctor's wife 
© had either lulled this Argus, or car- 
* rupted her fidelity. As 1 went out to 
© ſhave one of our neighbours, a decent 
© old woman {topping me in the ſtreet, 
© aſked if my name was not Diego de la 
Fuenta: whenl anſwered, „Ves. 
« Well, then,” ſaid the, „you are the 
„ perſon I want, Come this night to 
„% Donna Mergellina's door, and make 
* ſome lignal by which you may be known 
« and admitted into the houſe.“ 
„Very well,” ſaid I to her, „we myſt 
„ firſt agree upon the Ggnal, I can 
« mimic a cat charmingly, and will mew 
„% ſeveral times.” That's enough,“ 
© replied this ſhe Mercury; © I will re- 
„ port your anſwer. Your ſervant, Sig- 
© nior Diego, Heaven bleſs you! how 
„ handſome you are! By St. Agnes, if 
„J were but fifteen years old, 1 would 
« not chuſe to engage you for others!“ 
© So ſaying, the vfficious; beldame de- 
parte. | " 


| * You may welt think that 1 was ſuri- „ 


the Spaniards \ntxult the chaftity.of 
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* ouſly agitated by this meſſage. Adieu 
© the reflection of Marcos! I expected 
* night with the utmoſt impatience; and 


* when I thought Dr. Oloroſo might be | 


* aſleep, went to her door, where I mew- 
ed ſo loud, as to be heard at a good 
© diſtance, and did great hononr to the 
© maſter who taught me ſuch a polite art. 
In a moment, Mergellina having open- 
© ed the door ſoftly, and let me in, ſhut 
© it again in the ſame manner; and we 
went together into the hall where our 
© laſt concert was held, and which was 
© lighted by a ſmall lamp that glimmer- 
6 * | in the chimney t we fat down cloſe 
* by one another, for the benefit of con- 
© verſing more at our eaſe, and were 
both very much affected; with this 
« difference, however, that pleaſure alone 
£ was the occaſion of her emotion, while 
mine partook a little of fear. My 
* princeſs in vain aſſured me, that we 
had nothing to dread on account of her 


s huſband : I was ſeized with a fit of 


* ſhivering that diſturbed my joy. 
«« Madam,” ſaid I to her, “ how have 
% you been able todeceive the vigilance 
«© of your governante? After what I had 
* heard of Dame Melancia, I did not 
think it poſſible for you to find means 
* to let me hear from you, much leſs to 
« give me a perſonal interview.” Don- 
na Mergellina, ſmilingat my diſcourſe, 
„ anſwered, 4* You will ceaſe to be ſur- 
* prized at the private opportunity we 
% now enjoy, after I have told you what 
« paſſed between my duenna and me. 
* When ſhe came firſt into the family, 
% my huſband loaded her with civilities, 
«and ſaid to me, “ Mergellina, I com- 
% mit you to the care of this diſcreet gen- 
% tlewoman, who is a ſummary of alfthe 
« yirtues ; a mirror which you muſt al- 
«« ways have before your eyes, for your 
„% improvement in wiſdom. This ad- 
« mirable perſon governed an apothe- 
4 cary's wite (a friend of mine) twelve 
« years, and that in ſuch an uncommon 
„% manner, that ſhe became a kind of 
 «« ſaint under her inſtruction.” 

«This encomium, which the ſevere 
$ look of Dame Melancia did not belye, 
« coſt mea world of tears. and threw 
« me intodeſpair. I repreſented tv my- 
$ ſelf the lectures I muſt hear from 
% morn to night, and the rebukes I muſt 
every day undergo. In ſhort, 1 ex- 
s pected to be the moſt unhappy woman 
© jn the world; and thinking it necd- 
„ leſs for me to be on the reſerve, in 
& ſuch a cruel ſtate of expectation, I ſaid 
* to my duenna, with a reſolute air, (as 
& ſoon as 1 found mylelf alone with her) 


n 


| 


—— —— 
% You are doubtleſs preparing a great 
many ſufferings for me; but I think 
60 g to advertiſe you before hand, 
„that 1 have not a great deal of pa- 
te tience ; and that I will endeavonr to 
„give you as many mortifications as I 
„can: in the mean time, I declare that 
my heart entertains a paſſion which all 
*« your remonſtrances ſhall not impair; 
« ſo that you may take your meaſures 
* accordingly, and redouble your vigi- 
** lance; for I confeſs Iwill ſpare nothing 
to deceive it.“ At theſe words, the 
„ grim-faced duenna (who I imagined 
„was about to give me a ſample of her 
* office) cleared up her auſtere cqunte- 
% nance, and ſaid, with a ſmiling air, 
„am charmed with your humour, 
* your frankneſs encourages mine, and 
] ſee we are deſigned for one another. 
„Ah, my fair Mergellina ! how little 
«© are you acquainted with me, when 
© yuu jndge by the character your ſpouſe 
the doctor gives me, and by this ſour 
s aſpect Iaſſume! I am ſo far from be- 
© 1ng an enemy to pleaſure, that my ſole 
« motive for hiring myſelf as the mini- 
{© {ter of jealous huſbands is, that I may 
« the more eftectually ſerve their hand- 
« ſome wives. I have long poſſeſſed 


the great myſtery of diſgniting myſelf; 


„and may call myſelf doubly happy, 
«becauſe I enjoy the convenience df I, 
« and the reputation of virtue at the 
« ſame time. Between you and me, this 
„js the ſcope of mankind in general: 
virtue itſelf is too difficult to be ac- 
« quired ; and therefore people are ſa- 
« risfled with poſſeſſing the appearance 
«ofit! - 

Leave your conduct to my direc- 
tion,“ added the governante; „ and 
« I warrant you, we will ſoon impoſe 
„ni pon old Dr. Oloroſo, who, by my 
&* troth, ſhall ſoon ſhare the fate of Sig- 
* nior Apuntador; for | don't fee why 
the forehead of a phyſician ſhould be 
« more reſpected than that of an apothe- 
«© cary. Poor Apuntador | how. many 
te tricks his wife and I have played him! 
«© She was a lovely creature! a good.hu- 
% moured ſoul, Heaven reſt it! I can 
« aſſure you, ſhe made a good uſe of her 
« youth, and did not want abundance of 
« admiters, whom I introduced to the 
« houle without ever. being diſcovered 
* by her huſband : look upon me, there - 
© fore, Madam, with a more favourable 
eye, and be perſuaded, that whatever 
talent the old ſquire might have for 
« your ſervice, you will loſe nothing by 
„ the change, and perhaps find me till 
more uſetul than he was, 

6 I leave 


—ͤ — 


« ] leave you to judge, Diego,” 
© continued Mergelliua, how much 
« I thought myſelf obliged to the du- 
« enna, for this frank declaration; for 
„ looked upon her as a perſon of the 
«© moſt auſtere virtue; ſo apt are people 
4 to be deceived in women. Her ſin- 
« cerity gained my heart in a moment: 
« ] embraced her in a tranſport of joy, 
«© that convinced her how much I was 
4% charmed with my lot, in having her 
« for a governante; and afterwards 
« freely imparted my ſentiments to her, 
« and begged that the would, without 
« loſs of time, contrive a private meet- 
ing with you; which ſhe has not fail- 
«ed to procure. This very morning 
„ the ſet at work that old woman who 
% poke to you, and who is an agent 
h hom ſhe often employed for the apo- 
« thecary's wife. But the moſt plea- 
« fant part of this adventure,” added 
© ſhe, laughing, “is, that Melancia, un- 
« derſtanding from me, that my huſ- 
« band commonly fleeps ſound, has 
„gone to bed to him, and this very 
% minute ſupplies my place.“ —““ So 
„% much the worſe, Madam,” faid I to 
« Mefgellina, ** | cannot approve of th's 
«© invention; your huſband may wake, 
and perceive the cheat,” —** He can- 
« not perceive it, anſwered ſhe, with 
« ſome precipitation ; don't be uneaſy 
% on that ſcore; nor let a groundleſs 
% panick poiſon the delight you ought 
« to enjoy with a young lady who has 
«< a regard for you.“ 

The old doctor's wife obſerving that 
«I was (till diſmayed, notwithſtanding 
£ her aſſurance, did every thing in her 


power to encourage me; and practiſed | 


* ſo many different endeavours for that 
© purpoſe, that ſhe ſucceeded at laſt, and 
6 i reſolved to profit by the occaſion; 
but juſt as Cupid, attended by rhe 
© ſports and ſmiles, was about to crown 
« my happineſs, we were aſtoniſbed by 
© a loud rap at the ſtreet- door. Imme- 
© diately love and his train took wing, 
© like a flock of fearful birds, diſperſed 


* by ſudden noiſe! Mergellina concealed 


me in a hurry under a table that was 1n 
the hall; then blowing out the lamp, 
© as it had been agreed upon berween 
© her governante and her, in cafe ſuch 
a croſs accident ſhould happen, ſhe 
© went to the chamber where her huſ- 
£ band was a-bed. In the mean time, 
the whole houſe rung with the repeat- 
# ed knocks that were thundered at the 
© door; and the doctor, ſtarting out of 
his {leep, called Melancia. The du- 


| © ena, jumping out of bed, (although | 
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© the doctor, who miſtook her for his 
© wife, bid her lye ſtill) joined her miſ- 
* rreſs in the dark; who; feeling her, 
* called Melancia alfo, and bid her go 
* and fee who Knocked at the door: 
„% Madam,” anſwered the governante, 
„ am here, Go to bed again, if you 
« pleaſe, and I will go and fee what is 
the matter.” Mean while Mergellina; 
having undreſſed, flipped into bed to 
* the doctor, who had not the leaſt ſuſa 
* picion of the trick. It is true, indeed, 
© this ſcene was performed in tne dark, 
© by two actreſſes, one of whom was 
* matchleſs in her way, and the ot 

© an admirable proficient. + oy 4.4 

* The duenna, wrapped in a robe 

© chambre, appearing ſoon after with a 
* candie in her hand, ſaid to her maſter, 
* Signior Doctor, be fo good as to riſe: 

«© the bookſeller, Fernandez de Buen- 

% dia, our neighbour, has fallen into 
© an apoplexy, and you are deſired to 
„g with all haſte to his aſſiſtance.” 
Ihe phyſician dreſſed himſeif as ſoon 
as he could, and went away; while his 
* wife, in a looſe gown, eme along with 
* the duenna into the hall where I was, 
* and drawing me hom under the table, 
more dead than alive, ** You have no- 


thing to fear, Diego,“ ſaid ſhe; re. 


© collect yourſelf.” Then, in a few 
* words, ſhe told me what had happen- 
© ed, and wanted to renew the conver- 
ation which had been interrupted; 
but this the governante oppoſed, ſay- 
ing.“ Madum, perhaps your-huſband 
© will ind the bookſcller dead, and re- 
turn immediately. Beſides,“ added 
* ſhe, perceiving me bew;mbed with 
© tear, © what would you do with this 
© poor lad? he is in no condition to 
% maintain the conference, Which you 
© had better defer till to- morrow,”” 
Donna Mergellina conſented to this 
« propolal, not without regret ; ſo well 
* did the love the preſent time: and 1 
believe ſhe was very much mortified, 
* that the could not then beſlouw upon 
the doctor the new cap the had de- 
© ſtined for him. 


As for my own part, leſs ſorry for 


having been baulked of love's moſt 


precious favours, than glad to be out 
© of danger, I went back to my maſter's 
* houſe, Where I ſpent the night in re- 
* flecting upon my adventure. I heſi- 
* tated ſome time about going to the 
place of rendezvous next night,  hav- 
ing as bad an opinion of th 

* enterprize as of the firſt ; but the de- 
© vil, who is, always laying. cloſe fiege 
to us, or rather, on ſuch occaſions, 

takes 


e ſecoud © 


t © the dector's door, between eleven and 
twelve next night, which was ſo dark, 
ftar appeared in the fir- 


takes poſſe ſſion of our faculties, ſug- | 
* pefted, that I ſhould be a great booby 
* to ſtop ſhort in the middle of ſuch a 
« delightful journey; repreſenting to my 
* fancy Mergellina adorned with new 
* charms, and heighrened the value of 
the pleaſures that awaited me: ſo that 
* I reſolved to purſue my point ; and, 
* flattering myſelf with the hope of be- 
* having with more courage than be- 
© fore, I repaired, in ths diſpoſition, to 


* that not one 
* mament. I mewed two or three times, 

© to give notice that I was, in the ſtreet ; 

and nobody coming to the door, I not 

only repeated the ſignal, but alſo mi- 

* micked all the different expreſſions of 
* a cat, which a ſhepherd of Olmedo 

© had taught me; and acquitted myſelt 
© ſo well, that a neighbour going home, 

* and miſtaking me for one of thoſe ani- 
mals whoſe notes I imitated, took up 

© a flint ſtone he found at his feet, and 

* threw it at me with his whole ſtrength, 

* crying, ** Curſe on the caterwauler!“ 

e received the blow upon my head, 

* which ſtunned me ſo much, that I had 

© well nigh tumbled backwards; I felt 

© myfelf wounded; a circumſtance ſuf- 

© ficient to give me adiſguſt at gallan- 

try; and loſing my love with my 

© blood, returned to our houſe, where I 

* alarmed and raiſed the whole family. 

* My maſter examined and dreſſed my 

* wound, which he thought dangerons ; 

but it was attended with no bad con- 

 * ſequence, and in three weeks diſap- 
* peared; During all that time, I heard 

* not one ſyllable about Meryellina ;.. 
© and it js not unlikely that Dame Me- 

» lancia, in order to detach her from 

* me, introduced her to ſome better ac- 

* quaintance. But this gave me no con- 

F.cern: for as ſoon as I found myſelf 
perfectly cured, I left Madrid, in or- 

der to perform my tour of Spain,” 


CHAP. VII. 


_ Git Blas and his companion come up with a 
man whom they perceive ſoaking crufls of 
bread in a ſpring ;, and enter into conver - 

ation with hum. | . 


S' GNIOR Diego de la Fuenta re- 
counted a good many more adven- 
tures that had happened to him; but, 
in my ovinion, ſo little worth the breath 
they coſt, that I ſhall paſs them over in 
filence ; though .1 was obliged to hear 
the recital, which was ſo tedious, that 


— 
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as 


In this vilkhge we ſtaid the remaining 
part of the day; and, at the inn where 
we lodged, ordered for fupper 2 diſh of 
cabbage-ſoup, and a roaſted hare, the 
ſpecies of which we were at great pairs 
to prove before- hand. On the mor- 
row, at break of day, we purſned onr 
journey, after having "repleniſhed our 
bottle with provy good wine, and fur 
niſhed our knapſack with ſome ſtices of 
| bread, and the half of the hare which 
remained from our ſupper. | | 
When we had gone about two leagues, 
we began to be hungry; and perceiving 
ſeveral large trees, which formed an 
agreeable ſhade in the fields, about two 
hundred paces from the highway, we 
went thither to make a halt, and found 
a man, ſeven or eight and twenty years 
old, ſoaking ſome cruſts in a fountaia. 
A long ſword 'lay by him on the graſs, 
with an haverſack, of which he had un- 
loaded his ſhoulders; and, though he 
was poorly cloathed, he diſcovered a 
good ſhape and mien. We accoſted him 
in a civil manner; upon which he ſalu- 
ted us with great comiplaiſance, and 
preſenting his eruſts, aſked with a ſmile, 
if we would be of his meſs : we anſwer. 
ed, yes, provided he would give us leave 
to improve the repaſt, by joining our 
breakfaſt with his. He freely conſent- 
ing, we immediately produced our vic- 
tuals, which afforded no unpleaſing view 
to the ſtranger, who cried, in a tran- 
ſport of joy, How, gentlemen! egad, 
there's ſtore of munition for the belly! 
© T ſee you are provident people; for 
* my own part, [ ſeldom travel ſo well 
provided, but depend a good deal upon 
* change. Notwithſtanding my prefent 
© (ituation, however, I may ſay without 
* vanity that I ſometimes make a pretty 
© brilliant appearance. You muſt know, 
that I am uſually treated like a prince, 
© and have guards in my train.'—*1 
© underſtand you,” ſaid Diego; * you 
© would intimate that you are a player?” 
— You have hit it,“ replied the other; 
© I have ated theſe fifteen years at leaſt ; 
« for I performed ſome Tmall parts while 
*1 _ a child.'—* To be plais with 
* you,? ſaid the barber, ſhaking his head, 
© I can farce believe what you fay., 1 
© know what ſort of people the eome- 
© cians are; theſe gentlemen don't tra- 
vel a foot, and qine with St. Anthony, 
© as you do; therefore 1 cannot help 
Cthinking that you are no more than a 
© candle-ſnuffter,'—* Yon may think of 
© me as you pleaſe,” replied the ſtage- 
player; but T affirm, that I act the 


it brought us as far as Ponte de Duera. | 


* 


| © very top parts, and among nm 


that of the lover.“ If that be the 
* caſe,* faid my comrade, © I congratu- 
late you upon it; and am very proud 
that Signior Gil Blas and I have the 
* honour: to break faſt with a perſon of 
* fuch importance.“ | | 
We then began to gnaw our cruſts, 
and the precious remains of the hare, 
beſtowing ſuch rude embraces on the 
bottle, that it was empty in a very ſhort 
time ; and being ſo buſy with what we 
were about, that we ſcarce ſpoke one 
word during the repaſt ; which bcing 


ended, the converſation was thus re- 


GIL BLAS OF' SANTILLANE. 


ſumed. © 1 am ſugprized,' ſaid the bar- , 
ber to the player, to fee you in ſuch 


© indifferent circumſtances: for a ſt ige- 
* hero, methinks you have a very needy 
* appearance ; youll pardon my 'free- 
dom.“ Your freedom! cried the ac- 
tor, ah! truly, you are little agquaint- 
* ed with Melchior Zapata. han 

Heaven, I am not at all exceptious 

you do me a pleaſure, in ſpeaking ſo 
* frankly ; for 1 myſelf love to tell my 
mind without reſerve. I fincerely 
* own I am not rich. — Look,” added 
he, ſhewing that his doublet was lined 
with play-bills, © this is the Ruff that 
© uſually ſerves me for lining; und if 
©.you have any curiohiy to ſee my ward- 
robe, it hall be forthwith gratified.” 
At the ſame time he took out of his 
knapſack an old ſuit laced with tinſel 
a forry hat with ſome old plumes o 


« You ſee,” ſaid he, I am tolerably 
* poor,%—* That's what ſurprizes me,” 
replied. Diego. © $6 yon have neither 
wife nor daughter ““ I have a wife, 
« young and handſome,” ſaid Zapata; 
yet I am never a bit the better for it; 


* {o wonderfully capricious is my fate. 


married a beautiful actreſs, in hopes 
« that ſhe would not let me ſtarve; and 
* untortanately for me, the is incorcup- 
« tibly chaſte. Who the devil would not 
* have been deceived as 1 was? there 
© happened to be one virtuous woman 
among the ſtrollers, and the muſt fall 


to my lot Y— Truly, you have had. 


© bad luck, ſaid the barber; * but why 
did you not marry an actreſs of the 
« king's company at Madrid, in which 
* caſe you could not have been diſap- 


© pointed ?*—*< 1 grant it,* replied the 
player: but a plague upon it! a little 


* country ſtroller dares not aſpire to 
© thoſe famous heroines ; that is as much 


das an actor of the prince's company 
*can do; ſome of whom are even oblig- 
ed to match in the city. Lucky for, 


* 
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them, the city is well ſtored, and they 
t often light on yoke-fellows not a whit 
inferior to thoſe 'princeſſes who were 
brought up behind the ſcenes.” 

© Have you never endeavoured,” ſaid 
my companion to him, * to be introduced 
into that company? Muſt one hae 
* infinite merit to be admitted into it?“ 
—* Good!” replied Melchior, * you are 
merry with your infinite merit. It is 
 * compoſed of twenty actors: aſk their 
© characters in town, and you will hear 
them finely handled. More than one 
© halt: deſerve to carry the knapſack 
© {till ; but, for all that, it is no eaſy 
© matter to be received among then.. 
© One muſt have money, or powerful 
friends, to ſupply the want of talents. 
This I onght.to know, fince I am juſt 


come from making a trial at Madrid, 


— 


' feathers, a pair of ſilk ſtockings full of | 
| Holes, and red buſkins very, much worn. 


ths 


_—_—— 
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here I have been hooted and hiſſad 
in a helliſh manner, although 1 de- 
© ſerved to be applauded to the ſkies; 
© for I roared, ranted, burleſqued Na- 
© ture an hundred times; and more- 
© over, in my declamation, clapped my 
* clenched fiſt ro my princeſs's fiofe. 
© In a word, I performed in the taſte 
© of the great actors in vogue; and yet 
* the ſame audience that reliſhed this 
« behaviour in them, could not endure 
it in me. You ſee the force cf preju. 
© dice! Wherefore, finding myſelf in- 
© capable of pleahng on that ſtage, aud 
© having nothing to ſecure my reception 
in defiance of the town, I am going 
© back to Zamora, where I ſhall rejoin ' 
my wife and comrades, who are not 
in the moſt flouriſhing circumſtances. 
« God grant that we may not be obliged 
© to beg our way fo the next town !'s 
© misfortune which has already happen- 
ed to us more than once.“ | 

With theſe words, this prince of the 
drama ſprung up, ſhouldered his knap- 
ſack, girded on his {word, and, atpart- 
ing, prononnced with a theatrical air, 
Gentlemen, adieu! may the gods ex- 
* hayiſt their bounties on you !'——+ And 
you,“ replied Diego, may you, at your 
© return to Zamora, behold your wife's 
condition and temper changed.“ Sig- 
nior Zapata no ſooner ſhewed his heels, 
than he began to rthearſe as he walked, 
and Take; wry the barber and I hiffed, 
to put him in wind of his trial: the 
noiſe reaching his ears, he thought he 
ſtill heard the catcalls of Madrid ; upon 
which he looked back, and-perceiving 
that we made merry at his expence, far 
from being incenſed at our buffponery, 
took all in good part, and contimned his 


noiſe, burſting-into fats of bas” 4 


: 


—— 
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the way. We returned nis mirth with 
all our might; and, getting back into 
the high road, purſued our journey. 


C M. AP. IX. 
The condition in which Diego Foes his fa- 
7 the 


miſy; and an account 0 re 
after which, Gil Blas bids him farewel. 


II TING ſlept that night between 
4 Moyados and Valpuetta, in a little 
village whoſe name I have forget, we 
arrived next day, about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, in the plain of Olme- 
do. * Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid my com- 
rade, * there is the place of my nativity, 
* which I cannot behold again without 
© tranſport ; ſo natural it is to love one's 
* country.*—Signiur Diego,“ anſwered 
I., one who expreſſes ſuch regard for 
* his native country, might, 1 think, 
* have ſpoke of it a little more advan- 
© tageouſly. than you have done: Ol- 
* medo ſeems to be a city, and you told 
me it was only a village. It ought, at 
© leaſt, to be dignificd with the epithet 
© of a market-town,'—* I beg it's par- 
don, ' replied the barber ; but I muſt 
© own, that after having ſeen Madrid, 
Toledo, Saragoſſa, and all the great 
© cities I touched at in making my tour 
© of Spain, I look upon the al ones 
* as villages.“ As we advanced into the 
plain, we thought we obſerved a great 
concourſe of people near Olmedo, and 
when we were near enough to difcern 
objects, we found ſomething to attract 
our attention. | 
There were three tents pitched at a 
ſmall diſtance from one another, and 
hard by a great number of cooks and 
ſcullions preparing a feaſt: ſome laid 
cloth on long tables, placed under the 
tents; ſome filled earthen pitchers with 
wine; others made their pots boil, and 
others again turned ſpits that were loaded 
with all ſerts of meat: but what I conſi- 
dered more attentively than all the reſt, 
was a great ſtage, raiſed and adorned 
with. decorations of painted paper of 
different colours, and garniſhed with 
__ Greek and Latin devices. The barber 
no ſooner perceived the inſcriptions, 
than he aid, All theſe Greek mottvues 
* favour ſtrongly of my uncle Thomas, 
* who, I'II hold a wager, has a hand in 


the buſineſs: for, between you aud 


* me, he is a learned man, and has a 
* pour of college books by heart: his 
© greateſt tault is, that he inceſſantly 
quotes paſſages from them in conver- 
-* {fation, which is not agreeable to every 


body. Belides,” added he, my uncle 


ſoicings . 


| 


| 


© has tranſlated a. good many Greek and 
Latin authors, and is quite maſter of 
the ancients, as one may ſee by the 
© learned remarks which he has made: 


had it not been for him, we ſhould 


* never have known, that in the city 
© of Athens children cried when they 


 * were flogged ; we owe that diſcovery 


© to his profound erudition.“ 

After my comrade and I had ob- 
ſerved all thoſe: things which I have 
mentioned, we were curious to know 
the cauſe of ſich preparations, and 
went forward to enquire, when Diego 
recognized in the director ot the feaſt, 
Signior Thomas de la Fuenta, whom he 
accoſted with great eagernels. The 
ſchool-maſter did not, at firſt, know 
the young barber; fo much was he al- 
tered during an abſence of ten years: 
but recollecting him at laſt, he embraced 
him affectionately, ſaying, * What! do 
1 fee thee returned to the town where 
thou firſt ſaw'ſt the light? Thou art 
come to revifit thy houſhold gods; 
and Heaven reſtores thee ſafe and 
* ſound to thy Kindred! O day, thrice 
© and four times happy ! O day, worthy 
© to be marked with a white ftonel A 
world of changes have happened, my 
friend,“ purſued he ; © thy uncle Pedro 
© the poet, has fallen a victim to Pintc, 
© having died three months ago. That 
© miſer, while alive, was afraid of want- 
© ing the neceſſaries of life, Argenti pal- 
© lebat amore ; for though he received 
© large penſions from ſeveral grandees, 
ne did not ſpend ten piſtoles a, year for 
© his ſubliſtence, and was even ſerved 
© by a valerwhom he did not maintain. 
© That fool, more ſenſeleſs than the 
* Grecian Ariſtippus, who ordered his 
* {laves to throw away, in the deſarts of 
* Africk, the riches they carried, as a 
burden that incommoded them in their 
© march ;—he, I ſay, heaped.up all the 
gold and ſilver he could ſcrape toge- 


| © ther; and tor whom? for thoſe very 


© heirs he would not fo much as ſee. He 
died worth thirty thouſand ducats, 
© which thy father, thy uncle Bertrand, 
© and I, have equally ſhared among us: 
© ſo*that we are able to ſettle our chil- 
* dren to our heart's deſire. My bro- 
* ther Nicolas has already diſpoſed of 


© thy liſter Tereſa, whom he has given 


© in marriage to the ſon of one of our 


* alcaldes. Connubio junxit ſlabili, propri- 


* umgue dicavit. Theſe nuptials, per- 


| © formed under the moſt happy auſpices, 


we have celebrated theſe two days with 

©{\uch preparation; three tents 2 ＋ 

* pitched in the plain, one fer each ot | 
2 * 
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t the three heirs of Pedro, who, in their 
* turns, bear the expence of the day. 
IL wiſh thou hadſt arrived ſooner, to 
©* have ſeen the beginning of ouf re- 
4 joicingy,, The day before yelterday, 
*.when they. were married, thy father 
gave aſumptuous entertaiament, which 
© was followed by a courſe at the ring: 


© thy, uncle, the mexcer, treated yeſter- 
| led us with a paſtoral. 


day, and rega 
N 6 Fac 


© and as many handſome maidens, were 
« drefled like ſhepherds, all the rib- 
© bands, and points in his ſhop being em- 
« ployed to adorn them. This gay 
company performed ſeveral dances, 
and fung à thouſand light and tender 
catches: nevertheleſs, tho“ nothing 
was ever more gallant; the ſpectators 
* did not ſeem to reliſh it, which ſhews 


© that ar 1s quite out of date. 
4 Ted, a he, every thing is 
* to be at my coſt; and I will exhibit 
* to, the inhabitants of, Olmedo a ſhew 
© of my own invention. Huis coronabit 
© opus. I have ordered a theatre to be 
* raiſed, on which (God, willing) I will 
make my ſcholars repreſent a piece of 
my own compoſing, intitled, The Di- 
verſions of Muley Bugentuff, King of 
Morocco. It will be extremely well 
* afted, becauſe I have ſcholars who 
* declaim like the players of Madrid: 
* they are the ſons of faſhionable people 
© living at Pennafiel and Segovia, who 
- © are boardcd with me, and are become 
t exeellent actors under my inſtruction. 
Their performance will appear to be 
of a maſterly ſtamp, ut ita dicam. With 
regard to the piece, I ſhall ſay nothing, 
© that thou mayeſt enjoy the pleaſure of 
© ſurprize; but only obſerve, that it muſt 
"© franſport the ſpectators: for it is one 
* © of thoſe tragick ſubjetts which wake 
| © the ſoul by the images of death they 
© preſent to the view,—I am of Ari 
| « ſtotle's opinion, that the chief end © 
© © tragedy is to raiſe terror. Oh if 1 
''© had attached myſelf to the drama, 


% Would have introduced none but 
bloody. minded princes, and heroick,, 
- © aſſaſſins on the ſcene, and would have 


© bathed' myſelf in gore: and in my 
© tragedies, not only the principal per- 
©* ſons, but even their rds ſhould 
© have periſhed. I would have mur- 
«© dered them all, to the very prompter. 
© In a word, my taſte is horror: and we 
« ſee that ſuch poems captivate the mul- 
« titude, ſupport the luxury of the play-' 


© ers, and enable the author to live at 


ſpeaking, we lam 
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relations and friends, and precede&by 
ten or twelve muſicians, who playing. 


all together, performed a moſt thunder. 


ing concert. We went up to meet 


—— —¾ 


them, and Diego made himſelf known; 
upon which, the whole aſſembly broke 
out into ſhouts-of joy, and every one 
was eager to embrace. him ; ſo that 'he 
was ſufficiently employed in receiving 
their expreſſions of friendſhip; His 
whole tamily, as well as all who'were 


W4 


coming out of the village into the plain 
a great cuncourſe of men and women 
Theſe were no other than the new= ©. 
married couple, accompanied by their 


8 having well nigh ny 
im with careſſes, his father faid 


thou findeſt 


him, Welcome, nary 
ter'd in their 


thy parents ſomewhat 


* circumſtances, my child. I ſhall ſay 
| © no more at preſent, but explain my- 


* ſelf more particularly by and by.“ 
Mean while the company, adyancin; 

into the plain, repaired to the tents, — 
ſat down at the tables that were cover - 
ed; and I and my companion, whom I 


would not quit, dined with the bride. 


groom and bride, who ſee med to be 
very well matched. The repaſt was 
pretty long, becauſe the ſchoolmaſter 


ad the vanity to furnifh three courſes, - 


in order to excel his brothers, who had 


not treated with ſo much maygnificence. 


After the banquet, all the gueſts ex- 
preſſed impatience to ſee the reprefen- 
tation of Signior Thomas's piece ; not 
doubting. (as they ſaid) that the pro- 
duction of ſuch a tine genius Would an- 


{wer their moſt ſanguine expectatlon. 


Accordingly, approaching the ſtage, be- 
fore which the muſicians had already 


taken their ſeats, in order to play be- 
tween the acts, every body, in the moſt. 


rofound ſilence, waited tor the begin- 


ning. The actors appeared on the ſcene, 


and the author, with his poem in his 
hand, ſat down on one ſide, to prom 
them. It was not 8 

he told us the piece was 
in the firſt act, the King 0) Morocco 
by way of recreation, ſnhot an hundred 
Mooriſh ſlaves with arrows: in the fſe- 


reaſon that 
agical ; tor, 


cond, he beheaded. thirty Portuguese 


officers, whom one of his captains had 
made priſoners of war; and in the third 
and laſt, this monarch, mad with his. 


wives, ſet fire with his own hand to a 
detached palace, in which they ver 


mut up, and reduces them and it to. 


aſhes. The Mooriſh flaves, as well 
ihe Portugueze officers, were-figures 


ozier, very artfully made; and the 44 


lace, compolgd.of paper, ſeemed gl 
* 2 a flame 


% - 
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on 
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a flame by an artificis.| fire-work. This 
conflagration, accompanied with a thou- 
ſand doleful ſhrieks, that ſeemed to 
iſſue from the midſt of the flames, con- 
cluded the piece, and cloſed the ſcene 
ja a very diverting manner. The whole 
plain echoed with the applauſe that 
was given to ſuch a fine tragedy, which 


—- - C1 22 


bo nt. of 


actors returned: apon the ſcene, 'and 
ranged themſelves round Signior Tho- 
mas, Who looked a, big as- tlie head 
maſter of a college, 'and held a paper 
in his hand, on which were written the 
names of thoſe who were to obtain the 
prizes: this he gave to the King of 
Morocco, who began to read it with a 
juſtified the good taſte of the poet, and | loud voice; and every ſcholar who Was 
ſhewed he knew how to chuſe his ſub- | called, going in a 272 manner, re- 
Nn AE © | ceived a book from the pedant, who was 
I thought there was no more to be Er I ON gne To bays, and or- 
ſeen, after the diverſions of Muley Bu- | dered to {fit down on one of the benches, 
| gentuff; but I was miſtaken : for we | that he might be expoſed to the admi- 
| were advertiſed of a new ſhew by the | ration of the crowd. Nevertheleſs, how 
| found of drums and trumpets, This} 'defirous foever the ſchoolmaſter was of 
| - was a diſtribution of prizes: Thomas ſending home the ſpettators ſatisfied, 
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3 


de la Fuenta, to make the feaſt more 
ſolemn, having ordered all his ſcholars 


(as well thoſe who were” boarded with 
him as the reſt) to compoſe, and intend- 
ing to beſtow oa thoſe who had ſuc- 
ceeded beſt, books bought at Segovia 


with his own coin. Immediately, there- 
fore, two ſchool-forms. were brought 
up. preſs full of little. 
books handſomely bound; then all the 


upon the ſtage, with a 


he could by no means effect it; becauſe 
having diſtributed almoſt all the prizes - 
among his boarders, as the cuſtom is, 
the mothers of ſome of the reſt being 
prefent, were offended; and openl 

accuſed the pedant of partiality, in fuc 

a manner, that this entertainment, which 
had hitherto been ſo glorious for him, 


had like to have ended in miſchief, like 


the feaſt of the Lapithæ. 


BOOK 11. 


CHAS 1. 


The grrival of Gil Blas at Madrid ; with 


an account of the fg maſter he ſerved in 


. 

T.JAVING ſtaid ſome time with the 
4 1 young barber, 1 afterwards joined 
a merchant of Segovia, in his way 


through Olmedo, with four mules, on 


which he had tranſported goods to Val- 
ladolid, and was returning with them 
unloaded, We became acquainted on 
the road; and he conceived ſuch friend- 
fhip for me, that he inſiſted upon my 
lodging at his houſe, when we arrived 
ut Segovia, There he detained me two 


days; and when I was ready to ſet out 


ef” 


| 


for Madrid, along with a carrier, he jn- 
truſted me with'a letter, which he de- 
fired I would in-perſon deliver ac- 
cording to direction, without telling 
me that it was a recommendation. 1 
did not fail to preſent it to Signior Mat- 


theo Melendez, a wovllen-draper, who 


lived ggar the Sun- gate, at the corner 
of the Tgunk- maker's Street; and he 


e ſaid, with a complaiſant 


2 0 roof! it, and read the con- 
# 2 nts, than 


air, * Signior Gil Blas, Pedro Palacio, | 


_— 


þ 


my correſpondent, writes ſo prefling! 
in your behalf, that 1 cannot diſpenſe 
with your lodging at my houſe. He 
* moreover entreats me to find a place 
* for you; and I undertake the, office 
with pleaſure, being perſuaded that 1 
* ſthall find no difficulty in procuring, for 
© your a good ſettlement.” IS, 
I accepted the offer of Melendez with 
ſo much the more joy, as my finances 
were ſenſibly diminiſhed ; but 1 did not 
live long at his. expence ; for in eight 
days he gave me to know, that he had 
recommended me to a gentleman of his 
acquaintance, who wanted a valet de 
chambre j- and that, in all probability, 
I ſhould be preferred to the poſt, The 
gentleman coming in at that moment, 
« Signior,* ſaid Melendez, ſhewing me 
to him, this is the young man I men- 
* tioned to you. He is a youth of ho- 
© nour and ſobriety, and I can anſwer 
for his good behaviour, as much as 
for my own.“ The cavalier having 
looked at me attentively, ſaid he liked my 
countenance, and took me into his ſervice. 
He may follow me now,” added he; 
and I will inſtruct him in his duty.“ 
At theſe worgs, he bade the * 
* IT) 80 ; 
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' ſaid he, don't follow me; 
.* you pleaſe : but be ſure to 
ir 


GIL _BLAS OF 


od morrow, and condufting me into 


7 we entered a pretty . houſe, 
ne wing of which He polleſſed; and 
zoing up five or ſix ſteps of a ſtair, he 
atroduced me into a chamber, ſecured 

two ſtrong doors, which he opened; 
nd in the nile, 1 perceived a {mall win- 
low, grated with iron: through this 
chamber we went into, another ; where 
there was a' bed and other furiyture, 
more calculate for convenienc than 


e eee inne 

If now maſter conſidered me at- 
tentiveſy at the nh of Melendez, I 
examined hit with great earneſtneſs in 
my turn, He Was a man turned of fifty, 
N to be ſerious and reſerved, 
thou | 
conceived 


= 


4 


ut ſeveral queſtions" to me about my 
Family, $84 being ſatisfied with my 
ſwers, * Git Blas,“ faid he, * 1' believe 
© thou att aentible young fellow, and ! 
©am very glad to have fuch an one in 
amv F. 4 N ne... 

my ſervice. As for thiee, thou ſhalt 
© haye no cauſe to complain; 1 will give 


A thee ſix rials a day, for victuals, cloaths, 


* wages andalt'; excluſive of ſome lit- 
'©tle oh N77 thou mayeſt enjoy, and 
©] amealily ſerved; for I keep ho, table, 
N dine «broad. All that thou 
© haſt ty do in a morning is, to clean my 
© cloaths, and thou ſhalt be at thy own 


« diſpolal during the reſt of the gay: 
take care only to come back early in 


© the evening, and wait for me at the 
©* door. This is all 1 exact.“ After 


having thus preſcribed my duty, he took 


out his purſe, and gave me lix rials, as 


'Aa beginning to fulfil articles; then going 


out, he locked the doors himſelt, and 
utting the keys in his pocket, Friend,“ 


on the 
air, When I return in the evening.“ 
o ſaying, he left me to diſpoſe of my- 
ſelf as I ſhould think proper. 
© In gobd faith, Gil Blas,“ ſaid I to 
myſelf, thou couldſt not have found a 
« better maſter: what! to light on a 
man who, tor bruſhing his cloaths, and 
« helping him to dreſs of a morning, 
gives me lix rials per day, with liberty 


fo walk and. take my diverſion, like a | 
| elk e . 5 Egad, 
. * this is the happieſt of all ſituations 


No wonder that I was fo deſirous ( 


being at Madrid: 1 had certainly ſome 
4 ſupernatural intimation of the pi: 
- .* neſs that awaited. me.“ I ſpen 
day in ſtrolling about the ſtreets, diyert- |. 
_ log myſelf with looking at every thing 


the 


243 


e great ſtreet juſt by St. Philip's | 


| 
ö 
; 


| 


; 


200d natiifed wWithal; ſo that 1 
72 . | bpinion ot c - 


Ad being fatisfled with my an- 


o where 


] 


. 


| 
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that was new to me, and this gave n 

ſufficient employment. In the evening, 

after havin 174 * at an eating · hou 
tek ct 


order, a lamp that ſtood in his chimney, 
and carried the candle 8 


he got up rr and 9 9 7 3 
ed his" clodth 


ih grea! Part- 
ed again for the remaining part of the 
1 4 #3 ) 68 o " 7% i * p 7 » 


day. 


Such was pur manner of ring, which 
I found very agreeable; and the beſt 
joke of all was, T did not know my 
maſter's name: Melendez himfelf was 
ignorant of it, being only acquainted 
with him as a gentleman” wito came 
ſometimes to his thop, and bought cloth 
of him, as lie had occaſion for it. Our 
neighbours could give me no better in- 

formation ; all of them aſſuring me, t 
my maſter was utterly unknown 0 
them, although he had lived twa years 
in the ward.” They told me, that he 
viſited nobody in the neighbourhood ; 
and ſome of them, accuſtomed to make 
raſh inferences, concluded fri 
that he was no better than he ſhould be. 
They went ſtill farther, ſuſpecting him 
to be a [py of the King of Portugal, and 
charitably advertiſed me of that ſaſpi. 
cion, that I might take my nienſüres 
accordingly. I was diſturbed at this 
advice; and reflected, that if the thin 


was ſo, I ſhould run the riſk of viſit. 


ing the priſon of Madrid. 1. could 
not confide in my innocence, my⸗ | 
misfortunes having taught me-towurez 
Juſtice ; for I had 715 by experience, 
that if ſhe does not put the Innocent ta 
death, ſhe at leaſt treats them with ſa 
little hoſpitality, that her lodgers are al- 
ways in a very melancholy fituation.” 

In ſuch a delicate conjunQture T 4 


\ 
C 
- 


ſulted Melendez, who did not knows 
2 „ „ 


IF 


thence,  - 


AM 


* 


ho to adviſe me; for if ; he coiild not 
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believe that my maſter was a ſpy, on 
the other hand, he had no certain rea- 
ſon to think otherwiſe :; ſo that I re- 


ſolved. to obſerve my patron, narrowly, | 


and to leave him, if. 1 ſhould perceive 
that he was undoubtedly an enemy to 
the ſtate; but 1 thought prudence, and 
the eaſineſs of my place, required that 

ſhould, be firſt, perfectly ſure of bis 
Pres. With this view, I began to 

cep a ſtrift eye over his actions; and. 
in order to ſound him, Sir,“ ſaid 1, 
one evening, While 1 undreſſed him, 
one does not know how to live, ſo as 
* to avoid flander x the World is very 
© malicious, and we, among ,others, are 
very little obliged to our neighbours. 
s You cannot gueſs in what manner the 


malicious creatures talk of us |'— 
'E Right, Gil Blas,“ anſwered he: but 


* what can they ſay of us, child?“ * Ah ! 
truly,“ 1 replied, © ſcandal never wants 
« matter. Virtue herſelf furniſhes food 
* for it, Our neighbours ſay, that we 
fare dangerous people and deſerve to 
be taken notice of by the government, 
© In a word, you are thought to be a ſpy 
for the, King of Portugal.“ While .1 


pronouneed theſe words, I looked hard 


at my maſter, as Alexander, eyed his 
phyſician “; and employing all my pene- 
tration to diſcover what eftect my report 
produced in him; thought I obſerved an 


emotion. that too well agreed with the 


conjectures of the neighbourhood, and 


he fell into a fit of muling; upon which 


did not put the moſt tayourable con- 
ſtruction: but he ſoon recovered him- 


ſelf, and ſaid with an air of tran uillity, 
Gil Blas, let our neighbours thipk as 
they pleaſe, without making our peace 
depend on their imaginations; and 
© ſince we give them no cauſe to think 


'+* amiſs of us, let their opinion give us 


no uneaſineſs.“ 

Upon this, he went to bed, and I fol. 
lowed his example, without knowing 
what to think of the matter. Next day, 


' Juſt as we were going out in the morn- 
ing, we heard a loud rap at the-outward 


door; my maſter opened the other, aud 
Jookjng through the ſmall grate, ſaw a 
decent ſort of a man at it, who ſaid, 
* Signior Cavalier, I am an alguazil, and 
* come hitherto tell you, that the corre- 


© * gidor would ſpeak with you. — What 


_ 


does he want with me” replied n 
patron.—* That Lam ignorant of, Sig- 
* nior,” ſaid the algyazil ; “ but if you 
will take the trouble to go to his houſe, 


6 aw will ſoon know. I am his mo 
4 


| 


L left him, in order to ſee 1 


| 


umble ſeryant,” reſumed my maſter 3 

c mp 218 ” manner * by ines with 
him.“ So ſaying, ut the ſecon 

door; and havin Se ed up 7) down 
for ſome time, bes on alarmed at th 

aiſcour 6 of the alguazil, put ſix rials in: 
En las, thou 


to my hand, ſaying, * 
* mayeſt ge o, my friend, 1 L Py pot 
* intehd to, go abroa ſo early, an hve 
* nv farther occaſion or thee this morn- 
ting.“ , Theſe words made, me believe, 
that the fear of being apprehe ded obli- 
ged him to ſtay-at home; ft hat when. 
elt order to ſee if thy ſuſpi- 
cions were unjuſt, 1 hid my ſelf iq a place 
from whence 1 could Tee him, af 
ſhould come out; and ſhould ha 7115 
the patience to ſtay there the who 
morning, had he not Duty. e the 
trouble, But an hour alter, F il 
walking in the.ſtreet, with an air of bf- 
ſurance, that at firſt | confounded” my 
e ; but, far from þeing duped 
y thoſe appearances, I diſtruſted them, 
having no ſavourable opinion of the man. 
I looked upon his compoſure as a piece 
of affectation, and, even imagined that 
his remaining at home was with. a view 
of ſecurin his gold and jewels ; and 
that, in all probability, he would con- 
ſult his ſafety by immediate flight. 1 did 
not expect to ſee him again, and hei- 
tated about going in the evening to give 
my attendance at the door; ſo fue I 
was that he would quit the city inſtantly, 
to eſcape from the danger that hreat- 
ened him. I did not fail, however, of 
being there ; and, to my utter ſuxrprize, 
my maſter returned at his uſual time, - 
went to bed without ſhewing the Maſt 
uneaſineſs, and got up the next day with 
the ſame tranquillity. $2 
When he had done dreſſing, ſomebody 
knocked at the door; upon which, my 
maſter looking through the grate, p 
ceived the ſame alguazil who had been 
there the preceding day, and aſked what 
he wanted. Open, anſwered the algua- 
zil, here is Monſieur the corregidor+.” 
At this formidable name,” my blood 
froze in my veins ; for I was curſedly 
afraid of theſe gentlemen, ſince 1 paſſed 


; C Alegander "the Great having received a letter, intimating that his phyſician deſigned to 


poiſon kit, took ihe cup of medicine which he preſcribed, and drinking it withour hefftation, 


put the letter into the ſuſpecled perſou's hand, fixing his eyes ſtedfafily upon him while he read 
It, in order to diſcover in his cquntenance the ſigns 


innocence or guilt. 


13 84) 
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+ la every city of Spain, the.corregidor is the chief civil magiſtrate, and is always wines 


by the kiog, | 


through 


* 
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mͤrough their hands; and wiſhed that 
momem go be an hitndred leagues from 
Madrid 3 f 
opened the. door, ahll received the 
dge with great reſpett. * You ſee,” 
aick the corregidor tb him, * f Jo not 
come to your lodgings with many at- 
©tendants ; being deſiròus of doing every 


thing with as litfle ' noiſe as 'poſſible ; 
8 belie ve that 'you deſerve this re- 


notwithſtanding the ugly reports 
that are'{pread of =. Tel in, there - 
fore, your name, and buſineſs at Ma- 
drid “e Signior,“ replied my maſter, * 1 
* was born in New Caſtile, and my name 
is Dan Bernard de Caſtel Blazo : with 
regard to my buſineſs, 1 divert myſelf 
in walking, frequenting ſhews, and en- 


vy rien 


— 


then“ replied the corregidor-. On 
that which you ſhall, ſee,” ſaid Don 
Bernard: at the ſame time, he Tifted 6 

a hanging, opened a door which! 1 had 


not before obſerved, then another be- 


hind that, and carried the judge into a 
cloſet, where he ſhewed him a great 
trunk filed with pieces of gold. | 
MY i he went on: Signior, you 
"know that tine Spaniards are enemies 
* to labour; nevertheleſs, how averſe 
-< ſoever they may be to trouble, I may 
* ſafely ſay, that Lexcel them all in that 
'* © particular; having a fund ot lazineſs 


© that renders me incapable of any man- 


ner of employment. If I had a mind 


'* to dignify my vices, I would call this | 


* lazineſs, 4 philoſophical indolence, the 
© work of a mind weaned from every 
* thing that is moſt ardently purſued in 
„fe but I will frankly own, that I 
© am conſtithtionally idle; and ſo idle, 
* that if Was under a neceſſity of work · 
Ting for my livelihood, I believe I ſhould 
let myſelf die of hunger. With a view, 
© therefore, to lead a life agreeable to 
"© my humour, to free myſelf from the 
« trouble of managing my eſtate, and 
above all things, to ſave myſelf the 
© plague of a ſteward,'l have converted 


* my whole patrimony, conſiſting of ſes \ 


_ © 'veral' conſiderable inheritances, into 


t my patr6n, leſs afraid than | 


ds. — Doirbtleſs,” ſaid | 
100 e, you have a great income.“ 

o, Sit, reſumed niy patron, in- 
* tercupring him, *1 have neither rents, 
lands, not houſe %—* How do you live 


* 2 7 
ying the agreeable converſation of | 
«Few ſ tete 


ö 


q 


| 


| 


| 


4 


* 


quite cured of women. 


* 


59 
am not addicted to any one ofthe three 
* things which commonly bring men to 
ruin. I am not a flaveto my ſtomach; 
*1 play only for amuſement 3 and am 
So that I am 
under no apprehenſion of * ranked, 
in my old age, among thoſe volop- 
© trious dotards, who purchaſe the fa- 
© vours of courtezans at an extravagant ' 
« price.“ 7 4 ; Br 
© What a happy man you are 1 ſaid 
the corregidor : you are very unjuſtly 
ſuſpected of being a ſpy ; that office 
© being very unfit for a re of your 
character. Proceed, Don«B-rnard,* 
added he; continue the life you now 
© lead ; and, far from diſturbing your 
© happineſs, 1 declare myſelf the guar- 
* dian of it. I beg the favour of your 
© friendſhip, and offer you mine in re- 
turn. — Ah, Signior l' cried my 
maſter, penetrated with theſe obliging 
expreſſions, I accept the precious offer 
you make, with equal joy and reſpect; 
for in vouchſafing me your friendſhip, 
© yon increaſe my wealth, and crown niy 
© felicity.'——After this converſation, 
which the alguazil and Joverheard at 
the cloſet-dovr; the corregidory-took his 
leave of Don Bernard, who could. not 
enough expreſs his gratitude ; while I, 
to ſecond my maſter, and alliſt him in 
doing the honours of the houſe, over- 
whelmed the alguazil with civilities, 
making a thouſand profound bows, 
though, inthe bottom of my ſoul, I har- 
boured that diſdain and averſion which 
every man of honour has for one of his 
occupation, "on 
$4 C H A P. 11. 
The aſloniſiment of Gil Blas, when he met 
Captain Rolando at Madrid, and the cu- 
rious things which that robber recounted + 
to hum 27 
ON Bernard de Caſtel Blazo, - after 
having waited upon the corregidor 
to the ſtreet, returned with all expedition 
to lock his ſtrong box, and all the doors 
that ſecured it. Then we went out both 
very well ſatisfied ; he, for having ac- 
quired a powerful friend, and I, for be- 
ing now ſecured in my fix rials a day. 


The deſire I had to recount this adven- 
ture to Melendez, made me take the 


© ready money. In this trunk ars fifty 
''* thouſand ducats; more than I ſhall 
eber have occaſion for, was I'to live 
' ©anotherage; for I don't ſpend a thou: 


road to his houſe, which, when 1 had 
almoſt reached, I eived Captain Ro- 
lando, I was confounded at finding him 
in this place, and could not help ſhiver- 


Land a year, and am already turned of | ing at ſight of him! He me at 
,** fiſty:, I am not at all afraid of what | once, accoſted me very grave and 
"tis to happen; for, tank Heaven, I | preſerving ſtill his air of ſuperiority, - 
bs Ph | 3 : ordered 
— 


7 


£ 


= 


erdered me to follow him. 1, obeyed © unſer 


with fear and trembling, ſaying to my- 
ſelf, * Alas | he will, doubtleſs, make 
« me-pay wht Lowe to him. Whithes 
© will he lead me | perhaps to ſome ſub - 
« terranean abode in this city, A plague 
* upon it! if 1 thought ſo, I would Jet 
* him ſee, in a hurry, that I have not 
« got the gout in my toes.“ As A walked 
behind him, I reſolved to take particular 


notice of the place where he ſhould ftop, 


from which 1 propoſed to ſcamper off as 
ſaſt as my legs could carry me, thoyld it 
feem in the Jeaſt ſuſpicious. 
But Rolando ſoon baniſhed my. fear, 
by going into a noted tavern; whither 
1 followed him, and where he called for 
the beſt wine, and beſpoke dinger, In 
the mean time, we went inta a room by 


ourſelves, where the captain ſpoke in 


this manner: Thou muſt be ſurprized, 


© Gil Blas, to meet thy old commander 


© jn this wore ; and wilt be more ſo ſtill, 
* when thou ſhalt hear what 1 going to 
relate. That day on which 1 left thee 
* in our ſubterranean retreat, and ſet 
it for Manſilla with my whole com- 
* pany, in order to diſpoſe of the.mules 
and horſes Which we had taken the 
preceding day, it was our fortune to 
meet the ſon of the corxegidor of Leon 


© in his coach, accompanied by four men 


on harſeback well armed. We made 
*two of them bite the duſt, and the others 
* betake themſelves to flight ; while the 
* coachman, aftzaid of his maſter's life, 
* cried, in a ſuppliant voice, “O, dear 
.* gentlemen ! in the name of. God, do 
not kill the onty ſon of the corregidor 
© of Leon.“ My people did not at all 
« reteat at theſe words, which, on the 
© contrary, inſpired them. with fury: 
« Gentlemen,” ſaid one among us, „let 
* notthe ſon ofour mortal eremy eſcape: 
% how many people of our proteſſion 
% hath his father put to death 1 Jet ug 
„% avenge them now, and ſacrifice this 
„victim to their manes.““ The reſt of 
* my men approved of this propoſal ; 
and even my lieutenant prepared to act 
the high. prieſt in this ceremony, when 
* | held his hands, ſaying, “ Stop at your 
* peril! why thould we-ſhed blood un- 
* neceſſarily ! let us be ſatisfied with the 


© purſe of this young man, whom, ſince 


4 he makes no reliſtance, it would be the 
© utmoſt barbarity to kill: beſides, he 
© is not accountable for the actions of 
6% his father, who does no more than his 
duty in condemning us to death; juſt 
* as we do ours in rifling travellers on 
* the highway.” 


E * 


My interceſſiun was far from being | 


— 
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| 


© couldeſt 


ber thy bed was, and there 


viceable to ihe corregidor's ſon 
Y PU we, took not Bf dat his 
money; and having capri off tho 
horſes af the t men we had ſſain. w 

© ſold them, together with our own, 

© Manfilla; then returning to our caver 

* which we. reached. next. day before } 
* was light, we were nota litile aſtoni ſhed 
„to find the trap-dogr Je; up; And 
eur furprige regoubled,, when we ſaw. 
* Leanarda fettered in the kitchen, Be- 
© ing; bricfly..informed by, her of what 
* had happened, La mh hr how thou 
t out-wit us, never having 
* thought thee capable” of playing ſuch a a 
clever trick, ..apd we forgive thee on 
* account of the invention. Having 
* untied our cook+ymazd and given or- 
ders ta dreſs victuals for us, we, went 
* to look after, our horſes in the ſtable, 
* where the, old , negro, . who.had x 

* ceived no ſuſtenance, for, four amd twen» 
* ty hours, was at the laſt gaſp. We 
© would have given him all the aſſiſtance 
in our power ; hut he had loſt his ſen- 
* ſesz and was otherwiſe ſo low,  ibat 
© notwithſtanding our good - will, we left 
© the poor devil in the clutches of death. 
© This did not deprive us of out appe- 
© tite, which, having ſatisfied. with a 
« ſumptuous meal, we retireg ta. our 
* ſeveral chambers, and ſleepec the reft 
* of the day: when we got up, Leonarda 
let us know that Domingo, was no 
© more ; upon which we carried him to 
© the cellar, where. thou mayeſt remem- 
r ſormed 
his funeral obſcquies, as if he had 
enjoyed the honour of being our com- 


panion. 


Five or x days after, it happened, 
that intending. o make an bee 
* we one morning, on the ſkjrts,of the 


.* woud, feel in with, three, troops. be- 
longing to the Holy Brotherho 


who 
«* ſeemed waiting in order to, Shack us. 
As we perceived only one of the three 
« at-firſt, we defpiled it, though more 
numerous than our company, and at- 
« tacked. it accordingiy; but.while, we 
«© were engaged with this, tlie other two, 
* who had found means to keep them+ 
«ſelves hitherto concealed, ruſhed 
© upon us ſo ſuddenly, that our valour 
* was of little or no {ervice, and we were 
© under a neceſſity of yielding to the 
numbers of the toe. Our lieutenant 
tand two of our men ſell an, the w__ 
* while the two that remained and 1, 


were ſo hemmed in and overpoweredwy 
that we were taken priſoners ; aud 


© while two of their troops conducted us 


* to Leon, the third went and feftroyed 
| | | 5 


4 c0 


s 
4 


on retreat, which hail been diſcover: | 

a5 fullows : a peaſunt of Luceno 
* crofling the foreſt in his return home, 
perceived, by accident, rhe trap-door 
of our cavern lifted up, that very day 
„oh which thou madeſt thy eſcape wit 

- © the lady ; and ſufpeting that it was 
« the place of our abode, had not cou- 


„rage to go in, but contented himſelf | 


+ * 


«place, Which the better to mark, he 
« cut of, wich his knife, thin flices of 
r byrk from the trees at ſmall diſtances 
as he went Along, until he had got 
„quite out of the wood ; then repairing 
to Leon, imparted his diſcovery to 
© the eorregidor, who receiving it with 
© ſo much'the more joy, as his ſon had 
been robbed by our company, aſſem- 
"bled three troops in order to appre- 
hend us, and the peaſant was their 


„with taking a good obſervation of the 


% 
My arrival furniſhed a ſhew for all 
the inhabitarits of Leon: had I been 
*a Portugueſe general made priſoner of 
« war, the people could not have been 
«more eager to ſee me, © Behold,” 
ſaid they, behold the famous captain 
« who was the terror of this country; 
and who, with his two comrades, de- 
« ſerves to have the fleſh torn from his 
% bones with red-hot pincers.“ Being 
'© carried before the corregidor, he be- 
gan to inſult me, faving, ** Well, 
-«kerable wretch ! Heaven, wearied 
1 95 the diſorders of thy life, at laſt 


„ refighs thee to my justice!“ Sir,“ 
"replied I, “ if my crimes are manifold, 
iat læaſt, I cannot reproach myſelf with 
© the death of your ply fon, whoſe 
life I preſerved; for: which you owe 
10 me fome acknowledgment.“ “ Ah, 
e miſcteant!” cried he, * people of th 
e charabter are not entitled to the pri- 
e yl of hondar; apd even if I 9 


g | 1 
ſave thy Hfe, the duty o 
ud not "allow Me? % 


| « As u ſuther, I was willing to acknow- 
edge this piece of ſervice j but not 
* having it in my power to acquit thee 
dus a judge, I have wrote to court in 
„ thy behalf, ſolicited thy pardon, and 
„% obtained it. Thou mayeſt go, then, 
*« whither thou. ſhalt pleaſe. But,“ 
added he, take my advice; reflect 
« ſeriouſly -on thy ill ſpent -life, and 
„ from henceforth quit the profeſſion 


of robbery,” '- 
I was N affected with theſe 
the road to * 


© words, and too 
* reſolved to turn over a new leaf, 
he honeſtly in that city. I found 
parents were dead, and their effects in 
* the hands of an old relation, ho gave 
me ſuch a faithſul account of them a 
„guardians commonly do; all that 1 
4 able to touch, being no 
* more than three thouſand ducats, 
* which, in all probabllity,'is not above 
one fourth of what is my due, But 
what courſe could I take} 1 thou 
gain nothing by going to law: there. 
* fore, to avoid idleneſs, I have pur- 
© chaſed the place of an alguazil. 'My 
* brethren, out of decency, would have, 
oppoſed my admiſſion, had. they been 
* acquainted with my ſtory, which lucki- 
© ly they were ignorant of, or pretended 
to be ſo, which is the ſame thing ; far 
in that honourable corps it is the bu- 
* fineſs of every individual to conceal 
© his own exploits: thank Heaven! net. 
* one of us can juſtly reproach his fel- 
flow; ſo that it may be ſaid of the fra- 
* ternity, “The devil make take the 
* beſt.” Nevertheleſs, my friend,” add - 
ed Rolando, I will now diſcloſe the 
bottom of my ſoul: the profeſſion 
© which I have embraced; is not at all 
„to my liking; it requires a behavjoar | 
too delicate and myſterious ſor me 
and Whatever tricks we praGtiſe; mo 
be very crafty and ſecret.” ' O>how 
' regret my old profeſſion ! L grant, chere 


e f 

Wd 6100 to 

"be np «OM rw 

„Having ſpbke to me in this 1 | 
* # he ordered s to de impriſoned in « 
dungeon, where he did not et 'my 

nions linger long; for they we 

olit in three days, to act their laſt tra- 
© gical ſcene in the market-place- K 


© for me, I remained three whole wee 
in gaol, imagining that my puniſhment 


_ © was deferred, in order to make it more 


6 


* 


. © terrible ; and was in expectation of a 
4 bow altogether new, When the cor- 
regidor ordeſ ing me to be brought in. 
to his preſence, ſaid, 4 Liſten to thy 


© « ſentence. Thou art free. Had it not 
deen for thee, my oy ſon would 


1 


= 


is more ſatery- in this new employ- 
ment; but there was 1 
the- pther; and liberty ie INS: 
alt likelihood I get rid of my 
office, and ſet out one morning-for the 
mountains at the ſource of the river 
* Tagus, where I knbw there js a re- 
treat inhabited by a aymerous' com- 
* pany, chiefly, of Catalonians ; {that is 
© making their elogium in one Word:) 
© if thou wilt accompany me, we will 
© go and increafe the number bf theſe 
' © great men: 1 ſhall be» ſecond captain - 
in their company; and will, ''forith 
better teception, aſſure tem, that 


have been murdei ed on the highway. 


= 


„have feet! thee ten times" cngageds by 
| _ © my 
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the ſkies, and ſay more; in thy praiſe 
than a general ſays of an officer whom 
* he wants to promote. I will take 
care not to mention a word of the 
trick thou haſt played, becauſe it 
* would make them ſuſpicious of thee : 
the adventure ſhall therefore be con- 
* cealed.— Well,“ added he, * art thou 
* ready to follow my fortune ? I wait 
* for thy reply.” 

So many men, ſo many minds,” ſaid 
I to Rolando; you are born for hardy 
« deeds, and I for/a quiet and eaſy life.“ 
— Oh! 1 underſtand you, ' cried he, 
interrupting me; the lady whom love, 
* perſuaded you to reſcue, ſtill keeps 
«. poſſeſſion of your heart; and doubtleſs 
* you lead a happy life with her in Ma- 
did: confeſs, Mr. Gil Blas, that you 


© together the piſtoles which you carried 
« off from the ſubterranean retreat.” 
told him that he was miſtaken, and that, 
in order to undeceive him I would, while 
we ſhould be at dinner, relate the ſtory 
of the lady; this 1 did accordingly, and 
informed him of all that had happened 
to me ſince I quitted the company. To- 
wards the end of our repaſt, he re ſumed 
the ſubject of the Catalonians, acknow- 
ledged that he was determined to join 
them, and made a new attempt to en- 
age me in the ſame reſolution; bat 

| Fading that 1 was not to be perſuaded, 
he darted a fierce look at me, ſaying, 
in a very ſerious tone, Since thou haſt 
* ſuch a grovelling ſoul, as to prefer thy 

. * ſervile condition to the honour of aſ- 
- © ſaciating with men of courage, I aban- 
don thee to the baſeneſs of thy incli- 

- © nations; but liſten to the words I am 
- 4 about to pronounce, aud let them re- 
main engraven on thy memory: for- 
/ © get that thou haſt met me to day, and 
never talk of me from henceforth ; 
for if ever 1 ſhall hear that thou ſo 
much as nameſt me in converſation— 
+ + thowknoweſt me—1I will ſay no more. 

Having thus expreſſed himſelf, he calle 

to pay, diſcharged the bill, and we go 
up in order to part. ©, „ 


e 


He is diſmiſſed by Den Bernard de Caſtel | 


' Blaze, and enters into the ſervice of a 
beau. | = 


S we went out of the tavern, and 
= were taking leave of one 2 

my maſter happening to paſs, ſaw me; 
and, I — 2 looked hard at the 
capfain, which made me believe that he 


- 
. 1 


— 


\ 


© have taken lodgings for her, and ſpend | 
I ; 


« my ade; I will extol thy, valour to 


1 


—  — — 
was; ſurpriſed; to find me, acquainted 
with ſuch a figure. Certain it is, that 
the appearance of Rolando could not 
prepoſſeſs people in his favour : for he 
was a very tall fellow, with a long vi- 
ſage, and hook-noſe ; and, though not 
agly,, had very much the air gf a rank 
ſharper. ;- ans 1s 44> 

I was not deceived in my conjeftures; 
for in the evening, I found Don Ber- 
nard ſtill harping on the captain's figure, 
and — well diſpoſed. to believe 
all the fine things I could have ſaid of 
him, had not my mouth been ſhut. Gil 
* Blas,” ſaid he, who is that tall ſpunger 
in whoſe company. I ſaw thee. to-day ?? 
I replied, .* He is an alguazil;* and 
thought he would reſt ſati>fied with that 
anſwer: but he aſked a great mapy 
other queſtions ; and as I appeared. em 
barraſſed, becauſe I remembered the 
threat of Rolando, he broke off the con- 
verſation abruptly, and went to, bed. 
Next morning, when I had done my du- 
ty as uſual, inſtead of ſix rials, he gave 
me as many ducats, Mis, « Hold, my 
friend; here is what I give thee ſor 
having ſerved me hitherto ; go, :a 
* ſeek tor another place, for I canngt 
© put up with a, ſervant who, has ſuch 
« honcurable acquaintances.* It came | 
in my head to pretend, in my own juſ- 
tification, that my - acquaintance. with 
the alguazil was occaſioned by my hay- 
ing preſcribed for him, While L dee. 
tiſed phyſick at Valladolid. Very 
« well,” replied my maſter z,* that's an 
5. ingenious evaſion ; but thou ſhouldſt 
have thought of it laſt night, anꝗ not 
| * have been ſo much diſconcerted. 
„Sir,“ added I, I thought it would be 
* imprudent for me to tell it ; and that 
was the cauſe of my confuſiog.'—* O! 
« ſurely,” reglied, he, clapping my ſhoy- 
| der; very gently, you have ben Fry 
* prudent; I did, not thigk thou Fad 
« been ſo cunnipg, . Go, Child, I have 
* no farther occaſion for thee,”  .,, 

I went inſtantly to inform Melender 
of this piece of bad news, who told me, 


tor m conſolation, that he intended to 


introduce me into a better family ; and 
accordingly, a few days after, Gil Blas, 

© my friend, ſaid he, you don't know 
what good hews I have to tell you; 
« you are going to enjoy the moſt agree- 

© able poſt you could deſire ; for I will 
* ſettle you with Don Matthias de Silva, 
a a man of the firſt quality, and one 

* thoſe young lords who go under 
 « denomination of beaus: he does me 


the honour to buy cloth of me; on 


* rrult, indeed ; but there is 99 9 
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to be loſt by people of his rank; for they 
commonly marry rich heireſſes, who 
© pay their debts ; and even if that ſhould 
© not happen, a tradeſmen, who under- 
«© ſtands his buſineſs, ſells always ſo dear, 
that he can afford to loſe three-fourths 
«© of his bargain. The ſteward of Don 
Matthias is my particular friend: let us 
go to him now; he will himſelf pre- 
.* [nt you to his maſter; and you may 
© depend upon it, he will; for my ſake, 
© treat you with uncommon regard.” 
In.our way to the houſe of Don Mat- 
thias, the merchant ſaid, © It will not 
© be amiſs, I believe, to give you fome 
© information of the character of this 
© (teward, whoſe name is Gregorio 
Rodriguez. Between you and me, he 
© is a man of no family, who finding 
© himſelf born for buſineſs, followed the 
© bent of his genius, and enriched him- 
« ſelf with the pillage of two families 
« which he ſerved in quality of ſteward. 
' © 1 aſſure yon, he has a great deal of 
© yanity, and loves to ſee the reſt of the 
© ſervants cringe to him. They mult 
© addreſs themſelves firſt to him, when 
© they have the leaſt favour to aſk of 
their maſter; for ſhould it happen, 
© that they obtain it without his intereſt, 
© he has always expedients in readineſs 
by which it will either be revoked, or 
rendered ineffectual. Remember this, 
© Gil Blas, in the regulation of your 
conduct: pay your court to Signior 
* Rodriguez, preferable to your maſter 
© himſelf; and do all that lies in 2 
© power to pleaſe him; his friendſhip 
© will beſtead you much; he will pay 
© your wages punctually; and if you are 
© dextrous enough to acquire his confi- 
* dence, he may give you ſome pretty 
© bone to pick, out of the number he 
© has in. his poſſeſſion. Don Matthias is 
© a young lord, who minds nothing but 
© his pleaſure, and would not for the 
« world inform himſelf of the ſtate of 
© his own affairs. What a glorious fa- 
« mily is that for a ſteward!” | 
Arriving at the houſe, we deſired to 
ſpeak with Sigmor Rodriguez, who, we 
were told, was in his own apartment: 
there we found him with a kind of 
farmer, who had a blue canvas bag of 
money in his hand. The ſteward, who 
looked more pale and yellow than a girl 
oppreſſed with her maidenhead, came 


towards Melendez with open arms: he, | 


on the other hand, met him in the ſame 


manner, and they embraced one ano- 


ther with demonſtrations of friendſhip, 
in which there was, at leaſt, as much 


Br rr ee Yee. TTT... 


on the t, Rodriguez examined me 
from head to foot, and told me, in a 
very polite manner, that I was juſt ſuch. 
an one as Don Matthias wanted, and 
that he would with pleaſure preſent me 
to that lord. Upon which, Melendez 
letting him know how much he was 
intereſted in my behalf, and begging ' 
that he would favour me with his pro- 
tection, committed me to his care; and, 
after abundance of compliments, with - 
drew] He was no ſooner gone, than 
Rodriguez ſaid to me, I will conduct 
© you to my maſter as ſoon as I can diſ- 
patch this oneſt countryman.* Then 
going to the peaſant, and taking hold of 
$"< bag, * Talego,* ſaid he, let us ſee 
if there be juſt five hundred pittoles 
© here,” Having counted the money, 
and found it right, he gave the farmer 
a diſcharge for the ſum, 'and fent him 
about his buſineſs ; and putting the piſ- 
toles into the bag again, addreſſed him- 
ſelf to me, ſaying, * This is the right 
time for us to go to the levee of my 
* maſter, who commonly riſes about 
* noon. It is near the hour, and 1 ſup- 
« poſe he is up.“ | ' 
This was the caſe: we found Don 
Matthias in his morning gown, lolli 
in an eaſy chair, over an arm of which 
he had tilted one of his legs, and poiſed 
himſelf by leaning with his body the 
other way, and raſped tobacco, while 
he talked to a footman ; who, for the 
preſent, did the duty of his valet de- 
chambre. My lord,” ſaid the ſtewar& - 
to him, here is a young man, whom 
take the liberty to preſent as one fit 
* to fill the place of the valet whom you 
© diſmiſſed two days ago. Melendez, 
* your draper, recommends him, aſſur- 
ing me, that he is a lad of merit; 
* and 1 hope your Jordſhip will be very 
* well ſatisfied with his behaviour. 
* Enough,” anſwered the young lord ; 
* ſince you introduce him to me, I re- 
* ceive him ipto my ſervice with im 
* plicit faith, and make him my valet” 
* de chambre : ſo that affair is ſettled, 
But, Rodriguez,” added he, let us 
* talk of ſomething elſe : you are come 
very opportunely ; for I was juſt going 
to ſend for you. | have bad news to 
tell yon, my dear Rodriguez! you muſt 
* know, I had ill luck at play laſt night. 
„Together with an hundred piſſoles 
© which Thad about me, I have loſt two 
« hundred more on my parole; and you 
know of what importance it is for peo- 
ple ſof quality to diſcharge that ſort of 
| ©-debts: it is, indeed, the only Kind 


; 


art as nature. Thea my affair conyng U : Re we are obliged, in point of ho- 
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© nour, 
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* nour, to pay; and we do not give |-4 factor not a whit more reaſonable than 


* ourſelves much concern about the reſt; | 
© you mult, therefore, find two hundred 
© piſtoles immediately, and ſend them to 
© the Counteſs of Pedrofa.'—* Sir,“ ſaid 
the ſteward, it is ſooner laid than done. 
Where ſhall I got that ſum to pleaſe 
©yott? I have not been able to finger 
one farthing of your tenants, let me 
© threaten as hard as I can; and yet T 
am obliged to maintain your family in 
© an honourable way, though I ſweat 
* blood and water in procuring where- 
* withal to defray the expence. True, 
indeed, I have hitherto, thank Hea- 
* ven! made ſhift; but I am now re- 
* duced to ſuch extremity, that 1 know 
© not what ſaint in Heaven to invoke.'— 
© All theſe harangues are uſeleſs,” cried 
Don Matthias, interrupting him; and 
c you worry me with your reflections. 
by Don't you imagine, Rodriguez, that 
« I will change my diſpoſition, and di- 
« vert myſelf with looking into my own 
affairs. An agreeable amuſement, 
truly, for a man of pleaſure like me?!” 
— Have a little patience,” replied the 
ſteward; * at the rate yon go on, I fore- 
« ſee that you will be rid of that care in 
© a very ſhort time,'—* You fatigue me,” 
ſaid the young lord in a paſſion; you 
* murder me} give me leave to ruin 
* myſelf imperceptibly : I tell you, I 
* want two hundred piſtoles, and 1 
* muſt have them.'—* I'll go then,” ſaid 
Rodriguez, and have recourſe to the 
little old man, who has already lent 
*you money at high imereſt.—“ You ' 
« may, if you pleaſe, have recourſe to 
« the devil,“ anſwered Don Matthias; 
8 provided 1 have the 14/0 hundred piſ- 
« toles, 1 ſhall give myſelf no farther 
trouble about the maiter.“ 

Juſt as he had pronounced theſe words 
jn a haſty and diſconfented manner, the 
ſteward went away, and a young man of 
quality, called Don Antonio Centelles, 
came in. What is the matter?“ ſaid 
this laſt to my maſler ; thou art clou- 
« dy, my friend: I perceive indignation 
© in thy countenance. What can have 
© put you into this bad humour? I'll 
8 a" a wager it is the man whom 1 
met going out.'—-" Yes,” replied Don 
Matthias, it was my ſteward : every 
time he comes to ſpeak with me, I 
« ſuffer for one quarter of an hour, by 
© his talking about my affairs gand ſay- 
© ing, that I have quite exhanſted my 
« finances. Impertinent beaſt! he can- 
Hot ſay that he loſes by me, I'm ſure,” 
—* Why child,“ ſaid Don Antonio, I 
* am in the ſame condition, having a 


% 


—— 


* thy ſteward. When the rogue, in obe- 
* dience to my repeated orders, brings 
money for me, one would think he gave 
© t out of his own pocket. He over- 
© whelms me with reflections. Sir,“ 
© ſays he, © you are undone ;; your rents 
are ſeized.” Upon which, I am obli- 
* ged to cut him ſhort, in order to put 
an end to his ridiculous difcourſe.”'— 
The misfortune is,“ faid+ Don Mat- 
thias, * we cannot live without theſe 
N pn. who are neceſſary evils. 
* They are fo,” replied Centelles; „but 
hark'e,“ added he, laughing with all 
his might, © there is a comical thought 
come into my head: a moſt incompa- 
* rable conception! by which we may 
convert thoſe ſcenes which we have 
with them into mirth, and divert our- 
„ ſelves with that which now gives us 
ſo much uneaſineſs. Let me demand 
of thy ſteward all the money thou ſhalt 
© have occaſion for, while thou dofl the 
* ſame by my manager; then they may 
* moralize as they pleaſe, we can hear 
them with great compoſure ; becauſe 
© thy ſteward will ſhew me thy accounts, 
© and my factor will entertain thee with 
mine: I ſhall hear of nothing but thy 
* profuſion, and thou wilt ſee nothing but 
mine. This will be admirable ſport!“ 

A thouſand bright ſtrokes ſucceeded 
this ſally, and mightily diverted the 
young lords, who converſed together 
with a great deal of vivacity ; until their 
diſcourſe was interrupted by Gregorio 
Rodriguez, who returned with a little 
old man almoſt quite bald. Don An- 
tonio would have gone away, ſaying, 
Adieu, Don Matthias, I ſhall fee you 
* by and by: at preſent you have, 
© doubtleſs, ſome ſerious affair to dif- 
* cuſs with theſe gentlemen.'—* O, not 
© at all,” replied my maſter ; * ſtay, it 
is no ſecret. That diſcreet old perſon 
whom you ſee, is an honeſt man, Who 
ends me money at the rate of twenty 
per cent.'—* How! twenty per cent.!“ 
cried Centelles, with an air of aſtoniſh- 
ment; * egad, I congratulate thee upon 
* being in ſuch good hands! I am not 
* ſo kindly dealt with, and may ſay that 
$1 I purchaſe ſilver at the price of gold: 
I commonly borrow at the rate nf for- 
ty in the hundred. —“ Heavens! what 
extortion!ꝰ exclaimed the old uſurer; 
do theſe knaves ever think of another 


| * world? I am not at all furprized at 


* the hue and cry raiſed againſt people 
* who lend upon intereft. It is the ex- 
© orbitant profit which ſome ext, that 


* ruins our honour and reputation : f 
| | CE) 


Str 
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* all my brethren were like me, we 
© ſhould not be ſo much reviled ; for 
* my ſole view in lending, is to befriend 
my fellow creatures. Ah! if times 
© were as they have been, I would offer 
yon my purſe without intereſt; and 
* truly, in ſpite of the preſent ſcarcity, 
* I can ſcarce prevail with myſelf to take 
twenty per cent. But, for my part, I 
believe money has retired again with- 
in the bowels of the earth: there is 
* nd ſuch thing to be had; for which 
« reaſon, I am obliged to retrench my 
* benevolence. ; 
Ho much do you want ?* added he 
addrefling himſelf to my maſter. I mul 
have two hundred piſtoles,* rephied 
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Don Matthias. * Here are four hundred | 


* in a bag,” faid the uſurer ; © you ſhall 
* have one half.“ So ſaying, he pulled 
from under his cloak, a blue bag, which 
ſeemed fo be the very ſame which the 
pn Talego had left with the five 
undred piſtoles, in the hands of Rodri- 
guez. I foon knew what to think of 
the matter ; and found that Melendez 
had not praiſed the ſteward's under- 
ſtanding without cauſe. The old man 
having emptied the bag on the table, 
began to count the money ; my maſter 
was inffamed with deſire of poſſeſſion at 
the ſight; and, ſtruck with the totality 
of the fum, ſaid to the uſurer, * Signior 
© Diſcomulgado, I have made a ve 
© wiſe reflection, truly! What a fool-1 
dam to borrow no more than what is 
© abſolutely neceſſary to diſengage my 
parole, without conſidering that I have 
© not q. penny in my parſe! 1 ſhill be 
* obliged to have recourſe to you to- 
* morrow ; therefore, to ſpare you the 
trouble of coming back, I think it 


* will not be amiſs to pocket the Whole 


© four hundred.'—* My lord,“ ſaid the 
uſurer, * a part of this money was de- 
* ligned for a good licentiate, who has 
« ſome fat benefices, which he charita- 
« bly employs in perſuading young, girls 
© to retire from the world, and in fur+ 
* niſhing-their retreats. But ſince you 
© have occalion for the whole ſum, it 
„is at your ſervice: all that I defire, 


is ſufficient ſecurity.— Oh! as for 


© ſecurity,” ſaid Rodriguez, interrupting [ ſelf to Don Matthias and Don Antonio, 


him, and taking a paper out gf his pock- 
et, you ſhall be ſatisfied ;- here is an 
order to be ſigned by Don Matthias, 
for five hundred piſtoles, upon one of 
© his tegants, called Falego, a rich far- 
mer of Mondejan.*—* Very well,“ re- 
plied the uſurer, I never make many 
words.“ Upon which, the ſteward pres 


ſented a pen to his malter; who, with 
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out reading the order, ſet his name to 
the bottom, whiſtling all the while. 
This aftair being ended, the old man 
took his leave of my patron, whe run 
and embraced him, ſaying, © TH our 
next meeting, Signior Uſurer, I am 
© wholly yours: 1 don't know why peo- 
ple of your profeſſion are branded with 
© the name of rogues; for my own part, 
© I think you are very neceffary and fer- 
© viceable to . fociety ; you are the con- 
© ſolation of a ticatand heirs, and the 
© refonrce af all thoſe lords whoſe ex+ 
© pence exceeds their income. Thou 
© art in the right,“ cried 8 
© uſurers are very honeſt people, whom 
© we never can honour enough. Iwill 
© in my turn, embrace this gentleman, - 
© on account of his twenty per cent.“ 
With theſe words, he approached, and 
hugged the old man; and theſe two 
beans, for their diverſion, began to 
puſh him backward and forward to one 
another, like a ball between two ten- 
nis- players. After he had been toſſed 
to and fro a good while, they let him 
go with the ſteward, who was more de- 
ſerving than he of their embraces; and 
of ſomething elſe alſo. 

Rodriguez and his underſtrapper be- 
ing gone, Don Matthias ſent the half 
of his piſtoles to the Counteſs of Pe- 
droſa, by the footman who was preſent, 
and tecured the reſt in a long embroi- 
dered (ilk purſe, which he commonly 
wore in his pocket. Very well ſatisfied 
with ſeeing himfelf in caſh, he faid to 
Don Antonio, with a gay air, What 
* ſhall we do to-day? Let us conſult 
* about i3.'—* You ſpeak like a ſenſible 
man, replied Centelles : (with all my 
© heart, let us dehberate.“ While they 
were conſidering how to ſpend the day, 
two other lords arrived: theſe were 
Don Alexo Segiar, and Don Fernando 
de Gamboa, both of them about the 
age of my maſter, that is, between eight 
and twenty and thirty., Theſe four ca- 
valiers, at meeting, hugged one ano- 
ther ſo heartily, that one would have 
thought they had not met tor ten yea's 
before; then Don Fernando, who was 
a jovial companion, adfrefling him- 


laid, Gentlemen, where do you intend - 
© to dine ta-day? If you are not en- 
* vaged, I'll conduct- you. to a tavern, 
© wherggyou ſhall drink nectar. I ſupped 
© there laſt night, and left it only this 
© morning, between five and ix o'clock,” 
Would to Heaven,' cried my maſter, 
that I had done the ſame ! in which caſe 


mould not have loit my money.“ 
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As for me,* ſaid Centelles, I treat- 
ed myſelf laſt night with a new diver- 
© fion; for I love variety in my plea- 
© ſares, which alone makes life agree- 
© able. A friend of mine carried me to 
the houſe of a farmer of the revenue, 
* a gentleman who does his own buli- 
© nels, together with that of the ſtate. 
There I ſaw magnificence and tafte, the 
© entertainment being elegant enough. 
* But I was mightily diverted with the 
* ridiculous behaviour of the tax-ga- 
* therer himſelf, who, though the moſt 
© plebeian of his claſs, aſſumed the man 
of quality: and his wife, though hor- 
© ribly ugly, affected the airs of a beau- 
*ty; and ſaid a thouſand ſilly things, 
© ſeaſoned with the Biſcayan accent, 
which rendered them ſtill more re- 
* markably fooliſh. Beſides, there were 
at table four or five children, with their 
© tutor; ſo that you may eafily conceive 
© how l was diverted with this family- 
© ſupper.” 

And I, gentlemen,” ſaid Don Alexo 
Segiar, * ſupped at the houſe of Arſenia 
© the attrels. We were ſix in all; Ar- 
« ſenia, Florimonda, with a coquette of 
© her acquaintance, the Marquis of Ze- 
© neta, Don Juan of Moncada, and your 
humble ſervant. We ſpent the night 
jn drinking and ſpeaking bawdy. Hea. 
© vens! what pleaſure! It is true, in- 
© deed, Arſenia and Florimonda have 
© not much genius, but fheir wanton- 
© neſs ſupplies the place of wit. They 
© are merry, briſk, romping creatures; 
* and I love them a thouſand times 
s better than your preciſe women of 
* ſenſe.? 


CHAP. IV. 


How Gil Blas became 92 with the 
valets of the beaus. | The admirable ſecret 
they imparted to him, of acquiring the 
reputatton of a man of wit, at a ſmall 
expence; and the fingular oath which they 
obliged him to take. 


TN this manner did theſe lords continue 
the converſation, until Don Matthias, 
whom, in the meag time, I helped to 
dreſs, was ready to go abroad. Then 
he bade me follow him; and all the 
beaus together ſet out for the tavern 
to which Don Fernando de Gamboa 
had propoſed to conduct them. As 1 
walked in the rear, in company with 
three other valets, (for each of the ca- 
valiers had one) I obſerved, not with- 
out wonder, that theſe three domeſticks 
copied the air and manner of their re- 
ſpective maſters. Having ſaluted them 


by 


\ 


purpoſe. 


— 
as their new comrade, they returned the 
civility; and one among them, after 
having obſerved me ſome minutes, ſaid, 
Brother, I perceive that you have ne- 
ver as yet ſerved à young lord. 
No, indeed, anſwered I; * it is not 
© long ſince I came to Madrid. —“ So 
© ſuppoſe,” replied he, © you ſmelt 
« ſtrong of the country; you ſeem ti- 

© morous and aukward, and there is a 

© ſtiffneſs in your behaviour: but no 
matter; we ſhall ſoon poliſh you, take 
my word.'—*1 am afraid you flatter 
© me,” ſaid 1 to him. Not at all,” he 

replied ; if you was the greateſt block - 

© head in the univerſe, we ſhall be able 
© to make you paſs, you may depend 

© upon it.? 

This was enough to make me under - 
ſtand that my confederates were brave 
lads, and that I could not be in better 
hands, in order to become a pretty fel. 
low, When we arrived at the tavern, 
we found an entertainment ready, which 
Signior Don Fernando had the precau- 
tion to. beſpeak in the morning; our 
maſters ſat down to table, and we ſtood 
ready to ſerve them: then they began 
to talk with ſuch gaiety, that I was de- 
lighted to hear them. I was very much 
diverted with their difterent characters, 
thoughts, and expreſſions ; their fire, 
their ſallies of imagination, made me 
believe them a new ſpecies of men! 
When the deſert was upon the table; 
we brought in a great number of bot- 
tles of the beſt Spaniſh wie, and left 


them, to go and dine by ourſelves in a 


little hall, Kere the cloth was laid on 


1 ſoon perceived that the knights, my 
companions, had more merit than I at 
firſt imagined : they not only aſſumed 
the manners of their maſters, but even 
attected their very language; and theſe 
raſcals ſucceeded ſo well, that (the qua- 
lity air excepted) there was no differ- 
ence ; I adnured their free and eaſy de, 
portment'; was charmed with their wit, 
and deſpaired of ever being ſo agreeable; 
The valet of Don Fernando (becauſe ' 
his maſter treated ours) performed the 
honours of the banquet; and that yo- 
thing might be wanting, called the land- 
logd, ſaying, * Maſter Andrew Mantua- 
© no, give us ten bottles of your very 
© beſt wine, and according to cuſtom, 
© add them to my maſter's bill.“ With 
© all my heart,“ rephed the landlord; 
© but, Mr. Gaſpard, you know that 
* Signior Don Fernando owes me a 
good many entertainments already z. 
and if by your means I could touch a 


; © lit 


: 


© little money—? Ohl' ſaid the valet, 
interrupting him, give yourſelf no 
© trouble about what he owes you; I'N 
© anſwer for it, my maſter's debts are as 
good as gold: it is true, indeed, ſome 
© unmannerly creditors have ſeized our 
© rents ; but we ſhall obtain a replevy 
© very ſoon, and then we ſhall diſcharge 
* your bill without ſo much as examin- 
© ing the articles.“ Mantuano brought 
the wine, notwithſtanding the rents be- 
ing ſeized ; and we drank it in expeCta- 
tion of a replevy. It was a good jeſt to 
ſee us, every moment, toaſting one ano- 
ther, under the ſurnames of our maſ- 
ters: Don Antonio's valet giving the 
name of Gamboa to Don Fernando's 
ſervant, and Don Fernando's footman 
honouring Don Antomio's valet with 
that of Centelles; they called me Silva ; 
and by degrees we got as drunk under 
thoſe borrowed names as our maſters, 
to whem they properly belonged. 
Though I did not ſhine ſo much as 
my companions, they did not fail to ex- 
oy their approbation of me.—* Silva, 
aid one of the archeſt among them, 
we ſhall make ſomething of thee, my 
«© friend: I perceive thou haſt a fund of 
* genius, but doſt not know how to uſe 
© it to advantage. The fear of ſpeaking 
* nonſenſe hinders thee from talking at 
* a venture; and yet, by this alone, a 
* thouſand people now-a-days acquire 
the reputation of wits. If thou haſt 
* a mind io ſhine, give the rein to thy 
* vivacity, and indifterently riſque every 
* thing” that comes uppermoſt. Thy 
. * blunders will paſs for a noble bold- 
« nels; and if, after having uttered a 
* thouſand impertinences, one witticiſm 
« eſcapes thee, the filly things will be 
forgot, the lucky thought will be re- 
membered, and the world will con- 
* ceive an high opinion of thy merit. 
This is what our maſters practiſe with 
* ſuch ſucceſs; and what every man 
s muſt do, who aſpires to the reputation 
« of adiſtinguiſhed wit.“ 
Beſides that I was but too fond of 

aſling for a fine genius, the ſecret 
which he had diſcloſed to me ſeemed ſo 
eaſy, that I was reſolved not to neglect 
it, I put it inſtantly to the proof, and 
the wine I had drank contributed to it's 
ſucceſs ; that is, I ſpoke at random, 
and had the good fortune to throw out, 
among a great deal of nonſenſe, ſome 
flaſhes of wit, by which I acquired great 
applauſe. This coup d'effat filled me with 
confidence: I collecteq all my -vivacity 
to . ſome bright ſally, and chance 
beirieaded me in the attempt, 


/ 


* . 


of 


| 


* noon, dreſſed 


| 
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Well,“ ſaid he who ſpoke to me in 
the ſtreet, * don't you begin to get rid 
© of you. ruſt? Thou haſt not been 
* two hours in our company; and art 
* already quite another man. Thou wilt 
© improve viſibly every day. See what 
© it is to ſerve people of quality: it ele- 
© vates the mind; while the being valet” 
© to citizens has a = contrary effect.“ 
—*+* Doubtleſs,* anſwered I; and there- 
© fore I will henceforth conſecrate my 
© ſervice to the nobility.*—* That's no- 
© bly faid ! cried Don Fernando's valet, * 
halt. ſeas over; it does not belong to 
your Citizens to poſſeſs ſuch ſuperior 
© geniuſes as we are. Come, therefore, 
© gentlemen,' added he, © let us take an 
© oath never ta ſerve fuch rapſcallions, 
© and ſwear to it by the river Styx.“ We 
laughed heartily at Gaſpard's conceit, 
which we approved of very much, and' 
took the burleſque oath with our glaſſes 
in our hands. , | 

Thus we continued at table natil our 
maſters were pleaſed to retire, which was 
about midnight; a circumſtance which 
my companions looked upon as an ex- 
ceſs of ſobriety, It is true, indeed, theſe 
young lords left the tavern in ſuch good 
time, only with a view to vilit a famous 
coquette, who lived in the court end of 
the town, and kept open houſe for your 
men of pleaſure by night as well as by 
day. She was between thirty and forty 
years old, ſtill extremely handſome, 
agreeable, and fo conſummate in the arr 
of pleaſing, that (it was ſaid) ſhe {old the 
remains of her beauty at a higher price 
than that which ſhe had received for 
it's firſt-fruits. There were always in 
her houſe two or three other courtezans' 
of the firſt rank, who contributed not 
a little to the great concourſe of lords 
who frequented it. They went to play 
in the afternoon, then ſupped} and ſpent 
the night in drinking and making mer-" 
ry. Here our maſters ſtaid till morning, 
and we alſo, without feeling the time 
lie heavy on our hands; for while they 


' diverted themſelves with the miſtreſſes, 


we amuſed ourſelves with the maids; . 
and at laſt departed all together at break 
of day, every one going to bed at his 
own home. 3741 
My matter, getting up as uſual about 
inifelf, aud went out. 
I followed him to the houſe of Don An- 
tonio Centelles, where we found one 
Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old; gentle- 
man, and profetſed rake. All the young 
ſparks who had an ambition to become 
fine gentlemen, put themſelves under bis 
tuition; by which they were formed for 
wh; | plealure, 


- 
* 
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pleaſure, taught to make a figure in the 
world, and to ſpend their fortunes with 


a good grace; he himſelf being under 


no apprehenſion of ſquandering away 
his own, which was gone long ago: 


Theſe three cavaliers having ſaluted one 
another, Centelles ſaid to my maſter, 


* Faith, Don Matthias, thou couldſt not 
* come at a better time ; Don Alvaro is 
© going tocarry me to the houſe of a ci- 
« tizen who has invited the Marquis of 
Zenta and Don Juan de Muncado to 
© dianer, and thou ſhalt be of the party,” 
— What is the name of this citizen ?? 
ſad Don Matthias. He is called Gre- 
© &orio de Noriega,” rephed Don Al- 
dato; and I will, in two words, give 
t you acharacter of the man. His father, 
« who is a rich jeweller, having gone 
© abroad to negociate his aitairs, left him 
* the enjoyment of a large income; but 
© Gregorio is a fool, who has a d.fpoſi- 
tion prone to ſpend his eſtate ; in doing 
* which, he affects the beau, and would 
© fain paſs for a man of ſpirit, in deſpite 
* of nature. As he beyged me to take 
him under my direction, I govern him 
© at preſent ; and I can allure you, gen- 
© tlemen, he is in a fur way; his finan- 


ces being already pretty well ſunk.— 


I don't at all doubt it,” cried Centelles: 
1 fee him already at the workhoule. 
Come, Don Matthias, let us make an 
© acquaintance with him, that we may 
© have ſome ſhare in his ruin. —“ With 
© all my heart, replied my maſter ; 1 
« love dearly to ſee the fortune of theſe 
* little upſtart gentlemen overturned, 
© becauſe they vainly pretend to rival us 
in ſplendor. Nothing, for example, ever 
* caye me fo much diverſion as the mis- 
© tortune of that publican's ſun, who was, 
* by his inclination for play, and his 
« yanity in apeing the great, obliged to 


2 fell all, to his very houle.—“ Oh ! 


© as for him,” ſaid Don Antonio, he 
# deſerves no compallion ; for he is as 
great a coxcomb in his adverlity as he 
$ was in high life.“ 

Centelles and my maſter repairing with 
Pon Alvaro to the houſe of Gregorio 
de Noriega, Mogicon and I went thither 
allo; both of us raviſhed to find a feaſt 
going furward, and to have an oppor- 
tunity of contributing, on our parts, to 
che ruin of a Citizen. As we went in, 


we perceived ſeveral people. buſy in 
dreſſing the. dinner; and the ragouts 


they were preparing ſent forth a ſavoury 


' ſteam, that very much prepeſſeifed the 


ſmell in favour of the taſte. The Mar- 
quis of Zeneta and Don Juan of Monca- 
£0 arrived; and the entertainer ſeemed 


to be a great booby, who attempted in 
vain to aſſume the carriage of a beau, 
being a very bad copy of thoſe excellent 
originals, or rather a downright timple- 
ton, who affected an air of underſtand- 
ing. Imagine to yourſelf a man of this 
character in the midſt of five wags, whoſe 
ſole aim was to exerciſe their raillery 
upon him, and engage him in_infup- 
portable expence. Gentlemen,” laid 
Don Alvaro, after the firit compliments, 
I preſent to you Signior Gregorio de 
* Noriega, as a complete cavalier. Be- 
* ſides a thouſand other excellent quali- 
fications, he poſſeſſes an underſtanding 
** ſo exquiſitely cultivated, that you 
cannot take him amiſs. He is equally 
* (trong on all ſubjects, from the moſt 
* cloſe and ſubtle logick down to the art 
© of ſpelling.'— Oh, now you flatter 
* me!” ſaid the citizen, interrupting him 
with a very fooliſh laugh: * S1ignior Al- 
* varo, I may with more juſtice return 
- © tit compliment; for you are, as one 
© may lay, a very draw-well of erudi- 
* tion,'—* I had no deſign, replied Don 
Alvaro, * to fiſh for ſuch a genteel re- 
* partee; but, upon my word, gentle- 
* men, Signior Gregorio cannot tail of 
acquiring great reputation in theworld.” 
—* For my own paft,” ſaid Don Anto. 
*nio, * what I am moſt charmed with, 
© and what I greatly prefer to his know. 
© ledge in orthography, is the judicious 
choice he makes of his company: in- 
* (tead of. confining himſelf to the con- 
© verſation of citizens, he cultivates ac- 
* quaintance with none but young lords, 
* without giving himſelf any trouble 
© about the expence attending it. There 
* 1s in this conduct an elevation of ſenti- 
* ment; and it may be-called ſpending 
one's money with taſte and diſcern- 
ment.“ 

Theſe ironical phraſes were followed 
by a thouſand more of the ſame fort, and 
poor Gregorio was ſpared- by none of 
them ; each of the beaus, in his turn, 
breaking his jeſt, the meaning of whicir 
the fool did not perceive : on the con- 
trary, he took every thing in a literal 
lenſe, and appeared very happy in his 
guelts ; nay, he ſeemed even pleaſed 
with being turned into ridicule ; and, 
in ſhort, terved them as a butt durin 
the whole time of dinner. They lad 
with him the remaining part of the day, 


diſcretion as well as our maſters; and 


Citizen, we were all in an excellent 
trim. | 


| N CHAP. 


and all night long, whil(t we drank at 


by that time they took leave of the 
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© yaung nobleman, 
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ſome hours of fleep, I got up in 


good humour; and -remembering the 


advice I had received from Melendex, 
went (my maſter not being yet awake) 
and preſented my refpettsro the ſteward, 
wh-fe vanity ſeemed not a little flats 
tered with this inſtance of my regard. 
He received me very gracioufly ; and 
aſked if I was not fannhiarized to the 
way of living practiſed among your no- 
blemen. 1 replied, that though it was 
quite new to meas yet, I did not deſpair 
of being reconciled to it in time. 
And truly this happened very ſoon ; 
for my humour and diſpoſition ſuffered 
a thorough change: From being ſedate | 
and peaſive, Ii became a briſk, blunder. | 
ing coxcomb ; and the valet of Don An- 


tonio complimented me on my metamor- 


phoſis, ſaying, that there was now no- 


thing wanting to make me illuſtrious 4 


but an intrigue ; which he affirmed was 
abſolutely aeceſſary towards finiſhing the 
character of a pretty fellow ; all our 
comrades being beloved by ſome fair 
lady, and he alone being in poſſeſſion of 
the good graces of no lefs than two wo- 
men of quality. I believed the rogue. 
told a lye, and ſain to him, Monßeur 
© Mogicon, to be ſure, you are a hand- 
* ſome young fellow, and have a great 
* deal of wit and merit ; but I cannot 
* conceive how ladies of quality (eſpe- 
© cially as you don't live among ſuch) 
5 can allow themſelves to be charmed 
* by a man of your condition.*—Why, 
truly, ſaid he, they don't know who I ; 
*am. I make all my conqueſts in the 
* dreſs, and even in the name of my 
* maſter. I' tell you how: I dreſs my- | 
© ſelf like a young nobleman; I aſſume 
© his behaviour, and go out to take the 
*air; I ogle all the women 1 fee, until 
© I meet with one who returns the leer; 
ger I follow, and find means to ſpeak 
* with. I call myſelf Don Antonio de 
* Centelles, and demand an aflignation ; | 
* upon which the lady ſtands upon cere- 
* mony : -I'preſs her to comply; the 
* yields, et cetera. By this conduct, my 
© child,” added he, I have ſucceeded 
in my intrigues ; and 1 adviſe thee to 
© follow my example.” | 

. Iwas too ambitious of making a figure, 
not to liſten to this advice, and beſides 
felt no averſion to a love intrigue: 1 


© therefore 1 myſelf like 


A FTER having refreſhed myſelf with 
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amorous adventures bat as 1 durſt not 
dreſs myſelf in our houſe, for fear of 
being obſerved, 1 took a rich fait ok 
cloaths from my maſter's wardrobe, and 
making it up into a bundle, carried it to 
the houſe of a little barber, a friend of 
mine, where I thonght I could drefs and 
undreſs with more convenience. There 
I adorned myſelf to the beſt of my power, 
the barber lending me an helping hand, 
in order to fet me off; and when we 
imagined it was impoſſible to add any 
thing to my appearance, I walked to- 
wards St. Jerome's Meadow, from 
whence 1 was perſuaded I ſhould not re- 
turn without having found ſome intrigue 
to my liking : but before [| was obliged 
to go ſo far from home, I ſtarted one of 
a very brilliant expectation. # 
Al was crofling a by-ltreet; I ſaw a 
lady richly dreſſed, and perfectly gen- 
teel, come ont of a ſmall houſe, and get 
into a hackney-coach that ſtood before 
the door; upon which, ſtopping ſhort 
to gaze, I bowed to her in ſuch a manner, 
as to inform her that I was not at all 
diſguſted at her appearance; and ſhe, to 
let me fee ſhe deſerved my notice fill 
more than I imagined, lifted up her veil 
for a- moment, and preſented a moſt 
agreeable countenance to my view : mean 
| while the coach drove off, and I remain 
ed in the ſtreet, not a little truck with 
this apparition. * What a charming. 
figure!“ faid I to myſelf. * Bleſs me 
this is juſt what I wanted, to complete 
my character. If the two ladies wha - 
are in love with Mozicon are as hand- 
« ſome as this, I pronounce him a lucky 
© knave. I lhoid Be charmed with my 
i fate, had 1 fuch a miſtre(s.* © . 
While I made theſe reflections, I caſt 
my eyes by accident towards the houſe 
from whencel had ſeen this lovely crea- - 
ture come out, and perceived, at a par- 
lour window, an old gentlewoman who 
beckoned me to come in. na ect: 
I flew into the houſe in an inſtant; and 
found, in a pretty handſome parlour, 
this venerable and diſcreet matron ; who, 
taking me for a marquis at leaſt, ſaluted ' 
me with great reſp „ ſaying, 1 don't 
' © at all doubt, Signior, that you have 
conceived a very bad opinion of a wo- - 
* man who, without being acquainted 
* with you, beckons you into her houfe ; 
but perhaps you will thigk more ta- 
© vourably of me, when you ſhall know | 
© that I don't treat every body in the 
© fame manner, But you, I ſuppoſe, 
are a court lord. !. You are not mil- 
* taken, my ſoul,” ſaid I, ſtretching out 


go in queſt of 


my right leg, and .poizing my body on 
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my left hip; Lam, without vanity, of 
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2 one of the beſt families in Spain.'—* I 


thought ſo, by your appearance,“ ſhe 
replied ; and I own, I love to. oblige 
people of quality: that is my foible. 
© I obſerved you through the window, 
«looking very earneſtly (as I ſuppoſe) 
« at a lady who had juſt parted from me. 
Have you a paſlion for her? tell me 
« fincerely.'—Uponu the faith of a cour- 
© tier,” anſwered I, * ſhe has captivated 
* me. Ineyer ſaw any thing more tempt- 


ing than that creature. Bring us to- 
© gether, my good mother, and depend. 


upon my acknowledgment : ſuch good 
offices rendered to us grandees, ſeldom 
© paſs unrecompenſed.” = 

I have already told you,” replied the 


old gentlewoman, that I am wholly 
devoted to people of quality, and de- 


light in being uſeful tothem. I admit 
into my houte, for inſtance, certain la- 
© gies, whom the exteriors of virtue hin- 
£ der from receiving their gallants at 
* home; therefore I accommodate them 
* with my houſe, in order to reconcile 
© the warmth of their complexions with 
© the rules of decency.'—* Very well,” 
ſaid I to her; * and I ſuppoſe you have 
granted that favour to the lady in 
« queſtion ?*—* No,“ ſhe replied; this 
lady is a young widow of quality, who 
wants a lover; but ſhe is ſo nice in that 
particular, that I don't know it you 
« yourſelf will pleaſe her, notwithſtand- 
ing your extraordinary merit: I have 
© already preſented to her three ſtout ca- 
* yaliers, whom the treated with dif- 
© dain.'—* Adzooks, my dear,“ cried I, 
with an air of aſſurance, * thou haſt no 


© mofe to do, but to put me on the ſcent. 


« I will give thee a good account of her, 
believe me. I long to have a tete a 
tete with a ſhy beauty, having never as 


« yet met with one of that character.“ 


—* Well,* ſaid the. old lady; if you 
come hither to-morrow, about this 
time, your curiolity may be ſatisfied.” 
— I will not fail,“ anſwered I ; © and 
© we ſhall ſee whether or not a young 
« nobleman, ſuch as I, may taſte the 


* © pleaſure of a conqueſt.“ 


| returned to the houſe of the little 
barber, without deliring any other ad- 


ventures, but very impatient to ſee the 


* 


iffue of this. Next day, therefore, hav- 
ing been at great pains to ſet myſelf off, 


I repaired to the old gentlewoman's 


houſe, au hour before the appointment. 


Signior,' ſaid the, © I ſee you are 
«* punctual; and am glad of it; for you 


will find it well worth your trouble. I 


have ſeen your young widow and | 


N 
1 


2 have had ſome diſcourſe with her about 


| 


— 


© you. She has forbid me to ſpeak ; but 
I have' conceived ſuch a friendſhip for 
vou, that I cannot hold my tongue. 
* You have had the good fortune to 
make an impreſſion on her heart, and 
will be happy very ſoon, Between you 


| © and me, the lady is a delicious mordel ; 


* her huſband lived with her but a-very 
ſhort time; he fleeted away, as it were, 
like a ſhadow; ſo that ſhe is as good as 
© a maiden.“ The good matron, doubt - 
leſs, meant one of thoſe ſprightly mai- 
dens, who know how to enjoy life with- 
ont the incumbrance of matrimony. 

In a little time the heroine of the af. 
ſignation arrived in a ſtage-coach, as ſhe 


had done the day 8 with 


all the pomp of dreſs. As ſoon as ſhe 
appeared in the hall, I began by fiye or 
ſix a- la- mode bows, accompanied with 
their moſt faſhionable contortions ; after 
which, I approached her with a very 
familiar air, ſaying, My princeſs, be- 
hold a young nobleman who is enrapt 
* with your beauty. Your image, ſince 
* yeſterday, has inceſſantly preſented it- 
© {elf to my imagination, and expelled a 
dutcheſs who began to get footing in 
* my heart.'—* The triumph,“ anſwer- 
ed ſhe, taking off her veil, is too 
* glorious for me, and yet I do not per- 
* tectly enjoy it; for you young noble- 
men are prone to change; and your 
« hearts, they ſay, more difficult to keep 
© than quickſfilver,'—* But, my queen,” 
I replied, * let us mind the preſent on- 
ly, and let futurity ſhift for itſelf : you 
are handſome, and I amorous; and, if 
© you approve of my paſſion, let us en- 
. gage without. any farther reflection, 
and embark like failors, who think on- 
ly of the pleaſures, without perceiving 
the perils of their voyage.” 

So ſaying, I threw myſelf, in a tran- 
ſport, at the feet of my nymph ; and, 
the better to imitate the beaus, preſſed 
her, in a petulant manner, to make me 
happy. She ſeemed-a little moved by 
my entreaties, but thought it was too 
ſoon to yield; therefore, puſhing me 


| gently from her, Hold,“ ſaid ſhe ; you 


are too forward, and have the air of a 
© libertine; I am afraid you are no bet- 
ter than a downright rake.'—* O fy, 
« Madam!” cried I, * ſure you cannot 
© hate what all ladies of faſhion love: 

© none but tradeſmen's wives exclaim 
* againſt libertiaiſm. , Vou are cer- 
© tainly in the right,“ ſne replied; © and 
© I cannot reſiſt ſuch a convincing rea- 
© ſon, It is in vain, I find, to uſe gri- 


* mace with noblemen like yen; and the 
TY women 
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© women. muſt advance one half of the 
© way. Kno then your victory: add. 
ed ſhe, with an appearance of confuſion, 
as if her modeſty ſuffered in the confeſ- 
fion : „you have inſpired” me with ſen. 
© timents which-1 never felt before, and 
. © I want only to know who you are, that 
© I may determine to chuſe you for my 
© lover. I believe you are a young lord, 
© and moreover a man of honour. But 
© of this Lamnot aſſured ; and howſoever 
may be prepoſſeſſed in your favour, 
I am determined not to beſtow my at- 
_ © fection on a_perſon unknown.” 


It was then I remembered the expe - 


dient of Don Antonio's valet, on the 
ſame occaſion z and, after his example, 


having a mind to pals for my maſter, 


Madam,“ ſaid I to my widow, I will 
© not refuſe to tell you my name, which 
© T need not be aſhamed to own ;—did 


© you never hear of Don Matthias de 


Silva?“ Yes,” ſhe replied; + I have 
even ſeen him at the houſe of a lady, 
an acquaintance ot mine.“ Although 
I was pretty well ſtocked with impu- 
dence, this anſwer diſeoncerted me a 
good deal; however, I recollected my- 
ſelf in an inſtant, and making an effort 
of genius, to extricate myſelf, * Well, 
then, my angel,” ſaid I, you know a 
lord whom I know alſo. Since 
vou muſt have it, l am one of the 
« {ame family; his grandfather married 
my grand uncle's fiſter-1n-law : ſo that 
you ſee we are very near related. My 
* name is Don Czſar, and I am the only 
© ſon of the illuſtrious Don Fernand de 
Ribera, who was ſlain fifteen years 
© ago, ina battle that was fought on the 
© frontiers" of Portugal. I could de- 
© fcribe the action, which was hellifhly 
hot; but tha&@would be loſing the pre- 
© cious moments which love prompts us 
© to employ in a more agreeable man- 
4 | 

After this diſcourſe, I became more 
preſſing and paſſionate ; but all to lit. 
tle effect; the favours which my god- 
deſs beſtowed upon me, only ſerving 
to make me ſigh after thoſe which ſhe 
refuſed; but though the barbarous 
creature got into her coach, that waited 
at the door, I went home very well ſa- 


tisfied with my good fortune, although' 


I was not yet perfectly happy. I, 
ſaid I to myſelf, © I have not been able 
to obtain the height of my wiſhes, it 
is becauſe my princeſs is a lady of rank 
and delicacy, who thinks it indecent to 


c yield to my tranſports during the firſt 


interview. The pride of her birth has 
No. 77. | 


© ever, is only delayed for a few. days.“ 
Not but that I had likewiſe ſome ſuſpi- 


der it in the moſt favourable point of 


enjoy. | | 
With my fancy full of theſe ſmiling 


went to wait npon my maſter ata tennis - 


rich or ruin themſelves without chang-" 
ing a feature. In his proſperity, he was 
full of inſulting. raillery ; but very mo- 
roſe, when fortune declared (againſt 
him: Leaving the tennis- court in great 
good-humour, he went directly to the 
Prince's Theatre, and I followed him to 
the playhouſe door, where giving me a 
ducat, Here, Gil Blas, (aid he; * fince 
© I have been lucky, thou ſhalt feel the 


thy companions ; and, about midnight, 
come to me at the houſe of Arſenia; 
© where I am to ſup. with Don Alexo 


I remained thinking how 1 ſhould ſpend 
my ducat, according to the intention of 
the donor. I was not long in ſuſpence: 
Clarino, Don Alexo's valet; appeared 
all of a ſudden, and I carried him to 


ſelves till twelve o'clock; and from 
thence repaired together to the houſe of 
Arſenia, where he was likewiſe ordered 
to rendezvous. A little lacquey opened 
the door, and introduced us into à par- 
lour, where the waiting- women of Arſe- 
nia and Florimonda ſat together,.Jaugh- 
10g as1f for a wager, while their miſtreſ- 
ſes entertained our maſters above. : 

The arrival of two merry fellows who 


not be diſagreeable to chamber-maids; 
eſpecially to thoſe of the actreſſes; but 
what was my aſtoniſhment; when, in the 
-perſon of one of them, I beheld my wi- 
dow, my adorable widow, whom L be- 
lieved a marchioneſs or counteſs! She 
ſeemed no leſs ſurprized at ſeeing her 
Don Czfar de Ribera metamorphoſed 
into the valet de chambre of a beau: 


| * G however, 


— 
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| * retarded my happineſs; which, how- 


cions, that the whole affrir was a well 
concerted trick. But 1 loved to con- 


view, and to preſerve the advantageous 
opinion I had conceived of the lady, 
with whom LI had agreed to meet again 
next day; the hope of accompliſhing + 
my wiſhes giving me a taſte, by antici- 
pation, of the pleaſures I expected, to 


images, I returned to the houſe of my 
barber, where I changed my dreſs, and 


court, where knew he was. I found 
him engaged in play, and eveu perceived” 
that he had been lucky ; for he was none 
of thoſe phlegmatick gameſters, Who en- 


© eftects of it; go and enjoy thyſelf with 


* Segiar.* So ſaying, he went in, and 


the next tavern, where we regaled ur- 


had ſupped to their ſatisfaction, could 
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out being diſconcerted ; and both, at 
one time, were ſeized with ſuch a vio- 
lent inclination to laugh, that we could 
not help indulging it. After which 
. Laura (fo was my princeſs called) tak- 
ing me aſide, while Clarino made up to 
her companion, very graciouſly preſent- 
ed her hand, ſaying, ſoftly, * Take it 
© Don Cæſar; inſtead of reproaching, 
© let us compliment one another, my 
friend; you performed your part to 
* admiration; and I did not behave 
© amiſs in mine. What ſay” you? con- 
© feſs that you took me for one of thoſe 
fine ladies of quality who amuſe them- 


« ſelves' with intrigues. “ It is true,“ 


anſwered I; but whoſoever you are, 
© my queen, I have not changed my ſen- 
*timents with my dreſs: I beg you will 
accept my ſervices, and allow the va- 
© let de chambre of Don Matthias to fi- 
* niſh that which Don Cœſar had fo 


© happily begun.'—* Yes,” ſaid ſhe; *I | 


© love thee ſtill better in thy own cha- 
* rater, than in that of another: thou 
* art jutt. ſuch a man as I am a woman; 
© and that js the ſtrongeſt approbation 
© I can beſtow. I theretote receive thee 
© into the crowd of my adorers; we ſhall 
* have no more occaſion for the miniſtry 
© of the old woman; for thou mayelt 
© come hither with the utmoſt freedom : 


"© we ladies of the ſtage live without con - 


© ftraint, and helter-ſkelter with the 
© men. The effects of this communi- 
© cation are ſometimes very viible in- 
© deed; but the town laughs at them ; 
* and our buſineſs, thou knoweſt, is to 
« divert it.“ „ 
Here we broke off, becauſe there 
were others preſent, and the convert: 
tion became general, ſprightly, joyous, 
and full of palpable. double ente ndres. 
Every one bore a part; Arſenia's maid 
in particular, my lovely Laura, ſhone 


very much, and ſhewed a great deal 


more wit than virtue. On the other 
hand our maſters and the actreſſes of- 
ten burſt out into long fits of laughter, 


which we overheard ; and from which. 


we concluded, that their diſcourſe was 
much of the ſame ſtamp with our own. 
If all the fine things which were ſaid 
that night at Arſenia's had been com- 
mitted to writing, they would have 


compoſed; I believe, a treatiſe very in- 


tructive for youth. In the mean time, 
the hour of retreat, that is, the dawn 
arrived, and we were obliged to part. 
Clarino followed Don Alexo, and I 
went home with Don Matthias. 


——_— 


however, we obſerved one another with. | 


| 
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Ar. VI. 


The converſation. of ſome nollemen, about 
the players of the Prince's company. 


#3 HAT day, while my maſter was 


dreſſing, he received a billet from 
„Don Alexo Segiar, deſiring his com- 
pany at his houſe, whither he went; and 
found him with the Marquis of Zeneta, 
and another young nobleman of a good 
mien, whom I had never feen before. 
Don Matthias,” ſaid Segiar to my maſ- 
ter, preſenting the unknown cavalier, 
* this is Don Pompeio de Caſtro, a rela- 
© tion of mine, who has been at the court 
© of Portugal almoſt from his infancy : 
* he arrived at Madrid laſt night, and 
* will ſet out to-morrow for Liſbon : fo 
* that, as he canApare me only one day, 
*I am reſolved to enjoy the precious 
* opportunity ; and, in order to make it 
* the more agreeable to him, have called- 
you and the Marquis of Zeneta to my 
© affiſtance.” Upon this, my maſter and, 
Don Alexo's kinſman embraced and 
complimented one another; and I was 
much pleaſed with the diſcourſe of Don 
Pompeio, who ſeemed to have a great 
ſhare of judgment and penetration. 

. Having dined at Segiar's, theſe no- 
blemen amuſed ene at cards, till 
the hour of going to the play; and then 
went all together to the Prince's Thea- 
tre, to ſee a new tragedy, intitled, The 
Queen of Carthage. After the repre- 
ſentation of the piece, they returned, 
and ſupped where they had dined.” The 
converſation, at firſt, turned on the piece 
they had feen performed, and after- 
wards upon the actors. As for the 
© work itſelf,” cried Don Matthias, I 
© have no great opinion of it ; it makes 
* ZEneas ſtill more infipid than he is re- 
c een. in the ZEneid; but every 
* body muſt agree it was divinely play- 
© ed.'—* What ſays Signior Don Pom- 
* peio? he does not ſeem to be of my 
© way of thinking.'—* Gentlemen, ſaid 
the cavalier ſmiling, I have perceived 
* you ſo much charmed with your actreſ- 
* ſes, that I ought not to be ſo bold as to 
* ſignify my diſſent from your opinions.” 
—* You are much in the right,” ſaid 
Don Alexo in a jocular manner; © your 
© cenſures will be very unleaſonable 
© here ; and you ought to ſhew ſome re- 
* ſpect for our actreſſes before us, who 
© are the trumpets of their reputation. 
As we drink with them every day, we 
* can do no leſs than warrant them per- 
© fect in their vocation j and even give 


| © them certificates, if there be occaſion 


« for 
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* for it.'—* I do not at all doubt it,“ an- 
ſwered his relation, and 1 dare ſay, 
© you would do the fame for their mo- 
* rals, ſo much are you their friends.” 

© Your comedians at Liſbon,” ſaid the 
Marquis of Zeneta, with a ſneer, * are, 
« doubtleſs, much better than ours.'— 
© Yes, certainly, repiied Don Pompeio ; 


Cat leaſt, there are ſome of them who 


© have no defect. And theſe,” reſum- 
ed the ee * may depend upon 
your certificate.'—* I have no con- 
© nection with them, ſaid Don Pompeio ; 


and as | never enter into their parties 


of pleaſure, can judge of their merit 
© without prejudice. But do you real- 
© ly,” added he, think your company 
« ſoexcellent ?—* No, faith !* ſaid the 
Marquis; I believe no ſuch thing: 
and provided you give me leave to de- 
* fend a very ſmall number of the 
© players, I will willingly give up all the 
* reſt. Won't you allow that ſhe who 
played the part of Dido, is an admirable 
© attreſs? did ſhe nor repreſent that 
queen with all the dignity and grace 
© which. is conformable to the idea we 
© have of her ? and did nor you admire 


© her art in engaging the mind of 


© the ſpectator, and making him feel 


© the emotions of all thoſe paſſions | 


© that are expreſſed ? She may be ſaid to 
© be conſunmately ſkilled in all the re- 
* finements of declamation.'—* I agree,? 
ſaid Don - Pompeio,* © that ſhe knuws 


© how to awake and touch the paſſions of 


© the audience; no player had ever more 
« feeling, and, on the whole, her re- 
© preſentation is very fine ; but the is far 
from being a perfect actreſs: I was 
© ſhocked with two or. three things in 
© her performance. When ſhe would 
© exprels ſurprize, ſhe rolls her eyes in 
© ſuch an extravagant manner as very 
ill becomes the deportment of a prin- 
. * ceſs. Add to this, that in railing her 
© voice, which is naturally low, the cor- 
rupts the ſwe tneſs of it, and produces 
© a very diſagreeable croaking : beſides, 
© in more places than one, ſhe gave rea- 
* ſon to ſuſpect, that ſhe did not very 
© welt underſtand her part; but, how- 
© ever, I am inclined to impute this 
rather to inattention than want of ca- 
© pacity.'. ' 

By what I can ſee,” ſaid Don Mat- 
thias to the critick, © you will ſcarce 


© write a panegyrick on our actreſſes; 


| 


Pardon me,” replied Don Pompeio, 


I can diſcover great talents through 


their defects. I own, 1 was inchanted 
erformed the 
part of a chambermaid in the inter» 


With that actreſs who 


© Indes; ſhe has afine genius, treads the 
« ſtage gracefully, and every witticiſm 
«© ſhe utters is ſeaſoned with a ſarcaſtick 
* ſmile, full of charms, which very much 


© enhances the value of what is ſaid. * 
She may, indeed, be blamed for in- 


* dulging her fire, ſometimes, a little 
too much, and tranſgreſſing the bounds 


* of modeſt aſſurance: but we muſt not 
be too ſevere; and I could only wiſh. 


that ſhe would correct one bad habit 
© ſhe has contracted. - Oft-times, in the 


middle of a ſerious ſcene, ſhe inter- 


* rupts the performance all of a ſudden, 
* by yielding to a filly defire of laugh- 


© ing, with which ſhe is ſeized. You'll - 


© ſay ſhe is applauded by the pit, even at 
* theſe times: there, I own, ſheis lucky.” 
© Well, what do you think of the 
* men?” ſaid the Marquis, interrupti 
him, * ſurely” you'll charge them full 
© volley, ſince you have been ſounmer- 
© citul to the women. —“ No, ſaid Don 
Pompeio ; © I think you have ſome pro- 


-* miling young actors; and am particu- 


© lariy pleaſed with that fat comedian 
* who acted the part of Dido's prime 
* miniſter : he repeats very naturally, 
© and declaims juſt as they do in Por- 
( tugal,'—* If he can pleaſe you,” ſaid 
Seglar,* * you muſt. be charmed with 
the action of him who played the part 
* of ZEneas. Is not he a great come- 
* dianl an original '—* Very original,” 
replied the critck ; * his cadence is quite 
« peculiar, and his tones abundantly 
© ſhrill: he almoſt deſerrs nature; hur- 
* ries over the words which contain the 


ſentiment, and places the emphalis 


u here it ſhould not be; making pauſes 
© even on articles and conjunctions. He 
* diverted me very much ; particularly 


© when hg expreſſed to his confident the 


violence he did himſelf in abandoning 


| © the princeſs; never was grief more co- 


* mica]lly expreſſed.—“ Softly, eouſin,“ 
replied Don Alexo ; * thou wilt make 
© us believe, by and by, that there is 
© not a great deal of taſte at the court 
* of Portugal. Doſt thou know that the 


actor of whom we ſpeak is reckoned a 


* phcenix? Didſt thou not hear what 
« claps of applauſe he obtained? A plain 
© proof that he is far from being con= 


«© temptible.'—* That is no proof at all,“) | 


anſwered Don Pompeio : * gentlemen,” 


added he, let us not, I beg of you, lay 
pla 


© any ſtreſs upon the applauſe of the 
pit, which is often beſtowed very un- 


© ſeaſonably ; nay, more ſeldom on true” 


merit than on falſe, as Phadrus ob- 


© ſerves, by an ingenious fable, which 1 


© beg leave to repeat. Here it is. 
FF The 
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The inhabitants of a certain city 
« being aſſembled in publick to ſee 
„ pantomimes, there was, among the 
„ performers, a favourite actor, whom 
„ they applauded every moment. This 


<6. butfoon having a mind to clote the 


„ ſcene, with a new kind of repreſenta- 
«© tion, appeared algne upon the ſtage, 
« ſtooped down, covered his head with 
«« his cloak, and ſqueaking like a pig, 
« acquitted himſelt ſo weil, that the 
„audience actually imagined he had 
* one under his cloaths : they ordered 
him therefore to ſtrip ; which he hav- 
„„ ing done, and rothing appearing the 
« whole afſembly thundered applauſe, 
% A peatant, who happened to be one 
« of the ſpectators, ſhucked at theſe ex- 
4 preſſions of admiration, cried, © Gen- 
« tlemen, you have little cauſe to be 
« charmed with that baffoon, who 
is not ſuch an exquilite actor as 
« you imagine : 1 can play the pig bet- 
* ter than he; and, if you doubt it, 
« come hither again to-morrow at this 
« hour.” The people, prepoſſeſſed in 
% favour of their pantomimes, re-alſem- 
«« bled next day in greater numbers, 
c rather to hiſs the peaſant than ſee 
«« what he could do. 
« appearing on the ſtage, the buttoun 
« began, and was applauded: more than 
4 e ver: then the countryman ſtooping 
« jn his turn, and muffling his head in 
« his cloak, pinched the ear of a real 
„pig which he held under his arm, 
% and made it ſqueak moſt picrcingly : 
« nevertheleſs, the audience gave the 
% preference to the pantomime ; and 
6c tes the pcaſart, who all of a ſud- 
« den producing the pig to the ſpecta- 
« tors, „“ Gentlemen,” ſaid he, it is 
« not me whom you hiſs, but this poor 
« pig himſelt; ſuch excellent judges 
« you are!“ 

© Coulin,* faid Alexo, * thy fable is 
© too ſevere : but notwithſtanding thy 
© pig, we will not give up our cpinion. 
Let us change the dilcourte,* added 
he; I am tired of the ſubject. So, 
< thou wilt depart to- morrow, 1n ſpite 
© of my defire to enjoy thy company a 
© little longer ?*—* I with 1 could make 
* a longer (tay in Madrid,” replied his 
kinſman; * but it is not in my power. 


I have told you already, that I came 


© to the court of Spain about an aftair 
of ſtate; and at my arrival yeſterday, 


had an audience of the prime miniſter, 


* whom I ſhall ſee again to-morrow 


&ſhall ſet ont on my return to Liſbon.” 
—*« Thou art become altogether Portu- 


The two rivals 


— 


morning; immediately after Which, 1 


* gueze,” ſaid Segiar; and, in all like - 
lihood, wilt never return to live in 
« Madrid.*—* I believe I ſhall not,“ an- 
ſwered Don Pompeio z © for I am ſo 
* happy as tv be beloved by the king of 
* Portugal, and enjoy a great deal of 
* pleaſure at his court: but, notwith- 
* ſtanding his kindneſs to me, would 


© you believe that I have been on the 


point of quitting his dominions for 
* ever?*—* Pray tell us the reaſon! ſaid 
Don Alexo. With all my heart,“ an- 
{wered Non Pompeio; * and at the 
* ſame time I will relate the ſtory of 
© my life, 


CHAP. VII. 
Tue hiflory of Don Pompeio de Caſtro. 
6 ON Alexo,* added he, knows, 
* that while 1 was yet a boy, 
*I reſolved to carry arms; and that 


* ſeeing our pwn country in profound 
peace, I went to Portugal, from « hence 


I paſſed over into Africa, with the 


Duke of Braganza, why gave me em- 
* ployment in the'army under his com- 
mand. Being a younger brother, of 
© very ſmall fortune, I was under a ne- 
* ceſſity of hgnalizing myſelf in ſuch a 
© manner as to atrract the notice of the 
* general; and did my duty ſo well, that 
* the duke pronioted and put me in a 
* condition to ſerve with honour. After 
* a long war, the iſſue ot which you all 
* know, I attached myſelf to the court; 
* and the king, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the general officers, gratified 


| © me with-a conſiderable penſion. Sen- 
* ſible of this monarch's generoſity, I 


* loſt no occation of manifeſting my 
* gratitude by my aſſiduity; and was 
* always in attendance at thoſe hours 
* in which people are permitted to pay 
their reſpetts; by which behaviour, 
© 1 intenſibly acquired the love of that 
prince, who honoured me with new 
© tavours. 8 | 
Having one day diſtinguiſhed myſelf 
* at the ring, and a bull-fight that pre- 
* ceded it, the whole court commended 
* my ſtrength and addreſs; and when I 
returned home, loaded with applauſe, 
1 tound a billet, importing, that a 
lady, the conqueſt of & hom ought to 
* flatter me more than all the honour I 
had that day acquired, wanted to con- 
© verſe with me; and that I ſhould, in 
* the twilight, repair to a certain place 
* that was deſcribed. This letter gave 
me more, pleaſure than all the praiſe I 
* had received; and I imagined that the 
* perſon who wrote it, muſt be'a . 
, „  _ 
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+ of the firſt quality. You may eaſily 
# gueſs, that 1 flew to the rendezvous, 
© where an old woman being in wait- 
ing. to ſerve as a guide, introduced 
# me, by a little garden door, into a 
great houſe, and ſhut me into a rich 
s cloſet, ſaying, „Stay here, until I 
inform my miſtreſs of your arrival.“ 
I perceived a great many curious 
© things in this cloſet, which was en- 
* lightened by a great number of wax- 
© candles; but my ſole view in conſider- 
ing it's magnificence, was to confirm 
* myſelf in the opinion 1 had already 
© conceived of the lady's rank. If all 
that I ſaw ſeemed to aſſure me ſhe was 
£ a perſon of the firſt quality, when ſhe 
appeared, I was convinced of it, by 
her noble and majeſtick air: never- 
©« theleſs, I was miſtaken. Tx 
„ Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid ſhe, ** after 
© the advances I have made, it would 
1 be ridiculous to conceal the tender 
& ſentiments I have for you; which, 
& however, were not inſpired by that 
© merit you have this diy ſhewn before 
& the whole court: that only has haſ- 
« tened the diſcovery ; for I have ſeen 
& you more than once, and enquired 
% into your character; which pleaſes 
«© me ſo much, that 1 determined to 
% follow my inclination. Do not ima- 
« vine,” added ſhe, „that you have 
© made a conqueſt of ſome dutcheſs: I 
«© am no other than the widow of a ſim- 
ple officer of the king's guards: but 
«© what makes your victory till more 
# glorious, is the preference I give you 
« to one of the greateſt lords of the 
„ kingdom. The Duke of Almeyda is 
« in love with me, and ſpares nothing 
« to inflame me with a mutual paſſion ; 
« but hitherto he has been unſucceſsful, 
« and I ſuffer his addreſſes only through 
% yanity.” 
Though 1 found by her diſcourſe 


© that I had to do with a coquette, 1 


thought myſelf very much obliged to 
* fortune for this adventure. onna 
* Hortenſia (ſo was the lady called) was 
« ſtill in the prime of youth; and 1 was 
« dazzled with her beauty: beſides, ſhe 
© offered me the poſſeſſion of a heart 
* which would not yield to the addreſſes 
fofa duke. What a triumph was this 
for a young Spaniſh cavalier! I ac- 
* cordingly threw myſelf at her feet, 
* thanked her for her goodneſs, ſaid all 
© that a man of gallantry could utter on 
« ſuch an occaſion, and the had reaſon 


14 to be ſatisfied with the tranſports of my 


« gratitude, We parted the beſt friends 
in the world, after having agreed to 
. ö 1 | n 


* ” - 


„ 


| 


* 


© ſee one another every night on which, 
© ſhe ſhould be difengaged from the 
Duke of Almeyda, and this ſhe pro- 
* miſed to advertiſe me of punctually; 
in which the did not fail; ſo that, in 
© a word, 1 became the Adonis of this 
© new Venus. 3 
© But the pleaſures of life are far from 
© being eternal! Whatever meaſures the 
© lady could take to conceal our correſ- 
* pondence from my rival, hedid not 
fail to get notice of the whole of what 
* it was ſo much our intereſt to keep 
from his knowledge. A malecontent 
© chambermaid informed him of the af. 
fair; and that lord, naturally gene- 
* Tous, But withal haughty, jealous, and 
* paſſionate7 was incenſed at my pre- 
* ſumption : rage and jealouſy took poſe 
© ſeſſion of his ſoul; and following the 
© diftates of his fury, he reſolved to 
* avenge himſelf of me in an infamous 
© manner. One night, while 1 was with 
c Hortenſia, he waited for me at the 
* little garden-door, attended by all his 
© footmen, armed with clubs; and as 
* ſoon as I came out, making theſe 
© wretches ſeize .me, ordered them to 
*cudge] me to death. * Strike,” ſaid 


he; and let the audacious villain pe- 


6 riſh under your hands; for ſo I am 
{© reſolved to puniſh his infolence.” He 
had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, than 
© his people aſſaulted me all together, 
and gave me ſo many blows, that 1 
© lay ſtretched upon the ground without 
* ſenſe or motion : after which they re- 
© tired with their maſter, who had re- 
* galed himſelf with this cruel execu- 
© tion, and I remained as they left me 
during the reſt of the night. At break 
© of day, ſome people happened to pals, 
© and perceiving ſtill ſome life in me, 
were ſo charitable as to carry me to 
© the houſe of a ſurgeon : luckily my 


c wounds were not mortal, and 1 fell 


© into the hands of a ſkiltul artiſt, who 
© made a perfect cure of me in two 
months; at the end of which time I 
© repaired again to court, and reſumed 
* my former way of living; ſave that 1 
© never went back to Hortenſia, who on 
© her part took no ſtep to ſee me again, 
© becauſe the duke, on theſe terms, had 
* pardoned her infidelity, xy. 
My adventure being univerſally 
© known, and nobody ſuſpecting my 
© courage,-every one was aſtoniſhed to 
© ſee me as tranquil as if I. had not re- 
* ceived an affront; for I imparted my 
thoughts to no man breathing, and 
© ſeemed to be void of all reſentment; 
* ſo that people did not Know what to 
- 4 | | think 
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© think of my feigned inſenſibility. Some 
believed that, notwithitanding my 
courage, the rank of my antagoniſt kept 
me in awe, and obliged me to digeſt the 
injury; others, with more reaſon, ſuſ- 
« pected my lilence, and locked upon 
the peaccable appearance I put on, as 
* a deceitful calm, Ot this opinion was 
the King, who aid not 999 me a per- 
© {on that would leave ſach an outrage 
© impuniſhed ; but believed that I would 
not fail to revenge myſelf as ſoon as 1 
could find a favourable opportunity. 
That he might Know whether or not 
he gueſſcd my ſentiments aright, he 
called me one day into his cloſet, 
« where he ſaid, © Don Pompeio, I know 
« the accident which has happened to 
« you ; and am, I confeſs, ſurprized at 
4% your tranquillity, which muſt certainly 
« be diſlimulation.” —** Sire,” I replied, 
4% ] know not who was the aggrellor, 
« having been attacked in the dark by 
„ people unknown; ſo that I muſt con- 
« {ole myſelf for the misfortune as well 
« as I can,” - No, no,“ laid the king; 
« you muſt not think to dupe me with 
4% that evaſion, which is all aiſſembled : 
«+ |] have been informed of the whole 
affair; the Duke of Almeyda has 
4 given you a mortal affront. You are 
a gentleman, and a Caſtilian; and I 
« know what theſe qualities oblige you 
« to do. You have formed a reſolution 
«to avenge yourſelf. Communicate 
« your ſcheme to me: I inſiſt upon it 
and don't be afraid that you ſhall have 
„% cauſe to repent of making me your 
« confident.” . 

« Since your Majeſty,” ar{wered I, 
« commands it, I will diſcover my ſen- 
« timents, Yes, Sire, I intend to take 
« vengeance for the atfront 1 have ſuf- 
« fered. Every one who bears the name 
« f a gentleman, is accountable for it 
« to his family. You know the unworthy 
© treatment. I have received; and I pur- 
« poſe to allaſlinate the Duke of Almey- 
*© da, to revenge mylelt in a manner 
„ ſuitable to the oftence. I will plunge 
* a poniard in his breaſt, or ſhoot him 
© through the head, and eſcape, if I can, 
% into Spain. This is my delign.”—*© It 
«js a violent one,“ ſaid the King; 
« nevertheleſs, I cannot condemn it, at- 
* ter the cruel outrage which the Duke 
* of Almeyda has committed upon you: 
he is worthy of the chaſtiſement you 
*« reſerve for him; but do not execute 
« your enterprize ina hurry. Leave it 


«to me, to find out an expedient for 
* bringing you to an accommodation.“ 


Ah, Sire!” cried I, very much cha- 


| 


— 


« grined ; „hy did you oblige me to 
„ reveal my ſecret? What expedient 
**can-—” „If I don't find one to your 
* ſatisfaction,” ſaid he, interrupting me, 
** you may put your reſolution in prac- 
* tice. 1 don't intend to abuſe the con- 
„ fidence you have repoſed in me, and 
* will by no means betray your honour : 
ſo that you may make yourſelf eaſy on 
© that ſcore.” * 
* I was greatly at a loſs to know in 


© what manner the king pretended to 


* terminate this affair in an amicable 
* manner : and this is the method he 
*took. Ina private converſation with 
the Duke of Almeyda, My lord,” 
* ſaid he, „you have injured Don Pom- 
„ peio de Caſtro ; and as you are not 


Ss 1gnorant of his being a man of illuſtri- 


* ous birth, and a gentleman whom 1 
love an account of his faithful ſervices, 
you ought to give him ſatisfaction.” 
— “ I am not of au humourto'refuſe it,” 
* anſwered the duke; “ if he complains 
of my wrath, I am ready to do him 
© juſtice in the field.“ You muſt 
give him another ſort of reparation,“ 
* rephed the king.“ A Spaniſh gen- 
© tleman underſtands the point of hon- 
our tov well, to fight 'openly with a 
*« ſecret aſſaſſin. I can give you no other 
* name ; and you Cannot expiate the in- 
„ dignity of your action any other way, 
© than by preſenting your enemy with 
ga cane, and ſubmitting to a retaliation,” 
— “ O Heavens!” cried the duke; 
„what, Sire! would you have a man 
* of my rank condeſcend to humble 
* himſelf, before a fimple cavalier, and 
allow himſelt to be caned ?”'—**No," 


'© replied the monarch ; I will mak 


+ Don Pompeio promiſe that he wil 
% not ſtrike you. Only aſk pardon for 
* the violence you committed, and pre- 
6 ſent him with a cane—that is all I ex- 
„ pect of you.”—<« And that is too 
© much to expect from me, Sir,” ſaid 
the duke, interrupting him haſtily ; 
will rather continue expoſed to the 
«« ſecret ſhatts of his revenge.” —** Your 


* life is dear to' me,” ſaid the king; 


and my deſire is, that this affair may 
* have no bad conſequences. To bring 
it to a conchulion the leſs diſagreeable 
„ for you, LI will be the only witneſs to 
that ſatisfaction which I inſiſt on your 
making to the Spaniard.” 

* The king had occaſion for all his 
power over the duke, to bring him to 
© this mortifying condeſcenſion. How- 
*ever, he ſucceeded ; and afterwards, 
* ſending for me, recounted the diſ- 


1 © courſe he had with my enemy, and 


« + aſked 


. 
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© reparation agreed upon between them. 
* [anſwered in the affirmarive, and gave 
* my word and hon6Gur, that far from 
© ſtriking the offender, 1 would not even 
© accept of the cane he ſhould preſent to 
me. Things being regulated in this 
© manner, the duke and I, oge day, 
© went at a certain hour to the King, who 
© ſhutting himſe?! ap with us in the cloſer, 
„Come,“ ſaid he to the duke, * ack- 
« nowledge your fault, and deſerve. to 
« be forgiven,” Upon this, my ene- 
* my made his apology, and preſented 
© me with the cane which he had in his 
hand. Don Pompeio,” « faid the 
* monarch to me that inſtant, “take the 
« cane, and let not my preſence hinder 
« you from ſatisfying your inj hon- 
*« our : I acquit you of the promiſe you 
4 made, not to ſtrike the duke.” — “ No, 
« Sir,” anſwered 1, „it is ſufficient that 
« he ſubmits to be beaten ; an injured 
« Spaniard aſks no more.” —** Well,” 
© replied the king, “ ſince you are con- 
© tented with that ſatisfaction, you may 
© now enjoy the privilege of a regular 
« proceſs: meaſure your fwords, and 
« determine your, quarrel like men of 
* honour.” —* It is what 1 ardently de- 
« fire l' cried the Duke of Almeyda, 
«© with precipitation, “and that alone is 
« capable of conſoling me for the ſhame- 
« ful condeſcenſion 1 have made.” 

So ſaying, he went away fullof rage 
© and confuſion ; and two hours after 
© ſent to let me know that he waited for 
© me in a private place. Thither I re- 
© paired, and found that lord in a humour 
to fight heartily. He was not quite 


: © forty, and wanted neither courage nor 


* (kill, ſo that the match was pretty 
equal.“ Come, Don Pompeio,” ſaid 
© he, „let us decide our difference here: 
% both of us ought to be exaſperated to 
* the higheſt pitch; you, for the treat- 
© ment you have received at my hands; 
« and I, for having aſked your pardon.” 
With theſe words, he drew upon me 
© ſo ſuddenly, that I had no time to make 
any reply, and puſhed with great 
* vigour; but I had the good fortune 
© to parry all his thruſts, and attacked 
him in my turn; when I found I had 
to do with an antagoniſt who knew 
© how to defend as well as to affault; 
and I don't know what might have 
happened, if he had not made a falſe 
© ſtep in retreating, and fallen backward. 


©I ſtopt immediately, and bid him get, 


up; and he anſwered, ** Why do you 
% fpare me ? Iam injured by your pity.” 
— I willnot wrong my glory {0 much,” 


© aſked if I would be ſatisfied with. the | 


* 


* ſaid I, « as to take the ad vantage of 


«© your misfortune; get up once more, 


« and let us fight it out.” | 
„Don  Pompeio,” ſaid he, riſing, 
after this inſtance of your generolity; 
* honour will not permit me to uſe my 
« {word againſt you. What would the 


„ world ſay of me ſhould I kill you? I 


© ſhould be looked upon as a coward, 
who had taken the life of a perſon 
© who had it in his power to deprive me 
of mine. I can, therefore, no lon- 
« ger fight againſt you, and I feel the 
„ warm tranſports of gratitude fuccee: 

te thoſe furious emotions which ee 
„within my breaſt. Don Pompeig,” 
« added he, let our mutual hatred ceaſe : 
et us even go farther, and be friends.“ 
— Ah, my lord,” cried 1, „ I em- 
„ brace the agreeable propoſal with 
© joy ! I vow the moſt fincere friend» 


 « ſhip; and, as the firit proof, promiſe 


never to ſet foot within the door of 
© Donna Hortenlia, even tho! ſhe ſhould 
t deſire to ſee me.“. It is 1,” ſaid h 
ho muſt yield that lady to you; you 
have a juſter title to her, ſince her in- 
clination is fixed upon you.“ — No, 
* no,” cried I, interrupting him; © you 
„love her; and the tavours which ſhe 
„might beſtow upon me, would give 
you pain: I ſacrifice them, theretore, 
to your repoſe.” —* Ah, too generous 
© Caſtilian!” replied the duke, lock- 
© ing me in his arms, „I am charmed 
with your ſentiments! What remorſe 
« do they produce within me! With 
© what grief—with what ſhame do I re- 
« flect on the outrage you have re- 
„ ceived! The ſatistaction I gave you 
«in the king's cloſet, ſeems now too 
« (light; I will make a better reparation 
«for the injury; and in order to efface 
the diſhonour of it entirely, I offer 
«© one of my nieces to you in marriage: 
„ the is a rich heireſs, not yer fifteen, 
« and ſtill more beautiful than young.“ 
© I made my compliments to the duke 
in ſuch expreſſions of acknowledge- 
ment, as the honour af enteringynto_ 
nis alliance inſpired ; and in a very few 
« days married his niece. The whole 
* court congratulated him on his genero- 
© fity to a gentleman whom he had co- 
* vered with ignominy ; and my friends 
© rejoiced with me, on the happy con- 
* cluſtun- of an adventure which ſeemed 
© ro promiſe a more melancholy iſfue. 


| * Since that time, gentlemen, I live 


© agreeably at Liſbon, beloved ba my 
© wife, of whom I am ftill fond; the 
Duke of Almeyda gives me evety day 
* freſh proofs of his friendſhip ; * 1 
8 dare 
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dare boaſt of being pretty well with the 
« King of Portugal, the importance of 
this my. journey to Madrid, which 1 
« undertook by his order, being a ſuffi- 
«© cient evidence of lus eſteem? 1 


CHAP VI. 


By what accident Gil Blas was obliged to 
ſeek a new place. 


UCH was the ftory that Don Pom- 
peio recounted, and which the valet 
of Don Alexo and I - overheard, al- 
though they had taken the precauticn 
of ſending us away before it was begun : 
but inſtead of retiring, we ſtopped at 
the door, which we had left half open, 
and from thence loſt not a word of what 
was ſaid. After this, the noblemen ſet 
in to drinking, but their debauch did 
not laſt till day; becauſe Don Pompeio, 
who was to attend the prime miniſter in 
the morning, was very dclirous of a lit- 
tle reſt. Accordingly, the Marquis of 
Zeneta and my miſter embracing that 
cavalier, bid him adieu, and leit him 
with his kinfman. 


We went to bed for this time, before 


mory ; and Don Matthias, when he a- 
waked, inveſted me with a new employ- 
mens. Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, take paper 
and ink, and write two or three letters 
© which I will dictate y henceforward 
* thou art my ſecretary.— Good !” faid 
I tv myſelf, another addition to my 
functions. As a lacquey, I follow my 
© maſter every where; as a valet de 
chambre, help him todrefs ; and write 
under him as his ſecretary : Hea- 
ven be praiſed ! I act, like Hecate, in 
© a threefuld capacity. Thou doſt not 
Know, added he, what I am about, 
c which is briefly this—but be ſecret ; 
„for thy life ſhall anſwer it. As 1 ſome- 
times meet with people who hoaſt of 
their good fortune in love intrigues, I 
am refolved, in order to excel them all, 
to have always in my pocket feigned 
© letters from women, which 1 will read 
© on ſuch occaſions. This will afford 
* me ſome diverſion, and, more happy 
than thoſe of my fellows, who acquire 
* conqueſts only for the pleaſure of mak- 
ing them publick, I will publiſh thoſe 
* which I have not had the trouble to 
make: but remember to diſguiſe thy 
hand in ſuch a manner, as that the bil- 
lets may not appear to be written by 
the ſame perſon.” 

Upon, this, I took paper, pen and 


ink, and ſet don to obey Don Matthias, 


who at firſt dictated a love-letter in theſe 


4 q 


| 


. 


tleman to tell what followed.“ 


— — 
© Y/OU as not to-night at the place 
of aſſignation. Ah, Don Mat- 
© thias |- what can you ſay to juſtify your- 
© ſelf? How much have I been miſtaken, 
© and how well have I been puniſhed. for 
© having the vanity to think, that you 
would facrifice all the amuſements and 
* buſineſs of the gay world to the plea- 
© {ure of ſeeing 
© Donna CLARA DR MENnDozaA.” 


The next billlet he made me write, was 
in the name of a lady whopreterred him 
to a prince; and the laſt, from one who 
told him, that if ſhe was ſure of his diſ- 
cretion, ſhe would make a voyage with 
him to the Ifland of Cythera. He was 
not ſatisfied with dictating theſe fine epiſ- 
tles; bliged me alſo to ſubſcribe 
them wir tiie names of ladies of quali- 
ty. Upon which, I could not help ob- 
ſerving, that I thought it a tickliſh at- 
fair; but he deſired me to keep my ad- 
vice to myſeif, until he ſhould have oc- 
fron to aſk it. I was therefore obliged 


to execute his commands in ſilence. 


This being done, he got up, dreſſed, put 
the letters in his pocket, and went out; 
and I followed him to the houſe of Don 


Juan de Moncada, who had-invited five 


or {ix gentlemen of his friends to din- 
ner. ; , : 
The entertainment was ſumptuous z 
and mirth, the beſt ingredient in all 


-banquets, reigned during the repaſt. 


All the gueſts contributed to enliven 
the converſation ; ſome by raillery, and 
others by recounting exploits of which 
they themſelves were the heroes. My 
maſter, unwilling to loſe ſuch a fair op- 
portunity of profiting by the letters he 
had made me write, read them aloud, 
with ſuch an air of aſſurance, that (his 
ſecretary excepted) every body ſeemed 
to believe them genuine. Among the 
gentlemen before whom he was guilty of 
this effrontery, there was one Don Lope 
de Velaſco, a very ſedate man; who, 
inſtead f rejoicing, like the reſt, at the 
ſucceſs of the reader, coldly aſked, if 
the conqueſt of Donna Clara had coſt 
him dear. Almoſt leſs than nothing,“ 
retied Ih Matthias ; * ſhe made all the 
* advances. Having ſeen me in the park, 
* I happened to pleaſe her ; upon which 
* 1 was followed by her order; and, as 
* ſvon as ſhe learned who I was, ſhe 
* wrote to me, appointing an aſſignation 
* at her houſe in the night, whea all the 
family ſhould be a-bed. I obeyed the 


© ſummons, and was introduced to her 
I am too much ot a gen- 


At 


* apartment, 


* 


was not difficult to 


©* falſe, and eſpecially that which you 


| good fleep ; but I reckoned without my 


cried I, yawning ; * duſt thou 


2K ; 
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At this laconick detail, the Lord of 
Velaſco changed countenance; and it 
rceive what con- 
cera he had in the lady in queſtion. * All 
© theſe billets, ſaid he, darting a furious 
look at my maſter, ,* are abſfolulely 


* boaſt of having received from Donna 
© Clara de Mendoza, than whom there. 
© is not a more chaſte young lady in 
Spain. A gentleman, no ways your 
* inferior 9 in birth or perſonal 
merit, has done every thing in his 
© power, during two whole years, to 
make an impreſſion on her heart; and 
© fcarce has he been able ro obtain the 
* moſt innocent favours; though he has 
* reaſon to * himſelf, that, if ſhe 

Was ca of granting any in- 
l 8 it — be of hi — 
© Heyday 1 who ſays 


any thing to the 
* contrary ?* ſaid Don Matthias, with 
an air of raillery, 


© I agree with you, 
that ſhe is a lady of honour ; and, 
* for my part, I am a young fellow of 
© honour; conſequently you ought to 
* believe, that nothing which was not 
very honourable paſſed between us.'— 
* Ah! this is too much,” cried Don Lope, 
intecrupting him; * jeſting apart, you 
* are an impoſtor. Donna Clara never 
made an aſſignation with you at night; 
* and I will not ſuffer you to blacken her 
reputation. I ſhall ſay no mare at 
* preſent.” Having thus expreſſed him- 
ſelf, he looked ſternly at the whole com- 
pany, and retired in ſuch a manner, as 
to make me believe that this affair would 
have very bad conſequences. My maſter, 
who was brave enough fora lord of his 
character, deſpiſing-the threats of Don 
Lope, What a fool there is!" cried 
he, burſting into a fit of laughter ; 
your knights-errant pretended only to 
maintain the beauty of their miſtreſles ; 
but he, forſooth, muſt vindicate the 
© chaſtity of his. Now, this to me ſeems 
« ſtill more extravagant.“ | 
Velaſco's retreat, which was in vain 
oppoſed by Moncado, did not at all diſ- 
turb the banquet ; the cayaliers, withour 
taking much notice of it, continued Heir 
mirth, and did not part till next morn- 
ing at five o'clock, when my maſter and 
I went home to bed. I was overwhelmed 
with drowzineſs, and hoped to enjoy a 


oft, or rather without our porter, who 
came and wakened me an hour after, 
telling me that there was a young man 
at the gate, who wanted to ſpeak with 
me. Ah, curſe- thee for a porter J“ 


that I have juſt now got to bed? Tell 
© the young man that I am aſleep, and 
© bid him return at another time.'—* He 
* muſt ſpeak with you inſtantly,” replied 
he; for he aſſures me, that the affair 
will admit of no delay.“ At theſe 
words, 1 got up; and putting on my 
breeches and doublet only, went to the 
door, curling all the way. Friend,“ 
ſaid I to the young man who waited for 
me, let me know, if you pleaſe, what 
* preſſing affair procures me the honour 
© of ſeeing you ſo early in the morning : 
1 have,” anſwered he, a letter for 
Don Matthias, to be delivered into his 
* own hand. He muſt read it imme - 
« diately, for it is of the utmoſt conſe- 
© quence to him; I beg you will there- 
© fore ſhew me into his chamber.” 
Thinking it treated of ſome very im- 
portant affair, 1 took the liberty of wak- 
ing my maſter : I aſk pardon,“ ſaid 1 
to him, * for interrupting your repoſe ;z 
but the importance” What would(t 
thou have ?* cried be haſtily ; upon 
| which the young man who accompanied 
me, ſaid, My Lord, I have a letter for 
« you, from Don Lope de Velaſco." 
Don Matthias took, opened, and having 
read it, ſaid to Don Lope's valet, 
© Hark'e, child, I would not get up be- 
* fore noon to make one in the beſt par- 
ty of pleaſure that ever was propoſed ; 
judge, then, if I ſhall riſe at ſix o'clock 
in the morning to fight. Thou ayeſt 
© tell thy maſter, if he will be in the 
© ſame place half an hour after twelve, 
© 1 will meet him there.” 80 ſaying, he 
ſunk down in his bed, and fell aſleep 


again with great expedition. | 
Between eleven and twelve he got 
up; and, dreſſing with great compo- 
ſure, went out, telling me, he would 
diſpenſe with my attendance; but 1 
was too curious to know the conſe- 
uence, to obey him in this; and there. 
tore walked at ſome diſtance behind 
him to St. Jerome's Meadow, where 
perceived Don Lope de Velaſco wait- 
ing for him in « reſolute manner. The 
better to obſerve them, I concealed my. 
ſelf; and, from afar, could ſee them 
meet, and begin to fight a moment 
after. The combat was long ; each, 
in his turn, having puſhed his anta- 
oniſt with great vigour and addreſs ; 
5 victory declared for Don Lope, 
who run my maſter through.the. dody ; 
and, leaving him ſtretched upon the 
ground, made off, very well ſatisfie 
with the vengeance he had taken. I. . 
ran up to the unfortunate Don Mat. 


conſider | 


- 


No. T7» | 


4 
* 


thias, whom 1 found without ſenſe, 
NM 8 | and 


| 
| 


: 
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not forget my own little concerns; but 


without ſpeaking a ſyllable of the mat. 
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and almoſt without life. I was melted 
at the fight, and could not help ſhed- 
ding tears, dt à death of which 1 had 
Been ah involuntary inſtrument. Not- 
withſtanding my grief, however, I did. 


returned Home with all haſte; where 


ter) I made np a bundle of my eloaths; 
among which IF threw, by miſtake, ſome 
of my maſter's moveables ; and when- 
Had carried it to the barber's houſe, 
where 1 had left my infriguing ſuit, 
Publiſhed through the whole city the 
fatul' accident, of which I was witneſs : 
1 told it to every body who gave me 
the heating; and, in particular, took 
care to inform Rodriguez of what had 
happened; He ſeemed leſs afflicted with 
the news, than buſted about the mea- 
fares He was to take on this occaſion. 
Having aſſembled tlie ſervants, he or- 
dered them to follow him; and repair- 
ing · in a body to St. Jerome's Meadow, 
we took up our maſter; Who, though 


he ſtil} breathed, died in three hours” 


after he was carried to his own houſe. 
Thus periſhed Don Matthias de Silva, 
for having, taken it into his head to read 
forged love-letters at an unſeaſonable 
time. . ; ” 


CHAP. IX. 


Of the perſon in whoſe ſervice he enga a | 
. efter the death of Don Matthins de 


ilua. 


Fe days after the funeral of Don 
Matthias, all his ſervants being 
aid and diſmiſſed, I fixed my abode in 
he houſe of the little batber, with 
whom I began to live in ſtrict friend- 
ſhip-; and there I promiſed myſelf more 
pleafure than with Melendez. As 1 
did not want money, I was in nv hu | 
to enquire about a he- place: beſides; 
F was beeome nioe- on that point, and 
reſolved to ferve none but the quality 
for the future ; for which reaſon I in- 
tended to examine natrowly into 'What- | 
ever poſt mould occur, . beheving that 
there was none too good for me; fo much 
did 1 then think the valet of a young 
noble man preferable to all others. | 
In the meati time, untit fortune ſhould 
13 ſuch a family as I thought I de. 
erved, I imitgined nothing could be 
more agreeable than to conſecrate my 
jeiſure to my handſome Laura, whotn i 
had not ſcefi ſihre that night when we 
were both fo Ry unteceived. 1 
durſt not dreſs in the ſuit of Don Cæſut 


— 
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it for a diſguiſe) would have made me 
paſs for a down-right madman; but my 
own was ſtill very decent, and being 
| very well equipped in ſtockings, ſhoes, 
and hat, I adjuſted myſelf, with the, 
barber's aſſiſtance, in a middle way, be- 
tween Don Cæſar and Gil Blas, and in 
this condition reptired to Arſenia's 
houſe ; where, finding Lauta alone, in 
the ſame parlour where 1 had ſeen her 
before, ſhe no ſooner perceived me, than 
ſhe cried, * Ha! are you there? I thought 
1 Had loft you. Seven or eight days 
| * are paſſed ſince I gave you the per- 
* miſhon of viſiting me: I ſee you don't 
© abuſe the liberties in which the ladies 
c itidulge you.“ 


1-excyſed myſelf on account of my 
. and the buſineſs in whic 
I h n engaged ; and added, in a 
very polite manner, that even — 
midſt of all my cares, the fair Laura 
had ſtill kept poſſeſſion of my heart. 
« Well, then,“ ſaid ſe, © I will reproach 
you no more; but own, that I have 
Ealfo thought of you; and as ſoon as 1 
heard of the mi fortune of Don Mat- 
© thſas, formed à project, which perhaps 
« will not diſpleaſe you. Some time 
ago, I heard my miſtreſs ſay, that ſhe 
« wanted to have a kind of ſteward in 
the Houſe; a young man who ſhould 
© underſtand &conomy, and keep an 
© exact account of the money diſburſed 
for honſq-keeping. I have caſt my 
eyes on your lordſhip, and believe you 
would not be an improper perſon for 
that employment.'—* I perceive,” an- 
ſwered I, * that 1 ſhould atquit my ſelf 
in it to a wonder; for I have tread 
Ariſtotle's Oeconomicks; and as to 
© keeping accounts, it is my chief ex- 
* cellence. Bur, child,“ added 1, there 
is one objection to my engaging in 
| © Arſenia's ſervice./==4 What may that 
t Ye ?' faid Laura. 1 have ſworn,” 1 
rephied, * never to ſerve a plebeian ; 
© nay, I have ſworn by Styx; and if 
Jupiter himſelf durſt not violate that 
© oath, judge if a valet ought not to re 
t fard it.. Whom doft thou call 
* plebeians ?* © faid the chamber-maid, 
with an att of diſdain. * Doſt thou rank 
actreſſes with the wives of colnfellors 
© and attornies? Know, friend; that the 
ladies of the ſtage are not only noble, 
*but arch-noble, by the alliances they 
contract with men of quality.” 
© If that be the cafe, my princeſs,” 
ſaid I, * 1 may accept of the place for 
which you have deſtined' me, without 


ö 


de Ribera, Which (umefs I had aſſumed 
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© dervgatitg from the dignity of my re- 
| 6 fotutivn , = Certainly,” 7. replied, 
' te 
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t the ſervice of a theatrical heroi 


« till -to- maintain the ſame ſphere of 


life; for we rank in all reſpects with 
* the quality: we keep equipages like 
them; we hve as well; and, at bot- 
tom, ought to hold the ſame eſteem in 
civil life. Really, added ſhe, * if we 
* conſider a marquis and a player, 
through the courſe of a day, we ſhall 
find them upon a pretty equal footing : 
for, granting that the marquis, during 


three parts of the day, is, by virtue of 


-+ his blood, ſuperior to the player; the 
..* attor, during the remaining part, is 
* raiſed 
« by the cue of an emperor or king 
+ © whom be repreſents. This, in my 
© opinion, inveſts us with fu bility 
and grandeur as at leaſt e us to 
« the people at court.“ O! truly,” I 


replied, you are, without contradiction, - 


on a level with the conrtiers. What 
the deuce ! players, I find, are not ſuch 
fſcums as I imagined ; and you fire me 
© with inclination to ſerve ſuch honour. 
£ able people. —“ Well, then,” ſaid the, 
© come back again in two days: I aſk 
no more time to diſpoſe my miſtreſs 
for thy reception? I will ſpeak to her 
in thy behalf; and as I have ſome in- 
« tereſt with her, am perſuaded that thou 
« wilt be admitted into her ſervice,” 

I thanked Laura for her friendſhip, 
and aſſured her, that 1 was penetrated 
with gratitude, which 1 expreſſed: with 
ſuch tranſports, as left her no room to 
doubt my ſincerity. We maintained 

a pretty long converſation together, 
| — it would have laſted longer, had 
not a little page come to tell my prin- 
ceſs that Arſenia wanted her; upon 
which we parted. I quitted the houſe 
of this actreſs, in the ſweet hope of 
living in it at my eaſe in à very ſhort 


time; and did not fail to return at the 


time appointed, I was juſt expecting 
< thee,” ſaid Laura, in order to aſ- 
£ ſure thee, that thou art now one of 
* the bouſhold : come, follow me, and 
«1 will preſent thee to my. miſtreſs.” 
So ſay ing, ſhe carried me into an apart- 
ment, compoſed of ſive or {ix rooms on 
a floor, each more richly furniſhed than 
the other. 4 IP 
Heavens what luxury and magni- 
ficence | I believed myſelf in the pa- 
lace of a vice-queen ; or rather thought 
I ſaw all the riches in the world amaſſ- 
ed together in one place: for there was 
a variety of things produced in different 
nations; and one might term this, 


) aparte 
ment che temple at ſome gaidets, to 
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whom every traveller preſented an 
offering of the rarities of his country. 
I perceived the divinity Feated on 'a 
large ſatin conch, charmiag to the eye, 
and fleek with the ſteams of ſacrifice: 
ſhe was in a genteel diſhabille, and her 
fair hands were buſy in preparing a 
new head-dreſs, in which the Was to 
— that night. Madam, ſaid 
r maid, * here is the houſe - Keeper 1 
mentioned. _4 can aſſure you, that 
© you will not find one more for your 
© purpoſe.* Arſenia looked at me very 
attentively, and I had the good fortune 
to pleaſe her. Aha, Laura l' cried 
ſhe, there's a pretty young fellow | f 
« foreſee that I ſhall be very well ſatis- 
« fied with him.“ Then addreſſiag her- 
ſelf to me, Child,“ ſaid the, 1 like 
* your appearance, and am at a word: 
© if you ſerve me well, you ſhall have no 
* cauſe to complain.* I anſwered, that 
my whole | ſtudy and endeavour ſhould ' 
be to pleaſe her; and ſeeing that we 
were agreed, went to fetch my cloaths, 
and was inſtalled in my new office. 


CHAP. Xx. 
Which is as ſhort as the foregoing, _ 


| $4 being near play-time, my miſtreſs 
bid Laura and me follow her 10 the 
theatre. We went accordingly to her 
tiring-room, where ſhe put off her or- 
dinary dreſs, and took another more 
magnificent for her appearance on the 
ſtage. 'The curtain being drawn, Laura 
conducted and fat down by me ina place 
where we cauld. both ſee and hear the 
actors perfectly well. 1 was diſguſted 
at the greateſt part of them, doubtleſs 
becauſe Don Pompeio had prejudiced 
me. againſt them, Several, however, - 
were very muchapplauded ; and, among 
theſe, even ſome who put me in mind 
of the fable of the pig. 

Laura told me the nam all the 
actors and actreſſes as theFprelſented 
themſelves; and, not contented with 
this, the ſatirical baggage deſcribed 
their characters nicely, as they appear - 
ed. This here,” faid ſhe, is a noodle. 
That fellow is a brute ;/ and that minx 
* whom yon ſee with an air more lewd 
« than engaging, is called Roſarda ; a 
very bad acquiſition for the company: 
© the: ſhould he enrolled in the troop 
that is railing by order of the viceroy 
of new Spain, to be tranſported forth- 
© with into America, Obſerve that lu- 
* minous Conſtellation advancing; that 


. % 


« fair ſeiting ſun, known by the name 
| of „n had exacted a ſtone 
2 


* 


from " ” 
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© from each of her lovers, as a princeſs 
of Egypt is ſaid to have done hereto- 
fore, ſhe could have raiſed a pyra- 
© mid which would have touched the 
third heaven.“ In ſhort, Laura gave 
no quarter: her malicious tongue did 
not even ſpare her own miſtreſs. 


Nevertheleſs, Iwill confeſs my weak- 
neſs; I was charmed with my cham- 


bermaid, though her character was not 
morally good. She ſatirized ſo agree- 
ably, that I was even in love with her 
malice, Between the acts ſhe got up, 
to go and fee if Arſenia wanted her; 
but inſtead. of returning immediately 
to her place, ſhe amuſed herſelf behind 


the ſcenes, in liſtening to the ſoft 


things that were ſaid by the men who 
flattered her. I follawed her, for once, 
to obſerve; and perceived that ſhe had 
a great many acquaintances.; having 
reckoned no leſs than three actors, who, 
one after another, ſtopped to ſpeak with 
her, and, ſeemed to treat her with great 
Familiarity. This. was not at all agree- 
able to me; who, feeling for the firſt 
time what it was to be jealous, returned 
to my ſeat ſo penſive and melancholy, 
that Laura obſerved it as ſoon as (he 
came back. What is the matter with 
« thee, Gil Blas?” ſaid ſhe with ſurprize. 
© What gloomy demon hath taken pof- 
« ſellion of thee ſince I went away? thou 
© ſeemeſt ſad and dejected.'—+ I have 
© too much reaſon to be ſo, my princeſs,” 
anſwered I; you have alittle too much 
« yivacity in your behaviour; I have ob- 
« ſerved you with the actors.“ A plea- 
« fant cauſe of melancholy, indeed!” ſaid 
ſhe, laughing. How! does that give 
« thee any uneaſineſs? thou art a mere 
£ novice : but thou wilt ſeea great many 
« other ſtrange things among us, and 
© muſt accuſtom thyſelf to our eaſy way 
« of life. Harbour no jealouſy, child; 
© for that, among comedians, is looked 
© upon idiculous: therefore we have 
© none it. Fathers, huſbands, bros 
« thers, uncles, and couſins, with us, are 
the moft complaiſant perſons on earth, 
« and generally make ſettlements for 
« their own family.” | 

After having exhorted me tg take 
umbrage at nothing, but look upon 
every thing with compoſure, ſhe de- 
clared, that I was the happy mortal 
who had found the way to her heart; 
and aſſured me, that her love ſhould 
always reſt on me alone. On this af- 
ſurance, which, however, I might have 
diſtruſted without the imputation of be- 
ing. too ſuſpicious, 
- more to be alarmed, 


I 122 never 
an 


kept my word; | 
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for that very evening I ſaw her in cloſe 
converſation, and heard her laugh hear- 
tily with feveral different men. When 
the play was over, we went home with 
our miſtreſs, where Florimonda ſoon 


afterartived, with three old noblemen 


and an actor, to ſupper. Beſides Laura 
and me, there were, of ſervants in the 
houſe, a cook - maid, a coachman, and a 
page, who all joined in preparing ſupper. 


The cook, Who was no Jefs dexterous 


than Dame Jacinta, was aſſiſted by the 
coachman in drefling the victuals; while 
the ehamber-maid and page laid the 
cloth; and J furniſhed the beaufet with 
the fineſt plate, and ſeveral cups of gold, 
which were offered to the goddeſs of 
the temple. I ſtored it likewiſe with 
bott! the choiceſt wines; ſerving 
in my rſon as cup-bearer, to ſhew 
my miſtreſs that I could turn my hand 
to every thing. The deportment of the 
actreſſes, during the repaſt, filled me 
with admiration : they aſſumed airs of 
conſequence, and imagined themſelves 
women of the firſt rank. Far from ad- 
dreſſing the noblemen with the title of 
Your Excellence, they did not even 
give them that of Your Lordſhip : but 
called them ſimply by their names; 
true, indeed, theſe very noblemen had 
ſpoiled, and made them fo vain, by ſuf. 
fering them to be fo familiar. As for 
the actor, he, like a player, uſed to per- 
torm the hero, treated them without 
ceremony, drank to their health, and 
maintained, (as one may ſay) the upper. 
end of the table. Upon my ſoul,” laid 
I ro myſelf, * when Laura demonſtrated 
the equality of the marquis and player 
in the day-time, ſhe might have added, 
that they are ſtill more ſo in the night, 
* ſince they ſpend it thus in drinking 
together.“ | | 

Arſenia and Florimonda being natu- 
rally wanton, a thouſand hardy expreſ- 
lions eſcaped them, mingled with ſmall 
favours and toyings, which were exqui- 
litely reliſhed by the: e old ſinners. While 
my miſtre(s amuſed rhe: one with a little 
innocent ribaldry, her friend,' ſitting 
between the other two, did not act the 
Suſannah with them, While I was 


conſidering this picture, which had but 


too many charms for a young fellow like 
me, the deſert was brought in: upon 
which I ſet wine and glaſſes on the 
table, and went to ſupper with Laura, 
who waited for me. 7 Well, Gil Blas,“ 
ſaid ſhe, - what is thy opinion of thoſe 
* noblemen thou haſt ſeen ?'—* They 
are, doubtleſs,* anſwered I, adorers 


ſaid 


of Arſenia and Florimonda.'—* No,“ 
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ſaid ſhe, * they are old letchers, who 
« viſit coquettes without attaching / 
« themſelves to them, and aſk only {mall 
* compliances, paving generouſly for 
« trifling favours the receive. Thank 
Heaven] Florimonda and my miſtrefs - 
are at preſent withoutYovers; I mean, 
« ſuch lovers as aſſumt the huſband, and 
want to engroſs all the pleaſures of 
the houſe, 9 they ſupport the 
©« expence of it. As for my own part, 1 
am very glad it is fo; and maintain, 
that a coquette of ſenſe ought to fly 
'« theſe ſorts of engagements. Why ſhould 
© the give up her liberty to a maſter? It 
is better to acquire an equipage penny 
© by penny, than at ſuch a price.” 
When Laura was in a ſpeaking hu- 
mour, (which was almoſt al the 
caſe) words coſt her nothing. ven! 
what a volubility of tongue was ſhe 
miſtreſs of 1 ſhe told me a thouſand ad- 
ventures which happened to the actreſs 
ſes of the Prince's company; and I con-- 
cluded from het diſcourſe, that I could 
not be in a better ſituation to become 
perfectly acquainted with vice, I was 
unhappily of an age when this does not 
create much horror; and beſides, the 
chamber-maid painted theſe irregula- 
rities ſo artfully, that I beheld only the 
delicious fide of them. She had no 
time to relate the tenth part'of the ex- 
loits of the actreſſes; for ſhe had ſpoke 
but three hours when the noblemen 
and player went home with Florimonda, 
whom they conducted to her own houſe. 
After they were gone, my miſtreſs 
giving me money, ſaid, * There, Gil 
Blas, are ten piltcles to go to market 
* to-morrow -morning : five or ſix of 
our gentlemen and ladies are to dine 
* with me, ſo that you muſt take care 
and have every thing in plenty.'— 
Madam,“ anfwered'l, with this ſum 
« PH engage to entertain the whole 
© troop.'—' Friend,“ replied Arſenia, 
* be ſo good as to correct your expreſ- 
 *fions: you muſt not call them the 
* troop, but the company. We ſay, a 
* troop of thieves, a troop of beggars, 
* and a troop of authors; but learn to 
* fay, a company of comedians. The 
corps of actors in Madrid eſpecially, 
* deſerve to be called a company.“ I 
aſked pardon for having uſed Gor a diſ- 


reſpectful term, and moſt humbly beg- 
ſhe would excuſe my ignorance ; 
proteſting, that for the future, whenſo- 
ever I ſhould mention the gentlemen 
actors of Madrid in a collective ca- 
pacity, I would always call them the 
company. ' | N 


! 


loufly to it's commandments. 
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How the players lived together ; and their 
treatment of authors. * 


Went to market next morning, in 
order to begin my office; of butler; 
and as it was a meagre day, bought, h 
order of my miſtreis, ſome good fat Pr | 
lets, rabbits, partridges and other wild 
fawl ; for as the gentlemen players were 
not altogether ſatisfied with the behavi. 
our of the church towards them, they 
did not thiok proper to adhere ſcrupu- 
I brought 
home more victuals than would have 
ſufficed twelve honeſt gentlemen, during 
three days in carnival time; ſo that the 
cook had work enough for the whole 
morning. While ſhe prepured the din- 
ner, Arſenia got up, and remained at 
her toilet till noon, when Signiors Roſi- 
miro and Ricardo (two actors) arrived: 
Conſtantia and Celinaura (two actreſſes) 
came ſon after; and at laſt Florimonda 
appeared, accompanied by a man who 


had, all the appearance of a coxcomb. 


His hair was tied behind in a very fop- 
piſh manner, his hat adorned with a 
plume of green feathers, his breeches 
ſmooth and ſtraight, and his ſhirt, which 
was very fine, was bordered with a 
handſome lace, diſplayed at the flaſhes 
of his doublet. His gloves and hand- 
kerchief were contained within the hilt 
of his ſword, and he wore his cloak with 
a grace altogether peculiar. 

Though he had a good mien, and was 
very well made, I no ſooner faw him, 
than remarking in him ſomething fin- 
gular, I ſaid to myfelf, * This gentle- 
man muſt certainly be an original.“ 1 
was not miſtaken; for he was a man of 
a very extraordinary character. As 
ſoon as he entered Arſenia's apartment, 
he ran with open arms, and embraced 
the actreſſes and actors, one after ano- 


| ther, with geſtures more extravagant 


than thoſe of the beans. My opinion 
was not changed wheh T heard him 
ſpeak ; for he made affected pauſes, and 
pronounced his words with great 'em- 
phaſis, accommodating his looks and 
geſtures to the ſubje&t. Having aſked 
Laura who that gentleman was, *Tdon't 
wonder,“ ſaid ſhe, at thy curioſity: it 
is impoſſible to ſee and hear Signior 
© Carlos Alonſo de la Ventoleria, even 
for once, without feeling the ſame emo- 
© tion; I will deſcribe him to the life. 
© In the firlt place, he has been aplayer ; 
© but quitted the ſtage through whim, 
and now repents in earneſt. His black 


| hair which thou ſeeſt, is dyed, as Well 
| '© as 
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* as his eye: brows and whiſkers; for he is | f when perſons of a certain rank are 
older than Saturn: but as his parents, ].* concerned,” * . 
when he was born, negleCted to have“ Gentlemen,“ ſaid Florimonda, in- 
© his name inſerted in the pariſh-regiſter, | terrupting- him, * truce witk your in- 
he takes the advantage of their omif- | * trignes, if you pleaſe; they are very 
« fion, and calls hiqſelf younger than he | * well known to all the world, and let 

_ © is by twenty good years at leaſt, He | us talk of Imenia. They ſay, that 
is, moreover, the moſt ſelf.- congeited | * nobleman who has ſpent ſs much 
man in Spain, though he ſpent the firft | © money upon her, has left her at laſt,'— 
ſixty years of his life in the groſſeſt ig- | * Yes, truly,” cried Conſtantia > * and 
* norance; but in order, to become | * I'll tell you more: ſhe has loſt a little 
* learned, he employed a preceptor, who citizen, whom The certainly would 

has taught him to ſpell in Latin and | have ruined, I know the foundation 
Greek. Belides, he has got an infinite | £ of the whole affair; her Mercury 
number of good ſtories by heart, which | 4 committed a terrible blunder, by car- 

© © he has repeated and-vouched ſo often, | #-rying to the nobleman 2 letter ſhe had 
© that at length he actually believes them | * wrote to the citizen, and giving this laſt 
to be true. Theſe he brings into con- the billet intended for the lord.'— 
© verſation, and one may ſay, that his IT are great loſſes, my dear,” re- 
vit ſhines at the expence of his memo- | plied Horimonda. O! as for the no- 
* ry. He has the character of being a | © bleman,” ſaid Conſtantia z.* there is no 
great actor, and I piouſly believe it; | © great matter; he;had ſpent almoſt his 
but, nevertheleſs, I will own that he | whole eſtate : but the citizen had juſt 
does notpleaſe me. Thear him repeat | began his career, and had never paſſed 
* ſometimes in company, and among | through good hands, which is a thou- 
other faults, think his pronounciation. | © ſand pities,? 
too much affectyd, and his voice ſo In this manner they diſcourſed before 
« quavering, that it gives an antick and | dinner, and their converſation turned 
© ridiculous air to his declamation. on the ſame ſubjects while they were at 

Such was the picture that my (weet- | table, But as Lſhould never havedone, 

. .heart drew of this honorary ſtage-play- | if-I undertook to repeat all the expreſ- 
er; Who was really, in his deportment, I fions full of malice and folly which 1 
the moſt haughty mortal I had ever (een. | heard, I hope the reader will excuſe me 
He played the orator too, and did not | for ſuppreſſing them, in order to de- 
ſail to produce from his budget two or | ſcribe the reception of a poor devil of an 
three ſtories, which he uttered with a | author, who came in towards the end of 
ſtudied air of ſolemnity. On the other | the repaſt. | 
hand, the actreſſes and actors, who did Our page came, and ſaid aloud to his 
not come there to hold their tongues, | miſtrels, Madam, a man in marvel- 
were not ſilent ; but began to talk of | * lous foul hnen, bedaggled all over, and 
their abſent comrades, not in a very cha- | * who, ſo pleaſe yan, looks very like a 
ritable manner indeed; but this muſt | poet, wants to. ſpeak with you.“ 
be pardoned in players as well as in | Shew him up,“ anſwered Arſenia. 
authors. The converſation, therefore, | * Don't ſtir, gentlemen ; 'tis but an au- 

| kindling againſt their neighbours, * You | * thor.* Sure enough, it was dne whoſe 

cannot gueſs, ladies,“ ſaid Rofimiro, | tragedy had been received; and who 
a anew piece of fineſſe of our dear con- | brought a part for my miſtreſs. He was 
© federate Ceſarino. He this mornin called Pedro de Moya; and, as he en- 
« purchaſed ſilk ſtockings, ribbands — tered, made five or fix profound bows 
* lace, which he ordered a page to bring | to the company, who neither got up nor 
to the rehearſal, as if ſeat by a certain] returned his compliment. Arſenia on- 
£ counte(s.*—* Such a piece of knave- | ly anſwered his profuſion af civility by 
* ry !* ſaid Signior de Ventoleria, with | a flight inclination of her head. He ad- 
a filly, vain ſimper ; there was no {auch | vanced into the room, trembling and 
« deceit in my time: we never dreamt | confufed, and let his gloves and cloak 
* of compoling ſuch ſtories; the ladies | fall; which having taken up, he ap- 

- © of quality, indeed, ſpared us the | proached my miſtreſs, and preſented to 
© invention, by making the purchaſe | her a paper, with more reſpect than that 
* themſelves; it. was their fancy.'— | of a counſellor, when he delivers a pe- 

_ © Zooks!” ſaid Ricardo, they have that | titiontoa judge; ſaying, Be ſo good, 

* fancy ſtill; and was 1 permitted to | Madam, as to accept of this part, 

explain myſelt but one muſt be ſilent 4 which I take the liberty to offer.“ She 
aon theſe ſort of adyentures, eſpecially || received it in a cold and diſdainful man- 
| 7 ner, 
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* 


1 
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His comp 


* 


imprudence. He retired, therefore, 


ſpeak of anthors with 
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ner, without even deigning to anſwer 
ment. Ras £544 
This, however, did not difcoura 
our author; who, making uſe oft 
opportunity to diſtribute the different 
parts of his play, gave one to Roſimiro, 
and another to Flotimonda, who did not 
treat him a whit more courteouſſy than 
Arfenia had done. On the contrary, 
the players, naturally very obliging, as 
theſe gentlemen commonly are, inſulted 
him witththe moſt cutting raillery ; which 
Pedro de Moya felt, but durſt not re- 
tott, leſt his piece ſhould ſuffer by his 


without ſpeaking, but ſenſibly touched, 
as 1 perceived with his reception; and 
1 behieve that, in the bitterneſs of his 
reſentment, he did not fail to curſe with- 
in himſelk the players, as they deſerved; 
and they, when he was gone, began to 
eat reſpect. 


Signior Pedro de Moya, ſaid Florimon- 


da, did not ſeem to go away very well | 


© ſutished.” 

. © Pſhaw, Madam!“ cried Roſimiro; 
© don't diſturb yourſelf about that; au- 
© thors are not worth notice: if we. 
© ſhould treat them on equal footing, it 
* would fpoil them: I know theſe for- 

gentlemen ; they wonld ſoon forget 


4 
6 „ themmfelces. Let us, therefore, uſe 


© them like ſlaves, and we need not fear 
© that we ſhall tire their patience; for 
though their diſpleaſure may detach 
them from us fometimes, the fury of 


* writing will bring them back, and they | 


will think themſelves very happy, pro- 


* vided we deign to act their perform- 
* ances, “ Yon are in the right,” ſaid 
Arſenia; we only loſe thoſe authors 
* whoſe fortunes we have made; for as 
* ſoon as we have procured a good ſet- 
* tlement for them, idleneſs takes poſ- 
© ſeſfion of them, and they work no more. 
* Luckily the company don't break their 
hearts, and the publick is no loſer by 
their floth." 

Theſe fine obſervations were much 
applauded, and it was determined, that 
authors, notwithſtanding the ill treat- 
ment they receive, owed their all to the 
players, who therefore claimed the ſu- 
periority over them; and, certes, they 
could not deſpiſe them more. 


CHAP. XII. | 


Git Blas acquires the theatrical tafie; aban+ | 


dots himſelf to the pleaſures of a comich 


. life, with whith, however, he is diſguſted. 
25 


in a little time. 


2 company remained at table 


until the hour arrived of going to 
e 2 
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body. I followed, and once more ſaw 


trinity every day. 
and inſenſibly became reconciled to the 


was particularly charmed with thoſe 
who ranted and Viſtorted themſelves 
moſt upon the ſtage, and was not at all 
ſingulax in this wy of thinking. 

The beauty ofthe 
ed me no lefs than the beauty of repre. 


ſome of them; and among the reſt, was 
prodigioufly fond of rhofe, where all the 
catdinals or the twelve peers of France 

peared, 


entitled, the Queen of Flowers. The 
" Roſe, who was queen, had the Violet 
for a confidante, and the Jeſſamin for 
her uſher. I thought nothing could be 
more ingenious than theſe works, which 
I imagined did a great deal of honour to 

the taſte of wir nation. 
I not only adorned my memory with 

the brighteſt paſſages from theſe drama. 
tick maſter-pieces ; but ſet about bring - 
ing my taſte to perfection, which to ac. 
compliſh, I liſtened with a greedy atten- 
tion to all that the players faid. If they 


tt... — 


and whatſoever met with their difa 
.probition, was immediately deſpiſed b 
me: I thought they were as ſkilful 3 
lays, as jewellers are in diamonds. 
evertheleſs, Pedro de Moya's tragedy 
had great ſucceſs, although they had 
prognofticated it's damnation. But 
even this could not make me ſuſpect 
their judgment; and I choſe rather to 
believe that the publick wanted common 
ſenſe, than to doubr of the company's 
infallibility. I was affured, however, 
from all quarters, that thoſe new pi 
of which the players had no good opi- 


plauded ; and that, on contrary, 
thoſe which they received with appro- 
bation, were commonly hifſed by the 
audience. I was told, that it was a 
maxim with them to judge erroneouſly 
of the works that were preſented to 
them, and was informed of a thouſan 

inſtances where the ſucceſs belyed thei 

determination; but all theſe proofs were 


—_— 


ſtanding. | | 2 
1 ſhall never forget what happened 

one day, in the firſt repreſentation of à 

new comedy, which the players had 


pronounced cold aud tedious, and ae- 


the theatre, whither they repatred in 4 


the play; which gave me ſuch pleaſure, 
that I refolved to take the fame oppor. . 
In this I did not fail, 


actors; fuch is the force of cuſtom: 1 


rformayc# touch. 


ſentation ;| I was quite tranſported with 


I remember that, in twa - 
days,'I got by heart a whole comedy, 


pratſed any performance, I eſteemed it 


nion, were, uſnally, vert much ap- 
the 


ſcarce ſufficient to diſabuſe my under 


tually 


— 
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tually thought unpaſſable. Ia theſe 
fentiments they performed the firſt act, 
which met with great applauſe, and 
quite aſtoniſhed them. . The ſecond act 
was played, and ſtill better received 
than the firſt ; upon which the actors 
were confounded. * How the devil 


——— — — 


ſaid Roſimiro, is it poſſible that this 


comedy ſhould take?“ At laſt, they 
acted the third, which gave more plea- 
ſure than the two former. I can't 


* comprehend the meaning of this!“ 
We imagined that this 


ſaid — | 
« piece would not pleaſe, yet every 
6 body is charmed with it 17— Gen- 
* tlemen,” ſaid one of them very plainly, 
© the reaſon is, becauſe there are a thou- 


« ſand ſtrokes of wit in the performance 


* which we have not obſerved.” _ 
I I no longer, therefore, looked upon 
the players as excellent judges, but be- 
came a juſt appraiſer of their merit : 
and, indeed, they. juſtified to a tittle 
all the ridicule they met with from the 
world; for ſome of the actors and ac- 
treſſes were giddy with applauſe, and 
conſidering themſelves as objects of 
admiration, thought they beſtowed a 
favour on the publick when they deign- 
ed to play. I Was ſhocked at their 
faults, but unhappily too well pleaſed 
with their way of life; ſo that I 
plunged into debauchery. How could 
it be otherwiſe ? Their converſation 
was pernicious to youth, and all I faw 
contributed to corrupt my morals. Had 
1 been ignorant of what paſſed at the 
houſes of Caſilda, Conſtantia, and the 
other players, that of Arſenia alone 
was but too capable of undoing me: 
for, beſides the old nobleman I men- 
tioned, there came thither beaus ; young 
heirs whom uſurers enabled to ſpend 
money; and ſometimes alſo farmers of 
the revenue were admitted, who, far 
from being gratified for their preſence, 
as they are in their own aſſemblies, were 
obliged to pay through the noſe for 
their reception. en, 
Florimonda, who lived hard by, 
dined and ſupped every day with my 


miſtreſs ; and people were ſurprized at 
the friendſhip that ſeemed to unite 


them. It afforded matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment to fee coquettes live together in 
ſuch good intelligence; and every body 
- imagined that ſoon or late they would 
quarrel about ſome gallant. Büt the 
world was very much miſtaken in theſe 
perfect friends, who were joined by the 
molt ſolid affection. Inſtead of being 
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jealous of one another, like other wo- 


men, they lived in common; and choſe 
rather to ſhare the ſpoils, than fooliſhly 


diſpute about the inclinations of the men. 


Aura, by the example of theſe il- 


luſtrioug affociates, made the beſt of 


her youth too; and it was not without 
reaſon ſhe had told me, that I ſhould 
ſee ſtrange things: however, E affected 
to be quite eaſy; becauſe I. had pro- 
miſed to adopt the 'unconcern of 2 
player on ſuch occaſions; and thus I 
liſembled for ſome days, contenting 
myſelf with aſking the names of the 
men with whom 1 found her particu- 
larly engaged. . She always anſwered, 
that it was an uncle or couſin. Hea- 
vens | what a crowd of relations ſhe 
had ! Sure her family was more nume- 
rous than that of King Priam; and 
the jade did not eyen confine herſelf to 
uncles and couſins, but alſo went a- 
broad frequently in order to allure 
ſtrangers, by acting the widow ot qua- 
lity, at the houſe of the old woman 
whom I mentioned before; In ſhort, 
Laura (to give the reader a juſt and 
pee idea of her) was as young, as 
andſome, and as much a coquette, as 
her miſtreſs, who had no other advan- 
tage over her, than that of diverting 
the town in publick. I was borne down 
by the torrent for three weeks, during 
which I gave myſelf up to all manner 
of debauchery : but, at the ſame time, 
| muſt obſerve, in the midſt of my plea- 
ſures, I was frequently ſeized with ſen- 
timents of remorſe, that proceeded from 
my education, and embittered all my 
enjoyments. Vice could not- get the 
better of theſe warnings, which aug- 
mented in proportion as I became more, 
debauched; and, by the effect of a happy 
diſpoſition, I began to abhor the di- 
orders of a theatrical life. Ah, wretch !'- 
ſaid I to myſelf ; * is it thus thou ful. 
© filleſt the expectation of thy family 
Was it not enough to cheat it, by 
© chuling another employment than that 
© of a tutor? Does thy ſervile condition 
© hinder thee from living like an honeſt 
* man? or does it become thee to live 
© among ſuch ſinners ? ſome of whom 
© are poſſeſſed by envy, rage, and ava- 
© rice; whilſt others have baniſhed all 
© ſenſe of ſhame. Theſe are abandoned 
to intemperance and ſloth; and thoſe 
© indulge their pride even to an exceſs 
© of infolence. I am reſolved; and will 


© no longer dwell with the {even deadly 


fins.“ 
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"CHAP. I; 

Gil Blas, being diſqufled at the irregula- 
rities of the act reſſes. quits the ſervice of 

Arſcnia, and gets into a more creditable 


Family - 


Remnant of honour al 
religion, which I did not 
fail to preſerve amidſt 
ſuch corruption of mo- 
rals, made me reſolve, 
to leave Arſe- 
off all correſ- 


rupt the pleaſures which engroſs his at- 
tention | Early one morning, 1 bundled 
up my cloaths; and, without clearing 
with Arſenia, who was, indeed, little 
or nothing in my debt, or taking leave 
of my dear Laura, I quiited the houſe, 
where I had breathed nothing bur the 
air of debauchery ; and I had no fooner 

rformed ſuch a good action, than 
Heaven rewarded me for it, by throw- 
ing me in the way of the ſleward of 
Don Matthias, my late maſter. Having 
ſaluted him, he knew me, and ſtopped 
to enquire if I was in any ſervice; to 
which 1 anſwered, that I had been 
about a minute or two out of place: 
for that, after having lived about a 
month with Arſenia, whoſe behaviour 
T did not like, I had left her of my own 
accord, in order to 2 my inno- 
cence. The fleward, as if he had been 
by No. 77. N 1 | 4 | 


{ ſcrupulouſly religious, approved of my 


delicacy ; and told me, that ſince l was 
a young man of ſuch houour, he would 
make it his buſineſs to ſettle me in an 
advantageous place, He performed his 
promiſe, and that very day introduced 
me mto the ſervice of Don Vincent de 
Guzman, whoſes manager was one of 
his acquaintance, | a | s 
I could not have got into a better 
family, and therefore had no cauſe to 
be diſpleaſed with my ſituation in the 
ſequel. Don Vincent was a very rich 


old nobleman, who had lived man 


years without law-ſuit or wife; the 
phyticians having deprived him of his 
ſpouſe, by endeavouring to free her of 
a cough, which ſhe might have preſerved 
much longer, had ſhe abſtained from 
their preſcriptions. Inſtead of marry- 
ing again, he had applied himſelf, wholly 
to the education of Aurora, his only 
daughter, who was then going in her 
ſix and twentieth year, and juſtly paſſed 
for an accompliſhed young lady ; for, 
with an uncommon ſhare of beauty, ſhe 
had an excellent genius, perfectiy well 
cultivated. Her father, though he was' 
no conjuror, poſſeſſed the happieſt ta- 
lent of managing his affairs to the beſt 
advantage ; but had one fault, which, 
however, is pardonahle in old men: he 
delighted in talking, . and above all 
"things, of war and bloodſhed. If any 
body was ſo unfortunate as to touch on 
that ſtring in-his preſence, he inſtantly 
F the plas 42” Be mouth ; and the 
hearers were appy, if they got 
off for the relation of two Geges 8 

N-.: "9 1. three 
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three battles. As he had ſpent two- 
thirds of his life in the army, his me- 


mory was an inexhauſtible ſource of dif- 


ferent actions, which were not always 
liſtened to with the ſame pleaſure that 
he felt in recounting them. Beſides, he 


ſtammered in his ſpeech, and was very 


prolix, which rendered his manner of 
3 very diſagreeable; otherwiſe, I 
never knew a nobleman of a better cha- 
rafter. He had a great deal of equani- 
mity, and. was neither paſſionate nor 
whimſical; a circutnſtance which I ad- 
mired very much in a man of quality. 
Though he was a good œconomiſt, he 
kept an honourable houſe ; his domeſ- 
ticks conſiſting of ſeveral footmen, and 
three women who waited on Aurora, 
I ſoon perceived that the ſteward of 
Don Matthias had procured a good poſt 
for me, and bent all my endeavours to 
maintain myſelf jn it : for this parpgies 
I began by reconnoitering the ground ; 
that is, ſtudying tue different humours 
of every body in the family ; then, re- 
gulating my conduct by the obſerva- 
tions I made, it was not long before I 
acquired the good-will of my maſter and 
all his ſervants. 

When 1 had been about a month in 
Don Vincent's family, I thought I per- 
ceived that his danghter diſtinguiſhed 
me from all the reſt of the valets in the 
houſe. When her eyes were fixed upon 
me, I always remarked a fort of com- 
placence in her countenance, which I 
could not obſerve when ſhe looked at 
my fellows. Had I not lived among 
beaus and players, it wou:d never have 
come into my head to imagine that Au- 
rora could- think of me; but I was a 
good deal (ſpoiled among theſe gentle- 
men, who are ſeldom extremely delicate 


in their ſentiments of the moſt virtuous 


ladies. (If,“ faid I to myſelf, we may 
believe thoſe ſtage- players, they are 
© ſometimes benefited by the whins to 
« which women of quality are ſubject : 
* and how do I know that my miſtreſs is 
free from ſuch caprices? No,” added 
J, I cannot behieve it. She is not one 
* of thoſe Meſſalinas, who, belying the 
© pride of their birth, humble their af- 
« {eQtions ſo unworthily, even to. the 
* duſt, and diſhonour themſelves with- 
© out bluſhing ; but rather one of thoſe 
© virtuoiis, though tender, young ladies, 
© who, ſatisfied with the bounds pre- 
* ſcribed by honour ta their inclina- 
tions, make no ſcruple of inſpiring, 
© as Mell as of entertaining, a delicate 
« paſſion, which yields ainuſement with 
* out danger.“ 


% 


— 
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Theſe were my ſentiments of my miſ- 
treſs, though I did not know preciſely 
how to interpret her behaviour, Ia the 
mean time, as often as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe 
did not fail to ſmile and expreſs her joy 
in her countenance ; ſo that, without 
. tor a fool, a man might have 

een inſnared by ſuch fair appearances: 


1 therefore could reſiſt them no longer; 


but concluded that Aurora was ſtrongly 
captivated with my merit, and looked 
upon myſelf as one of thoſe happy do- 
meſticks, whole ſervitude is ſweetened 
by love. That I might appear in ſome 
meaſure leſs unworthy of the, favour 
which my good fortune had procured 


| for me, 1 began to (ake more care of 


my perſon than I had ever done before : 

I ſpent all the money 1 had in linen, 
eſſences, and. pomatums : the firſt thing 
I did of a morning, was to dreſs and 
perfume myſeif, chat I might net ap- 
pear in diſhabilte before my üg 
and with this attention to my exte riors, 
and other airs I atſumed, in order to 
pleaſe, I flattered myſelf that my hap- 
pineſs was not far off, 

Among Aurora's women, there was 
one called Ortiz, an old gentlewoman 
who had lived more than twenty years 
in the family, and nurTed Don Vin- 
cent's daughter, whom ſhe ſtilt ſerved 
in quality of a duenna, though the na 
longer performed the diſagreeable part 
of that function; but, on the contrary, 
inſtead of diſcovering, as formerly, the 
actions of Aurora, her ſole buſineſs 
now « as to conceal them. One evening 


—_ 


Dame Ortiz, having found an oppor- . 
tunity of ſpeaking to me without bein 

overheard, told me ſoftly, that if I was 
wiſe and diſcreet, I would be in the 
garden at midnight, where 1 ſhould be 
informed of things which I ſhould not 
be ſorry to hear ; 5 anſwered, n 
the duenna's hand, that I would not fail 
to be there; and we parted immediate- 
ly, for fear of being ſurprized. Hea- 
vens| how did the time hang on my 
hands from that inſtant to ſupper (which 
in our family was always over in go 


' time} and from thence to my maſter's 


going to bed! Every thing ſeemed to 
drag on with extraordinary flownels ; 
— to crown my chagrin, when Don 
Vincent retired to his bed- chamber, in- 
ſtead of going to reſt, he began to fight 
over again all nis campaigns in Portu- 
gal, with which he had ſo often ſtunned, 
me before. But one thing, which he 
had never done hitherto, 74 reſerved 


tor this evening, was to tell me the 
names of all the officers who had diſtin- 
Dd * 4+ 
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1 themſelves in his time, and even 
o recount their exploits. What did I 
ſuffer in hearing him to an end! He left 
off ſpeaking, however, at laſt, and got 
— bed. Upon which I went into the 
ittle cloſet where I flept, from whence 
there was a pallage, by a pair/of back 
ſtairs, into the garden, and anointed 
my. whole body with eſſence; 1 then 
put on a clean ſhirt, ſtrongly perfumed ; 
and havin neplected nothing which 1 
thought might flatter the paſſion of my 
miſtreſs, went directly to the place of 
aſſignation. | 
Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded 


that, tired with waiting tor me, ſhe had 


— ge to her apartment, and that the 
appy minute was paſt. I blamed Don 
Vincent for it; and as I was curling his 
campaigns, heard it ſtrike ten. This 
made me believe that the clock went 
* for I was perſnaded that it was 
at leaft an hour paſt midnight,; but I was 
ſo happily miſtaken, that, a good quar- 
ter of an hour after this, I heard ano- 
ther clock ſtrike ten again. Very well,” 
faid I to myſelf; © I have but two whole 
hours to dance attendance, and they 
© ſhall have no reafon to complain of 
my punctuality, What muſt we do 
© till twelve? Let us take a turn in the 
garden, and conſider the part I am to 
© play, which is a pretty new one to me, 
«who am but a novice in the whims 
* of women of quality. I know well 
enough how to behave with Abigails 
and actreſſes; thefe you accoft with 
© familiar air, and come to the point 
* without ceremony; but we muſt go 
© another way to work with ladies of 
© faſhion. The gallant, I imagine, muſt 
© be polite, complaiſant, tender, and 
"© reſpe&ful, though not timorous : in- 
ſtead of endeavouring to haſten tits 
* own happineſs, by the violence of his 
© tranſports, he ought to lie in wait for 
the moment of frailty,” 

Theſe were my reflections, and this 
the conduct I propoſed to obſerve with 
Aurora ; repreſenting to myſelf, that in 
a little time 1 ſhould have the pleaſure 


of ſeeing myſelf at her feet, and of ſay- 


ing a thouſand paſſionate things to that 

miable object. I even recollected all 
the paſſages of our theatrical pieces 
which might. be of ſervice to me, and 

o me honour during our interview; 
and by a ſeaſonable application of theſe, 
I hoped (after the example of ſome 


players whom' I knew) to paſs for a wit, 


though I could onty 8 of a memory. 
Abſorbed im theſe reflections, which 
amuſed my impatience more agreeably, 


* 


than the military ſtories of my maſter, 
I heard the clock ſtrike eleven; upon 
which I plunged again into my reverie, 
ſometimes walking, and ſometimes fit- 
| ting in an arbour at the farther end of 
the garden. The long-expetted hour of 
twelve at laſt (truck; and in a few mi- 
nutes Ortiz, as punctual, though leſs 
[pet nt than I, appeared. Sighior 
Gil Blas,“ ſaid ſhe, accoſting me, how 
long have you been here?” I replied, 
* Two hours. In good ſooth,” ſaid ſhe, 
laughing, * you are very exact: it is a 
« pleaſure to make an aſſignation with 
you. True, indeed,“ continued the, 
with a ſerious air, * you cannot pay too 
© dear forthe happy tidings I have to 
© tell you. My miſtreſs wants to have 
* ſome private converſation with you, 
© | will ſay no more. The reſt is a ſe- 
cet you muſt learn from her own 
mouth. Follow me, and I will con- 
duct you into her apartment.“ So ſay- 
ing, the duenna took me by the hand, 
and led me, in a myſterious manner, 
through a little door of which ſhe 
had the key, into the chamber of her 
miſtreſs. 


"CHAP 1 


The reception that Gil Blas met with from 
Aurora, and the converſation that paſſed 
between them. 9 


- 


Saluted Aurora, whom I found in 
diſhabitle, in the moſt reſpectful 
manner, and with the beſt grace | cotind 
put on; and The received me with a 
ſmiling air, forced me to fit down b 
her, and bade her ambaſſadreſs retire 
into another room. After this prelude, - 
with which I was not ill pleaſed, ſhe 
addreſſed herſelf to me in theſe words. 
© Gil Blas, you muſt have perceived 
that I look upon you in a favourable 
© light, and diflinguiſh you from the 
© reſt of my father's ſervants; and even 
though you may not have obſerved) 
. * by my looks, that I have a regard fo 
you, the ſtep I have taken this nighg 
© will leave you no room to doubt it.“ 
I gave her no time to proceed, but 
believing that I ought, as a' pol te gen- 
tleman, to ſpare her 00 the pain 
of a more formal explanation, I ſtarted 
up in a tranſport, and throwing, myſelf 
at her feet, like 4 (tage hero, who falls 
an his knees before his princeſs, cried in 
4 theatrical tone, Ah, Madam! can it 
be poſſible that Gil Blas, hitherto the 
© foot-ball of fortune, and out-caft 
nature, is ſo happy to have 'inſpir 


c BY with ſentiments—' Don't 
| 2 


This is what I want to be informed 


. make amends for my folly. I aſked but 


' ducted me back into the garden, and leſt 


better to be the. confident than the lover 


co 
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« ſo loud,” ſaid my miſtreſs, laughing, 
© you will awaken my women who are 
©afleep in the next room. Get up, 
* take your ſeat again, and hear me to 
ay end, without interrup: ing me. Yes, 
Gil Blas,* continued ſhe, reſuming her 
gravity, I am your well-wiſher ; and 
* as a proof of my eſteem, will impart 
© to you a ſecret, on which the repoſe 
of my life depends: I am in love with 
* a young gentleman of beauty, for- 
tune, and illuſtrious birth; his name 
© is Don Lewis Pacheco; and although 
© I have ſeen him ſeveral times in the 
Prado, and at publick ſhews, I have 
never ſpoke to him, am even ignorant 
© of his character, and don't know but 
© he may be a perſon of bad morals, 


* of; and having occaſion for a man to 
* enquire carefully about his reputation, 
and bring me a faithful account of it, 
© I make choice of you, and believe I 
run no riſque by intruſting you with 
this commiſſion, in which, I hope, 
© you will acquit yourſelf with fo much 
* diſcretion and addreſs, that I ſhall 
never repent of having made you my 
« confident.” 

Here my miſtreſs left off ſpeaking, 
in order 'to know what anfwer 1 would 
make; and I, though at firſt diſconcert- 
ed at being ſo difagreeably undeceived, 
quickly recollected myſelf, and ſur- 
mounting the ſhame which is always the 
concomitant of unſuccelsful rathneſs, 
expreſſed ſo much zeal for the lady's 
intereſts, and devoted myſelf with ſo 
much ardour to her ſervice, that, though, 
ſhe might ſtill continue to think that 1 
had fooliſhly flattered. myſelf with hav- 
ing made an impreſſion on her heart, 
ſhe ſaw very well that I knew how to 


two days to bring her an actount of 
Don Lewis; after which, Dame Ortiz 
being called 'in by her miſtreſs, con- 


me there, after having ' ſaid, 4 Good 
« night, Gil Blas; I know your punc- 
© tuality ſo well, that I need not recom- 
mend it to you to be carly at the next, 
aſſignation.“ RY 

Ereturned to my chamber, not with- 
out ſome vexation to find my expecta- 
tions baulked : nevertheleſs, I was wiſe 
enough to reflect, that it became me 


| 


of my miſtreſs. I conlidered, too, that 
this might turn out to my advantage, as 
the meſſengers of love are uſually we 


what Aurora deſired. With this view, 
I weat abroad next day, and found no 
difficulty in learning the-place of abode 
of ſuch a noted cavaher as Don Lewis. 
I enquired into his, character. in the 
neighbourhood ; but thoſe to whom I 
applied could not fully ſatisfy my curio- 
lity. This made me repeat my enquiries 
the following day, when 1 was more 
ſucceſsful. Meeting by accident, in the 
ſtreet, a young man of my acquaintance; 
we ſtopt to chat a little; and, that very 
inſtant, a friend of his happening to 
paſs, made up to us, and told his com- 
rade, that he had been juſt turned away 
by Don Pacheco, the father of Don 
Lewis, on ſufpicion of having drank a 
caſk of wine belonging to his maſter. 1 
did not loſe ſuch a fair opportunity of 
being informed of every thing I wanted 
to know, and ſucceeded ſo well by the 
queſtions I aſked, that I went home ve- 
ry well ſatisfied that I was able to keep 
my word with my miſtreſs. I Was to 
ſee her again the next night, at the 
ſame hour, and in the ſame manner as 
at firſt : but 1 did not ſuffer ſo much 
diſquiet that night; and, far from bear- 
ing the converſation of my old maſter 
with impatience, I introduced the ſub. 
ject of his campaigns, waited for twelve 
with the ut1.oft tranquillity, and it was 
not until I had heard the hour repeated 
by ſeveral clocks, that 1 went down in- 
to the garden, void of eſſence and per- 
fumes, reſolved, for the future, to re- 
trench that extravagance. | 

I tound the moſt truſty duenna at the 
rendezvous, and ſhe upbraided me in a 
ſatirical manner, for having abated in 
my diligence. I made no anſwer, but 
let her conduct me into the apartment 
of Aurora ; who, as ſoon as I appeared, 
alked if I had got good intelligence of 
Don Lewis. * Yes, Madam, ſaid I, 
and you ſhall hear it in two words. 
© In the firſt place, I muſt tell you, that 
© he will ſet out very ſoon on his return 
© to Salamanca, in order to finiſh his 
* ſtudies. Be is a young cavalier of 
* honour and 'probity ; and, being a 
gentleman and Caſtilian, his courage 
is not to be doubted ; he has, beſides, a 
* great deal of wit, and his behaviour is 
very agreeable: but that which per- 
© haps. you will like leaſt in him, is a 
* diſpoſition too much a-kin-to that of 
* moſt of our young noblemen, extreme- 
* ly rakiſh. You muſt know that, young 
* as he is, he has already had two ac- 
* treſſes in keeping.'—* Is it poſſible ! 
cried Aurora; Heavens! what morals ! 


paid for their trouble ; and I went to 
bed, in a full relglution to perform 


But are you certain, Gil Blas, that he 
| | leads 
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© leads ſuch a licentious life?“ Oh! 1 
« don't at all doubt it, Madam,” I re- 
plied : © I was informed by a valet, who 
« was turned out of his ſervice this 
morning; and ſervants are commonly 
very ſincere, when they talk of their 
« maſter's faults. Be des, he keeps com- 
* pany with Don Alexo Segiar, Don 
Antonio Centelles, and Don Fernando 
de Gamboa ; and that, alone, is a ſut- 
« ficient demonſtration ot his liberti- 
niſm.— Enough, Gil Blas,” faid my 
miſtreſs, ſighing ; on the credit of your 
report, 1 will combat my unworthy 
« paſſion, which, though it has already 
© taken deep root in my heart, I don't 
« deſpair to overcome. Go,“ added 


ſhe, giving me a little purſe well re- 


pleniſhed, * there's ſomething for your 


trouble: beware of diſcloling my ſe- 


© cret, and remember that I depend upon 
your lilence.” 

I aſſured my miſtreſs, that ſhe might 
make herlelt pertectly ealy on that ſcore, 
for 1 was the Harpocrates * of trulty 
valets. After this aſſurance, 1 with- 
drew, very impatient to know the con- 
tents of the purſe, in which 1 found 
twenty piſtoles. "This made me believe, 
that Aurora would have certaintly given 
me more, had I brought her agreeable 
tidings, fince ſhe paid me fo handſomely 
for ſuch a mortitying piece of news ; 
and 1 repented that 1 had not imitated 
the lawyers, who ſometimes put a gloſs 
upon the truth in the practice of their 

roſeſſion. I was ſorry for having nipt 
in the bud an intrigue, the conſequence 
of which might have been very advan- 
tageous to me: however, I had the con- 
ſolation to ſee mylelf indemuſfied for my 
unſeafonable expence in eſſeuces and 

erfumes. 
a, 

CH A P. III. 


Tie great change that happened in the fa- 

mily of Don Vincent, aud the flrange re- 
ſolution with which love inſpired the fair 
Aurora. | 


I 0 ON after this adventure, Signior 
Don Vincent happened to fall lick ; 
and though he had not been in ſuch an 
advancedage, the ſymptoms of his dif- 
eale were ſo violent, that we had reaſon 
to fear a fatalillie. When he was firſt 
ſeized, two of the moſt famous phyſi- 
cians of Madrid were ſent for: one of 
them was called Doctor Andros, and 
the other Doctor Oquetos ; who having 
examined the patient with great atten- 
tion, were of, opinion that the humours 


* Harpocrates, was the Cod of ſilence. ax 
ö * not 


_—_— 


— — — — — — 


b prey, 
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of his body were in a fate of fermenta- 


tion; but in nothing elſe could t 

agree. We muſt make haſte,* ſaid 
Andros, and purge off the humonrs, 
though they be crude, while they con- 
tinue in this violent agitation of flux 
and reflux, leſt they ſettle upon ſome 
noble part. Oquetos, on the contra» 
ry, maintained, that they ought to wait 
for the concoction of the humours, be- 


| fore they ſhould employ a tathartick. 


* But your method,“ reſumed the firſt, 
vis directly oppoſite tothat of the prince 
* of medicine: Hippocrates orders ca- 
' tharticks in the very firlt days of 
© the moſt ardent fever, awd ſays; in 
* expreſs terms, that we myſt be ready 
*to purge, when the humours are in 
the orgaſm; that is to hy, in a ſtate 
© of fermentation.'—* O] there you are 
* miſtaken,” replied Oquetos ; * Hina. 
© crates, by the word orgaſm, dues not 
* underſtand the fermentation, but the 
* concoction of the humours.” R 
Upon this, the doctors grew paſſio- 
nate; one repeated the Greek text, and 
quoted all thoſe authors who had ex- 
plained it in his way: the other, rely- 
ing on a Latin tranflation, prongunced 
it in a tone (till more vociferous. 
Which of them was in the right?“ Don 
Vincent was not the man to decide that 
queſtion ; but ſeeing himſelf obliged to 
chuſe, beſtowed his confidence on him 
who had diſpatched the greateſt number 
of patients; I mean, the eldeit of the 
two., Andros, therefore, who was the 
younger, withdrew ; not without dart- 
ing ſome ſtrokes of raillery at his ſeai- 
or, on his interpretation of the word or- 
gaſm. Oquetos, who remained trium- 
phant, being a man of Dr. Sangrado's 
principle, began, by ordering his pa- 
tient to, be copiouſly blooded, deferrin 
his cathartick until the humours ſhou 
be concocted ; but death, who, without 
doubt, was afraid the purgation fo ſage» 
ly delayed would deprive him of hin 
12 the concoction, and 
my maſter off. Such was the 
end of Signior Don Vincent ; who loſt 


his life, becauſe his phyſician did not un- 


derſtand Greek! 5 

Aurora having celebrated her father's 
funeral in a manner ſuitable ta his birth, 
took poſſeſſton of his eſtate ; and bein 
now miſtrels of herſelf, diſmiſſed ſome 
of the domeſticks, with rewards. pro- 
portioned io their ſeveral ſervices;, and, 
in a little time, retired to a caſtle, which 
ſhe had on the banks of the Tagus, be- 


tween Sacedon and Buendia. I Was 
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not only one of thoſe whom ſhe retain- 


| 


ed, and carried to the country with hef, 
dut alſo had the good fortune to become 
a neceſſary perſon, Notwithſtanding 
the faithful report 1 had made to her of 
Don Lewis, ſhe was ſtill in love with 
that cavalier; or rather, finding herſelf 
unable to conquer her paſſion, ſhe had 
abandoned herſelf entirely to it; and 
being no — under a neceſſity of 
taking precautions to ſpeak with me in 
private, Gil Blas,“ ſaid ſhe ſighing, I 
cannot forget Don Lewis; in ſpite of 
« all my efforts to baniſh him from my 
thoughts, he is ſtill preſent in my ima- 
* gination ; not ſuch as thou haſt paint- 
ed him, plunged in all forts of de- 
« bauchery ; but fuch as 1 would have 
© him to be, tender, amorous, and con- 
© ſtant.“ So ſaying, ſhe began to melt, 
and could not help ſhedding ſome tears, 
which affected me fo much, that I could 
ſcarce refrain from weeping alſo; and 1 
could not make my court to her more 
effeuatly than by ſympathizing with 
her ſorrow. I fee thou haſt a very ten- 
der diſpoſition, my friend,” added the, 
after having dried her fair eyes; and 1 
am ſo well ſati>fied with thy zeal, that 
© thou mayeſt depend upon being well 
© recompenſed. Dear Gil Blas, I have 
* more occaſion now than ever for thy 
« affiſtance. I will diſcloſe to thee a de- 
© fign which at preſent engroſſes me, and 
© which thou wilt, no doubt, pronounce 
«© very capricious. Know, that I intend 
«© to ſet out immediately for Salamanca, 
« where I will ditguiſe myſelf like a ca- 
& valier, and, under the name of Don 
c Felix, get acquainted with Pacheco, 
« whoſe confidence and friendſhip I will 
« endeavour to acquire: I will often 
_* ſpeak to him of Aurora de Guzman, 
« and call myfelf her coufin ; by which 
« means he will perhaps expreſs a 
© deſire to ſee her; and then my ex- 
© pectation will be anſwered. We will 
« have two different lodgings at Sala- 
«© manc4, in one of which I will paſs for 
© Don Felix, in the other for 33 
© and preſenting myſelf to the eyes of 
Don Lewis, ſometimes metamorphoſed 
into a man, and ſomerimes in my own 
r dreſs, 1 flatter — that I ſhall, by 
© degrees, accompliſh my purpoſe. 1 
© grant,” added the, that this 4 an ex- 
© travagant ſcheme; but I am hurried 
© away by my paſlion, andthe innocence 
© of my intention makes me inſenſible of 
© the riſque T muſt run.“ 
1 wag very much of Aurora's opinion, 
with regard to the nature of her deſign : 
nevertheleſs, how imprudent ſoever 1 
judged it, I took care not to act the pe- 
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my miſtceſs. 
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dagogue; but, on the contrary, began to 
eld the pill, and Utidertook 0 — 
that this mad project was no more than 
an agreeable frolick, that could have no 
bad conſequence, My miſtreſs * was 
pleaſed with this conftrittion,; for lovers 
are charmed with flatrery, even in their 
moſt extravagant fancies. We now, 
therefore, looked upon this raſh enter- 
prize in no other light than that of a co. 
medy, the ſkilfut repreſentation of 
which it was our buſineſs to concert. 


* 


Having choſen our actors from the ſer- 


vants of the family, the parts were di- 
ſtributed without the leaſt quarrel or diſ- 
turbance ; becauſe we were not players 
by profeſſion. It was reſolved, that 
Dame Ortiz ſhould act the part of Au- 
ror4's aunt, under the name of Donna 
Ximena de Guzman, attended by a valet 
and waiting-woman ; and that Aurora, 
dreſſed like a cavalier, ſhould entertain 
me as valet de chambre, together with 
one of her own maids in the diſguiſe of 
a page, to be always about her perſon. 
The characters being thus regulated, 
we returned to Madrid, where we un- 
derſtood Don Lewis ſtil} was, but that 
it would not be long before he would 
ſet ont for Salamanca; upon which we 
ordered the neceſſary dreſſes to be made 
with all diligence ; and when they were 
finiſhed,-my miſtreſs cauſed them to-be 
conveniently packed up, until we ſhould 
find a proper time and place for 
putting them on. Then leaving the 
care of her houſe to the ſteward, the fet 
out in a coach drawn by four mules, and 
took the road to the kingdom of Leon, 
with all thoſe of her ſervants who had 
parts to act in her performance, 
We had already croſſed Old Caſtile, 
when the axle-tree of the coach gave 
way, between Avila and Villaflor, a- 
bout three or four thouſand paces from 

a caſtle, which we perceived at the to 
of a mountain. As night a 83 
we were not a little embarraſſed; when 
a peaſant, paſſing by accident, rid us of 
our anxiety, by telling us, that the caſtle 
which we faw belonged to Donna El- 
vira, widow. of Don Pedro de Pinares 3 
a lady, widſe character he extolled fo 
much, that my miſtreſs ſent me to the 
caſtle, to beg a lodging for one night, 
Elvira did not belye the countryman's 
report, but received me with great affa- 
bility, and favoured Aurora's compli- 
ment with ſuck an anſwer as ſhe deſired. 
We repaired immediately to the caſtle, 
whither our coach was dragged flowly 
by the mules, and at the gate met Don 
Pedro's widow, who came out to receive 
1 will paſs over in * 
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the civil things that were ſaid, on both 
lides,- on this occaſion; and only ob- 
ſerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty much 
advanced in years, but very polite, and 
underſtood how to 2 duties of 
hoſpitality as well as any woman in the 
orld, She conducted Aurora into a 
umptuous apartment, where leaving 
her to repoſe a few moments, ſhe came 
and employed her attention onthe moſt 
minute things that concerned us. Af- 
terwards, when ſupper was ready, ſhe 
ordered the cloth to be laid in Aurora's 
chamber, where they ſat down together at 
table. Don Pedro's widow was not one 
of thoſe people who cloud the honour of 
their ęutertainments with a penſive and 
diſcontented air: ſhe was of a gay diſ- 
poſition, and ſupported the converſation 
in an agreeable manner, expreſling her- 
felf with great dignity and elegance. 1 
admired her underſtanding, and the de- 
licate turn of her thoughts, which ſeem- 
ed tocharm Aurora as well as me. They 
conceived a friendſhip for one another, 
and promiſed to maintain a correſpon- 
dence by letters. Our coach could not 


be refitted till the follow ing day, aud as 


we ſhould run ſome riſque by ſetting out 
late, it was determined that we ſhould 
{tay at the caſtle another night. We, in 
our turn, were ſerved with a profuſion 
of victuals, and our beds were nw leſs 
comfortable than our meals. 

Next day, my miſtreſs found new 
charms in the converſation of Elvira, 
with whom ſhe dined in a large hall, a- 
dorned with ſeveral pictures: one of 
which was remarkable for the beauty 
and wonderful expreſſion of the figures, 
though it preſented a very tragical ſcene 
to the view. A dead cavalier appeared 
lying on his back, and drowned in his 
own blood; but ſeemed ſtill to retain 
a menacingaireven in death. Near him 
lay a young lady in another attitude, 
ſtretched alſo upon the ground; a ſword 
was ſeen plunged in her boſom, and ſhe 
breathed her fal ſighs, fixing her dying 
eyes upon a young man, who ſeeme 
mortally grieved at the loſs of her. 
Ine painter had likewiſe drawn another 
figure which did not eſcape my atten- 
tion: this was, an old man of a good 
mien, who, ſtrongly affected with the 
objects that ſtruck his view, diſcovered 
as much ſenſibility as the youth. One 
would have thought that each of them 
felt the ſame pangs, at fight of theſe 
doletul images, but that each received 


© This navel is ſounded in truth, and i 


* = 
. * 


P 


GIL BLAS OF 'SANTILLANE. 


2 


— — 


the impreſſion in a different manner. 
The old man ſeemed overwhelmed with 
| the profound ſorrow in which he was 
plunged: but there was fury mixed 
with the affliction of the youth. The 
painter expreſſed the whole with ſuch 
ſtrength, that we could ſcarce withdraw 
our eyes from the performance, My 
miſtreſs having aſked what ſtory the 
icture repreſented ; Madam,“ ſaid : 
lvira, *it is a faithful repreſentation of 
the misfortunes of my family.“ This 
anſwer excited the curiolity of. Aurora, 


| who expreſſed ſuch an eager inclination 


to know more, that Don Pedro's wi- 
dow could not diſpenſe. with promifing 
her the ſatisfaction ſhe defired. This 
promiſe, which was made before Or- 
tiz, her to companions and me, detain- 
ed us all four in the hall after din- 
ner. My miſtreſs would have ſent us 
away, but —4 perceiving that we 
longed fervently to hear the explana- 
tion of the picture, had the goodneſs 
to bid us ſtay; ſaying, that the fory 
which the was going to relate, was none 
of thoſe that required ſecrecy ; and im- 
mediately began in theſe words. 


CHAP, iv. 
The baleful marriage @ novel *. 


« OGER, King of Sicily, had a 
© brother and a ſiſter : the firſt, 
called Mainfroy, revolted againſt him, 
© and lighted up a dangerous and blood 
war in the kingdom; but had the miſ- 
« fortune to loſe two battles, and fall 
© into the hands of the king, Who con- 
« tented himſelf with puniſhing his re- 
bellion, by depriving himof his liber- 
© ty. This clemency ſerved ouly to make 
«© Roger pals for a barbarian, in the * 
nion of nas part of his ſubjetts, who. 
© ſaid he had only ſaved his brother's 
life, in order to exerciſe upon him a 
« flow and inhuman revenge. But all 
© the reſt, with better foundation, im- 
puted the harſh treatment that Main- 
* troy ſuffered in priſon, to his filter Ma- 
« thilda alone: for ſhe had, in effect, al- 
© ways hated the prince, and did nat 
© ceaſe perſecuting him as long as he 
lived; but ſhe ied ſoon after him, 
and her death was looked upon as a 
« juſt puniſhment of her unnatural diſ- 
© poſition. 
« Mainfroy having left two ſons, as 
« yet in their infancy, Roger wiſhed to 


Lg 


| 


s the gtound- work of Thompſon's tragedy of Tancred- 
and Sigi munda. | 


« get rid of them; fearing that, when 


— 


« they 


« 


day the throne of Sicily. 


had no children of his own. 
_ © bleſſed, however, with two daughters; 
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« they ſhould arrive at a more advanced 
© age, the deſire of revenging their fa- 
© ther, would induce them to revive'a 


faction which was not ſo much quelled, 


©but that it might occaſion new trou- 
« bles in the ſtate. He imparted his de- 


i ſign to the ſenator Leontio Siffredi, his 


© miniſter; who, to divert him from 
« putting it in execution, undertook the 
education of Prince Henriquez, the 
« eldeſt, and adviſed him to commit the 
Cyoungelt, who was called Don Pedro, 
to the care of the Conſtable of Sicily. 
Roger, perſuaded that his nephews 
* would be brought up by theſe men in 
©that Tubmiſſion and duty which they 

owed to him, left the princes to their 
«conduct; and took upon himſelf the 


care of his niece Conſtantia, who was 


© of the fame age with Henriquez, and 
© only daughter of the Princeſs Mathil- 
da; he furniſhed her with women and 


© maſters, and ſpared nothing in her 


© education. | 

« Leontio Siffredi had a caſtle two 
* ſhort leagues trom Palermo, at a place 
„Called Belmont; and there that miniſ— 
© ter employed himſelt in rendering 
« Henriquez worthy of mounting one 
He ſoon ob- 
« ſerved in that prince ſuch amiable qua- 
© lities, that he applied himſelf to the 
cultivation of them as cloſely as if had 
He was 


© the eldeſt of whom, called Blanche, 
c younger by a year than the prince, was 


* adorned with the moſt perlect beauty: 


© the other, named Porcia, whoſe birth 
© occaſioned her mother's death, was 
« fjill in the cradle. Blanche and Prince 
©Henriquez, as ſoon as they were ca- 
© pable of love, entertained a mutual 
* paſſion; though they had not the li— 
cherty of converling in private. The 


prince, hon ever, did not fail to find 


x I ſometimes, and knew ſo 
« well how to profit by theſe precious 
e moments, that he engaged the daugh. 
* ter of Siſtredi to allow him to execute 
* a project he had -formed. Juſt about 
«this time, it happened that Leontio 
was obliged, by the king's orders, to 
make a journey into one of the moſt 


© remote provinces of the iſland; and” 


during his abſence, Henrique cauſed 
© an opening to be made in the wall of 
* his apartment, that was contiguous to 
* the chamber of Blanche ; ſupplying 
© jt with a ſliding partition of wood, that 
opened and, ſhut, without being per- 
* ceived; hecauſe it was fo cloſely joined 
* to the ceiling, that the eye could not 


* diſcover the artifice. A ſkilful archi- 
* tet, whom the prince had made his 
friend, performed the work with equal 
©diligence and ſecreſy. 7 
« 'through this — the amorous 
© Henriquez introduced himſelf ſome- 
times into the chamber of his miſtreſs ; 
© but he did not abuſe her favour”: for 
* though ſhe was imprudent enough to 
allow him a private eatrance into her 
apartment, ſhe did not condeſcend fo 
far, until he had aſſured her, that he 
* would never aſk any thing that inno- 
*cence could not grant. One night, he 
| * found her very uneaſy, becauſe ſhe 
* had heard that 4 5 was very ill, and 
* had ſent for Siffredi, as high chancel- 
* lor of the kingdom, in order to intruſt 
„him with his laſt will. She repreſent- 
© ed to herſelt already, her dear Henri- 
* quez on the throne, and being afraid 
© of loling him in that high (tation, was 
© under the utmoſt anxiety ; and the 
* tears ſtood in her eyes when he appear- 
ed. „Heavens! you weep, Madam; 
what muſt l think of that forrow with 
© which I. ſee you overwhelmed 2 — 
„Sir, replied'Blanche, „I cannot con- 
* ceal my alarms : the king, your uncle, 
ill ſoon ceaſe to live, and you will 
© ſucceed him. When I, therefore, 
© foreſee how far your new greatneſs will 
© remove yon from me, 1 own, I cannot 
* he uncomcerned. A monarch ſeldom 
„ beholds things with a lover's eye, and 
© that which was his utmoſt ambition 
© ayhile he was a ſubject, affects him but 
« flightly when he 1s on the throne. 
„Whether it be an unhappy preſage, 
or reafon alone that inſpires me, I 
© feel my foul agitated with emotions 
that all my confidence in your good - 
© neſs cannot alluage; and though 1 
„Aare not doubt your generoſity, I can- 
not help diſtruſting my own deſtiny.” 
—** Adorable Blanche!“ replied the 
prince, “your fears are obliging, and 
« juſtify my attachment to your charms z 
but the excefs of your doubts injures 
« my love, and (if I may be allowed ta 
© ſay fo) the eſteem which you owe me. 
©« No! think not my deſtiny and yours 
can ever be ſeparated : believe rather, 
that vou will always be the object of 
„my happineſs and joy. Lay aſide your 
{« fear, therefore, and let it not difturb 
«© ſuch endearing moments.“ —“ Ah, 
Sir!“ anſwered the daughter of Leon- 
* tio, „das ſoon as you are crowped, 
your ſubjects, perhaps, will demand 
© for your queen a princeſs deſcended 
„from a long race of kings, whoſe 
«« ſplendid alliance may add new realms 
* tg 
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«to yours; and perhaps, alas ! you 
ce will anſwer their expectation, even at 
« the expence of your inclination.” 
« Hal why,” replied Henriquez, with 
© fome warmth, ** why are you thus 
« prone to torment yourſelf, by. raiſin 
« ſuch an afflicting image of what will 
„% never happen > Should Heaven di- 
A poſe of the king, my uncle, and make 
« me maſter of Sicily, 1 ſwear that I 
« will-eſpouſe you in Palermo, in pre- 
« ſence of all my court; and I invoke” 
« all that is ſacred to confirm my 
« oath 1 
n Siffredi's daughter was cheered by 
© the proteſtations of Henriquez, and 
© the reſt of their converſation turned” 
on the king's diſtemper : on which 
© occaſion, lenvieues diſcovered the 
goodneſs of his heart, in lamenting | 
© his uncle's fate, with which he had no 
« great reaſon to be affected: the force 
© of blood making him regret a prince, 
© by whoſe death he ſhould acquire a 
crown. Blanche, as yet, did not know 
© all the misfortunes that threatened her. 
© The Conſtable of Sicily had met her 
coming out of her tather's apartment, 
one day when he was at the caſtle of 
« Belmont, on ſome important atfairs, 
< was Captivated with her beauty, and 
© next day demanded her in marriage 
of Siffredi, who conſented to the 
match; but Roger's diſtemper in- 
« tervening, the nuptials were deferred, 
and Blanche knew notking of the 
matter. | 

* One morning, juſt as Henriquez had 
© done dreſſing, he was ſurprized to ſee 
+ Leontio, followed by Blanche, come 
«into his apartment. Sir,“ ſaid that 
©, miniſter to him, the news I bring are 
« afflicting, but the conſolation with 
« which they are attended ought to 
« moderate your grief. The king your 
« uncle is dead, after having left you 
« heir to his ſceptre ; and Sicily is ſub- 
« ject to your ſway. The grandees of 
« the realm, who attend your orders at 
% Palermo, have commiſſioned me to 
receive them from your mouth; and 
« I am come, Sit, with my daughter, 
« the firſt of your new ſubjects, to offer 

« you. our early and ſincere homage.” 
| The prince, who knew very well that 

Roger had laboured two months un- 
« der a diſeaſe that gradually conſumed 
« him, was not much ſurprized at this 
6 piece” of news; nevertheleſs, ſtruck ' 
« with'the ſudden change of his condi- 
tion, he felt a thouſand confuſed emo- 
« tions riſe within his breaſt ; and having 


« addrefling himſelf to Leontio in theſe 


words; Sage Siffredi, 1 hall al- 


* ways look upon you as my father, glo- 
«ry in regulating my conduct by your 


„ counſel, and you ſhall be as much a 


king in Sicily as I am.“ 80 ſaying, 


he advanced to a table on which there 


* was a ſtandiſh, and taking a ſheet of 
paper, wrote his name at the bottom 
© of the page, What are you about to 
do, Sir :” ſaid Siffredi to him. „1 


am going to manifeſt my gratitude and 


| 


« muſed . ſome time, broke ſilence, by | 
No. 77. | 


„ but I 
hope your Majeſty will not take it ill, 


«© eſteem,” anſwered Henriquez, ' pre- 
* ſenting the ſheet to Blanche, and ſay- 
ing, „Receive, Madam, this pledge of 
* my faith, and of the empire over m 

© inclinations, which I now yield to you.“ 


Blanche took it, bluſhing, and made 


this anſwer to the prince: receive 
„with _— the favours of my king; 
epend upon a father; and 1 


that I depoſit this paper in his hands, 
© to be uſed as his pradenee ſhalf direct 
„ am.” * 


She accordingly gave the ſubſcrip-* 


© tion of Henriquez to her father, Wo 


then obſerved 'what'till that moment” 


© had eſcaped his penetration: he dif. 
* cerned the prince's ſentiments, aud ſaid 
to him; *+ Your Majeſty ſhall have no 
* cauſe to reproach me; for I will got 
* abuſe your confidence.” —* My dear” 
* Leontio,” cried Henriquez, interrupt- 
ing him, don't imagineyou can abuſe 
it. Whatever uſe you ſhall make of 
„ the paper, I will approve of your de- 
termination. But go,” added he; “re- 
turn to Palermo, order the prepara- 
tions to be made for my coronation, 
© and tell my ſubjetts, that I will fol- 
* low you immediately thither, in or- 
der to receive their oaths of allegi- / 


„ ance, and aſſure them of my aftec- 


„ tion.“ The miniſter obeyed his new 


'* maſter's order ; and, with his daugh- 


© ter, ſet out for Palermo. 

A few hours after their departure, 
© the prince took the ſame road; more 
© engrofſed by his love, than by the high 
© rank to which he was raiſed. As | 
« ſoon as he arrived in the city, he was 
* ſaluted with innumerable ſhouts of joy; 
and, amidſt the acclamations of his 
© people, entered the palace, where 
+ every thing was already prepared for 
the ceremony, and where he found the 
© Princeſs Conſtantia in deep mourning, 
and to all appearance very much af. 
ſected with Roger's death. As 
+ owed one another a mutual compliment 
© of condolence on the event, they both 
0 3 themlelves very ny 3 

- - © put 
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© but it was more cold on the fide of 
« Henriquez, than on that of Conſtance ; 
* who, in ſpite of the enmity ſubſiſting 
© between their families, could not hate 
the prince. He placed himſelf on the 
' © throne, and the princeſs, ſat on his 
© right-hand, in an elbow-chair not quite 
©ſo high. The grandees of the king- 
dom took their places, each —— 
© to his rank: the ceremony began, a 

© Leontio, as high-chancellor of the ſtate, 
£ and keeper of the late king's will, 
* opened and read it with an audible 
© voice. This deed contained in fub- 
© ſtance, that Roger ſeeing himſelf with- 
* out iſſue, named the eldeſt ſon of 
© Mainfroy for his ſucceſſor, on condi- 


© tion that he ſhould eſponſe the Prin- 
© cels Conſtance ; which if he refuſed to 


© perform, he ſhould forfeit the crown 
of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, his 
© brother, who ſhould enjoy it on the 
© ſame terms. 4 | 

© Herfriquez was confounded at theſe 


© words ; the reſtriftton gave him in- 


© credible pain, which became ſtill more 
© violent, when Leontio, after having 
© read the will, pronounced to the whole 
© aſſembly, . My lords, having report- 
« d the laſt intentions of the late king to 


tour new monarch, that generous prince 


4 conſents to honour his couſin, the 
£« Princeſs Conſtance, with his hand.“ 
At theſe words, Henriquez interrupted 


© the chancellor, ſaying, © Leontio, re-“ 


4% member the writing which Blanche—” 
« Sir,” ſaid Siffredi with precipitation, 
© before the-prince had time to explain 
© himſelf, © here it is. The grandees 
* of the realm,” added he, ſhewing the 
© paper to the aſſembly, „will here ſee 
&« by your majeſty's auguſt ſignature, the 
«eſteem you have for the princeſs, and 
6 the deference you pay to the laſt will 
4 of the deceaſed king your uncle.” 


© Having ſpoke theſe words, he read the 
« deed with which he himſelf had filled 


© the paper, containing the moſt ſolemn 
engagement to marry Conſtance, con- 
© formable to the intention of Roger. 
The hall rung with repeated thouts of 
« all preſent, who cn Long hve 
© gur magnanimous King Henriquez !” 
© for as nobody was ignorant of the 


A © averſion, which that prince had always 


© manifeſted for the princeſs,” it was 


before the whole aſſembly. 


. 2 bh in ſecret tortured the monarch's 
* tout. | "nt 
* Conſtance, who, both on account 
of her own glory, and her paſſion for 
© Henriquez, enjoyed the publick ſatis- 
faction more than any body, choſe this 
time to aſſure him of her gratitude. 
* But the prince, in vain endeavouring- 
to conſtrain himſelf, rece:ved her com- 
* pliments with great affliction; and was, 
indeed, in ſuch diſorder, that he could 
not even perform what decency re- 
* quired, At laſt, yielding to the vio- 
© lence of his paſſion, he apptoached 
Siffredi, whom the duty of his office 
* obliged to be pretty near his perſon, - 
and with a low voice faid, What 
* have you done, Leontio ? The ſub- 
„ ſcription, which I put into your daugh- 
*« ter's hands, was not intended for this 
* uſe. Vou have betrayed—"' Sir, 
„ ſaid Siffredi, interrupting him in a re- 
{© ſolute tone, conſider your own glory 
if you refuſe to follow the will of 
* the king your uncle, you loſe che 
crown of Sicily.” He had no ſooner 
* {poke in this manner, than he removed 
© at a greater diſtance from the king, 
* that he might not have an opportunity 
* to reply. Henriquez remained in the 
© utmolt perplexity, and felt himſelf 
* agitated by contrary emotions. He 
vas incenſed againſt Siffredi; he could 
© not reſolve to abandon Blanche; but, 
© diſtracted between her and the intereſt 
© of his glory, it was ſome time before 
he could come to any reſolution. How-- 
* ever, he was determined at laſt, and 
thought he had fallen upon a method 
o preferve the daughter of Siffredi, 


without renonncing the throne. He 
* teigned ſubmiſſion to the will of Roger, 


and purpoſed, while a diſpenſation for 


his marriage with his couſin ſhould be 


© ſoliciting at Rome, to gain the nobles 
* of the realm by his bounty, and eſta- 
© bliſh his power ſo well, that he ſhould _ 
not be obliged to fulfilit's conditions. 
As ſoon as he had formed this de- 
* ſign, he became more tranquil; and 
turning to Conſtance, confirmed to 
© her what the high-chancellor had read 
But in 
the very moment when. he betrayed 
* himſelf fo far as to plight his troth to 
© her, Blanche arrived in the council 


* hall. She came thither by her father's 
command. to pay her reſpects to the- 
© princeſs, and her ears were ſtruck =_ 
* commotions in the kingdom. But the * the words of Henriquez, at her firſt 

© reading of this paper entirely compoſed entrance. Belides, Leontio, being de- 
© the minds of the nobles and people, } * firous that ſhe ſhould have no cauſe to 
© and excited thoſe general acclamations, doubt of her misfortune, ſaid, * 

3 f f ES 4%, 


© feared, dot without reaſon that he 
would revolt againſt the condition of 
* the will, and by theſe means raiſe 
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© he .\preſented-— her "to Conſtauce, “ nefs ; but death, which. mult bon ed 
% Daughter, do homage to your queen, * my torments, will in a little time rid 
and wiſh herall the ſweets of a louriſh- '. you of an unhappy daughter, who 
4 ing reign and happy marriage.“ - © hys dared to diſpoſe of her heart with- 
This terrible ſtroke overwhelmed the | © out your conſent ,”—** Ne, my dear 
unfortunate Blanche: in vain the en-“ Blanche,“ replied Leontio; live, 
deavoured to conceal her grief; ſhe | © let virtue r-ſume its empire 10 your 


'© bluſhed, and grew pale, alternately, 
and ſhook through every limb. Never- 
'© theleſs, the princeſs had not the leaſt 


-* ſuſpicion of the caufe, but ataributed 


© the diſorder in which ſhe paid her 
compliment, to the perplexity of # 
young creature bred up in folitude, 
and altogether unaccuſtomed to the 
court. It was quite otherwiſe with 
the young king: the ſight of Blanche 
'* abaſhed him; and the deſpair he ob- 
© ſerved in her eyes, tranſported him 
© quire befide himſeif;: He did not 
© doubt that, judging by appearances, 
© ſhe believed him unfaithful. He would 
have been leſs uneaſy, could he have 
© ſpoke to her: but how could he find 
an opportunity, when all Sicily, as one 
may ſay, had it's eyes upon him. Be- 
. * ſides, the cruel Siffredi deprived” him 
* of that hope: for, reading the 
thoughts of theſe two lovers in their 
© looks, aud willing to prevent the 
© miſchief Which the violence of their 
« paſſion might create in the ſtate, that 
© miniſter, in an artful manner, car- 
* ried his daughter ont of the aſſem- 
© bly, and ſet out with her on his re- 
turn to Belmont; reſolved, for more 
reaſons than one, to have her married, 
© as ſoon as poſſible.” | 

© They were no ſooner arrived, than 
© he made her acquainted with all the 
© horror of her fate, by declaring that 
he had e her in marriage to 
the Conſtable; « Juſt Heaven?!” cried 
© the; in a tranſport of grief, which her. 
© father's preſence could not repreſs ; 
« for what direful puniſhment is the un- 
6 fortunate Blanche reſerved!” Her de- 
© ſpair was even ſo violent, as to ſuſpend 
"all the faculties of her ſoul. She-/was 
© ſeized with an univerſal chilneſs, and 
becoming clay-cold and wan, ſwooned 
© away in” the arms of her father. He 
< was affected with her condition; but, 
though he ſhared her affliftion with 
© all the tenderneſs of a parent, his firſt 
© reſolution ſtill remained unſhaken. 
Blanche, at length, recovered her 


© ſpirits,” more through the exquiſite 
rief, han through 
_ © the water which Siffredi ſprinkled on 


s ſenſation of her 


© her face; which perceiving, while ſhe 


opened her languiſhing eyes, „Sir,“ 
«ſaid ſhe, with a feeble voice, «lam 


*zfhamed that you have ſeen my weak« 


« breaſt. The Conſtable's paſſiom dots 
« you honour ; he is the moſt conſfidet- 
©« able match in the kingdom.“ 4 1 
t eſteem his perſon and his merit,” ſaid 
Blanche, interrupting him; “but, Sir, 
«© the king had made me hope —“ 
„% Daughter,” ſaid Siffredi, cutting her 
© ſhort in his turn, I know all that 
© you can ſay on that ſubject. I am 
© not ignorant of your tenderneſs: for 
« the prince, which at another con- 
% juncture 1 ſhould not diſapprove. You 
« ſhould even ſee me eager to enfure 
« you of the hand of Henriquez, if the 
« intereſt of his glory, and that of the 
« ſtate, did not oblige him to beſtow it 
on Conſtance. It is on that condition 
% only, that the late king deſigned him 
« for his ſucceſſor ; and would you have 
him prefer vou to the crown ot Sicily? 
„ Believe me, I ſympathize with you in 
the cruel ſtroke you ſuffer; but ſince 
« we cannot withſtand: the decrees of 
« deſtiny, make one generons effort. 
« Your glory is concerned, in conceat- 
« ing from the kingdom the vain ho 
« with which you. flattered yourſelf. 
.«« Your ſenſibility for the king may 
4% raiſe reports to your diſadvantage} ' 
« and the only means of preventing 
« them, will be to marry the Conſtable. 
« In ſhort; Blanche, this is no time to 
% deliberate. The king yields you for 
«a 'throne, and marries. Conſtance. 
« The Conſtable has my promiſe, which 
« I beg you will perform; and if T 
% muſt uſe my authority to bring you 
„to this reſolution, I order you tb 
% comply.” * Tak th 
« 80 ſaying, he left her to reflect upon 
« what ſhe had heard, hoping, that hav» 
ing maturely conſidered the arguments 
© he had uſed, to ſupport her virtue 
© againſt her incligation, ſhe would re- 
© ſolve, of herſelf, to give her hand to 
the Conſtable. In this he „as not 
miſtaken. But, what pangs did it eoſt 
© the melancholy Blanche, before ſte 
«came to that determination! ſhe was 
in a condition, which; of all others, 
< was moſt worthy. of compaſſion ! Griet 
for ſeeing her preſages of the infide= 
Hy of Henriquez changed into cer- 
« tainty, and for being conſtrained, in 
« loſing him, to give herſelf. away to 


© another, whom ſhe could not love, 
« created in her ſuch violent trabſports 
On TOTS. 
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of affliction, that every moment was 


* attended with new torture. If my 
« misfortune is certain,” cried ſhe, 
« how can I reſiſt it without dying ? 
% Cruel deſtiny! why was I fed with 
« the moſt delicious hope, when I was 


. «« doomed to ſuch an abyſs of miſery ! 


*« And thou, perfidious lover! how 
« durſt thou betroth thyſelf to ano-, 
ther, after thou hadit promiſed eternal 
fidelity to me? haſt thou ſo ſoon forgot 
„ the faith which thou hadſt ſworn ? 
« As a puniſhment for having ſo cruelly 
« deceived me, may Heaven make the 


„ nuptial bed, which thou art going to 


«« ſtain with perjury, not a ſcene of 
„% pleaſure, but remorſe! May the ca- 
% reſſes of Conſtance convey poiſon to 
« thy faithleſs heart! and may thy 
« marriage be as baleful as mine! Yes, 


«« traitor | I will eſpouſe the Conſtable, 


« whom I cannot love, to revenge me 
% upon myſelf, and | v1 me, for 
having made ſo indiſc 

the object of my love! Since my re- 
4 ligion forbids me to make an attempt 
upon my life, the days I have to live 


4 ſhall be nothing elſe than an unhappy 
4 feries of trouble and diſquiet. If 


* thou flill preſerveſt any tenderneſs 
4 for me, thou wilt be mortified at ſee- 
a ing me throw myſelf into the arms of 
«« another; and if thou haſt entirely 
«« fo 
* of having produced a woman, who 
* puniſhed herſelf for having too ſimply 
4c diſpoſed of her heart!” 

In ſuch a ſituation did this unhap- 
© py victim of love and duty paſs t 
© night that preceded her marriage with 
* the Conſtable ; and Siffredi, findin 


her next day ready to comply with | 
© his deſire, made haſte to take the ad- 


vantage of that favourab!2 diſpoſi- 
* tion. He ſent for the Conſtable to 
© Belmont that ſame day, and married 


him privately to his daughter, in the 


© chapel of the caſtle, It was not enough 
© to renounce a crown, to loſe for ever 
* a perſon whom ſhe loved, and beſtow 


| © herſelf upon the object of her hatred; 


but ſhe was alſo obliged to diſſemble 
her ſentiments before a huſband who 
« was inflamed with the moſt ardent 
s pom for her, and naturally of a jea- 
* Jous diſpoſition. Her ſpouſe, charmed 
with the poſſeſſion of what he held 
© moſt dear, was continually in her com- 
C pany, and did not even allow her the 
© {ad conſolation of bewailing her mis- 


© fortune in ſecret. When night ap- 


« proached, the daughter of Leontio felt 
© her affliction redouble ; but what were 


reet a choice of 


me, Sicily, at leaſt, may boaſt. 
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her pangs, when her wo after 
$ haviie undreſſed, left — with 


the Conſtable 1 He aſked, in a reſpett- 


ful manner, the cauſe of that ſorrow 
* with which ſhe ſeemed to be depreſſed; 
* and Blanche, perplexed by the queſ- 
© tion, feigned herſelf indiſpoſed. This 
© deceived her huſband at firſt, but he 
did not long continue in his miſtake: 
* for, as he was really concerned at the 
f . in which he faw her; and 
preſſed her to go to bed, his intreaties, 
* which ſhe miſinterpreted, preſented 
* ſuch a cruel image to her imagination, 
* that, being unable to contain Werſelf 
* any longer, ſhe gave free vent to her 
* lighs and tears. What a ſight was 
* this for a man, who believed himſelf 
* at the very ſummit of his happineſs! 
* He no longer doubted that the afflic- 
tion of his wife pprtended ſomething 
* ſiniſter to his love. Nevertheleſs, 
* though the knowledge of it threw him 
into a ſituation almoſt as deplorable as 
* that of Blanche, he had ſuch command 
* of himſelf, that he concealed his ſuſpi- 
* cions, He redoubled his intreaties, 
* and continued to preſs his ſpouſe to 
go to reſt; aſſuring her, that he would 
* not interrupt the repoſe which ſhe 
* ſeemed ſo much to want. He even 
* offered to call her women, if ſhe 
thought their aſſiſtance could alleviate 
her indiſpoſition, Blanche, encouraged 
* by this promiſe, told him, that her 
* preſent weakneſs only required a lit- 
*tle ſleep. He pretended. to believe 
© her; and going to bed together, they 
* paſſed a night very different from 
* thoſe which Cupid and Hymen beſtow 
* on two lovers inſpired by mutual 


© paſſion. 

While Siffredi's daughter indulged 
© her ſorrow, the Conſtable endeavour- 
© ed, within himſelf, to divine the cauſe 
* that rendered his marriage ſo unhap- 
* py. He concluded there was a rival 
in the caſe; but was bewildered in 
© his own imagination, when he at- 
© tempted to diſcover who that rival 
was; and the ſole reſult of his con- 
jectures was, that he was the moſt un- 
* happy of all mankind. He had al- 


| © ready ſpent two thirds of the night in 


* theſe agitations, when his ears were 
* ſtruck with a hollow noiſe ; and be 
© was not a little ſurprized to hear ſome- 
< body walking ſoftly in the chamber. 
He elieved himſelf miſtaken ;- for he 
© remembered that he himſclf had lock- 
© ed the door, after Blanche's women 
© were gone, and drew back the curtain 
* to diſcover, by the evidence of his 


/ eye, 


© © there. 


- © heard: 
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© eyes, the cauſe of the noiſe which he 
but the light, which Had been 
« left in the chimney, was extinguiſhed ; 
and in a little time he heard the name 
© of Blanche repeated ſeveral times, in 
© a ſoft and languiſhing tone. Then his 
© jealous ſuſpicions were inflamed. to 
* fury, and his honour alarmed, oblig- 


ing him to riſe, in order to prevent 


an affront, or take vengeance for it, 
.* he ſeized his ſword, and moved to- 
.« wards that fide whence the voice, 
© ſeemed to come. Feeling a naked 


© ſword oppoſed to his own, he ad- 
© vanced' the other retired ; he pur- | 


fſued, and the other vaniſhed from his 
.< purſuit. In vain did he ſearch for 
© him, who ſeemed to fly, through all 
* the corners of the room; as much as 
the darkneſs would allow; he could 
* not find him; he op liſtened, ' 
© and heard nothing. All ſeemed to be 
£ jinchantment 1 he went to the door, 
« which he imagined had favoured the 
« flight of the ſecret enemy of his ho- 
* nour, but he found it faſt locked as 
© before. Not being able to compre- 


hend any thing of this adventure, he“ 


© called thoſe of his people who- were 
© neareſt; and as he opened the door for 
that purpoſe, ſtood in the paſſage, and 


kept himſelf on his guard, that the 


© perſon whom he. ſought might not 
« eſcape. 4 

Some ſervants hearing his repeated 
« cries, came running with lights; upon 
* which, he took a candle, and made a 
new ſearch in the chamber, ſword in 


* hand; but found nobody, nor the 


© leaſt mark of any perſon's having been 
He did not even perceive the 
private door, nor the opening, through 
© which there was a pallage. He could 


© not, however, blindfold himſelf, with 


© regard to the circumſtances of his mis- 


fortune, but remained in a ſtrange / 


© confuſion of thoughts. Should he 
© have- recourſe to Blanche, ſhe was too 


much concerned in the truth, for him 


© to. expect an explanation from her. 
© He therefore, reſolved to go and open 
his heart to Leontio, after having diſ- 
miſſed his ſervants ; telling them, that 
© he thought he had heard a noiſe in his 
£ chamber, but was miſtaken. 
« his father-in-law coming out of his 
apartment, at the diſturbaace he had 
© heard, and recounted to him what had 
© happened, with all the marks of ex- 
© treme agitation and profound grief. 


Siffredi was ſurprized at the adven- 


© ture, which, tho” it did not ſeem na- 


* tural, he nevertheleſs believed; and 


He met 
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« thinking that the king's love was ca- 
© pable of any thing, was very much 


b £afflited with that conſideration. But 


far from flattering. the jealous ſuſpi- 


( © cions of his ſon- in · law, he repreſented 
to him, with an air of aſſurance, that 


* the voice, which he thought he heard, 
* and the ſword that was oppoſed to 
* his, could be no other than phantoms 
of an imagination, miſled by jealouſy; 
for it was impoſſible that any body 
could have gone into his daughter's 
chamber; that with regard to the 
- * melancholy which he had obſerved in 
his wife, it might be occaſioned by 
* ſome indiſpoſition ; that honour-ought 
© not to be anſwerable for the viciſſitudes 
* of temper; that the change of condi. 
tion in a girl uſed to hve in folitude, 
« who ſees herſelf on a ſudden delivered 
© to a man, whom ſhe has not had time 
© to know and to love, might be the 
© cauſe of thoſe tears, ſighs, and that 
* ſharp affliction, of which ſhe com- 
* plained; that love was not to be 
* kindled in maidens of a noble birth, by 
© any other means than time and aſſi- 
* duity ; for which reaſons he exhorted 
© him to calm his diſquiet, redouble his 
© tenderneſs and care, in order to dif- 
© poſe Blanche to become more ſenſible 
© of his merit; and intreated him to re- 
turn to his chamber, being perſuaded 


© that his uscaſineſs and diſtruſt were in- 


© juries done to the virtue of his wife.” 
The Conſtable made no anſwer to 

* the remonſtrances of his father gib-law: 
* whether he really began to think that 
© he might have been impoſed upon by 
the diſorder of his mind, or judged it 
© a wiſer courſe to diſſemble, than to 
© undertake, in vain, to convince. the 
© old man of an event ſo void of all 
probability, he returnedito his apart- 
© ment, lay down by his Wife, and tried 
to obtain, by ſleep, ſome reſpite: from 
his diſquiet. Blanche, on her ſide, 
* was no leſs uneaſy than he; ſhe had 
© but too well heard that which alarmed 
© her huſband, and could not conſider 
© as an illuſion, an adventure, the ſecret 
© and motives of which ſhe knew. Sur- 
© prized that Henriquez ſhould ſeek to 
introduce himſelt into her apartment, 
-© after having fo ſolemnly pledged his 
faith to Conſtance, inſtead of.approv- 
ing or feeling the leaſt glimpſe of joy 
at this ſtep, ſhe looked upon it as a 
* new. outrage, and her heart was in 
cenſed againſt him, | 
_ © While the daughter of Siffredi, pre- 
judiced againſt the young king, be- 


lieved him the moſt untaithful ot men, 
| | A that 
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© that unhappy prince, more in love 
© than ever, wiſhed for an interview with 
© Blanche, in order to encourage her 
© againſt the appearances that condemn- 
© ed him; He would have come ſooner 
to Belmont for that purpole, had he 
© been permitted by the multiphcity of 
© buſineſs in which he was neceſſarily 
© engaged; but he could not ſteal away 
10 * from court before that night. He 


© private corners of a place where he 
0 had been educated, to be under any 
[| difficulty of getting unſeen into Siffre- 
« di's caſtle; and he ſtill. kept the key 
© of a private de or that belonged to the 
* « garden, through which he got into 
8 « fris old apartment, from whence he 
© paſſed into the chamber ot Blanche. 
s You may imagine the aſtoniſhment of 
© that prince, when he found a man 
© there, and felt a ſword oppoſed to his 
* own. He had well nigh diſcovered 
© himſelf, and puniſhed on the ſpot the 
« audacious wretch, who durſt lift his 
* ſacxilegious hand againſt his lawful 
} © king; but the reſpect he owed to 
Leontio's daughter ſuſpended his re- 
«* ſentment : he retired in the ſame man- 
* ner he had entered; and, more afflict- 
« ed than ever, took the road to Paler- 
| mo; where, arriving ſome moments 
| « before day, he ſhut himſelf up in his 
"wh apartment. But the agitation. of his 
« ſpirits depriving him of his reſt, he 
« reſolved to return to Belmont; his 
© ſafety, honour, and above all, his love, 
© not permitting him to remain longer 
| ignorant of the leaſt circumſtance of 
1 © ſuch a cruel adventure. 
| It was no ſooner day than he com- 
© © manded his hunting equipage to be 
got ready; and, under pretence of 
taking that diverſion, rode far into 
the foreſt of Belmont, attended by his 
| * ſportſmen and ſome courtiers. He 
| | followed the chace ſome time, the 
| * better to conceal his deſign ; and when 
he ſaw every one eager 
the heels of the hounds, 
« himſelf from them, and, all alone, 
took his way to Leontio's caſtle. He 
© was too well acquainted with the paths 
of the foreſt, to loſe himſelf ; and his 
© impatience not permitting him to ſpare 
© his horſe, he in a little time over- run 
© the diſtance that ſeparated him from 
the object of his love. He was juſt 


engaged at 


© inventing ſome plauſible pretext to 
procure for himſelf a private inter- 
£ view with the daughter of Siffredi, 
© when, croſſing a {mall road that led by 
© one of the park gates, he perceived, 


© was too well acquainted with all the 


he ſeparated 
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| © hard by, two women, ſitting in cloſe 
4 donverſation at the root ofa tree. As 
* he did not doubt that theſe perſohs 
© belonged to the caſtte, the fight of 
them raiſe@ within him ſome emotion; 
but he „ns much more tranſported, 
when the women, turning towards 
© him, at the noiſe of his horie's teet, he 
© knew one of them to be his dear 
© Blanche, hö had eſca from the 
caſtle: with Niſa, one of her. women, 
* who enjoyed the greateſt ſhare ot her 
confidence, to bewail her misforturie 
* at full hberty.” «+ i WY? 
He flew; he threw himſelf head- 
* long (if I may uſe the expreſſion) at 
her feet; and perceiving in her eyes 
* all the marks of the moſt profound 
* affliction, was melteU at the ſight. 
Fair Blanche,” ſaid he, “ ſuſpend the 
emotions of your grief; appearances, 
I confeſs, repreſent me guilty to your 
„eyes: but when you are made ac- 
6 2 with the deſign which I have 
„formed in your behalf, that which 
you now look upon as a crime, will 
*« appear to you a proof of my inno- 
« cence and exceſs of love.“ ' Theſe 
* werds, which Henriquez thought ca- 
pable of moderating, ſerved only to 
.* redouble the affliction of Blanche, who 
* would have anſwered him, had not 
* her voice- been choaked up with her 
* ſighs. The prince, aſtoniſhed with 
her diſorder, ſaid, How, Madam! 
„can't I, then, calm your diſquiet? 
*« By what misfortune have 1 loſt your 
* confidence ? I, who hazard my crown, 
* and even my life, to keep myſelf 
„% yours 1” It was then that the daughter 
* of Siftredi, making an effort to explain 
© herſelf, replied, © Sir, your promiſes 
„are now  unſeaſonable. Nothing 
* henceforth can bind my deſtiny to 
* yours.” —* Ah, Blanche!“ ſaid Hen. 
* riquez, interrupting her with warmth, 
* what cruel words are theſe I hear! 
* Who dares raviſh you from my love? 
Who dares oppoſe the fury of a king, 
* who would put all Sicily in flames, 
rather than ſuffer you to be torn from 
© his hopes ?”—<< All your powers, 
Sir,“ anſwered Siftredi's daughter, 
in a lanquiſhing manner, “cannot re- 
„ move the obſtacle by which we are 
„ ſeparated —— I am the Conſtable's 
&« wife 1'!—& The Conſtable's wife!“ 
* cried the prince, ſtaggering backward, 
* and unable to go on. He was con- 
© founded and overwhelmed by this un- 
« pected blow: his ſtrength forſook him, 
and he dropped down at the root of a 


| * tree that grew behind him. Pale, 


6 trembling, 
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« trembling, and depreſſed, he had no- 
« thing fr-e but his eyes, winch he fixed 
* upon Blanche, in ſuch a manner as; 
© gave. her, to underitand, how deeply, 
affected he was with the unhappy-ti- 
« dings ſhe had declared, She, on the 
other hand, looked upon him with an 
air + hich convinced him that her emo- 
© tions were little different from thoſe 
© he felt; and theſe two unfortunate 
© lovers preſerved, between them, a 
© lence that had ſomething terrible in 
it. At length, the prince, recollect- 
© ing himſelt a little, by an effort of his 
* courage, reſumed the diſcourſe, and 
« ſaid to Blanche, with a ſigh, „ What 
« have you done, Madam | Your cre+« 
* dulity has ruined me, and undone 
Wo | OO 1 
Blanche, piqued at the prince's 
«© ſeeming to upbraid her, when ſhe 
* thought ſhe had much more cauſe to 
complain of him, replied, ©** What, 
Siri do you add diſſimulation to in- 
© fidelity? Would you have me diſ- 
* credit my own eyes and ears, and be. 
« lieve you innocent, in ſpite. of the 
« evidence of my ſenſes ? No, Sir! 1, 
« own myſelf incapable of ſuch an effort 
« of reaſon.” — ** Nevertheleſs, Ma- 
« dam,” anſwered the king, „you are 
« impoſed upon by theſe very witneſles 
« which ſeein ſo faithful; even they 
« have aſſiſted in betraying you; and 
« that I am innocent aud faithful, is no 
« leſs true, than that you are the Con- 
« ſtable's wife.“ How, Sir!” faid 
* the, „did I not hear you confirm to 
% Conſtance the preſent of your hand 
« and heart? Have you not aſſured the 
« nobles of the kingdom, that vou 
% would fulfil the conditions of the late 
« king's will? and has not the princeſs 
« received the homage of your new, 
« ſubjects, in quality ot queen, and 
« ſpoule of Henriquez? Were my eyes 
40 — bewitched ? Say, fay rather, un- 
« faithful, prince! that you did pot 
« think Blanche ought to balance in your 
« heart. the intereſt of a throne ! and, 
« without ſtooping to ſeign a paſſion 
4% that you no longer feel, and perhaps. 
« never felt, confeſs that the crown of 
« Sicily appeared to you more fixed with 
« Conſtance than with Leontio's daugh- 
ter! You are in the | 
« ſhining throne was no more my due, 
« than the heart of.a, prince ſuch as 
« you are. I was too vain, in pre- 
«tending to either; but you ought not 
% to have indulged me in my error, 
« You know the alarms I felt on account 


he right, Sir: a | 


** ſeemed to me almoſt inevit-ble. Why 
«© did you, encourage me with hope? 
Would to Heaven my fears had not 
been diſſipated ! I ſhould have accuſed 
fortune, not you; and you would 
„have, at leaſt, preſerved my heart, 
{66 though at the expence of a hand 
which no, other ſhould ever have ob- 
\* tained! It is now nv time to juſtify 
« yourſelf! I am the Conſtable's wife ; 
and, that I may ſpare myſelf the con- 
*« ſequence of a converſation that makes 
my glory bluſh, give me leave, Sir, 
„without failing in that reſpect which 
*© I owe you, to quit the preſence of a 
Prone whom 1 am no longer. at li- 
rty to hear.“ 12 

, ſhe left Henriquez with 


46 
28 
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bas much. haſte as her preſent weak con- 


dition would allow. Stop, Madam!“ 


eried he, © and do not drive to deſpair,a 


„% prince, who will rather overtura that 
„ thronE which you upbraid him with 
“% having preferred to you, than fulfil 
© the expectation of his/new ſubjects 1". 
“That ſacrifice,” ſaid Blanche, * js, 
at preſent vain, While 1 am married 
e to the Conſtable, theſe generous tranſ- 
«© ports will not avail: lince I am then 
„% no longer at liberty, it is of ſmall 
„importance to me that you reduce 
« Sicily to aſhes, or to whom you give 
„your hand It I have been weak 
enough to let my heart be ſurprized, 
„I ſhall at leaſt have fortitude enough 
© to ſtifle it's emotions, and let the new 
« King of Sicily ſee, that the Conſta- 
„ ble's wife is no longer the lover of 
„Prince Henriqu ez!“ When the pro- 
nounced theſe words, being cloſe to 
the park-gate, the entered it of a ſud- 
© den with Niſa ; and, locking it on the 
other ſide, left the prince overwhelm. 
© ed with ſorrow. He could not recover 
© the blow which Blanche had given 
* him, by the account of her marriage. 
« Unzuſt Blanche!“ cried he, you 
| 6 have loſt all remembrance of our mu- 
„ tual engagement! In ſpite of our re- 
* ciprocal vows, we are for ever part- 
«ed;-and the idea which I had che- 
„ riſhed of poſſeſſing your charms, was 
* no more than a vain illuſion! Ah, 
« cruel. maid | how dearly did I buy 
your approbation of my. flame! ? 
Then the image of his rival's happi- 
© nels N itſelf to his fancy, with 
all the horrors of jealouſy; which 
took ſuch full poſſeſſion of his ſoul for 
* ſome moments, that he was on the 
point of ſacrificing the Conſtable, and 
even Sittredi himſelt, to his reſent- 


« of loſing vou; a misfortune that then. 


: „ d 
ment. Reaſon, howeyer, by E 
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_ Chim again into deſpair, 
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„ allayed the violence of his tranſports: 


© but the impoſſibility he perceived of 


©bHaniſhing from Blanche the impreſſions | 


«© ſhe retained of his infidelity, threw. 
He flattered. 
© himſelf with the hopes of effacing 
them, provided he could converſe 
* with her at liberty: for which pur- 
© pole, judging it neceſſary to reniove 
© the Conſtable, he reſolved to have him 
àapprehended, as a perſon ſuſpected of 
© deligns againſt the ſtate, He accord- 


© ingly charged with this office the cap- 
| © tain of his uard; who, repairing to | 
© Belmont, 


ecured his perſon in the 
«twilight, and brought him priſoner to 
© the caſtle of Palermo. Sons Kh 

© © This incident filled all Belmont with 
© conſternation. Siffredi ſet out imme- 
« &iately to offer himſelf to the king, as 


«© fecnrity for his ſon-in-law, and to re. 


© preſent the troubleſome conſequence 
© of ſuch an arreſt. The prince, who 
expected this ſtep of his miniſter, and 
© who was reſolved, at all events to ob- 
© tain a free interview with Blanche, 
© before the Conſtable ſhould be re- 
jeaſed, had expreſsly ordered, that no 
© perſon! whatever ſhould ſpeak with 
Ekim till next day. But Leontio, not- 
« withſtanding this order, finding means 
© to get acceſs to the king's chamber, 
« prelented himſelf before him, ſaying, 
« Sir, if a loyal and reſpectful ſubject 
« may be allowed to complain of his 
« rafter, I am come to complain of 
4% you to yourſelf. What crime has my 


« ſyn-in-law committed? Has your ma- 
4 zeſty duly reflected on the eternal re- 


« proach you have fixed upon my fa- 
„% mily ? and on the conſequences of. an 
* imprifonment, which may alienate 
*« from your fervice the hearts of thofe 
* who fill the moſt important poſts of 
«© the realm?“ —“ J have certain intel- 
« ligence,” replied the king, “ that the 
4 Conftable carries on a criminal cor- 
* reſpondence with the Infant Don 
Pedro. Criminal correſpon- 
„ dence?” cried Leontio, with furprize; 
„% do not believe it. Your majeſty is 
« impoſed upon; treafon never entered 
« the family of Siffredi; and the Con- 
&« ſtable's being my ſon-in-law,is enough 
* to ſcreen him from all ſuſpicion. The 
c Conſtable is innocent; but other ſe- 
te cret views have induced you to arreſt 
« him.“ wh | 

% Since you talk to me fo freely,” 
© replied the king, „I will ſpeak to 
« you in the ſame manner. You com- 
« plain of the Conſtable's being impri- 
„% foned, What! have I not more 


— 


have robbed me of my quiet, and re- 


% caiiſe to complain of your cruelty ? 
« It is you, barbarous Siffredi! who 


y* 


, 4 duced me, by your officious cares, to 


* a condition that makes me envy the 


„ Jowelt of mankind! But do not flatter 


* yourſelf that I will enter into your 
* ſchemes: my marriage with Con- 


**© ſtance is reſolved upon in vain!“ 


Ho, Sir!” cried Leontio, trembling, 


can you refuſe to marry the princeſs, 
after having flattered her with that 


hope before your whole people?” — 
« .« If I deceive their expe ation,“ 
0 replied the king, « afcribe it ſolely to 


* yourſelf, Why did you lay me under 
«© a neceſſity of promifing that which I 


„ heart of 


the Conftable, it was done, 
% view of = read for your majeſty 
J 


«Ka valiant fu 


«could not perform? Who compelled 
66 you to fill a paper, which I gave your 
% daughter, with the name of Con- 
te ftance? You was not ignorant of my 
© intention; you tyrannized over the 
anche; in making her 
„% marry a man whom ſhe did not love. 
„ But what right had you to diſpoſe 
of mine, in favour of a princeſs whom - 
„ I hate? Have you forgot that ſhe is 
« the daughter of that cruel Mathilda, 
« who, trampling under her feet all the 
« ties of blood and humanity, made my 
« father breathe his laſt, under all the 
« rigours of captivity? And ſhall I 

* efpouſe her? No, Siffredi! lay aſide 

* that hope. Before you ſee the torch 
te of theſe dire ful nuptials lighted, you 
«© will ſee all Sicily in flames, and its 

« aſhes quenched in blood!“ + 

© What do I hear!“ cried Leontio. 


„Ab, Sir! what a proſpett have you 
| © ſhewn me ! what terrible threats! But 


©] am unſeaſonably alarmed,” added 


' © he, in another tone; “ you love your 


« ſubjects too well, to entail upon them 
% fuch miſery. You will not allow 
„ yourſelf to be overcome by love ! 
« You will not tarniſh your virtues 
« with the weakneſſes of ordinary men! 
f I have beſtowed m N N on 

ir, with 


ect, who can ſupport 
„with his arm, and the troops which 
{« are at his diſpoſal, your mtereſt againſt 
te that of the Prince Don Pedro. I 
«thought, that in attaching him to my 


family, by ſuch intimate ties 


„% Hal theſe are the ties,” cried the 
Prince Henriquez, „ theſe are the 
« fatal ties that have undone me! 
% Cruel friend i why did you inflit ſuch 
« a heavy ſtroke upon me! Did 1 order 


« you to manage my concerns at the 
„ expence of my heart? Why did _ 
n 
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r not leave me to ſupport my rights. by 


% myſelf > Did 1 want courage to re- 
* duce thoſe who ſhould rebel againſt 
% me, I. ſhould have known how to 
« punifh the Conſtable, had he. diſ- 
tc 'gbeyed me. I know that kings onght 
% not to be tyrants, and that the i- 
« neſs of their, people ſhould be their 


chief aim; but muſt they therefore be | 
« the ſlaves of their ſubjects; and from 


© the moment that Heaven chuſes them 
'© to govern, loſe the rigt that nature 
„ grants to all men, of diſpoſing. their 
<« affections as they pleaſe Þ Ah! if they 
« muſt not enjoy the privilege ot the 
« Jaweſt claſs of mortals, take back, 
« Siffredi, that ſovereign power, which 
% you would confirm at the expence 
« of my repoſ e!!! > 
« You know very well, Sir,'! replied 
t the miniſter, ** that your marriage 
« with the princeſs was; by the — ; 
« king, made the condition of your ſuc- 
1 ceſſion to the crown;''!—* And what 
« right,” anſwered Hentiquez, had 
e he to eſtabliſh that diſpoſition ? Had 
« he recef-:4 ſuch an unworthy law, 
« when he ſucceeded to his brother 
„King Charles? And how came you 
« to be ſo weak, as to ſubmit to the un- 
„ juſt condition? For ad high-chan- 
« celler, methinks you are very ill in- 
« formed of. our cuſtoms. Ina word; 
« though 1 have promiſed my hand to 


% Conſtance, it was not a voluntary en- 


«« gagement, therefore I do not intend 
to keep my word; and if Don Peg ro, 
« from my refuſal, conceives the hope 
« of mounting my throne, without en- 
« paging the people in a quarrel, which 
„ might coſt too much blocd; let the 
„ ſword decide, in a fingle .combat, 
« which of us is moſt worthy to reign,y 
© Leontio, not daring to urge him any 
* farther, contented himſelt with aſkio 
on his knees, the enlargement ot his 
ſon · in, law, which be obtained, —— 
« Go,“ ſaid the king to him; return 
to Belmont, whither the Conſtable 
« will ſoon follow you?“ The miniſter 
« went away, and got buck to Belmont, 
,* perſuaded that his ſon-in-law would 

© not be lo 

«© he was miſtaken; Henriquez reſolved 
to ſee Blanche that night, and there- 


* 


© fore deferred the releaſe of her huſ- | 
| 


© band till next dax | 
« Meanwhile, the Conſtable was tor- 

© tured with the moſt cruel reflections : 
' «© his impriſonment had opened his eyes, 
with regard to the true cauſe of his 
'& misfortune :. he therefore abandoned 
7 himſelf entirely to his jealouſy, and 
Ag. * Noe 7 Jan's | | 1 N 
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behind him. But in this 
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: renounciag tl allegiance he had his N 
* therto ſo commendably preſerved, 
© breathed nothing but vengeance. As 


he concluded that the king would. not 
© fail of being wu Blanche that night, 
© in order to ſurprize them together, he 
* Palermo to let him go out; affuring 
him that he would return. to priſon 
| © next morning before day. The, go- 
* vernor, who was entirely devoted to 
| © him, confented to this the more eafily, 
as he knew that Siffredi had — 
ohtained his liberty, and even furhiſh 
* him with a horſe to carry him to Bel- 
mont; where the Conſtuble-being at- 
* rived, he tied his horſe to a tree, en- 
© tered the park by a little door, of 
© which he had the key, and was ſo 


oy 


© ceived. He went (traight tothe apart 
ment of his wife, and cancealinp ime 


* which he found there; purpoſed toob- 
and to appear ſuddenly in Blanche's 
© chamber, at the leaſt noiſe he ſhould 
© hear. While he was in this ſituation, 

© he ſaw Nifa come out from her miſ- 
. * and re tire to the cloſet where ſhe 
c 9 ; 

« Siffredi's daughter, who had eaſt 
diſcerned the motive of her hufband 
impriſonment, concluded that he would 
© not return that night to Belmont, al- 
though her father had told her, the 

king aſſured him the Conſtable would 
ſet ont ſoon after him She did not 
doubt that Henriquez would take the 

* advantage of that conjuncture to yiſit 

| © and converſe with her atliberty; and, 
in this opinion, ſhe waited for the 


an action which might have terrible 
© Con{equenees in regard 40 her. Ac- 


had wuthdrawn, the partition opened, 
© anch the king came and threw himſaf 
at Blanche's feet,. Madam, do not 
% condemm before you” have given me 
„the nearing : if. have ordered the 
Conſtable to be impriſoned, confider 
that it was the only means I had left to 
« juſtily myſelf; therefore impute that 
| *« artifice to yourſelf alone. Why did 
you, this morning, refuſe to hear me? 
„% Alas! to-morrow your huſband will 
| be enlarged, and I ſhall never have 
an opportunity of f. 


et time: if the loſs of you makes me the 


4 grand me the melancholy conſolation 
n dor 


— 1 o , 


© begged the governor of the caſtle of 


lucky as to get into the caſtle unper- 


© ſeif in an a1tichamber, behind a ſetrcen 


© ſerve from thence all that ſhould paſs, - 


= prince, in order to reproach him w ith | 


* corduigly, in a little time after Niſa 


ki to vo 
ugain. Hear me A 9g ae laſt - 


% moſt forlorn of mankind, at leaſt 


-— 


* 
* 


3 


e duced me. 


* tual miſhap! Alas! while I accufed” 


eein the endeavour.” “% Ah,  cyoel 
_ -« Blanche ]!“ ſaid the prince; you will 


able to form ſuch-a deſign - And 


— — ont nn er — — 
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of convineing you, that my infidelity | 
js not the cauſe of my mis fortune; 
% for though I confirmed to Conſtance 
the offer of my hand, it was what 1 
could not diſpenſe with doing, in che 
, ſituation to which your father re- 
There was a neceſſity for 
% my deceiving the princeſs, for your 
- © intereſt as well as my own, in order to 


* ſecure to you the crown as well as the 


% perſon of your lover. This I flatter- | 
** ed myſelf with accompliſhing, and had 
already taken meaſures to break that 
„fatal engagement: but you have de- 
* ſtroyed my plan; and, by giving your- 
«© ſelf away too inconſiderateh, laid up 
«a fund of eternal ſorrow for two 


hearts, which might have been ren: | 


** dered.happy by the moſt inviolable 
love!“ | | | 
He ended this complaint with ſich 
*vitble marks of real deſpair, that 
_ * Blanche was touched with his condi- 
„tion, and no * doubted his inno- 
© cence, which at firſt gave her ſome 
joy; but afterwards, ſtung with the 
_ © conſideration of her misfortune, ** Ah, 
Sir!“ faid ſhe to the prince, “after 
1 the cruel determination of our fate, 
« you' increaſe my affliction, by letting 
me know that you were not guilty ! 
„What have I done ? Unfortunate that 
«I am! my, refentment has betrayed 
„% mel 1 thought myſelf abandoned; 
. * and, in reveuge, accepted of the Con- 
« ſtable's hand, which was preſented by 
% my father | I am guilty of the crime, 
„and haye been the cauſe of our mu- 


you of having deceived me, it was I, 
% too credulous lover! it was 1 who 
„% broke thoſe bonds which Thad {worn 
„ to keep for ever inviolatet Revenge 
% yourſelf, Sir, in your turn. ae 


% Ah, Madam!” ſaid Henriquez, in- 
_* terrupting - ber with a melancholy 
„air, Row fhall I find means to tear 
from my heart a paſſion; which even 
« your inzuſtice cannot extingnifh F'—" 
% You mult, however, Sir, make that 
« effort,” replied Siffredi's daughter, 
* ſighing, What! are you capable of 
that effort yourſelf?” ſaid” the king. 
4 caninot..protuiſe ro ſucceed,” anſwer 
«ed the; but I will ſpare no pains 


« eahly.toyget Henriquez, ſince you are 


what can you- expett?®'” replied "ſhe, 
© tha more 'refolure one: “ do you 


Fly from me! 


| *© to continue your addrefſes.? No, Sir, 
„ abandon that hope! though I was not 
© born to be a queen, Heaven never 
© formed me to ten to diſhonourable 
© love: My huſband, as well as you, 


© of Anjou; and if my duty did not 


| raiſe an infurmountable obſtacle to 


« your gallantry, my glory would hin- 
eder me from enduring it: I conjure 
„you, therefore, to retire. We muſt 
„ ſee one another no more 1%—““ Hea- 
% vens] what barbarity !” replied the 


„that you ſhould treat me with ſuch 
© rigour ? You do not think, then, that 
% your being in the arms of the Confta- 
og ble, is enough tc oyerwhelm me? you 
© muſt. alſo forbid me your fight, the. 
* only-confolation I had left!“ — (Fly 


j © me, rather!” anſwered the daughter 


* of Siffredi, ſhedding ſome tears; the 
„ ſight of what one tenderly loves, 
«© ceaſes to be pleafing, when the hope 
« of poſſeſſing it is loft. - Adieu, Sir! 
| you owe that effort to 
46 * own glory, and my reputation 1 
* I afk it alfo for my quiet: for, in 
«© ſhort, although my virtue ſhould not 
te be alarmed by the emotions of niy 
«heart, the remembrance of your ten- 
c derneſs will entail upon me ſuch cruel 
© conflicts, that I ſhall ' ſcarce have 
«ſtrength enough to maintain them!“ 
© She pronounced theſe words ſo paſ- 
* konately, that ſhe unwittingly over- 
turned a candleſtick which ſtood on a 
table behind her; and the candle go- 
ing out in falling, the tõok it up in or- 
der to light it again; for which pur - 
poſe, ſhe opened the door of the anti- 
chamber, and went to the cloſet of Ni- 
© ſa, Who was not yet gone to bed. 


| 


4 © The king, who waited for her return, 
e ungrate ful Blanche! forget her P'— | 


no ſooner ſaw her approach with the, 
* light, than he made prefling inſtances 
to her, that the would ſuffer his attach- 
© ment, The Conſtable heating the 
Ko pri nceꝰs voice, ruſhed into the chamber 
©{word in hand, almoſt at the ſame in- 
© ſtant that his wife entered, and ad- 
* vancing towards Henriquez with a 
| * the reſentment that his age inſpired, 
This is too much, tyrant Y”* cried he: 
«think not that I am fo baſe as to en- 
dure the aſfront thou haſt done my ho- 
* nour!“— , Traitor!“ reptied the king 
putting himſelfin a pofture of defence, 
% do not imagine that thou art able to 
execute thy defigus with impunity 1“ 
With thele words, they began a com- 


e flatier yourſelf that I will allow you” 


bat which was too furious to la” 10G 
« the "Conſtable, fearitig har oiffiedi 
Ne KY N { = 22 and 

Ty a 5 995 x 1 


* 


«© Sir, is deſcended from tlie noble houſe 


« king : “ Ah, Blanche is it poſſible | _ 


\ 


3 
IEEE 


_— —_——_— 
+ 


* 


5 and bis ſervants, alarmed at the cries 
of Blanche, would ſoon come a op- 
© poſe. his 'vengeance, fought. out 


IL BL AS Or /:SANTILEA 


| 


4 


NE. ß 9 

© Blanche, without perceiving him, con- 
* timing to ſpeak; to the king, _ | 
N Adieu, prince 3 cheriſh my memory. * 


- 
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% 
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at parting, as two friends who had long 


furniſhed; which the hired immediately, 
| — earnelt to the landlady, andtelling 


complexion, - and adjuſting herſelf in 


. cepting her face, which was a little tos | 
 handfome for a man, nothing could poſ- 


Who was to ſerve in quality of a page, 


| — anden mann (4. 338 


5 


— ñ —— 


drew, and left Aurora and Elvir 

the hall, where they ſpent the reſt o the 
day in converſation. Far. from being 
tired with one another, next day, when 
we ſet out, they were as much affected 


replied, I have none at preſent; I 
+ might have abundance, if 1 would take 
all s of people: but I receive none 
'+ but young noblemen z and I expect 
one this evening, who comes trom 
Madrid to finiſh his ſtadies:- His name 
is Don Lewis de Pacheco; perhaps you 
may have heard of him. — No,“ ſaid 
Aurora, © I know nothing of nim; and 
* you wilt oblige me by letting me know 
* what ſort of a man he is, ſince I-am 
L 7 lodge in the ſame houſe with him.“ 
Sir,“ answered the landlady,“ 
looking at the falſe. cavalier, he is 
© quite à fine figure, and pretty much 
© of your own make. Ah! how hap- 
py you will be in one another! By 
„St. Jago, I may bouſt of having in 
my houſe, two of the moſt handſume 
© noblemen in Spain !\—* This Don 
Lewis,“ replied my miſtreſs, * has 
© doubtleſs a- thouſand love- -intrigues 
ia Salamanca Y—* Yes, i'll affore you,“ 
faid: the old woman, he is a briſk gal- 
lant, upon my word. He has no wore 
to do, but to ſhew himfelf and con- 
©quer ; ud among others, he has quite 
< captivated a lady of youth and beauty, 
* whoſe name is Iabella, an old lawyer's 
* daughter, who is fond of him to diſ- 
* traction,'—— And tell me, good mo- 
ther, cried Aurora, interrupting her 
with precipitation; *is he as much in 
© love: with her !'—« He was,” replied 
Bernarda Ramirez, © before his depar- 
© ture for Madrid; but 1 know not if 
© he retains his paſſion for her (till : for 
in theſe points he is not much to be 
* depended upon; but ſkips from wo- 
man to woman, as all young gentle- 
men ufually do.“ 

The good widow had ſcaree done 
{peaking, when hearing a noiſe in the 
c.urt-yard, we looked through the 
ande and perceived two men alight- 
air, which was very well adapted for Jing from their horſes: theſe were no 
the part ſhe was to play. In- the after- | other than Don Lewis de Pacheco him- 
noon, theſe two actreſſes being in a con- ſelf, juſt arrived from Madrid, with 
dition to- appear on the ſtage, (that is, I his valet de chambre. Upon which, 


lived agreeably together. 

At laſt we arrived (without meeting 
any bad accident) at Salamanca ?; where 
we immediately took a houſe ready fur- 
niſhed, aui Dame Ortiz, as we had con- 
certed it, aſſumed the name of Donna 
Ximena de Guzman: She had been 
too long a duenna, not to be a good 
actreſs; accordingly, going out one 
morning with Aurora, a wating- maid, 
— valet, ſhe repaired to a houſe where 

W were let, and where we under- 
acheco uſually lived. Having 

— if they had an apartment to be let; 
they anſwered in the affirmative, and 
ſhewed her into one pretty handſomely 


r that it was defigned for one of her 
nephews; who was coming from Tole- 
do to ſtudy at Salamanca, and would ar- 
Five that very ſame day. 

The duenna and my miſtreſs having 
ſecured this lodging, went home again; 
and the fair Aurora, without loſing time, 
transformed herſelf into a cavalier, co: 
vering her hair with a light coloured 
tour, painting her eye-brows of the fame 


ſuch a manner as: that ſhe might very 
well paſs for a young nobleman. Her 
carriage was free and eaſy ;. and, ex- 


fibly betray. her diſguiſe ; ; her maid, 
took the dreſs alſo; and we were under 


no apprehenſion of her ill- acting, for 
me had a good . modeſt aſfurance in her 


in the lodging which had been taken) the old woman left ns, in order to Fe 


I accompanied them thither in a coach, | ceive him; and my miſtreſs prepared 
with all the Baggage we ſhould have oc. herſelf, not without emotion, to play 
caſion for. he part of Don "Felix. Lewis, in a 
The landlady, whoſe name was Ber- | thort time, entered our apartment in 
narda Ramirez, received us with great J his boots, and ſaluted Aurora, - ſaying, 
civility, and conducted us to our apart- | * Ungerſtanding that a young nobleman 
ment, where we began tv enter into | * of Toledo is a lodger here, I beg leave 
converſation, and agreed with her for “ toexpreſs * © having him for a 
our board by the month. Then aſking companion.“ Wat le my miſtreſs re- 
if ſhe had a god many boarders, ſhe turned this compliment, Pacheco ſeem- 


2 Salavianca; is one of the largeſt cities in Spain, ſqatd on the banks of the mag e in : 
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ed {urprized to ſee ſuch an amiable ca- 
valier; and could not help telling her, | 
that he had nexer 'befors. beheld any 
man fo handſeme and genteelly made. 
A great many civilities paſſed on bath: 
ſides, after which Don Lewis retired to 
the apartment allotted for him. {4A 
While he was ſhifting-and dreſſing 
a ſort of page, Who wanted to deliver a 
letter to him, meeting Aurora on the 
Rair-caſe by accident, miſtook her for 
Don Lewis; and giving her a hillet, ſaid, 

« Signivr Cavalier, though I have never 

- $ betore ſeen Signior Pacheco, I believe 


been in this cauntry before, and kde 

that the women here are not in ſonſibies. 

© About a month ag, in my Way througn 

* this city, I ſtopped here eiglu days :; 

© and I will tell yon in confidence, that 

Linfamed an old lawyrt's daughter,” 
I'perceived Don Lewis diſbrdered at 

theſe words. May one, without be- 

ing thought impertinent,“ ſaid he, ac 

the lady's) name't'—+ How! 'without 

| © being thought impertinent h cried the 

| pretended Don Felix; 4 why ſhould F. 

make 4 myttery of it to you ? *Daryart 

| think Lam more reſerved than othar.. _ 

I need. not aſk if you are he; being _ © noblemen of my/ age? You muſt net 

c e that I am not miſtaken.“ - do me ſuch” injuſtice.” * Beſides, be- 

* No, friend,” replied my miſtreſs, with © tween you and me, the object does 

admirable preſence of mind; you are' | * not deſerve ſuch delicacy. ' She's anly 

aſſuredly not miſtaken, and you acquit | © a pitiful citizen; and a man of quality, 


_ © yourſelt of your commiſſion ſurprizing- 
©ly well. I am Don Lewis de Paches 
co; you may return; and I will take 
* care to {end an anfwer very ſoon. 
The page diſappearing, Aurora ſhut 
. Herſelf up with her maid and me, and 
opeuing the letter, read theſe words, 


<XK71T H what joy did 1 receive 
2 « the news of your arrival at 
Salamanca! My tranfport had well 


. _ * nigh got the better-of my reaſon ! But 


is Iſabella ſtill dear to you? Make 

inaſte, and aſſure her in perſon of your 
© conſtancy ; though the will ſcarce be 
© able to ſupport the pleaſure ot finding 
you unchanged!” 


This billet,” ſaid Aurora, *praclaims | 
£ the vialence of the writer's paſſon ; | 
and the lady js a rival not to con- 
.- © temned, I mult ſpare nothing to de- 
tach Dona Lewis from her, and even to 
* hiader him from feeing her: the un- 
«* dertaking, I own, is difficult; but ne- 
© vertheleſs, I don't deſpair of ſucceſs.” 
Accordingly, my miſtreis having muſed 


© you know; is never ſeriouſly'engroff 
© by theſe Abigails, but thinks he does 


them an honour in debauching them. 
will, therefore, without ceremony, - * - 


© acquaint 


299 with the name of the 
< lawyer's da 


ughter,' which is Iſabelta.“ 


— 


1— And the lawyer,“ cried Pacheco, in- 


terrupting her with impatience; fis 


* not he called Signior Murcia de la 


« Lianna ?*—* The very ſame,” replied 
my miſtreſs; here is a letter which I 
© received from her-juſt now: you may 
read it, and fee Whether or not the 


* — 


— 


lady has a kindneſs for me.“ Don 


Lewis, caſting.his eyes over the belle 
knew the hand, and was ſtruck d 
with confuſion. What is the matter ?? 
added Aurora, with an air of aſtoniſh- 
ment; © you change colour 1 believe, 


concern in this lady. 
am l for having ſpoke of her ſo freely!” 

think myſelf obliged to you for 
your information ;“ fad Don Lewis 
in a tranſport of anger and diſdain 


— 


God forgive me! that you lays: ſomk 
Ah! how vexed 


Pa 


4 Perfidious fickle creature - Don Fe- 


", * 


—_— 


©lix,-L am bound to you ſor ever. You - \; 

© have extricatec me out of an error, in 

* which I might have remained along. 

« time. Ithought myſelf beloved be- 
4 loved, did 1 ſay? believed myſelf —- 

adored by that Iſabella I had, indeed, 

© ſome regard for the creature; but now - 


a minute ot two, added, I'll engage | 
© there ſhall be © breach between them 

I jn leſs than tour aud twenty hours,” 
Pacheco having taken a little repoſe in 

s his- own Apartment, returned to ours, 
\ and renewed his converſation with Au- 


rora, before ſupper. .« Signior Cavalier,“ 


ſaid he to her, with an air of pleaſantry, 
believe the huſhands and lovers will 
have no cauſe to rejoice at your ar- 
rival in 8 but rather have 


,, reaſon to be uneaſy; as for my own. 
C port I tremble for my canqueſts;%— + 
ce 


rk'e,* anſwered my miſtreſs, in the 
ſame tone, your fear is not ill - ground - 


I ſee ſhe is a coquette, Who deſerves 
„nothing but contempt.'—< 1 applaud 


ing indignation in her turn ; a lawyer's 


daughter ought to think herſelf 95 | 
mpliſh- 


„happy in having ſach an acco 
ved nobleman as you for her lover. 
© Her incouſtancy is inexcuſable; 
ſar from accepting the ſacrifice 


© your reſentment," ſaid Aurora, Cign- 
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the 


- * ed. Don Felix de Mendoza is à for- 
© midable man, I aſſure vou. I have 


„makes of you, I intend to puniſh her 
by (lighting her favours," For my . 2 | 
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No, noP ſat 


ters for the daughter of Doctor Murcia 


 * form ſuch a fine 2 


© part,” replied Pacheco, « the only ven- 
6 2 that I ſhall take, is never to ſee 
© her again.“, You are in the right,” 


_ cried the falſe Mendoza; * nevertheleſs, 


© that ſhe may know how much we both 
«© deſpiſe her, I think each of us ſhould 


' ©, write, an inſulting letter, which I will 
© jncloſe in one paper, and ſend as an- 


c (wer to this her billet. But beforewe 
« E to this extremity, conſult your 
£ heart. Perhaps, you will one day re- 
* pent of having broke with, Iſabella.— 
Don Lewis; * 1 ſhall 
© never. be ſo weak; and, in, the mean 
« time, conſent to mortify the ungrate-' 
© ful creature as you have propoſed.” 

I was accorgingly diſpatched for pa- 
per, pen and ink; and both of them 
{et about compaling very ,obliging let- 


— 


de Lianna. Pacheco, in particular, 


could not find terms ſtrong enough to 


expreſs his ſentiments; and tore five 


or fix half-finiſhed billets, becauſe he 


thought they were not ſufficiently ſe- 
vere. One, however, he was fati>fied 
with at laſt; and, no doubt, he had 
reaſon ſo to be, for it contained theſe 
words: | 5 


7 a | 
2 E A RN to know- yourſelf, my 


if « princeſs, and be no longer fo 
«© vain as to believe that I love you. It 
] be captivated; it muſt be with other 
Kind o* merit than yours; which is 
« ſcarce ſufficient to amuſe me for a few 
moments, 2nd only calculated to di- 
vert the meaneſt ſcholars of the uui- 
« verſity.” 4) | 


—_— —— 


This courteous letter being written, 
and Aurora having finiſhed her's, which 


Was not a whit milder, ſhe ſealed them 


both, and incloſing them up together; 


gave me the packet, ſaying, * There, 


+ Gil Blas; be ſure to deliver this to 


-* Iſabella, this evening.—You under- 
* ſtand me:“ added ſhe, tipping me the | 
wink, the den of which I could 


eaſily comprehe © Yes, Sir,“ an- 
ſwered b; * the thing ſhall be done to 
your with.” | 

At the ſame time, I went out, and be- 
ing in the ſtreet, ſaid to myſelf, * Oho, 
© Gil Blas! then it ſeems you play the 
« valet in this farce, Well, friend, 
* ſhew that you have wit enough to per- 
Signior Don 
Felix, as you ſee, depends ſo much on 
& 6 an underſtanding, that he contents 
„ himſelf with giving you a ſign only. 


© Is he to blame for that? No. I con- 
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© ſhould deliver the dillet of Don Lewis 
© only. That is the interpretation of 
the ſign, than which nqthing could be 


to open the packet, from which 1 took 
' Pacheco's letter, and carried it to the 
houſe of Doctor Murcia, having ſoon 
informed myſelf whereabout he lived. 
Finding the little page who had been 
at our lodgings at the door; Brother,“ 
| faid 1, don't you ſerve the daughter 
5 of Mr. Doctor Murcia ?* When he an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, © You have 
+ ſach an obliging phyſiognomy,“ I re- 
plied, * that I take the liberty to deſire 
you will deliver a love-letter to your 
© miſtreſs.” 3 enn | | 
The page a from whom 1 brought 

it; Ja or no ſooner told him — 5 0 
came from Don Lewis de Pacheco, than 
he ſaid, Since it is ſo, follow me. 
I have orders to bring yon in. Iſa- 
bella wants to talk with yon.“ I al- 
lowed myſelf, therefore, to be introdu- 
ced into a cloſet,- where I did not its 
long before the lady appeared; and 1 
was ſtruck with the beauty of her face, 
having never beheld more delicate fea- 
tures. Her air was affected and child- 
iſh ; but for all that, ſhe had walked 
without leading-ſtrings for thirty go 
years at leaſt. Friend, ſaid ſhe to me, 
with a ſmiling air, do you belong to 
Don Lewis de Pacheco?” I anſwered, 
that I had been his valet de chambre 
theſe three weeks; and then delivere 
the fatal letter, which the read over 
twice or thrice, and ſeemed to diftrul 
the evidence of her own ſenſes. It is 
very certain, ſhe expected nothing leſs 
than ſuch an anfwer, She lifted up her 
eyes towards heaven, bit her lips, and 
for ſome time diſcovered by her coun- 
tenance, the pangs which her heart en- 
dured. Then, all of a ſudden, addreſ- 
ling herſelf to me, Friend,” ſaid ſhe, 
is Don Lewis ran mad? Tell me, if 
© you know, why he writes to me jn this 
6 ne, What demon” polleſſes 
* him? It he had a mind to break with 
* me, could he not have done it with- 
out affronting me with ſuch abulive 
© letters ?” CHAM ROE ; 
Madam, ' ſaid I, my maſter is cer- 
"* tainly to blame; but he was in ſome 
# meaſure forced to it. It you will pro- 
© miſe to keep the ſecret, I will diſcover 
* the whole myſtery.—“ 1 do promile,' 


| ſaid ſhe, interrupting me with pretipi- ' 


tation; © don't be afraid of my expoſing 
vou, but freely explain. yourſelf.— 
Well, then,* Ireſumed, this is brief- 


* ceive his meaning; he deſires that | 


* Iy the affair, Immediately after he had _ 
e : s received - 


U 


. CY” 
Aa 1 1 — 2 
Lg 


. eſs intelligible. —I did not heſrate ©” - 


received your letter, à lady covered | 
with a very 22 ow came — — 
- © lodgings, and aſked for Signior de Pa- 
7 e ith him Ta private a 
god while; and towards the cloſe of 
© the converſation, T' overheard her ſay- 
to him, “ You ſwear to me, that you 
will never ſee her again: but that 
is not all. You muſt alſo, for my ſa- 
e tis faction, this inſtant, write to her a 
« billet which Iwill dictate, and this 1 
exact of you.” Don Lewis did as ſhe 


* by ſuch behaviour: ſhe muſt have en- 
© tirely changed her character during 
my abſenee.”—* 1 could not have 
* thought her ſuch à perſon, indeed? 
replied Aurora, but we muſt allow ? 
© that there are women Who can aſſume 
a great many different ſhapes : I was 
once in love with one of theſe, who 
made me her dupe a long while. —Git 
Blas, you can tell that ſhe had an air 
' © of virtue, which might have deceived 


« defired; then putting the letter into 
* my hand, ** Enquire,” ſaid he, (Where 


„Doctor Murcia de Lianna lives, and 

„ convey, with addreſs, this paper to 

«his, daughter Iſabella.” 
So that you ſee, Madam, ' added I, 


© this difobliging letter is the work of a 


rival, and conſequently my maſter is 


not fo much to blame.*—* O Heaven!“ 


cried the, © he is more ſo than I ima- 
« gined! His infidelity injures me more 
« than the 
« wrote. . 


ſpiteful words which his hand 
Ab) the perfidious wretch! 
© he has entered into other engage - 


| 


©the whole world,'—< Yes, truly,“ ſaid 


I, © mingling. in the converſation; -* ſhe 


© had a look that would have decoyed 
* the moſt'wary. 


The pretended Mendoza and Pache- 


co but ſt into a loud laugh, on hearing 


me talk thus : one,. becauſe I bore wit⸗ 
neſs againſt an imaginary lady ; and the 
other on account of the expreflion I had 
uſed; We continued difcourſing ol 
women who have the art ot difembling ; 
and the reſult of, our converſation was, 
that Iſabella was accuſed in due form, 


1 myſelf might have 
+ © been trepanned by it.“ 


: 


ments !—But,*. added ſhe, aſſuming a' 
lofty air, let him abandon himſelf to 
' * tis new flame without conſtraint; 1 
don't intend to thwart him. Tellhim | 
that he had no occaſion to inſult me, |} have the moſt perfe&t contempt for her. 
in order to make me leave the field free | After theſe proteſtations, they profeſſd 
© tomy rival; and that 1 deſpiſe ſuch a | a mutval friendſhip, and promiſed. to 
* fickle lover too much to have the leaſt conceal nothing from one another. 
« defire of recalling him.“ So ſaving, Supper being over, they proceeded to 
the diſmiſſed me, and retired very much | compliments; and at laſt, parted to go 
Irritated againſt \ Don Lewis; while I to bed, each in his own apartment. 1 n 
went away very well ſatisfied with my- thought ſhe would have embraced me 
ſelf, and perſuaded that if I ſhould ſet | in the tranſport of her joy. Dear Gil 
up for a genius, I ſhoutd ſoon become Blas,“ ſaid ſhe, I am charmed witin 
a a moſt dexterovs cheat. I returned to « thy underſtanding ! when one is ſo un- 
dur lodgings, where I found [Mendoza | © fortirnate as to be engaged in a paſſion — * 
and Pacheco at ſupper, converſing to- * which'compels us to have recoutrſe to , 
gether as if they had been old acquain-/| 4 ftratagems, it is a great advantage to 
tances. Aurora, perceiving by my cheer- |* have-in our inte reſt fach 'a ſenſible - 
=o ful countenatice, that 1 had not acquit- [“ young ſellow as thee.” Courage, my 
ted myſelf ill of my. commiſſion ; So, | « friend 1 We have remoyed a rival wha 
thou art returned; Gil Blas ' ſaid the, might have given us a world of trons - : 
give us an account of thy meſſage.“ 0 ble. This is no bad prognoſtick; but 
| Be ing obliged to truſt do my fineſſe again, | © as lovers are ſubject to ftrange relap- 
I told them that I Had delivered the | « ſes, I think we muſt make a ſtrong 
pry with my own hand; and that I puſh, and bring Aurora de Guzman 
- Iſabella, after having read the two billet- © on the ſtage to-morrow.“ I approved. 
doux which it contained, inſtead of feem-/ | of the ſcheme, and leaving Signior Don 
ing diſconcerted, fella laughing, hke one | Felix with his page, retired to be. 
who had loft her ſenſes; ſaying, Upon „ Nenn We 
my conſcience, young noblemen have 
_ , an admirable ſtyle! It muſt be owned, 
| © that other people don't write half ſo 
_ © aprecably,/—" A fine. way of. diſem- { 
' - ©barraſſing herſelf l“ cried my miſtreſs ; 
he miiſt certainly be a finiſhed co- 
<3. 07 8 quette. . Ay fer 
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and convicted of being an arrant jilt. 
Don Lewis proteſted anew, that he 

would never ſee her; and Don Felix, 

by his example, ſwore he' would always 


— 
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| The firatagems prosbiſed by Aurora to cg 

date on Lewis de Pac eco. 
HE two new- friends meeting t- 
nn 1 next motniag, began the day nn if 
me, : faid Don | embrace, which nn bo "23M 
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give and receive, in order toact the part 
of Don Felix, They went out to walk, 
and I accompanied them with Chilin- 


Aron, the. valet of Don Lewis; „hen, 


ſtopping at the univexſity to look at the 
titles of books that were paſted on the 
gate, which a good many people amuſed 
themſelves in reading, I perceiveda lit- 
tle man among them, who gave his opi- 
nion of all the different works that were 
fo publiſhed. I obſerved that he was 
heard with great attention, which I fan- 
cied, at the ſame time, he believed was 
no more than his due; for he ſeemed 
- vain and poſitive, as little men common- 
by are That new tranflation'gf Ho- 
© race,” ſaid he, © which you ſee adver- 
« tized in ſuch large characters, is a 
4 work in proſe, compoſed by an old 
college -· author; a book in greateſteem 
© among the ſtudents, who have already 
* coMumed four editions of it: and yet 
there is not one man of taſte who' has 
« pnrchaſed a fingle copy.“ His judg- 
ment was fiot a whit more favourable 
for the other books, which he ridiculed 
without exception; ſo that, in all like- 
Hhood, he was an author himſelf,” I 
ſhould not have been tired of hearing 
him to an end; but was obliged to fol- 
low Don Lewis and Don Felix, who be- 
ing as little pleaſed with his diſcourſe, 
as intereſted in the books which he cen- 
ſured, left him in the enjoyment of his 
own criticiſm. 

- We came home at dinner-time, and 
my miſtreſs fitting down at table With 
Pacheco, artfulty turned the converſg- 
tion on her own family. My father, 
aid ſhe, is a cadet of the houſe of 
Mendoza, and ſettled at Toledo; my 
„ mother is fiſter to Donna Ximena de 
Gutman, who came toSalamanca ſome 
« days ago on an affair of importance, 
« with her niece Aurora, the only 
daughter of Don Vincent de Guaman, 
hom, perh yon know. No, 
replied Don Lewis; © but I have often 
« heard of him, as well as of your couſin 
© Aurora. Am I to believe what js re- 
ported of her? I have been affured 
© that nothing equals her underſtanding” 
but her beauty. As for nnderſtand- 
«* ing,” reſumed Don Felix, * the has a 
r pretty good ſhare, and that well eulti- 
© yated: but I don't think her ſo very 
£ handſome. People ſay, that ſhe and I 
very much reſemble one another. 
© If chat be the caſe,” cried Pacheco, 
« ſhe defervesthe reputation ſhe has got: 
« your features are regular; your couſin 
. © muſt be quite enchanting. I wiſh I 


* verſing with her. I undertake” to 
* ſatisfy your curiolity,' replied the pre» 
tended Mendoza 4 and will carry you 
* to my. aunt's houſe this very after- + 
* noon.*. My miſtreſs, all of a ſudden, 
changed the diſcourſe, and talked on 
indifferent ſubjects. Aſter dinner, while 
they were preparing to go and viſit Don- 
na Ximena, I was beforehand with 
them, and ran to advertiſe the duenna, 
that ſhe might be ready to receive them; 
then returning inſtantly, accompanied 
Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis 
to the houſe of his aunt. But they had 
ſcarce entered the houſe, when they met 
Dame Ximena, who deſired them, by a 
ſign, to make no noiſe. © Huſh, huſh !” 
ſaid ſhe, with a low voice, you will 
© awake my niece, who has been tor- 
* mented ſince yeſterday with a terrible 
* head-ache, which has juſt leſt her, and 
* the poor child has been afleep about a 
* quarter of an hour.'—* I am ſorry for 
* this diſappointment,” ſaid Mendoza 
* I was in good hopes of ſeeing my cou- 
© ſin, and had promiſed that pleaſure to 
© my good friend Pacheco,'—* The af- 
fair is not very urgent, replied Ortiz, 
ſmiling; " any may defer it till to- mor- 
* row. The cavaliers converſed a lit- 
tle while with the old geatlewoman, and 
then retired. 7 r 
Don Lewis carried us to the houſe of 

one of his friends, a gentleman whoſe 
name was Don Gabriel-de Pedros, with 
hom we ſpent the reſt of the day, ſup- 
| ped, and did not think of coming home 
till two o'clock in the morning. We 
had got about half way, when we ſtum- 
bled over two men lying upon the 
ground. Thinking they were unfortu- 
nate people who had been aſſaſlinated, 
| we ſtoppe d to give them aſſiſtance, pro- 
vided it was not too late; and as we en- 
deavoured to inform ourſelves of their 
condition, as well as the darkneſs of the 
night would allow, the patrole came up, 
and the commander taking us at firſt for 
the murderers, ordered his men to ſur- 
round us; but he. nonceived a more fa- 
vourable opinion of our morals, when 
he heard us ſpeaky and, by the help of 

a dark lanthorn, ſaw the faces of Men- 
doza and Pacheco. His ſoldiers being 
ordered to examine the condition of the 
two men, who we fancied had been ſlain, 
found that it was a fat licentiate, with 
his man, both in liquor, or rather dead 
drunk. Gentlemen,“ cried one of the 
guard, I Know this Epicure; it is Sig- 
e nior the Licentiate Guyomar, redtor 
ol our university; notwithſtanding the 
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pickle you ſes him in now, he a great 
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© man, a wonderful genius! There is 
© not a philoſopher in Salamanca whom 
© he cannot confute in an argument. 
© He has an unparalleled flow of words: 
© tis pity that he is a little addicted to 
© law-ſuits, the bottle, and a wench. 
© He was, no doubt, on his retura from 
© ſupping with his Iſabella, where un- 
© luckily his man getting as drunk as 
© himſelf, they both tumbled into the 
© kennel. Before the good licentiate 
© was rector, this misfortune frequently 
© happened to him; and you fee honours 
© don't always change the man.“ We 
left thoſe drunkards in the hands of 
thy, patroff, who undertook to carry 
them home, and returning to our lodg- 
ings, every one went to reſt. 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting u 
about noon, Aurora was the firſt ſubje 
of their diſcourſe ; Gil Blas,“ ſaid my 
miſtreſs to me, go to my aunt Donna 
« Ximena, and alk if Signior Pacheco 
and I can have the 7 — of ſeeing 
© my couſin to-day.“ I went to acquit 
myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather to 
concert with the duenna what was to be 
done ; and whea we had taken our 
meaſures, I returned to the falſe Men- 
doza, ſaying, * Signior, your cquſin Au- 
« rora is ſurprigngly well, and charged 
* me to aſſure you from her, that your 


© yilit will be very e and Donna 


© Ximena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco 
that he ſhall always be welcome at her 
© houſe, on your account. * 

I perceived that Don Lewis was 
mightily pleaſed with theſe laſt words; 
my miſtreſs obſerved the ſame, and drew 
a happy preſage from her remark. Im- 
mediately before dinner, Signora Xi- 
mena's valet appeared, and ſaid to Don 
Felix, * Signior, a man from Toledo 
© has been inquiring for you at your 
© aunt's houſe, and left this note.“ The 
| pretended Mendoza opened it, and read 
aloud theſe words: If you are deſirous 
of hearing news of your father, and of 
© being made acquainted with other 
© things of conſequence to you, fail 
© not, on receipt of this, to repair to 
the Black Horſe near the univerſity.“ 
I am, ' ſaid he, too curious to hear 
© theſe things of conſequence, not to 
«© ſatisfy my deſire ing. without 
© takiag leave of you. Pancheco, ' add - 
.ed he, if 1 don't return in two hours, 
. © od may go by yourſelf to my aunt's, 
£ and 1 will come to you there, after 
« dinner. You know what Gil Blas 
* has told you trom Donna Ximena, and 
you have a right to make the vilit.” 
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Soxſaying, he went out, and ordered me 
to follow him. | | | 
You may eaGly gueſs, that inſtead. 
of going to the Black Horſe, we eng 
the road to the houſe where Ortiz lived, 
where, as ſoon as we arrived, Aurora 
took off her fair-coloured tour, waſhed 
and rubbed her eye-brows, dreſſed her- 
(elf like a woman, and became a very 
handſome black-eyed lady, as ſhe na- 
turally was ; for her diſguiſe had chan- 
ged her ſo much, that Aurora and Don 
Felix appeared to be two different peo- 
le. She even ſeemed a great deal tal. 
er as a woman, than as a man; to 
which, indeed, her ſhoe- heels, that were 
high, contributed not a 
little, hen ſhe had improved her 
charms with all the aſſiſtance that art 


could beſtow, ſhe expected Don Lewis 


with, an agitation compoſed of hope and 
fear. Sometimes ſhe confided in her 
beauty and wit, and ſometimes wag 
afraid that her attempt would be nn- 
ſucceſsful. Ortiz, on the other ide, 
ſummoned all her fineſſe to ſecond my 
miſtreſs ; and I, that Pacheco might not 
ſee me in the houſe, like thoſe players 
who appear only in the laſt att, con- 
cealed myſelf till toward the end of 
the viſit, by going out as ſoon as I had 
dined. 

In ſhort, every thing was in order 
when Don Lewis arrived. He was re- 
ceived in a very agreeable manner by 
Lady Ximena, and enjoyed a converſa- 
tion with Aurora two or three hours 
long ; at the end of which, I came into 
the room where they were, and addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to the cavalier, * Signior,* 
ſaid I, * my maſter, Don Felix, cannot 
© be here to- day: hut begs you will ex- 
*cuſe him, becauſe he is in company 
« with three men from Toledo, of whom 
© he cannot diſengage himſelf.—“ Ah! 
the little rake ? gried Donna Ximena, 
© he is certainly ſet in to hard drinking.“ 
—* No, Madam,' 1 replied ; they are 
«© diſcourſing together of very ſerious 
« affairs. He is heartily ſorry that be 
© cannot wait up you,” and ordered 
me to make his apology to you and 
Donna Aurora.'*——* O, I'll have none 
© of his apologies,“ ſaid my miſtreſs; 
© he knows I have been indiſpoſed, an 
* ought to ſhew a little more concer 
for his relation. In order to puni 
© him for his indieren*?, he ſhan't ſe 
me the ſe fiftcen days.'—* Ah, Madam 
ſaid Don Lewis, do not form ſuchacrue 
. N pop e rather to b 
pitied for not being able to viſit you. 
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that nothing equals her underſtanding 
_ © but her beauty. As for nnderſtand- 


© , " * haan-oppenunity of ſaving and-0on-! 


* aa 


Auron, tho. valet of Don Lewis; when, 
* Ropying 
titles © 


- 
- 
. 


no more than his due; ſor he ſeemed, 
_ vain and poſitive, as little men common- 


race, ſaid he, which 


there is not one man of taſte who has 


as ihterefied in the books which he cen- 


my miſtreſs {fitting down at table With 


| faid ſhe, is a cadet of the houſe of 


_ _ » # mother is fiſter to Donna Nimena de 
Guzman, who came to Salamanca ſome 


_ + heard of him, a+ well as of your couſin 


© handſome. People ſay, that the and 
It chat be the calc,” cried Pacheco, 


_ © ſhe defervesthie reputation the has got: 
your features are regular; ydur cn 


give and receive, in order toact the part 


of Don Felis. They went out te walk, 
and I accompanied ihem with Chilin- 


at the univeaiity to look at the 
books that were palted on the 
which a good many people amuſed 


tle man amoag them, who gave his api- | 
nion of all the different works that were 
fo publiſhed, I obſerved at he . was 
heard with great attention, which I fan- 
cied, at the ſame time, he believed was 


That new tranſlation of Ho- 

ich you ſee adver- 
«< tized in ſuch large characters, js a 
© work in proſe, compoſed: by an old 
* college-author; a book in greateſteem 

among the ſtudents, who have already 
conſumed four editions of it: and yet 


by are. 


« purchaſed a ſingle copy.“ His judg- 
ment was fiot a whit. more favourable 
for the other books, which he ridiculed 
without exception; ſo that, in all like- 
hhoot, he was an author himſelf. 1 
ſhould not have been tired of hearing 
him to an end; but was obhged to fol- 
low Don Lewis and Don Felix, who be- 
ing as little pleaſed with his diſcourſe, 


ſured, left him in the enjoyment of his 
- We came home at dinner-time, and 


"Pacheco, artſully turned the converſa · 
tion on her own family. My father, 


Mendoza, and ſettled at Toledo ; my 


« days ago on an affair of importance, 
with her niece Aurora, the only 
daughter of Don Vincent de Gngman, 
hom, perhaps, yon know, - No, 
replied Don Lewis; * but I have often 


Aurora. Am I to believe what js re- 


ug, reſu Don Felix, ſhe has a 
 goodrſhare, and that well eulti- 
© yated : but I don't think her ſo very 


© very much reſemble one another.“ 
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« ſatisfy your curioſity,” replied the pre» 


Megdozs 4 and will carry vou 


to my aunt's honſe this very after- + 


verlag with her. 1 undertake" ts 


* noop.*.. My miſtreſe, all of a ſudden, 
changed dhe diſcourſe, and talked en 


indifferent ſubjecto. Aſtet dinner wile 


they were preparing to go and viſit Don- 


na Ximena, I Was 


beforchand 'with | 
them, and ran to advertiſe. the duenna; 


that-ſhe might be ready to receive them: g 


then returning inſtantly, accompanied 
to the houſe of his aunt. But t 
ſcarce entered the houſe, when they met 
Dame Ximena, who deſired them, by a 
ſign, to make no. h ,, © Huſh, huſh l“ 
ſaid ſhe, with a low voice, you will 
© awake my niece, who has. been tor- 
© mented ſince yeſterday with a terrible 
© head-ache, which has juft-left her, and 


Don Felix, who conducted Don Lewis 2 
hey had 


— 


the poor child has been aſleep about a 


quarter of an hour. I am ſorry for 


* this. diſappointment} ſaid Mendoza; 


I was in good hopes of ſeeing my cou- 


© ſin, and had promiſed that pleaſure to 


my good friend Pacheco,'—* The af- 
© fair.15 not very urgent, zeplied Ortiz, 
defer ittill to-mor- 
e Cavaliers converſed a lit- 
tle while with the old gentlevoman, and 


* 


then retired. ,- © 


Don Lewis carried us to the houſe of 


one of his friends, a gentleman whoſe 
name was Don Gabriel de Pedros, with 
whom we ſpent the reſt of the day, ſup- 
ped, and did not think of coming home 
till two o*clock in che morning. We 
had got about half way, when we ſtum- 


bled over two men lying upon the | 


ground. Thinking they were unfortu- 
hate people who had been aſſaſſinated, 
we ſtopped to give them aſſiſtance, pro- 
vided it was not too late; and as we en- 


dea voured to inform ourſelves of their 
condition, as well as the darkneſs of the 


night would allow, the patrole came UP, | 
and the commander taking us at firſt for 


the murderers, ordered his men to ſfur- 


round us; but he gonceived a more fa- 


vourable opinion of our morals, When 


he heard us ſpeaky and, by the help of 
a datk lamhorn, ſaw the 
doza and Pacheco. 
ordered to examine the condition of the 
two men, who we fancied had been ain, 
found that it was a fat licentiate, wih 
his man, both in liquor, or rather dead 


drunk, Gentlemen, cried one-of the 
guard, * Lknow this Epicure; it is Sig- 
* nior the Licentrafe-Guyomar, * 


© of our unive 
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© man, a wonderful genius! There is 
© not a philoſopher in Salamanca whom 


© he cannot confute in an argument. . 


© He has an unparalleled flow of words: 
© tis pity that he is a little addicted to 
© law-ſuits, the bottle, and a wench. 
© He was, no doubt, on his return from 
© ſupping with his Iſabella, where un- 
© Juckily his man getting as drunk as 
© himſelf, they both tumbled into the 
© kennel, Before the good licentiate 
© was rector, this misfortune frequently 
happened to him; and you ſee honours 
© don't always change the man.“ We 
left thoſe drunkards in the hands of 
the, patrole, who undertook to carry 
th home, and returning to our lodg- 
ings, every one went to reſt. 

* Felix and Don Lewis getting u 
about noon, Aurora was the firſt {1 abet 
of their diſcourſe; * Gil Blas, ſaid my 
miſtreſs to me, go to my aunt Donna 
« Ximena, and alk if Signior Pacheco 
* and I can have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
© my couſin to-day.* I went to acquit 
myſelf of this commiſſion, or rather to 
concert with the duenna what was to be 
done ; and whea we had taken our 
meaſures, I returned to the falſe Men- 
doza, ſaying, * Signior, your cquſin Au- 
« rora js ſurprigngly well, and charged 
me to aſſure you from her, that your 


« yilit will be very agreeable; and Donna 


© Ximena bid me aſſure Signior Pacheco 


that he (hall always be welcome at her 


© houſe, on your account. 


I perceived that Dan Lewis was. 


mightily pleaſed with theſe laſt words; 
my miſtreſs obſerved the ſame, and drew 
a happy preſage from her remark. Im- 
mediately before dinner, Signora Xi- 


mena's valet appeared, and ſaid to Don 


Felix, Signior, a man from Toledo 


© has been inquiring for you at your 
* aunt's houſe, and left this note.“ The 
pretended Mendoza opened it, and read 


aloud theſe words: If you are defirous 


.* of hearing news of your father, and of 


© being made acquainted with other 


«© things of conſequence to you, fail 
© not, on receipt of this, to repair to 
s the Black Horſe near the univerſity.“ 
—* I am, ' ſaid he, too curious to hear 
© theſe things of conſequence, not to 


«© ſatisfy my deſire ing. Rout 


© taking leave of you, —Pancheco,' add - 


ed, he, if I don't return in two hours, 


os 


* 


. © youl may $0 by yourſelf to my aunt's, 


* apd I will come to you there, after 
« dinner. Lou know what Gil Blas 


* has told you trom Donna Ximena, and 


you have a right to make the viſit.“ 
No. 78+ | 


__ 


| 


_ 


e none agen et one? pe 
to follow WAY WS 5. | 
ou. may e gueſs, that inſte 
of going to the Black Horſe, we too 
the road to the houſe where Ortiz liyed, 


where, as ſoon as we arrived, Aurora 
took off her fair-coloured tour, waſhed 
and rubbed her eye-brows, dreſſed her- 
ſelf like a woman, and became a yery 
handſome black -eyed lady, as ſhe na- 
turally was; for her diſguiſe had chan- 
ged her ſo much, that Aurora and Don 
Felix 8 to be two different peo- 
0 She even ſeemed a great deal tal- 
er as a woman, than as a man; to 
which, indeed, her ſhoe- heels, that were 
exceſſively high, contributed not a 
little. hen ſhe had improved her 
charms with all the aſſiſtance that art 
could beſtow, ſhe expected Don Lewis 
with, an agitation compoſed of hope and 
fear. Sometimes ſhe confided in her 
beauty and wit, and ſometimes wag 


| afraid that her attempt would be na- 


ſucceſsful. Ortiz, on the other ſide, 
ſummoned all her fineſſe to ſecond my 
miſtreſs ; and I, that Pacheco might not 
ſee me in the houſe, x 1 thoſe players 
who appear only in the laſt act, con- 
cealed myſelf till toward the end of 
the viſit, by going out as ſoon as I had 
dined. | 

In ſhort, every thing was in order 
when Don Lewis arrived. He was re- 
ceived in a very agreeable manner by 
Lady Ximena, and enjoyed a converſa- 
tion with Aurora two. or three hours, 
long ; at the end of which, I came into 
the room where they were, and addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to the cavalier, * Signior,“ 
ſaid I, my maſter, Don Felix, cannot 
© be here to- day: hut begs you will ex- 
© cuſe him, becauſe he is in company 
* with three men from Toledo, of whom 
© he cannot diſengage himſelf.—“ Ah! 
« the little rake  gried Donna Ximena, 
© he is certainly ſet in to hard drinking.“ 
—* No, Madam,“ I replied ; * they are 
« diſcourſing together of very ſerious 
« affairs. He is heartily ſorry that be 
© cannot wait upqu you,” and ordered 
* me to make his japology to you and 
Donna Aurora. — O, I'll haye none 
© of his apologies,* ſaid my miſtreſs; 
he knows L have, been indiſpoſed, and 
, * ought to ſhew a little more con 
* for his relation. In order to puni 
| © him for his indiferenen, he ſhan't ſe 
me theſe fifteen days.'—* Ah, Madam 
ſaid Don Lewis, © dv not form ſuchacrue 
* reſolution ; Don Felix is rather to b 


an 
pitied for not being able to viſit you. 
„ T 


122 THE HISTORY AND ADVENT 


URES OF 


_—@DQ58% 


They diverted themſelves for ſome 
time with this ſubject, and then Pa- 
checo withdrew. The fair Aurora im- 
mediately transformed herſelf, and re- 
ſuming the appearance of a cavalier, 
returned to the lodgings as ſoon as ſhe 
could, I aſk on, my dear friend,” 
ſaid ſhe to Don Lewis, * for failing to 
meet you at my aunt's, but I could 
© not get rid of the people in whoſe 
company I was: what conſoles me for 
„the diſappointment is, that you have 
© at leaſt had leiſure to fatisfy your 
curioſity. Well, what do 
* of my couſin ?!—* I am enchanted by 
© her?” anſwered Pacheco; * you had rea- 
« ſon to lay ſhe reſembled you. I never 
ſaw teatures more alike: the ſame 
turn of face, the fame eyes, the fame 
mouth, and tone of voice! There is, 
© however, ſome difference between you. 
Aurora is a little taller than you; ſhe 
* is black, and you are fair; you are 
* merry, and ſhe is grave. Theſe are 
* what diftinguiſh you the one from the 
other. As for underſtanding, “ added 
he, I do not believe a celeſtial being 
* can have more than your coulin. In 
* a word, ſhe is a lady of accompliſhed 
merit.“ 

Signior Pacheco pronounced theſe laſt 
words with ſo mich vivacity, that Don 


Felix ſaid, ſmiling, * Friend, I adviſe 


« you for the ſake of your repoſe, to go 
no more to Donna Ximena's. Aurora 
* de Guzman may make your heart 


© ache, and inſpire you with a pafſton— 


There is no occalion for another ſight 
of her to make me in love,“ ſaid he, 
interrupting him; * that is done al- 
* ready.'—* I am forry for it,“ replied 
the pretended Mendoza; for you are 


not one of thoſe who can attach 


* themſelves to one; and my couſin is 
no Iſabella. I cap aſſure you, before- 
* hand, that ſhe will never liſten to a 
© lover, except on honourable terms. 
—* Honourable terms!“ replied Don 


Lewis; * fuxe nobody would offer any 


other to a young lady of her birth! 
Alas, I ſhouid tinnk myſelf the hap- 
« pieſt of men, if ſhe would approve of 
« my addrefles, and cunſent to join her 


« deſtiny to mine l' 

« Since you talk in that ſtyle,“ ſaid 
Don Felix, I am intereſted in your 
© behalf. Vea I liſt myſelf in your ſer- 
vice ;—offeFou all my influence with 
Aurora; and will, to-morrow, bring 
© over my aunt, who has a great ſway 
over her.“ Pacheco returned a thou- 
ſand thanks to the cavalier who made 


him ſuch fair pro:piſes ; and ve per- 


ou think 


—_— 


| 


ceived, with joy, that our ſtratagew 
could not ſucceed better. N. 

we increafed the love of Don Lewis, 
by anew invention. My miſtreſs, hav- 
ing been with Donna Ximena, on pre- 
tence to render her favourable to that 
cavalier, came back, and ſaid to him, 


friend. She was furiouſly prejudiced 
© againſt you; for ſomebody or other 
© had made her believe that you was a 
* downright libertine ; but I undertook 
6 7 defence with eagerneſs, and at 
* laſt deſtroyed the bad impreſſion ſhe 
© had received of your morals. 4 
This is not all,“ purſued Aurora; 
* you muſt talk with my aunt, in my 
8 8 and then we ſhall make 
* ſure of her aſſiſtance. Pacheco ex- 
preſſed extreme impatience to diſcourſe 
with Donna Ximena, and that ſatis- 
faction was granted to him next morn- 
ing, when the falſe Mendoza conducted 
him to Madam Ortiz, and they three 
had a long converſation ; in which Don 
Lewis ſhewed, that he had allowed him- 
ſelf to be very much captivated, in a 
very little time. The artful: Ximena 
teigned to be moved with all the ten- 
derneſs he expreſſed, and promiſed her 
utmoſt endeavour to engage her niece 
to marry him. Pacheco immediately 
threw himſclf at the feet of this fo kind 
an aunt, and thanked her for her triend- 
ſhip ; whereupon Don Felix aſked if his 
couſin was up, No,“ anſwered the 
duenna ; © fie is ſtill-abed, and you can- 
not ſee her at preſent ; but return this 
* afternoon, and you may converſe with 
her at leiſure.“ This anſwer of Madam 
Ximena redoubled, as you may well 
believe, the joy of Don Lewis, Who 
thought the reſt of the forenoon ex- 
tremely tedious, and went back to his 
lodgings with Mendoza, who was not a 
little pleaſed with obſerving in him all 
the marks of genuine love. 
They talked of nothing but Aurora; 
and when they had dined, Don Felix 
' faid to Pacheco, There is a thought 
*come into my head: I am of opinion 
* that I thould go to my aunt's ſome 
minutes before you, and have a little 
chat with my couſin, that I may, if 
* poſſible; diſcover the diſpoktion of her 
heart towards you.“ Don Lewis, ap- 
| proving this ſcheme, let his friend go 
before, and did not ſet out till an hour 
after. So my miſtreſs made fuch good 


— 


4 


Next day, 


* I have ſpoke to my aunt ; whom, with 
much difficulty, I have made your 


uſe of her time, that ſhe was dreſſed like . 
a lady, when her lover arrived. 1 
* thought,” ſaid the Cavalier, after bav- 
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ing ſaluted Aurora and the duenna, * to 
© have found Don Felix here.! You 
«© will fee him immediately,“ anſwered 
Don Ximena ; he is writing in my 


© cloſet.” Upon which Pacheco ſecmed 


to ſwallow the trick, and entered into 
converſation with the ladies: but, not- 
withſtanding the preſence of the helaved 
object, he perceived that the hours ſtole 
away without Mendoza's appearing ; 
and, as he could not help teſtifying ſome 
ſurprize at it, Aurora changing eoun- 


it. Mm. it... 


tenance all of a ſudden, began to laugh, 


and ſaid to Don Lewis, Is it poſſible 
© that you have no ſuſpicion of the trick 
< which has been played upon you ! Do 
© an artificial light-coloured tour, and 
© painted eye-brows, make me ſo unlike 
.© myſelf, that you have been miſtaken 
© by them hitherto ! Undeceive yourſelf, 
then, Pacheco,' continued ſhe, reſum- 
ing an air of gravity; * and know that 
4 Don Felix de Mendoza, and Aurora 
de Guzman, are but one and the ſame 
« perſon !? 

She was not contented with extricat- 
ing him out of his error, but alſo owned 
her paſſion for him, and informed him 
of all the ſteps ſhe had taken towards 
it's ſucceſs. Don Lewis, no leſs charmed 
than ſurprized with what he heard, 
threw himſelf at her feet, exclaiming in 
a tranſport of joy, Ah, beautiful Au- 
* rora! may I then believe myſelf the 
happy mortal whom you have favour- 
t ed ſo much? How thall I recompence 
« your goodneſs, which the.moſt perfect 
6 1 can never enough repay ? Theſe 
words were accompanied with a thon- 
ſand more paſſionate and tender ex- 
preſſions; after which, the two lovers 
conferred upon the meaſures that were 
to be taken towards the accompliſh- 
ment of their mutu:l defizes; and it 
was reſolved that we ſhould ſet out im- 
mediately for Madrid, and bring our 
comedy to a concluſion by marriage. 
This deſign was no ſooner formed than 

ut in execution: in fifteen days Don 
n eſpouded my miſtreſs; and their 
nuptials gave riſe toentertainments and 
infinite rejoicings. 


CHAP. VII 


Gil Blas quits his place, and goes into the 
ſervice of Don Gonzales de Pacheco. 


HREE weeks after this mar- 
riage, my miſtreſs being deſirous 
of recompenſing me for the ſervice 1 
had done her, made me a preſent of a 
hundred piſtoles, ſaying, * Gil Blas, my 
f triend, far from turning you away, 1 


* 


| 


© leave it to your choice to ſtay with ma 
© as long as you pleaſe; but my huf- 
© band's uncle, Don Gonzales de Pa- 
* checo, wants to have you for a valet 
de chambre. I ſpoke to him fo ad- 
© vantageouſly of you, that he affured 
* me, I would do him a favour in part- 
© ing with you to him. He is an old 
© nobleman,” added ſhe, of an excel- 
* lent character, and you will be quite 
happy in his ſervice,” | 

I thanked Aurora for her generoſity, 
and as ſhe had no longer any occaſion 
for me, accepted the poſt to which I was 
recommended; the more willingly, as I 
ſhould ſtill be in the family. One morn» 
inp, therefore, I went with a meſſage 
from my new-married miſtreſs, to Sig- 
nior Don Goneales, who was ſtill a- bed, 
although it was near twelve o'clock. 
When I entered his chamber, 1 found 
him taking ſome broth, which a page 
had brought in. The old gentleman's 
whiſkers were in papers, his eyes almoſt 
quite extinguiſhed, and his face pale and 
meagre, Ne was one of thoſe old boys, 
who have, been great rakes in their 
youth, and are not a whit more ſedate 
in their old age. He received me with 
great civility, and told me, that if I 
would ſerve him with as much zeal as 
I had manifeſted for his niece, I might 
depend upon living happily. I promiſed 
to have the ſame attachment to him 
which I had for her; and that moment 
he engaged me in his ſervice. 

Behuld me, then, with a new maſter ; 
and Heaven knows what ſort of a man 
he was! When he got up, I fancied I 
ſaw the reſurre*tion of Lazarus. Paint 
to your own jr*:;gination a tall body, fo 
lean and withered, tha: when it was 
naked, an anatomiſt might have taught 
oſteology upon it; with legs 1o ſmall, 
that they looked like ſpindles, after he 
had put on thiee or four pair of ſtocke 
ings. This living mummy was beſides 
troubled with an aſthma, and conghed 
at every word he ſpoke. Having drank 
chocolate, he called for paper and ink, 
and wrote a letter, which he ſealed and 
ſent away, according to the direction, 
by the page who had brought the broth : 
then turning ta me, Friend,“ ſaid he, 
thou art the perſun whom 1 intend 
© henceforth to iruſt with my com- 
* niffions, eſpecially thoſe which regard 
Donna Euplnaſia, a young lady cm 
* I love, and who is paſſionately fond 
* of me.'—* Good God ' ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, how can young people help be- 
© lieving themſelves 22 when this 


old dotard thinks himſelf adored ! 
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thou wilt 


« Gil Blas,“ added he, thou ſhalt go 
« with me this very day to her houſe, 
« where I _— every night, and 


«denceand reſerve: far from reſemblin 'B 
* thoſe ſilly coquettes, who can reli 

© nothing but youth, and are won by 
£ appearances only, ſhe has an under- 
© ſtanding already mature and judicious, 
« that requires ſentiment in a man, and 
© prefers a lover of delicacy and taſte, 
© to one of the moſt ſhining exteriors.” 
Signior Don Gonzales did not here finiſh 
the elogium of his miſtrefs, whom he 
repreſented as the epitome of all per- 
fection. But he had a hearer nor eaſily 
perſuaded.” After the conduct of the 
actreſſes, which I had ſeen, I did not 
look upon old noblemen as people very 
happy in their amours. I pretended, 
however, out of complaiſance, to believe 
all that my maſter ſaid. I did more; 1 
extolled the difcernment and taſte of 


'Euphraſia, and was even impudent 


enough to affirm, that ſhe could not 
have a more aiable gallant. 
The good old gentleman did not per- 


ceive that I had made game of him; but, 


on the contrary, applauded my good 
ſenſe. So true it is, that a ſycophant 
may run any riſque with the great, who 
ſwallow all kinds of flattery, ler it be 
ever ſo abſurd, The old man having 
written his letter, pulled ſome hairs out 
cf his beard with a pair of pincers, 
cleaned his eyes of a thick gum that 
filled them, waſhed his ears and hands, 
and after having performed his ablu- 
tions, painted his whiſkers, eye-brows, 
and hair, of a black colour; continuing 
longer at his toilet that, an old widow 


- who ſtudies to hide the outrages of time 


upon her. Juſt as he had done drefling, 
another gentleman in years, one of his 


friends, entered, whoſe, name was the 


Count d' Aſumar. But he, far from 
concealing his grey hairs, ſupported 
himſelf on a cane, and ſeemed to glory 
in his old age, rather than in appearing 
wenung. * Signior Pacheco,” ſaid he, as 
he came in, I am come to dine with 
vou. Vou are very welcome. count, 
anſwered my maſter. Meanwhile, hav- 
ing embraccd one another, they fat 
down, and entered into converſation, 
till ſuch time as dinner was ready. 

The diſcourſe turned, at tiſt, upon a 
bril}- teaſt, which had been celebrated a 


ſew days before; and as they mentioneck 


the cavaliers who had thewn the greateſt 
vizour and addreſs, the old count, like 
another Neſtor, who from talking of 


the preſent, always took occaſion to 


charmed with her pru- 
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at the diſtance of an hundred 


praife the paſt, ſaid, with a ſigh, © Alas! 
© I'fee no men now-a-days comparable 
*ro thoſe I have known heretofore ; 
* and the tournaments are not perform- 
ed with half the magnificence that 
they were when.I was a young man?! 
I laughed within myſelf at the prejudice 
of honeſt Signior d' Aſumar, who did 
not confine it to tournaments only; but 
I femember, when the deſert was ſet 
upon the table, ſeeing ſome fine peaches 
ſerved up, he obſerved, * In my time, 
the peaches were much larger than 
they are at preſent ; nature degenerates 
* every day.“ —“ At that rate,“ faid Don 
Gonzales, ſmiling, * the peaches of 
* Adam's time muſt have been wonder- 
fully large P * 

Count d' Aſumar ſtaid almoſt the 
whole day with my maſter; who no 
ſooner found himfelf diſengaged, than 
Ne went out, bidding me follow him. 
He went to Euphralia's, who lodged 
paces 
from our houſe; and found her in a 
very handſome apartment. She was 
pally dreſſed, and had ſuch a yourh- 
ul air, that I concluded ſhe was under 
age, although ſhe was good thirty years 
oſd at leaſt. She was really handfome, 
and her underſtanding ſoon raiſed my 
admiration; for the was not one of 
thoſe coquettes who have nothing to 
recommend them but idle ribaldry and 
looſe behaviour ; ſhe was modeſt in her 
manners, as well as in her converſation, 
and talked with a great deal of wit, 
without the leaſt affectation. O Hea- 
© ven!” ſaid I to myſelf, is it poſlible 
that a perſon or ſuch delicacy can be 
© a lady of pleaſure?” I imagined that 
impudence was inſeparable from all 
women of her prcfeſſion, and was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee one with the appear- 
rance of modeſty; not reflecting, that 
theſe princeſſes know how to aſſume 
any ſhape, and accommodate themſelves 
to the characters of the people of for- 
tune and nobility that Fall into their 
hands. When their gallants are pleaſed 
with fre and tranſport, they are briſk 
and petulant; and with thofe who love 
reſerve, practiſe a prudent and virtuous 
belfaviour. They are the true came- 
leons, who change colour according to 


the humour and diſpoſition of the men 


whom they approach. 

Don Gonzales was none of thoſe 
oblemen who are taken with your bold 
eauties ;' he could not bear ladies of 
that claſs: on the contrary, could re- 
liſh no woman, unleſs the had the ap- 


pearance of a veſtal, Euphraſia, there- 


fore, 


fore, modelled herfelf- accordingly, 
and ſhewed that all the actreſſes 
are not employed in the theatre. Leav- 
ing my maſter with the nymph, I went 
down ſtairs into a hall, where 1 found 
an old chamber-maid,, whom I had 
known a waiting-woman to an actreſs, 
Recollecting me immediately, ſhe ſaid, 
What! is it yon, Gil Blas? You have 
« quitted Arſenia, it ſeems, as I did Con- 
£ (tintia.'—* Yes, truly,“ anſwered 1; 
it is a long time ſince 1 left her, and 
© went to ſerve a young lady of faſhion. 
A player's life is not to my taſte, and 
© therefore diſmifſed myſelf, without 
s deigning to come to the leaſt expla- 
f nation with Arfenia.'—* You was in 
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© the right,” replied the chambex-maid, | 


whoſe name was Beatrice; © I ſerved 
s Conſtantia prefty much in the ſame 
© manner: one morning early 1 gavein 
my accounts very coldly, which ſhe re- 
© ceived without uttering one ſyllable, 
© and ſo we parted cavalierly enough.“ 
am extremely glad,” ſaid I, that 
£ we now meet in a more honourable 
© honſe: Donna Enphraſia ſeems to be 
© a ſort of woman of faſhion, and 1 be- 
© lieve her character is very good,'— 
£ You are not at all miſtaken,” ſaid the 
old waifing-woman ; * the is of a very 
good family; and as for her temper, 
© I can aſſure you, there never was one 
© more equal and ſweet. She is none of 
'© thoſe paſſionate and difficult miſtreſſes 
© who find fault with every thing; ſcold 
© inceffantly 3 torment their domeſticks ; 
© and, in a word, make a hell of their 
© ſervice. I never once heard her grum- 
* ble; but when I happen to do anv 
_** thing contrary to her inclination, ſhe 
« reproves me without rage, and never 
lets one of thoſe epithets eſcape her, of 
* which your violent dames are ſo libe- 
© ral.'—* My maſter,* I reſumed, is 
© alſo very ſweet-tempered : he is the 
peſt· tempe red mortalalive; and there- 
© fore you and | are much more happy 
than when we were in the ſervice of 
© attreſſes.'—" A thouſand times more 
© happy!' replied Beatrice; © inſtead of 
© leading a life of noiſe and tumult, 1 
© now live, as it were, in a retreat. No 
man enters theſe doors but Sigmor Don 
© Gonzales. I ſhall fee nobody but you 
© in my ſolitude, for which I am not at all 
© ſorry; for I have had an uffeftion for 


you a long time, and more than once 


« envied the happineſs of Laura, in hav- 
© ing you for a gallant. But, in ſhort, 
1 hope to be as happy as ſhe; for, 
though I have neither her youth nor 
her beaury, by way of amends, I hate 


* 


As honeſt Beatrice was one of thoſe 
perfons who are obliged to make a ten- 
der of their favours, becauſe nobody 
will aſk them, I was not, at all tempt- 
ed to profit by her advances: I did not 
defire, however, that ſhe ſhould per- 
ceive my contempt, and was even po- 
lite enough to expre(s myſelf in ſuch a 
manner, as that ſhe did not loſe all 
hopes of engaging my heart. I ima- 
gined then that I had made a conqueſt 
of an old chamber-maid, but happened, 
on this occalion, to be deceived; ſhe did 
not behave in this manner to me, for my 
own ſake only: her deſign was to inſpire 
me with love, that ſhe might bring me 
over to the intereſt of her miſtreſs, for 
whom ſhe was ſo zealous, that ſhe did 
not mind what it coſt her, in promoting 
her advantage. I found my error next 
morning, when I carried a billet-doux 
from my maſter to Euphraſia, That 
lady gave me a moſt gracious reception, 
and ſaid a thouſand obligings things, in 
which ſhe was joined by her maid : one 
admired my phytiognomy, while the 
other obſerved in me an air of prudence 
and ſagacity. According to them, Sig- 
nior Don Gonzales poſſeſſed a treaſure, 
in having ſucha valet. Ina word, t 
praiſed me ſo much, that 1 ſuſpected 
their applauſe, and even diſcerned the 
motives of it; but I received it, in ap- 
pearance, with 'all the ſimplicity of a 
fool, and by this counterplot effectually 
deceived the ſharpers, who at laſt pull- 
ed off the maſk. 

© Hark'e, Gil Blas,“ ſaid Euphraſia 
to me, it depends upon thyſelf to make 
thy fortune. Let us act in concert, 
* my friend. Don Gonzales is old, and 
his conſtirution fo crazy,” that the leaſt 
touch of a fever, aſſiſted by an able 
* phylician, will carry him oft. Let us 
* make the beſt of the little time he has 
© left, and exert ourſelves fo, as that he 
* may leave the beſt part of his eſtate to 
me. Thou ſhalt have a good ſhare of 
the booty, and thou mayeſt depend 
upon my promiſe, as much as if I had 
made it before all the notaries of Ma- 
drid.— Madam,” anſwered I, © you 
may command your humble ſervant, 
You have nothing to do but to pre- 
© ſcribe my conduct, and you ſhall be 
© ſatisfhed.'—* Very well,” ſhe replied ; 
thou muſt obſerve thy maſter, and give 
me an account of all his proceedings: 
* when you talk to him in private, don't 
fail to turn the converſation upon wo- 


| * men, and from thence artfully take 


occaſion 


THE 


* occaſion to ſpeak well of me. Ply 
* him with Euphraſia as much as poſſi- 
© ble; and I again recommend it to you, 
© to be very attentive to what paſſes 
© in the family of the Pachecos; if you 
« perceive that any relation of Don Gon. 
* zales is extremely officious about him, 
* and aims at the ſucceſſion to his eſtate, 
5 acquaint me with it immediately; that 
4 is all I aſk, and I ſhall fend him a- 
dritt in a very little time; for I know 
© the different characters of his relations, 
© and the ridiculous lights in which they 
* may be repreſented to him; having 
already prejudiced him pretty ſucceſs- 
£ fully againſt all his nephews and cou- 
4 ſins.“ 

By theſe inſtructions, and others 
which Euphraſia added, I concluded 
that this lady was one of thoſe who at- 
tached themſelves to generous old men. 
She had lately prevailed upon Don Gon- 
zales to ſell an eſtate, the price ot which 
ſhe had converted to her own uſe; the 
extorted from him valuable moveables 
every day; and, beſides, had reaſon to 
hope that ſhe would not be forgotten inhis 
will. I pretended to engage willingly to 
do all that ſhe deſired; and, diſſim ulation 
apart, doubted within myſelf, on my re- 
turn home, whether 1 ſhould contribute 
to impoſe upon my maſter, or underiake 
to.detach him from his miſtreſs. The 
laſt of theſe reſolutions ſeemed more ho. 
nourable than the other, and I felt 
myſelf more inclined to fulfil than 
betray my duty: befides, Euphraſia had 
made me no poſitive proniſe, and that, 
perhaps, was the occaſion of my fidFlity's 
remaining uncorrupted. 1 reſolved, 
therefore, to ſerve Don Gonzales with 
zeal, perſuading myſelf, that if I ſhould 
be lucky enough to divert his attection 
from his idol, I ſhould be better reward- 
ed for this good action, than for all the 
bad ones 1 could commit. 

That I might the more eaſily accom- 
pliſh what 1 propoled, I ſhewed myſelf 
entirely devoted to the ſervice of Donna 
Euphraſia; 1 made her believe, that I 
ſpoke of her inceſſantly to my maſter; 
and accordingly invented fables, Which 
ſhe took for ſterling truth. I inſinuated 
myſelf ſo much into her good graces, 
that ſhe thought me entirely in her in- 
tereſt; and till, the better to impoſe 
upon her, affected to appear in love with 
Beatrice; who, ravithed to ſee, at her 
age, a young lover at her beck, did not 
much mind being deceived, provided 
ſhe was deceived agreeably, Whenmy 
maſler and 1 were each with his own 
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| Euphraſia wanted to ſeduce me; 
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princeſs, we compoſed two very diffe- 
rent pictures in the ſame taſte. Don 
Gonzales, | gre and withered as I have 
repreſented him, when he attempted to 
ogle, looked like a wretch in his laſt ago- 
nies; and my infanta, in proportion to 
the ſeeming increaſe of my paſſion, aſ- 
ſumed ſtill more and more childiſh airs, 
and practiſed all the artifice of an old 
coquette, which ſhe had been learnin 
theſe forty years at leaſt ; having been 
refined jn the ſervice of ſome of thoſe 
heroines of gallantry, who can pleaſe 
eren in their old age, and die loaded with 
the ſpoils of two or three generations. 
I was not fatisfied with following my 
maſter, every evening, to the houſe of 
Euphraſia ; I ſometimes went thither, 
alone, by day ; but at what hour ſoever 
went in, I never met with any man, 


or woman either, of a ſuſpicious appear- 


ance; nor could 1 diſcover the leaſt trace 
of 1-+fidelity ; a circumſtance that ſur- 
prized me not a little : for I could not 
imagine that ſuch a handſome lady could 
be exactly true to Don Gonzales. And 
in this, ſurely, my judgment was not too 
raſh; for the fair Euphraſia (as you will 
preſently ſee) that ſhe might wait with 
the more patience for my maſter's eſtate, 
was provided with a lover more agree- 
able to a woman of her age. 

One morning, when I carried, as 
uſual, a letter to the princeſs, I perceiv- 
ed, while I was in her chamber, the 
feet of a man cencealed behind the ta- 
peſtry. I went away, without ſeeming 
to obſerve them; but although I ought 
not to have been ſurprized at this ob- 
ze&t, which was no buſineſs of mine, I 
did not tail to reſent it. Ah, perfi- 
* dious wretch!' ſaid I to myſelf, in a 
paſſion; * ah, wicked Euphraſia ! thou 
* art not ſatisfed with impoling upon a 
good old gentleman, - by Ween 
him that he is beloved, but thou mu 
* alſo crown thy perfidy, by abandoning 
* thyſelf to another!' What a fool was 
I (now I think on it) to moralize in this 
manner! I ought rather to have laugh- 
ed at the adventure, and looked upon it 
as a Compenſaiion for the tireſome lan- 
guid moments ſhe underwent in her 
commerce with my maſter: I ſhould, 
at leaſt, have done better in holding my 
tongue, than in ſeizing this occaſion of 
acting the conſcientious valet. But, in- 
ſtead of moderating my zeal, I entered 
warmly into the intereſt of Don Gon- 
zales, to whom I made a faithful report 
of what I had ſeen : I even added, that 
I con- 


cealed 
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cealed nothing of what ſhe had ſaid on 
that occaſton ; and it was his own fault 
if he was not perfectly acquainted with 
the character of his miſtreſs. He was 
confounded at the information, and a 
ſmall emotion of wrath that appeared 
in his countenance, ſeemed to preſage 
that the lady ſhould not be unfaithful to 
him with impunity. Enough, Gil 
Blas, ſaid he, 1 am extremely ſenſi- 
©ble of thy attachment, and pleaſed 
with thy fidelity; Iwill go inſtantly to 
© Euphraſia, and load her with re- 
* proaches, and break for ever with the 
© ungrateful creature !* So ſaying, he 
went out accordingly ; and diſpenſed 
with my attendance, that he might 
ſpare me the diſagreeable part I had to 
play during their ecclairciſſement. 

I waited for my maſter's return with 
a world of impatience ; not doubting, 
that as he had ſo much cauſe to complain 
of his nymph, he would came back al- 
together detached from her allurements. 
On this ſuppoſition, I applauded myſelf 
for what I had done; I repreſented to 
myſelf the ſatisfaction which the natu- 
ral heirs of Don Gonzales would have, 
when they learned that their kinſman 
was no longer the ſport of a paſſion ſo 
contrary to their intereſts; I flattered 
myſelf, that they would confider me for 
it ; and, in ſhort, that I had diſtinguiſh- 
ed myſelf from other valets, who are 
uſually more apt to encourage their maſ- 
ters in debauchery than to reclaim them. 
I was in love with honour; and reflect- 
ed, with pleaſure, that I ſhonld paſs for 
the Corypheus of all domeſticks. But 
this idea, agreeable as it was, vaniſhed 
in a tew honrs; when my patron arriv- 
77 ſaid, Friend, I have had a very 
* ſharp converſation with Euphralia, 
« who affirms, that thou haſt miſrepre- 
« ſented her, and art, it the is to be be- 
© lieved, no other than an impoſtor, alto- 
* gether devoted to my nephews ; out of 
© regard to whom, thou ſpareſt nothing 
© to make me quarrel with her. I ſaw 
real tears trickle from her eyes, and 
© ſhe ſwore by all that was ſacred, that 
© ſhe never made any iy re to thee, 
s nor ever ſees a man. Beatrice, who 
© ſeems to be a good girl, proteſted the 
© (ame thing, in ſuch a manner, that 
© my _ was appeaſed in ſpite of 
© my teeth.“ | 

© How, Sir?” ſaid I, © iaterruptinghim 
in a ſorrowful manner, © do you doubt 
my lincerity? do you diſtruf — No, 
* child,” faid he, interrupting me in his 


turn; 1 do thee all manner of juſ- 


* tice; 1 don't believe thee ina confede- 
= ” 


| 


c with my nephews. I am per- 
* ſuaded that thou art concerned for my 
© intereſt only, and I am obliged to thee ; 
© but appearances are deceitful. Per- 
© haps, what thou ſaweſt, exiſted only in 
| 6 = own imagination ; and, in that 
* caſe, thou mayeſt gueſs how diſagree- 
| © able thy accufation muſt be to Euphra- 
© fia, Be it as it may, ſhe is a perſon 
* whom I cannot help loving. I muſt 
© even make the ſacrifice to her which 
© ſhe demands, and that ſacrifice is thy 
© diſmiſſion. I am ſorry for it, my poor 
© Gil Blas,“ added he; and I afſure 
© thee I conſented to it with regret ; but 
© I could not do otherwiſe. What ought 
© to conſole thee is, that I ſhall not ſend 
© thee away unrecompenſed; and I in- 
© tend to ſettle thee with a lady, a friend 
« of mine, where thou wilt live very 
© agreeably.? ; 
was very much mortified to ſee my 

zeal thus turned againſt myſelf: 1 curfed 
Euphraſia, and deplored the weakneſsof 
Don Gonzales, who allowed himſelt to 
be led by the noſe. The good old man 
being very ſenſible, that in turning me 
away, merely to pleaſe his miſtreſs, he 
did not behave in the moſt manly man- 
ner, made amends for his effeminacy, 
and gilded the pill 1 was to ſwallow, with 
a preſent of fifty ducats. Next day, 
carrying me to the Marchioneſs of 
\ Chaves, he told her, in my hearing, 
that I was a young man that poſſeſſed 
many good qualities ; that he had a re» 
gard for me, but family reaſons not per- 
mitting him to keep me in his ſervice, 
he begged ſhe would admit me into her 
family. She received me that inſtant 
into the number of her domeſticks ; fo 
that 1 found myſelf tranſlated, all of a 
ſudden, into a new place, 


Er. um: 


The cg aracter of the Marchioneſi of Chaves, 
| 8 of thoſe people who uſually viſited 
7. . — . 


HE Marchioneſs of Chaves whs 

a widow of five and thirty, hand- 
ſome, tall, and well ſhaped, who en- 
joyed a yearly income of ten thouſand 
ducats, without the care and incum- 
brance of children. I never ſaw a wo- 
man of more gravity, or one who ſpoke 
leſs; though this did not hinder her 
from being looked upon as the moſt 
witty lady in Madrid. The great con- 
courſe of people of quality, and men of 
learning, whodaily frequented her houſe, 
contributed; perhaps, more than any 


| thing ſhe ſaid, to give her this reputa- 
2 tion. 


ro 
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tion. But this I will not undertake to 
decide; let it ſuffice to ſay, that her 
name imported the idea of a ſuperior 
genius, and that her houſe was called, by 
way of excellence, the court of criticiſm. 

There was actually ſome performance 
or other read here every day, ſometimes 
new plays, and ſometimes other pieces 
of poetry ; but nothing except ſerious 
ſubjects were deemed worthy'of atten- 
tion, humorous pieces being deſpiſed ; 
the beſt comedy, or the moſt ingenious 
and witty romance, was looked upon as 
a feeble production, that deſexved no 
praiſe; whereas, the leaſt ſerious work, 
ſuch as an ode, eclogue, or ſonnet, paſ- 
ſed for the great effort of human under- 
ſtanding. But it often happened, that 
the publick did not confirm the ſentence 
of the court; on the contrary, was 
ſometimes ſo impolite as to ni thoſe 
pieces which had been there very much 
applauded. 

I was chamberlain in this houſe ; that 
is, my office conſiſted in getting every 
thing ready in the apartment of my lady, 
for the reception of company, and to 
ſet the chairs for the men, and the 
cuſhions for the women ; after which I 
ſtationed myſelf at the chamber-door, 
to announce“ and introduce, the perſons 
who arrived. While I was * 
in this office, for the fiſt time, 
vernor of the pages, who by accident was 
then in the anti-chamber with me, de- 
ſcribed them all very pleaſantly, as they 
came in. His name was Andrew Mo- 
lina, naturally dry and ſatirical, with 
a good ſhare of underſtanding. A biſho 
being the firſt who preſented hiniſelf, 
I announced him; and when he was en- 
tered, the governor obſerved, That 
« prelate is a man of a very pleaſant cha- 
© racter : having a little credit at court, 


© he would fain make every one believe, 


© that he has a great deal, and offers his 
« intereſt to all the world, without ſerv- 
© ing any body. One day, meeting at 
court with a gentleman who ſaluted 
him, he ſtopped, loaded him with ci- 


« yiiities, and ſqueezing his hand, ſaid, 


4% ] am wholly devoted to your ſervice ; 
% pray, Sir, put me to the proof: I (hall 
« never die ſatisfied until J have an op- 
4 portunity of obliging you!“ The gen- 
* tleman thanked him in a very grateful 
manner; they parted ; and the prelate 
« ſaid to one of his followers, ** I think I 
% know that man; Lhavea confuſed idea 
4% of having ſeen him ſomewhere.” 


= The announcer, from the Latin word azmyxciare, is a domeſtick, whe ſtands in th 
viſiting dye, aud pronounces aloud the names of the company as they enter. | 


— 
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Immediately after the biſhop, the ſon 
of a grandee appeared ; and when I had 
introduced him to my lady's chamber, 
That nobleman,” ſaid Molina, is ano- 
* ther original. You muſt know, that 
he goes often to a houſe, in order to 
* treat of ſome zmportant affair with the 
* gentleman who lives in it, and comes 
* away without remembering to ſpeak 
* a ſyllable about the matter.'—But,' 
added the governor, ſeeing two ladies 
advance, * there comes Donna Angela 
de Pennafiel, and Donna Margarita de 
© Montalvan, two ladies between whem 
* there is not the leaſt reſemblance : 
* Donna Margarita, who piques herſelf 
© on being a philoſopher, will undertake 


+ the moſt profound doctors of Sala- 


* manca in a diſpute, without ſufferin 
their arguments to get the better © 
* her argumentation. As for Donna 
* Angela, ſhe does not affect the virtuoſo, 
although her underſtanding is perfect- 
C ly well cultivated : her converſation is 
* ſenſible, her ſentiments refined, and 
© her expreſſion delicate, noble, and na- 
© tural.'—* This laſt is an amiable cha- 
© rater,” ſaid I to Molina; but the 
* other, in my opinion, is inconſiſtent 
with the fair-ſex,'—* Not very con- 
* fiſtent !* he replied with a ſacer: and 
© even a great many men are rendered 
* ridiculous by ſuch a diſpoſition, Ma- 
dam the marchioneſs, our lady,” con- 
tinued he, * is alſo a little tainted 
* with 5 What wrangling 
* will there be here to-day |! God grant 
* that religion may not be concerned in 
* the diſpute ! | 

As he ſpoke theſe words, we perceiv- 
ed a meagre man come in, with an air of 
reſerve and a grim countenance, My 
governor did not ſpare him. * This 
here,“ faid he, is one of our ſerious 
* wits, who would fain paſs for great 
« geniufes, by the favour of a few ſen- 
© tences learned from Seneca, and who 
© are eaſily detected to be faols, it you 
examine them a little cloſely.” The 
next that came in was a well-ſhaped ca- 
valier with a Grecian mien, that is, a 
very ſelf-ſufficient appeaxance : when I 
aſked who he was, Molinaanſwered, He 
* isa dramatick poet, who has compoſed, 
in his time, an hundred thouſand 
© verſes, which. never brought him in 
* four-pence : but, in recompence for 
that, he has procured a- conliderable 


* ſettlement by (ix lines of proſe.” 
I was going to inform myſelf of the 


* 
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nature of a fortune got ſo eaſily, when 
I heard a great noiſe on the ſtair-caſe. 
Good] cried the governor, * there 
: comes the Licentiate Campanario, who 
© gives notice of his approach before he 
« appears; and, beginning to talk at the 
© ſtreet-door, continues without inter- 
+ miſſion until he goes away.“ Sure 


enough, the whole houſe rang again 


with the voice ef the thundering ticen- 
tiate ; who, at length, entered the anti- 
chamber witha batchelor of hisacquaint- 
ance; and did not leave off ſpeaking all 
the time his viſit laſted. © Signior Cam- 
panario;” ſaid I to Molina, * ſeems to 
* be a great geuius.'—Yes,” replied my 
governor ; he has ſome bright ſallies, 
* quaint expreſſions, and a good deal of 
4 humour ; but, over and above his be- 
© ing an unconſcionable talker, he does 
© not fail to make repetitions ; and, not 
© to over rate his talents, I believe the 
* agreeable and comick air with which 
© he ſeaſons every thing he ſays, conſti- 
© tutes his chief merit: for the greateſt 
6 pare of his ſtrokes would do no great 
© honour to a collection of witticiſms.” 

Abundance of other people came in, 
of whom Molina made many humour- 
ous pictures, ameng which he did not 
forget that of the marchioneſs. * 1 aſ- 
© ſure you, ſaid he, our patronels is a 
lady of a very even temper, in ſpite of 
all her philoſophy. She is not at all 
« difficult to pleaſe, and one is ſubjected 
© to very few caprices in her ſervice. 


She is one of the moſt reaſonable Wo- 


men of quality I know, and is even 


« without paſſion; ſhe has as little taſte 


© for gallantry as for play, and loves 
© converſation only: in fhort, moſt la- 
dies would think her way of life infup- 
„ portably tireſome.* The governor, 
by this elogium, prepoſſeſſed me in the 
favour of my miſtreſs; nevertheleſs, 
ſome. days after, I could not help ſuſ- 
pecting that ſhe was not ſuch an enemy 
to love: and I will relate on what foun- 
dation my ſuſpicion was built. 

One morning, while ſhe was at her 
toilet, a-little man preſented himſelf to 
me, about forty years old, of a diſagree- 
able figure, more dirty than the author 
Pedro de Noya, and very much hunch- 
backed into the bargain. Whenhe told 
me he wanted to ſpeak with the marchi- 
oneſs, 1 aſked him, From whom!“ to 
which he anſwered, with a haughty look, 
From myſelf: tell her I ara the gen- 
'$ tleman of whom ſhe ſpoke yeſterday to 
Donna Anna de Velaſco.' I intro- 
duced him into my lady's apartment, and 
ſignified his arrival: upon which ſhe 
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immediately exclaimed, in a tranf 

of joy, Shew him in!“ She not only 
pave him a favourable reception, but 

ikewiſe ordered all her women out of 
the room; ſo that the little hunch- back, 
more happy than an honeſter man re- 
mained alone with her; while the cham. 
ber-maids and I made ourſelves mer 
with this fine tète A tEte that laſted near 
an hour; after which, my putroneſs 
diſmiſſed the crook-back, loaded with 
civilities, that ſhewed how well the was 
ſatisfied with his converſation; which, 
in effect, captivated her fo much, that 
ſhe told. me, one evening, in private, 
© Gil Blas, when the man with the 
*hunch returns, bring him into my 
apartment as ſecretly as poſſible." I 
obeyed ; and when the little man came 
back next morning, conducted him 

a private ſtair-caſe to my lady's cham- 
ber. I performed the ſame office, moſt 
devoutlv, two or three times, without 
ſuſpetting that there could be any gal- 
lantry in the caſe; but the malignity 
which is ſo natural to mankind ſoon in- 
ſpired me with ſtrange ideas; and I 
concluded, that the inclination of the 
marchioneſs was either very whimſical, 
or that the hunch- back acted the part of 
a go-between. | 

Prepoſſeſſed with this opinion, I often 

ſaid to myſelf, + If my lady is in love 
© with a handſome man, I forgive her; 
© but if ſhe is captivated with this ba- 
© boon, truly I cannot excuſe the depra- 
© vity of her taſte.” How much was I mi- 
ſtaken in my patroneſs | the little hunch- 
back dabbled - in magick ; and, as his 
(kill had been extolled to the marchio- 
neſs, who willingly liſtened to the delu- 
fions of ſuch impoſtors, ſhe honoured 
him with theſe private converſations, in 
which he ſhewed her things ina glaſs; 
taught her to turn the ſieve; andg for 
money, revealed all the myſteri the 
cabala; vr rather, to ſpeak y, he 
was a (barper, who ſubſiſted at the ex- 
pence of credulous people, and way faid 
to have ſeveral women of quality under 
contribution. 


CHAP. IX. F 


The incident in conſequence of which Gil Blas 
quitted the Marchtoneſs de Chaves ; and 
the courſe he followed afterwards. 


Had already lived fix months with 
the Marchioneſs de Chaves; and, I 
confeſs, was ſatisfied with my condition : 
but the deſtiny I had to fulfil would not 
ermit me to live longer in that lady's 
ouſe, nor even in Madrid; I will 
R | therefore 
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therefore recount the adventure that 
obliged mie to remove from both. 
Among my lady's maids, there was 
one called Portia; who, beſides her 
youth and beauty, poſſeſſed ſuch an 
amiable character, that I attached my- 
ſelf to her, without knowing that I muſt 
diſpute her heart with a rival. The ſe- 
cretary of the marchioneſs, who was a 
roud man, and very much addicted to 
Bay, being captivated with my prin- 
ceſs, nd ſooner perceived my paſſion, 
than, without endeavouring to find out 
my reception with Portia, he reſolved 
to 'fight me it ſingle combat, and for 
this purpoſe appointed me to meet him 
one morning in a private place. . As he 
was a little man, whoſe head ſcarce 
reached my ſhoulders, and ſeemed at 
the ſame time very weak, I did not 
think him a very dangerous rival, but 
repaired with great confidence to the 
place appointed, in hopes of gaining an 
eaſy victory, and making a merit of it 
with Portia: but the event did not an- 
ſwer my expeRation. The little ſecre- 
tary, who had been two or three years 
at the fencing-ſchool, diſarmed me like 
an infant, and holding the point of his 
ſword to my throat, Prepare,“ ſaid he, 
* for the mortal blow; or elſe give me 
thy word of honour that thou wilt this 
day quit the ſervice of the Marchio- 
© neſs de Chaves, and never more think 
« of Portia.” I made him that promiſe, 
and kept it without reluctance ; being 
aſhained to appear before the reſt of the 
ſervants, after my defeat, eſpecially be- 


fore the fair Helen who had been the 


cauſe of our duel. My ſole intention in 
returning to the houſe, was to carry off 
my goods and money ; which having 
done, 1 ſet out the ſame day for Tole- 
do; my purſe being pretty well fur- 
niſhed, and my back loaded with a bun» 
dle compoſed of my whole wearing-ap- 
parel : for though I had not engaged to 
quit Madrid, I thought proper to leave 
jt, at leaſt for ſome years; and formed 
the reſolution of making the tour of 
Spain, and of halting at every town. 
The money I have,“ ſaid I to myſelf, 
8 will carry me a great way; for I don't 
« intend to be extravagant; and when I 
© have no more, 1 will betake myſelf 
© again to ſervice. A young man of my 
« accompliſhments will fiad places in 
© abundance, whenever he pleaſes to go 
in queſt of them.” 

I longed, in particular, to ſee Tole- 
do; whither I arrived at the end of 
three days, and took up y lodging at 
a good inn, where I palled for a gentle- 


— 


| 


man of conſequence, by the favonr- of 
my intriguing dreſs, which I did not fail 
ro put on, and by the foppiſh airs which 
affected. It was in my own option to 
eſtabliſh a correſpondence with ſome 
handſome women who lived in the 
neighbourhood : but nnderſtanding that 
I muſt begin by ſpending a good deal of 
money upon them, I ridled my de- 
fires; and feeling ſtill a ſtrong inclina- 
tion for travelling, after having ſeen 
every thing that was curious in Toledo, 
I left it one morning by break of day, 
and took the road to Cuenca, with an 
intention to goto Arragon. On the ſe- 
cond day of my journey, I went into an 
inn on the road; and juſt as I ſat down 
to refreſh myſelf, a company of ſoldiers 
belonging to the Holy Brotherhood came 
in, and calling for wine, fell to drink- 
ing. While they were over their cups, 
I heard them deſcribe a young man 
whom _ had orders to apprehend, 
The gentleman,” ſaid one of them, is 
* not more than twenty years ofage, has 
© long black hair, a good ſhape, an 
* aquiline noſe, and is mounted on a 
© bay horſe.” 

I liſtened without ſeeming to give at- 
tention to what they ſaid, and truly I 
did not concern myfelf much about the 
matter. Leaving them in the inn, I ſet 
forward on my journey, and had not 
walked a quarter ot a = when 1 
met a young gentleman of a good mien, 
mounted on a cheſnut-coloured horſe. 
© Upon my faith,” ſaid I to myſelf, „this 
*is the man whom the ſoldiers are in 
© ſearch of : he has long black hair, and 
© an aquiline noſe. I muſt do him a 
good ſervice.— Sir,“ ſaid I to him, 
© give me leave to aſk, whether or not 
* you have ſome affair of honour on 
* your hands?* The young gentleman, 
without making any reply, locked ear- 
neſtly at me, and ſeeme 1 at 
my queſtion. Upon which I aſſured 
him, that it was not out of curioſity that 
I had addreſſed him in this manner; 
and he was very well convinced of it, 
when 1 told him what I had overheard 
at the inn. * Generous ſtranger,” ſaid 
he, * I will not deny that I have reaſon 
© to believe myſelt the perſon whom 
* thoſe ſoldiers want to apprehend ; and 
therefore will take another road in 
* order to avoid them.“ It is my opi- 
nion,“ I replied, that we ſhould im- 
* mediately ſeek ſome place where vou 
: _ be ſecure, and where we may be 
© ſheltered [rom that ſtorm which I ſee 
* brewing in the air, and which will 
* burlt very ſoon.“ At that inſtant we 

| diſcovered 


— 


diſcovered and repaired to a tufted alley 
of trees, that conducted us to the foot 
of a mountain, where we found an her- 
mitage. - 

It was a large deep grotto, that time 
had ſcooped in the rock, to which the 
art of man had added a kind of front, 
built of pebbles and ſhell-work, and 
quite covered with turf: the adjacent 
field was ſtrewed with a thouſand forts 
of flowers, wich perfumed the air; and 
hard by rhe grotto we perceived a litile 
opening in the rock, from whence iſſued, 
with an agreeable noiſe, a ſpring of wa- 
ter that run winding along a meadow. 


At the entrance of this ſolitary habita- 


tion, appeared a holy hermit ſtooping 
under the weight of old age, ſupporting 
himſelf with a ſtaff in one hand, and 
holding in the other a roſary of large 
beads, compoſed ef twenty courſes at 
leaſt. His head was buried ina brown 
woollen cap, with long ears, and his 
beard, more white than ſnow, came 
down to his middle. When we ap- 
proached him, Father,“ ſaid I, be fo 
good as to favour us with ſhelter from 
« the impending ſtorm.'—* Enter, my 
* children,* replied the anchorite, after 
having obſerved me attentively ; this 
* hermitage is at your ſervice ; and you 
may ſtay here as long as you pleafe. 
As for your horſe, ' added he, pointing 
to the fore-part of his habitation, * he 
vill be very well accommodated in that 
place.“ The gentleman who accompa- 
nied me, diſpoſed of his beaſt accord- 
ingly, and then we followed the old man 
into the grotto, which as ſoon as we had 
entered, a great ſhower fell, minglea 
with flaſhes of lightning, and dreadful 
1 of thunder. The hermit fell on 

is knees before an image of St. Paco-, 
mo“, which was glued to the wall, and 
we followed his example. Meanwhile, 
the thunder ceaſed, and we got up; but 
as the rain continued, and the day was 
far ſpent, * My children,” ſaid the old 
man, I would not adviſe you to pro- 
© ceed on your journey in ſuch weather, 
© unleſs you have ſome preſſing affair.” 
The young man and I repli-d, that we 
had none that hindered us from halting ; 
and that, if we were not afraid of in- 
commoding him, would beg leave to 
paſs the night in his hermitage. * You 

won't incommode me in the leaſt,” ſaid 
the hermit; but will have reaſon to 
* complain of your lodging; for you 
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* muſt lie hard, and I have nothing to 
© offer you but anchorie's fare.“ 

So ſaying, the holy man made us fit 
down at a ſmall tabl d preſenting us 
with a few onions, a cruſt of bread, and 

a pitcher of water, My fons,” ſaid he, 
© you ſee! my uſual repaſt ; but to-day 
I will commit an exceſs, out of regard 
©to you.“ He then brought a little 
cheeſe, with two handfuls of filberts, 
aud ſpread them upon the table. The 
young man, who had no great appetite, 
did not much honour to the feaſt ; upon 
which the hermit obſerved to him, I 
« perceive that you are accuſtomed to 
© better tables than mine, or rather, that 
* ſenſuality has corrupted your natural 
© taſte, I have been in the world, as 
© you are now; the moſt delicate viands, 
© the moſt exquilite ragouts, were not 
too good for my palate; but fince I 
© have lived in ſolitude, 1 have retriev- 
© ed the former purity of my taſte, and 
© at preſent can reliſh nothing but roots, 
© fruits, milk—in a word, that which 
* compoſed the nouriſhment of our firlt 
parents.“ 

While he ſpoke in this manner, the 
young man ſunk into a profound reve. 
rie; which the hermit perceiving, * My 
* fon,* ſaid he to him, yon Rave an 
* oppreſſion on your ſpirits; may I not 
© know the cauſe ? unboſom yourſelf to 
me. It is not curiolity, but charity 
alone, that animares my requeſt. I am 
© of age to give advice; and perhaps 
© your ſituation requires it.—“ Yes, fa- 
© ther,” replied the cavalier with a ſigh; 
© { have, doubtlels, occaſion for ad- 
vice; and I will follow yours, ſince 
© you are fo good as to offer it, I believe 
run no riſque in diſcovering myſelf 
to a man of your charatter,'*—* No, 
* my ſon, ' ſaid the ſenior; * you have 
© nothing to fear on that ſcore, and may 
« ſafely truſt me with any lecret.“ In 
this confidence, the cavalier ſpoke as 
follows, | 


QOUAP 2x, 
The flory of Don Alphonſo and the fir Se- 


rap. 


Win conceal nothing from vou, fa- 

ther, nor from the other gentle- 
man who hears me; for, after the 
* generolity he ſhewed, 1 ſhould be to 
blame to giltruſt him. Liſten, there. 


fore, to my misfortunes. 1 was burn 


St. Pacomo, was an Egyptian, whoſe faith is ſaid to have heen fo effectual, that he walked 
among ſerpents unhurt; and that when he had occalion to croſs the river Nile, he was tranl. 


porte from one {ide to the other on the back of a crocodile, 
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" in Madrid, and my origin is this: an 
© officer of the German guards, called 
the Baron de Steinbach, going home 
© one evening, ceived a bundle of 
* white linen at the foot of the ſtair-cafe. 
* He took it up, and carried it to his 
© wife's apartment, where he found it to 
be a new-born infant wrapped in very 
© handſome ſwaddling- cloaths; with a 
© billet, Importing, that it Lelonged to 
© perſons of quality, who would one day 
make themſelves known; and that it 
had been baptized by the name of Al- 
« phonſo, I am that unhappy infant, 
and this is all that I know of my birth 
© and parentage : ſacrificed to honour or 
© infidelity, I know not whether my mo- 
ther expoled me, in order to conceal 
© diſhonourable flame; or, ſeduced by 
a perjured lover, found herſelf under 
© the cruel geceſſity of diſowning the 
fruit of her womb. 

© Be that as it will, the baron and the 
lady were touched with my ſituation ; 
© and, as they had no children of their 
© own, determined to educate me under 
the name of Don Alphonſo. As I ad- 
* yvanced in years, their attachment to 
me increaſed; my flattering and com- 
© plaiſant behaviour attracted their ca- 
© reſſes every moment; in a word, 1 had 
the good fortune to make myſelf be- 
© loved; they gave me all kind of ma- 
© {ters ; my education became their only 
* ſtudy; aud, far from expecting impa- 
© tiently that my parents would diſcover 
* themſelves, they ſeemed, on the con- 
* trary, to wiſh that my birth would al- 
* ways remain a ſecret. As ſoon as the 
* baron found me able to carry arms, he 
Centered me in the ſervice; procured 
for me an enſign's commiſſion ; ordered 


my ſmall equipage to be got ready; 


* and, to animate me the more to ſeek 
* occaſions of acquiring glory, he repre- 
« ſented to me that the carcer of honour 
was open to every body, and that in 
* war I might obtain a name the more 
* glorious, as I ſhould owe it to myſelt 
* alone. 
© the ſecret of my birth, which he had 
* hithertu concealed from my knowledge. 
As I paſſed for his fon in Madrid, and 
© effetually believed myſclt to be lo, I 
* own this piece ef information gave me 
* a good decal of pain: I could not then, 
not cannot now, think of it without 
© ſhane ; for the more my ſentiments 
* ſeemed to-argue me of a noble origin, 
© the greater my confuſion was, to fee 
* myf{elt abandoned by thoſe who gave 
* me being. 


I went to ſerve in the Low-Coun- 


At the ſame time he revealed 


* tries; but the peace being concluded 
© {von after, and Spain rid of her ene- 
mies, though not of thoſe who envied 
her proſperity, I returned to Madrid, 
© where I received freſh marks of tender- 
© nels from the baron and his lady. 
* About two months after my return, a 
© little page came into my room one 
morning, and preſented to me à billet, 
* conceived pretty nearly in theſe words, 


«1 Am neither ugly nor ill-ſhaped ; 
© and yet you ſee me frequently at the 
„window, without paying homage with 
«your eyes. This behaviour but ll 
* anſwers your gallant appearance; and 
de piques me ſo much, that I wiſh I 
©« could inſpire you with love, to be 
« revenged on your indifference.” 


* Having read this billet, I did not 
doubt that it came from a widow called 
Leonora, who lived oppoſite to our 
© houſe, and had the reputation of being 
very coquettith, I interrogated the 
: batte, who was on the reſerve at firſt, 
© but in conſideration of a ducat, which 
© 1 ſlipped into his hand, he ſatisfied my 


* curioſity ; and even undertook to carry 


tan anſwer, by which I informed his 
* miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my 
crime, and was already ſenſible of her 
© being more than halt revenged. 

© 1 was not at all inſenſible of this 
* kind of conqueſt : I kept the houſe all 
that day, aud took great care to be 
© always at the window, that I might 
* obferve the lady, who did not forget to 
* ſhew herſelf at her's, I made love to 
© her in dumb fhew ; ſhe anſwered my 
* ſignals, and next morning let me know 
* by her page, that if I would be in the 
© ſtreet betwixt eleven and twelve at 


night, I might converſe with her at a 


* parlour window. Though I did not 
„find myſelf very much in love with 
© ſuch a forward widow, I did not fail to 
© return a very paſſionate anſwer, and to 
* wait for night with as much impatience 
© as if I had been violently ſmitten. In 
the evening, I went out to walk in the 
Prado till the hour of aſſignation; and 
was no ſooner arrived at that place, 
than a man, meunted on a fine horſe, 


* alighted hard by me, and accoſting me 


* hattily, ſaid, © Are not you the fon of 
„Baron Steinbach?“ When | replied in 


* theaffirmative, © You are the perſon,” “ 


* ſaid he, “who intend ta converſe with 
Leonora at her window, Her page 
has ſhewn me her letters and your an- 
„ ſwers, and I have followed you this 
** evening, from your own houſe hither, 
*« to let you know that you have a rival, 

x | ©« whoſe. 
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£« whoſe pride is very much mortified in 
* being obliged to diſpute a heart with | * le 


* ſuch a pne as you. I believe I need 
« fay no more; we are now in a private 
«« place. Let us draw, therefore, un- 
* leſs, to avoid the chaſtiſement I pre- 
« pare for you, you will promiſe to break 
*« off all correſpondence with Leonora. 
„% You, muſt either ſacrifice to me the 
« hopes you have conceived, or forfeit 
«your life immediately.” —** You ought 


« then,“ ſaid 1 to him, “to have re- | 


« queſted, not demanded, that ſacrifice ; 
«« ] might, perhaps, have granted it to 
* your intreaty, but I refuſe it to your 
threats.“ 

« It is very well!“ he replied, after 
having tied his horſe to atree ; ** draw 
« then ! It does not become a perſon of 
„% my quality, to ftoop ſo low as to in- 
« treat a man of your ſtation; moſt peo- 
« ple of my rank, inthe ſame caſe, would 
66 — re venged themſelves in a leſs ho- 
* nourable way.” I was ſhocked with 
« theſe laſt words, and ſeeing his ſword 
© already unſheathed, drew mine allo : 
s we attacked one another with ſuch fu- 
ry, that the combat did not laſt long; 
« whether he acted with too much heat, 
* or I had more ſkill, I know not; but 
I gave him a mortal thruſt, upon which 
I ſaw him ſtagger aad fall. Wherenp- 
on, attending to my own ſafety only, 
« I mounted his horſe, and took the road 
£ to Toledo. I durſt not return to the 
« baron's houſe, being well aſſured that 
© my adventure would very much aflict 


him; and when I conſidered the dan- 


ger in which I was, I thought I could 
not get out of Madrid too ſoon. 

In the midſt of the moſt melancholy 
© reflections I rode the remaining part of 
the night, and all the morning; but to- 
« wards noun, was obliged to halt, in 
in order to give my horſe ſome reſt, 
and avoid the heat of the day, which 
grew inſupportable. I tarried, there- 
© fore, in a village, till ſun- ſet, after 
« which I continued my journey, reſolv- 
* ing to make but one (tage to Toledo. 
I had got two leagues beyond Illeſcas, 
* when, towards midnight, I was ſur- 
„ prized in the middle of a field, with 
«* juſt ſuch another ſtorm as fell to-day ; 
* upon which I drew near the wall of a 
garden that I perceived at the diſtance 
© of a few paces; and not finding a more 
* convenient ſhelter, ſtood with my horſe 


as cloſe as I could to the door of a ſum- 


© mer-houſe, ſituated at the end of the 
wall, over which there was a balcony. 
* As 1 leaned againft the door, I per- 


* ceived it open, which I aſcribed to the | 


| 


————— 


| 4 — of ſervants; and alighting, | 
$ 


out of curioſity than for the ſake 
© of being better ſcreened from the rain, 
* which did not ceaſggto incommode me 
© while I remained under the balcony, I 
© entered the ground- floor of the ſum- 
© mer-houſe, with my horſe, which 1 
© led by the bridle. 5 
J employed myſelf during the tem 

« peſt, in obſerving the place; and though 
© 1 could diſtinguiſh nothing but by the 
© lightning that flaſhed around, it was 
© eaſy to perceive that the houſe could 
© not belong to a vulgar owner. I ex- 
« pected ſtill that the rain would ceafe, 


© intending to proceed on my journey; 


© but a great light that I obſerved at a 
* diſtance, made me change my reſolu- 
tion. Leaving my horſe in the ſum- 
© mer-houſe, the door of which I took 
© care to ſecure, I advanced towards the 
© light, perſuaded that there was till 
* ſomebody in the houſe, not yet —— to 
bed, and reſolved to requeſt lodging 

for that night. Having croſſed ſeveral 
* walks, 1 arrived at a Econ, the door 
* of which 1 found open alſo: I entered 
it, and when 1 had obſerved all the 
maguificence of the place, by the light 
* of a fine cryſtal branch, I no longer 
« doubted that I was in the houſe of ſome 
rich nobleman. The pavement was of 
* marble; the wainſcor very handſome, 
and curionfly gilt; the cornices of ad- 
mirable workmanſhip; and theceiling 
painted by the moſt (kilful maſters: but 
© what 1 took Particular notice of, was an 
infinite number of bults of Spaniſh he. 
* roes, ſupported on pedeſtals of jaſper, 
all around the ſaloon. I had leiture 
enough to conſider all theſe things; 
« for though I liſtened attentively from 
time to time, I neither heard the leaſt 
© noiſe, nor ſaw a living creature appear. 

There being on one ſide of the fa- 

© loon a door unbolted, 1 half opened it, 

and perceived a range of rooms, the 
* laſt of which onlywas lighted, 4 What 
{ ſhall 1 do?” faid I to myſelf; “ thall 
&« I return, or boldly penetrate into that 
« room?” 1 — that the muſt 


| © judicious ſtep would be, to return as I 


* came. But I could not reſiſt my curi- 


-© olity,” or rather the force of geſtiny 


that dragged me along: I advanced 
from one room to another, until I ar- 
« rived at that in which was the light; 
that is, a taper burning on a marble 
* table, in a filver candleſtick gilt. I at 
« firſt obſerved very handſome and gay 
© {ſummer furniture: but in a little time, 
© caſting my eyes upon a bed, the cur- 
© tains of which were half drawn, on ac- 

. © count 
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© count of the heat, I ſaw an object that 
© attrafted my whole attention. This. 
© was a young lady, who, notwithſtand- 
ing the noiſe of the thunder, lay in a 
profound ſleep. I approached her 
« ſoftly, and by the light of the taper, 
« diſcovered a complexion and features 
that quite dazzled me. My heart took 
© the alarm at the ſight! 1 felt my foul 
© ſmitten and tranſported ; but whatever 
emotions agitated my breaſt, the opi- 
© nion which I had of her high rank, 
© hindered me from entertaining the 
© leaſt raſh thought, and reſpect pre- 
© vailed over inclination. 

While I glutted myſelf with the 
© pleaſure of contemplating her beauty, 
£ the awoke; and you may gueſs what 
© was her ſurprize, when the ſaw a man 
« whom ſhe did not know, in her bed- 
chamber at midnight. She trembled 
© when ſhe perceived me, and ſhrieked 
« aloud ; while I endeavoured to remove 
c her fear, by kneeling before her, and 


_ © ſaying, © Madam, be not afraid; I 


© come not hither to do you the leaſt 
© injury.“ I was going on, but her 


'« conſternation was ſuch, that ſhe did 


© not hear me. She called her women 


'© ſeveral times, but nobody anſwering, 


e ſhe put on a thin night-gown which 
© lay at the bed's feet, got up haſtily, 
* and went into the rooms that I had 
© croſſed, ſtill calling her maids, and a 
© younger ſiſter who lived under her 
© care. Iexpected to fee all her ſer- 
© vants appear, and had reaſon to ap- 


.< prehend that, without being heard, I 


« ſhould meet with very diſagreeable 
treatment; but, luckily for me, the 


called to no purpoſe ; nobody came 


© but an old domeſtick, who could not 
© have given her much aſſiſtance, had 
« ſhe had any thing to fear, Neverthe- 
* leſs, growing more reſolute by his pre- 
© ſence, ſhe aſked with a haughty air, 
© who I was, and how, and for what 
© reaſon, I had the boldneſs to enter 
© her houſe. I then began to juſtity 
« myſelf; and had no ſooner told her 
that 1 found the door of the ſummer- 
* houſe open, than ſhe exclaimed, ** Juſt 
« Heaven! what do I preſfage ]“ 

So ſaying, the ſeized the light, and 
© ſearching all the rooms, one after ano- 
ther, could ſce neither her maids nor 
© her filter, but even obſerved that they 
had carried off all their baggage. Her 
© ſuſpicions appearing now buttos plain, 
* ſhe returned to me, and ſaid, with a 
great deal of emotion, “ Perfidious 
© wretch ! add not diſſimulation to trea- 
* chery. It was not chance that brought 

2 


{thee here. Thou art one of the fot- 


© lowers of Don Fernando de Leyva, 


* and an affociate in his crime: but do 
not think to eſcape z I have ſtill peo- 
ple enow to ſecure thee ! Madam,” 
* anſwered I, „do not confound me 
* with your enemies. I know no ſuch 
„ perſon as Don Fernando de Leyva, 
and am even ignorant of your name 
* and quality. I am an unfortunate 
„% man, whom an affair of honour hath 
© obliged to leave Madrid; and I fwear 
© byall that is ſacred, I would not have 
* entered your houſe, had it not been 
* for the ſtorm that ſurprized me! 
© Judge, therefore, more favourably of 
me; and, inſtead of believing me an 
* accomplice in the outrage you have 
„ {utfered, think me rather dipoſed to 
ce revenge it.” Theſe laſt words, and 
the tone with which they were pro- 
* nounced, appeaſed the lady, who 
© ſeemed 10 look upon me no longer as 
© her enemy: but if her indignation 
© vaniſhed, it was only to make room 
for her grief. She wept bitterly; I 
« was melted by her tears, and no leſs 
* afflicted than ſhe, although I did not 
© know the cauſe of her ſorrow. I not 
© only wept with her; but, impatient 
© to revenge her wrongs, was ſeized 
© with a tranſport of fury: Ma- 
dam,“ cried 1, „what injury have 
« you received? Speak; I eſpouſe your 
„ reſentment. Shall I purſue Don Fer- 
«© nando, and ſtab him to the heart? 
« Name all thoſe whom you would have 
© facriticed. Command my fervice. 


„Whatever dangers, whatever misfor- 


„tunes may be attached to your ven- 
« geance, that ſtranger whom you 
© thought confederate with your ene» 
© mies, will tempt them all for your 
« fake!” | | 
* This tranſport ſurprized the lady, 
© and ſtopped the courſe of her tears : 
„Ah, Sir!“ ſaid ſhe, “ pardon my ſuſ- 
e picion,on account of the cruel ſituation 
in which Iam. Theſe generous ſen- 
©« timents have undeceived Seraphina, 
and even freed me from the ſhame of 
« ſeeing a ſtranger witneſs to the atfront 
„ put upon my family. Yes, generous 
* unknownl I acknowledge my error, 
© and am far from rejecting your aſſiſt- 
„ ance ; but I aſk not the death of Don 
„% Fernando.” — Weil, Madam,” L 
© replied ; what ſervices can you ex- 
* pect of me ?*'!—** Sir,” anſwered Sera- 
* phina, „the cauſe ot my complaint 
is this: Don Fernando de Leyva is 
© in love with my ſiſter Julia, whom he 
*« {ſaw by accident at Toledo, where we 
| « uſually 
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« uſually live. Three months ago, he 
« aſked her in marriage of the Count 
« de Polan, my father, who refuſed his 
© conſent, on account of an old enmity 
4 ſubſiſting between our families. My 
« ſiſter, not yet fifteen years, of age, 
« muſt have been weak enough to fol- 
low the advice of my women, whom 
4% Don Fernando has, doubtleſs, bri- 
« hed to his intereſt; and he, informed 
« of our being by ourſelves in this coun- 
« try-houſe, has taken this opportunity 
% of carrying her off. I want, there- 
« fore, to know what retreat he has 
« choſen for her, that my father and 
„% brother, who have been at Madrid 
« theſe two months, may take their 
« meaſures accordingly. In the name 
« of God 1” added ſhe, give yourſelf 
« the trouble of traverling the neigh- 
« bourhood of Toledo, and of making 
«© an exact enquiry about the raviſher ; 
« my family will be eternally indebted 
« to you for the favour.” 

© The lady did not conſider, that the 
© employment which ſhe preſcribed for 
© me but ill agreed with the circum- 
© ſtances of a man who could not get 
© out of Caſtile too ſoon. But how was 
© it poſlible for her to make this reflec- 
tion, which did not even occur to me 
© Charmed with the happineſs of finding 
« myſelf neceſſary to the moſt amiable 
* perfon in the world, I accepted the 
* commiſſion with a tranſport of joy, and 
* promiſed to acquit myſelf with equal 
© diligence and zeal. In effect, I did 
© not wait fur day, in order to go and 
* accompliſh my promiſe ; but quited 
* Seraphina on the inſtant, conjurin 
her to pardon me for the fright I had 
«occaſioned, and aſſuring her, that ſhe 
* ſhould hear news of me in a very little 
time. I went out as 1 had come in, 
but ſo much ingroſſed by the lady, 
that it was not difficult for me to per- 
« ceive I was already captivated by her 
© beauty : I was the more confirmed in 
© this, by the eagerneſs i felt in ſervin 
her, and the amorous chimeras which 
my imagination produced. I fancied 
© that Seraphina, although poſſeſſed by 
© her ſorrow, had obſerved my grow- 
ing paſſion, and beheld it perhaps not 
£ without ſome pleaſure: I even imagi- 
* ned, that if I could bring her any news 
© of her ſiſter, and the affair ſhould turn 
* out according to her with, the whole 
t would redound to my honour.” 

Don Alphonſo, opting the 
thread of his ſtory, in this place, ſaid to 
the old hermit, * I beg on, father, 
*.if, too full pf my paſhon, I enlarge 

* 


Y 


— ——— ÜAÄ— 


— 


© upon circumſtances which are doubt. 
© leſs tedious to you.“ No, my ſon,” 
replied the anchorite ; © they are far from 
* being tedious: I am even pleaſed to 
© know how far you are ſmitten by this 
© young lady of whom you talk, that T 
may regulate my advice accordingly.* 

My imagination heated with theſe 
© flattering ideas, reſumed the young 
man; * I ſearched two days for J ulia's 
© raviſher : but it was to no purpoſe for 
© me to make all imaginable enquiry ; 
© I could not diſcover the leaſt traces of 
© him. Very much mortified at having' 
© reaped no fruit from my reſearches, 
© I returned to Seraphina, whom I ex- 
g 1 to find in the utmoſt anxiety: 
© but ſhe was much more tranquil than 
© | imagined, and informed me that ſhe 
© had been more lucky than I; that ſhe 
© knew what was become of her liſter, 
© having received a letter from Doa' 
* Fernando himſelf; importing, that 
© being privately married to Julia, he 
© had placed her in a convent at Toledo. 
6% I have ſent his letter to my father,“ 
© added Seraphina ; I hope the affair 
«« will terminate in an amicable manner, 
„and that a ſolemn marriage will, in a” 
„ ſhort time, extinguiſh the hatred 
« which has ſo long divided our fami- 
« lies.“ | 

When the lady had made me ac- 
« quainted with her ſiſter's fate, the 
* made an apology for the trouble ſhe 
© had given me, and the danger to which 
* ſhe might have imprudeatly expoſed 
* me, by engaging me to purſue a raviſh- 
© er, without remembering that 1 had 
* told her I was obliged to fly on ac- 
count of an affair of honour : ſhe ex- 
© cuſed herſelf, therefore, in the moſt 
* obliging terms; and, as I had need of 
« reſt, carried me into the ſaloon, where 
* we ſat down together. She wore a 
© looſe gown of white taffety, with black 
« ſtripes, and a little hat of the ſame 
« ſtuff with a black plume of feathers, 
* which made me gueſs that ſhe was a 
| © widow though ſhe appeared ſo young, 
* that I did Know what to think of her 
condition. | 

If I longed for an explanation on 
© this head, ſhe was no leſs deſirous of 
* knowing who I was ; and accordingly 
© begged that I would tell her my name, 
not doubting (as ſhe ſaid) that by my 
noble air, and ſtill more, the generous 
* pity that made me enter io warmly in- 
© to her intereſts, I belonged to ſome 
* conſiderable- family. The queſtion 
* embarraſſed me not a little; I bluſhed ; 


© was confounded ; and own, that _ 
le 
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© leſs aſhamed to lye than to tell the 
truth, Lanſwered, I was the ſon of the 
© Baron de Steinbach, an officer of the 
© German guards. Tell me likewiſe,” 
replied the lady, „for what reaſon 
1% you quitted Madrid? I offer you be- 
« fore-hand, all the credit of my father, 
, as well as of my brother Don Gaſpard; 
* that is the leaſt mark of gratitude I 
4 can ſhew, to a gentleman who neglect - 
*& ed the care of his own life to ſerve 
me.“ I made no.difficulty of recount- 
© ing to her all the circumſtances of my 
* duel : upon which ſhe blamed the gen- 
© tleman whom 1 had flain, and . 
© miſed to intereſt her whole family in 
© my favour. 

When I had ſatisfied her curioſity, 
11 begged her to gratify mine ; and 
© aſked her whether her faith was free 
* or plighted. Three years ago,” ſhe 
©, replied, ** my father obliged me to 
„ marry Don Diego de Lara, and I 
« have been a widow fifteen months.“ 
« Madam,” faid I, „What misfortune 
« has deprived you of your huſband ſo 
«ſoon t” TI will tell you, Sir,” reſumed 
the lady, „in return for the confidence 
« you have repoſed in me. 

« Don Diego de Lara was a very 
« genteel cavalier, who entertained the 

« moſt violent paſſion for me; and, in 
«© order to pleaſe me, put in practice, 
« every day, all that the moſt tender 
t and paſſionate lover could invent, to 
„% make himſelf agreeable to the object 
of his flame; but though he poſſeſſed 
« a thouſand good qualities, he could 
« never touch my heart. Love is not 
« always the effect of aſſiduities and diſ- 
„ tinguiſhed merit. — Alas!“ added the, 
« an utter ſtranger often enchants us at 
« firſt ſight. Well, it was not in my 
&« power to love him: more confounded 
e than charmed with the tokens of his 
«« tenderneſs, to which I was forced to 
4 make returns without inclination 
« though I, in ſecret, taxed myſelf with 
tc jingratitude, I likewiſe found my own 
« ſituation v unhappy. Unluckil 
&« for him, kay, Lt as = his deliovcy 
c was ſtill greater than his love. He 
« diſcovered in my actions and diſcourſe 
« the ſecret emotions of ny breaſt, and 
«« dived to the very bottom of my ſoul, 
«« He-complained incellantly of my in- 
difference, and deemed himſelf the 
© more unhappy in being unable to 
*« pleaſe me, becauſe he very well knew 
« that there was no rival in his way; 
« for I was ſcarce ſixteen years old, and 
„ before he offered me his hand, he had 


L er over all my women, who af= 
* ſured him that no, man had as yet 
« attracted my regard. Yes, Sera- 
© phina,” he would often ſay, 4 I with 
©*« you had been prepoſſeſſed in favour 
„ of another; on. that alone were the 
© cauſe of your indifference to me : my 
„ aſſiduities, and your own: virtue, 
© would triumph over that prejudice 
© but Ldeſpair of making a coqueſt of 
© your heart, fince it remains untouch - 
ed by all the love I have ſhewn.” 
„Tired with hearing him repeat the 
« fame diſcourſe, I told him that in- 
« ftead of troubling his repoſe and 
“ mine by too much delicacy, he would 
« do well to leave his grievances to time. 
« And truly, one of my age was not 
© capable of reliſhing the refinements 
« of ſuch a delicate paſſion; ſo that 
„Don Diego ought to have taken my 
« advice : but ſeeing a whole year elap- 
« fed, without his being farther advan» 
te ced than the firſt day, he loſt his pa- 
„ tience, or rather his reaſon ; and pre- 
« tending to have an affair of conſe- 
© quence at court, departed to ſerve 
« as a volunteer in the Low Countries, 
« where he ſoon found in battle, that 
« which he went to ſeek ; I mean, the 
«© end of his torments and life.” 

After the lady had favoured me 
with this relation, the ſingular charac- 
ter of her huſband became the ſubject 
© of our diſcourſe; in which we were 
© interrupted by the arrival of a courier, 
«£ who delivered to Seraphina a letter 
from the Count de Polan. She aſked 
my permiſſion to read it; and I obſer- 
« ved, that while ſhe peruſed it, the 
grew pale and trembled. After hav- 
© ing read it, the lifte& up her eyes to 
heaven, heaved a prafound ſigh; and 
© her face was covered with tears. I 
could not behold her grief with tran- 
« quillity : I was greatly diſturbed ; and, 
© as if I had preſaged the crnel ſtroke I 
« was to ſuffer, felt myſelf chilted with 
«© mortal fear. Madam,“ ſaid I, with 
© a faultering voice, “ may I aſk what 
« are the fatal contents of that letter?“ 
— There, Sir,“ replied Seraphina in 
© a melancholy manner, giving me the 
© paper; * read yourſelf what my fa- 
© ther writes. Alas! you are but too 
much concerned.“ | 

was confounded at her words: 
© and, trembling while I took the letter, 
read | 


«YOUR brother Don Gaſpard 
© fought yelterday'in the Prado, m_ 
a e 


* 
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« he received a mortal thruſt, of which 
« he died this day; having declar- 
« ed, in his laſt moments, that the 
« perſon who killed him is the ſon of 
0 — de Steinbach, an officer of 
« the German guards. What adds to 
« the misfortune is, that the murder- 
« er has eſcaped me by flight: but 
« whereſoever he conceals himſelf, I 
«« ſhall ſpare no pains to find him out; 
« for which purpoſe I will write to 
« ſome governcrs who will not fail to 
„ apprehend him, if he paſſes through 
« the towns of their juriſdiction ; and 
« by letters directed to other people, I 
« will cauſe all the roads to be blocked 
% up. 


« The Cour de POLAN,” 


© You may eaſily conceive how all my 
«faculties were diſordered by this bil- 
© let. I remained for ſome moments 
© without motion or power of on 
© and even in the midſt of this depreſ- 
© jon, perceiving what a fatal obſ{truc- 
tion the death of Don Gaſpard would 
© be to my love, was ſeized with the 
* moſt violent deſpair) I threw myſelt 
© at the feet of Seraphina, and preſenting 
© my naked ſword, ** Madam,” ſaid 1, 
c {pare the Count de Polan the trouble 


© of finding out a man, who might con- 
„ ceal himſelf from his reſentment. 


© Revenge your brother, by ſacrificing 
« his murderer with your own hand. 
44 Strike, Madam! and let the ſword 
te that deprived him of life, become fa- 
© tal to his unfortunate adverſary.” — 
« Sir,” replied Seraphina, affected with 
© my behaviour, “1 loved Don Gafſ- 
„% pard ; therefore, although you killed 
40 him honourably, and he brought his 
„% misfortune upon himſelf, you may be 
& affured I enter into the reſentment of 
„% my father. Yes, Don Alphonſo! 1 
c am your enemy, and will act againſt 
« you every thing that the ties of blood 
« and friendſhip can require: but I will 
% not take the advantage of your bad 
« fortune, which has put you in my 
* power. The ſame honour that arms 


me againſt you, hinders me from tak- 


«« ing a baſe revenge. The rights of 
© hoſpitality ought to be inviolable, and 
te therefore I will not repay the ſervice 
% you have done me, with the conduct 
« of an aſſaſſin. Fly, then! elude, if 


% you can, our purſuit, and the rigour 


4% of the laws, and ſave your life from 
« the danger that threatens it!“ 
© How, Madam!“ T replied, © when 
« you * revenge yourſelf, do you 
0. 78. 
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„ for though I 


| 


« leave it to the laws, which may 2 
« haps baulk your reſentment? Ah! 


rather pierce the heart of a miſerable 


« wretch who does not deſerve your for- 
« bearance! No, Madam; do not honour 
© me with ſuch a noble and generous 
e proceeding. You know not who lam: 
paſs in Madrid for the 
« ſon of Baron de Steinbach, I am no 
te other than an unfortunate ſoundlin 

©« whom he has brought up out of pure 
* compaſſion ; I do not even know the 


authors ot my being.” —“ No mat- 


ter,“ ſaid Seraphina;” interrupting me 
with precipitation, as if my laſt words 
© had given her new pain; © were you 
„% the loweſt of mankind, I will do what 
% honour preſcribes.” “ Well, Ma- 
4% dam,“ ſaid I, « ſince the death of a 
©« brother cannot 1 you to ſhed 
* my blood, I will incenſe you by a 
© new crime; the audacity of which, I 
© hope, you will not excuſe.—l1 adore 
* you, -I could not behold your charms 
e without being, dazzled with them; 
and, in ſpite of the obſcurity of my 
{© fate, had entertained the hope of mak 
{© ing you mine for ever. I was ſo much 
ein love, or rather ſo vain, as to flatter 
© myſelf that Heaven, which perhaps 
„ favours me by keeping my origin 
© concealed, would diſcloſe it to me 
© one day, when I ſhould be able to tell 
« you my name without a bluſh. After 
& this confeſſion, which injures you ſo 
„ much, do yon (till heſitate in puniſh. 
{© ing me ?”—* This raſhdeclaration,” 
« replied the lady, © would doubtleſs 
{© offend me at another time, but I par- 
© don it, in conſideration of your preſent 
© agitation : belides, my own anxiety 
&« will not permit me to attend to ſuch 
* diſcourſe. Once more, Don Alphon- 
% fo,” added ſhe, ſhedding ſome tears, 
leave this place ; fly from a houſe you 
© have filled with ſorrow ; for every 
© moment you ſtay increaſes my afflic- 
© tion P'—*©* Madam, I will no longer 
„ reliſt,” ſaid I, riſing ; “ I muſt baniſh 
© myſelf from you; but think not that; 
© ſtudious of preſerving a life which is 
© odious to you, I will go and ſeek an 
„ aſylum where I can be ſecure, No, 
no! I devote myſelf to your reſent- 
ment. I will go to Toledo; wait 
« with impatience for the fate you de- 
© cree; and, expoſing myſelf to your 
© purſuit, advance willingly toward the 
« end of my misfortunes.” * 

So ſaying, I withdrew: my horſe 
© was brought out for me, and I repair, 
ed " Toledo, where I ſtaid a whole 


week z 


4x 


© week ; and, truly, was at ſo little pains 
to conceal myſelf, that I don't know 
© how I eſcaped being taken; for I can- 
© not believe that the Count de Polan, 
© whoſe chief care was to ſhut up all the 
. © paſſages inſt me, would 1magine 
_ © that I could not paſs through Toledo“. 
In fine, I yeſterday left that city, where 
I ſeemed to be tired of liberty; and 
* without keeping any certain road, am 
come to this hermitage, like a man 
* who has nothing to fear. You fee, 
father, what engroſſes my thoughts, 
© and I crave the aſſiſtance of your ad- 
vice. 


CHAP. XL. 


The old hermit diſcovers himſelf, and Gil 
Blas pe reeives that he is among his ac- 


quaintance. 


A LPHONSO having ended the 
melancholy narration of his miſ- 
fortunes, the old hermit ſaid to him, 
Son, you have been very imprudent in 
© ſtaying ſo longat Toledo. Tlook upon 
© all you have recounted in a light very 
« different from that in which you ſee it; 
© and your paſſion for Seraphina is, in 
* my opinion, pure madneſs. Believe 
me, you muſt forget that young dien 
© who cannot poſſibly be yours. Yield, 
© therefore, with a good grace, to the 
©* obſtacles which ſeparate you from her; 
and follow your deſtiny, which in all 
© likelihood will be productive of many 
© other adventures. You will, queſtion. 
« leſs, find ſome other young lady who 
* will make the ſame impreſſion upon 
*your heart, and whoſe brother you 
© have not ſlain.“ 

He was going to add a great many 
other things, in order to induce Don 
Alphonſo to have patience, when he ſaw 
another hermit, loaded with a wallet 
well ſtuffed, enter the hermitage. He 
was come from the town of Cuenca, 
where he had made a very ſucceſsful 
gathering; ſeemed younger than his 
companion, and wore a red buſhy beard. 
Welcome, brother Antonio, ſaid the 
old anchorite to him; what news from 


town?!“ Bad enough,” anſwered the 


red- haired brother, putting a letter in 


W 


a man ex 
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his hand ; © that billet will inform you.” 
The ſenior having opened and read it 
with ſuitable attention, cried, God be 
* praiſed ! ſince the plot is diſcovered, 
* we muſt regulate our conduct accord- 
© ingly. Let us change our ſtyle, add- 
ed he. Signior Don Alphonſo, you ſee 
ſed, ke yourſelf, to the 


* caprice of fortune. I am informed 


© from Cuenca, which is a town about 


* a league from this, that ſomebody has 
done me an ill office with juſtice; all 
the agents of which are to ſet out to- 
* morrow for this hermitage, in order 
to ſecure my perſon ; but they ſhan't 
* find the hare 1n the gin. This is not 
* the firſt time that I have been in ſuch 
* dilemmas. Thank God, I have al- 
* moſt always extricated myſelf in ano- 
ther ſhape! for ſuch as you ſee me, I 
am neither an old man nor a hermit.“ 
So ſaying, he ſtripped himſelf of a 
long robe which he wore, and appeared 
in a doublet of black ſerge with flaſhed 
fleeves. Then he pulled off his cap, 
untied a ſtring that ſupported his falſe 
beard, and all of a ſudden, aſſumed the 
figure of a man between twenty and 
thirty years of age. Brother Anthony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's 
habit, rid himſelf of his red beard in 
the ſame manner as his companion had 
done, and took out of an old worm- 
eaten cofter a ſhabby ſhort caſſock, with 
which he cloathed himſelf. But you 
may gueſs my ſurprize, when, in the 
rſon of th# old anchorite, I recollected 
ignior Don Raphael; and in that of 
brother Anthony, my moſt dear and 
faithful valet, Ambroſe de Lamela. 
« Good God!“ cried I immediately; © I 
find I am among my acquaintance 
© here.*—* True, Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid 
Raphael, ſmiling, you have found two 
© of your friends when you leaſt expect- 
ted it. I confeſs, you have ſome rea- 
* ſon to complain of us; but let us for- 
© vet what is paſt, and thank Heaven 
6 Fe our meeting again. ' Ambroſe and 
I make a tender of our ſervices; and 
© ] can tell you they are not to be de- 
© ſpiſed. You mol not think us the 
* worſt of mankind ; we neither aſſault 
© nor aſſaſſinate: we ſeek only to live at 


Toledo is the capital of New Caſtile, and was anciently the royal ſeat of the Goths and 


Moors. 


It ſtands on a ſteep craggy rock, encompaſſed by the Tagus, over which are two noble 


bridges. It is an archiepiſcopal ſee, and the revenue fo conſiderable, that the late Queen of Spain 


obtaiued it 1rom the pope for one of her ſons, though a minor. 
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The lands for the repairs of the 
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© the expence of our neighbours; and if 


theft be a crime, neceſſity excuſes the 
© injuſtice. Aſſociate with us, and lead 
* a rambling life, which is extremely 
* agreeable, when conducted with pru- 
« dence ; not but, with all our ſagacity, 
© the chain of ſecond cauſes is fometimes 
* ſuch, that we meet with unlucky ad- 
© ventures. What then! we enjoy the 
good with the better reliſh, on that 
© very account. We are hardened a- 
gainſt inconſtant weather, and accuſ- 
© tomed to the viciſſitudes of fortune.“ 
« Signior Cavalier,“ added the falſe 
hermit, ſpeaking to Don Alphonſo, 
© we make the ſame propoſal to you; 
* which, conſidering your preſent ſitua- 
© tion, I think you ought not to reject ; 
© for, not to mention the affair that 
© obliges you to conceal yourſelf, you 
© muſt certainly be in want of money.” 
— Yes, truly,“ ſaid Don Alphonſo ; 
* and that, I own, increaſes my chagrin.” 
—* Well, then,” replied Raphael, don't 
© leave us; you cannot do better than 
© to join your fortune to ours: you ſhall 
« want nothing ; and we will bafflle all 
© the ſearch of your enemies. We know 
© almoſt every inch of Spain, havin 
© travelled over it; and are acquaint 
with the woods, mountains, and every 
place proper for an aſylum againſt the 
© brutality of juſtice.“ Don Alphonſo 
thanked them for their good will, and 
being actually without money or re- 
ſource, reſolved to bear them company. 
I came to the ſame determination, be. 


' cauſe I would not leave the young gen- 


«, 


tleman, for whom I felt a growing 
friendſhip. 

Having ed to go all together, we 
began to deliberate whether we ſhould 
ſet out that inſtant, or firſt of all give 
ſome aſſaults to a full bottle of excel- 
lent wine, which brother Anthony, the 
day before, had brought from Cuenca : 
but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt 
experience among us, repreſented that, 
before every thing elſe, we muſt think 
of our ſafety. He was of opinion, 
therefore, that we ſhould march all 
night, in order to gain a very thick 
wood between Villardeſa and Almo- 
dabar, in which we ſhould halt, and, 
being perfectly ſecure, ſpend the day in 
taking our repoſe. This advice being 
approved, the falſe hermits made two 
bundles of their baggage and proviſions, 
and laid them in equilibrio, on Don Al- 
phonſo's horſe. This was. done with 

reat expedition ; after which we quitted 


the hermitage, leaving as a prey to juſtice 
the two hermit-robes, with the white and 
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red beards, two pallets, a table, a rotten 
cheſt, two old ſtraw-bottomed chairs, 
and the image of St. Pacomo. 

We walked all night, and began to 
feel ourſelves very much fatigued, when 
at day-break we perceived the wood to 
which we were bound. The ſight of a 
port gives new vigour to ſailors tired 
with a long voyage. We accordingly 
took courage, and at laſt arrived at the 
end of our journey before ſun-riſe. 
Penetrating into the thickeſt part of the 
wood, we ſtopped ata very agreeable ſpot 
upon a ſmall glade, ſurrounded with a 
good many tall oaks; the branches of - 
which meeting, formed an umbrageous 
arch, impervious to the heat of the day. 
Here we unbridled the horſe to let him 


feed, (after we had unloaded e and 


litting down together, took out of bro- 
ther Anthony's wallet ſome large pieces 
of bread, with a —— many ſlices of 
roaſted meat, and began to attack them 
as if for a wager. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite 
of our appetites, we often left off eating 
to embrace the bottle, which inceſſantly 
Circulated, paſſing from the claſp of one 
into the embraces of another. 

Towards the end of the repaſt, Don 
Raphael ſaid to Don Alphonſo, * Sig- 
* mior Cavalier, after the confidence you 
© have honoured me with, it is but juſt 
* that I recount to you the hiſtory of 
© my life with the ſame ſincerity.“—“ It. 
© will give me great pleaſure,” replied 
the young man. And me in parti- 
©cular,* cried I; for I have an ex- 
* treme curioſity to hear your adven- 
© tures, which are doubtleſs well worth 
© our attention. | 5 
— That I'll anſwer for,“ replied Ra- 
phael; * and 1 intend to commit them 
© to writing one day. That ſhall be 
the amuſement of my old age; for IL 
© am ſtill young, and would have the 
© volume enlarged. But at preſent we 
© are fatigued. Let us refreſh ourſelves - 
„with a few hours of fleep: while we 
three enjoy our reſt, Ambroſe will 
watch againſt all ſurprize, and then 
© ſleep in his turn. Though I believe 
© we are very ſafe in this place, it is 
© always good to be upon our guard.” 
So ſaying, he ſtretched himſelf upon the 

raſs, Don Alphonſo did. the = 
ollowed their example, and Lamela 
ſtood fentry. K 

Don Alphonſo, inſtead of N | 
ſome repvſe, kept himſelf awake with ' 
reflecting upon his misfortunes ; and 
I could not cloſe an eye. As for Don 
Raphael, he ſoon fell aſleep; but a- 
waking an hour after, and ſeeing us 

S 2 diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to liſten, he ſaid to Lamela, 
Friend Ambroſe, thou mayelt now 
© take a comfortable nap.'—* No, no,“ 
replied Lamela ; I have no inclination 
to fleep: and though I am well ac- 
« quainied with all the paſlages of your 


— 


© life, they are ſo inſtructive for people 
* of our profeſſion, that I thall be very 
* well entertained in hearing them re- 
counted once more.“ Don Raphael 
immediately began the hiſtory of his liſe 
in theſe terins. 


—Uä — 


— 


— 
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BOOK V. 


CHAP. I. 
The hiſtory of Don Raphael. 


AM the ſon of an actreſs at Ma- 
1 drid, whoſe name was Lucinda, 
famous for her theatrical talents, and 
« ſtill more for her gallantry. As for 
© my father,' 1 cannot, without pre- 
« ſumption, aſſume any one in partt- 
© cular. It is true, I might tell what 
man of quality was in love with my 
mother when I came into the world; 
but that epocha would by no means 
© be a convincing -proof of his being the 
* author of my birth. A woman of my 
* mother's profeſſion is fo little to be 
* truſted, that even while ſhe appears 
the moſt attached to one nobleman, 
* ſhe almoſt always ſubſtitutes in his 
place ſome other perſon for his mo- 
© ney. 

« There is nothing like putting one's 
« ſelf above ſcandal: Lucinda, inftead 

© of bringing me up in obſcurity at 
her own houſe, took me by the hand, 
« without ceremony, and carried me 
© to the theatre in a very honourable 
4 manner, without giving herſelf any 
trouble about the difcourfe that paſſed 
at her expence, or the malicious ſneers 
o that the ſight of me never failed, to 
« excite. In a word, I was her darling, 
and careſſed by all the men that viſit- 
© eq her, ſo much, that it looked as if 
Nature pleaded with them in my be- 
' ©* half. | 

I was allowed to pals the twelve 
© firſt years of my lite in all ſorts of 
© frivolous amuſements: fcarce was I 
* taught to read and write; and till 
_ © Jeſs pains were taken to initiate me 
in the principles of my religion; I 


learned only to dance, ſing, and play 
Lon the guittar. 


This was all I could 
* do, when the Marquis de Leganez 
* aſked me as a companion to his only 
* ſon, who was pretty much of my age. 
Lucinda willingly complied with his 
5 requeſt, and it was then I began to 
* think ſeriouſly. Young Leganez was 


» 


not farther adyanced than I: that lit- | 


© tle nobleman did not ſeem · qualiſied 
by Nature for the fciences. He hardly 
© knew one letter of his alphabet, al- 
though he had been under the inſtruc- 
© tion of a preceptor fifteen months, 
His other maſters ſucceeded no better: 
* he exhauſted their patience. The 
« were not, indeed, permitted to ufe 
* rigour; but expreſsly ordered to in- 
© ſtruct, without tormenting him; and 
that order, joined to his natural dul- 
© nels, rendered all their leffons of little 
© or no effect. | | 

© But the preceptor invented an ex- 
* cellent expedient to intimidate the 
© young nobleman, without contradict- 
© ing his father's order: he reſolved to 
* flog me when his pupil deſervedpuniſh- . 
© ment; and he did not fail to put his 
* refolutivn in practice. Not reliſhing 
© this expedient, I ran away, and com- 
* plained to my mother of ſuch unjuſt 
treatment: but, in ſpite of all her 
* tenderneſs for me, ſhe had ſtrength 
to refiſt my tears, and conſidering that 
© it was a great advantage for her ſon 
© to live with the Marquis de Leganea, 
* {ent me back immediately. f was 
* now abandoned to the preceptor; who, 
* perceiving that his invention had pro- 
| * duced a good effect, continued to flog 
me (till, iS{tead of the young noble- 
© man; and, in order to make the deeper 
* impreſſion upon him, diſciplined me 
with great feverity. I was ſure to 
pay, every day, for young Leganez; 
© and I may venture to affirm, that he 
did not learn one letter of his alpha- 
© bet, which did not coft me an hun- 
© dred laſhes. Judge you what his rudi- 
* ments ſtood me in. 

The birch was not the only dif- 
© agreeable thing I ſuffered in this 
© houſe: as every body knew me, the 
© meaneſt ſervant, even the fcullions, 
* reproached me with. my birth. This 
* diſguſted me ſo much, that I ran away 
© one day, after having found means to. 
* ſeize the preceptor's whole ſtock of 
* ready-money, which might amount to 
© an hundred and tifty ducats. Such 

' s Was 
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vas the vengeance I took for the ſtripes 
© he had ſo unjuſtly beftowed upon me. 
J performed this flight of hand with 
« admirable dexterity, though it was m 
* firſt eſſay; and having had the addreſs 
© to baffle the ſearch that was made for | 
me during two days, left Madrid, and 
* repaired to Toledo, without being 
« purſued, heh | 
J was then juſt going into my fif- 
© teenth year. What a pleaſure it was 
* to be independent at that age, and 


g entirely maſter of my own actions! | 


© I ſoon 828 S * with 
« young people, who iſhed me up, 
C — Anded me. to . 15 my dee! | 
aſſociated with knights of the poſt, 
ho cultivated my happy diſpolition 
© ſo well, that in a little time I became 
© one of the moſt dexterous of the order. 
© At the end of five years, being ſeized 
* with an inclination to travel, I quitted 
my confederates, and beginning my 
« peregrinations by Eſtremadura, went 
as far as Alcantara: but before I 
© reached that place, finding an op- 
©portunity of exerting my talents, I 
© did not let it eſcape. Being a-foot, 
and moreover loaded with a pretty 
© heavy knapſack, I frequently halted 
© to repoſe myſelf under the trees, that 
offered me their ſhade, at a little diſ- 
© tance from the highway. In one of 
* thoſe reſting-places I found two lads 
© very well drefled, talking merrily on 
© the graſs, while they enjoyed the cool- 
* neſs of the ſhade. I ſaluted them very 
© courteouſly, and entered into conver- 
* ſation with them, at which they did 
© not ſeem diſpleaſed. The eldeſt was 
© not more than fifteen, and they ſeemed 
© both to be extremely raw. ** Signior 
“ Cavalier,“ faid the youngeſt to me, 
„% we are ſons of two rich citizens of 
% Placentia, who longing extremely to 
« ſee the kingdom of Portugal, in order 
« to ſatisfy our curioſity, have taken an 
*« hundred piſtoles each from our pa- 
„ rents; and as we travel a-foot, hope 
4% to go a great way with that ſum, 
« What is your opinion of the matter?“ 
— If 1 had ſo much,” I replied, 
« God knows where I ſhould go: 1 
« would viſit the four corners of the 
c world. What the devil! two hun- 
« dred piſtoles it is an immenſe ſum, ' 
« and you'll never ſee the end of it. If 
„it be agreeable to you, gentlemen,” | 
added I, I ſhall have the honour of 
„accompanying you as far as the city 
« of Almeria, where I am going to take 
s poſſeſſion of the eſtate of an uncle, 


| 


; 


© who has been ſettled in that place 
twenty ens, or thereabouts.“ 


The young citizens aſſured me they 
* would be glad of my company. Where- 
* upon, having reſted ourſelves a little, 
© we ſet forwards, all together; towards 
* Alcantara, where we arrived a good 
* while before might, and went to lodge 
* at a good inn. We aſked for a room, 
* and were ſhewn into one, where there 
* was a preſs with a key in it. Having 
© beſpoke ſupper, I propoſed to my 
*comrades that we would go and ſee 
the town while it was getting ready. 
They accepted the propoſal ; we lock. 
* ed our knapſacks in the preſs, the key 
* of which one of the citizens put in 
© his pocket ; and going out of the inn, 
„went to view the churches. While 
© we were in the cathedral, I pretended, 
All of a ſudden, to have an affair of 


* conſequence in hand, and faid to my | 


* companions, ** Gentlemen, 1 have ju 

„ recollected that a perſon of Toledo 
« defired me to deliver a ſhort meſſage 
* to a merchant who lives near this 


„ church. Pray wait for me here, and 


„I'll be back in an inſtant.” So ſay- 
© ing, I left them, ran to the inn, flew 
© to the preſs, forced the lock, and rum- 
© maging the knapſacks of my young 
© cits, found their piſtoles. Poor chil- 
* dren! I did not leave them ſo much 
as one to pay for their night's lodging. 
« I carried all off, quitted the town as 
© faſt as poſſible, and took the road to 
Merida, without giving myſelf any 
* farther concern about them. 

© That adventure put me in a con- 
dition to travel agreeably : though I 
© was young, I found myſelf capable 
© of conducting 1 * with prudence ; 
© and I may ſay, I was pretty old con- 
* fidering my years. Having reſolved 
to buy a mule, I put my reſolution in 
practice at the next village. I even 
* converted my knapſack into a port- 
© manteau,- and began to aſſume a little 
* more of the man of conſequence. On 
© the third day, 1 met a man finging 
* veſpers as loud as he could roar, on 
* the highway. Judging, by his ap- 
© pearance, that he was a chanter, I ac- 
* coſted him with courage. Signior 


« Batchelor, you ſing purely; your 


«© heart. goes with your profeſſion, I 
«@ ſee . Sir,” anſwered he, «© Tam 
©« chanter, at Four ſervice ; and amuſe 
«© myſelf with clearing my pipes, as you 
« hear.” 


© In this manner we entered into con- 


© yerſation, and I perceived that I had 
got into company with a moſt witty 
© and agreeable fellow, about four or 
* five and twenty years old. As he tra- 

5 velled 


| 
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« yelled on foot, I made my mule walk 
« flowly, that I might have the pleaſure 
of converling with him; and, among 
other things, the diſcourſe turned on 
Toledo. I know that city perfectly 


. « well,” ſaid the chanter; “ having 


« lived a good while in it, and I believe 
% have ſome friends there,” —** In what 
% place,” anſwered I. interrupting him, 
« did you live at Toledo?” He replied, 
« In the New Street. I lived with Don 
« Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Mat- 
«« thias de Cordel, and two or three 
«« more gentlemen of honour : we lodg- 
« ed, ate, and paſſed our time agree- 
«« ably together.” Theſe words ſur- 
« prized me; for it muſt be obſerved, 
that thoſe gentlemen, whoſę names he 
mentioned, were the very ſharpers 
* with whom 1 had kept company at 
Toledo. Signior Chanter,” cried I, 
« thoſe gentlemen, whom you have 
« named, are of my acquaintance, and 
« lived with them in the New Street.“ 
—“ I underſtand you,” he replied, 
« ſmiling; „that is to ſay, you are en- 
« tered into the company ſince I left it 
« three years ago.” —““ ] have,“ ſaid 
*I, “ quitted theſe gentlemen becauſe 
«« I was ſeized with an inclination to 
« travel. 1 intend to make the tour 
«© of Spain, knowing that 1 ſhall im- 
„ prove by experieuce.” —** Without 
* doubt,” he replied, “one muſt travel 
« before he can have a finiſhed educa- 
« tion : it was for this reaſon that I left 
«« Toledo, where I lived very agreeably. 
« I thank Heaven,“ added he, “for 
© having met, when 1 leaſt expected 
« it, a knight of my own order! Let us 
« join, travel together, make attempts 
* on our neighbours purſe, and lay hold 
« of every occaſion that preſents itſelf 
* of exerting our ſkill,” 


He made this propoſal ſo frankly, 


© and with ſuch a good grace, that I 
© accepted it. He won my confidence 
all of a ſudden, in beſtowing his upon 
* me, and we unboſomed ourſelves to 
one another. I recounted my hiſtory 
* to him, and he made no myſtery of his 
* adventures to me; letting me know 
© that he was juſt come from Portalegro, 
* whence an unſucceſsful trick Had 
© obliged him to eſcape with precipita- 
tion, in the dreſs he now wore. After 
* he had communicated to me his whole 
affairs, we reſolved to go to Merida 
« together, in order to try our fortune 

* by ſtriking ſome lucky ſtroke, if poſ- 
« ſible; and then, immediately decamp- 
« ing, to remove elſewhere, From that 
* moment our ſtock became common 


" 
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| © betyixt us ; indeed, Moralez (ſo my 


© companion was called) was not in a 
© very brilliant ſituation. His whole 
fortune conſiſted of five or ſix ducats, 
with ſome baggage that he carried 
in a wallet; but if I was richer than 
© he in ready-money, he, on the other 
© hand, was more conſummate than I 
« in the art of deceiving mankind. 
We mounted my mule by turns, and 
© in this manner arriving at Merida, 
© halted at an inn of the ſuburbs, where 
my comrade took out of his wallet a 
« dreſs, in which he was no ſooner 
* cloathed, than we went to take a turn 
through the town, reconnoitre the 
ground, and look for an opportunity 
© of going to work. We conlidered 
every object that preſented itſelf with 
great attention; and, as Homer would 
We ſaid, reſembled two kites that 
* calt their eyes abroad to look for 
© birds on which to prey. In ſhort, we 
© waited in hopes that chance would af- 
© ford an occaſion on which we might 
* employ our induſtry, when we per- 
© ceived in the ſtreet an old grey-haired 
« gentleman fighting againſt three men, 
© who puſhed hard at him. I was ſhock- 
ed at the inequality of the combat; 
© and, as I am naturally a tilter, flew to 
© the aſſiſtance of the old man: Moralez 
following my example, we attacked 
© the gentleman's three enemies, and 
© obliged them to ſeek their ſafety in 
flight. 
* The ſenior was mighty thankful. 
„% We are very glad,” faid I to him, 
that we happened to be here ſo ſea- 
« ſonably, to give you aſſiſtance : but let 
ce us know, at leaſt, who we have had 
« the good fortune to ſerve; and pray 
« tell us, for what reaſon thoſe three 
„ men would have aſſaſſinated you.“ 
—* Gentlemen,“ he replied, “ I am 
too much obliged, to refuſe the ſatis. 
„faction you deſire, My name is je- 
„ rome de Moyadas, and I live on m 


| t fortune in this city; one of thoſe aſ- 


« ſaſſins, from whom you have delivered 
me, made love to my daughter; aſked 
her of me in marriage ſome days 
« ago; and as he could not obtain my 
„ conſent, attacked me, ſword in hand 
in order to be revenged.”—* A 
« may one aſk,” I replied, “your 
„ reaſon for refuſing your conſent 
© to that gentleman ?“ —— © I will 
« tell you,“ ſaid he: “I had a brother, 
« a merchant in this city; whoſe name 
„% was Auguſtin; two months ago he 
© was at Calatrava, and lodged at the 
„ houſe of Juan Velez de * 
« nis 
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© his correſpondent, with whom he was 
« ſo intimate, that, in order to ſtrengthen 
« their friendſhip ſtill more, he pro- 
«© miſed my only 4 hter Florentina in 
« marriage to his ſon, nor doubting 
« that he had credit enough with me 
« to perform his promiſe. Accord- 
« ingly, my brother, upon his return 
* to Merida, no ſooner mentioned the 
4% affair, than I, out of love to him, 
«© conſented to the marriage. He then 
++ ſent Florentina's picture to Calatrava; 
« but alas! had not the ſatisfaction of 
« finiſhing the work, for he died three 
« weeks ago; conjuring me, on his 
« death-bed, to diſpoſe of my daughter 
4 to none but his correſpondent's ſon. 
« This I promiſed; and, on this ac- 
4 count, refuſed Florentina to the gen- 
« tleman who aſſaulted me, although he 
« is a very advantageous match, I 
% am a flave to my word, and every 
« moment expect the ſon of Juan Velez 
«« de Menbrilla, on whom I will beſtow 
« my daughter in marriage, though I 


«« never ſaw either him or his father. 1 


« beg pardon,” continued Jerome de 
« Moyadas, for troubling you with 
« this relation; but you yourſelf ex- 
4 acted it of me.“ 
«© I liſtened to him with great atten- 
« tion, and reſolving upon a trick that 
* ſtruck me in the head of a ſudden, 
affected greit aſtoniſhment, lifted up 
' © my eyes to heaven, and turning to- 
« wards the old man, faid, in a pathe- 
(thick tone, “ Ah, Signior Moyadas ! 
4 is it poſſible, that on my firſt arrival 
«« at Merida, I ſhould be ſo happy as to 
« ſave the life of my father-in-law !” 
The old citizen was ſtrangely ſurprized 
gat theſe words, as well as Moralez, 
« who ſhewed by his countenance, what 
2 * rogue he took me to be. 
«« What do I hear ?” replied the ſenior. 
«« How! are you the ſon of my brother's 
« correſpondent ?'%—*« Yes, Signior je- 
« rome de Moyadas,” anſwered I, with 
© an audacious countenance, while I 
£ threw my arms about his neck; © I 
% am that happy mortal, for whom the 
« adorable Florentina is deſtined. But 
« before I expreſs my joy in enterin 
4% into your family, allow me to ſhe 
«© into your boſom the tears which the 
« remembrance of your brother Au- 
« yuſtin renews! I ſhould be the moſt 
4 ungrateful of all mankind, if I was 
4% not ſenſibly touched with the death 
« of a perſon to whom I owe all the 
« happineſs of my life!” So ſaying, 
© I again embraced honeſt Jerome, and 
covered my eyes with my hand, on 


0 


| 


3 of wiping away my tears. 


oralez, who, in a twinkling, per- 
* ceived the advantage we 3 rea 
from a trick of this kind, did not fai 
to ſecond the impoſture, and paſſing 


for my valet, even topped me in the 


© ſorrow I had manifeſted for the death 
* of Signior Auguſtin. “ Signior Je. 
© rome,” cried he, © what a loſs you 
« have ſuffered in your brother's death! 
* he was ſuch an honeſt man! the very 
* phoenix of commerce! a diſintereſted 
« merchant; a merchant of integrity ; 
te there are few of his fellows to be met 
« with 1” | 

* We had to do with a ſimple and 
© credulous man, who, ſo far from 
© ſuſpeting the cheat, was himſelf an 
© aſliſtantin it.“ And why,” ſaid he, 
« did you not come ſtraight to my houſe? 
* you ſhould not have gone to lodge 
«at an inn. Conſidering the terms on 
« which we are, no ceremony ought to 
« have been obſerved.” —* Sir, an- 
« \wered Moralez, taking upon him to 
« ſpeak for me, my maſter is, I grant 
« you, a little ceremonious; not but 
« that he is excuſable in ſome ſhape, in 
« being unwilling to appear before you 
« in his preſent ſituation ; for we have 
« been robbed in our journey hither, 
«and loſt all our baggage.”—* The 
«© young man,” ſaid I, interrupting 
© him, “ tells you nothing but the truth, 
« Signior de Moyadas. This misfor- 
©« tune did not permit me to come to 
« your houſe: I durſt not preſent my- 
« ſelf, in this garb, before the eyes of a 
« miſtreſs who has not as yet ſeen me; 
« and, for that reaſon, I waited the re- 
« turn of a valet wham I have ſent te 
« Calatrava.”—** This accident,“ re- 
« plied the old man, “ ought not to have 
« hindered you from coming to (tay 
« at my houſe, where I intend you 
te ſhall immediately take up your lodg- 
« ing.” - 

So ſaying, he carried me home with 
© him ; and, by the way, we talked of 
© the pretended robbery that I had ſuf- 
© fered; when I aſſured him, that what 
: =—_ me the greateſt concern, was my 
having loſt, with my baggage, the 
© picture of Florentina. hereupon 
© the citizen obſerved, with a ſimile, 
© that I might conſole myſelf for that 
© loſs the more eaſily, as the original was 
better than the copy. In effect, as 


ſoon as we came to his houſe, he 
called his daughter, who was not above 


« ſixteen years of age, and might have 
© been counted an accompliſhed young 


. ; 6 
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« object which my late brother pro- 
% miſed to you.“ „Ah, Signior,“ 
Fried I, with a paſſionate air, “ yon 


© have no occaſion to tell me that this 


« is the amiable Florentina | theſe 
„charming ſeatures are engraved on 
«© my memory, and ſtill more upon my 
« heart. If the picture which J loſt, 
© and which was only a flight ſketch 
©« of fuch perfection, could in flame me 
« with the moſt ardent paſſion, judge 
« how I mult be tranſported at this mo- 
©«© ment!“ - You flatter me too much,” 
© ſaid Florentina; “ for I am not vain 
enough to imagine that my qualifica- 
« tions juſtify your diſcourſe.”—** Go 
* on with your compliments,” ſaid the 
© father. At the ſame time, he left me 
* alone with his daughter; and taking 
« Moralez aſide, ** Friend,” ſaid he to 
© him, “ you have loſt all your baggage, 
« then; and, without doubt, your mo- 
© ney too.“ Yes, Sir,” anſwered my 


© comrade, a great number of banditti 


« poured upon us, near Caſtel Blazo, 
and left us nothing but the cloaths 
* on onr backs; but we ſhall, in a 
« very ſhort time, receive bills of ex- 
©« change, which will ſet all things to 
« rights again.“ | 

„ But until thoſe bills arrive,“ re- 
© plied the old man, taking a purſe out 
© of his pocket, here are an hundred 
<« piſtvles at your ſervice.” —** O, Sir!“ 
* faid Moralez, ** my maſter would not 
accept them for the world. I find 
« you don't know him. Zooks! he 
« 1s a man of great delicacy on theſe 
« occaſions. 
« faſhionable youngſters who are apt 
« to take up from every body. He 
does not love to be in debt, and 
« would rather beg his bread than bor- 
« row one farthing.” —* So much the 
« better,“ ſaid the honeſt citizen; “ 1 
« eſteem him the more on that account. 
« J cannot bear to ſee young men con- 
« tract debts: I pardon it, indeed, in 
« people of quality, becauſe it is a pri- 
« yilege they have poſlefſed a long time. 
« ] wot,” continued he, “ attront thy 
« maſter; and ſince it will only give 
« him pain to ofter him money, we muſt 
« fay no more about it.” With theſe 
« words, he was going to put the purſe 
4% in his pocket again; but my compa- 
« nion held his hand, ſaying, “ Hold, 
« Signior Moyadas, whatever averſion 
« my maſter has to borrowing, I don't 
« defpair of prevailing upon him to aC- 
« cept your hundred piſtoles. It is only 
« from ſtrangers he is thy of borrow- 


«ing: he is not ſo ceremonious with | 


He is none of thoſe 


* 


*« his own family : he can even demand 
© of his father, with a good grace, what- 
© ever money he has occaſion for. 
„The young gentleman, you perceive, 
© knows how to diſtinguiſh perſons, and 
© ought to look upon you, Sir, as a ſe- 
„% cond father.“ | * a 

« Moralez, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſecured 
the purſe of the old man, who came 
and rejoined us; aud finding his 
© daughter and me engaged in mutual 
compliments, interrupted our conver- 
* ſation, by telling Florentina the obli- 
* gation he lay under to me; and, on 
that ſcore, made me profeſſions which 
convinced me of his gratitude. I laid 
© hold of ſuch a favourable diſpoſition, 
© and told the citizen, that the moſt 
* ſenſible mark of acknowledgment he 
© could ſhew, would be to haſten my mar- 
* riage with his daughter. He yielded, 
with a good grace, to my impatience ; 
© aſſuring me, that in three days, at far- 
* theſt, I ſhould be Florentina's huſ. 
© band ; and that, inſtead of fix thou- 
© ſand dncats, which he had promiſed 
for her dower, he would give me ten, 
as a proof of his being deeply affected 
© with the ſervice I had done him. 

« Moralez and I, therefore, lived with 
* the honeſt man Jerome de Moyadas, 
© kindly treated, and in the agreeable 
© expectation of ten thouſand ducats, 
with which we propoſed to make a 
* ſudden decampment from Merida. 
Our joy, however, was checked by 
fear: we were apprehenſive, that in 
© lefs than three days the true ſon of 
© Juan Velez de Menbrilla would arrive, 
and croſs our good fortune. 

This fear was by no means ill. 
* founded : for the very next day, a 
kind of peaſant, loaded with a port- 
* mantean, came to the houſe of Floren- 
* tina's father, when I was not at home, 
* though my comrade was preſent. 
„Sir!“ ſaid the peaſant to the old man, 
I belong to a young gentleman of Ca- 
„ latrava, called Sigmior de Menbrilla, 
*© who is to be your ſon-in-law. We 
« are juſt arrived, and he will be here 
„ preſently. I came here before, to 
« give you notice of his approach.” 
© He had ſcarce ſpoke theſe words, when 
* his maſter appeared; a circumſtance 
that ſurprized the old man very much, 
© and diſconcerted Moralez a little. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel 
* young fellow, addrefſed himſelf to 
© Florentina's father; but the honeſt ci- 
© tizen did not give him time to finiſh his 
* diſcourſe, and turning to my compa- 
nion, aſked. the meaning of all this. 

Then 


% 
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Then Moralez who was ſecond to no 


man on earth for impudence, aſſumed 
© an, air of aſſurance, and ſaid to the 
old man, Sir, theſe two men be- 
4 long to the troop of thieves who. rob- 
„ bed us on the highway: TI recol- 
4 Ie& them both very well, particu- 
4% larly him who has the audacity to call 
©« himſelf the ſon of Signior Juan Ve- 
4% lez de la Menbrilla.” The old citi- 
© zen believed Moralez ; and, perſuad- 
* ed that the ſtrangers were cheats, ſaid 
to them, Gentlemen, you come too 
6 late; your ſcheme is prevented: Pe- 
% dra de la Menbrilla has been in my 


ac houſe ſince yeſterday.” —** Take care. 


& of what you ſay,” anſwered the young 
man of Calatrava; “you have got 
« an impoſtor in your family; for you 
% muſt know that Juan Velez de Men- 
* brilla has no other ſon than me.“ 
« I know better,” replied the old man; 
« and am not ignorant of your profei- 
„ fion: don't you recollect this young 
„% man, and remember his maſter, whom 
7 you robbed :?“ If I was not in your 
% houſe,” ſaid Pedro, I would puniſh 
te the inſolence of that cheat, who has the 
br; prefumpton to call me a robber. Let 
„him thank your preſence, that re- 
© (trains my indignation.— Sir,“ added 
he, “ you are impoſed upon. I am 
© the young man to whom your brother 
« Auguſtine promiſed his niece, If 
, you deſire it, I can ſhew all the letters 
„which he wrote to my father, on the 


e ſubject of the marraige. Will you not 
believe it, when you ſee the picture 


« of Florentina, which he ſent to me 
©« {ome time before his death?“ | 

« No,” ſaid the old citizen, inter- 
« rupting him; **neither the picture nor 
<« che letters will convince me: 1 know 
« very well in what manner they fell 
into your hands: and I adviſe you as 
« a friend, to be gone from Merida 
„% as ſoon as you can.” — This is too 
% much,” cried the young gentleman, 
in his turn; “Iwill not ſuffer my 
« name to be ſtolen with impunity, nor 
« myſelf to be treated like a highway - 
«© man. I know ſome people in this 
« place, whom I will find, and return 
4% to confound the impeſtor that has 
© prejudiced you againſt me.“ So ſay- 
ing, he retired with his valet, and Mo- 


| © ralez remained maſter of the field: 


* nay, this adventure made Jerome de 
© Moyadas reſolve to have the marriage 


celebrated that very day, and he went 


© out inſtantly, to give the neceſſary or- 

* ders for the occaſion, 3 
Though my comrade was very well 
No. 78. | 
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„ther 


6 © 
* tyres, which he concluded Don Pedro 


« pleaſed to ſee Florentina's father in a 
© diſpoſition ſo favourable for us, he 
c yas far from being perfectly at eaſe ; 
* fearing the conſequence: of the; mea. 


would certainly take, he waited for me 
with impatience, to communicate what 
had happened. Finding him, at my 
return, plunged in a profound reve- 
rie, “ What is the matter, friend?“ 
© ſaid 1; „thou ſeemeſt in a brown 
te ſtudy.” He replied, If I am, it is 
© not without reaſon: and informed 
me of the whole affair; adding, Thou 
te ſeeſt what cauſe I have to muſe. It was 
© thou alone, who raſhly threw us into 
* this dilemma. It was a ſhining en- 
„ terprize,, I own, and would have 
„ crowned thee with glory, had it ſuc- 
© ceeded : but, in all appearance, it wil 
«end ill; andi it is my advice, that, in 
order to prevent explanations, we im- 
© mediately betake ourſelves to our 
heels, with the feather which we have 
« plucked from the honeſt man's wing.“ 

« Mr. Moralez,” anſwered. I to this 
© propoſal, “ you yield to difficulties, I 


* find, very ſoon; and don't do a great 


« deal of honour to Don Matthias de 
„ Cordel, and the other cavaliers with 
« whom you lived at Toledo: one who 
has ſerved his apprenticeſhip under 
„ ſach able maſters, ought not to be 
« eaſily alarmed. As for me, who in- 
ce tend to walk in the ſteps of theſe he- 
© roes, and prove myſelf a worthy pu- 
6 pil, I will bear up againſt the obſtacle 
& that terrifies you, and make my ut- 
«© molt efferts-to ſurmount it.“ If 
© you accompliſh that,” ſaid my compa« 
nion, „I will prefer you, to all the 
« great men in Plutarch.”; - 

« Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, 
« Jerome de Moyadas coming in, ſaid to 
« me, *+ You ſhall be my ſon-in-law 
« this very evening: your ſervant, I 
« ſuppoſe, has told you what happened. 
« What do you think of the impudence 
« of the rogue, who would have made 
© me believe that he was the ſon of my 
© brother's correſpondent ?“ Sigs 
« nior,” anſwered I, in a meizachely 
tone, and with the moſt ingenuous air 
© I could affect,“ I find I am not quali- 
te fied to carry on a deceit. I muſt ſin- 
t cerely own, that I am not the ſon of 
„Juan Velez de Menbrilla.”—-< What 
« do I hear?” cried the old man, in- 
« terrupting me with equal precipitation 
© and ſurprize : „how you not the 
„ young man to whom my bro. 
— * Pray, Sir,” ſaid I, in- 


| * terrupting him in my turn, 
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« good as to hear me to an end. I 
ov fave loved your daughter theſe eight 
« days, during which my paſſion has de- 
« tained me at Merida; and yeſterday, 
„after having come to your aſſiſtance, I 
« was about to demand her in marriage, 


* when you ſtopped my mouth, by giv- 


« ing me to underſtand that ſhe was 
« deſtined for another. You told me 
« that your brother, in his laſt mo- 
% ments, conjured you to beſtow her 
upon Pedro de la Menbrilla ; that you 
% promiſed to comply with his requeſt ; 
« and, in ſhort, that you was a ſlave to 
« your word, This information, I 


 ** confeſs, overwhelmed me; and my 


« love, reduced to deſpair, inſpired me 
« with the ſtratagem I put in practice. 
«1 muſt tell you, however, that I ſe- 
« cretly upbraided myſelf with the trick 
I had put upon you; but I flattered my- 
« fel that you would forgive it, when I 
** ſhould have diſcovered it, and con- 
, yinced you that I am an Italian Prince, 
«« who travel incognito; and that my fa- 
© ther is ſovereign of certain vallies, ſi- 
« tuated between the Swiſs, the Mila- 
% neſe, and Savoy. I imagined that 


« you would be agreeably ſurprized, 


« when I ſhould have revealed my 


„birth; and I felt all the pleaſure of a 


« delicate and paſſionate huſband, in 
« the hope of declaring it to Florentina 
« after our marriage. Heaven,” added 
« I, changing my tone, “would not in- 
« dulge me in ſo much joy Pedro de 
« ]a Menbrilla appears, and I muſt re- 
« ſtore hink his name, how much ſoever 
« the reſtitution will coſt me] You are 
* engaged, by your promiſe, to chuſe 
« him for a ſon-in-law; and it is your 
duty to prefer him to me, without re- 
« guard to my rank, or compaſſion for 
e the cruel ſituation to which you are 
going to reduce me. I will not pre- 
« tend to repreſent, that your brother 
« was only the uncle of your daughter, 
«© and that you being her father, it is 
« more juſt to acquit yourſelf of the ob. 
10 ligation you owe me, than to make 
« it a point of honour to keep a promiſe 
©. which is but ſlightly binding.“ 

„ Yes, dvubtleſs, it is ſo!” cried 
Jerome de Moyadas ; „therefore 1 
« Jo not intend to heſitate between you 
« and Don Pedro de Menbrilla. If 
my brother Auguſtin was ſtill alive, 


he would not blame me for giving the 


« preference to a man who ſaved my 
« life ; and who is, moreover, a prince, 
« who does not diſdain to aſk my alli- 
« ance. I mult be an enemy to my own 


« happineſs, and entirely deprived of | 


—* 


"© before me, 


© jt may concern, that 
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* my underſtanding, if I did not give 
* you my daughter, and even preſs the 
te celebrationof the marriage.” —* But, 
© Signior,” I replied, do nothing im- 
* 1 conſult your intereſt on- 
* ly; and, notwithſtanding the nobility 
te of my blood—” „Sure you jeſt 1”. 
© ſaid he, interrupting me; „ oughtI to 
* heſitate one moment! No, my Prince, 
©« I moſt humbly beſeech you to ho- 


% nour 'the happy Florentina with 


* your hand this very evening,” — 
4% Well,” ſaid I, “be it ſo; go carry 
* the news yourſelf, and inform her of 
te her glorious fate.“ 

« While the honeſt citizen flew eager - 
©ly to tell his daughter that ſhe had 
made the conqueſt of a prince, Mora- 
* lez, who had heard the whole conver- 
© ſation, threw himſelf on his knees 
ſaying, „ Monſignior, 
„the Italian prince, ſon of the fove- 
{© reign of the vallies, ſituated between 
© the Swiſs, Milaneſe, and Savoy, give 
«© me leave to embrace the feet of your 
e highneſs, and teſtify the exceſſive Joy 
„feel! Upon the faith of a knave, 
look upon you as a prodigy |! I thought 
e myſelf the firſt man in the world, but 
{© truly I ſtrike to you, although you 
« have leſs experience than 1.” 
« What! you are no longer uneaſy, I 
© hope;” ſaid I to him. „ O not at 
© all!” anſwered he; „I am no longer 
« afraid of Sigmor Pedro; let him come 
again as ſoon as he pleaſes.” Mora- 
© lez and I being now firm in the ſtir- 
© rups, began to regulate the courſe we 
© ſhould take with the dowry; on which 
* we depended ſo much, that we could 
© not have thought ourſelves more ſe- 
cure of it, had it been already in our 
« pockets. We had not, as yet, got it, 
« for all that; and the cataſtrophe of 
© the adventure did not anſwer our ex- 
« pectation,” 

* In a little time the young man of 
Calatrava returned, accompanied by 
© two citizens and an alguazil, as formi- 
* dable on account of his whiſkers and 
* ſwarthy complexion, as of his employ- 
ment. Florentina's father being pre- 
* ſent, “ Signior de Moyadas,“ ſaid 
© Pedro to him, I have brought hi- 
„ ther three creditable people, whe 
© know me, and can tell you whol am.” 
—« Yes, ſure,” cried the alguazil, I 
can tell you; and 1 * to all whom 

know you. 
« Yourname is Pedro, and you are the 
© only ſon of Juan Velez de la Menbril- 
la: whoever maintains the contrary 
is an Impoltor,”— I believe you, | 
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« Mr. Alguazil,” ſaid the honeſt man 
* Jerome de Moyadas; your evidence 
* is ſacred with me, as well as that of 
« the gentlemen merchants who ar@ 
*t along with you. I am fully convinc- 


«© ed that the young cavalier who con- 


« ducted you hither, is the only ſon of 
40 my brother's correſpondent : but that 
% does not (ignify, I am no longer in 
« mind to give him my daughter,” 

*« Oho1 that's another affair,“ ſaid 
* the alguazil ; © I came hither only to 
« aſſure you that I know this young 
% man. Youare maſter of your child, 
« and nobody can compel you to part 
« with her againſt your inclination.” 
Nor do I intend,” ſaid Pedro, in- 
© terrupting him, “to offer violence 
«to the inclination of Signior de 
„% Moyadas; but he will give me leave 
„te aſk why he has changed his ſen- 
« timents, or if he has any cauſe to 
% complain of me? Let me be aſſured, 
© 4+ leaſt, that I have not loſt the ſweet 
« hope of being his ſon-in-law by my 
* own miſbehaviour.” — “ I have no 
© cauſe to complain of you,” replied 
* the old man; “ and will even own, 
that it is with regret I ſee myſelf un- 
e der a neceſſity heel my word, 
* for which I conjure you to forgive 
„me. I am perſuaded, that you are 
** tvo generous to take it amiſs, that I 
prefer to you a rival who has ſaved 
* my life. Here he is,” purſued he, 
* ſhewing me to the company; this is 
the perſon who reſcued me from the 
** moſt imminent danger; and that wy 
*« excuſe may have ſtill more force, 
* muſt inform you that he is no leſs 
4 than an Italian prince.“ 

At the; laſt words, Pedro became 
* mute and confounded ; the two mer- 
* chants ſtared with the utmoſt ſurprize; 
* but the alguazil, accuſtomed to look 
* upon the worſt ſide of every thing, 
* ſuſpected this wonderful adventure to 


* be a trick that might turn out to his 


* advantage ; he eyed me very atten- 


* tively, and his good-will being baffled 


© by my features, which were utterly 
* unknown to him, he examined my 
* comrade with the ſame attention. Un- 
* luckily for my highnels, he recollected 
© Moralez, and remembering to have 


© ſeen him in the priſon of Ciudad Real, 


* Ah, ha!“ cried he, “ here is one of 
* our cuſtomers ; I remember this gen- 
„ tleman, who, I aſſure you, is one 
« of the moſt perfect ſharpers within 
„ the kingdoms and 9 of 
„Spain,“ — © Softly, Mr. Alguazil,” 


* ſaid Jerome de Moyadas; ** the young | 


* *» 
#.+ 


* 


| 


man, whom you paint ſo difadvanta- 


te geouſly, is the domeſtick of a prince.” ' 
guazil; 


— Very well,“ replied the 


— — ——. ___ — — — — — — — _ * 


* know enough to form my reſolution 
„ accordingly, and judge of the maſter ' 
„ by the man. I don't doubt that theſe 
„ pallants are two cheats, who have 


* agreed to impoſe upon you. 


I know ' 


* how to manage in ſuch caſes; and to 
let you ſee that theſe wits are adven- ' 
* turers, I will carry them inſtantly to 


„will feel that whipping is not yet out 
there, maſter ' 


of faſhion,” — Hof. 
© officer,” replied the old man; don't 


*« let us puſh matters ſo far: people of 


your profeſlion are not afraid of giv- 


„ gaol. I intend to introduce them to 
* a private converſation with Wonſienr 
* the Corregidor; after w they 


© ing pain to a worthy man. May not 


this valet be a rogue, and his maſter 


© a man of honour? ls it a new thing, 


« Ces? 6c 
ces,“ ſaid the alguazil ; “this young 
« fellow is a knight of the poſt, you 
% may depend upon it; and 1 arreſt him 


«*« to ſee GI in the ſervice of prin- 


„ and his comrade in the king's name. 


„% have twenty ſoldiers at the door, 
© who ſhall drag them ta priſan, if they 
© refuſe to go with a good 


ou joke, with your prin» 


grace. 


Come, my prince,” addreſſing him- 


« ſelf to me, let us march.“ | 


« I was thunderſtruck at theſe words, 
© as well as Morales, and our concern 


rendered us ſuſpected to Jerome de 


© Moyadas, or rather convinced him that 


© we actually had a deſign to defraud 
© him. On this occaſion, however, he 


© behaved like a gallant man; ſaying to 


« the alguazil, “ Maſter officer, perhaps 


« your ſuſpicions are falſe, and Nn | 
e it aa 


te they are but too true. But 
« jt will, let us dive no farther into 
« the affair; let theſe two young cava- 
4 liers retire whereſoever they pleaſe to 


„ go, and 1 beg you will not © ole ; 
« their retreat: it is a favour I aſk, in 
order to acquit myſelf of the obliga- 


«tion I owe to them '— +5 Were I 


* alguazil, © I ſhould impriſon theſe 
„ ocntlemen, without having any re- 
«@ gard to your entreaty : but, for your 
„Jake, I will relax a little, provided 
& that they quit the town this inſtant ; 
16 for if I meet them to-morrow, egad| 


„they thall ſee what will become k 


„e them.“ 


« {jrictly to do my duty,” anſwered the 


When Moralez and I underſtood 


© that, we were tee, we recollected our- , 
© ſelves a little, cudeavoured to talk _ 


© pþoldly, and affirm that we were per- 
T 8 _ * {ons 


— 
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© ſons of honour ; but the alguazil ſi- 
© lenced us with a fierce look; and 1 
don't know how theſe people have an 


© aſcendant over us. We were obliged, 


therefore, to abandon Florentina and 


© her portion to Pedro de la Menbrilla, 


© who doubtleſs became the {ſon-in-law 


© of Jerome de Moyadas, and retire with 


© all ſpeed, taking the road to Truxillo, 


* with the conſolation of having, at leaſt, 
got an hundred piſtoles by the adyen- 
ture. About an hour before night, 


6 faſkng by a little village, with a reſo-. 
* lution of going farther before we 
©ſhould halt, we perceived an inn of a 


. 
pretty good appearance for that place 
© and the landlord with his wife fitting on 


© long ſtones at the door. The huſband, 


a tall, meagre, old fellow, thrummed 


© upon 'a wretched ones; for the di- 
e, 


© yerlion of his wife, who ſeemed to 
© liſten with pleaſure. * Gentlemen,” 
* cried the landlord, when he ſaw we 


© did not ſtop, ** I adviſe you to halt at 


this place: you won't find a village 
* within three weary leagues of this; 
« and even there, I afſure you, yqu 


«« won't be ſo well ſerved as here; take 


s* my word for it, and walk into m 


„ houſe, where I will entertain you 
« handſomely, at a reaſonable rate.“ 


We ſuftered ourſelves to be perſuaded, 
« and approaching the man and his wife, 
© bid them good even; and having ſeat- 
© ed ourſelves by them, began all four 
« to talk of indifferent ſubſe&ts. The 
« landlord ſaid, he was an officer of the 
« Holy Brotherhood ; 'and his wife was 
© a fat merry dame, who ſeemed to un- 
« derſtand very well how to vend her 
* commodities, wt 
Our converſation was interrupted 
* by the arrival of twelve or fifteen ca- 


© valiers, ſome mounted cn mules, and 
* ſome a horſe- back, followed by thir- 


* tv baggage moyls loaded with bales. 


„% Ahl what a number of princes !”' 


« cried the landlord, at fight of ſo many 
people; where ſhall I find lodging 


© for them all ?** In a moment the vil-' 


© lage was crouded with men and beaſts. 
There was luckily, near the inn, a vaſt 


© © barn, in which the moy4ds and the bug- 
- he" wee diſpoſed : the mules and 


« horſes belonging to the cavaliers were 


put in other places; and as for the 


men, they did not concern themſelves 
ſo much about finding beds, as in be- 
« ſpeaking a good ſupper. The land- | 


« lord, his wife, and a young maid- ſer- 
« yant belonging to the houſe, were not 
« idle; they ſlaughtered all the poultry 
in their yard, which, joined to ſomę 


| © hs ” ts — — — 
ragouts made of rabbits and cats, and 


* x plentiful'diſh of ſoup, compoſed” of 


 cauliflowers and mutton, furniſhed 
* entertainment enough for the whole 
s yon | | 

* Moralez and I looked at the caya- 
© liers, who from time to time eyed us 
© alſo. At laſt we entered into conver» 
* ſation, and told them, that if it was 
* agreeable we would ſup in company. 
* They aſſured ns, that we could not do 
* them a greater pleaſure: ſo we fat 
* down all together at table. There 


* was one among them who ſeemed to, 
* be the chief, and for whom the reſt, 


though otherwiſe era did 
© not fail to ſhew ſome deference : it is 


true, indeed, he kept the upper end, 


* talked in an elevated tone of voice, 
© and even contradicted, ſometimes, in 


* a cavalier manner, the ſentiments of 
the reſt; who, far from replying in 
the ſame manßer to him, ſeemed ta 
© reſpe&t his opinions. The diſcourſe 
* falling, by accident, on Andaluſia, 
and Moralez taking it into his head 
to praiſe Seville, this man ſaid to him, 
„ Signior cavalier, you are making the 
* elogium of the city where I firſt drew 


„ breath; or, at leaſt, I was born in 


it's neighbourhocd, ſince the town of 


7 


: 


* 


ej 


„ Meyrena gave me to the world.” — 


« 1 cam ſay the ſame thing,” anſwer- 
* ed my companion; „ was likewiſe 
te born at Meyrena, and 1 muſt certainly 


„Know your parents: pray, whoſe ſon... _ 


«are you?“ —“ 1 am,” ſaid the Cas 
$ valier, „ the ſon of an honeſt notary, 
„ called Martin Moralez.” — © Upon 
e my faith!” cried my comrade, with, 
emotion, „the adventure is extremely 
be ſingular : you are then my eldeſt bro- 
« ther, Manuel Moralez.”—* The very 
« ſame,” ſail the other; © and you are, 
% ſuppoſe, my younger brother, Lewis 
«© whom J left in tlie cradle, when 
e quitted my father's houſe ?. That 
«is my name, indeed !“ replied my 
* comrade. Upon which they both got 


- 


* 


ol 


* 


© up, and embraced dne another wit 


* ſaid to the company 


h 


great affection. Then Signior Manuel 
Gentlemen, 
„ this event is altogether marvellous! , 
« have, by accident, met and diſco- 
« yered a brother, whom I have not 
„ ſeen theſe twenty, years and more: 
te allow me to preſent him to the com- 
4% pany.” All the cavaliers, who kept 
* themſelves ſtanding out of complai- 
* ſance, ſaluted the young Moralez, and 
© loaded him with careſſes. Afterwards, 
* we ſat down again at table, where we 

J remained all night, without going t 


"Y 
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© bed ; the two brothers ſitting by one T7 kinds of amuſements, to,paſs.the time 


© another, and converſing by themſelves 
© about their family, wh 
« gueſts drank and made merry. 

© Lewis, after a long converſation, 
with Manuel, taking me alide, ſaid, 
« All theſe cavaliers are domeſticks of 
de the Count de Montanos, whom the. 
« king has lately named for viceroy of, 
$* Majorca. They are conducting their, 
<< maſter's equipage to Alicant, where, 
« they are to embark. My brother, 
« who is become ſteward to that noble-, 
46 man, has.propoſed to carry me along. 
« with him; and, on account of the. 
6 reluctance, lexprefled in leaving you, 
6 told me, that if you would accompany, 
„us, he would procure for you a good 
< employment. Dear friend, added he, 
„J adviſe thee not to difdain the offer; 
let us go together to the iſland of 
«« Majorca: if we find it agreeable, we 
« will ſtay there; and if we ſhall be diſ- 
c pleaſed with our ſituation, we will re- 
& turn to Spain.” 

« I willingly embraced the, propoſal ; 
* young Moralez and I joined the count's 
s officers, and ſet out with them from 
«© the inn before day. Having, by long 
* marches, gained the city of Alicant, I 
© bought a guittar, and took off a hand- 
'* ſome ſuit of cloaths, before our em- 
- © barkation, thinking of nothing but the, 
„ iſland of Majorca; and Lewis Mora- 
* lez was in the ſame ſituation, We. 
© ſeemed to have renounced ſharping 

« altogether. To tell you, the truth, 


© we had a mind to paſs for perſops of 


« hogour, among the cavaliers in whoſe, 
company we were; and that kept a, 
check upon our 2 At laſt we 
© went merrily on board, flattering our- 
« ſelves with the hopes of being at Ma- 
« jorca in a very little time; but ſcarce, 
© had we cleared the Gulph of Alicant, 
« whena terrible tempeſt aroſe. I might, 
* in, this place of my relation, take an 
opportunity to make a fine deſcription, 
«* of the ſtorm; to paint the air all on 
« fire, to make the thunder roar, the, 
« winds whiſtle, the mountain billows 
© roll, &. But all theſe flowers of rhe- 
*. torick apart, I aſſure yqu, the huzri- 
cane was violent, and , obliged us to, 
bear away for the. point ot the ifland. 
* of Cabrera, a gdelart iſle, in which, 
there is a little fort, at that time gar: 
* riſoned by an officer and five or ix , 
* ſoldiers,, who, gave us a very hotpita- 
© ble, reception. | 

© Ag we were obliged to ſtay there 
* ſevera] days, in order to repair our 


* agreeably. ' Each followed his, own 


ile the ather, [! © inclination : ſome played at. primero, 


* others ſought different, diverhans, and 
©1 went to walk through the ' iſland, 
| * by thoſe who loved ſuch 
© exerciſe;- We ſkipt tram rack to rock; 
for the ground was, very. uneven, full 
© of ſtanes,, and very deficient. in good 
© ſoil, One day, while we conſidered 
« theſe, parched, withered places, and 
j* admired, the, caprice of Nature, that 
© ſhews herſelf fruitftul'or barren as ſhe 
© plealgs, our noſes. were invaded, all of 
a a ſudden, with a moſt agreeable ſmell. 
We irpmediately turned tothecaſtward, 


from whence that odour. came, and 


perceived, with aſtoniſhment, among 
the rocks, a large, round, 2 ſpot, 
*© {ſurrounded with honey- ſuckles, even 
more beautiful and ſweet. ſcented than 
'© thole that grow in Andaluſia, We ap- 
« proached, with pleaſure, thoſe charm-. 
ing ſhrubs, which pertumed the. air all 
round, and found that they bordered 
upon the entry of a very deep cavern, 
„ which, being large and light, we de- 
* ſcended to the bottom of it, turnin 
© by ſteps of ſtone, the ends. of e 
« were adorned with flowers, the whole 
© forming, a natural winding ſtair-caſe. 
When we had got downy we ſaw ſeve- 
ral little.rills of water, which derived 
their ſources from drops that inceſ- 
„ ſantly diſtilled from the rocks within, 
* creeping along ſand more yellow than 
gold, and. loting, themſelves in, the 
4 earth, The water ſec med ſo pure, that 
« we were tempted to drink, and found 
© it ſo freſh, that we reſolved to return 
next day to the ſame, place, with ſome 
bottles of, wine, perſuaded that we 
* ſhould empty them with vaſt pleaſure, 
© It, was with regret we :quitted ſuch» 
an agreeable, place; and when we went - 
© back to the my we did not fail to 
« baaſt of our diſcovery: but the com- 
£ mandant cautioned us, as à friend, 
© againſt returning to the cavern, with 
£ which: we were ſo much charmed. 
« For what?” ſaid] to him: Is there 
«© any thing to fear?“ —“ Yes, without 
* doubt,” he replied ; “the corſairs of 
% Algiers and Tripoli ſometimes land 
{© og this iſle, to water at thatiſpring gs - 
& and one day ſurprized two ſoldiers of 
* my garriſon, whom they made ſlaves.” : 
© It was in vain for the officer to tell us 
this with a very ſerious air; he could 
not perſuade us, for we believed that 


© he jeſted: and next day I returned to 


* the cavern, with three more of my 


fails and tackle, we invented different 


companions, without providing gur 
BY '« ſelyes 
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© ſelves with fire-arms, to ſhew that we 


* dreaded nothing. Young Moralez 
would not be of the party chuſing ra- 


« ther to ſtay with his brother, and play 


in the fort. 
* Having deſcended, as the day be- 


© fore, to the bottom of the cave, we | 
© cooled ſome bottles of wine that we 


© had brought along with us, in the 
« rivulets : and while we drank them 
« deliciouſly, playing on the guitttar, 
© and converſing pleaſantly together, we 
* ſaw ſeveral men appear at the mouth 
© of the cavern above, with large whiſk- 
© ers, turbans, and Turkiſh dreſs. We 
© imagined that it was a part of the 
© count's domeſticks, with the com- 
© mandant of the fort, who had thus dif- 
© guiſed themſelves, in order to frighten 
us; and, prepoſſeſſed with this fancy, 
© began to laugh, letting no leſs than ten 
© of them come down, without think- 
c ing of defending ourſelves. We were, 
© however, ſoon undeceived in a melan- 
© choly manner, and convinced that it 
© was a corſair, who came with his 
people to carry vs off. Surrender, 
« you dogs,” he cried, in the Caſtilian 
tongue, or you, ſhall all be put to 
* the ſword!” At the ſame time, his 
* followers preſented their carbines to 
* us, and we ſhould have undergone a 
© fine diſcharge, had we made the leaſt 
* reſiſtance, We preferred flavery to 


* death, and gave our ſwords to the E 
ed 


rate; who ordered us to be loa 

© with chains, and conducted to his veſ- 
* ſel, which was not far off: then ſetting 
« ſail, he ſteered with a fair wind to- 
* wards Algiers. 

In this manner were we puniſhed 
© for neglecting the caution of the officer 
© of the garriſon, The firſt thing that 
© the corſair did, was to rifle us of all 
the money we had. What a fine wind- 


« fal for him! the two hundred piſtoles 


© taken from the young citizens of Pla- 
* centia, the hundred which Moralez 


© had received from Jerome de Moya- 


das, and which unluckily I had about 
© me, were all ſweyt away without mer- 
*cy. My companions had all their 
«* purſes well furniſhed. In ſhort, it was 
© an excellent prize. The pirate was 
« rejoiced at his good luck; and the 


© raſcal, not ſatisfied with the plunder, | 


© inſulted us with his raillery, which we 
© did not feel half ſo much as the neceſ- 
« fity that compelled us to bear it. Af. 
ter a thouſand jokes, he ordered the 


| © bottles of wine which we had cooled 
d at the fountain, and which his people 
had taken care to ſeize, to be brought 
* to him, and began to empty them with 
| © his crew, drinking to our health by 
© way of derifion. | 
During this conjuncture, the coun- 
* tenances of my comrades expreſſed the 
pain they felt; and their ſlavery mor- 
© tied them the more, becauſe they 
© had formed the moſt delightful idea of 
* their voyage to the iſland of Majorca, 
where they had laid their account with 
© leading a moſt delicious life. As for 
* me, I had fortitude enough to project 
fa 2 of conduct for myſelf; and, leſs. 
* afraid than my fellows, entered into 
* converſation with the railer, and even 
* returned his jokes with a good grace. 
© Pleaſed with my behaviour, « Young 
«© man,” ſaid he, **I like thy diſpoſition; 
„ for, in the main, inſtead of Gghing 
„and groaning, it is better for one to 
arm himſelf with patience, and fail. 
«© with the ſtream! Play to us a ſmall 
air,“ added he, obſerving that I had 
© a4 yuittar ; “ let us ſee what thou canſt 
„do.“ I obeyed him as ſoon as he had 
* ordered my arms to be unchained, agd 
© began to thrum upon my guittar in 
* fuch a manner as acquired his applauſe. 
© 1 had, indeed, learned under the beſt 
* maſter in Madrid, and played on that, 
© inſtrument pretty well. 1 ſung like 
* wiſe, and my voice gave no leſs ſatis- 
© faction, All the Turks in the veſfel ex- 
© preſſed the pleaſure they felt in hear- 
ing me, by geſtures of admiration : a 
© circumſtance from which I concluded, 
* that their taſte for muſick was not ex- 
© tremely delicate. The pirate whiſper- 
«ed io me, that I ſhould not be an un- 
happy flave; and that one of my ta- 
© lents might depend upon an employ- 
| * ment that would make my captivity 
very ſupportable. ſ 
* I felt ſome joys at theſe words; 
© but, flattering: as they were, I had 
© abundanee of uneaſineſs on the ſcore 
« of this occupation, with the promiſe 
* of which the corſair regaled me. 
When we arrived at the port of Al- 
« giers ®, we ſaw a great number of 
« people aſſembled to receive us; who, 
© as ſoon as we were landed, ſhouted. 
© with joy: beſides, the air reſgunded 
« with the confuſed noiſe of trumpets, 
© Moreſco flutes, and other inſtruments, 
© uſed in that country, which formed a 


* ſymphony more loud than agreeable. 


* Algiers, the capital of the kingdom of the ſame dame, is a city on the coalt of Barhary, , 


poſſefſed by the Moors, 


1. 
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* The cauſe of theſe rejoicings was, a 
* falſe report which had ſpread through 
© the city, importing, that the renegado 
« Mehemet, (this was our pirate's name) 
© had periſhed, in attacking a large Ge- 
© noecſe veſſel: ſo that all his friends, in- 
* formed of his return, were eager in 
« their expreſſions of Joy | 

We had no ſooner ſet foot on ſhore, 


©than I and my companions were con- 


* ducted to the palace of Dey Solyman, 
« where a Chriſtian ſecretary, examining 
© ts one by one, aſked our names, ages, 
* country, religion, and qualifications. 

Then Mehemet, ſhewing me to the 
© dey, extolled my voice, and aſſuxed 
© him, that I played raviſhingly on the 
© guittar. This was enough to deter- 
© mine Solyman to chaſe me for his own 
© ſervice : accordingly, I was detained 
© in his ſeraglio, while the other captives 
were led into a public place, and ſold, 
according to cuftom. What Mehemet 
© had foretold to me in the veſſel, came 
* topaſs, My condition was very happy; 
* far from being abandoned to gaolers, 
or employed in laborious work, I was, 
© by order of Solyman, diſpoſed of in a 
particular place, with five or fix ſlaves 
© of quality, who expected every moment 
to be redeemed, and whoſe taſks were 
far from being painful. My buſineſs 
© was to Water the orange trees and flow. 
ers in the garden, and I could not 
© have been favoured with a more agree- 
© able occupation. 

« Solyman was a man about forty years 
t of age; well ſhaped ; very polite; and, 
for a Turk, mighty gallant. His chief 
favourite was a Cachemirian woman , 
« who, by her underſtanding and beau- 
* ty, had acquired an abſolute dominion 
over him. He loved her even to ado- 
* ration, and treated her every day with 
© ſome entertainment or other; ſome- 
© times with a concert of vocal and in- 
ſtrumental muſick, and ſometimes with 
© a comedy in the Turkiſh taſte; that is 
to ſay, a dramatick poem, in which 
6 modeſty and decorum were as little re- 
garded as the rules of Ariſtotle, The 
favourite, whoſe name was Farrukh- 
© naz, was paſſionately fond of theſe di- 
© verſions, and even made her women 
© ſometimes repreſent Arabian pieces 
before the dey; wherein ſhe herſelf 
played a part, and charmed all the 
© ſpectators by the grace and viyagity of 
© her action. I being one day among 
the muſicians, at a repreſentation ot 


© tween the acts. 


— ——— 
this kind, Solyman ordered me to play 
© upon the guittar, and ſing alone be- 


© tune to pleaſe, was very much ap- 


© plauded, and the favourite ſeemed to 


look upon me with a favourable eye. 

The very next day, while I was bu- 
* fied in watering the orange - trees, in 
the garden, an eunuch paſling by me, 
* without ſtopping or ſpeaking one word, 
* dropped a billet at my feet: I took it 
© up in a confuſion made up of fear and 
joy. I lay down upon the ground, 
© that I might not be ſeen from the win- 
* dows of the ſeraglio: and, concealing 
* myſelf behind the boxes in which the 
* orange-trees were planted, opened the 
© letter, in which I found a pretty valu- 


© able diamond, and theſe words in good 
« Caſtilian. 


« YOUNG Chriſtian, thank Heaven 
for thy captivity. Love and fortune 
„will make thee happy: love, if thou 
© art ſenſible to the charms of a beauti- 
« ful woman; and fortune, if thou haſt 


{© courage to deſpiſe the greateſt danger.“ 


© I did not in the leaſt doubt that the 
© letter came from the favourite Sultana ; 
* the = and diamond perſuaded me 
that ſhe muſt have been the author. 
* Beſides that I am not naturally very 
* timorous, the vanity of being in the 
good graces of a grand ſignior's mit- 
* treſs; and, more than that, the hope 


[of getting from her four times as much 


money as would be neceſſary for m 

* ranſom, made me form: the deſign of 
* atchieving that adventure, whatever 
* dangers might attend it. I continued 
* my work, muling upon the means of 
* entering the apartme.:t of Farrukhnaz, 
* or rather expecting that ſhe would pave 
the way; for I concluded that ſhe 
would not ſtop here, but at leaſt be at 
© more than halt the trouble. 


I had the good for. 


* 


I was not 


* miſtaken: the ſame eunuch that paſſed 


me before, repaſſed an hour after, and 
© ſaid, ©** Chriſtian, haſt thou conſidered ; 
and wilt thou have the boldneſs to 
« follow me?” J anſwered, Ves.“ He 
© replied, © Very well: Heaven preſerve 
* thee! Thou ſhalt ſee me again to- 
te morrow morning.” So ſaying, he re- 
* tired, Next day he appeared accord - 
© ingly, about eight in the morning, and 
© beckoned me to him. I obeyed the 
* fignal, and he conducted me into a 
* hall, where there was a large piece of 
linen, which another eunuch and he 


+ Cachemire, is a country under the dominion of the Great Mogul, and remarkable far the 


beauty and wit of it's women. 


© had 
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© had brought thither, and which they 1| '© he underſtood ſeveral Amen ene ig 


were to curry to the Sultana, for the 
« decoration of an Arabian piece, that 
* the was preparing for the entertain - 
ment of the dey. 

The two eunuchs, having ſpread out 
© the cloth, laid me along within it ; 
and, ut the hazard of my being fuffo. 
* cated, rolled it up again with me in 
© the middle; then, each taking one end 
of it, carried me thus, unqueſtioned, 
© into the bed-chamber of the fair Ca- 
© chemirian, who had nobody with her 
* but an ofd ſlave devoted to her plea- 
* (fare. When the two unrolled the 
cloth, Farrukhnaz, at fight of me, 
* broke out into tranſports of joy, that 
© well diſcovered the genius of women in 


that country. Bold as I naturally i . 


© I could not ſee myſelf tranſported, al 

© of a ſudden, into the ſecret apartment 
© of the women, without being ſeized 
© with fear. The lady eaſily perceived 
© it; and, in order to diſſipate my appre- 
© henſfion, ſaid, « Young man, tear ho- 
« thing : Solymaa is gone to his coun- 
2 where he will remain all 
* day, ſo that we may converſe together 
« freely.” 


* Encouraged by theſe words, I aſ- 


* ſumed a look that redoubled the fa- 
- © yourite's joy. „1 am pleafed with 
« your perſon,” faid ſhe ; “und intend 


« to ſoften the rigour of your flavery : | 


believe you worthy of the ſentiments 
* I have conceived for you; for though 
« you are in the dreſs of a ſlave, you 
« have a noble and gallant air, that 


« ſhews you are not of the Tulgar. Speak 


« freely, and tell me who you are. 1 
& know that captives of a noble birth 
« diſguiſe their rank, that they may be 
* redeemed at an caſier rate; but you 
« have no occaſion to behave” in that 
« manner with me, I ſhould even be 
« affronted at ſuch a precaution, ſince 1 
6 promiſe to ſet you at liberty. Be ſin- 
„ cere, therefore, and confeſs that you 
© area young man of a good family.””— 
% Truly, Madam,” I replied, “it would 


« be ingratitude in me to repay your ge- 


« nerolity with diſſimulation ; and ſince 
„ you abſolutely charge me to reveal 
% my quality, you muſt be ſatisfied. I 
ct am the ſon of a Spaniſh grandee.” 
Perhaps I ſpoke truth; at leaſt, the ſul- 
« tana believed it; and, pleaſed that ſhe 
© had thrown her eyes upon a gentle- 
man of importance, aſſured me that it 
© ſhould not be her fault if we did not 
© fee one another often in private. We 
© had a pretty long converſation, and [ 


never ſaw a more engaging woman: 


— 


— 


'© cially the 'Caſtitian, wh 


pretty well. When ſhe judged it time 
for us t 4 I went, by her order, 
© into #n 'ofier baſket, covered with a 
© flowered filk, the work of her own 


hand. " Then the two flaves, who 


© brought me in, were called, and car- 
* ried me out as a preſent from the fa- 
© yourite to the dey: a thing ſacred 
from all the men who are intruſted 
with the guard of the women. 

« Farrukhnaz and I found other means 
© of ſeeing one another; and that amia- 
© ble captive inſpired me with almoſt as 
© much loye for her as ſhe entertained 
© for me. Our intelligence remained 
* ſecret during two months; although 
© it is very difficuſt in a ſeraglio to con- 
© ceal the myſteries of love ſo long from 
*the Argus's that watch it, But an 
* unlacky accident diſconcerted our 
© (mall affairs, and my fortune was en- 
* tirely changed. One day, when I had 
been introduced to the ſultana, in the 
© body of an artificial dragon, that was 
made for a ſhow, and was converſi 
* with her, Solyman, who J loaned 
* was buſied in the country, interrupted 
© us, and entered fo haſtily into the 
© apartment of his favourite, that the 
© old ſlave had ſcarce time to advertiſe 
© us of his arrival; conſequently, I had 
© no leiſute to conceal myſelf, and there- 
fore was the firſt obje that preſented 
© itſelf to the view of the dey. 

© He ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the ſight of 
me, and his eyes kindled with fury. 
© I looked upon myſelf as one that 
© touched his laſt moments, and already 
« (magined myſelf under the torture. 
* As for Farrukhnaz, I perceived that 
© ſhe was terrified indeed; but inſtead 
* of owning her crime, and aſking par- 
© don, ſhe ſaid to Solyman, ** Signior, 
ce before you pronounce my ſentence, 
« deign to hear my defence: appear- 
« ances, doubtleſs, condemn me, and I 
« ſeem to have committed a piece of 


e treaſon worthy of the moſt horrible 


s chaſtifement. I have brought this 
« young Captive hither; and in order to 
* introduce him into my apartment, 
© haye uſed the ſame artifice which I 
«wou!d have employed if I bad enter- 
e tained a violent paſſion for him. 
« Neyertheleſs, I take our holy prophet 


to witnels, that, notwithſtanding this 


« conduCtt, I am not unfaithful. I had. 
« a mindT6 converſe with this Chriſtian 
„ {lave, in order to detach him from 
« his fect, and engage him, to follow 
« that of the believers, I have found | 

* ju 
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« in him ſuch a reſiſtance as I expected ; 
« but, however, I have conquered his 


| 


« prejudice, and he has promiſed to 


© embrace Mahometaniſm.” 
I own, I ought: to have contradicted 

the favourite, without any regard to 

£ the dangerous conjuncture in which 

« was: but being in the utmoſt dejecti 

of ſpirit, affected with the danger in 

« which I ſaw a woman whom I loved, 


© and waning for myſelf, 1 remained 


© ſpeechleſs and confuſed : I could not 
© utter one word; and the dey, per- 
£ ſuaded by my ſilence that his miſtreſs 
« ſaid nothing but the truth, was ap- 
« peaſed. ** Madam,” faid he, “ I am 
« willing to believe that you have not 
« injured me, and that a deſire of doing 
« a thing agreeable to the prophet, has 
« engaged you to hazard ſuch a delicate 
% action. 
« therefore, provided that this captive 
6 takes the turban immediately.“ He 
« ſent for a Marabou “ that inſtant, 1 
« was cloathed with a Turkiſh dreſs, and 
did all that was required, without hav- 
© ing power to refiſt : or rather, I was 
ignorant of what I did, ſo much were 
my ſenſes diſordered. How many 
* Chriſtians are there, who would have 
© been as baſe as I was, on ſuch an oc» 
© cafſion ! 

After the ceremony, I quitted the 
© ſeraglio, under the name of Sidy 
* Hah, to exerciſe a ſmall employment 
* beſtowed upon me by Solyman.” 1 
never ſaw the Sultana again; but one 
© of her eunuchs coming to me one day, 
brought from her a preſent of jewels 
« worth two thouſand ſultanins of gold, 
« with a billet, in which the lady aſſured 
© me, that ſhe would never forget my 
« generous complaiſance, in ſuffering 
* myſelf to be made a Mahometan, in 
order to ſave her life. Truly, beſides 
* the preſents I received from Farrukh- 
© naz, 1 obtained, through her canal, an 


employment more conſiderable than 
« the firſt, and in leſs than ſeven years, 
became one of the richeſt renegadoes 


© in the city of Algiers. 

« You may well believe, that if I af- 
© ſiſted at the prayers which the muſſul- 
men put up in their moſques, and ful- 
filled the other duties of their religion, 
it was only out of pure grimace. I 
© preſerved a determined reſolution to 
£ re-enter into the boſom of the church; 


Land for that purpoſe, to wighdraw one 


day into Spain or Italy, with the] muſſulman: what horrid profanationl 
 - Marabout, are Mahometan priefls. *©©& -' 

i 1 The cadi, ia the civil magiſtrate is every cown Turkey, 7 
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I forgive your imprudence, 


| 


- 


* riches — — amaſs. 
mean time, ived very agreeabl 

* was lodged in a fine houſe, had — 
* gardens, a great number of flaves, and 
very handſome women in my ſeraglio. 
© Though the uſe of wine is forbid in 
that country to Mahometans, they 


don't fail, for the moſt part, to drink 


*it in private, As for my own part, I 
dran 
© all renegadoes do. I remember I had 
© two companions with whom I often 
* committed a debauch within the night. 
One was a Jew, the other an Arabian, 
© and both, as I imagined, honeſt men 
© ſo that 1 lived with them in the great- 
© eſt familiarity. . One evening, I in- 
© vited them to ſupper, and a dog, of 
* which | was paſſionately fond, having 
died that day, we. bathed his body, 
and buried it with all the ceremon 
© that is obſerved at the funeral of the 
«* Mahometans. In ſo doing, we had 
© no intention to ridicule the muſſul- 
© man religion; but only to amuſe our- 
« ſelves, and + fooliſh whim that 
* ſeized us in the middle of ourdebauch, 
to render the laſt duties to my dog. 
* This action, however, had well 

* nigh ruined me. 
came to my houſe, and ſaid, © Signior 
2 Sidy Hali, I am come hither on an 
© im 

to ſpeak with you; take the trouble, 
« if you pleaſe, to go to his houſe im 
„% mediately: an Arabian merchant, 
*« who 1 with you laft night, has 
informed him of a certain impiety 
„% committed by . with regard to a 
dog which you bud. For this rea- 
*« fon I ſummon you, appear this day 
* before that judge, ot iſe I give 
« you notice that you will be proceeded 
te againſt in a criminal manner.” 80 
« laying, he went away, leaving me 
£ thunder-ſtruck with this citation. The 
* Arabian had no cauſe to complain of 
© me, and I could not comprehend the 


© traitor's reaſon for playing me this 


trick. Nevertheleſs, the thing was 
© not to be neglected. I knew the cadi 
© was a man ſevere in appearance, but 
© not at all ſcrupulous at bottom; ſo 1 
© put two hundred ſultanins of gold in 
© my purſe, and repaired to his houſe, 
© He carried me into his cloſet, and 
« faid, with a ſtern look, © You are an 
© ;mpious, ſacrilegious, and abominable 
© man! you have interred a dog like a 


31 
In the 


it without ceremony, as almoſt « 


—— 
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Next day, a man 


portant affair. The cadi t wants 
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* Is it thus, then, vou regard our moſt 
« ſacred ceremonies? and did you be- 
% come a Mahometan only to make a 
«« zeſt of our worſhip ?—** Mr. Cadi,” 
© I replied, “the Arabian who has made 
« ſuch a malicious report of me, that 
« falſe friend, is an accomplice of my 
«© erime—if it be a crime to grant the 
* honours of burial to a faithful domel- 
* tick; an animal that poſſeſſed a thon- 
* ſand good qualities. He loved people 
« of merit and diſtinction ſo much, that 
« even in his laſt moments, as a teſti. 
% mony of his regard, he has left them 
« his whole fortune, by a will of which 
« [ am the ſole executor. He bequeaths 
* twenty crowns to one, thirty to ano- 
« ther, and, Sir, he has not forgot 
*« you ;” added 1, taking out my purſe ; 
* here are two hundred ſultanins of 
„gold which he charged me to give 
« you.” The cadi, loſing his gravity 
© at this diſcourſe, could not help 
laughing; and, as we were alone, 
" took the purſe without ceremony, 
© {ayving, while he diſmiſſed me. Go, | 
« Sjignior Sidy Hah ; you have done 
« well, to inter a dog who had ſo nuch 
* conſideration for perſons of worth!“ 

« By theſe means I extricated myſelf 
© ont of this affair; which, 1t it did not 
make me more wife, rendered me at | 
© leaſt more circumſpect for the future. 
Ino lonzer drank with the Arabian, 
* nor even with the Jew ; but chofe for 
* a companion at my cups, a young 
* gentleman of Leghorn called Azarini, 
* who was my own flave. I was not 
© ike the reſt of the renegadoes, who 
© are more crue}*FChrittian flaves than 
© the Turks the hſelves; all my cap- 
* tives waited very patiently for their 
* redemption; and indeed 1 treated | 
them fo gently, that ſometimes they 
* told me, they were more afraid of 
© changing their maſter than defirous of 
* liberty, whatever charms it has for 
people iu a ſtate of bondage. 

One day the dey's veſſels returned 
*vih conſiderable prizes, bringing in 
* more than a hundred flaves of both 
« ſexes, whom they had taken on the 
* coalts of Spain. Solyman kept but a 
© very ſmall number, and the reſt were 
« expoſed to ſale: I arrived in the mar- 


© ket-place, and bought a Spaniſh girl 


* about ten or twelve years old, who 
© wept bitterly, and ſeemed in deſpair. 
© ] was furprized to ſee one of her age 
* ſo ſenſible of captivity; and bid her, 
* in Caſtilian, moderate her affliction, 
« alluring her that ſhe had fallen into 
* the hands of a maſter who did not 


TORY AND 


| 
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want humanity, though he wore a tur- 
ban. The young creature, whoſe mind 
* was ſtill engroſſed by her forrow, did 
* not hear what I ſaid: ſhe did nothin 
© but ſob, complain of her fate, — 
from time to time cry with a piteous 
© accent, „O my mother! why are we 
* ſeparated? I ſhould have patience 
*« were we together!“ In pronouncing 
* theſe words, ſhe turned her eyes to- 
* wards a woman between forty and fifty 
* years of age, who ſtood a few paces 
© from her, and with a downcaſt look 
* waited in ſullen ſilence until ſomebody 
* ſhould purchaſe her. 1 aſked the 
* young girl, if the perſon ſhe looked at 
was her mother.“ Yes, alas! Signior,” 
* ſhe replied; © in the name of God do 
* not part us!“ —““ Well, my child,” 
*faid 1.“ if it is neceffary for your 
** conſolation that you ſhould be toge - 
ther, you ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied.” At 
the ſame time, I approached the mo- 
© ther, in order to bid for her: but 1 
© no ſooner beheld her face, than I re. 
* collected, with all the emotion you can 
© imagine, the features, the individual 
© conntenance of Lucinda. Juſt Hea- 
« ven!” faid 1 to myſelf; “it is my 
« own' mother! 'tis, doubtleſs, ſhe 
« herſelf !“ As for her, whether the 
* deep affliction occaſioned by her mif. 
© fortunes made all the objects that ſur- 
* rounded her appear as enemies; or 
that my dreſs diſguiſed me; or rather, 
F that I was much altered in twelve 
« years, "during which the had not ſeen 
© me, I know not, but fhe did not at all 
© remember me. 

Having bought her alſo, I carried 
© them both to my houſe; where, de- 
* ſigning to give them the pleaſure of 
5 knowing who I was, “ Madam,” ſaid 

© 1 to Lucinda, “ is it poſſible that my 
« features do not ſtrike you? Have my 
« whiſkers and turban diſguiſed me fo 
© much, that you do not know your ſon 
«© Raphael?“ My mother, ſtarting at 
* thefe words, conſidered my counte- 
* nance, recollected me, and we embra- 
*ced one another with great tenderneſs, 
©1 then embraced her daughter, whe 
© perhaps knew no more of having a 
6 — than I of having a fiſter. 
© Conftels,” ſaid I to my mother, “that 
{© in all your theatrical pieces, you have 
4% not a recognition ſo original as this.“ 
« —«« Son, anſwered ſhe ſighing; „1 
© was at firſt rejoiced to ſee you again, 
„ but now my joy is converted into 
„grief! In what a ſituation do I find 
« yon ! My ſhvery gives me a thouſand 


19 times leſs pain than that odious 


2 « dreſs |” 


* 
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4 dreſs !!'—* In good faith! Madam,“ 
« (aid 1, interrupting her with a laugh 
« 1 admire your delicacy, which, to be 
« ſure, is very commendable in an act- 
« reſs! Why, good God! mother, you 
«« muſt be AM. altered, if my meta- 
«© morphoſis offends you ſo much ! in- 
« ſtead of finding fault with my turban, 
« look upon me rather as an actor who 
« plays the part of a Turk upon the 
5 84 : though I am a renegado, Iam 
«© no more a muſſulman gow than when 
« J was in Spain; and at bottom I feel 
« myſelf ſtill attached to my religion: 
« when you ſhall know the adventures 
« that have happened to nie in this 
% country, you will excuſe my con- 
6% duct. Love was my crime; and 1 
« ſacrifice to that deity. I am ſome- 
4% what of your diſpoſition, I aflure you! 
« There is ſtill another reaſon,” added 
I, ** which ought to moderate your diſ- 
4% pleaſure in ſeeing me thus ſituated, 
hy You expected to ſuffer in Algiers a 
« rigorous Captivity; and you find in 
« your maſter, a ſon, tender, reſpecttul, 
« and rich enough to maintain you here 
4% jn abundance, until we can lay hold 
« of an occaſion of returning certainly 
into Spain. So that you muſt allow, 
« that proverb to be true, which ſays, 
% It is an ill wind that blows nobody 

„ good.“ 

+ Son,” ſaid Lucinda to me, ** ſince 
« you deſign to repaſs one day into 
« your own country, and there abjure 
« the religion of Mahomet, I am 
« comforted. Thank Heaven!“ con- 
* tinued the, “ that I ſhall be able to 
« carry back your ſiſter Beatrice, ſafe 
« and found into Caſtile,”?—* Yes, 
« Madam,“ cried I, “you ſhall have 
44 jt in your power; we will go all three 
« together as hon as poſſible, and re- 
join the reſt of our family; for I ſup- 
„ poſe you have more marks of your 
« fruitfulneſs in Spain.”—** No,” ſaid 
« my mother; * I have no other child- 
« ren than you two, and you mult know 
« that Beatrice is the fruit of lawiul 
« wedlock. ““ Why,” I reſmned, 
« did you give my little ſiſter that ad- 
« vantage over me: How could you 
« reſolve to marry ? 1 have heard you 
« ſay an hundred times, during my 
« childhood, that you could not for- 
« give a handſome woman for taking a 
4% huſband.”—* Every ſeaſon has it's rea- 
« n, my ſon,” ſhe replied ; „men of 
© the moſt firm reſolution are apt to 
„ change; and would you have a wo- 
« man be more conftant !—1 will,” ad- 


© ded ſhe, ** recount my hiſtory after 


# 


«you left Madrid.” Then ſhe made 
© the following narration ; which, as 


dit is curious, I will favour you with. 


« If you remember it,” ſaid my mo- 
© ther, „you quitted young Leganez 
„% about thirty years ago: at that time 
„ the Duke ot Medina Celi told me, 
„that he would come and ſup with me 
in private one evening: he appointed 
„the day; when I waited for that 
„% nobleman, who came accordingly, 
* and 1 had the good fortune to pleaſe 
„him. He demanded the facriftice of 
6 all the rivals he might have: I grant- 
« ed his requeſt, in hopes of being well 
6 — for my condeſcenſion; and my 
„hopes were not diſappointed ; for, 
« the very next day, I received from 
„ him conſiderable preſents, which 
« were followed by many more, during 


„the courſe of our correſpondence, 


4 was afraid that I ſhould not be able 


„ to detain a man of ſuch high rank a ' 


„long time in my fetters; and this I 
** dreaded the more, becauſe I very 
„well knew that he had eſcaped from 
„ celebrated beauties, whole chains he 
« had broke almoſt as ſoon as he had 
« bore them. Nevertheleſs, far from 
« being every day leis and leſs pleaſed 
« with my tavours, his raptures ſcemed 
„rather to increale: in thort, I had 
„the art to amuſe him, and hinder his 
* heart, naturally inconſtaat, from 
„giving way to it's uſual levity. 

He had been attached to me already 
t three months, and I had room to flat 
« ter myſelf that his, paſſion would be 
* of long duration; when one of my 
« the-friends and 1 went to an aſſembly, 
« where he happened to be with his 
« qutcheſs, in order to hear a concert 
« of vocal and inſtrumental muwlick, 
„We chancetl to place onrielves pretty 


** near the dutcheſs, who was pleaſed 


to take it amils that I ſhould preſume 
© ty appear in a place where the was, 
« and ſent a meſſage to me, by one of 
„her women, deliring that I wonld 
„immediately withdraw. I returned 
« an inſolent anſwer ; which incenſed 
„the dutchefs ſo much, that ſhe com- 
« plained of it to her huſband, he 
« came to me in perſon, and ſaid, 
„% Retire, Lucinda; though noblemen 
«ot my rank attach themſelves to ſuch 
„little creatures as you, they mult 
« not forget themſelves altogether : if 
«© we love you more than our wives, 
We honour our wives more than you; 
* and as often as you have the inſo- 
« lence to put yourſelves in competition 


44 with them, you will always have the 


Us % niortili. 


* 
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* mortification to be treated with in- 
« dignity.” ; 

« Luckily. for me, the duke ſpoke this 
in a tone of voice ſo low, that not one 
« word was overheard by the people 
* around us. I withdrew, covered with 
«© thame, and wept with vexation for 
« the affront I had received. To crown 
«© my confuſion, the actors and actreſſes 
« got notice of the adventure that very 
evening: one wonid think theſe peo- 
ple entertain a demon, who delights 
in reporting to one whatever happens 
« to another. If an acter, for example, 
« is guiity of ſome extravagant action 
*« in a debauch, or an actreſs enters 
4% into articles with a rich gallant, the 
% company is immediately informed of 
the circumſtances. All my comrades, 
« therefore, knew what happened at the 
% concert; and God knows how they 
te rejoiced at = expence ! A ſpirit of 
« charity, which reigns among them, 
« aſually manifeſts itlelf on theſe occa- 
© lions. I put myſelf, however, above 
ce their tittle-tattle, and conſoled my- 
« ſelf for the loſs of the Duke de Me- 
« dina Celi; for he viſited me no more, 
« and I learned a few days after, that 
«© Carthuſian nun had made a con- 
« queſt of him. : 

When a lady belonging to the the- 
s atre has the good fortune to be in 
% vogue, ſhe cannot want lovers; and 
« the paſſion of a-grandee, though it 
« does not laſt above three days, greatly 
« enhances her price. I found myſelf 
« befieged with adorers, as ſoon as it 
% was known in Madrid that the duke 
« had forſaken me. Thoſe rivals whom 
© I had ſacrificed to him, more capti- 
« vated by my charms than ever, re- 
« turned in crowds, as candidates for 
« my favour; I received homage from 
« a thouſand hearts, and was never ſo 
« much in faſhion before. Of all the 
ce men who courted my graces, a fat 
German, gentleman to the Duke d'O{- 
« {una, ſeemed the moſt eager. He had 
4% not a very amiable perſon, but at- 
« tracted my attention by a thouſand 
« piſtoles, which he had amaſſed in the 
« ſervice of his maſter, and which he 
at {quandered away, in order to be deem- 
© ed worthy of being in the liſt of my 
« happy t As long as this wor- 
« thy admirer, whoſe name was Brutan- 
« dorf had money to ſpend, I gave him 
« a favourable reception; but when he 
4% was ruined, he found my door always 
4 ſhut againſt him. This proceeding of 


% mine diſpleated him, and he came to 


« ſearch for me at the theatre, during 


E the play. He found me behind the 


« ſcenes, and began to reproach me 

for my ingratitude. I laughed in his 
« face; at which he was enraged, and 
« lent me a box on the ear, like a rude 
«© German as he was: I ſhrieked aloud, 
« interrupted the repreſentation, ap- 
te peared upon the ſtage, and addreſſing 
„% myſelf to the Duke d'Oſſuna, who 
« was preſent with the dutcheſs his la- 
© dy, demanded juſtice tor the German 
© behaviour of his gentleman. The 
„ duke ordered us to go on with the 


« play, and faid he would hear the 


*« parties when we had finiſhed the 
„piece. As ſoon as it was over, I 
*« preſented myſelf, in a good deal of 
© emotion, before the duke, and figni- 
© fied my grievance in a pathetick man- 
© ner. As for the German, he employ- 
© ed but two words in his defence; he 


% ſaid, That far from repenting of what 


* he had done, he would do it again on 
« the ſame provocation. Both parties 
© being heard, the Duke d'Ofſuna ſaid 
eto my adverſary, ** Brutandorf, I diſ- 
© miſs you from my ſervice; let me 
never ſee your face again: not that I 
* mind your having ſtruck an actreſs, 
but am offended at your want of re- 


| ©* ſpect to your maſter and miſtreſs, by 


oh n to diſturb the entertain- 
«© ment in their preſence.” 

* This ſentence 1 could not. digeſt ; 
© I was mortally piqued becauſe the 
“ German had not been turned away 
«© on account of his inſolence to me; 
% imagined that ſuch an affront put 
«© upon an actreſs ought to have been 
« as ſeverely puniſhed as petty treaſon, 
«and I had laid my account with ſee- 
« ing the gentleman undergo ſome 
« terrible infliction. This diſagreeable 
« event undeceived and convinced me, 
«« that the world always makes a diſ- 
« tinction between the players and the 
© characters they repreſent. I was, for 
« this reaſon, diſguſted with the ſtage, 
© which I reſolved to abandon, and go 
„ to live at a great diſtance from Ma- 
„ drid. I accordingly choſe the city of 
« Valencia for the place of my retreat, 
and thither I repaired incognito, with 
the value of twenty thouſand ducats 
« in jewels and caſh; a fortune, as I 
„thought, ſufficient to maintain me 
„ during the reſt of my days; fince I 
* deſigned to lead a very retired. life. 
% took a ſmall houſe at Valencia, and 
© had no other domeſticks than a maid. 
„ ſervant and a page, to whom I was 
5 as little known as to the whole city. 


„ pretended ts be the widow of an 


officer 
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4 officer of the king's houſhold ; and 
«« ſaid I came to ſettle at Valencia, be- 
te cauſe it had the reputation of being 
*© one of the moſt 
% Spain. I ſaw but very little company, 
% and obſerved ſuch.a regular conduct, 
« that I was never ſuſpected of having 
* been an actreſs. In ſpite of my care, 
© however, to keep myſelt concealed, 


% I attracted the notice of a gentleman 


* who had a country-houſe near Pa- 
« terna. He was a well-made cavalier, 
« between thirty-five and forty years of 
age, but withal a nobleman very much 
« in debt; which is no t rarity in 
* the kingdom of Valencia more than 
« in other countries. 
& This Signior Hidalgo“, finding my 
« perſon to his liking, wanted to know 
4 jf I could anſwer his 1 in other 
« reſpects: for this end, he uncoupled 
„ his ſpies to make diſcoveries, and 
& had the pleaſure to learn from their 
*« report, that beſides ſome ſhare of 
„ beauty, I was a widow of good for- 
4e tune. He looked upon me, there- 
© fore, as a ſuitable match; and, in a 
4% little time, an honeſt old gentlewo- 
© man came to my houſe, and told me, 
« from him, that being equally charmed 
© with my beauty and virtue, he made 
a tender of his heart, and was ready 
& to conduct me to the altar as ſoon as 
4% would favour him with my hand. 
J aſked three days to deliberate upon 
1 his propoſal, and inform myſelf of 
„ his character; which was ſo engaging, 
© that, although I was not ignorant of 
* his ſituation, 1 eaſily determined to 
„ marry him in a ſhort time after. 
„Don Manuel de Xercia, ſo was my 
* huſband called, carried me immedi- 
«© ately to his caſtle, that had a very 
« antique air, of which he was not a 
* little vam. He pretended that one 
«« of. his anceſtors had cauſed it to be 
« built; and from thence concluded, 
„that there was not a more ancient 
„ houſe in Spain than that of Xercia. 
« But this title of nobility, fair as it 
© was, had like to have been deſtroyed 
« by time ; for the caſtle, which they 
«« were obliged to prop up in ſeveral 
CC — threatened immediate ruin. 
*« How happy, therefore, was Don Ma- 
«© nuel in marrying me ! more than half 
« of my money was employed in repa- 
* rations ; and the reſt ſerved to put us 
jn a condition of making a figure in 
* the country. Behold me then (to 


+ Hidalgo, is a Spaniſh word, Kenifying a gentleman. 
1 Afaro, in the Sraniſh language, fignifies craft or Cuani 


agreeable places in 


| 


« uſe the expreſſion) in a new world, 
changed into the nymph of a caſtie, 
« and lady of a pariſh. Here was a me- 
"7 — 4 and I was too good an 
«actreſs, not to ſupport with dignity 
{* the ſplendour with which I was in- 
« veſted by my rank. 1 aſſumed lofty 
t theatrical airs, which made the vil- 
lage conceive an high idea of my 
* birth. How merry would they have 
* been at my expence, had they known 
& the truth of the matter! The nobility 
in the neighbourhood would have be- 
« ſtowed upon me a thouſand taunts, 
and the peaſants abated a great deal 
of the reſpe& they ſhewed me. . - 

% had hved happily near fix years 
&« with Don Manuel, when he died, leave 
46 ing 
with your fiſter Beatrice, then going 
« in her fifth year. 
« was all the eſtate we had, was un- 
„ luckily engaged to ſeveral creditors, 
« the chief of whom was one Bernard 
« Aſtuto , whoſe name ſeemed very 
well adapted to his character: he 


© practiſed at Valencia the bulineſs of 


4% an attorney, which he exerciſed with 
* conſummate ſk ll, having ſtudied the 
* law in order to qualify himſelf for 
cheating with the greater dexterity. 
* What a terrible creditor he was! a 
* caſtle under the claws of ſuch an at- 
4 torney, is like a pigeon in the talons 
* of a kite. Accordingly, Signior Aſtu- 
te to, as ſoon as he was apprized of 
* the death of my huſband, did not fail 
© to beſiege the caſtle, which he would. 
„ undoubriedly have blown up, by the 
© mines that chicanery began to pre- 
** pare, had not my quad genius inter- 
** poſed, and ordered it ſo as that my 
* befieger became my ſlave. I had the 
good fortune to captivate him, during 
„an interview we had on the ſubjec 

{© of the law-ſuit. I ſpared yothing, I 
* own, to inſpire him with a paſſion 
« for me; the defire of ſaving my land 
made me practiſe upon him all thoſe 
„ languiſhing airs which had often ſuce. 
© ceeded ſo well. Notwithſtanding all 
% my art, I was afraid of being, baffled 
„ by the attorney, who was ſo ingulph- 
© ed in buſineſs, that he did not ſeem 


e ſuſceptible of an amorous impreſſion. 


« Nevertheleſs, this ſullen, aukward 
« ſcrawler, took more pleaſure in look- 
« ing at me than I imagined. ** Ma- 
« dam,” ſaid he, I know not how to 
« make love: I haye always applied to 


4% my 
% 


my affairs in great perplexity, - 


The caſtle, which 


r 
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«© my profeſſion ſo cloſely, as to neglect 
te the methods and cuſtonis of gallantry ; 
« but, however, I am not ignorant of 
the eſſential part; and, therefore, to 
*« come to the point, I aſlure you, that 
4% jf you will give me your hand, we 
* will burn the whole proceedings; 1 
« will bubble the other creditors who 
« join in the ſuit againſt you; you ſhall 
« enjoy the life-rent, and your daughter 
« the property of the land. My own 
„ jntereſt, and that of Beatrice, did not 
permit me to heſitate; I accepted the 
« propoſal, and the attorney kept his 
„ promiſe, He turned his arms againſt 
« the reſt of the creditors, and ſecured 


0 me in the poſſeſſion of my caſtle; and 


« this, perhaps, was the firſt rime of his 
© having befriended the widow and the 
« orphan. 

« I became, therefore, an attorney's 
« wife, without ceaſing to be laay of 
« the pariſh. But this new marriage 
« coſt me the eſteem of the gentry in 
« Valencia, The women of faſhion 
looked upon me as one who had de- 
generated, and therefore would not 
« viſit me: ſo that I was obliged to 
« confine myſelf to an acquaintance 
« among citizens; a circumſtance that 
„gave me ſome uneakinef(s at firſt, be- 
„ cauſe I had been for fix years ac- 
« cuſtomed to correſpond with none but 
ladies of diſtinction: but I ſoon con- 
« foled myſelf, and became acquainted 
« with the wives of a ſcrivener and two 
« attornies, whoſe characters were plea- 
« fant enough; there was ſomething 
„ ridiculous in their behaviour, that 
& diverted me very much. "Theſe ſmall 


4 gentry believed themſelves ladies of 


« {ome conſideration. “ Alas!“ ſaid 
41 ſometines to myſelf, when I ſaw 
them forget themſelves, ** this is the 
© way of the world: every one thinks 
« herſelf better than her neighbour, 1 
« imagined that actreſſes were the only 
«« peopie that did not know them- 


„ {-Ives: but 1 find that citizens wives 


© are not a whit more reaſonable, I 
« with that, by way of puniſhmeat, they 
« were obliged to keep in their houſes 
«© the pictures of their grandfathers : 
« in good faith, they would not place 
them in the moſt frequented apart- 
« ment.” 

« After having been married foyr 
« years, Signior Bernardo Aſtuto fell 
« fick, and died without children; fo 


© that, with what he had ſettled upon 


« me at our marriage, and the money 
6 J was left in pafgfeſſion of, I found 


% myſeli à rich widow, and had the 


| 


_ ing, 
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reputation of being ſo. On this re- 
«© port, a Sicthan gentleman, whoſe 
* name was Colifichini, reſolved to at- 
„ tach himſelf to me, in order to ruin 
or eſpouſe me, for he left me the 
choice. He had come from Palermo 
to ſee Spain, and after having ſatis- 
« fied his curiofity, waited (as he ſaid) 
at Valencia, for an opportunity of re- 
« paſling into Sicily. This gentleman 
«© was not more than five and twent 
„years of age, genteelly ſhaped, thoug 
„ ſmall ; in ſhort, I liked his appear- 
*«« ance. He found means to ſpeak with 
me in private, and I will frankly own, 
that I became madly.fond of him, in 
© our firſt interview. On his tide, the 
little rogue ſeemed quite captivated 
„ by my charms; and 1 believe (God 
« forgive me!) we ſhould have married 
one another immediately, had the 
« attorney's death, which was ſtill re- 
«© cent, permitted me to contract a new 
engagement ſo ſoon: but ever ſince 
© I had fallen into the taſte of matri- 
„ mony, I maintained the punctilios of 
„ decorum. 

« We agreed, therefore, to defer our 
„% marriage tor ſome time, out of de- 
„ cency : in the mean time, Colifichini 
„continued his addreſſes ; and his pal- 
« ſion, tar from abating, ſeemed to in- 
© creaſe daily. The poor young man 
© was not very well provided with caſh; - 
6 I perceived it, and he no longer want- 
„ed money: for, befides that I was al- 
© moſt twice his age, I remembered that 
© had laid the men under contribu- 
„tion in my youth, and I looked upon 
*© what 1 now did, as a reſtitution that 
„ acquitted my conſcience. We waited, 
© as penitently as we could, for the ex- 
„ piration of the time preſcribed by 
„ cuſtom for women to remain in a ſtate 
&« of widowhood ; and then went to the 
altar, where we mutually bound our- 
« ſelves in the indiſſoluble ties of wed- 
© lock: we afterwards retired to my 
„ caſtle; where, I may fay, we lived 
* two years, not ſo much like a huſ- 
4 band and wife, as two tender lovers. 
„But, alas! we were not deſtined to 
© be long happy in one another; a fatal 
« pleurily robbed me of my dear Coli- 
& fichini.“ | . 

« Here I interrupted my mother, cry- 
« How, Madam! your third 
«© huſband dead too | you mult certainly 
« be a very dangerous tenement.” — 
«© What could 1 do, fon?” anſwered 
Lucinda; “ was it in my power to 
„ prolong the days that Heaven had 


25 numbered ? If 1 have loſt three hul- 


«© bands, 


GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 


= 


=————————————— — ———————— — 


* bands, I could not help it. Two of 
them I regretted very much: he fot 
„ whom I had the leaſt regard was the 
% attorney; as I married him ont of 
4, intereſt, I eaſily conſoled myſelf for 
« his death. But,“ added ſhe, “ to re- 
« turn to Colifichini; 1 muſt tell you, 
«« that a few months after his deceaſe, 
„% having a mind to go and ſee, with my 
«« own eyes, a country-houſe near Pa- 
« lermo, which he had aſſigned to me 
« as a jointure in our contract of mar- 
„ riage, I embarked, with my daughter, 
* for Sicily; but we were taken in our 
«« paſſage, by the veſſels of the Dey of 
«« Algiers, and conducted into this city. 
% Happily for us, yon chanced to be on 
„ the ſpot where we were put up to ſale, 
« otherwiſe we might have fallen into 
«« the hands of ſome barbarous maſter, 
% who would have mal-treated us, and 
% under whom we might have paſſed 
„% our whole life in bondage, without 
«« your knowing any thing of the mat- 
© ter.” 

Such was my mother's narration ; 
© after. which, gentlemen, I gave her 
© the beſt apartment of my houſe, with 
© the liberty of 2 as ſhe ſhould think 
s proper : a permiſſion that ſhe reliſhed 
very much. She had contracted fuch 
* a habit of being in love, from the re- 
« peated attacks of that paſſion, that ſhe 
* muſt abſolutely have either an huſband 
* or a gallant. ' At firſt ſhe caſt her eyes 
* on ſome of my ſlaves ; but Haly Pege- 
* lin, a Greek renegado, who came fre- 
* quently to the houſe, ſoon ingroſſed 
* her attention. She conceived a more 
violent paſſion for him than ever ſhe 
© telt for Colifichini, and ſhe was ſo 
much miſtreſs of the art of pleaſing, 
that ſhe found the ſecret of charming 
him alſo. I winked at their intelli- 
* ggace, and thought of nothing then 
* but my return into Spain. The dey 
having already permitted me to fit out 
* a veſſel, to erwze and commit piracy, 
I was buſied in making preparations ; 
and eight days before they were finiſh- 
«ed, ſaid to Lucinda, Madam, we 
„ ſhall depart from Algiers in a very 
« little time, and lofe fight of that place 
« which you deteſt ſo much.“ 

* My mother grew pale at theſe words, 
and remained ſpeechleſs. At which 
© being ſtrangely ſurprized, © What do 
« | fce, Madam!” ſaid 1; „what is the 
meaning of that conſternation in your 
« looks? you ſeem to be afflicted, ra- 
ther than rejoiced, at what I tell you! 
4% 1 thought 1 thould have made you 
« happy with the news of every thing's | 


i 


being ready for our departure. Have 
« you no longer any deſire, then, of re- 
«© paſſing into Spain?“ —““ None at all, 
«© fon,” anſwered my mother; I have 
© had ſo much affliction in that king- 
© dom, that I renounce it for ever.“ 
« What do I hear!” cried I], in a tranſ- 
port of grief: “ahl ſay rather, that 
« love detaches you from it. O Hea- 
«vyens! what a cbange is here! when 
© you arrived in this city, every object 
* that preſented itſelf was. odious to 
« your eyes: but Haly Pegelin has al- 
„ tered your diſpoſition.” —* 1 don't 
« deny it,” replied Lucinda; © I love 
© that renegade, whom I deſign to take 
« for my fourth huſband.” —** What 
© an abandoned project!“ ſaid I, inter- 
rupting her, with hcrror ; “ would 
« you marry a Muſſulman? You forget 
© that you are a Chriſtian; or rather, 
% you never was one but in name. Ah, 
* mother! what are you about to do? 
** you have reſolved upon. your own 
„ perdition, by voluntarily embracing 
* that which I was compelled to by 
«© neceſſity !”? 3.36 | 

I uſed many more arguments to 
© diſſuade her from her deſign; but 1 
© harangued to no purpoſe: ſhe had 
© formed her reſolution; and, not cons 
© tented with following her own wicked 
« inclination, and quitting me to live 
with that renegade, the wanted to 
carry Beatrice along with her alſo: 
but this | oppoſed. “ Ah, wretched 
„% Lucinda!“ ſaid I to her; “ if nothing 
«js able to reſtrain you, at leaſt abandon 
©« yourſeltaloneto the fury that poſſeſſes 
© your imagination; don't drag a young 
« jinnocent creature to the precipice 
„ from whence you intend to throw 
« yourſelf,” Lucinda went away, with» © 
© out making any reply, and I believed 
© that a remaining ray of reaſon en- 
© lightened and hindered her from being 
* obſtinate in demanding her daughter. 
But how little was 1 acquainted with 
© my mother! two days after, one of my 
© ſlaves faid to me, “ Signior, take care 
* of vourſelf; one of Pegelin's captives 
« has imparted a thing to me, of whick 
« you cannot take the advantage too 
© ſoon. Your mother has changed her 
e religion; and to puniſh you for having 
e refuſeq to let her carry off Beatrice, 
« js reſolved to inform the dey of your 
te intended flight.” I did not doubt 
* one moment, that Lucinda was ca- 
© pable of doing what my flave men- 
© tioned : I had opportunities of ſtudy» 
© ing the lady, and perceived, that, by | 
the habit of acting ſanguinary parts in 
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©* guilt, that ſhe could have cauſed me 
©to be burnt alive; and, I believe, 
would have been no more affected 
© with my death, than with the cata- 
© ſtrophe of a dramatick performance. 
Willing, therefore, not to neglect 
© the advice of my ſlave, I haſtened my 
*embarkation, and hired Turks, accord- 
ing ts the cuſtom of the corſairs of 
« Algiers, when they go on a cruise; 
© but I hired no more than ſuch as were 
© neceſſary to keep me unſuſpected, and 
© ſet ſail as ſoon as poſſible with all my 
« ſlaves, and my ſiſter Beatrice. You 
« may well believe, that I did not forget 
« to carry off, at the ſame time, all my 
« jewels and money, which might amount 
© to the value of fix thouſand ducats. 
«© When we got to ſea, we began by ſe- 
* curing the Turks, whom we eaſily 
8 chained, becauſe my ſlaves were more 
numerous than they: and we had ſuch 
s a favourable wind, that in a little time 
© we made the coaſt of Italy; and ar- 
© rived, without the leaſt bad accident, 
© in the harbour of Leghorn, where I 
© believe the whole city crouded to ſee 
us come aſhore. The father of my 
6 flave Azarini being among the ſpecta- 
s tors, by accident or curioſity, ſurveyed 
© all the 2 with great attention, 
a8 they diſembarked ; but though he 
* ſought among them the features of his 
« fon, he little expected to ſee him again. 
What tranſports and embraces were 
the conſequence of their meeting, when 
5 they recollected one another | 
© As ſoon as Azarini had told his 
* father who I was, and what brought 
* me to Leghorn, the old man obli 
* me as well as Beatrice to lodge at his 
I ſhall paſs over in ſilence the 
„detail of a thouſand things which I 
£ was obliged to perform, in being re- 
admitted into the boſom of the church; 
* and only-obſerve, that I adjured Ma- 
« hometaniſm much more heartily than 
] had embraced it. After having en- 
« tirely purged myſelf of the gall of 
« Algiers, I ſold my veſſel, and ſet all 
my ſlaves at liberty; as for the Turks, 
they were detained in priſon at * 
horn, in order to be exchanged for 
« Chriſtians. I received the beſt of 
« treatment from both the Azarini's, 
© the younger of whom married my 
a ſiſter Beatrice, who was, indeed, no 
bad match for him; being a geotle- 
« man's daughter, and heireſs of the 
i caſtle of Xercia, which my mother had 
* taken care to farm out to a rich peaſant 


| 


*© clinations. 


* of Paterna, when ſhe reſol ved upon her 
© paſſage into Sicily. | 
© Having ſtaid ſome time at Le 
© I ſet out for Florence, which I lon 
much to ſee, and whither I did not go 
© without letters of recommendation. 
* Azarini the father had friends at the 
© Grand Duke's court, to whom he in- 
* troduced me as a Spaniſh gentleman, 
* his ally; and I prefixed Don to my 
* name, imitating in that a great many 
* Spaniſh plebeians, who, when they 
* are out of their own country, aſſume 
* that title of honour without ceremony. 
© I boldly, therefore, called myſelf Don 
* Raphael; and as I had brought from 
* Algiers a ſufficiency to ſupport my 
« dignity, 44 court in a ſplen- 
* did manner. gentleman to whom 
© Azarini had wrote in my favour, gave 
* out that I was a perſon of quality 
* ſo that his teſtimony, together with 
— 2 1 1 1 made me eaſily 
s for a man o — * - 'I foon 
, — acquainted with the principal 
* noblemen, who preſented me to the 


© Grand Duke, whom 1 had the — 


* fortune to pleaſe: upon which I 
* my whole endeavour to make my court 
to that prince, and ſtudy his difpo- 
© ſition. I liſtened attentively to what 
the oldeſt courtiers ſaid to him; and 
* by their diſcourſe diſcovered his in- 
Among other things, I 
* obſerved that he loved raillery, 
© ſtories, and ſallies of wit. I modelled 
* myſelf accordingly ; and every morn« 
ing marked in my - book the 
© ſtories I deſigned for the day. I had 
* ſuch a _ 14 * 
mory, that my mi id 
* to have been full; and — in ſpite 
of all my management, it was emptied 
* apace in ſuch a manner, that I ſhould 
* either have been obliged to uſe repe- 
| _— or — 2 was at * end 
of my apothegms; if my genius, fruit 
© ful A Fedion, had = furnished me 
* with abundance. But I compoſed 
* tales of . gallantry and humour, that 
© were very entertaining to the Great 
* Duke; and, as it often happens with 
« profeſſed wits, in the morning I in- 
« vented bright expreſſions, which I ut- 
* tered as unpremeditated ſallies in the 


© afternoon. 


« I even elevated myſelf into a poet, 


and conſecrated my muſe to the praiſe © 


© of the prince. I freely own, indeed, 
© that my verſe was none of the beſt, 
© therefore not much eriticiſed ; but had 
© it been better, I queſtion if it would 

6 have 
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© have been better received by the 


Grand Duke, who ſeemed very well 
«© ſatisfied with my talents; the matter, 
perhaps, hindered him from finding; 
fault. Be that as it will, this prince 
© inſenſibly took ſuch a liking to me, as 
© gave umbrage to the courtiers. They 
« endeavoured to diſcover who I was, 
© but did not ſucceed. Getting notice, 
© however, that I had been a renegade, 
© they did not fail to inform the prince 
* of it, in hopes of injuring my cha- 
© rater; but this they could nat ac- 
© compliſh : on the contrary, the Grand 
Duke, one day, obliged me to give 
him a faithful account of my voyage 
©to Algiers, IT obeyed; and my ad- 
© yentures, which 1 did not at all dif- 
« guiſe, afforded him infinite pleaſure. 
„% Don Raphael,” ſaid he, when I had 
© finiſhed the relation, I have a re- 
« pard for you; and will give you a 
% mark of it, which will not permit you 
© to doubt of my friendſhip. 1 will 
% make you the depoſitory of my ſe. 
*« crets; and to begin with an inſtance 
*« of my confidence, I muſt tell you that 
J am in love with the wife of one of 
« my miniſters. She is the moſt amia- 
„ ble lady of my court, but at the fame 
time the moſtvirtuous : ſhut up amidſt 
« her family, and ſolely attached to a 
« huſband whom ſhe adores, ſhe ſeems 
© ignorant of the noiſe her charms make 
in Florence. Judge you, if this muſt 
** not be a difficult conqueſt. Never- 
<«« theleſs, this beauty, inacceſſible as ſhe 
« is to lovers, has deigned ſometimes to 
« hear my ſighs: I have found means 


* 


« to ſpeak to her in private, and to ac- 


% quaint her with the ſentiments of m 
« heart: but I don't flatter myſelt wit 
t the hope of having inſpired her with 
„% mutual love; ſhe never given me 
*« cauſe to form fuch an agreeable idea; 
4% don't, however, deſpair of pleaſing 
her by my afliduity, and the myſterious 
% conduct 1 ſhall take care to obſerve.” 
© My paſſion for that lady,” added 
| © he, is known to nobody but herſelf; 
©« for inſtead of conſulting my inclina- 
«* tion without conſtraint, and acting the 
« fovereign, I conceal the knowledge 
«© of flame from all the world; a 
piece of delicacy which I think I owe 
% to Maſcarini, the huſband of her 1 
« love: his zeal, attachment, ſervices, 


and probity, oblige me to conduct my- 


« ſelf with great ſecreſy and circum- 
« ſpeftion. I would not plunge a dag- 
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* perſuaded that he — 5 


e poſe ja you. 


| © acquit yourſelf of the commi 


TS- 
| IA * 7 3s 1D 


E 
o 


« ways remain ignorant, if poſſitſle, of 
© the flame that A 94 * 4 
of grief, 
now re- 
* pi I conceal my fte 
* therefore, and am reſalved to m 
e uſe of you, in expreſſing to Lucretia 
v all the pangs I ſuſter, by the conſtraipt 
** which the impoſes * me: you ſhall 
de the interpreter of my ſentiments, 
and I don't at all doubt, that you will 
on.tq a 
* miracle. Contract an acquaintance” 
© with Maſcarini, endeayour to gain his 
% friendſhip, inſinnate yourſelf into his 
* houſe, and procure the liberty of con- 
“e yerſing with his wife. This is what L 
© expect of you, and what I aſſure my- 
© ſelf you wilt perform with all the dif 
© cretion and addreſs that ſuch a deli- 
« cate employment requires.“ | 
© I promiſed to do all that lay in my 
© power to juſtify the confidence. he ha- 
* noured me with, and contribute to the 
* ſucceſs of his flame; and ſoon kept 
* my word with him. I ſpared nothih 
* to pleaſe Maſcarini, and accomplifhe 
* my end with eafe, Charmed to find 
* his friendſhip. courted by a man wha 
* was beloved of his prince, he met my 
* advances half-way ; his houſe was 
* open to me ;.1 had free accefs to his 
© lady; and, I dare ſay, behaved myſelf 
* {o well, that he had not the leaſt ſuſpi - 
* cion of the negociationentruſted to my 
care. It is true, indeed, for an Italian, 
he was not much addicted to jealouſy ;_ 
he depended upon the virtue of Luere- 
* tia, and ſhutting himſelfnp in his clo» 
* ſet, left me frequently alone with her, 
I went roundly to work the very firft 
opportunity; entertained the lady with 
© the paſſion of the Grand Duke, and 
told her, that my ſole deſign in coming 
to her houſe, was to talk to her of that 
© prince, She did not ſeem captivated 
© by him; and yet, I perceived that her 
© vanity hindered her from rejecting his 
© addreſſes ; ſhe took pleaſure: in Rear- 
+ ing them, without feeling any inclina- 
tion to anſwer his deſires. She did not 
« want underſtanding; but ſhe was a 
« woman ; and I obſerved that her vir- 
tue yielded inſenßbly to the ſuperb idea 
© of a ſovereign in her chains. In ſhort, 
the prince had reaſon to flatter him- 
* ſelf, that, without employipg the vio- 
© lence of a Tarquin, he would ſee Lu- 
 cretia ſubjected to his love. An acci-. 
dent, however, which he little expect - 


„if he knew the confidence I 


4 ger into the boſom of that unhappy © ed, deſtroyed his hope; as you will pre- 
« huſband, by declaringemyſelf the lover * ſently hear. . eK 
of his wife; * that he may al- I am naturally impudent among wo- 
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men; having acquired that qualifica- 


tion, I know not whether it be good or 


pad, among the Turks: Lucretia was 
© handſome, and I, forgetting that I was 
only to act the part ot an ambaſſador, 
© talked to her on my own ſcore, offer - 
ling my ſervices with all the gallantry 
* 1 was maſter of. Inftead of being 
* ſhocked at my audaciouſneſs, and re- 
© plyingin a rage, ſhe ſaid with a ſmile, 
”" You muſt own, Don Rapael, that the 
« Grand Duke has made choice of a very 
« faithful and zealous miniſter, who 
«ſerves him with an integrity never 
enough to be, commended !'!—*« Ma- 
* dam,“ ſaid I, with the ſame air, 
4% don't let us examine things ſcrupu- 


| 


© louſly ; but lay aſide thoſe reflections, | 


* which I know very well are not at all 
«« favourable to me. I abandoned my- 
« ſelf to my paſſion ; and aſter all, don't 
c helieve myſelf the firſt confident of a 
« prince, who has betrayed his maſter in 
& affairs of gallantry; for the great 
4% have often dangerous rivals in their 
** meſſengers of pleaſure.” —* That may 
« be,” replied Lucretia ; “but, as for 
« my part, I am ſo high-ſpirited, that 
* nobody under the degree of a prince 
« ſhall ever make an impreſſion upon my 
« heart. Conduct yourſelf according- 
« ly,” added ſhe, 8 ſerious ; 
« and let us change the diſcourſe. I 
« am willing to forget what you have 
t ſaid, on condition that you ſhall never 
talk to me again in the ſame manner; 
* otherwiſe you may chance to. repent 
es | | | 

Although this was an advertiſement 
© to the reader, of which IT ought to have 
taken the advantage, I did not leave 
« off entertaining Maſcarini's wife with 
my paſſion ; I even preſſed her with 
more ardour than ever to make ſuita- 


© able returns to my tenderneſs, and was 


« raſh enough to take liberties. Upon 
* which the lady, being affronted with 
my diſcourſe and Muſſulman behavi- 
* our, checked me abruptly, threatened 
to make the Grand Duke acquainted 
with my inſolence, and affured me, 
that ſhe ſhould deſire him to puniſh me 
© as I deſerved. I was piqued, in my 
turn, attheſe menaces; my love chang- 
' ed into hate; and, determined to be 
© revenged upon Lucretia for her con- 
-« tempt, I went in queſt of her huſband, 
„ whom, after that he had fworn that he 
-© would not expoſe me, 1 informed 
of the correſpondence between his wife 
"© and the prince, not forgetting to paint 
her very amorous, in order to make 
© the ſcene more intereſting, The mi- 
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* niſter, to prevent all accidents, ſhut up 
his ſpouſe, in a ſecret apartment, where 
© ſhe was guarded by people on whom he 
* could rely. While ſhe was thus ſur- 
© rounded by ſpies, who hindered her 
* from informing the Grand Duke of 
© her ſitvation, I told that prince with a 
* melancholy air, that he muft no more 
think of Lucretia: that Maſcarini had, 
« doubtleſs, diſcovered the whole affair, 
* ſince he had taken it into his head te 
* watch his wife ; that I could not ima- 
* gine what had alarmed his ſuſpicion of 
me, for I thought I had always behav- 
© ed with a good deal of addreſs ; that 
the lady, perhaps, had confeſſed the 
© whole to her huſband, in concert with 
* whom ſhe had allowed herſelf to be 
© tocked up, in order to avoid thoſe im- 
* portunities which alarmed her virtue. 


The prince ſeemed very much afflicted 


© at my report : I was touched with his 
* grief, and repented more than once of 
* what Thad done; but it was too late : 
© beſides, I confeſs that I felt a malici- 
* ous joy, when I repreſented to myſelf 
the condition to which I had reduced 
the proud woman who had diſdained 
my paſſion. 

© I enjoyed, with impunity, the plea- 
* ſure of revenge, which is ſo ſweet to 
© all the world, and in particular to 
* Spaniards, when the Grand Duke be- 


ing one day in company with five or ſix 


© of his courtiers and me, ſaid, In 
«© what manner do you think a man 
* ought to be puniſhed, who has dared 
to abuſe the confidence of his prince, 
«and attempted to deprive him of his 
e miſtreſs ?'—<4 He ought,” ſaid one, 
i to be tied to the tails of four horſes, 
« and torn to pieces.” Another was of 
opinion that he ſhould be manled to 
death. The leaſt cruel of thoſe Ita- 
© lians, and he whoſe ſentence was moſt 
* favourableto the delinquent ſaid, That 
© he would be ſatisfied with cauſing him 
© to be thrown from the top of a high 
© tower. © And what is the opihion of 
„% Don Raphael?” reſumed the Grand 
© Duke; I am perſuaded that the Spa- 


„% niards are as ſevere as the Italians in 


© ſuch conjunctures.“ 

I eaſily comprehended, as you may 
© believe, that Maſcarini had not kept 
* his oath ; or that his wife had found 
means to apprize the prince of what 
had paſſed between her and me; and 
* my confuſion appeared plain on my 
© countenance. Neverthelefs, diſcon- 


© certed.as I was, I anſwered with a re- 
© ſolute tone, “ Sir, the Spaniards are 
more generous 4 dey would 
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©« the confiderit on ſuch an occaſion ; 
« and, by their goodneſs, raiſe in his 
© ſoul an eternal regret for having be- 
de trayed them.” — “ Well,” ſai 
© prince; I find myſelf capable of 
t ſuch generoſity. 1 pardon the trai- 
© tor: for I have none but myſelf to 
« blame, for having beſtowed my con- 
«« fidence upon a man whom I did not 
« know, and whom I had reaſon to diſ- 
Ernſt, after what I had heard of his 


the 


«: character. Don Raphael,” added he, 


«© thus is the manner in which I will a- 
„% venge pyſelf: quit my dominions 
* immediately, and let me never ſee 
« your face again.“ 1 withdrew on the 
* inſtant, not ſo much afflicted with 
my diſgrace, as rejoiced at coming 
« off ſo cheaply; and the very next 
© day embarked in a veſſel that failed 
from Leghorn, on it's return to Barce- 
© lona.“ 
I interrupted Don Raphael in this 
of his hiſtory, by ſaying, * For a 
part ry, Oy 1aying 
© man of underſtanding, methinks you 


committed a great blunder, in neglect- | 


© ing to leave Florence, immediately af- 
ter the diſcovery you made to Maſca- 
* rini, of the prince's paſſion for Lucre- 
tia; you ſhould have concluded, that 
© the Grand Duke would ſoon come to 
the knowledge of your infidelity.—“ I 
grant it,“ replied the ſon of Lucinda; 
and notwithſtanding the aſſurance 
« which the miniſter gave me, of not ex- 
«* poling me to the reſentment of the 
prince, I propoſed to dilappear in a 
© very ſhort time. 

J arrived at Barcelona,” continued 
he, with the remainder of the wealth 
I brought from Algiers; the beſt part 
© of which I had diſſipated at Florence, 
in the character of the Spaniſh gentle- 
man. I did not ſtay long at Catalo- 
© niaz for, having a longing deſire to 
© reviſit Madrid, the charming place 
© of my nativity, 1 ſatisfied, as foon as 
« poſſible, the deſire that impelled me. 
C When I arrived in that city, I took 
« furniſhed lodgings, by accident, at a 
© houſe where a lady lived, whoſe name 
© was Camilla, and who, though no mi- 
© nor, was a very engaging creature. I 
take Signior Gil Blas to witneſs, who 
« ſaw her, much about that time, at Val- 
* ladolid. She had ſtill more wit than 
beauty, and never had a ſhe-adventu- 
rer better talents for decoying dupes: 
but ſhe was none of thoſe coqui 
who hoard up the offerings of their 
« gallants ; when ſhe had pillaged a man 
tot buſineſs, ſhe ſhared his ſpoils with 
$ the ixſt ſharper ſhe met to her liking. 


uettes 


tunes, indeed, were not very conſide- 


the infidelities we commit, will turn to 


. 
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We loved one another at firſt fight, * 
© and the conformity of our manners 
joined us ſocloſely, that we ſoon had 
* every. thing in common. Our for- 


© rable, and therefore we ſpent them in 
* a very little time. Neither of us, un- 
* luckily, minded any thing but cur 
© pleaſure, or made the leaft uſe of the 
* talents we had, to live at our neigh- 
* bours expence. But miſery, at laſt, 
* awakened our geniuſes, which pleaſure ' 
© had benumbed : and Camilla ſaid to 
* me, My dear Raphael, let us make 
© a diverſion, my friend, and renounce 
a fidelity that ruins us both; you may 
*© captivate a rich widow, I | 

*« charm ſome nobleman; for if we con- 
{«« tiaue faithful to one another, here will 
© be two fortunes loſt,” “ Fair Ca- 
milla!“ I replied, ** you have anti- 
„ cipated me; I was going to make the 
„ ſame propoſal to you. I aſſent to 
« your ſcheme, my queen: yes, for the 
better ſupport of our mutual flame, 
let us attempt advantageous conqueſts; 


« triumphs in the end.“ | 
This convention being made, we 
took the field, and made conſiderable 
motions at firſt, without being able to 
encounter what we ſought; Camilla 
* could light upon none but beaus ; that 
„is to ſay, gallants who had not a peany 
in their pockets; and I could meet 
© with no women, but ſuchas loved bet- 
ter to levy contributions than «<o 
© them. As our arts were uſeleſs in love, 
« we had recourſe to ſtratagems, and per - 
formed ſo many, that our fame reach- 
* ed the ears of the corregidor z and that 
* {ſevere judge for the devil ordered one 
of his alguazils to apprehend us; but 
this officer being as good-natured as 
the other was cruel, gave us time to 
quit Madrid, in conſideration of g ſmall 
ſum which we beſtowed u bim, 
* We took the road to Valladolid, and 
fixed in that city; havigg hired a 
© houſe, in which 1 lived with Camilla, 
© who palled for my fiſter, to avoid ſcan- 
dal. Art firſt, we kept our induſtry 
under the rein, and n to ſtudy the 
ground, before we ſnouſd form any en- 
© terprize. 
One day, a man accoſting me in the 
« ſtreet, ſaluted me very civilly, “Sig- 
« nior Don Raphael, do you know 
« me?” I anſwered, No,” Upon 
* which he reſumed, ©* ButI recolleRt 
« %u: I have ſeen you at. the court of 
« Tuſcany, where I then belonged to 
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© the ſervice of that prince ſome months 
© ago, and am come to Spain with an 
Italian of great fineſſe : we have been 


three weeks at Valladolid, and lodge 
* with a Caſtilian and Gallician, who 


are, withont contradiction; two young 
We live toge- | 


© fellows of honour. 
„ther by the work of our hands, make 
% good chear, and amuſe ourſelves like 
„ princes : if you will join us, you ſhall 
«« be agreeably received by my confede- 
« rates; for you always ſeemed to me 
to be a gallant man, of a diſpoſition 
«© not addicted to ſcruples, and a profeſ- 
«* ſed brother of our order. 

Ihe rogue's frankneſs excited mine. 
« Since you ſpeak to me with ſo little 
« reſerve,” ſaid 1 to him, * it is but 
**.reaſonable that I ſhould explain my- 
* ſelf in the ſame manner to you. In- 
** deed, I am not a novice in your pro- 
** feflion ; and if my modeſty would al- 
low me to recount my exploits, you 
* would ſee that you have not judged 


too advantageouſly of my talents ; but 


. ** prabtice, and of which I 


* I will forbear to launch out in my own 
** praiſe, and content myſelf with aſſur- 
ing you, while I accept that place in 
* your company which is offered, that 
will negle& nothing to approve 
** myſelf worthy of your choice.” As 
* ſoon as I ſignified, to this ambidexter, 
my conſent to angment the number of 
* his comrades, he conducted me to the 
* place where they were, and introduced 
* me to their acquaintance. It was here 
that I faw, for the fieſt time, the illuſ- 
*trious Ambroſe de Lamela. Thoſe 
* gentlemen examined me touching my 
* ſkill inthe myſtery of appropriating to 
one's ſelf, with addreſs, the effects of 
* another. They wanted to know if I 
* underſtood the principles of their art; 
but I ſhewed-them a great many ſtra- 
* tagems which they did not know, und 
* whigh excited their admiration of my 
* ability. They were fill more aſfto- 
* niſhed, when deſpiſing the dexterity 
of my hand, as a thing too common, I 


* told them that I excelled in tricks 


© which required the aſſiſtance of genius. 
© To convince them of this, I recounted 
the adventure of Jerome de Moyadas ; 
© and, upon the ſimple narration of that 
* affair, they found me ſuch a ſuperior 
genius, that I was choſen their chief 
© by unanimous conſent. I ſoon juſti- 
© fied their choice, by an infinite number 
« of knaviſh deſigns, which we put in 
was, as it 


were, the informing ſoul. When we 


«S 


had occaſion for an actreſs to carry on 


© our projetts, we made uſe of Camilla, 


4 


4 


i 
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"« ſons of character. 


to the ladies. 
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* who performed all her parts to admi- 
© ration. | 

About that time, our brother Am- 
© broſe, being tempted to reviſit his na- 
© tive country, ſet out for Gallicia, aſ- 
* ſuring us that we might depend upon 
© his return, He dfatisfied his delire ; 
© and, on his way back again, going to 
Burgos, with an intention of ſtriking 
« ſome ſtroke, an innkeeper of his ac- 
© quaintance introduced him to the ſer- 
© vice of Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, 
with whole affairs he did not fail to 
make him acquainted. —Signior Gil 
Blas,“ he added, addre ſſin Fimſelf to 
me, you know how we rid you of your 
* portmanteau, in our furniſhed lodgings 
© at Valladolid; and I don't doubt that 
© you ſuſpected Ambroſe of being the 
© chief inſtrument of that theft. And 
© you was in the right: for, at your ar- 
© rival, he came and laid your ſituation 
© before us; and we, the gentlemen- 
* undertakers, regulated ourſelves ac- 
© cordingly. But you are ignorant of 
the conſequences of that adventure, 
© which I will, therefore, let you know. 
* Ambroſe and I carried off your port- 
© manteau ; and mounting your mules, 
© took the road to Madrid, without in- 
© cumbering ourſelves with Camilla, or 
the reſt of our comrades, who, without 
© doubt, were as much ſurprized as you, 
© at our non-appearance next day. 

On the ſecond day we changed our 
© defign; and, inſtead of going to Ma- 
© drid, which J had not quitted without 
* cauſe, we paſſed by Zeberos, and con- 
* tinned our route as far as Toledo. 
© In this city, our firſt care was to dreſs 
© ourlelves like rentlemen ; then giving 
© ourſelves ont for two brothers of Gal- 
© Jicia, who travelled out of curioſity, 
© we ſoon became acquainted with per- 
As I had been {6 
© much accuſtomed to att the man of 
quality, I was eafily miſtaken for ſuch ; 
© and people being uſually dazzled by 
© expence, we impoſed upon every body 
by the-gallant treats we began to give 
Among the women 
„hom I viſited, there was one who 
touched my heart: I found her fairer 
© than Camilla, and a good deal younger. 
I was defirous of knowing who ſhe was, 
© and learned that her name was Vio- 
© lante, and thather huſband was a gen- 
© tleman who, cloyed already with her 
* charms, purſued thoſe of a courtezan 
© whom he loved. This piece of infor- 
mation was enough to determine me to 
© eftabliſh Violante the ſovereign lady or 
© my aftedtion, 1 7 
| *le 
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It was not long before ſhe perceived 


© her conqueſt; 1 began to follow her 
* every where, and commit a thouſand 
* impertinences, to perſuade her that 1 
* wanted nothing more than to conſole 
© her for the infidelity of her ſpouſe. 
The fair one made her reflections on 
© the matter, which were ſuch, that at 
© laſt T had the pleaſure of knowing her 
* approbation of my ſentiments. I re- 


© ceived: from her a billet, in anſwer to 


* ſeveral which I had ſent to her, by one 
© of thoſe old matrons who are ſo ſer- 
© viceable in Spain and Italy. The lad 
© gave me to underſtand, that her huſ- 
8 band ſupped every evening with his 
© miſtreſs, and did not come home be- 
fore it was very late. That ſame night 
© I went under the windows of Violante, 
© andentered into a moſt tender conver- 
* ſation with her : after which we agreed, 
© at parting, to enjoy the ſame oppor- 
© tunity every night, at the ſame hour, 
© without prejudice to the other acts of 
© gallantry which we ſhould be permit- 
© ted to exerciſe in the day. 

© Hitherto Don Balthazar, the huſ- 
© band of my 1 came off very 
© cheaply ; but I choſe to love natural- 
© ly, andrepaired one evening under the 
© lady's windows, with a deſign to tell 
« her, that I could live no longer, if 1 
did not enjoy a tete A tete with her in 
« a place more ſuitable to the exceſs of 
my love; an indulgence which I had 
not, as yet, been able to obtain. But 
« juſtas I got to the place, 1 ſaw a man 
4 come into the ſtreet, who ſeemed to 
* obſerve me: in effect, it was the huſ- 
band, who returned from the courte- 


| 


Egan earlier than uſual, and who per- 


« ceiving a cavalier near his houle, in- 
© ſtead of going in, walked to and fro in 
* the ſtreet. 1 remained, for ſome time, 
« ninreſolved ; but at laſt determined to 
« accoſt Don Balthazar, whom I did not 
© know, and to whom I was alſo utterly 
unknown: ** Signior Cavalier,” ſaid 1 
© to him, © pray leave the ſtreet free to 
« me for one night; I will do as much. 
% for you another time.””—** Signior,” 7 
© he replied, <* I was going to make the 
a ſame requeſt to you: I am in love 
« with a girl whom her brother guards 
« like a dragon, and who lives not 
c above twenty paces from hence; ſo 
*« that I wiſh — was nobody in the 
ſtreet.“ . There is one way,” ſaid], 
© of ſatisfying us both, without incom- 
«© moding either: for,” added I, ſhew- 
ing him his own houſe, * the lady 
% whom I ſerve, lodges there; and let | 
i us aſſiſt one another; if either of us | 
* o 


8 


105 
e ſhould be attacked.” —* With all my 
© heart,” he replied ; „I will go to my 
„ rendezvous, and we will back one 
© another ſhould there be occaſion,” 80 
* ſaying, he left me; but it was in order 
© to obſerve me the better; and this the 
dark neſs of the night permitted him to 
* do with impunity. | 

As for my part, I approached, in ſe- 
© curity, the balcony of Violante, who 
© ſoon appeared, and we began to con- 
© verſe together. I did not fail to inſiſt 
* upon my queen's granting me a pri- 
© vate interview in ſome particular 
place. She reliſted my importunities 
© a little, to enhance the value of the fa- 
© vour which I demanded ; then drop- 
ping a letter, which ſhe took out of her 
pocket, ** Hold,” faid ſhe; “you will 
« find in this billet the promiſe of what 
„ you ſo earneſtly deſire.” She after. 
© wards withdrew, becauſe the hour at 
which her huſband uſually returned 
« was at hand; upon which I] ſecured the 
© billet, and advanced to the place where 
Don Balthazar (aid he was concerned: 
* but he having very well perceived what 
© ] wanted with his wife, came to me, 
' ſaying, ** Well, Signior Cavalier, are 
«« you latisfied with your good fortune? 
— have cauſe to be ſo,“ I replied : 
„% and what have you done? has love 
« favoured your addreſles ?”—*© Ah, 
« no!” ſaid he; the curſed brother of 
echte beauty whom I love is returned 
© from a country-houſe, where I ima- 
© gined he would ſtay till to-morrow ; 
% and this miſchance — baulked me o$ 
„the pleaſure with which 1 flattered 
©« myſelf.” 

Don Balthazar and I made mutual 
« prote(tations of friendſhip; and to tie 
© the knot of it the faſter, made an 
* pointment to meet next day in the 
great ſquare, After we parted, he 
© went home, but mentioned not a word 
© of what he knew ta Violante, Next 
© day, he repaired to the great ſquare, 
© where I arrived a moment after him, 
© we ſaluted one another with demon- 
© ftrations of friendſhip, as perfidious on 
© one ſide, as ſincere on the other. Then 
Don Balthazar made me the confident 
© of a feigned intrigue with the lady 
* whom he had mentioned the preced- 
* ing night ; recounting a Jong ſtory 
© that he had invented, in order to en- 
gage me in my turn to tell him in what 
manner I had become acquainted with 
© Violante.. 1 did not fail to fall into 
the ſnare, and conſeſs all with the ut- 
© moſt frankneſs; I even ſhewed the 


- 


} 


* 
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letter which I had received from 
© her, 
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© her, and read the contents in theſe 
4 words. 1 


« I SHALL dine to-morrow with 
4 Donna Inez; you know where the 
6 lives: it is in the houſe of that faithful 
« friend that I intend to give you a pri- 
« vate interview; for I can no longer 
< refuſe that favour which you ſeem 
to deſerve.” 


1 This,” ſaid Don Balthazar, ** is a 
« billet which promiſes you the accom- 


5 — of your wiſh ; I congratu- 
( 


ate you before-hand, on the happi- 
e« neſs that attends you.” He could not 
help being a little diſconcerted while 
c he ſaid this; but he eaſily concealed 
« his trouble and confuſion from me. 1 
e was ſo much engroſſed by my hope, 
that I never thought of obſerving my 
« confident, who was obliged, however, 
« to leave me, that I might not at laſt 
« perceive his agitation. 


He ragt 
prize his brother-in-law of th de | 


« ture : but 1 am ignorant of what paſ- 
« ſed between them : all I know of the 
« matter is, that Don Balthazar came 
and Knocked at the door while I was 
© with Violante, at the houſe of Donna 
Inez; and as ſoon as we learned that 
it was he, I eſcaped at a back-door be- 
« fore he came in. As ſoon as I was 
gone, the ladies, whom the unforeſeen 
arrival of the huſband had diſconc®: t- 
« ed, recollected themſelves, and receiv - 
« ed him with ſuch effrontery, that ke ſuſ- 
« pected I was either concealed, or had 
© made my eſcape. I cannot tell what 
© he ſaid to Donna Inez and his wife, be- 
© cauſe it never came to my knowledge, 

£ Meanwhile, without ſuſpecting that 
© I was Don Balthazar's dupe, I went 
© away curſing him, and returned to the 


2 great ſquare, where I had appointed to 


meet Lamela. I did not find him, 
« however; he had little aftairs of his 
© own to manage; and the rogue was 
more fortunate than I. While 1 wait- 


ed for him, I ſaw my perfidious confi- 


dent arrive, who came up to me with 
© a gay air, and ſmiling, aſked news of 
© my interview with my nymph at the 
© houſe of Donna Inez. I don't 
« know,” ſaid 1, „ what demon, jea- 
« lous of my pleaſures, delights in 
« thwarting them; but while I was 
« alone with my lady, preſſing her to 
« make me happy, her huſband, whom 
« the devil contound ! came and knock- 
« eq at the door: ſo that being obliged 
« toget off as faſt as I could, I retired 


© by a backdoor, curling to hell the | 
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6 8 for that time. 
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„ troubleſome cuckold who broke all 
% my meaſures !''—< I am truly ſorry 
« for it,“ cried Don Balthazar, who 
felt a ſecret joy in ſeeing my vexation; 
« what an impertinent huſband muſt he 
« be! I adviſe you to give him no quar- 


„ ter.“ — O! as for that, 1 replied, 


will take your advice; and I can af- - 
© ſure you, that his honour ſhall make 
« it's exit this night: his wife, when I 
„left her, bid me not be diſcouraged 
© at ſo ſmall a matter; but be ſure to 
„ come under her window earlier than 
© uſual, for ſhe was reſolved to admit 
© me into her houſe; and delired 
«© me, at all events, to come attended 
e with two or three friends, for fear of 
„ ſurprize.” —** What a prudent lady 
© the is!” ſaid he. 1 will, if you 
„% pleaſe, accompany you thither.” — 
« Ah, my dear friend!” cried I, in a 
© tranſport of joy, while I threw my 
© arms around his neck; I am infi. 
% nitely obliged to you !'?—* I will do 
© more, reſumed ; I am acquaint- 
66 of wh a young fellow who is ano. 
ether Cæſar; he ſhall be of the party, 
© and then you may boldly confide in 
your eſcorte.“ 

© I did not know what acknowledg. 
© ment to make to this new friend, fo 
* much was I charmed with his zeal. In 
© ſhort, I accepted the ſuccour which he 
offered, and appointing to meet in the 
© twilight under Violante's balcony, we 
He went to find 
is brother-in-law, who was the Cæſar 


in queſtion; and I took a turn till the 


_— 


| 


© evening with Lamela, who (though 
* he was ſurprized at the ardour with 
which Don Balthazar eſpouſed my in- 
© tereſt) diſtruſted him no more than 1: 
© we fell nodding into the ſnare; which, 
J own, was nnpardonable in people of 
our experience, When I thought it 
Vas time to preſent myſelf before Vio- 
© lante's window, Ambroſe and I ap- 
« pearcd upon the ſpot, armed with good 
© rapiers; and there we found the lady's 
* huſband, with another man, waiting 
© for us, without flinching. Don Bal- 
* thazar, accoſting me, — ſhewing his 
© brother-in-law, ſaid, “ Signior, thrs 
„is the cavalier whoſe bravery I ex- 
t tolled ſo much. Get into the houfe 
« of your miſtreſs, and let not any anx- 
« jety hinder you ffomenjoying the moſt 
«© perfect felicity.“ , 
After ſome mutual compliments, T 
© knocked at my nymph's door, which 
being opened by a kind of duenna, I 
centered; and, without taking notice 
* of what paſſed behind me, advanced 
1 inte 
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into a hall where Violante was, While 
* 1 faluted the lady, the two traitors, 
© who had followed me into the honie, 
and ſhut the door ſo baſtily after them 
that Ambroſe was left in the ſtreet, 
« diſcovered themſelves, You may ea- 
c fily imagine that we then came to 
* blows. Both of them charged me at 
© once; but I found them work enough, 
© and employed them in ſuch a manner, 
© that perhaps they repented they had 
© not choſe a ſurer conveyance for their 
© revenge. I ran the huſband through 
* the body; and his brother-in-law, 
« ſeeing him out of tfte queſtion, got to 
© the door, which the duenna and Vio- 
lante had opened to make their eſcape 
© while we were engaged. I purſued 
him into the ſtreet, where I rejoined 
* Lamela, who not being able to extract 
© one word from the women in their 
© flight, did not preciſely know what to 
* think of the noiſe he had heard. We 
returned to the tavern where we lod- 
4 ped, ſecured our moſt valuable effects, 
and mounting our mules, rode out of 
© the city, without waiting for day. 
Knowing very well that this affair 
© might have bad conſequences, and 
©* thata ſearch would be made at Toledo, 
© which we were in the right to antici- 
© pate, we went to bed at Villarubia, 
5 at an inn where, ſome time after, 
4 a merchant of Toledo arrived, in his 


* way to Segorba. As we ſupped in. 


his company, he recounted the tragi- 
cal adventure of Violante's huſband ; 
and was ſo far from ſuſpeCtiag us to 
be concerned, that we boldly aſked of 
* him all manner of queſtions about the 
affair. Gentlemen,” ſaid he, “ juſt 
© as 1 fet out this morning, I heard of 
© the melancholy accident. Search was 
© made every where for Violante, and 
was told that the corregidor, who 
© js related to Don Balthazar, has re- 
* ſolved to ſpare nothing in dfAcovering 
the wrurderers, 
the matter.“ 

* Though I was not much alarmed at 
the ſearch of the corregidor, I reſol- 
ved to quit New Caſtile immediately; 
reflecting, that when Violante ſhould 
be found, ſhe would confeſs all, and 
on her deſcription of my perſon to the 
judge, people would be ſent in purſuit 
© of me. For this reaſon, the very next 
day, we avoided the highway, through 
«* precaution ; Lamela being luckily ac- 
« quainted with three-fourths of Spain, 
and particularly: with the bye-ways, 
through which we could ſecurely re- 


: pair into Arragon, Inſtead of going | 


* 


* 


This is all I know of | 
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ſtraight to Cuenca, we kept among the 


© mountains adjacent to that city; and 


© through paths that were not unknown 


© to my guide, arrived at a grotto which 
© looked very much like an hermitage 
© and, indeed, it was the ſame to wha 
« you came laſt night for an aſylum, 
While I was conſidering the country 
© around, which preſented to my view 
© a charming rural proſpect, my com- 
© panion ſaid to me,“ 
% place fix years ago, at which time 
« that grotto ſerved as a retreat to an 
« old hermit, who gave me a very cha- 


| « ritable reception, entertaining me 


« with a ſhare of his proviſions. I re- 
« member that he was a very holy man, 
© and harangued me with a diſcourſe 
i that had almoſt detached me from the 
«world: perhaps he is ſtill alive; I 
« will and fee.” So ſaying, the 
* curious Ambroſe alighted from his 
* mule, and entered the hermitage z 
* where having ſtaid ſome minutes, he 
6 returned, calling to me, Come hi- 
« ther, Don Raphael; come and ſee a 
very affecting ſcene.” 

J alighted immediately; and, tying 
© our mules to a tree, followed Lamela 
* into the grotto, where I perceived an 
* ald anchorite, pale and dying, ſtretch. 
©ed at his full length upon a truckle- 
© bed. A white beard, very buſhy, 
© covered his whole breaſt; and in his 
© hands, claſped together, appeared u 
© large roſary. At the noiſe we made 


© in approaching. him, he opened. his 


© eyes, which death had already be- 
c pan to cloſe; and, after havin 

* looked at us for a moment, ſaid, 
« Whoſoever you are, my brethren, 
profit by the ſpectacle that now pre- 
« ſents itſelf to your eyes: I have lived 
« forty years in the world, and ſixty in 
« this ſolitude. Ah! how long, at this 
© moment, ſeems the time which I have 
© beſtowed on my pleaſures : and, on 


„the contrary, how ſhort does that ap- 


© pear which I have conſecrated to 


„ penitence and devotion! Alas, I am 
« afraid that the auſterities of brother 


John have not ſufficiently expiated the 
« (ins of the Licentiate Don Juan de 
« Solis !“ ; 

© He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, 


than he expired, leaving us very much 


ve did not retain it long; we foon 


affected with his death. Objects of 
© this ſort always make ſome impreſſion 
even on the greateſt libertines: but 


forgot what he ſaid to us, and began 


.* to take an inventory of every thing in 


the hermitage; an employment not 
4 very 


— 


paſſed by this 


ef 


# 


1 


« yery laborious, all his furniture con- 
© fiſting in what you may have obſerved 
© in the grotto. Brother John was not 
only ill provided with furniture, but 
+4 alſo kept a very bad larder; for all 
© the proviſion we found was a few fil- 

berts, and ſome cruſts of barley-bread, 
© ſo hard as to be, in all appearance, 
© proof againſt the gums of the holy 
« man ? I ſay, his gums, becauſe he had 
© loſt all his teeth. All that this ſolitary 
« habitation contained, and all that we 
s beheld, made us regard the good an- 
« chorite as a perfect ſaint. We were 
« ſhocked, indeed, at one thing; we 
* opened a paper folded in the form of 
© a letter, which he had laid upon the 
© table, and in which he begged, that 
the perſon who ſhould read it, would 
carry his roſary and ſandals to the 
* Biſhop of Cuenca, We did not know 
* with what intention this new father of 
© the deſart could deſire to make ſuch a 
© preſent to his biſhop ; this ſeemed an 
«© outrage againſt humility, and the be · 
4 haviour of a man who wanted to ſet 
© np for canonization ; and perhaps 
there was nothing in it but pure ſim- 
© plicity, for I don't pretend to decide 
© the matter. 

While we diſcourſed together on 
© this ſubject, a pleaſant thought came 
into Lamela's head. Let us ſtay,” 
© ſaid he, in this hermitage, and diſ. 
44 guiſe ourſelves like anchorites, hav- 
4 ing firſt buried brother John. You 
„ ſhall paſs for him, and I, under the 
name of brother Anthony, will go a 
« begging in the neighbouring towns 
„ and villages. Beſides our being ſe- 
« cure from the enquiries of the corre- 
„ pidor, fer 1 don't believe he will 
«« think of ſearching for us here, I have 
« ſome good acquaintance at Cuenca, 
« which we may cultivate.”” Iapproved 
of this extravagant propoſal, not ſo 
much from Ambroſe's reaſons, as out 
of pure whim, or a deſire of acting a 
© part in a play. About thirty or forty 
* paces from the grotto, we dug a grave, 
©1n which we modeſtly interred the old 
« anchorite, after having ſtripped him 
© of his cloaths; that is, a ſimple robe 
« tied about his middle with a leather 
© girdle : we likewiſe cut off his beard, 
«to make a falſe one for me; and, in 
« ſhort, after having performed his fu- 
4 neral, took poſſeſſion of the hermi- 
tage. 8 

« We fared poorly on the firſt day, 
« being obliged to live on the proviſions 
« of the detuntt; but next morning, 


_ 


: _ 


| © to ſell the two mules at Toralva, and 
| © returned in the evening loaded with 
* vitctuals, and other things which he 


had purchaſed. He brought eve 
thing that was neceſſary for our tranſ- 
* formation : he made for himſelta ruſ- 
©* ſet gown, und a little red beard of 
© horſe-hair, which he fixed ſo artifici- 
* ally to his ears, that one would have 
* ſworn: it was the natural product of 
© his chin. There is not a more dexte- 
© rous young fellow in the world than 
© he; who likewiſe weaved the beard of 
* brother John, which he applied to 
* my face, and my brown woollen cap 
© ſerved to cover the artifice ; ſo that 
© there was nothing wanting to our diſ- 
We found each other ſo plea- 
ntly equipped, that we could not, 
without laughing, behold ourſelves in 
© this dreſs, which truly was not very 
© ſuitable to our real characters. To- 
« gether, with brother John's rabe, 1 
* wore his roſary and ſandals, of which 
*I made no ſcruple to deprive the 
* Biſhop of Cuenca, 4 . 
We had been already three days in 
the hermitage, without ſeeing a ſoul 
„appear; but on the fourth, two pea- 
* ſants entered the | grotto, bringing 
© bread, cheeſe, and onions, to the de- 
* fun, whom they ſtill thought alive. 
As ſoon as I perceived them, I threw 
© myſelf on my bed; and it was no dif. 
© ficult matter to deceive them; for 
* beſides that there was not light enough 
to enable them to diſtingmſh my fea- 
* tures, I imitated as well as I could 
©the voice of John, whoſe laſt words I 
© had heard; and they had no ſuſpicion 
© of the cheat. They ſeemed only ſur- 
* prized to meet another hermit there ; 
© which when Lamela perceived, he ſaid, 
* with an hypocritical air, „My bre- 
© thren, be not ſurprized to ſee me in 
this ſolitude ; I have quitted an her- 
* mitage I poſſeſſed in Arragon, to 
© come hither and attend the vegerable 
and ſage brother John, who in his 
© extreme old age has occaſion for a 
© comrade who can provide for his ne- 
*« ceſſities.”” The peaſants gave infinite 
© praiſe to the charity of Ambroſe, and 
© expreſſed great joy in being able to 
* boaſt of having two holy perſonages 
© in their country. "= 
« Lamela, with a large havreſack, 
© which he had not forgot to purchaſe, 
went a begging for the firſt time in the 
© city of Cuenca, which is but a ſmall 
© league from the hermitage. With a 
| *Hevout appearance which he had re- 


©* before day, Lamela ſet out in order | 


+ 


© ceived from Nature, and the art of 
a © making 
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* making. advantage of it, which he 
* poſſeſſed in a ſupreme degree, he did 
not fail to extort alms from charitable 
- people, with whoſe liberalities he filled 
© his havreſack. „ Mr. Ambroſe,” 
© ſaid 1 to him at his return, „I con- 
1% gratulate you upon your happy talent 
* of melting the fouls of Chriſtians. 
„% Egad ! one would think you had been 
*« a begging brother among the Capu- 
4 chins.“—“ 1 have done ſomething 
« elſe,” anſwered he, „than filled my 
© knapſack : you muſt know, I have 
« diſcovered a certain nymph called 
© Barba, whom I formerly loved, and 
«© whom I have found ſtrangely altered; 
« ſhe, like us, has turned devotee, and 
« hves with two or three liſters of the 
« fame claſs, who edify the world in 
© publick, and in private lead ſcanda- 
© lous lives. As ſhe did not know me 
« at firſt, „ How ! Madam Barba,” 
© faid I, „ is it poſſible that you do not 
c recollett one of your old friends, 
© your admirer Ambroſe ?”—* By my 
« faith ! Signior de Lamela,” cried ſhe, 
„ F ſhould never have expected to ſee 
„you again in the habit you wear! By 
« what adventure are you become her- 
_«« mit?”—<© I cannot tell you at pre- 
„ ſent,” I replied; “ the detail is 
„ ſomewhat long; but I will come back 
« to-morrow to gratify your curioſity, 
«and bring along with me my com- 
« panion, brother John ;”"—*© Brother 
16 John “ ſaid ſhe, interrupting me; 
« what, the good anchorite who lives 
« in the hermtage near this city! Sure 
«« you joke; they ſay he is more than 
« an hundred years old,” —** It is true,” 
« ſaid I to her, „that he was once of 
© that age; but he has grown a great 
« deal younger within theſe few days, 
and is at preſent no older than I.”— 
„Well, let him come along with you,” 
« replied Barba ; ** I fee there is ſome 
«© myſtery in the caſe.” 


We did not fail the next day, as 


* ſoon as it was dark, to go to the houſe 
* of thoſe bigots, 14 tad prepared a 
* ſumptuous entertainment for our re- 
* ception. We immediately took off our 
© beards and hermits dreſs, and, without 
© ceremony, told them who we were. 
* Oa their fide, for fear of being indebt- 
ed to us for our frankneſs, they ſhew- 
© ed what falſe devotees are capable of, 
© when they baniſh grimace. We ſpent 
* almoſt all the night at table, and did 
* not retire to our grotto till the dawn; 
We returned thither again in a very 
© ſhort time; or rather, did the ſame 
© thing (almoſt every day) during three 
No. 79. : 
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* months; in which time we ſpent 
© two-thirds of our money with theſe 
© nymphs: but one being ſuſpicious of 
* our characters, diſcovered the whole, 
and has informed juſtice againſt us 

which this day intended to viſit the 
© hermitage, and ſecure our perſons. 
© Yeſterday Ambroſe, while he was 
© begging at Cuenca, met one of out 
© liſters, who gave him a note, ſaying, 
© One of my friends wrote this letter 
„% to me, which 1 was going to ſend 
« you by an expreſs : ſhew it to brother 


„ John, and take your meaſures ac. 


© cordingly.” It. was this billet, gen- 
© tlemen, which Lamela delivered to 
© me in your preſence, and which made 
© us quit ſo ſuddenly our ſolitary habi- 
tation.“ 


. 


The council which Don Raphael held with 
his hearers, and the adventure whick 
happened to them when they defigned to 
leave the wood. 


W HEN Don Raphael had ended 
his narration, which I thought 
a little tedious, Don Alphonſo was ſo 
polite as to ſay, it had diverted him 
very much. Then Signior Ambroſe 
opened, and addrefling himſelf to his 
fellow-adventurer, * Don Raphael,“ ſaid 
he, © conlider that the ſunis ſet ; it will 
© be proper, methinks, to deliberate 
© npon what we are to do.'—* You are 


in the right,“ replied his comrade ; 


© we muſt determine upon the place to 
© which we go next. lt is my opinion,“ 
re ſumed Lamela, * that we ſhould ſet 
© forward without loſs of time; reach 
© Requena this night, and to-morrow 
« enter the kingdom of Valencia, where 
* we will give the rein to our induſtry; 
© and, I foreſee; 1 ſome ſucceſs- 
© ful ſtrokes.* His confederate, who, 


on that ſubject, believed his preſage 


infallible, aſſented to his opinion ; as 


—_—— — 


| 


for Don Alphonſo and me, leaving our- 
ſelves to the conduct of theſe honeſt 
people, we waited in ſilence the reſult 
of the conference. 3 

It being therefore reſolved that we 
ſhould take the road to Requena, we 
began to prepare ourſelves for the jour- 
ney; we made another meal like that 


in the morning; and loading the horſe 


with the bottle and the remains of our 
proviſions, the approach of night lent 
us that darkneſs which we needed for 


our more fecure travelling, and we 


uſhed forward to get out of the wood : 
ut we had not gone an hundred yards, 
DN when 


* 


\ 


_ 


2 


when we diſcovered among the trees a 
light that made us very uneaſy, What 
is the meaning of that?* ſaid Don 
Raphael; © perhaps the ferrets of juſtice 
© having purſued us from Cuenca, un- 
* derſtand that we are in this foreſt, and 
© are come hither to ſearch.'—* I don't 
s believe that,“ ſaid Ambroſe; * theſe 
are rather travellers, who being ſur- 
« prized by. the night, have come into 
this —— to wait for day. But,“ ad- 
ded he, I may be miſtaken. I will go 
* and reconnoitre while you ſtay here, 
© and I will be back in a moment.” 80 
ſaying, he advanced towards the light, 
which was not far off, and approached 
it ſoftly. Puſhing gently by the leaves 


-and boughs that were in his way, and 


peeping with all the attention which 
the thing ſeemed to deſerve, he ſaw on 
the graſs, round a candle that ſtuck 
burning in a lump of clay, four men 
fitting, who had juſt difpatched a doe. 
and emptied a pretty large leatheru bot- 
tle, which they embraced in their turns. 
He likewiſe perceived, at ſome diſtance, 
from them, a lady and gentleman tied 
to trees; and a little farther, a chaiſe 
with two mules richly capariſoned. He 
gueſſed at once, that the men were rob- 
bers; and their diſcourſe, which he 
overheard, aſſured him that he was not 
miſtaken in his conjecture. The four 
banditti exprefſed an equal deſire of 
poſſeſſing the lady who had fallen into 
their hands, and talked of caſting lots 


for her. Lamela having fully informed 


himſelf of the matter, rejoined us, and 
made a faithful report of what he had 
ieen and heard. 

Upon which Alphonſo ſaid, Gentle- 
© men, that lady and cavalier, whom 
the robbers have bound to trees, are 
perhaps perſons of the firſt quality; 
and ſhall we ſuffer them to fall victims 
to the barbarity and brutality of 
« thieves ? Take my advice; let us at-. 
* tack thete banditti, and put them all 
to death.'—* With all my heart,” ſaid 
Don Raphael; I am as ready to do a 
© good as a bad action.“ Ambrofe, on 
his part, ſignified his willingneſs to 
lend a hand to ſuch a laudable enter- 
prize; for which,” ſaid he, I foreſee 
we ſhall be well recompenſed.* I 
dare likewiſe affirm, that on this occa- 
ſion I was not at all afraid of the dan- 

er; and that no knight-errant ever 
ewed more readineſs to ſuccour dam- 
ſels indiſtreſs. But, not to conceal the 
truth, the danger was not great: for 
Lamela having reported that the arms 


. ef the robbers were all in a heap at the 


| 


i. 


* 
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diſtance of ten or twelve paces from 
them, it was no difficult matter for us 
to execute our, deſign. We tied our 
horſe to a tree, and approached, as 
gently as poiſible, the place where they 
were talking with great warmth; and 
making a noiſe that helped us to ſur- 
prize them, we made ourſelves maſ- 
ters of their arms, before we were 
diſcovered; then firing a volley upon 
them, ſtretched them all breathleſs on 
the ſpot. 
During this execution, the light go- 
ing out, we remained in darkneſs ; but 
for all that, did not delay to untie 
the man and woman, who were ſo much 
engroſſed by their fear, that they had 
not power to thank us for what we 
had done in their behalf. It is true, 
indeed, they did not as yet know whe- 
ther to look upon us as their deliver- 
ers, or as a new troop of banditti, who 
had not reſcued them from the others 
with any intention to uſe them better : 
but we encouraged them, by proteſting 
that we would conduct them to an inn, 
which Ambroſe affirmed was not more 
than half a league from thence; and 
that they might there take all neceſſary 
precautions for their ſecurity, in going 
whither their affairs called them. After 
this aſſurance, with which they ſeemed 
very well ſatisfied, we replaced them in 
their Chaiſe, and brought them out of 
the wood, leading the mules by the 
bridle. Our anchorites afterwards ex- 
amined the pockets of the vanquiſhed, 
took care of Don phages. horſe, ſe- 
cured thoſe that belongedto the thieves, 
which we found tied to trees near the 
feld of battle; and carrying them all 
off, followed brother Anthony, who 
mounted one of the mules, in order 
to guide the chaiſe to the inn; at 
which, however, we did not arrive in 
leſs time than two hours, although he 
had aſſured us that it was not far from 


the wood. 


Every body in the houſe being a-bed, 
we knocked loudly at the door; upon 
which the landlord and his wife got up 
in a hurry, and were not ſorry to ſee 
their reft interrupted by the arrival of 
an equipage, which they thought would 
have ſpent more money than it did. 
The whole inn was lighted in a moment; 
Don Alphonſo and the illuſtrious ſon 
of Lucinda offered their hands to hel 
the cavalier and lady out of. the chaiſe 
and even ſerved them as uſhers to the 
chamber whither the. landlord con- 
ducted them. There a great many 


compliments paſſed; and we were not a 


little 
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little aſtoniſhed, when we underſtood it 
| was the Count de Polan himſelf, and 
his daughter Seraphina, whom we had 
delivered. It is impoſſible to deſcribe 
the ſurprize of that lady, as well as of 
Don Alphonſo, when they recallected 
each other. The count took no notice 
of it, ſo much was he otherwiſe en- 
groſſed, in recounting to us in what 
manner the robbers had attacked him; 
and how they had ſeized his daughter 
and him, after having killed his poſti- 
hon, page, and valet de chambre: he 
1 with telling us, that he had a 
deep ſenſe of the * ne lay under 
tous; and if we would come to him at 
Toledo, where he ſhould be in a month 
we ſhould ſee whether or not he was 
ungrateful. 

Nor did the daughter of this noble- 
man forget to thank us for her happy 
deliverance : and as Raphael and I 


imagined we ſhould pleaſe Don Al- 
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I 
phonſo, by giving him an opportunit 
of talking a moment in private wit 
that young widow, we gratified his de- 
fire, by amuſing the Count de Polan, 
Fair Seraphina !* faid Don Alphonſo 
to the lady, in a low voice, I will no 
© longer complain of the fate that com- 
« pels me to live like a man baniſhed 
6 from civil ſociety, ſince I have been 
* fo happy as to contribute to the im- 
portant ſervice which you have re- 
ceived.—“ How! anſwered ſhe, ſigh- 
ing, * is it you who have ſaved my life 
* and honour? Is it to you that my fa- 
ther and I are ſo much indebted? Ah, 
Don Alphonſo! why did you kill my 
brother?“ She ſaid no more: but he 
eaſily perceived by theſe words, and the 
tone in which they were pronounced, 
that if he was violently in love with 
Seraphina, ſhe was no leſs enamoured 
of him. 
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BOOK V. 


)\ 
CHAP: 1 


The conduct of Gil Blas and his compænions, 
after they quitted the. Count de Polan. 
he important project which Ambroſe 
formed; and the manner in which it was 
executed. | 


HE Count de Polan having ſpent 

one half of the night in thanking 
and afſuring us that we might depend 
upon his gratitude, called the landlord, 
in order to conſult with him about the 
means of getting in ſafety. to Turis, 
whither he deiigned to go, We left 
that nobleman to take his meaſures ac- 
cordingly; and, departing from the 
inn, followed the road that Lamela was 
pleaſed to chuſe. : 

After having travelled two hours, 
day furprized us near Campelio; upon 
which we immediately betook ourſelves 
to the mountains which are between 
that village and Requena, and there 
paſſed the day in repoſing ourſelves, and 
counting our finances, which were a 

ood deal increaſed by the money of 


the robbers; for above three hundred 


piſtoles were found in their pockets. 
As ſoon as it was dark, we ſet forward 
again, and next morning entered the 
kingdom of Valencia. We retired to 


| the firſt wood that preſented itſelf to 


our view, and puſhing a good way into 
it, arrived at a place throngh which a 
rivulet of cryſtalline water gently glided 
in it's way to join the ſtreags of the 
Guadalaviar.* The ſhade projected by 
the trees, and the graſs which the place 
afforded in abundance to our horſes, 
would have determined us to halt here, 
even if we had not been reſolved upon 
it before. We alighted, therefore, and 
prepared to paſs the day very agreeably;z 
ut, when we went to breakfaſt, found 
very little proviſion left. We began to 
want bread, and our bo:tle was become 
a body without a ſoul. Gentlemen,* 
laid Ambroſe, the moſt charming re- 
* treats are but diſagreeable without 
Bacchus and Cergs ; our proviſion 
muſt be renewed ; I will for that pur- 
« pole go to Xelva, an handſome town 
not above two leagues from hence; ſo 
* that the journey will ſoon be finiſhed.” 
So ſaying, he fixed the bottle and havre- 
ſack on one of the horſes, and mounting 
a-top of them, went out of the wood 
with a diſpatch that promiſed a ſpeedy 
return, 
He did not come back, however, ſo 
ſoon as we expected; more than half 
of the day elapled, and night was ready 


* The Guadalayiar, a river of Spain, riſes og the confines of Arragon and New Caftile ; | 


and, after a tbuth-calt couple through Valeacia, * into the ſea below the city of that 
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to cover the trees with her ſooty wings, 
when we beheld our purveyor, whoſe 
ſtay had begun to give us ſome uneali- 
neſs, He exceeded our expectation by 


the quantity of things with which he re- 


turned loaded : he brought not only the 
Jeathern bottle filled with excellent 
wine, and the knapſack crammed with 
bread and all forts of roaſted veniſon, 
but alſo a great bundle of cloth, which 
we obſerved with a great deal of atten- 
tion. He perceived our admiration, and 
ſaid with a ſmile, I defy Don Raphael, 
£ and all the world together, to gueſs 
* why I have purchaſed theſe things.” 
Saying theſe words, he looſed the bun- 
dle, to ſhew the particulars of what we 
had obſerved in the groſs. He diſplayed 
a cloak, and a very long black robe; 
two doublets with their hole; one of 
thoſe inkhorns which are compoſed of 
two pieces tied together by a {tring, the 
horn of which is ſeparated from the 
pen-caſe; a quire of fine white paper; 
and a padlock, with a large ſeal, and 
green wax; and when he had exhibited 
his whole purchaſe, Don Raphael faid 
to him in a jocular way, Egad, Mr. 
* Ambroſe, it muſt be conteſſed you 
have made a fine bargain ! What uſe, 
« if you pleaſe, do you intend to make 
*of it ?—* An admirable one!” rephed 
Lamela : * all theſe things have coſt me 
© but ten goubloons; and 1 am per- 
© ſuaded.. Sat they will bring us in more 
© than five hundred; you may depend 
© upon it, I am none of thoſe who en- 
© cumber themſelves with uſeleſs effects; 
and to convince you that I did not buy 
« all this like a fool, I will communicate 
a the project I have formed. 

Having furniſhed myſelfwith bread,” 
added he, I went into a coouk's ſhop, 
© where I ordered lix partridges, as 
© many pullets and young rabbits, to be 
© put to the fire; and while they were 
* doing, a man came into the ſhop in a 
© rage, and loudly complaining of the 
behaviour of a merchant in town, ſaid 
* to the cook, By St. Jagol Samuel 
« Simon is the moſt ridiculous mer- 
« chant in Xelva ; he has affronted me 
« in the open ſhop: the covetous wretch 
„would not give me credit for fix ells 
« of cloth, though he knows very well 
« that I am a reſponſable tradeſman, 
« and that he can loſe nothing by me. 
« Js not he a ſtrange animal? He ſell> 
« willingly on credit to people of qua- 


& Jity, and had rather venture with 


„them, than oblige an honeſt citizen 
« without any riſque. Was there ever 
«{\ich maineſs? Damned Jew 1 would 


* he were taken in! My wich will be 
one day accompliſhed. There are 
„ merchants enough of my opinion.“ 

Hearing the tradeſman ſpeak in this 
manner, and ſay a great many other 
* things of the ſame nature, I had a 
* certain forewarning that I ſhould cheat 
© this Samuel Simon. © Friend,” ſaid 
I to the man who complained, *©* what 
is the Character of this perſon whom 
„you mention?“ A very bad one,” 
* anſwered he haſtily; “ I aſſure you 
** he is a rank uſurer, though he affects 
the manners of a benevolent man. 
*« He was a Jew, and turned Catholick ; 
but, in his heart, he is ſtill as much a 
* Jew as ever Pilate was; for they ſay 
© he abjurcd for intereſt.” 

] lent an attentive ear to all the 
© diſcourſe of the tradeſman, and did 
© not fail, when I came out of the cook's 
* ſhop, to enquire for Samuel Simon's 
© houſe. A perſon ſhewed it to me: I 
* ſurveyed his ſhop; examined every 
thing; and my imagination, ready at 
© a call, ſketched out a ſtratagem which 
© I digeſted, and which appeared wor- 
* thy of the valet of Signior Gil Blas. 
went to a broker's, where I bought 
«© theſe cloaths; one ſuit for acting an 
© inquiſitor, another to repreſent a ſcri- 
vener, and the third for playing the 
part of an alyuaz1l.” 

Ah, my dear Ambroſe l' cried Don 
Raphael, interrupting him, in a tran\- 
port of joy; * what a wonderful idea! 
* what a glorious plan! I am jealous of 
© the invention; and would willingly 
© give up the greateſt ſtrokes of my life, 
© to be thought the author of ſuch a 
happy ſcheme! Yes, Lamel-,* added 
he, * 1 ſee all the richnels of thy deſign, 
the execution of which ought to give 
© thee no uneaſineſs. Thou haſt occa- 
* lion for two good actors to ſecond 
thee, and they are already found. 
Thou, who hait the air of a devotee, 
will act the inquifitor very wells Iwill 
« repreſent the ſecretary; and Signior 
* Gil Blas, if he pleales, ſhall play the 
« part of an alguazil. Thus,' continued 
he, are the cues diſtributed : to-morrow 
* we will act the piece, and FI anſwer 
* ſor it's ſucceſs, unleſs ſome of thoſe 
© unlucky accidents happen, which con- 
found the beſt-concerted deſigns.“ 

I conceived as yet but very confuſedly 
the project which, Dan Raphael liked fo 
much; but the whole was explained ta. 
me at ſupper, and the trick ſeemed in- 
-enious. After having diſpatched part 
of our veniſon, and made our leathera 
bottle uadergo a copious evacuation, we 

ſtretched 
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ſtretched ourſelves upon the graſs, and 
were aſleep in a very ſhort time. Get 
© up, get up! cried Signior Ambrole, 
at day- break; people who have great 
*enterprizes to execute, ought not to 
© be lazy.'*—* Deuce take you, Mr. In- 
4 quiſitor!' ſaid Don Raphael, waking ; 
© how alert you are | that bodes no good 
© to Mr. Simun,'—* I grant it,“ replied 
Lamela ; and will moreoyer tell you, 
I dreamed this night, that 1 plucked 
© the hairs from his beard : is not that 
© a villainous dream for him, Mr. Se- 
« cretary ?* Theſe jokes were followed 
by a thouſand more, which put us all 
in good- humour: we made a cheerful 
breakfaſt. and then prepared for acting 
our ſeveral parts. Ambroſe put on the 
long gown and cloak, which gave him 
all the air of a commiſlary ot the Holy 
Office : -Don Raphael and I dreſſed our- 
ſelves likewiſe, ſo as to bear a pretty 
good reſemblance to a ſecretary and 
alguazil, We employed a good deal of 
time in diſguiliag ourſelves ; and it was 
paſt two o'clock in the afternoon when 
we quitted the wood, and ſet out for 
Xelva. It is true, indeed, we were in 
no hurry, as our comedy would not 
begin before the twilight : we therefore 
went at a very flow pace, and ſtopping 
at the cuy-gate, waited there till night. 

As ſoon as it was dark, we left our 
horſes in this place to the care ot Don 
Alphonſo, who was very glad that he 
had no other part to pertorm. Don 
- Raphael, Ambroſe, and I, went im- 
mediately into a publican's in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and Mr. Inquiſitor going 
foremoſt, ſaid to the landlord with great 
gravity, * Maſter, I want to talk with 
© you in private.“ The landlord car- 
ried us into a parlour, where Lamela 
finding him alone with us, faid, *1 am 
* commilſary of the Holy Office, come 
© hither upon a very important affair.” 
At theſe words, the publican grew pale, 
and replied with a fauitering voice, that 
he hoped he had given no cauſe of com- 
plaint to the Holy Inquiſition: There- 
© fore," replied Ambroſe, it has no 
© intention to give you any trouble: 
God forbid that, too prompt to puniſh, 
it ſhould confound innocence with guilt! 
© it is ſevere, but always juſt : in a word, 
© one muſt deſerve at's chaſtiſements be- 
fore he feels them. It was not you 
© who brought me to Xelva, but a cer- 


« tain merchant, called Samuel Simon, 


of whom we have received a very bad 
report: it is ſaid that he is (till a Jew, 
and embraced Chriſtianity through 


© motives purely carnal, I order you, 
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* therefore, in the name of the Holy 
* Office, to tell me what you know of 
* that man, Beware of ex. uſing him, 
* on account of his being your neigh- 
* bour, and perhaps your friend; for 
* I declare, if I perceive in your evi- 
* dence the leaſt reſerve, you yourſelf _ 
* are a Joſt man.—Come, ſecretary,” 
added he, turning io Raphael, do your 
duty.“ | 

Mr. Secretary, who already had his 
paper and inkhorn in his hand, fat 

down at a table, and preparcd, with the 
moſt ſerious air in the world, to write 
the depolition of the landlord ; who, on 
his part, proteſted that he would not 
betray the truth. Well then,“ ſaid the 
commiſſary-inquiſitor to him, let us 
begin: anſwer only to my queſtions ; 
*I aſk no more. Do you ſee Samuel 
Simon frequent the church? —“ It is 
* what I have not obſerved,” ſaid the 
« publican; * I don't remember to have 
© ſeen him at church.“ Good!” cried 
the inquiſitor. Write, © that he is never 
© ſeen at church,'—* I don't ſay ſa, Mr. 
 Commiſſary,” replied the landlord ; 
I only ſay, that 1 never ſaw him there: 
* he may be in the ſame church with 
* me, though 1 don't perceive him. 
Friend,“ faid Lamela, you forget 
that you muſt not, in your examina- 
© tion, excuſe Sammnel Simon: 1 have 
* told you the conſequences of it. You 
© muſt mention only thoſe things that 
* are againſt him, and not one word in 
© his favour.— If that be the caſe, 
© Signior Licent'ate,” reſumed the land - 
lord, you can't reap much from m 

depoſition; I am not acquainted with 
© the merchant in queſtion, therefore 
© can ſay neither good nor ill of him; 
© but if you want to know how he 
© lives in his own family, I will go and 
© call Gaſpard his prentice, whom you 
may interrogate: he comes here ſome- 
© times, to make merry with his friends; 

*and fuch a tongue! he will diſcover 
© the whole life and converſation of his 
« maſter; and, I warrant it, find em- 
* ployment enough for your ſecretary.? 

* I like your frankneis,' faid Ambroſe, 
© and you ſhew your zeal for the Holy 
Office, by informing me of a man ac- 

-« quainted with the morals of Simon. I. 
© will report you to the inquiſitian. 
© Make haſte, then, ' continued he, and 
bring hither that ſame Gaſpard whom 
you mention. But do things dif- 
* creetly, that his maſter may have no 
ſuſpicion of what paſſes.“ The pub- 
lican acquitted himſelf of his com- 


miſſion with great ſecreſy and dili- 
N gence, 
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gence, and brought along with him the 
merchant's prentice, who was juſt ſuch 
a talkative young fellow as we wanted. 
Welcome, child,” ſaid Lamela to him; 
« ou lee, in me, an inquiſitor nominated 
« by the Holy Office to take information 
« againſt Samuel Simon, who is accuſed 
© of Judaiſm. You live with him, and 
of conſequence are witneſs to the 
« omen part of his behaviour. I be- 
« lieve it is unneceſſary to advertiſe you 
of the obligation you are under te de- 
6 clare all that you know of him, when 
© T order you to do fo in the name of 
© the Holy Inquiſition.'—* Signior Li- 
«<centiate,* repl;ed the young man, Ian 
very ready to ſatisfy you on that head, 
« without being commanded in the name 
of the Holy Office. If my maſter was 
© to take me for his text, I am perſuaded 
* that he would not ſpare me; I will 
© therefore deal as plainly with him, and 
« tell you, in the firſt place, that he is a 
£ cloſe hunks, whoſe true ſentiments it 
js impoſſible to diſcover; one who 
« affects all the exteriors of a holy man, 
© but has not one ſcruple of virtue at 
© bottom. He goes every evening to 
the houſe of a fate Abigail. —“ Il am 
glad to hear that," ſaid Ambroſe, in- 
terrupting him; * and I fee, by what 
« you ſay, that he is a man of bad 
* morals: but, anſwer preciſely to the 
4 queſtions I am going to aſk, I am 
«© particularly enjoined to learn what 
© are his ſentiments with reſpect to re- 
© ligton. Tell me, do yon eat pork in 
© your houſe ?*—* 1 don't think,” replied 
Gaſpard, * that we have ate of it twice 
during the whole year that I have 
© lived with ham.'—* Very well,” rea 
ſumed maſter-inquiſitor; * write, ſe— 
«© cretary, that pork is never eaten in 
© the houſe of Samucl Simon. But, to 
make amends for that,“ continued he, 
© you doubtleſs eat lamb ſometimes. %— 
« Yes, ſometimes,” replied the prentice, 
«we have ſome; for example, laſt 
Eaſter.—“ A lucky epocha!” rried the 
commilſary. * Write, ſecretary, that 
Simon keeps the paſſover. This goes 
* on excellently welll and, methinks we 
© have received good intelligence. 

* Beſides, you mult tell me, friend,” 
added Lamela, * if you have never ſeen 
* your maſter careſs little children,'— 
A thouſand times,“ replied Gaſpard ; 
« when he ſees little boys paſs by his 
«* ſhop, if they are at all handſome, he 
© ſtops and fondles them. —“ Write, 
Mr. Secretary,“ ſaid the inquiſitor, 
interrupting him, * that Samuel Simon 


«is violently ſuſpected of decoying | 


* 


** * 
— — 


* Chriſtian children into his houſe, in 
© order to cut their throats. A fine 
proſelyte, indeed I—Oh, ho! Mr. Si- 
© mon, yon ſhall have to do with the 
Holy Office, take my word for it ! you 
* muſt not imagine that you will be 
© allowed to make your barbarovs ſacri- 
* fices with imputrkity, —Courage ! zea- 
© lous Gaſpard,? ſaid he to the prentice ; 
* declare all that you know of the mat 
*ter; and give us to underſtand, that 
* this falſe Catholick is more attached 


| © than ever to the Jewiſh cuſtoms and 


© ceremonies, Does not he ſpend one 
© day of the week in total inaction f?— 
* No,* anſwer Gaſpard, * I have not 
© obſerved that: 1 only perceive that 
© on ſome days he ſhuts himſelf up in 
his cloſet, where he remains a long 
« time.*'—* Ah, hal cried the com- 
miſſary ; he keeps the ſabbath, as ſure 
© as 1 am an inquiſitor. Mark, fecre- 
© tary, mark that he religiouſly obſerves 
the faſt of the ſabbath.—Ah1 the abo- 

© minable wretch1 I have only one thin 
more to aſk. Does not he ſpeak alſo 
© of Jeruſalem P?——* Very often,“ re- 
plied the young man; © he relates to us 
the hiſtory of the Jews, and in what 
* manner the temple of Jeruſalem was 
dg eſtroyed.—“ Right!“ ſaid Ambroſe. 
Mr. Secretary, let not this piece of 
* intelligence eſcape you: write, in large 
characters, that Samuel Simon breathes 
© nothing but the reſtoration of the 
* temple; and that he meditates night 
* and day the re-e{tahliſhment of his 
© nation, I do not want to know any 
more; therefore, it is needleſs to atk 
© any other queſtions : what the truſty 
* Gaſpard has depoſed, is enough to 
* bring a whole ſynagogue to the ſtake.” 
Mr. Commitlary of the Holy Office 
having interrogated the prentics in this 
manner, told him he might retire; but 
ordered him, in the name of the Holy 
Inq-16tion, to conccal from his maſter 
every tittle of what had paſſed. Gaſpard 
having gromiſed to obey, took his leave; 
and we did not tarry long after he went 
out, but leaving the publick-houſe as 
gravely as we had entered, went and 
knocked at the door of Samuel Simon, 
who opened it with his own hand; and 
it he was aſtoniſhed to fee three ſuch 
figures as we were, he was much more 
ſo when Lamela, being ſpokeſman, ſaid 
to him, with an imperious tone, Mr, 
Samuel, I command you, in the name 
© of the Holy Inquiſition, of which I 
have the honour to be commiſſary, to 
deliver into my hand, this inſtant, the 
* key of yaur cloſet; I want to ſee if 
I cannot 


GIL BLAS OF SAN; 


— —— 


1LLANE. - 178. 


I cannot find ſomething to juſtify the | 


informations which have been preſent. 
© ed to us againſt you.“ ; 
The merchant, confounded at theſe 


words, reeled two ſteps backward, as 


if he had received a blow on the ſto. 
mach. Far from ſuſpecting us of any 
trick, he believed implicitly that ſome 
ſecret enemy wanted to ſubject him to 
the ſuſpicion of the ny Office ; per- 
haps too, knowing himſelt to be no good 
Catholick, he had cauſe to be afraid of 
an information. Be that as it will, I 
never ſaw a man more diſconcerted : he 
obeyed without reſiſtance, and opened 
his cloſet, with all the reſpect that a 
man could ſhew, who was in terror of 
the inquiſition. At leaſt,“ ſaid Am- 
broſe, while he went in, * at leaſt, you 
© receive the orders of the Holy Office 
© without contumacy. But, added he, 
* retire into another room, and leave 
me at liberty to perform my function.“ 
Samuel was as obedient to this order as 
to the firſt : he remained in his ſhop, 
while we three entered his cloſet, and 
began to ſearch for his caſh, which we 
eaſily found; for it was in an open coffer, 
and in much greater quantity than we 
could carry oft, coaliine of a great 
number of bags piled upon one another ; 
but the whole in filver. We ſhould have 
liked gold better; but things being as 
they were, we were fain to accommodate 
ourſelves to neceſſity, and fill our pock- 
ets with ducats. We ſtuffed our breeches 
with them, and crammed them into 
every other part which we judged pro- 
per to conceal them. In ſhort, we were 

Ls laden, though our cargo did not 
appear; and this was owing to the ad- 
dreſs of Ambroſe and Don Raphad, 
who, by their behaviour on this occa- 
ſion, let me ſee that there is nothing like 
one's being maſter of his trade, 

After having done our buſineſs ſo 
ſucceſsſully, we came out of the cloſer; 
and, for a reaſon that the reader will 
ealily gueſs, Mr. Inquiſitor took out his 
padlock, and fixed it to the door with 
55 own hand; then applying the ſeal, 
' faid to Simon, Mr. Samuel, 1 forbid 
© you, in the name of the Holy Inqui- 
« ſition, to touch this padlock, as well 
vas the ſeal, which you are bound to 

reſpe&, ſince it is the true ſeal of the 
Holy Office. I will return at the ſame 
hour to-morrow, in order to take it 
off, and bring farther orders for you.” 
So ſaying, he made him open the ſtreet. 
door, through which we joyfully paſſed, 


| 


| 


with ſuch ſpeed and nimbleneſa, that 
we ſcarce touched the ground, notwith- 
ſtanding the burdens which we carried. 
We ſoon got out of town; and re- 
mounting our horſes, puſhed towards 
Segorba, giving thanks to the god Mer- 
cury for ſuch an happy event. 56 


CHAP. II. 


Tue e which Don Alphonſo and Gil 
as formed after this adventure. 


E travelled all night according to 

our laudable cuſtom, and found 
ourſelves, at break of day, near a little 
village two leagues from Segorba, As 
we were all fatigued, we willingly quit- 
ted the highway, to get among ſome 
willows, which we perceived at the bot. 
tom of a little hill, ten or twelve hun- 
dred paces from the village, in which 
we did not think proper to ſtop. We 
found that the willows yielded an agree- 


able ſhade, being watered by a ſmall ri- 


vulet ; and the place ſniting our taſte, 
we reſolved to ſpend 'the day in it, 
Alighting, therefore, we unbridled our 
hories to let them feed, and lay down 
upon the graſs, where we took a little 
repoſe. We then emptied our knapſack 
and leathern bottle, and having made 
a plentiful breakfaſt, - counted all the 
money which we had taken from Samuel 
Simon, and which amounted to three 
thoufand ducais; ſo that, with this ſum, 
and what we had before, we might have 
boaſted of having a pretty good ſtock. 
As it was neceſſary for ſome of us 
to go and buy proviſion, Ambroſe and, 
Don Raphael having quitted their dreſs 
of inquiſitor and ſecretary, faid that 
they would take that charge upon them- 
ſelves ; that the adventure at Xelva had 
only whetred their b that they 
longed to be at Segorba, to ſee if ſome 
occaſhon would not offer of ſtriking a 
new ſtroke. * You have nothing to do,“ 
added the fon of Lucinda, „ but wait 
© for us under theſe willows; we will 
© not tarry, but rejoin you in a very 
© ſhort time.*—* Signior Don Raphael,“ 
cried I, laughing, * bid us rather wait 
© for vou till doomſday ; if you leave us 
now, I believe we need not expect to. 
© ſee yon ſooner.'—* We are affronted 
© by your ſuſpicion,* replied Signior 
Ambroſe; but we deſerve it at your 
© hands : your diſtruſt is excuſable, af- 
© ter what we did at Valladolid; and 
© we cannot blame you for thinking that 
© we will make no more ropes of for- 
* ſaking you, than of abandoning our 


one aſter another. When we had gone 
about fifty yards, we began to walk | * comrades in that city: but, however, 
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you are miſtaken. The confederates 
* from whoſe company we withdrew, 
« were xx of very bad character, 
and their ſociety began to grow in- 
© ſupportable. We muſt do juſtice to 


© people of our profeſſion, by affirmin 


© that there ate no aſſociates in civil life 
« leſs divided by intereſt than they; but 
© when there is not a conformity of in- 
* chnations among them, their good un- 
* derſtanding may be broke, as well as 
© that of the reſt of mankind. © Where- 
© fore Signior Gil Blas, added Lamela, 
we beg that you and Don Alphonſo 
© will have a little more confidence in 
us; and let not the defire of Don Ra- 
© phae] and me to go to Segorba, give 
you the leaſt uneaineſs.” 

© It is an eaſy matter,“ ſaid the ſon 
of Lucinda,“ to rid them of all cauſe 
of anxiety : let them remain maſters of 
© the caſh, and then they will have, in 
their own hands, good ſecurity for our 
return. —You ſee, Signior Gil Blas,” 
added he, that we come to the point 
* at once, You ſhall have pledges in 
your hands, and I can aſſure you that 
© Ambroſe and I will ſet out without 
© the leaſt apprehenſion of your giving 
us the ſlip. After fuch a certain mar 
of our fidelity, won't you truſt entirely 
to our promiſe ?'—* Yes, gentlemen,” 
faid I; * and you may now dv what you 
* pleaſe.* They departed immediately 


with the leathern bottle and knapfack, 


leaving me under the willows with Don 
Alphonſo ; who, after they were gone, 
faid to me, * Signior Gil Blas, 1 muſt 
© diſcloſe my ſentiments to you. I up- 
© braid myſelf with having had the 
* complaiſance to come ſo far with two 
© ſharpers: you cannot imagine how of- 
ten I have repented of this my con- 
© duct. Yeſterday, while I took care of 
© the horles, I made a thouſand morti- 
© fying reflections : I conſidered that it 
ill became a young man, who has 
* principles of honour, to live with ſuch 
* wicked wretches as Don Raphael and 
* Lamela; that if unluckily, one day, 
* which may not be far off, a trick ſhould 
© miſcarry, by which we ſhould fall into 
© the hands of juſtice, I ſhall be ſhame. 
* fully puniſhed with them as a thief, 
* and undergo the moſt infamous chaſ- 
© tiſement. Theſe images inceſſantly 
© occur to my fancy; and I own [I have 
« reſolved, that I may no longer be an 
* accomplice of their miſdemeanors, to 
© ſeparate from them for ever. I don't 
«© believe,' continued he, that you will 
© diſapprove of my deſigu.— No, I'll 


2» 
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* 


— 


| 


_ 


| * indemnify Samuel Simon.“ 


* aſſure you,“ anſwered I ; © though you 
have {een me act the part of an algua- 
* Zil, in the comedy of Samuel Simon, 
don't imagine that theſe ſort of pieces 
© are to my taſte, I take Heaven to wit- 


© neſs, that while 1 played ſuch a fine 


part, I ſaid within myſelf, ** In faith, 
& Mr. Gil Blas, if Juſtice ſhould come 
„ now and ſeize you by the collar, 
* you would richly deſerve the falary 
„ which ſhe would beſtow !'? I feel my- 
« ſelf, therefore, no more diſpoſed than 
© you, Signior Don Alphonſo, to remain 
© longer in ſuch good company; and 
if you will give me leave, I will ac- 
* company you. When the gentlemen 
© return, we will demand our ſhare of 
* the finances, and to-morrow morning, 
* or this very night, bid them an eter- 
© nal adieu.“ 

The beautiful Seraphina's lover ap- 
proved of my propoſal : Let us,” faid 
he, get into Valencia, and embark for 
* Italy, where we may engage in the 
Venetian ſervice. Is it not better to 
carry arms, than lead this baſe guilty 
© life? we ſhall be even in a condition 
* to make a pretty good figure with the 
* money which we 2 not that I can 
* uſe ſuch ill- gotten wealth without re- 
* morſe; but, beſides that I am com- 
« pelled by neceſſity, if ever I make the 
© leaſt fortune in war, I ſwear 1 will 
I aſſured 
Don Alphonſo that I entertained the 
ſame fentiments ; and, in ſhort, we re- 
ſolved to leave our comrades next 
morning before day. We had not the 
leaſt temptation to profit by their ab- 
ſence, that is, to decamp inimediately 
with the caſu: the confidence they had 
ſhewn, in leaving us maſters of the mo- 
ney, did not permit us to harbour ſuch 
a thought. . 

Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned 
from Segorba in the evening ; 'and the 
firſt thing they told us was, that their 
journey had been proſperaus; that they 
had laid the foundation of a ſtratagem, 
which in all-likelihood would be more 
advantageous than the laſt, Accord- 
ingly the ſon of Lucinda was going to - 
inform us of the particulars, when 
Don Alphonſo declared his reſolution 
to leave them ; and let them know that 
I had the ſame intention. They uſed 
all their endeavours, in vain, to engage 
us to accompany them in their expedi- 
tion ; ſo we took leave of them next 
day, after having made an equal parti- 
tion of the money, and proceeded on 


| 


our way to Valencia, Aa 
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C HAP. III. A 

After what diſagreeable incident Don Al- 
» phonſo found his wiſhes fulfilled ; and y 

what adventure Gil Blas, of a ſudden, ſaw 
 hamelf in a happy ſituation. 
WE puſhed forward cheerfully, as 

far as Bunol; where, ustortu- 
nately, bein N to halt, Don Al- 
phonſo fell fick of a high fever, with 
violent paroxyſms, which made me a- 
fraid of his life. Luckily there was no 
phyſician in the place, and I was quit for 
my fear : he was out of danger at the 
end of three days, and my care helped 
to re-eſtabliſh his health. He ſhewed 
himſelf very ſenſible of what I had done 
for him; and as we felt a reciprocal 
kindneſs for one another, we ſwore an 
eternal friendſhip. 

We betook ourſelves again to the 
road, ſtill reſolved, when we ſhould 
arrive at Valencia, to take the firſt op- 
24 of a paſſage into Italy: but 

eaven diſpoſed of us otherwiſe. See- 
ing a number of peaſants, of both ſexes, 
dancing in a circle, and making merry, 
before the gate of a fine caſtle, we ap- 

roached to behold their mirth ; and 

on Alphonſo expected nothing leſs 
than the ſurprize with which he was 
ſeized all of a ſudden. He perceived 
the Baron de Steinbach ; who no ſooner 
knew him again, than he ran to him 
with open arms, ſaying, in.a tranſport 
of joy, Ah, Don Alphonſo! is it you! 
* what an agreeable rencounter is this! 
While enquiry is made after you all 
* over the kingdom, chance preſents 
« you to my view.“ 

My companion, alighting immediately, 
ran and embraced the baron, whoſe joy 
ſeemed immoderate. Come, ay tou,” 


ſaid the good old man to hm, you 


„will now know who you are, and en- 
joy the moſt perfect happigeſs.” 80 
laying, he carried him into the caffle,. 
which I likewiſe entered along with 
them; for while they embraced one 
another, I had alighted, and tied our 
horſes to a tree, The maſter of the 
caſtle was the firſt perſon whom we met. 
He was a man of about fifty years of 

e, and of a very engaging aſpect : 
« Signior,* ſaid the Baron de Steinbach, 
preſenting Don Alphonſo to him, be- 
© hold your ſon!* At theſe words, Don 
Cæſar de Leyva (ſo was the maſter of 
the caſtle called) threw his arms about 
Don Alphonſo's neck, and weeping with 
Joy, My dear ſon,* ſaid he, you ſee 
in me the author of your being; if I 
© have let you remain ſo long in igno- 
No. 79. | | 
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© rance of your birth, believe me, I did 
in that a cruel violence to myfelf: 1 
© have a thouſand times ſighed with for- 
© row; but I could not do otherwiſe. 1 
* married your mother through inclina- 
© tion, though ſhe was of a birth inferior 
to mine, and lived under the authority 
* of a harſh'father, who reduced me to 
the neceffity of keeping ſecret a mar- 
© riage contracted without his confent. 
The Baron de Steinbach alone was in 
my confidence, and it was in concert 
with me that he brought you up. In 
© ſhort, my father is no more, and I am 
* now at liberty to declare yon my fole 
© heir. This is not all,“ added he; you 
© ſhall be married to a young lady, whoſe 
* nobility equals  mine.'——* Sigmor,” 
cried Don Alphonſo, interrupting him, 
do not make me pay too dear for the 
© happineſs which you beſtow. Cannot 
* I know that I have the honour of being 
your ſon, without learning at the ſame 
© time that you want to make me un- 
© happy? Ah, Sir! be not more cruel 
© than your own father; who, though 
© he did not approve of your paſſion, 
© was not ſo ſevere as to force you to 
© marry.'—* Son,“ replied Don Cæſar, 
« 1 don't intend to tyrannize over your 
« affections; but be fo complaiſant as to 
* ſee the lady whom I deſtine for your 
bed; this is all I exact of your obe- 
« dience. Though ſhe is a charming 
creature, and a very advantageous 
* match for you, I promiſe not to con» 


'© ſtrain you to make her your wife. She 


© is now in the caſtle; follow me, and 
© you will own that there never was a 
© more amiable object.“ So ſaving, he 


conducted Don Alphonſo into an apart- 


ment, whither I attended them, with 


the Baron de Steinbach. 


There wan the Count de Polan, with 
his two dunghters, Seraphina and Julia, 
and Don Fernando, his ſon-in-law, who 


nephew to Don Cæſar; here were 
other ladies and gentlemen preſent alſo. 
Don Fernando, as was already obſerv- 
ed, had carried off Julia; and it was on 
the occaſion of the marriage of theſe two 
lovers that the peaſants of the neigh» 
bourhood were aſſembled to make mer- 
ry. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo appear» 
ed, and his father had preſented him to 
the company, the Count de Polan got 
up, and, running to embrace him, ſaid, 
: Welcome, my deliverer! Don Al- 
phonſo, added he, obſerve the power 
* that virtue has on generous minds: 
«if you killed my ſon, you have alſo 
© ſaved my life. I ſacrifice my reſent. 
© ment to you, and give you that Se- 
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_ © raphina whoſe honour you have pre- 


© ſerved. In this manner I acquit my- 
© ſelf of my obligation.“ The ſon of 
Don Cæſar did not fail to teſtify to the 
Count de Polan how much he was af- 
fected with his generoſity ; and I do not 
know whether he felt more joy in diſ- 
covering his birth, or in learning that 
he was to be Seraphina's huſband. In 


effect, that marriage was celebrated in 


a few days after, to the infinite ſatis- 
faction of the parties concerned. 

As 1 was alſo one of the count's de- 
liverers, that nobleman, who knew me 


again, aſſured me, he would take upon 


— —— ore — 


| 


— 


himſelf the care of making my fortune; 
but I thanked him for his generolity, 
and would not leave Don Alphonſo, 
who made me ſteward of his houſe, and 
honoured me with his confidence. — 
Scarce was he married, when the trick 
which kad been played upon Samuel 
Simon lying on his conſcience, he'ſent 
me to that merchant, with all the mo- 
ney which had been ſtolen from him. 
I went accordingly to make reſtitution ; 
and began the buſineſs of a ſteward by 
doing that which ought to be the end 
of it. | | 
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—— FFI K ; 
ow = Þ Ow” ſucceeded :-I became fteward of the fa. . 
FI mily, regulated every thing in it, re- 
The amour 1 oY” ame Lorenga ceived — from the farmers, diſ- 
28 burſed for the ex 


KDSERE WENT accordingly to 
Xelva, to make reſtituti- 
on of the three thouſand 
'\ ducats which we had ſtole 
4 from Samuel Simon ; and 
KD EDS will freely own I was 
tempted on the road to convert the mo- 
ney to my own uſe, in order to begin 
my ſtewardſhip under happy auſpices, 
This I might have done with impunity; 
for, had I travelled five or ſix days, and 
then returned, as if I had acquitted my- 
felf of my commiſſion, Don Alphonſo 
and his father would never have ſuſ- 
pected my fidelity. I did not yield, how- 
ever, to the temptation, but ſurmounted 
it like a man of honour; a victory not a 
little commendable .in a young, fellow 
who had aſſociated with great cheats. 
There are a great many who, though 
acquainted with honeſt people only, are 
not ſo ſcrupulous ; - thoſe eſpecially who 
are intruſted with ſums which they may 
keep without intereſting their reputation. 

aving made reſtitution to the mer- 
chant, who expected nothing lets, 1 re- 
turned to the caſtle of Leyva, which the 
Count de Polan having left, had ſet out 
again for Toledo, with Jalia and Don 
Fernando. I found my new maſter more 
captivated than ever with Seraphina; 
his Seraphina enchanted by hm; and 
Don Czar charmed with the poffeſſion 
of them both. 


7 


I endeavoured to gain 


the friendſhip of that tender father, and 


— 


nce of houſe- keep - 
ing, and had a deſpotick power over all 
the ſervants. But, contr to the 
uſual practice of ſtewards, I did not 
turn away thoſe domeſticks who diſ- 
pleaſed me, nor expected that the reſt 
ſhould be entirely devoted to my will : 
if they addreſſed themſelves directly to 
Don Czſar or his ſon, when they wanted 
any tavour, far from CEE 
intereſt; I always fpoke in their behalf; 
beſides, the marks of affection which 1 
every moment received from my maſters, 
inſpired me with zeal for cheir ſervice; ' 
nd I had nothing but their intereſt in 
view. There was no legerdemain in 
my adminiſtration : and I was ſuch a 
ſleward as is not every day to be met 
with. While 1 enjoyed the happineſs 
of my condition, Love, as if he had 
been jealous of what Fortune had done 
for me, had a mind that I ſhould owe 
ſome tavours to him allo; and produced 
in the heart of Dame Lorenga Sephora, 
chiet vaiting-woman to Seraphina, a 
violent inclination for maſter ſteward. 
My conqueſt (to relate things like a faith. ' 
ful hiſtorian) glanced upon her fiftieth 
year; but a ſively look, an agreeable 
countenance, and two fine eyes, which 
ſhe knew how to ule to the beſt advan- 
tage, might be ſaid to make her ſtill paſs 
lor the object of an imrigue: I could 
have wiſhed- only for a few roſes in 
her complexion, for ſhe was ' extreme. 


ly ale; a circumſtance which I did 
| not 
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not fail to attribute to the auſterity of 
celibacy. | 
The lady practiſed upon me a long 
time by looks, in which her pafſion was 
painted; but inſtead of anſwering her 
lances, I at firſt ſeemed not to perceive 
er deſign ; by which behaviour I ap- 
peared to her as a novice in gallantry, 
a diſcovery which ſhe did not diſlike. 
Imagining, therefore, that ſhe ought no 
longer to confine herſelf to the language 
of the eyes, with a young man whom 
ſhe believed to be leſs knowing than he 
was, during the very firſt converſation 
we had together, ſhe declared her ſen- 
timents in form, that I might not be 
ignorant of them for the future. This 
ſhe performed like one who had been at 
ſchool. She feigned to be diſconcerted 
while ſhe ſpoke to me; and, after hav- 
ing freely expreſſed all that ſhe had to 
ſay, hid her face, to make me. believe 
ſhe was aſhamed of letting, me ſee her 
weakneſs. There was no reſiſting ; and, 
though I was determined more by va- 
nity than inclination, 1 ſhewed myſelf 
very ſenſible of her affection; I even 


affected to be urgent; and atted the 


aſſionate lover ſo well, that I attrafted 
r reproaches. Lorenga reproved me, 
but with ſo much gentleneſs, that while 
the recommended moderation to me, ſhe 
ſeemed not at all ſorry at my want of it. 
I ſhould have puſhed things till far- 
ther, if the beloved object had not been 
afraid of giving me a bad opinion of her 
virtue, by granting me a victory too 
cheap. We — parted till ano- 
ther occaſion : Sephora, perſuaded that 
her falſe reſiſtance made me look upon 
Her as a veſtal; and I, elevated with the 
fweet hope of bringing the adventure 
Joon to a concluſion. 
Muy affairs were in this ſituation, when 
one of Don Czſar's lacquies told me a 


Piece of news which moderated my joy. 
T 


his young fellow was one of thoſe cu- 
rious domefticks, who make it their bu- 
ſineſs to diſcover- What paſſes in the fa- 
mily. As he was very aſſiduous in pay- 
ing his court to me, and regaled me 
every day with ſomething new, he came 
one morning, and told me, that he had 
made a pleaſant diſcovery, which he 
would communicate to me- on condition 
that I ſhould keep it ſecret ; becauſe it 
regarded Dame Lorenga Sephora, whoſe 
reſentment (he ſaid) he was afraid of in- 
curring. I. was too eager to hear what 


he had to ſay, not to promiſe ſecrecy ; 


but, without ſeeming to be the leaſt con- 
cerned, I aſked him, with all the indif- 


ference I could affect, what the diſco- 


| 


| 


- ——— 
very was with which he intended to en- 
tertain me. Lorenęa, ' ſaid he, every 
© evening privately admits into her a- 


© partment the ſurgeon of the village, a 


very ſtout young fellow ; and the 
rogue always remains with her a con- 
* ſiderable time. I am willing to be- 
lie ve,“ added he, with a ſatirical ſmile, 
© that this behaviour may be very inno- 
* cent ; but you muſt allow, that a young 
man, who ſlips ſo myfteriouſly_into a 
* maid's chamber, gives a handle to 


* ſcandal to be very free with her cha- - 


racter.“ | 
Although this report gave me as much 
pain as if I had been actually in love, 1 


took care to conceal my vexation; 1 


even conſtrained myſelf ſo much as to 
laugh at the news that pierced me to the 
very foul. But 1 indemnified myſelf 
for that conſtraint as ſoon as I ſaw my- 
ſelf alone. Icurſed, I ſwore, and muſed 
upon the reſolution I fhould take. 
Sometimes, deſpiſing Lorenga, I propoſ- 
ed to abandon her, without even deign- 
ing to come to an explanation with the 
coquette; and ſometimes, imaginin 

that I was bound in honour to aniſh 
the ſurgeon from the honſe, I formed 
the deſign of challenging him to ſingle 
combat : this laſt reſolution prevailed. 
I lay in ambuſh towards the evening; 
and, ſure enough, perceived my man 
enter with a myſterious air into the 
apartment of my duenna. This was 
neceſſary to ſupport my fury. I went 
out of the caſtle, and poſted myſelf on 
the road by which the gallant muſt re- 
turn: here I waited for him without 
flinching, and every moment the deſire 
of fighting with him increaſed. At 
length my enemy appeared, and I went 
forward ſome yards like a Drawcanſfir ; 
but I do not know how the devil it hap- 


N found myſelf all of a ſudden. 
e 


ized, like one of Homer's heroes, with 
an emotion of fear that arreſted my 
ſteps; and I ſtood as much confounced 
as Paris, when he preſented himſelf to 
fight Menelaus. began to conſider 
my man, who feemed itrong and vigo- 
rous; and his ſword * to be of 
an exceſſive length. All this had it's 
effect upon me; nevertheleſs, out of a 
point of honour, or otherwiſe, though I 
ſaw the danger with magnifying eyes; 
and, in ſpite of nature, which made ob- 
ſtinate forts to make me deſiſt, I had 
the boldneſs to advance towards the ſur. 
geon, and unſheath my rapier. 
Surpriſed at my action, he cried, 
© What is the matter, Mr. Gil Blas ? 
* what is the meaning of theſe demon- 
: ſirations ? 


— 
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« ftrations ? You are pleaſed to be mer- 
ry, I ſuppoſe . No, Mr. Barber,“ 1 
replied, * you are miſtaken; I am in a 
very ſerious humour, and want to 
© know whether or not you are as brave 
as gallant. You muſt not expect I will 
© let you poſſeſs in tranquillity the fa- 
© yours of the lady whom you viſit at 
«© the caſtle.— By St. Come ' ſaid 


— 


the ſurgeon, burſting into a loud laugh, 


© here is a pleaſant adventure, Egad 
© appearances are very deceitful,” From 
theſe words, imagining that he was as 
little inclinable to fight as I, I became 


more inſolent, and ſaid, * Friend, that 


© won't paſs; don't think that I will be 
« ſatisfied with a ſimple denial.'—* 1 ſee, 


then,“ anſwered he, that I ſhall be 


© obliged to ſpeak, in order to prevent 
the miſchief which might happen to you 
or me; and I muſt reveal a ſecret, 
although people of our profeſſion can- 
© not be too diſcreet. If Dame Loren- 
© ca admits me by ſtealth into her apart- 
ment, it is with a view of concealing 
© her diſtemper from the ſervants : ſhe 
has an inveterate cancer in her back, 
© which I dreſs every evening. This 
© is the cauſe of the viſits which alarm 
you; ſo that you may henceforth keep 


your heart at eaſe. Though,” added 


he, if you are not ſatisfied with this 
« declaration, but abſolutely bent upon 
© coming to points, ſpeak the word ; I 
am your man.“ So ſaying, he drew 
his long rapier, which made me ſhiver ; 
and put himſelf upon his guard; E- 


* nough,* ſaid I to him, ſheathing my 


ſword; * Iam not a brute to refuſe ro 
© hear reaſon : after what you have told 
* me, you are no longer my enemy ; let 
us embrace.“ 


At this diſcourſe, which ſnewed him 


that I was not ſuch a devil as I at firſt 
appeared to he, he laughed, put np his 
rapier, gave me his hand; and, in ſhort, 
we parted the beſt friends in the world. 

From that moment, Sephora preſent- 
ed nothing but diſagreeable ideas to my 
imagination: I avoided every opportu- 
nity ſhe gave me of converſing with her 
in private ; and that with ſuch care and 
atfectation, that ſhe perceived my diſ- 
guſt. Aſtoniſhed at ſuch a change, ſhe 
reſolved to know the cauſe; and at 


length, finding an occaſion to ſpeak to | 


me apart, Mr. Steward!* ſaid ſhe, 


* pray tell me why you avoid the fight 


of me? It is true, I made ſome advan- 
© ces, but you made ſuitable returns, 
© RecolleR, if you pleaſe, the private 


546 » St. Come was a phyſician and martyr ; therefore properly invoked by the ſurgeon. 
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* converſation we had together: you 
© was then all fire, but now you are all 
ice. What is the meaning of allthis?” 
This was a very delicate queſtion far a 
plain man; conſequently, it embarraſſed 
me not alittle, I do not remember the 
anſwer which I made; but it diſpleaſed 
very much, and that was enough. Se- 
phora, though, by her ſweet modeſt air, 
one would have taken her for a lamb, 
was a very 24. rd when her wrath pre- 
vailed. I thought,“ ſaid ſhe, dart- 
ing at me a look full of ſpite and rage, 


that I did a great deal of honour to a 


© little fellow like you, in diſcovering to 
© him thoſe ſentiments which noble ca- 
© valiers would have gloried in excit- 
© ing; but I am juſtly puniſhed for hay « 
© ing unworthily abaſed them to a 
« wretched adventurer,* Had the ſtop- 
ped here, I ſhould have thought myſelf 
cheaply quit. Her tongue, obedient to 
her fury, honoured me with an hundred 
epithets, every one more bitter than 
another. 1 ought to have heard them 
in cool blood, and reflected, that in diſ- 
daining the triumph of her virtue, which 
I had attempted, I committed a crime 
that no woman can forgive, But I was 
too paſſionate to bear reproaches, at 
which a ſenſible man, in my place, would 
have laughed; and my patience forſak- 


© not to deſpiſe any body: ifthoſe noble 
* cavaliers of whom you ſpeak, had ſeen 
your back, I am ſure their curioſity 
© would have proceeded no farther.* I 
had no ſooner uttered this repartee, than 
the furious duenna gave me the rudeſt. 
box on the ear that ever an affronted + 
woman beſtowed. I did not wait for a 
ſecond ; but, by a ſpeedy flight, avoided. 
a ſhower of blows that would certainly 
have fallen upon my carcaſe. * 
I thanked Heaven that I found my- 
ſelf extricated out of this troubleſome 
affair; and 1mggined I had nothing more 
to fear, ſince the lady had revenged her- 
ſelf. I thought that, for her own. ho- 
nour, ſhe would never mention the ad- 
venture ; and, indeed, fifteen days elap- 
led before I heard any thing of the mat- 
ter. I myſelf began to forget it, when I 
underſtood that Sephora was ill. I was 
humane enough to be afflicted at the 
news: I pitied the lady; and believin 
that not being able to overcome a — 
ſton ſo ill requited, ſhe had fallen a vic- 
tim to her unhappy love, I reflected with . 


| ſorrow that I was the cauſe of her in- 
diſpoſition, and at leaſt lamented the, 


duenna, 


ing me, Madam,“ faid I, we ought - 
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duenna, if I could not love her. 
much was I miſtaken in my opinion ! 
her t@&derneſs changed into hate; and, 
at that time, her whole ſtudy was to do 
me miſchief. | 
One morning, being alone with Don 
Alphonſo, and ob'erving that young 
gentleman 122 and ſad, I begged, in 
a reſpectful manner, to know the cauſe. 
© I am Chagrined,” ſaid he, * to find Se- 
© raphina weak, ungrateful, and unjuſt. 
pang Wear, ung L 
* You are aſtoniſhed at this informa- 
tion,“ added he, perceiving that I liſ- 
tened with ſurprize ; © and yet nothing 
is more true. I don't know what cauſe 
6 you may have given Dame Lorena to 
© hate you; but you are aſſuredly be- 
© come ſo odious to her, that if you don't 
. © leave the caſtle with the utmoſt diſ- 
© patch, her death, ſhe ſays, will be in- 
© evitable. You ought not to doubt 
that Seraphina, who has a regard for 
* you, at firſt revolted againſt a hate 
* which ſhe could not gratify without in- 
© juſtice and ingratitude. But in ſhort, 
* ſhe is a woman: ſhe has a tender 
«* affection for Sephora, who brought 
her up; and that governante is a ſort 
* of mother to her, whoſe death ſhe would 
© reproach herſelf with, if ſhe was not 
© weak enough to ſatisfy this her deſire: 
as for my part, notwithſtanding the 
love that attaches me to Seraphina, I 
_ © ſhall never have the baſe complaiſance 
© to adhere to her {entiments on this 
ſubject. Periſh all the duennas in 
* Spain, before 1 conſent to the remo- 
* val of a young man whom I conſider 
© more as a brother than a domeltick ! 
Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid 
to him, * Signior, Lam born to be the 
* ſport of Fortune! I thought ſhe would 
have ceaſed to perſecute me in your 
© honſe, where every thing flattered me 
* with quiet and happy days; but how 
s agreeable ſoever my ſituation may be, 
©] find I muſt give it up;'—* Not at 
* all,” cried the generous ſon of Dun 
Czſar; leave me to make Seraphina 
T hear reaſon; it ſhall never be faid, 
that you have been ſacrificed to the 


© caprice. of a ducnna, to whom too | 


much deference has been paid in other 
© reſpects.” X 
Sir,“ faid I, you will only provoke 

* Seraphina in refifting.-her will. II. ad 
I 1 rather retire, than, by a longer 
4 ftay in this place, run the rifque of 
breeding any diviſion between ſuch 
©a happy pair: that would be a mis- 
« fortune for which I ſhould never. be 
* conſoled.? , 

Den Alphonſa forbade me to take | 


How | 


A. 


— 


any ſuch reſolution; and I ſaw him ſo 
fixed in che deſign of ſupporting me, 
that Lorenga would undoubtedly have 
met with a rebuff, it I had been mind- 
ed to opyoſe her. Ai ceriain times, 
being piqued againſt the duenna, I was 
tempted to expoſe her; but when I 
came to conſider, that in revealing her 
ſhame, 1 ſhould ftab the heart of a 
poor creature whole indilpolition-I was 
the occaſion of; and that two incurable 


diſtempers viſibly conducted her to the « 
grave, my reſentment was changed into 


compaſſion ; and I concluded, that ſince 
I was a dangerous mortal, I ought in 
conſcience to re-eſtabliſh, by my retreat, 
the tranquillity of the caſtle. This re- 
ſolution I executed the very next morn- 
ing before day, without bidding- adieu 
to my two maſters; leſt, through friend- 
ſhip for me, they ſhould oppoſe my de- 


parture. I contented myſelf with leav- 


ing in my chamber a writing, wherein 
was contained an exact account of my 
adminiſtration. 


CHAP. II. 


The fate of Gil Blas, after he quitted the 
caſtle of Leyva, and the happy conſequence 
that attended the bad ſucceſs of his a- 


mMours. 


WAS mounted cn a good horſe of 

my own, with two hundred piſtoles 
in my portmanteau, the beſt part of 
which I had got by the banditti whom 
we flew, and the ſhare of the three thou- 
aud Jncats which had been ſtolen from 
Samuel Simon; for Don Alphonſo, 
without making me reſtore what I had 
fingered, had made reſtitution of the 
whole ſum out of his own pocket; 
Wherefore, conſidering my effects as 
wealth become lawful, I enjoyed it 
without ſcruple. I was in poſſeſſion 
of a fund, therefore, which did- not 
allow me to be much concerned for 
the future, over and above the confi. 
dence which one of my age always has 


in his own merit: belides, Toledo pre- 


ſented an agreeable aſylum; for 1 did 
not at all doubt that the Count de Po- 
lan would-be pleaſed with an oppor. 
tunity of obliging one of his deliverers 


with a kind reception, and an apart- 


ment in his houſe, But this nobleman 
Lt looked upon as my laſt reſource; and 
reſolved, before I ſhould apply to him, 
to ſpend part of my money 1a travellin 
through the kingdom of Murcia an 


Grenada, which I longed particularly 


to ſee. With this delign I ſet out for 
Almanſa, wheuce continuing my jour- 


ney, 


* 
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ney, I went from city to city, as far as 
Grenada,“ without meeting with any 
bad accident. Fortune, ſatisfied with 
having played me ſo many tricks, ſeem - 
ed willing at length to leave me in quiet: 
but for all that, he was then hatching 
a great many more, as will be ſeen in 
the ſequel. - One of the firſt perſons I 
met in the ſtreets of Grenada, was Sig- 
nior Don Fernando de Leyva, who 
was, as well as Don Alphonſo, ſon- in- 
- law to the Count de Polan. We were 
equally ſurprized at ſeeing one another 
in that place. Gil Blas? cried he, 
how came you to be in this city > What 
© buſineſs brings you hither i'—* Sig- 
© nior,* {aid I, it you are aſtoniſhed to 
«© ſee me in this country, you will be 
much more ſo when you hear the cauſe 
© of my quitting the ſervice of Signior 
Don Cæſar and his ſon.“ Then I re- 
counted all that had 
Sephora and me, without the leaſt diſ- 
guiſe. He laughed heartily at the 
adventure; then growing ſerious again, 
Friend, ſaid he, I offer you my me- 
© diation in this affair, and will write 
© to my ſiſter-in-law.—“ By no means, 
© Signior,” ſaid I, interrupting him; 
© pray don't write; for I did not leave 
© the caſtle of Leyva with any inten- 
© tion to return, Make, it | hon pleaſe, 
© another uſe of the regard you have 
« for me; and if any one of your 
© friends has occaſion for a ſecretary 
or ſteward, 1 beg you will ſpeak to 
© him in my favour. I dare aſſure you, 
© that you ſhall have no cauſe to re- 
© peat of your recommendation.” 
4 With all my heart,“ he replied; *1 
will do what you defire: I am come 
© to Grenada to viſit an old aunt who is 
fick, and I ſhall ſtay here three weeks 
© longer ; at the end of which, 1 ſhall 
« ſet out on my return to my caſtle at 
« Lorqui, where I have left Julia. 1 
© lodge here,* added he, ſhewing me a 
houſe about an hundred yards from us; 
come and call for me ſome hours 
hence; by which time, perhaps, I fhall 
have diſcovered ſome ſuitable poſt for 
© you,” | 
| 7225. indeed, at our very next meet- 
ing, he ſaid, * The Archbiſhop of Gre- 
© nada, kinſman and friend, wants 
0a young 
good hand, to make fair copies of his 
* writings: for he is a great author, has 
.* compoſed a vaſt number of homilies, 


11— 


paſſed between 


man of letters, poſſeſſed of a 
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© lieve you are ſuch a one as he wants, 


I propoſed you to him, and he has 


© provuſed to take you into his ſervice. 
Go and preſent yourſelf to him, in my 
name; and you may judge, by the 
* reception Which you thall receive, 
* whether or not T have ſpoken in your 
© behalf.” . * 
This was ſuch a place as I deſired: 
wherefore, having dreſſed to the beſt 
advantage, in order to appear before 
that prelate, I repaired one morning - 


to the archbiſhop's palace. Here, was 


I to imitate the authors of rumance, I 
ſhould give a pompous deſcription of 
this epiſcopal palace of Grenada: I 
would enlarge upon the (ſtructure of the 
building, extol the richneſs of the fur- 
niture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, 
and not ſpare the readers the leaſt tittle 
of the ſtories they repreſented: but I 
(hall content myſelf with obſerving, that 
it equalled the royal palace in magnifi- 
cence. | 

I found in the apartments a crowd 
of eccleſiaſticks, and gentlemen of the 
(word, the greatelt part whereof were 
the officers of his grace ; his almoners, 
his gentlemen, his uſhers, and valets 
de chambre. The laity were, almoſt 
all, ſo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one would 
have taken them for noblemen rather 
than domeſticks, by their haughty looks, 
and aflectation of being men of con- 
ſequence. While I beheld them, I could 
not help laughing, and ridiculing them 
within myſelf. “ Egad!' ſaid I, theſe 
people are very happy in bearing the 
© yoke of ſervitude, without feeling it; 
for, in ſhort, if they felt it, I imagine 
© that their behaviour would be lefs aſ- 


* ſuming.* Addreſſing myſelf to a grave 


jolly perſonage that ſtood at the door of 
the arghbiſhop's cloſet; in order to open 
and ſhut it when there was occaſion, I 
aſked civilly if I could not ſpeak with 
his grace. Wait,“ ſaid he, dryly, till 
© his grace comes out to go to maſs, and 
© he will give you a moment's audience 
© in paſling,* I armed myſelf with pa- 
tience, and endeavoured” to enter into 
converſation with ſome of the officers ; 
but they began to examine me from 
head to foot, without deigning to ſpeak 
one ſyllable z and then looked at one 
another, ſmiling with diſdain, at the 
liberty which I had taken to mingle in 
their diſcourſe. I was, 1 own, quite 
diſconcerted at ſeeing myſelf treated in 


© and ſtudies more every day, which he | this manner by valets; and had ſcarce 
* pronounces with applauſe. As I be. I recollected myſelf from the confuſion 


bl Greaada, the capital of the kingdom that bears the lame name. | 
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in which I was, when the cloſetoor 
opened, and the archbiſhop appeared. 
Immediately a profound ſilence pre- 
vailed among his officers; who, all of 
a ſudden, laid aſide their inſolent car- 
riage, and aſſumed a reſpectful look in 
preſence of their maſter. This prelate 
was in his ſixty and ninth year, pretty 
much of the make of my uncle Canon 
Gil Perez; that is, plump and ſhort: 
he was very much bandy-legged into the 
bargain, and ſo bald, that he had only 
a ſmall tuft of hair remaining on the 
back part of his head; for which rea- 
ſon, he was obliged to cover his head 
in a fine woollen cap with long ears. In 
ſpite of all that, I obſerved in him the 
air of a man of quality; doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe I knew him to be one. We com- 
mon people look upon all your great 
noblemen with a prepoſſeſſion that often 
gives them the air of greatneſs which 
nature has refuſed. 
The archbiſhop immediately advan- 
cing towards me, aſked me what 1 
wanted, with a voice full of ſweetneſs : 
and I told him that I was the young 
man of whom Don Fernando de Leyva 
had ſpoke to him. He gave me no 
time to proceed; but cried, « O] you 
« are the perſon, then, of whom he ſpoke 
© ſo handſomely. I retain you in my ſer- 
vice; you are a valuable acquilition. 
© You- may flay where you are.“ So 
ſaying, he went out, ſupported by two 
uſhers ; after having heard ſome clergy- 
men, who had ſomething to communi- 
cate, Scarce was he out of the room, 
when the ſame officers who diſdained' 
my converſation, courted it. They 
ſurrounded me, and with the utmoſt 
complaiſance expreſſed their joy at ſee- 
ing me become a commenſal officer of 
the-palace. Having heard what their 
maſter ſaid to me, they had a longing 
deſire to know on what footing I was 
retained ; but I was ſo malicious as to 
baulk their curiohty, in revenge for 
their contempt. | 
His grace, returning in a little time, 
made me follow him into his cloſet, 
that he might talk with me in private. 
I concluded that his deſign in fo doing 
-was to try my underſtanding; and ac- 
cordingly, kept myſelt on my guard, and 
was reſolved to weigh every word be- 
fore I ſhould ſpeak it. He firſt of all 
examined me on what is called huma- 
nity; and I did not anſwer amiſs: he 
had occaſion to ſee, that I was pretty 
well acquainted with the Greek and 
Latin anthors. He then put me upon 
logick, where I expected him, and 


found me quite maſter of that ſubject. 
© Your education,“ ſaid he to me, with 
ſome ſurprize, * has not been neglect- 
«ed: let us now ſee your hand-writing.? 
I thereupon took out of my pocket a 
ſheet, which I had brought for the pur- 
poſe ; and the prelate ſeemed very well 
pleaſed with my performance. * I am 
« ſatisfied with your hand,“ cried he, 
and ſtill more with your underſtand- 
ing. I ſhall thank my nephew Don 
Fernando for having given me ſuch 
an able young man, whom I look upon 
* as a real preſent.” * 
Being interrupted by the arrival of 
ſome noblemen of Grenada, who came 
to dine with the archbiſhop, I left them 
together, and withdrew among the of- 
ficers, who were quite profuſe in their 
complaiſance to me. I went to dinner 
at the uſual time ; and if they obſerved 
me at table, I. did not fail to examine 
them alſo. What ſagacity there is in 
the exteriors of churchmen! To me 
they appeared all ſaints; ſo much was 
my mind over-awed by the place where 
I was; and I did not fo much as ſuſpect 
that there copld be any falſe coin in the. 
caſe : as if no ſuch thing was ever ſeen 
among the princes of the church! 
Being ſeated by an old valet de 
chambre, whoſe name was Melchior de 
la Ronda, he took great care to help me 
to the choice bits; and this attention 
which he expreſſed for me, inſpiring 
me with a reſpect for him, he was 
charmed with my polite behaviour. 
* Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid he ſoftly to me, 
after dinner, * I want to have ſome 
private converſation with you.“ At 
the ſame time he carried me to a part 
of the palace, where nobody could over- 
hear us; and there talked to me in this 
manner. Son, from the very firſt 
© moment in which 1 ſaw you, I felt 
an inclination for you; of this I will 
give you a certain proof, by impart- 
ing ſomething which may be of great 
* advantage to you, You are here in 
© a family, where true and falſe devotees 
live pell-mell; ſo that it will be an 
© infinite time before you can, of your- 
© ſelf, be acquainted with the ground. 
But 1 will ſpare you ſuch a tedious 
© and diſagreeable ſtudy, by difcover- 
© ing the characters of both ; after which 
' __ may the more eaſily conduct your- 
elt. +5 
I will begin,” added he, with his 
grace, who is a very pious prelate, in- 
© ceflantly employed in edifying and re- 


* forming the people, by ſermons of his 
| © own compoſition, full of excellent mo- 
2 


ſcribe, enjoining me to copy it with all | 
poſſible exactneſs. This 1 performed 


He quitted the court above 
twenty years ago, in order to devote 


| 


4 


<. himſelf entirely to his zeal for his 
© flock; . He is a learned man, and a 
« great orator, whoſe ſole pleaſure con- 
« fiſts in preaching, and his hearers are 
© raviſhed with admiration. Perhaps 
© there is a little vanity in the cafe ; but 
© beſides that it does not belong to man 
to penetrate the heart, it would be un- 
« orateful in me to enquire into the 
« taults of a perſon whoſe bread I eat. 
« If 1 was permitted to difapprove of 
© any thing in my maſter, I wonld blame 
* his ſeverity. Inſtead of making an al- 
© lowance for eccleſiaſtical foibles, he 
< puniſhes them with too much rigour : 
in particular, he proſecutes, without 
© mercy, thoſe who, relying on their in- 
© nocence, attempt to juſtiß, themſelves 
jn a legal manner, in contempt of his 
authority. I obſerve another fault 
* which is common to him with a great 
* many people of quality : although he 
' loves his domeſticks, he makes no con- 
« fideration for their ſervices ; but lets 
them grow old, without ever thinking 
of procuring for them ſome ſmall ſet- 
* tlement. It he gives them ſome gra- 
* tifications ſometimes, they owe them 
* ſolely to the goodneſs of ſomebody 
* who has ſpoken in their behalf; for it 
would never come into his head to 
provide for them otherwiſe.” | 
This is what the old valet de chambre 

told me of his maſter; and he after- | 
wards communicated his thoughrs of 
the clergymen with whom he hat dined; 
pictures which but ill agreed with their 

external deportment. Indeed he did 

not repreſent them as diſhoneſt men, 

but only as bad prieſts ; excepting ſome, 
however, whoſe virtue he very much 
extolled. I was no longer at a loſs 
how to regulate my features among 
thoſe gentlemen : that very evening, at 
ſupper, I, like them, aſſumed a ſage 
aſpe&t—a taſk that coſts nothing; ſo 
that we muſt not wonder there are fo 
many hypocrites in the world.. 


CHAP. m. 
Gil Blas becomes the favourite. of the arci- 
. ., biſhop, and the canal of his bounty. 


Had been in the afternoon to fetch 
I my baggage and horſe from the inn, 
where I Bad odged ; after which I re- 
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turned to ſupper at the palace, Where 1 


found a very handſome chamber and a 
down bed prepared for me, His grace 
ordered me to be called early nexr- 


| © ſtand grammar, 


caſion. 


| minutely, without having forgot either 


accent, point, or comma; ſo that the 
joy he exprefſed was mingled with ſur- 
prize. Good Heaven \*-ccried he in a 
tranſport, when he had ſurveyed au 


the ſheets of my copy, was ever any 


thing ſeen ſo correct Von tranſcribe 
© fo well that you muſt certainly under - 
Tell me, ingenuouſ- 
. my friend, have you found notking 
that ſhocked you in writing it over 
© ſome negle&, perhaps, in ſtyle, or im- 
© proper term“ O, Sir,” anſwered I. 
with an air of modeſty, I am not learn» 
© ed enough to make critical obſerva- 
© tions; and if I was, I am perſuaded . 
© that the works of your grace would 
© eſcape my cenfure.* The prelate ſmiled 
at my reply; and, though he ſaid no- 
thing, diſcovered, through all his piety, 
that he was a downright author. 
By this kind of flattery I entirely 
gained his good graces; became more 
and more dear to him every day ; and © 
at length underſtood from Don Fer- 
nando, who viſited him very often, that 
I was ſo much beloved, -I might look 
upon my fortune as already made. This 
my maſter himſelf confirmed to me 4 
little time after, on the following oc- 
One evening he repeated in his 
cloſet, when I was | with gfeat - 
enthuſiaſm, an homily which he intends 
ed to prenounce the next day in the 
cathedral ; and, not ſatisfied with aſking 
my opinion of it in general, obliged me 
to ſingle out the particular patiages 
which I moſt admired. 1 had the good 
lack to mention thoſe that he himſelf 
looked upon to be the beſt, his own fa- 
vourite morceaus; by which means I 
aſſed, in his judgment, for a man who 
ad a delicate knowledge of the true 
beauties of a work. * This is, eried 
he, * what is called, having tafte and 
« fentiment : well, friend, I aſſure your, 
thou haſt not got Beeotian ears.“ In 


Ja word, he was ſo well ſatisfied with me, 


that he pronounced with ſome vivacity, 
© Gil Blas, hencetorth give thyſelf av 
uneaſine ſs about thy fortune; I under- 
- © take to make it extremely agreeable: 
1 love thee ; and, as a proof of my 
© affetion, make-thee my confident. © 
I no ſooner heard theſe words, than 
1 fell at his grace's feet, quite pene- 
trated with gratitude: I heartily em- 
braced his bandy legs, and looked upon 
myſelf as a man on the highway o 
wealth and opulence: Ves, 


morning, and gave me a homily to tian · 
No. $0, | 


my child, 
refamed the archbidhop, whoſe diſcourſe . 


— 
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hq been interrupted by my proſtration; 


thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my moſt 


-© ſecret thoughts. Liſten with attention 


to what I am going to ſay: my chiet 
* pleaſure conſiſts in preaching ; the 
Lord gives a bleſſing to my homilies ; 
they touch the hearts of ſinners, make 

ti © them ſeriouſly reflect on their conduct, 
* and have recourſe to repentance. 1 
* have ſometimes the ſatistaCtion to ſee 
* a miſer, terrified by the images which 
I repreſent to his avarice, open his 
© treaſures, and ſquander them with a 
©* prodigal hand. I have alſo tore, as it 
* were, the epicurean from his pleaſures ; 
© filled hermitages with the ſons of am- 
© bition, and confirmed in her duty the 
* wife who has been ſhaken by the al- 
© lurements of a ſeducing lover. Theſe 
© converſions, which are frequent, ought 
© themſelves to excite my ſtudy : never. 
© theleſs, Iwill confeſs my weakneſs, 1 
* propoſe to myſelf another reward, a 
* reward which the delicacy of my vir- 
tue reproaches me with in vain! I 
© mean, the eſteem that the world ſhews 
for fine poliſhed « riting. The honour 
of being reckoned a perieCt orator has 
charmed my imagination: my per- 
« formances are thought equally nervous 
* and delicate; but I would, of all 
« things, avoid the fault of good au- 
* thors, who write too long, and retire 
« without ſorfeiting the lealt tittle of 
s my reputation. 
Gil Blas, ' continued the prelate, * one 
thing that 1 exact of thy zeal is, when- 
« ever thou ſhalt perceive my pen ſmack 
of old age, and my genius fag, don't 
© fail to advertiſe me of it: for 1 don't 
« truſt to my own judgment, which may 
© be ſeduced by lelf-love. That obſer- 
* vation muſt proceed from a dilin- 
© tereſted underſtanding; and I make 
© choice of thine, which l know is good, 
© refolved to ſtand. to thy decilion.'— 
© Thank Heaven, Sir,“ ſaid 1, * that 
period is far off: belides, a genius 
« ſike that of your grace will preferve 
© it's vigour much better than any other; 

© or, to ſpeak more juftly, will be al- 
ways the ſame. I look upon you as 
another Cardinal Ximenes, whoſe ſu- 
perior genius, inſtead of being weaken- 
ed by age, ſeemed to receive. new 
£ (trength from ii. No flattery, friend,” 
ſaid he, interrupting me; *1 knowl 
£ am liable to ſink all at once: people 
« at my age begin to feel infirmities; 
© and the inticmities ot the body often af. 
© fe&t the underſtanding. I repeat it to 

* thee again, Gil Blas; as ſoon as thou 


halt judge mine in the leaſt impaired, 


— 


Wherefore, my dear 


. 
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Tt inflexible.” 


. * him, that he will liſten to no ſolicita- 


G+ 


= — 
* be ſure to give me notice; and be not 
© afraid of peaking freely and ſincerely, 
for I ſhall receive thy advice as a 

* mark of thy affection, * Beſides, thy 
* intereſt is concerned; if, unhappily for 
* thee, jt-ſhould come to my ears that 
the publick ſays my diſcourſes have no 
* lunger their wonted force, and that it 
is high time for me to repoſe myſelf, 1 
* frankly declare, that thou ſhalt loſe 
* my friendſhip, as well as the fortune 1 
* have promiſed. Such will be the fruit 
* of thy fooliſh reſerve.” 

Here my pation left off ſpeaking, in 
order to hear my reply ; which was, a 
promiſe to behave according to his de- 
lire, From that moment he cencealed 
nothing from me, I became his fa+ 
vourite ; an event which none of his 
domeſt cks, except Melchior de la Ron. 
da, could perceive without envy. lt 
was a diverting ſcene, to behold the 
manner in which the gentlemen and 
ſquires then lived with the confident of 
his grace: they were not aſhamed to b 
guilty of grovelling meannefſes, in or- 
der to capizvate my good will. I could 
ſcarce believe they were Spaniards ; 
though 1 did them good offices, with- 
out being the dupe of their ſelſiſh com- 
plaiſance, His grace the archbiſhop, 
at my requeſt, exerted himſelf in their 
favour: to one he procured a company, 
and put him in a condition to make a 
* in the army; another he ſent to 

exico, to take poſſeſſion of a conſi- 
derable poſt which he had obtained for 
him; and my friend Melchior, through 
my means, enjoyed a handſome gratifi- 
cation. This condeſcenſion convinced 
me, that though the prelate did not 
anticipate people's deſires, he rarcly re- 
fuſed any favour that was aſked. 

But what 1 did for a certain prieſt 
deſerves, in my opinion, to be told: 
one day, a licentiate, whoſe name was 
Lewis Garcias, a young man of a very 
good appearance, was. preſented to me 
by our ſteward ; who ſaid, © Signior 
* Gil Blas, this honeſt, clergyman is 
done of ny beſt friends; he was chap- 
© lain of a nunnery; and his virtue 
© has not eſcaped ſcandal : ſome people 
© have done him ill offices with his 
* grace, who has ſuſpended him, and 
is ughappily ſo much prejudiced againſt 


© tion in his behalf. We have employ- 
* ed, to no purpoſe, all the perſons of 
rank in Grenada, to beg that he may be 
© re-eſtabliſhed ; but our maſter is quite 


+ Gentlemen,” ſaid 1, * you have gone 


© GIL BLAS'OF 
" © the wrong way to work; it would 
have been better for Mr. Licentia e if 
« no ſolicitation had deen made; for, in 
their endeavours to ſerve him, they 
© have done him a manifeſt injury: 1 
eam well acquainted with his grace; 
© entreaties and recommendations ſerve 
© only to aggravate, in his opinion, the 
«fault of an cecletialtick. It was but 
« other day 1 heard him ſay to him- 
« felf, „The more people a prieſt, who 
« has been guilty of irre.,ularity, engages 
«« to ſpeak to me in his behalf, the more 
„„ is the ſcandal augmented, and the 
« more ſeverity do 1'exerciſe.'”—* That 
is unfortunate,” replied the ſteward ; 
and my friend would be very much 
« embarraſſed, if he was not bleſſed with 
* a good hand: happily for him, he 
« writes to admiration ; and, by the help 
© of that talent, keeps himſelf out of 
difficulties.“ 8 
this writing, ſo much extolled, was 
much better than my own; and the 
licentiate, who had a ſpecimen in his 
pocket, ſhewed me a page that I ad- 
mired very much ; for it looked like a 
writing-maſter's copy, While 1 con- 
lidered this beautiful performance, a 
thought coming into my head, I deſired 
Garcias to leave the paper, telling him 
that I might poſſibly make ſome uſe of 
it that would turn out to his advantage; 
that I could not explain myſelf at that 
time, but would next day tell him more 
of the matte. The licentiate, to whom, 
in all probability, the ſteward had made 
an elogium of my genius, withdrew, as 
much ſatisfied as if he had been already 
reinſtated in his office. I was truly de- 
ſirous that he might be ſo; and that 
ſame day laboured for him in the fol- 
lowing manner. Being alone with the 
archbiſhop, 1 ſhewed him the writing 
of Garcias, wth which my patron feem- 
ed quite charmed: then laying hold of 
the opportunity. Sir,“ ſaid. 1 to him, 
© fince you won't cauſe your homilies to 
be printed, I wiſh they were at leaſt 
« written in this hand.'—* 1 am ſatisfied ' 
« with thine,* anſwered the prelate; 
* but 1 own, I ſhonld not be ſorry to 
* have a copy of my works ia that hand.” 
—=+ Your grace,“ 1 replied, has nothing 
© to. dy but to ſpeak: the man who 
„paints ſo well is a licentiate of my ac- 
equaintance, who will be raviſhed to 
* do that ſervice for you; the more, be- 
« cauſe by theſe means he may intereſt 
«your goodneſs, in extricating him from 
* the melancholy ſituation in which lie 
% has the misfortune to be at preſent.” 


-  — — — „ 
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| © ſeen, were more bent u 


1 was curious to ſee if 


| The arch 
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name of the licentiate: upon which: 1 
ſaid, © He is called Lewis Garcias;'and 
is in deſpair on acec unt of having 
* incurred your diſpleaſure.— That 
* Garcias,” ſaid he, interrupting me, 
was, if 1 am not miſtaken, chaplain'to 
© a convent of nuns, and lies under rhe 
© cenſure of the church; I remember 
© ſome informations that I received 
* againſt him; his morals are but in- 
* different '——* Sir,“ ſaid I, interrupting 
him in my turn, Iwill not undertake 
to juſtify him; but I know he has ene 
mies; and pretends, that the authors 
* of thoſe informations which you have 
a doing him 
ill offices, than on telling the truth.“ 
— That may be,” replied the arch- 
* biſhop ; there are abundance of ve 

dangerous diſpoſitions in this world. 
Beſides, granting that his conduct 
* has not been always irreproachable, 
© he may have repeated of his miſbe- 


—— 
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© haviour; and, in ſhort, there is mercy 


for every tranſgreſſion. Bring the 
f ne hither; 1 take off his ſuſpen- 
hon,” 

Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men 
abate of their ſeverity, when more dear 
ſelf-intereſt is concerned. The arch- 
biſhop granted, without difficulty, to the 
vain pleaſure of having his works well 
writ, that which he had refuſed to the 
moſt powerful ſolicitations. I carried 
the news immediately to the ſteward 
who 1rparted them to his friend Gar- 
cias, who the very next day, coming to 
make an acknowledgement of thanks 
ſuitable to the favour obtained, I pre- 
ſented him to my maſter, whotontented 
himſelf with reprimanding him Qlightly, 
and gave him the homilies to tranſcribe. 
Garcias acquitted himſelf ſo well, that 
he was re-eſtabliſhed in his miniſtry, 
and even obtained the living of Gabiag 
a large market-town in the neighbours 
hood of Grenada. n 


CHAP. IV. 


biſhop is ſeized with a fit of 
7275 ri, 2 7 4 45 o 
oun Je » an ; method hs 
took to be extricated. Wo ans 
Wirk I thus beflowed my ſer» 
vices on gifferent people, Don 
Fernando being about to leave Gre» 
nada, I viſited that nobleman before 
his departure, in order to thank him 
anew tor the excellent poſt which he 
had procured for me. I appeared to 
him ſo well ſatisfied with my condition, 


- The prelate did not fail to alk the 


. 


that he ſaid, * My dear Gil Blas, I am 
Aa 2 ' © raviſhed 


” 


notice of it; not only as the 


«ſelf grateful enough for his generofity 
to me. Nothing leſs could have con- 
« foled me for the loſs of Don Czfar 
and his ſon.'—* I am perſuaded,” an- 
fwered- he, that they are both ex- 
* tremely mortifted at your abſence ; 
© but, perhaps, you are not ſeparated 
© for ever: Fortune may one day bring 
«you together again.* Melted by theſe 
words, I ſighed ; and found at that in- 
ſtant my love tor Don Alphonſo ſo 
great, that I would have willingly 
abandoned the archbiſhop, with all the 
agreeable hopes he had given me, to 

turn to the caſtle of Leyva, if the ob- 
ftacle that baniſhed me from it had been 
removed. Don Fernando perceived the 
emotions of my ſoul, which pleafed him 
ſo much, that he embraced me with 
affection, and aſſured me that his whole 
family would always bear a part in my 
deſtiny. | 

Two months. after this gentleman's 
departure, in the very zenith of my fa- 
vour, we had a hot alarm in the epiſ- 
copal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized 
- with u fit of the apoplexy ; he was, how- 
ever, ſuccoured immediately, and ſuch 
ſalutary medicines adminiſtered, that in 
a few days his health was re-eſtabliſhed : 
but his underſtanding had received a 
rude ſhock, which I plainly perceived 
in the very next difcourſe which he 
compoſed, I did not, however, find 
the difference between this and the reſt 
fo ſenſible, as to make me conclude that 
the orator began to flag; and waited 


for another homily to fix my reſolution. | 


This, indeed, was quite deciſive. Some- 
times the good old prelate repeated 
the ſame thing over and over; ſome- 
times roſe too high, or ſunk too low: 
it was a vague 
rick of an old profeſſor, a mere capu- 
— ͤ P 

„1 was not the only perſon who took 
notice of this: the greateſt part of the 


audience, when he pronounced it, as if | 


they had been alſo hired to examine it, 
ſaid ſoftly to one another, This ſer- 
mon fmells 8 of the apoplexy.' 
Come, Maſter Hanily-critick,” ſaid 
I then to rayſelf, prepare to do your 
« office ;- you ſee that his grace begins 


iſcourſe, the rheto- . 


© to fail; it is your duty to give him 
ofitory 
of his thoughts, but likewiſe, leſt ſome 
one of his friends ſhould be free enough 
* with him to prevent you : in that caſe, 
you know what would happen; your 
name would be eraſed from his laſt 
© will, in which there is, doubtleſs, a 
better legacy provided for you than the 


library of the Licentiate Sedillo.“ 


After theſe reflections, I made others 
of a quite contrary nature. To give 
the notice in queſtion, ſeemed a deli- 
cate point: I imagined that it might 
be ill received by an author like him, 
conceited of his own works; but, re- 
jecting this ſuggeſtion, I repreſented 
to myſelf, that he could not poſſibly 
take it amifs, after having exacted it 
of me in ſo preſſing a manner. Add to 
this, that 1 depended upon my being 
able to mention it with addreſs, and 
make him ſwallow the pill without re- 
luctance. In a word, finding that I ran. 
a greater riſque in keeping ſilence than 
breaking it, I determined to ſpeak. | 

The only thing that embarrafſed me 
now was, how to break the ice. Luckily, 
the orator himſelf extricated me- from. 
that difficulty, by aſking what le 
ſaid of him, and if —— dkialled 
with his laſt diſcourſe. I anſwered, 
that his homilies were always admired; 
but, in my opinion, the laſt had not 
ſucceeded fo well as the reſt, in affectiag 
the audience. How, friend “ replied 
he, with aſtoniſhment ; has it met with 
any Ariſtarchus ?*+—* No, Sir,“ ſaid I; 
by no means: fuch works as yours 

* are not to be criticiſed; every body is 
© charmed with them. Nevertheleſs, 
© ſince you have laid your 4njunctions 
© upon me to be free and ſincere, 1 will 
* take the liberty to tell you, that your. 
© laſt diſcourſe, in my judgment, has 
not altogether the energy of your other 
performances. Are not you of the 
* ſame opinion?“ | * 

My maſter grew pale 


at theſe words; 
and laid, with a forced fmile, So then, 
* Mr. Gil Blas, this piece is not to your 
taſte '—* 1 don't ſay ſo, Sir,“ cried IL 
quite diſconcerted: I think it excel- 


— - — — — — — — 


* tiring.) —* 1 ſhould not have been 
fo bold,” ſaid I, as to ſpeak fo free- 
© ly, if your grace had not commanded 
me: i do no more, therefore, than 
< obey you; and I moſt humbly beg 
that you will not be offended at my 
freedom... God forbid ! eried he, 
with precipitation; * God forbid that 1 
£ ſhould find fault with it. In ſo doing, 
© | ſhould be very unjuſt. 1 don't at 
« all take it ill that you ſpeak your ſen- 
- © timent ; it is your ſentiment oaly that 
« I find bad. I have been moſt egre- 
« gioully deceaved in — 
S 1 Svig 


Thongh I was diſconcerted, I endea- 
voured to find ſome mitigation, in order 
to ſet things to right again; but how is 
it poſſible to appeaſe an incenſed author, 
one eſpecially who has been accuſtomed 
to hear himſelf praiſed | © Say no more, 
* my child,” ſaid he; you are yet too 
* raw to make proper diſtinctions. 
* Know, that I never compoſed a bet- 
ter homily than that which you diſ- 
* approve; for my genius, (thank Hea- 
« ven !) hath, as yet, loſt nothing of it's 
« vigour, Henceforth I will make a | 
© better choice of a confident, and keep 
one of greater ability than you. 9 
added he, puſhing me by the ſhoulders 
out of his cloſet; go, tell my treaſurer : 
© to give you an hundred ducats, and 
may Heaven conduct you with that 
* ſumt Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas; I wiſh 
4 your all manner of proſperity, with a 
« little more taſte _ e 


14 


bd Q- H AP. V. As 
The flep that Gil Blas took after the arch- | 
biſhop had diſmiſſed. him. His accidental 
meeting with the licentiate wha had been 
o much obligel to him; with the gratt- 
tude of that rig. | 
+ WENT out of the cloſet, curſing the 
Caprice, or rather weakneſs, ot the 
archbiſthap, and more enraged againſt 
him than afflicted at the loſs of his 
favour. I even doubted ſome time, it 
1 ſhould go and touch my hundred du- 
cats z but, after mature deliberation, I 
was not fool enough to refuſe them. 
I conſidered, that this money would not 
deprive me of the right of ridiculing 
the prelate; in which 1 was reſolved | 


— — 


de Polan. 
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not to harry as often as his ho- 
milies ſhould be brought upon the car- 
pet in my preſence. + - E. $4 
. I went, therefore, and demanded the 
hundred ducats of the treaſurer, with- 
out mentioning a ſingle word-of what 


"had happened between his maſter and 


eating-hovſe in the neighbourhvod ; agd 
ſhe anfwered that there was afi'e#E } 


me; and went afterwards in queſt of 


Melchior de la Ronda, to bid him an 


eternal adieu. He loved me too much 
to be inſenſible of my misfortune, which 
while I recounted, I perceived th 
grief was painted in his countenance 
In fpite of all the reſpect he owed the 
archbiſhop, he could not help' blaming 
his behaviour. But as I ſwore; in m 
rage, that the prelate ſhould pay for it 
and that I would make the whole town 
merry at his expence, the ſage Melchior 
ſaid to me! Believe me, my dear Git 
Blas, you had better ſupprefs your re- 
© ſentment. People of an infertor rank 
© ought always to reſpeE&t perſons of 
© quality, whatever cauſe they may have 
given them to complain. There ate, 
1 own, ſome very mean able 
* who ſcarce deſerve the leaſt conſiders 
© tion ; but, as they have the power of 
doing wiſchief, they are to be feared." 
- I thanked the old valet de chambre 
for his good advice, which 1 promiſed 
to obſerve. If you go," faid he, '* to 
+ Madrid, you ſhall vifit Foſeph Na- 
© varro, my nephew, who is cleik of the 
* kitchen to Signior Don —_ 
Zuniga, and A dare fay) a young m 
* worthy of your friendſhip Franks, 
© brifk, obliging, and forward to ſerve 
© his friends: 1 wiſh he and you may 
©become acquainted.” I anfwered, that 
I would not fail to' wait on this Jofeph 
Navarro, on my firſt arrival at Madrid 
whither 'F was determined to go. I 
then quitted the archbiſhop's palace, 
with an intent never to ſet foot in it 
again. If I had ſtill been in pofleſſiop 
my horſe; I ſhould have, perhaps, ſet 
bin immediately for Totedo; but 1 had 
fold him while I was in favour, believ- 


ing that I fhonldhave no farther occa- 


ſion for his ſervice: I hired a furniſh=- 
ed room, reſolving to ſtay a month at 
Grenada, and then repatr to the Count 
As dinnef-time approached, I afke; 
of my landlady, if there was not an 


one a few ſteps from her houſe, w 
there was very good accommodation, 


and a prom deal of good company. 1 


made her ſhew me the place; and going 


thither a little after, was directed into 


a large hall, which bore ſame reſem- 
blance to a refectory. Ten or Welyve 


people fat at a large table, covered with 


a dirty cloth, converſing with one ano- 
ther, while every one eat his own little 


portion. My meſs was like wiſe brought, 


which, at another time, would doubt- 
leſs 


mn O————— — 


leſs have made me regret the table 
1 had loſt; but I was then fo much 
piqued againſt the archbiſhop, that the 
ſcanty allowance of my eating-houſe 
ſeemed preferable to the good cheer I 
had enjoyed in his palace. I condemn- 
ed a variety of diſhes, and arguing like 
the doctor of Valladolid, Unhappy 
« are thoſe,” ſaid I to myſelf, Who tre- 
« quent ſuch pernicious tables, where 
* one muſt continually be on his guard 
s againſt ſenſuality, for fear of over- 
* loading his (ſtomach! Can one eat too 
little?“ In my ill-humour, I praiſed 
thoſe very aphoriſms I had hitherto 
very much neglected, | 

While I diſpatched my commons, 
without fear ot exceeding the bounds 
of temperance, the Licentiate Lewis 
Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia 


in the manner alteady related, came 


into the hall. He no ſooner perceived 
me, than he came running to ſalute me 
with the -utmoſt eagerneſs, or rather 


with all the expreſſions of excellive joy. 


He hugged me cloſe, and 1 was obliged 


10 undergo a very long compliment on 


the ſervice I had done him. He fa- 
tigued me with his demonſtrations of 
gratitude.  * *Fore gad, my dear pa- 
* tron! fince I have had the good for- 
* tune to meet you here, we ſhan't part 
without a glaſs; but as there is no 
good wine in this eating-houſe, I will 
9 carry you, if you pleaſe, after our 
®* ſcanty repaſt, to a place where I will 


© treat you with a bottle of fine dry 


Lucena, and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine 
* of Foncarrel, We mult certainly 
* commit that debauch. I wiſh 1 had 
* the happineſs of enjoying you a ew 
days only at my parſunage of Gabia. 


© There you ſhould be received like a 


* generous Mæcenas, to whom 1 owe 
© the quiet and eaſy life I lead.” 

While he talked to me in this man- 
ner, his allowance was ferved, and he 
weat to work; not without cealing, 
however, to entertain me, at intervals, 
with ſomething which he thought » ould 
flatter my vauity. 1 had laid hold of 
this opportunity to ſpeak in my tura ; 
and as he did not forget to enquire 


about his friend the ſteward, I made no 
myſtery of my leaving the archbiſhop's 
ſervice. I even related to him the moſt 


D344 . « 
minute circumſtances of my diſgrace, 


to which he liſtened with great atten- 
tion. After what he had faid to me, 
who would not have expected to hear 
him, penetrated with the moſt gratetul 
ſorrow, exclaim againſt the archbiſhop ? 


| 


| 


| 


ö 


| 
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But this was the fartheſt thing from 
his thoughts. He grew indifferent; and 
penſive; finiſhed his dinner without 
8 a word ; then riſing ſuddenly 
rom table, bid me good b'w'ye, in a 
cool manner, and diſappeared. The un- 
grateful wretch, ſeeing me no longer in 
a condition to ſerve him, / ſpared him- 
ſelt even the trouble of concealing his 
ſentiments. 1 laughed at his ingrati- 
tude, and looking at him with all the 
contempt he deſerved, called to him 
aloud, that I might be heard, + Holloa ! 
* you ſage chaplain of nuns, go and 
give orders to cool that delicious wine 
* of Lucena, with which you have pro- 
miſed to regale me.” 


CHAP. VI, 


Gil Blas goes to ſee u play at Grenade. His 
Alton ment at the fight of one of the 


event. 
ARCIAS was no ſooner out of 
the hall, than two well dreſſed 
cavaliers came in and fat down by me: 
they began to talk of the players of the 
Grenada company, and of a new comedy 
which was then on the ſtage. This piece, 
according to their diſcourſe, made a 
great noiſe in the city; and | reſolved 
to go to ſee it that very day; for I had 
not been at a play ſince my arrival at 
Grenada. As I had almoſt all that time 
lived in the archbiſhop's-palace, where 
that diverſion was anathematized, I had 
taken care not to indulge that pleaſure, 


but amuſe myſelf entirely with my maſ- 


ter's homilies. 

I repaired, therefore, at the proper 
time, to the play-hoyſe, where I found 
a numerous alffembly ; overheard, all 
round me, diſſertations on the piece, be- 
fore it began; and obſerved, that every 
body undertook to criticiſe it. One 
perſon declared himſelf for, another 
againſt the performance. Was there 
« ever a work better compoſed?? ſaid 
one on my right. What a pitiful Ryle 
cried one on my left. Truly, if there 
are a good many bad authors, it muſt 
be allowed there are aſtill greater num- 
ber of wretched criticks; and when 1 
conſider the mortifications that drama» 
tick poets muſt undergo, I am aſtoniſh- 
ed that there are any 10 bold as to brave 
the ignorance of the multitude, ang 
the dangerous cenſure of witlings, w 
ſometimes corrupt the judgmend of the 
publick, * : — 


/ 


actreſſes, and the conſequences of that 


| 


1 12 


himſelf to open the ſcene. He was ſa- 
luted, on his firſt appearance, with a 
general clap;.by which I perceived that 
he was one of thoſe ſporied aRors, in 
whom the pit pardons every thing. And, 
indeed, this player did not ſpeak one 
word, nor perform one geſture, with- 
out attracting "applauſe. The audience 
made him too ſenſible of tlie pleaſure 
they had in ſeeing him on the ſtage; 
and he abuſed their favour accordingly. 
1 perceived that he ſometimes forgot 
himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, and 
put their prepoſſeſſion in his behalt to 
too ſeyere a proof; for they would often 
have done him juſtice, had they hiſſed 
inſtea!l of extolling him to the ſkies. 
There was likewiſe a clapping of 
hands at the appedtance of ſome other 
actors; and, in particular, of an actrels, 
who performed the part of a waiting- 
woman, whom having cenfidered with 
attention, no terms can expreſs my ſur- 
prize, when I recollected in her the per- 
ſon of Laura, my dear Laura! whom I 
ſtill believed to be in the ſervice of Ar- 
ſenia at Madrid, 1 conld not doubt 
that it was ſhe ; her ſhape, her features, 
the ſound of her voice, every thing al- 
ſured me that 1 was not miſtaken. Ne- 


vertheleſe, as if I had miſtruſted the 


evidence of my eyes and ears, I aſked 
her naue of a cavalier who ſat by me. 
« Hey ſaid hey from whence came 
«you? It ſeems you are juſt arrived, 


© fince you don't know the fair Eſtella!” 


The reſemblance was 100 perfect for 
me to be deceived by this oiſguiſe; 1 
could ealily perceive, that Laura, when 
ſhe changed her condition, had alfo al- 
tered her name; and curious 10 know 


Her ſituation, for the publick is gene- 


rally pretty well acquainted with the af. 
fairs of perſons in her ſphere. I begged 
to know of the ſame man, if this Eſtella 
had not ſome gallant of importance. 
He anſwered, that a 2 noble- 
man, called the Marquis de Marialva, 


ho had been about two months at Gre. 
nada, was at a Conſiderable expence on 
her account. 


He might have told me a 
great deul more, if 1 had not been afraid 


of fatiguing him «ith queſtions. I was 


more engroſſed by the news which this 


cavalier had told nie, than by the repre- 
' ſentation of the play; and if any body 


had aſked the ſubject of the piece, when 
I came out, he would have embarraſſed 


' 


«me not a little: I did nothing but muſe 
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* A favourite aQor. 
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upon Laura, (or Eſtella) and firmly re- 
{ulved to go and viſit her next day; 
though 1 was not without anxiety about 


this brilliant ſituation of her affairs; 
nay, 1 imagined that ſuch a good ac- 
 treſs, in order to revenge herſelf upon 
one with whom ſhe had certaivly cauſe 
to be diſſatisfied, would probably dif. 
claim his acquamtance. All this did not 
diſſuade me trom my deſign of going. 
Atter a ſlight repaſt (for ſuch only wy 
eating-houlſe afforded) 1 went home to 


| my lodging, where 1 waited impatiently 


for 1he next day. 


before the fun; but, as 1 concluded 
that a nobleman's miſtreſs wonld not 
be viſible ſo early, I ſpent three or four 
hours in dreſling, ſhaving, powderings 
and perfuming ; reſolving to preſent 
myſelf before her in ſuch a condition 
as would give her no cauſe to bluſh at 
ſeeing me again, I ſallied out about 
ten v'clock, and repaired to her lodg- 
ing, to which I received a direction at 
the houſe where the players lived. She 

oſſeſſed the chief apartment of a large 
— the door of which being opened 
to me by a chambermaid, 1 told her that 
| wanted to ſpeak with Dame Eſtella. 
The maid went in to lignify my deſire, 
and 1 immediately heard her. miſtreſs 
pronounce, with a loud voice, Who 
is the young man? what does he want? 
Let him come in.“ By this I conelud- 
ed that I had choſen an unſeaſonable 
time for my viſit; that her Portugueze 


reaſon for ſpeaking fo loud, was to per- 
ſuade him that the never received ſuſ- 
peed meſſages, My conjecture was 


monly paſſed the morning in her com» 
pany; and I expected a very diſagree- 
able compliment, when this truly origi- 
nal acireſs, ſeeing me appear, ran to 
me with open arins, crying, Ahl m 

« dear brother, is it you?” and wit 

theſe words, embraced me ſeveral times. 
Then turning to her gallant, * My lord,” 
ſaid ſhe, * pardon me for yielding to the 
force of blood in your preſence. Af. 
ter an abſence of three years, I can- 
not behold a brother whom 1 ten- 
derly love, without giving him ſome 
marks of my affection.— Well, m 

«© dear Gil Blas, continued ſhe, addreſ- 


lover was at her toilet; aqd that her 


true; the Marquis de Marialva com- 


the reception l ſhould meet with. I had 
, reaſon to believe, that the fight of me 
would not yield her much pleaſure in 


1 flept little that night, and got up 


< 


oy 
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ſing me anew, * tell me ſome news of 
my family: in what condition did you 
C leave it? . 
This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt ; 
but I ſoon diſcovered Laura's intention, 
and ſeconding her artifice, anſwered with 


an air ſuited to the ſcene we had to act, 


© Thank Heaven, ſiſter, our parents are 
jn good health.'—* I don't doubt,” ſhe 
replied, © that you are aſtoniſhed to find 
* me an actreſs at Grenada; but do not 
£ condemn me unheard. Three years 
© ago, as you remember, my father 
thought he had ſettled me to advan- 
© tage, by giving me in marriage to 
Captain Don Antonio Cœlo, who car- 


£ ried me from the Aſturias to Madrid, 


* where he was born. Six months af- 
© ter our arrival in that city, having had 
© an affair of honour brought upon him 
« by his own violent humour, he kill-d a 
* cavalier, who had taken it in his head 


to favour me with ſome attention. 


© This gentleman being related to per- 
* ſons of great quality and credit, my 
t huſband, who had no intereſt, fled in- 
to Catalonia, with all the money and 
e jewels he could find in the houſe; em- 
© barked at Barcelona, croſſed into Italy, 
© engaged in the ſervice of the Vene. 
«£ tians, and at laſt loſt his life in the 
« Morea, fighting againſt the Turks. In 
© the mean time, our landed eſtate was 
* confiſcated, and I had but a very ſmall 
« jointure left. What could I do in fuch 
© a troubleſome extremity ? I could not 
return into the Aſturias : for what 
* purpoſe go thither ? all the conſolation 
C | ould have received from my family, 


_ © would have been no more than ſym- 


c pathy and condolence. On the other 
© hand, I had been too well educated to 
© be capable of embracing a life of li- 
© bertiniſm. Upon what determination 
£ then could I fix? I have turned actreſs 
to preſerve my character.“ | 
The Marquis de Marialva, who loſt 
not a word of the whole diſcourſe, im- 
licitly believed every ſyllable of what 
on Antonio's widow was pleaſed to 
utter. He even joined in the conver- 
ſation, and aſked if 1 was in any buſi- 
neſs at Grenada, or elſewhere. I was 
in ſome doubt, at that inſtant, whether 
or no I ſhould tell a Tye ; but thinking 
that unneceſſary, I ſpoke truth, re- 
counting every circumſtance of my en- 
tering into and quitring the archbiſhop's 
ſervice; which afforded infinite diver- 
fiou to the Portugueze nobleman. It is 
true, that notwithſtanding my promiſe 
to Melci jor, I made myſelf a little mer- 


ry at the EX pence ot his Brace. But the | 


moſt diverting part 'of the ſcene was, 
that Laura, who thought I had invent- 
ed a ſtory in imitation of her, burſt ont 
into loud fits of laughter, which ſhe 
would have probably ſpared, had ſhe 
known that I did not diſſemhle. 

Having ended my narration, which 
1 finiſhed with the lodging I had hired, 
word was brought that dinner was on 
the table. Upon which I would have 
retired, in order to go and dine at my 
eating- houſe; but Laura, ſtopping me, 
faid, What do you mean, brother! 
© you. ſhall dine with me: and I wor't 
* even ſuffer you to live any longer in a 
* hired room; for 1 intend you ſhall 
both eat and lodge in my houſe. Or- 
der your baggage to be brought hither 
* this evening; 1 have a bed to ſpare.” 
The Portugueze nobleman, who per- 
haps was not very well pleaſed with this 
hoſpitality, addrefling himſelf to Laura, 
ſaid, * No, Eſtella; you have not con- 
* venience for him in theſe lodgings. 
* Your brother ſeems to be a pretty 
© young fellow; and the advantage he 
has in being ſo near to you, intereſts 
me in his favour. I will take him in- 
* to my ſervice : he ſhall be my favour- 
© ite ſecretary, and chief confident. Let 
him not fail to come and ſleep at my 
* houſe this very night; for I will or. 
der an apartment to be prepared for 
© the purpoſe. I will allow him a ſa- 
lary of four hundred ducats; and if 
in the ſequel, I have cauſe, as I hope 
© | ſhall, to be ſatisfied with his beha- 
« viour, I will put him in a condition 
to conſole himſelf for being too ſincere 
with the archbiſhop.” | 

The acknowledgments which I made 
to the marquis at this juncture were fol- 
lowed by thoſe of, Laura, who improved 
upon mine. So ſaying, he ſaluted his 
theatrical princeſs, and went away. She 
led me immediately into a cloſet, where 
ſeeing herſelf alone with me, I ſhould 
« burſt,” cried ſhe, if I was obliged to 
« reliſt any longer the inclination I have 
to laugh.“ Then throwing herſelf into 
an ealy chair, and holding her ſides, ſhe 
laughed immoderately, as if ſhe had Joſt 
her ſenfes. I found it impoſſible not to 
follow .her example; and when we had 
indulged ourſelves ſufficiently,. Con- 
« feſs, Gil Blas,” ſaid the, that we have 
© ated a pleaſant farce : but I did not 
© expect ſuch a cataſtrophe; my deſign 
being no other than to provide for 
* you a table and lodging in my houſe ; 
* which that I might offer with decency 
* I made thee paſs for my brother. I 


© am raviſhed that ſuch a good poſt has 


occurred 
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* occurred to thee by sccident. The 


Marquis de Marialva is a generous 
* nobleman, who will even exceed his 
« promiſe in' thy favour. 


given ſach a gracions reception to one 
© who quits hi friends witho et bidding 
© them farevel : but 1 am one of thoſe 
* good creatures, who cannot help ſee- 
© ing again, wit pleaſure, a rogue whom 
they have once loved.“ I candidly ac- 
knowledged my irnpolite behaviour, for 
which I aſked pardon. She then con- 


ducted me into a very handſome dining- 


room, where we far down at table; and, 
as a waiting- woman and lacquey were 
preſent, behaved to one another like 
brother and ſiſter. 

Having dined, we went back to the 
ſame cloſet where we had converſed to. 
gel her before. There my incomparable 

ura, giving a looſe to all her natural 
gaietyf denianded an account of all my 
adventures ſince our ſeparation. I made 
a faithful recital of the whole, and when 
I had gratified her curioſity, the gave 
me the ſame ſatisfattion, in recounting 
the following hiſtory of herſelf. 


CHAP, VII. 
The hiflory of Laura. 


I Am going to relate, as ſuccinctly 
as | can, by what accident I em- 
* braced the profeſſion of a player. 
Great eveſits happened, after you 
«tft me in ſuch an honourable manner. 
« My miſtreſs Arſenia, rather tired than 
* diſguſted with the world, renounced 
the ſtage, and carried me with her to 
a a fine eſtate which the had bought near 
* Zamora, with the pricę of her favours. 
In this city we foon contracted an ac- 
« quaintance; and going thither fre- 
© quently, to paſs a day or two, came 
* back again, and ſhut ourſelves up in 
© our caſtle. 
© In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don 
© Felix Maldonado, the corregidor's on- 
© ly ſon, ſaw me by accident, and happen- 
ing to be pleaſed with my appearance, 
* ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
me in private; which, that I may con- 
© ceal nothing from thee, I own, was fa- 
* cilitated by myſelf. Ile was a cavalier 
© not yet twenty years old, fair as Love 
© himſelf, a perfect model in ſhape, and 
* ſtill more engaging by his gallant 
and generous tion? than by his 
© perſon; for he made me an offer 
© of a large brilliant, which he had 


% 
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Another,“ 
added the, © night not, perhaps, have 


_— 


| © vern, 
much obliged to thoſe who cauſed me 
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a god 


on his finger, with ſuch | grare, P 
© and prefling intreatres, that T conld 
not, for my ſoul, refuſe it. L did not 
© poſſeſs ſuch an amiable gallant with” 

«© indifference. But what mad neſs is it 
in Abigails to attach themſelves to 
young 14 of perſons in anthority ! 
his father, the moſt ſevere of all cor- 
* regidors, informed of our correſpon- 
* dence, made haſte to prevent the con- 
© ſequences of it, and ordered me to be 
* apprehended by a troop of algnazily, 
* wh- carried me, regardleſs of my cries, .. 
© tothe Hoſpital of Compaſſion ®. There, 
without any other form of proceſs, the 
* ſuperior ordered me-to be ripped of 
© my ring and drefs, and cloathed with 
LES long gown of grey ferge, girded a- 
© bout me with a ſtrap of black leather, 
© from whence a roſary of large beads 
* hung down to my heels. This being 
performed, I was conducted into a 
C hall, where 1 found an old monk, of 
© an order that I did not know, who fell 
© a-preaching penitence to me, much in 
the fame manner as Dame Leeni 
© exhorted thee to patience in the ca- 
He told me that I was. ve 


| 
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© tobe ſhut up in that place, for they had 
done me infinite ſervice in reſcuing me' 
from the ſnares of the devil. 
* frankly own my ingratitude : far from 
thinking myſelf beholden to thofe wha; 


| © had done me that good office, I loaded 


them with imprecations. | 
© Eight days I paſſed in afflifting my + 
© felf; but on the ninth (for I counted 
© the very minutes} my fate ſeemed to 
© bear another aſpect. Croſſing a ſmall ' 
court, I met the ſteward of our houſe 
© a perſon who ruled with unlimited 
© ſway ; the ſuperior herſelf was under . 
© his 1 e aud he rendered an 
account of his ſtewardfhip to none hut 
the corregidor, on whom alone he de- 
© pended, and whoſe entire confidence 
8 he enjoyed. His pame was Pedro 
© Zendono ; he was born in the townof 
« Selle{don in Biſcay, being a tall, pale, 
* meagre man, whoſe figure would hive 
* ſerved as an excellent pattern for the 
* picture of a rank rogue. He ſcarce 
« ſeemed to look af the ſiſters; and, ig 
© ſhort, thou never ſaveeſt ſuch an hypo- 
© critical face, althougch thou haſt lived 
in an archbiſhop's palace. 
Well then,” (aid ſhe, 1 met this 
* Signior Zendono,, who ſtopped 
| © ſaying, © Daughter, be comforted, 
« am touched with; your mistortune.'* 


Bb 


I will ©. 


P< 4» 9 


ERA 


3 OO — 


„ not to afford a retreat. 


© He ſaid no more, but went about his 
* buſineſs, leaving me to make what 
.* commentaries I pleaſed on ſuch a la- 
* conick text. As I believed him to be 
+ a good man, I innocently concluded, 
that he had taken the trouble of ex- 
amining into the cauſe of my confine- 
ment, and finding me not guilty e- 
- nough to deſerve ſuch unworthy treat- 
ment, was reſolved to do me a good 
office with the corregidor. I was lit- 
© le acquainted with the gen, who 
had quite other intentions. He then 
© reſolved in his mind the ſcheme of a 
journey, which he imparted to me a 
few days after. My dear Laura,“ 
* ſaid he, JI am ſo much affected with 
« your ſufferings, that I am reſolved to 
-«« put an end to them immediately. In 
„ ſo doing, I know I ſhall embrace my 
„ gown ruin: but I am no longer maſl- 
«ter of myſelf. I intend to take you 
* out of priſon to-morrow, and . 
« you. ja perſon to Madrid; being re- 
« ſolved to ſacrifice every thing to the 
&« pleaſure of being your deliverer.“ 

« I was ready to ſwoon with joy at 
© theſe words of Zendono, who judg- 
© ing by my acknowledgments, that I 
* longed for nothing ſo much as liberty, 
© had the impudence to carry me off 
© next day, in the ſight of every body, by 
the following ſtratagem. He told the 
* ſuperior, that he had orders to bring 


- - 14 me to the corregidor, who was at a 


© plealure-houſe two - leagues from 
© town ; and, with the utmoſt aflurance, 
made me get into a poſt-chaiſe with 
© him, drawn by two good mules, which 
© he had bought for that purpoſe ; and, 
7 attended by no other ſervants than a 


* valet, who conducted the Chaiſe, and 


as entirely devoted to the ſteward, 
+ we ſet out, not for Madrid, as I jma- 
© cined, but towards the frontiers of 
Z Portugal, where we arrived before 
the Corregidor of Zamora could get 
© notice of our flight, and ſend the bea- 
s ples of juſtice in purſuit of us. 
Before we entered Braganza, the 
« Bilſcayan made me put on a ſuit of 
men's cloaths, which he had the pre- 


© caution. to provide; and now lookin 


upon me as fairly embarked with him, 
+ ſajd to me, at the inn where we lodg- 


ted, „Fair Laura, be not offended with 


re me for bringing you into Portugal; 
& ſor the Corregidor of Zamora will 
# make ſearch for us in our country, 
& as twocriminalsto whom Spain ought 
But,” added 
© he, vie can ſhelter ourſelves from his 
e reſentment in this foreign kingdom, 
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— 
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although it be, at preſent, under the 


„% dominion of the Spaniſh monarchy. 
«© Here we ſhall, at leaſt, be more ſe- 
* cure than in our own country. Fol- 
© low, therefore, a man who: adores 
you; and let us ſettle at Coimbra, 
* where. I will become a ſpy for the 
* Holy Office; and, under the ſhade of 
„that formidable. tribunal, our days 
© wHl ſmoothly glide in caſe and plea- 
„ ſure.” | | 

* Such a forward propoſal gave me 
to underſtand that I had to do with a 
* cavalier, who did not chuſe to redreſs 
the grievances of damſels, merely for 
the glory of knighr-errantry. I per- 
* ceived that he depended a good. deal 
* upon my gratitude, and ſtill more up- 
* on my diſtreſs. Nevertheleſs, though 
* theſe two conſiderations: ſpoke to me 
in his behalf, I rejected his propoſal 
* with diſdain. *Tis true, indeed, I 
* had two ſtrong reaſons for ſhewing 
* myſelf ſo reſerved ; I diſliked his per- 
* ſon, and diſtruſted his circumſtances. 
* But when, returning to the charge, 
he offered to wed me, as a prelimina- 
ry, and ſhewed me that his ſteward- 


* ſhip had r, him in a condition to en- 
e 


joy himſelf for a long time, I won't 
deny that I began to liſten to his ad- 
© dreſſes. I was dazzled by the gold 
© and jewels which he ſpread before me ; 
*and found, by experience, that as 
many metamorpholes are made by in- 
© tereſt as by love. My Biſcayan be- 
© came, gradually, quite another man in 
© my eyes: his tall withered carcaſe aſ- 
© ſumed the form ofa fine ſhape ; his pale 
* complexion ſeemed agreeably fair; 
© and I gave a favourable appellation to 
his hypocritical look. I then accept» 
© ed his hand, without reluctance, in the 
© face of Heaven, which he called to wit- 
* neſs our engagement. After this he 
* ſuffered no contradiction on my part ; 
© we ſet out again on our travels; and, 
in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a new 
© family within it's walls. „ 
* My huſband purchaſed for me ſome 
© handſome cloaths, adapted to my own 
* ſex, and preſented me with ſeveral 
* diamonds, among which I recollected 
that of Don Felix Maldonada. This 
* cifcovery was ſufficient to make me 
© conceive how all the jewels I had ſeen 
were acquired, and to perſuade me that 
© I had not married a ſcrupulous ob- 
© ſeryer of the ſeventh. article of the de- 
* calogue. But, conſidering myſelf as 


« the firſt cauſe of his dexterity, I for- 


© gave him in my heart : for a woman 
© willexcuſe even the bad actions 7 — ; 
(her 
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© her beauty prompts the men to com- 
mit; otherwiſe, I ſhould have thought 
© him an execrable villain. | 
I was pretty well ſatisfied with him 
for two or three monthe, during which 
© he behaved in a gallant manner, and 
« ſeemed to love me with great tender- 
* neſs : nevertheleſs, theſe marks of af. 
* feftion were falſe appearances; for the 
© rogue cheated me at laſt. 
© ing, on my return from maſs, I found 
* abthing at home but bare walls; the 
* whole furniture, with all my baggage, 
© was carried off: Zendono, and his 
© faithful valet, had taken their mea- 
© ſures fo well, that in leſs than an hour, 
© the general pillage of the houſe had 
deen begun and finiſhed, in ſuch a 
© manner, that with the cloaths only 
& which I had on my back, and the ring 
©of Don Felix, which was luckily on 
* my finger, I ſaw myſelf abandoned by 
© an ungrateful wretch, like another 
« Ariadne, But, 1 aſſure thee, I did not 
* amuſe myſelf with making elegies on 
* my misfortunes; I rather thanked 
© Heaven for delivering me from ſuch 
© a4 wretch, who could not fail, ſoon or 
© late, to fall into the hands of juſtice; 
and looked upon the days we hadſpent 
© together as ſo much loſt time, for 
* which I would ſoon make myſelf a. 
© mends. Had | been defirous of ſtay- 
© ing in Portugal, and attaching myſelf 
© to ſome lady of faſhion, I ſhoul4 not 
have wanted a place: but, whether 
©T loved my own country, or was in- 
* luenced by the force of deſtiny, which 
prepared a better fortune for me here, 
| reſolved to return to Spain; and 
applying to 4 jeweller, who gave me 
© ready-money for my ring, ſet out 
* with an old Spaniſh lady, who was go- 
© ing in a chaiſe to Seville, 
© This perſon, whoſe name was Do- 
© rothea; had been to viſit one of her 
© relations ſettled at Coimbra, and was 


«© on her return to Seville, where ſhe liv- 
bed. There was ſuch a ſympathy be- 


teen her diſpoſition and mine, that we 
became friends the very firſt day of 
our jonrney ; and our mutual affec- 


tion grew fo ſtrong on the road, that, 


© on our arrival, the lady would ſuffer 


"GIL LAS OF SANTIULANE. 4 ie 


One morn- 


* = 


me to lodge nowhere but in her houſe, 
© I had no cauſe to repent of my ac. 
« quaintance, for I never knew a woman 
of a better character; and one might 
| © ſtill perceive, by her features, and the 
© ſparkling of her eyes, that in ner 
youth many a guittar had been thrum-: 
med on her account: indeed, ſhe Wa 
the widbw of ſeverable noble huſ- 
bands, and lived in an honourable 
* manner on the jointures which ſhe en- 
* joyed, cis be e: . 
Among other excellent qualities; ſhe 
© had that of being very compaſſionate to 
© unfortunate young women. When 
© imparted to her my own ſtory, ſhe en. 
© tered warmly into my intereſts, and 
© beſtowed a'thonfand curſes on Zendo- 
© no, % What dogs theſe men ate!“ fajd 
© ſhe ; ina tone that made mie gueſs the 
nad met with ſome ſteward in her way ; 
© perfidious wretches! I know there 
« are ſuch villains in the world, who 
„% divert themſelves in deceiving wo- 
* men. What I am pleaſed at, my dear 
« child,” added the, is, that, accord- 
©« ing to your relation, you are no longer 
„bound to that perjured Bifcayan': i 
« your marriage with him was gos 
* enough to ſecure your reputation ;' by 
« way of recompence, it is alſo had e- 
* nough to permit you to get à better, 
whenever you can find an opportu- 
% nity.” | n FH 
went abroad every day with Do- 
© rbthea, either to church or to vilit ; 
and this being the way to meet with 
« ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the 
© notice of ſeveral cavaliers: Who, in 
© order to ſound the buſineſs, made in- 
© tereſt with my old landlady : but ſome 


Re. Mu 


had not wherewithal to make a good 


© ſettlement, and others were ſtilf mi- 
* nors; ſo that I had not the leaſt defire._. 
© of liſtening to any of them. One day, 
Dorothea and | took a whim of going 
to ſee a play at Seville “; and, upon 
© conſulting the bill, we found that ihe 
players intended to act La ſamqſa come- 
* dia, el embaxador de Si miſmo, compoſed 
© by Lope de Vega Carpiv. , © 

Among the actreſſes Who appeared 
on the ſtage, I diſcovered my old friend 


« Phenicia, that jolly merry wench 


E Seville, the capital of Andaluſia, in Spain, is ſituated in a fertile country on the river Cud- 
dalquiver, over which it has a ſtout bridge of ſeventeen boats, which joins the city to 2 2 2 


ſuburb on the other ſide. The compals of the gity, including this ſuburb, is fu 

near fourteen miles, but the wall is only eight. 

The number 

It has alſo a univerſity, and a- great 

manufactures carried e thoſe of the alk r * the moſt 
Seville is an archbiſhoprick of great antiquity and dignity, It's revenue 

amaugis 40 a hundred und twenty thouſand ducats per annum. 


and a hundred and fixty-fix towers. 
to. three hundred thouſand, 
Among the 


conſiderahle. 


ed to 
ſtrong, and adorned with fifteen 

inhabitants is reckoned to amount 

number of ſtudents. 


t is v 


B b - * whom 
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,* © queſtiqns. Godknows, I was not lazy. 
* © in getting up to repair to her lodging, 
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4 whom thou haſt ſeen when ſhe. was 


* waiting+maid to Florimonda, and with 
* whom thou haſt ſometimes ſupped at 
* Arſenia's houſe. * I knew that ſhe had 
not deen in Madrid for two years be- 
* fore, but was ignorant of her being an 
« aftre(s.. Having an eager deſire of 
* embracing 1 found the piece very 
© ted ous ; but this might be the fault of 
£ the actors, who played either too ill or 
© too well to yield me amuſement ; for 
as to me, who am a merry crea- 
« ture, I own myſelf as much diverted 


_ Thy a player who, is perfectly ridicu - 


J lous, as by one wha is excellent in his 
Way. . 
5 At length, the moment I waited for 
ro, . that is, the eng of La 
ac ia; my widow and I went 
Ny Gree) the ſcenes, where we perceived 
phenicia acting the coquette, and liſ- 
* tening with affectation to the ſoft 
© warbling of a young bird, which it 
© ſeems. had allowed itſelf to be inſoared 
© by her declamation. She no ſooner 
of A me, than quitting her ad- 
* mirer with a courteous air, ſhe came 
towards me with open arms, and load- 
£ ed. me with careilces. We expreſſed 
* our mutual joy in ſceing one another 
again; but the time and place not per- 


* mitting us to launch out into a long 


ay, when we might diſcourſe together 
© more fully at her lodgings. - 

Ihe itch of talking is one of the. 
© molt «ager paſſions of women: I could 
© ngt cloſe an eye the whole night, ſo; 


Pp avgclation, we deferred it till next 
4 


£ wuch did long to engage Plenicia, 


and worry her with queſtions. upon. 


according to the direction the had g1- 
ven me! She lived with the whole 
* company ina large hired houſe ich, 
e when L.catered, | met a maid-fervant, 
© who, when L. desired her to conduct 


dme to, Phepicia's apartment, ſhewed 


© he. up to agallery, on one fide of which 
<wexe ten or twelve ſmall chambers, 
divided from one another by party ions. 


of deal. boards only, and pollefſed by 
the joyous band.” My: guide knocked. 
at a door, v hich Phenicia, xhuſe tongue, 
l itched as well as mine, came and open- 


ed, Scarce. did we allow ourlclves 
times to {it,- before we began ts chatter. 


We hada ſevere: bruſh, and uttered in 


© onr turns ſo many interrogations, that 
© the. queſtony and replies ſucceeded 
. one nhotkher with amazing voluhility. 

After lia ving recounted-our mutual 


vadventurrs, and reciprocally informed 
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* ourſelves of the ſtate of our affairs, 
* Phenicia aſked what I intended to do: 
© 1 anſwered, that I was reſolved, until 
* ſomething better ſhould calt up, to en- 
© ter into the ſervice of ſome young lady 
* of quality. « Ofye! cried my trend, 
you joke ſure l 1s it poſſible, my dear, 
that thou art not yet diſguſted with 
© fervitude? Art thqu not tired with 
& {ſeeing thyſelf ſubjected to another's 
* will z with humouring the caprices of 
% a miſtreſs ; with hearing thyſelf re- 
& prveved.; and, wp - Ne word, with 
being a ſlave? Why wilt thou not, by 
my example, embrace atheatricallife ? 
* nothing can be more convenient. tor 
6 prope ct ſpirit, who have. neither 
birth nor fortune; it is, a. ſituation 
that holds the middle place between 
© the nobility and citizens; an unre- 


ce {tricted condition, free of that drgo- 
rum which is ſo troubleſome, ta ſo- 
„ ciety. Our revenues ate paid in ready 
* cath by the publick, which is our 
© bank; we live in continual mirth, and 
© ſpend our money as we get it. 
„% 'The ſtage,” added the, “ is parti- 
„ cularly favourable to women: while 
% lived with Florimonda, (I bluſh at 
© the remembrance of it!) I was redu- 
** ced to the neceſſity of liſtening to the 
„ candle-f{riuffers of the prince's com- 
* pry ; not one man.of taſon paid the 
leaſt attention to my figure. What 
** was the cauſe of this unimportance ? 
«« I was not ſeen :, the fineſt picture has 
© not. it's eftect, except in à particulax 
light; but lince,i have been placed 
on my proper pedeſtal, (that is, 6n-the 
© ſtage) Heavens, what a change has 
„happened! I ſee at my heels the 
„ gayelt youths of all thoſe towns 
through which we paſs. An actreſs, 
*« therefore, enjoys a great deal of plea- 
** ſure in her occupation: if ſhe is pru- 
dent, L mean, if ſhe favours one. gal- 
* lant only ar a time, ſhe has all the ho- 
© nour imaginable paid her her chaſti- 
* ty is applauded, and when, ſhe changes 
« her lover, ſhe is looked upon as a real 
idow who marries a, ſecond huſ- 
* hand: nay, if a widow takes a third, 
„ ſhe is ſpoken of with conteſpt, and 
ſaid to have infringed the delicacy of 
« her ſex; whereas the aCtreſs ſeems to 
be more and more: regarded, in pro- 
portion to the increaſe. of her admi- 
rers. After,ſhe has goue through an 
hundred 1atrigues, the is ſtill a morſel 
for a lord.“ bids 1 
„To whom do-yorr talk in this man- 
«© ner?” ſaid I, interrupting her. DO 


— 


E. vou think I am ignorant of theſe 


« advantages? 
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« advantages? I have often reflected 
* on them; and they but too much flat- 
„ ter the imagination of ſuch à girl as 
«© me: Leven feel an inclinatton-for the 
es ſtage; but that alone is not ſufficient ; 
te talent is abſolutely neceſſarv, and l have 
„ none; for when 1 ſometimes attempt- 
« ed to repeat paſſages of plays before 
« Arſenia, ſhe has always round fault 
« with my performance, fo that 1 was 
e diſguſted at the profeſſion.” —** Thou 
« art ealily diſcouraged,” replied Pheni- 
cia; ** doſt thou not know that theſe 
great act reſſes are commonly jealous ? 
of They are afraid, in ſpite of all their 
« vanity, of being echpied. In ſhort, 1 
„ won't take Arſenia's word for thy 
* incapacity ; for ſhe was certainly in- 
« ſincere: nay, I aſſure thee, without 
« flattery, that thou art born for the 


«ſtage z thou haſt genius a free and | 


« graceful carriage, a ſweet voice, a 


« good cheſt, and withal & face! Ah, 


% baggage, how many cavaliers wilt thou 
„% charm, it thou turneſt actreſs!“ 

© She plied me with more ſuch fe. 
« ducing diſcourſe, and made me pro- 


« nounce fume verſes, that ſhe herfelf | 


© might judge of my capacity for act- 
ing: but when ſhe heard me, it was 
« quite another caſe; ſhe overwhelmed 
< me with applauſe, and preferred me 
to all the actreſſes in Madrid. After 
© this, I ſhould have been inexcuſable, 
© had I doubred my own merit. Ar- 
© {enia ſtood impeached and convicted 
© of envy and inſincerity; and 1 could 
© not help allowing that I was an ad- 
< mirable ſubject. 
© happened to come in at that inſtant, 
* and before whom Phenicia obliged me 
to repeat the verſes which 1 had alrea- 
dy recited to her, were ſeized with a 
kind of extaſy; from which they no 
© ſooner recollected themſelves, than 
© they loaded me with praiſe. In 
« good-earneſt, had. the three wagerecl 
© with one another which, of them thould 
© applaud me moſt, they could not have 
employed more hyperbohcal expreſ- 
© fions; My modeſty was not proof 
© againſt ſuch elogiums: I began to 
believe myſelf of ſome value; and 
thus my thoughts were turned towards 
the ſtage. 
«Come on then, my dear,” faid I 
c to: Phenicia ; „the affair is determin- 
«ed; I will' follow thy advice, and 
„% enter into the c 
« they think well of it,” My friend, 
© tranſported with joy at theſe words, 
< hngged me in her arms; and her two 


Two actors, who' 


iy, provided 


comrades ſeemed. no leis delighted 10 


ws. AM 
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_ 
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at Seville to believe it. 


find me in "theſe ſentſments. We 
agreed that next day I ſhouid repeir 
© to the theatre in the morning, aud 
© before the whole company aſſembled, 
ſhe the ſame ſample of my talent 
© that I had exhibited to them. If T 
© had acquired the good opinion of thoſe 
© who were at Pheniciz's lodgings, all 
© the actors judged of me ſtill more ta- 
* vourably when I had pronoujced” 
about twenty verſes in their preſence. 
© They received me very'willingly into 
their company; and then I waggyholly 
© engrofſed by my firſt appearance, 
* which, that I might render as gay as 
* poſſible, I employed upon it all the 
© money that remained from the ſale of 


my ring; and though I had not enough 


to make a ſuperb figure; I at Jeaft 
found means to ſupply the want of 
© maynificence by a genteel taſte in my 
 drefs. | | | 

* At length I appeared on the ſtage 


| * for the firſt time; and then, «hat 


* thundering applanſe, what elogiums 


© was I favoured with! It is downright 


* mudeſty, my friend, to ſay ſimply that 
1 ravicthed the audience; one muſt 
© have been witneſs of the noiſe I made' 
I became the' 
«© diſcourſe of the whole city; which, 
during three weeks, came in erowds 
* to the play-houſe, in ſuch a manner, 
* that the company, by this novelty, re- 
called the publick, which had began 
* to deſert them. 1 began, then, in a 
manner that charmed eveiy bady; 
and this was the ſame thing as if I had 
© advertiſed * myſelf to be let to the 
© higheſt bidder. Twenty cavaliers, of 
© all ayes, outvicd one another in their 
* protters to me; and if 1 had followed 
my own inclination, I would have 
© choſen him ho was young and hand- 
© ſome: but people of our ſtamp ought 
© to conſulr nothing but their mrereſt 
© and ambition, when a ſettlement is 
© depending. For this reaſon, Don 
© Ambroſio de Niſana, a man already 
© old and ugly, but rich and generous, 


© and one of the moſt powerful noble; 
men of Andaluſia, had the preference, 


rue, indeed, I made him er 
my favours at a good price; he hired 
© for me a grand houſe, which he ſur- 
© niſhed in a very magnificent manner, 
gave me an expert cook, two lacquies, 
© a chamber-maid, and a thouſand” du- 
* cats for my monthly 'expence, over 


© and above rich eloaths, aud a pretty” 
© large quantity of jewels. 


What a change was this in my for- 


tune i My reaſon could not ſupport 
it: 
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© it: I appeared to myſe!f, all of a ſud- 
« den, quite another perſon; and I am 
not ſurprized that there are girls who 
forget in a little time the meanneſs and 
© miſery from which they are reſcued 
* by the caprice of quality. I will make 
© a fincere conteſſion ; the applauſe of 
© the publick, the flattering diſcourſe 
© that I heard from all quarters, and 
© the paſſion of Don Ambrolio, infpired 
© me with ſentiments of vanity, that 
© amounted to mere extravagance. I 
© conſigered my talent as a noble title; 
I aſſumed the airs of a woman of qua- 
© lity ;-and becoming as covetons as I 
had before been prodigal of my ſmiles, 
6 reſolved to limit my proſpect to dukes, 
© counts, and marquiſſes, only. 

© Signior de Niſana came to ſup at my 
© houle every evening with ſome of his 
friends; and I, on my ſide, took care 
©to invite the moſt engaging of our 
© areſſes ; ſo that we commonly ſpent 


© the beſt part of the night in drinking 
| accommodated 


and making merry. 
« myſelf mighty well to ſuch an agree- 
© able life, which, however, laſted but 
« {tix months. Noblemen are apt to 
« change, otherwiſe they would be too 
< amiable. Don Ambroſio forſook me, 
for a conquelt he had made of a young 
«© creature what Grenada, who had ar- 
« rived at Seville, with ſome charms, 
and the talent of diſpoſing them to the 
£ beſt advantage. My affliction at his 
« inconſtancy did not laſt, however, 
longer than four and twenty hours. 


« |] choſe in his room a cavalier of two 


« and twenty, called Don Lewis de Al- 


« cacer; to whom, in point of perſon, - 


few Spaniards could be compared. 
Thou wilt, doubtleſs, aſk, and thou 
© haſt reaſon ſo to do, why I took ſuch 
© a young nobleman for my gallant, 
« when I knew the conſequences of ſuch 
« choice. But, beſides that Don Lewis 
« had neither father nor mother, and 
already enjoyed his eſtate, I muſt tell 
« thee, that theſe conſequences are not 
© to be dreaded but by girls of ſervile 
condition, or unhappy ſhe-adventurers. 
Women of our profeſſion are privi- 
© leged perſons, and not at all antwer— 
© able for the effects that our charms 
© produce. So much the worſe for 
© thoſe families whole heirs we pillage! 
Alcacer and | attached ourſelves ſo 
e ſtrongly to one another, that no mu- 
«tual paſſion, I believe, ever equalled 
« that with, which we were inflamed. 


We loved with ſo much fury, that 


« ane would have thought we were both 
enchanted; and thule who were aC- 
_ 


| 


© quainted' with our correſpondence, 
believed us the moſt happy lovers in 
* the world; though we were, in reality, 
the moſt miſerable. If Don Lewis 
* had a perſon altogether atniable, he 
* was at the ſame time fo jealous, that 
* he afflifted me inceſſantiy witli unjuſt 
* ſuſpicions. It was in vain for me to 


* accontmodate myſelt to this weakneſs, - 


* to conitrain myſelf ſo far as not to 
look upon a man. His diſtruſt, inge- 
*nzous in finding out crimes to lay 10 
my charge, rendered my cantion alto. 
* gether uſeſeſſ. Our moſt tender mo- 
* ments were always diſturbed by quar- 
* rels, which it was impoſſible to end e, 
© Both of us loſt our patience, and we 
broke in a friendly manner. Wouldſt 
* thon believe it? we looked upon the 
* laſt day as the moſt charming of our 
commerce. Equally fatieued with the 
* troubles we had undergone, we ex- 
* prefſed the ntmoſt joy in our mutual 
* adieu. We were like two miſerable 
* captives, who, after a rude ſlavery, at 
, laſt recover their freedom. 

Since that adventure, I am always 
© on my guard againſt love. I will no 
© more contract attachments that may 
* ciiturb my repoſe : it does not become 
* thoſe of our profeſſion to ſigh like 
* other people; and we ought not to 
© entertain in private a paſſion, the ridi- 
* cule of which we repreſent in pub. 
© tick. 

About this time I afforded ſome 
* employment to Fame, which reported 


* every where that I was an inimitable 


* actreſs. On the afſurance of this god. 
* dels, the plavers of Grenada wrote to 
* me, propoling that i ſhould enter into 
* their company; and, to let me know 
* that the propoſal was not to be re. 
« zected, ſent me an account of their 
* daily expence, and the terms of their 
© offer; from which I concluded, that 
it would be for my intereſt to comply. 
* 1 accepted it, therefore; though, at 
bottom, I was grieved at parting from 
© Phenicia and Dorothea, whom 1 loved 
© as much as one woman 1s capable of 
loving others of her ſex. I left the 
* firſt buſy in melting the plate of a 


© little merchant-goldfmith, who, out 


* of vanity, would have an actreſs for 
© his miſlreſs. 1 forgot to tell thee, 
that, when I devoted myſelf to the 


* ſtage, I changed, through whim, my' 


name from Laura into that of Eſtella, 
* under which appellation I fet out for 
Grenada. | 
Here my firſt a 

© leſs lucky thai at 
| « myſelf 


arance was no 
ville, and 1 ſaw N 


i 
| 


N 
| 
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© myſelf at once ſurrounded. by admi- 
© rers ; but being reſolved to favour 
none except iq an honourable way, 1 
© hehaved to them with ſo much reſerve, 
that they were blinded by my affected 
© modeſty. Nevertheleſs, that I might 
not be the dupe of a conduct that 
would be of no ſervice, and which 
© indeed was not natural to me, I was 
going to liſten to a young judge, of 
the citizen race, who aſſumed the no- | 
© bleman by virtue of his office, a ſump- 


< tuous table, and rich equipage, when 


© I ſaw, for the firſt time, the Marquis 
© de Marialva. This Portugueze lord, 
« who travels through Spain out of cu- 
© riolity, ſtopped on his way at Grenada; 
and coming to the play one night, 
« when I did not act, conlidered with 
great attention the actreſſes who pre- 
« ſented themſelves, and found one to 
© his liking. He made an acquaintance 
with her the very next day, and was 
© ready to conclude the bargain, when I 
« appeared on the ſtage. My figure, 
and the air I gave myſelf, turned the 
« weather-cock all on a ſudden, and my 
* Portugueze attached himſelf to me 
© only. To confeſs the truth, as I was 
not ignorant, that my comrade had 
* pleaſed that nobleman, I ſpared no- 
© thing to deprive her of her conquelt ; 
and I had the good fortune to accom- 
« pliſk it. 1 know that ſhe bears me a 
* grudge for my ſucceſs, but I could 
not help doing it; and ſhe ought to 
© conſider it as a thing ſo natural to 
© women, that the belt friends make 
© no ſcruple of practiüng it on one ano- 
\ ther.” 


CHAP. VIII. 


The reception which Gil Blas met with from 
the players of Grenada, and his finding 
an old acquaintance behind the ſcenes. 


AURA had no ſooner finiſhed her 

ſtory. than an old actreſs, who lived 
in the neighbourhoud, came 10 take her 
up in her way to the play-houſe, This 
venerable ſlage - heroine would have been 
very proper for playing the part of the 
goddeſs Cotys, My lifter did not fail 
to preſent her brother to this ſuperan- 
nuated figure; upon which a great many 
compliments paſſed on both ſides. 
4 [efe them together, telling the ſtew- 
ard's widow, that I would rejoin. her 
at the theatre, as ſoon as I ordered my 

age to be carried to the Marquis 
de Marialva's houſe, to which he gave 
me « direction. I went immediately to 


| profound buws. 
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having ſatised my landlady, I repaired, 
with a man who carried my portman- 
teau, to a large furniſhed Pole where 
my new maſter lodged. I met at the 
door his ſteward, who aſked me if I 
was not Dame Eſtella's brother; and, 
upon — anſwering in the affirmative, 
id, Signior Cavalier, you are very 
© welcome: the Marquis de Marialva, 
© whoſe ſteward I have the honour to 
be, has ordered me to give you a hand- 
* ſome reception. There is a chamber 
prepared for you, to which, if you 
© pleaſe, I ſhall ſhew you the way.“ 80 
ſaying, he carried me to the top of the 
houſe, and ſhewed me into a chamber 
ſo ſmall, that a very narrow bed, a 
cheſt, and two chairs, quite filled it. 
This was my apartment. You won't 
© be very much at large in this place,” 
ſaid my guide; * but, to make you 
* amends, you ſhall be lodged in a ſu- 
© perb manner at Liſbon.” I locked my 
portmanieau in my cheſt, put the key 
in my pocket, and aſked at what hour 
they ſupped., Ir was anſwered, that 
the Portugueze nobleman kept no table 
at home, but gave a. certain monthl 
ſum to each domeſtick for his board. 4 
put other queſtions to him, and learned; 


that the people belonging to the marquis 


were a parcel of happy fluggards. After 
a ſhort converſation, I left the ſteward, 
to go in queſt of Laura, agreeably en- 
groiſed with the preſage I had conceived 
of my new place. os 
As ſoon as I arrived at the plays 
houſe door, and told that I was Eftella's 
brother, I was immediately admitted; 
You might have feen the guards as eager 
in making a paſſage for me, as if I had 
beeu one of the mgſt conſiderable noble» 
men of Grenada. All the ſervants and 
duor-keepers whom 1 met made me 
But what I wiſh IT 
could paint to the reader, was my ſerio- 
comical reception behind the ſcenes, 
where I found the company all dreſſed, 
and ready to begin. The men over- 
whelmed me with embraces ; and the 
women, in their turns, applying their 
painted faces to mine, covered it with 
white and red. Each defirous of being 
the firſt to make their compliment, they 
(poke all together: it. was impoſſible. 
for me alone to anſwer; but my ſiſter 
came to my aſſiſtance, and her indefati- 
gable tongue did not leave me ig de 
to any one. | * 
The embraces of the actors and ac- 
treſſes did not ſuffice; for I was alſo 
obliged to 3 the civilities of the 


my, own. room ; from whence, after 
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ſcene- painter, muſick, prompter, 
candle 
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candle-ſnuffer and his deputy ; in ſhort, 
of all the ſervants of the theatre, who, 
on the report of my arrival, came run- 
ning to behold me. One would have 
thought that all thele people were 
foundlings, who had never ſeen a bro- 
ther before. 

Meanwhile the performance begun ; 

and ſome gentlemen, who were behind 
the ſcenes, ran to their places; while 
I, like a child of the houſe, continued 
to converſe with thoſe of the actors 
who were not on the ſtage. Among 
theſe, I heard one called Melchior: 
I was ſtruck with the name; I conſi- 
dered with attention the perſon who 
bore it, and imagined I had ſeen him 
ſomewhere. I at length recollected him 
tobe Melchior Zapata,that poor ſtroller, 
who, as I obſerved in the firſt volume 
of my hiſtory, ſoaked cruſts of bread in 
a ſpring. 
Taking him afide accordingly, * I 
am miſtaken,” ſaid I, if you are not 
that Signior Melchior with whom I 
had the hanour to breakfaſt one day 
at the (ide of a clear ſpring between 
© Valladolid and Segovia. I was in com- 
$ pany with a j urneyman barber ; we 
« had ſome proviſions in a knapſack, 
which, being joined to yours, made up 
© a pretty little repaſt, which was ſea- 
* ſoned with a thouſand agreeable ſal- 
© lies.* Zapata having muſed ſome mi- 
nutes, anſwered, * You mention a 
* circumſtance which I recal without 
« difficulty: I was then returning to 
s Zamora, from having made an un- 
s ſucceſsful attempt on the ſtage at 
Madrid: I remember the ſame thing,” 
ſaid 1, by this token, that you wore a 
jacket lined with play-bills., You ſee 
1 have not forgot it, no more than 
that you complained at that time of 
having too chaſte a wife. —“ Oh, 1 
6 have no canſe to complain of that at 
« prefent !' ſaid Zapata, with precipita- 
tion; ©* egad! my goſſip is very much 
« reformed in that particular, and there- 
fore my jacket is better lined than for- 
« merly.” 

I was-going to congratulate him on 
his wife's reformation, when he was 
obliged to leave me, in order to appear 
upon the ſtage. Curious to know his 
ſpouſe, I made up to an actor, and de- 
red he would ſhew her to me. This 
he did, ſaying, There ſhe is; that is 
« Narciſſa, the handiomeſt of our ladies, 
6 ſiſter excepted.“ I immediately 
concluded, that this actreſs muſt be the 


| 


over, 1 conducted Laura to her 


in favour of whom the Marquis de [ 


Marialva had declared himſelf, before 
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he had ſeen Eſtella; and my conjecture 
was but too true, When the play was 

lodging, 
where I perceived ſeveral cooks pre- 
paring a great entertainment. Thou 
* mayeſt ſup here,” ſaid ſhe. <4 I won't 
indeed,“ faid 1; the marquis. per- 
© haps, will chuſe to be alone with you.” 
— , not at al!“ the replied; * he is 
© to be here with two of his friends and 
* one of our gentlemen; and it is in 
* thy own option to make a ſixth. Thou 
Kknoweſt that, in the houſes of actreſſes, 
* ſecretaries have the privilege of eating 
* with their maſters.” True,“ ſaid 1; 


but it would be a little too early for 


me to put myſelf on the footing of a 
favourite ſecretary : I muſt firſt enjoy 
* his confidence, before 1 can merit that 
* honourable privilege.” So ſaying, I 


left her; and repaired to my eating- 


houſe, which I intended to frequent 
every day, fince my maſter kept no table 
at home. | | 5 


CHAP. IX. 


He ſupped that evening with an extraordi - 
nary man e an account of what happened 
between them. | 


Obſerved in the hall a kind of old 
monk, cloathed in coarſe grey cloth, 
who was at ſupper all alone in a cor- 
ner. Sitting down, out of curioſity, 
juſt oppoſite to him, I ſaluted him ver 
civilly, and he ſhewed himſelf no lets 
3 My pittance being brought, 1 
egan to diſpatch it with a good deal 
of appetite; and while I eat in filence, 
I frequently looked at this perſon, whoſe 
eyes I always found fixed on mine. 
Fatigued with his ſtubborn perſeverance 
in louking at me, 1 addreſſed him in. 
theſe words: Father, have we ever 
* {zen one another before? You obſerve 
me as if I was not altogether unknown 
© te vou.“ a | 
He anſwered, with great gravity, 
* My reaſon for fixing my eyes upon 
© you, is to admire the prodigious va- 
© riety of adventures which are marked 
© in the features of your face.'—* I fee,” 
ſaid I, with an air of raillery, *that your 
© reverence deals in metopoſcopy,%—* [ 
© may boaſt of poſſeiſing that art, replied 
the monk ; © and of having made pre- 
* ſages which have been verified by the 
event. I am alfo ſkilled in chiro- . 
© mancy, and will venture to fay, that 
© my oracles are infallible, when I have 
compared the inſpection of the hand | 
with that of the face.“ e 
Although this old man had alt the 
appearance 
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appearance of a wiſe 
him ſo. fooliſh, that | could not help 
laughing in his face. Inſtead of being 
offended, he ſmiled at my unpoliteneſs, 
and continued ſpeaking in theſe words, 
after having caſt his eyes around the 
hall, to be aſſured that nobody liſtened, 
I am not ſurprized to ſee you ſo pre- 
© judiced againſt two ſciences which are 
© looked upon as frivolous in this age. 
The long and paioful ſtudy which they 
demand diſcourages all the learned 
* men, who renounce and decry them, 
out of deſpair of acquiring them. For 
- * my own part, I am not diſcouraged 
- © by the obſcurity in which they are 
© ſhrouded, no more than by the diffi- 
© culties which inceſſantly occur in the 
© ſearch ot chymical ſecrets, and in the 
* wonderful art of tranſmuting metals 
© into gold. 
© But I don't conſider,“ added he, re- 
collecting himſelf, * that I ſpeak to a 
© young cavalier, to whom my. diſcourſe 
© muſt in eſtect appear quite chimerical. 
A ſample of my ſkill will diſpoſe you 
much better than all I can ſay to judge 
* more favourably of my art.“ With 
theſe words, he took out of his ket 
a phial full of red liquor; and then 
ſaid, © Here is an Elixir which I com- 
© poſed this morning of the juice of cer- 
© tain plants diſtilled in an alembick ; 
© for I have employed almoſt all my life, 


«like Democritus, in finding out the 
«© properties of minerals and ſimples. 
. You ſhall ſee it's virtue put to the 


proof. The wine which we row drink 


© to ſupper, though it is execrable, ſhall 


© become excellent.“ So ſaying, he put 
into my bottle two drops of his elixir, 
which rendered my wine more delicious 
than the beſt that 1s drank in Spain. 
The marvellous ſtrikes the imagina- 
tion; and when once that is gained, the 
u 
wit ſuch a fine ſecret, and perſuaded 
that he muſt be more than the devil who 
could find it ont, I cried, in a tranſport 
of admiration, * Oh, father! pray par- 
don me, if I took you at firſt for an 
old fool; I now do juſtice to your 
© capacity, and need no more than I 
© have ſeen to be aſſured, that you 
could, if you pleaſed; convert, in an 
© inſtant, a bar of iron into an ingot of 
© gold. How happy ſhould I be could 
6 [ podets ſuch an admirable ſcience !* 
Heaven preſerve you from ſuch an 
' © acquiſition,* ſaid the man, rap 
ing me with a profound ſigh: You 
1 don't know, my dong what a ſecret 
No. 80. 20 3 


+ The 


1 thought | 


22 is no longer uſed. Charmed 


« you wiſh. for. Inſtead of envying, ra- 
ther pity me, for having beſtowed ſo 
much pains to make, myſelf unhappy. 
© 1 live in continual diſquiet. I am 
afraid of being diſcovered, and that my 
* labours will be rewarded by perpetual 
© impriſonment. In this apprehenſion, 
I lead a wandering life, diſguiſed ſome- 
« times like a prieſt or monk, and ſome - 
times like a peaſant or cavalier. Is it 
© then an advantage to know how to 
make gold at that price? and are not 
* riches a real puniſhment for thoſe per- 
© ſons who caunot enjoy them in tran» 
« quillity !“ 

This diſcourſe ſeeming to me very 
ſenſible, I ſaid to the ſage, © There is 
* nothing like a quiet life : you give me 
© a diſguſt at the philoſopher's ſtone z 
© and I will be contented with learning 
* of you the future events of my life.“ 
— With all my heart, child,“ anſwered 
he ; © I have already made my remarks 
on your features ; let us now ſee your 
© hand,” I preſented it to him with a 
confidence that will not do me much 
honour in the opinion of ſome readers ; 
and he having examined it with great 
attention, exclaimed, in a fit of enthu- 
tiaſm, * Ahl what tranſitions from 
grief to joy, and from joy to grief! 
What capricious ſucceſſions of miſ- 
* fortune and proſperity | But you have 
already experienced a great deal of 
© theſe viciſſitudes. You have not a 
great many more afflictions ro under- 
go; and a nobleman will confer upon 
you an agreeable deſtiny, not ſubjze& 
to change.“ Atter having aſſured me, 
that I might depend on this prediction, 
he bade me farewel, and went out of 
the eating-houſe, leaving me quite en- 

oſſed with the things which 1 had 

eard. I did not at all doubt that the 
Marquis de Marialva was the noble- 
man io queſtion ; and, of conſequence, 
nothing ſeemed more poſſible than the 
accompliſhment of the oracle. But 
though I had not feen the leaſt appear- 
ance of probability, I could not have 
helped repoling an entire belief in the 
retended monk, ſo much authority had 
he acquired in my opinion by his elixir. 
On my fide, that I might haſten the 
h«ppineſs that was predicted to me, I 
reſolved to attach 2 to the marquis 
more than I had done to any of my 
maſters; and having formed this reſo- 
lution, I retired to dur houſe in a tranſ- 
port of joy that I cannot expreſs. Never 
did a woman leave a fortune-teller with 
more ſatisfaction. y ST 
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| ff bes marquis was not yet come home 


., nobleman, whoſe confidence I ſo ill re- 
paid. In ſhort, after à ſevere ' exami- 
nation, I concluded, that if I was not 
.. a rogue, I was next kin to one. 


- quences, I repreſented.to myſelf that 1 
played à very high game, in deceiving 


C H A P. X. 


The commiſſion that the Marquis de Marialva 
gave to Gil Blgs, and the manner in 
which that faithful ſecretary acquitted. 
himſelf of it. | 


from the lodgings of his actreſs ; 
and I found his valets de chambre play- 
ing at primero in his apartment, expect. 
ing his return; I made up to them, and 
we amuſed ourſelves in makihg merry 
till two o'clock in the morning, when 
our maſter arrived. He was a little 
lurprized to ſee me, and ſaid with a 
grocings air, which made me gueſs that 

e returned very well ſatisfied with his 
evening's pleaſure, * How, Gil Blas! 
« not yet a- bed?“ I anſwered, that I 
was firſt willing to know what orders 
he had for me. I ſhall, perhaps,” he 
reſumed, *giye' you a commiſſion to- 
* morrow morning; but it will be time 
* enough then to tell you the parti- 
* culars. Meanwhile, you may go to 
* reſt ; and henceforth remember, that 
* I diſpenſe with your attendance in the 
* evening, having occaſion for nobody 
* but my valets de chambre.” 

After this explanation, which at bot- 
tom gave me a good deal of pleaſure, 
ſince it ſpared me a piece of ſubjection 
which I ſhould have ſometimes felt in a 
very diſagreeable manner, I left the 
marquis in his apartment, and retiring 
to my garret, went to bed; but having 
no inclination to fleep, it came into 


my head that I ſhould follow the advice 


which Pythagoras gives us, of recollect- 
ing at night all that we have done in the 
day, in order to applaud our good, and | 
condemn our bad actions. 

I did not find my conſcience clear 
enough, to be ſatisfied with my con- 
duct; but reproached myſelf with hav- 
ing ſupported the impoſtuse of Laura. 
In vain did I ſuggeſt as an excuſe, that 
I could not in honour give the lye to a 
girl, who had nothing in view but to do 
me a pleaſure ; and that, in ſome ſhape, 
I found myſelf under a neceſſity of be- 
ing an accomplice in the cheat. Little 
ſatisfied with this apolegy, I anſwered, 
that I ought not then to have puſhed 
things ſo far; and that I muſt have a 
great deal of impudence to live with a 


From thence palling to the conſe- 
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a man of quality; who, for my ſins, 
would perhaps ſoon difcoyer the trick. 
A reflection ſo judicious, terrified me 
not a little; but the ideas of pleaſure 
and intereſt ſoon diſſipated my fear: 
beſides, the prophecy of the man with 
the elixir would have been ſufficient to 
remove my doubts. I gave myſelf up, 


therefore, to the moſt agreeable fal- 


cies: I formed new rules of arithme- - 


tick, to reckon within myſelf the ſum 


to which my wages would amount at 
the end pf ten years ſervice, To this 1 
added the gratifications which I ſhould 
receive from my maſter ; and meaſuring 


them by his liberal diſpoſition, or rather. 
by my own defires, I had an intemper- 


ance of imagination, (if I may be al- 


lowed the expreſſion) which fet no 


bounds to my fortune ; I was gradually 
Inlled by ſo much wealth, and fell aſleep 
in the very act of building caſtles in Spain. 
Next day F got up at eight o'clock 
in the morning, to go and receive my 
patron's orders; but as I opened the 
door to go out, I was, very much ſur- 
prized to ſee him appear before me all 
alone, in his night-cap and morning- 
gown. * Gil Blas,” ſaid he, laſt night, 
© wlien 1 left your ſiſter, I promiſed to 
© be with her this morning; but an 
« affair of conſequence hinders me from 
keeping my word. Go, and aſſure her 
© from me, that lam very much-morti- 
« fied at the diſappointment ; and tell 
© her, I ſhall certainly ſup with her in 
© the evening. This is not all, added 
he, putting into my hand a purſe with 
a little ſhagreen box enriched with dia- 
monds z carry this my 3 to her, 
© and keep this purſe, of fifty piſtoles, 
* which I give as a mark of the friend- 
© ſhip I have already conceived for you.“ 
I took the picture with one hand, and 
the purſe 1 ſo little deſerved with the 
other; and running inſtantly to Laura, 
cried, in the exceſs of joy with which 
I was tranſported, * Good |: the pre- 
« diction is viſibly accompliſhing. What 
© a happineſs is it to be the brother of 
«ſuch a handſome and gallant girl! 
© What a-pity. it is that there is not as 


much honour as profit and pleaſure i 


it Pris | | 
Laura, contrary. to the cuſtom of 
people of her profeſſion, being uſed to 
riſe early, I ſurprized her at her toilette; 
where, in expectation of the Portu- 
gueze, ſhe joined to her natural beauty 


— 


all the auxiliarycharms that the art of 


coquetry could beſtow. Amiable 
Estella l' ſaid.I to her when I entered, 


3 


| © the load/tons of ſtrangers! I may now 


Clit 
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« fit at table with my maſter, ſince he has 
_ © honoured me with'a commiſſion which 
gives me that prerogative, and of 
« which I come to acquit myſelf. He 
© cannot have the pleaſure of your com- 
6 pany this morning, as he propoſed ; 
« but, for your conſolation, will ſup 
with you at night; and he ſends yon 
© his picture, which to me ſeems a mat- 
© ter of ſtill greater conſolation.” 

1 accordingly gave her the box, 
which, by the bright ſparkling of the 
diamonds that adorned it, infinitely re- 
joiced her eye-ſight. She opened it, 
and ſhntting it again, after having con- 
ſidered the painting ſuperficially, re- 
turned to the ſtones, whoſe beauty ſhe 
extolled, ſaying with a ſmile, © Theſe 
* are copies which we women of the ſtage 
value more than originals.” | 

'I then told her that the generous Por- 
tugueze, when he entruſted me with the 
picture, had gratified me with a purſe 
of fifty piſtoles. I congratulate thee 
upon thy good fortune ;* ſaid ſhe to 
me: this nobleman begins where 
others even rarely end.'—" To you, 
my dear creature,“ I replied, * I owe 
this preſent :* the marquis beſtowed it 
upon me ſolely on account of my being 


© your brother.“ I wiſh,* faid ſhe, 


that he would give you as much every 
© day; for I cannot expreſs how dear 
* thou art to me. The very firſt mo- 


* ment I ſaw thee, I attached mylelf to 


« thee by a tie too ſtrong for time to 
© breck. When I loſt thee at Madrid, 
« I did not deſpair of finding thee again; 
© and yeſterday, when 1 ſaw thee, re- 
© ceived ' thee as a man whom Fate 
brought back to my arms. Ina word, 
my friend, Heaven has deſtined us 
* for one another: thou ſhalt be my 
© huſband ; but we muſt firſt enrich our- 
© ſelves: I want to have two or three 
e _ intrigues to make thee eaſy for 
life.“ n 

I thanked her in a polite manner for 
the trouble ſhe intended to take on my 
account; and we inſenſibl engaged in 
a converſatiog that laſted till noon. 
Then I —— to give an account to 
my maſter of the manner in which his 
preſent was received; and though Lau- 
ra had given me no inſtructions on that 
ſubject, I did not fail to compoſe by the 
way a fine compliment, which I intend- 
ed to repeat in her name. But when I 
went „I was told that the marquis 
had gone out; and it was decreed that 
I ſhould ſee him no more, as may be 
perceived in reading the following 

chapter. | 1 7" 15998 


r 


* think it my duty to give you a very 


| 6« ing her, 


CHAP. XI. 


Gil Blas receives @ piece of news which ts 
lie @ thunderbolt to him. 
I Repaired to my eating- houſe, where, 
meeting two men of very agreeable 
converſation, I dined and fat at table 
with them till it was time to go to the 
Fut Then we parted; they went a- 
out their own affairs, and I took the 
road to the theatre. 1 muſt obſerve, 
by the bye, that I had all the reaſon in 
the world to be in good-humour ; mirth 
had reigned in my converſation with 
theſe two gentlemen ; my fortune wore' 
a moſt ſmiling face: nevertheleſs my 
ſpirits ſank, without my knowing the 
reaſon, and without my being able to 
keep them up. It was, doubtleſs, a pre- 
ſage of the misfortune with which 1 was 
threatened. eee 
As I entered the green- room, Mel 
chior Zapata came to me, and telling 
me ſoftly to follow him, carried me in- 
to a private place, and addreſſed me in 
this manner: „ Signior Cavalier, I 


* - 


© important piece of intelligence. Vou 
* know that the Marquis de Marialva' 
had, at firſt, a paſſion for Narciſſa, my 
wife; and had already appointed a 
day to come and take a flice of my rib, 
{ when the artful Eſtella found means 
to break the bargain, and alture the 
* Portugueze nobleman to her on 
* charms. You. may well believe that 
©an actreſs does not loſe ſuch 'a good 
prey without vexation. My Tponſe” 
has this affair at heart, and is capable 
* of undertaking any thing to be reveng- 
© ed : ſhe has now a fair occaſion. Yeſ- 
© terday, it you remember, all our ſer- 
« vants crowded to fee you; when the 
© under-candle-ſnuffer told ſome of the 
company, that he knew you very well, 
* and that you was nothing leis than 
« Eftella's brother. 7 0 
This | report,” added Melchior, 
* reached the ears of Narciſſa; Who did 
not fail to interrogate the author, and 
© he has confirmed his aſſertion, by tell. 
that he knew you Arſenia's ' 
« valet, at the fame time that Eſtella, 
© under the name of Laura, ferved that 
* actreſs at Madrid, My wite, charm- 
© ed with that diſcovery, will impart it 
to the Marquis de Marialva, who is to 
© be at the play'this evening. Take your 
* meaſures accordingly ; if you are not 
© aftually Eſtella's brother, I adviſe 
© you, as a friend, and on account of 


by 
£ 


© our old acquaintance, to provide for ' 
' 2 ſafety. Narciſſa, who demande 
C 2 
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© but one victim, has allowed me to give 
you this notice, that you may prevent 
any ſiniſter accident by immediate 
« flight.” 1 

It would have been ſuperfluous in him 
to ſay more of the maiter. I thanked 
the ſtage-player for his information ; 
and he eaſily perceived, by my terrified 
look, that I was not the man to give the 
candle-ſnuffer the lye. 1 did not feel 
the leaſt inclination to depend upon my 
effrontery : I was not even tempted to 


bid Laura farewel, leſt ſhe ſhould have 


inſiſted on my, facing it out. I could 
very well conceive that ſhe was an actreſs 
of ſuch (kill, as to be able to extricate 
herſelf out of the dilemma; but I ſaw 
nothing except an infallible chaſtiſement 
for me, and I was not ſo much in love 
as to brave it. My ſole ſtudy being, 
therefore, to eſcape with my houſhold 
gods, (I mean, my. baggage) I diſap- 

ared from the play-houſe in a twink- 

ing, and with the utmoſt diſpatch cauſ- 

ed my, portmanteau to be tranſported to 
the houſe of a carrier, who was to ſet 
out for Toledo at three o'clock next 
morning. 1 could have wiſhed to be 
with the Count de Polan, whoſe houſe 
ſeemed my only aſylum; but 1 was not 
yet there; and I could not, without the 
utmoſt uneaſineſs, think on the time I 
had to ſtay ina city where I was afraid 
they Lats * ſearch for me even in the 
night. 

I did, not, for all that, omit going to 
ſupper at my eating-houſe, although | 
was as much diſturbed as a debtor who 
knows that there are bailifis at his heels. 
What I cat that evening did not, I be- 
lieve, produce excellent chyle in my 
ſtomach. B. the miſerable ſport of 


fear, I cxamined every body that came 


into the hall; and when, uuluckily, any 
ill-looking fellow entered, (a common 
caſe in theſe places) I ſhivered with 
dread. Having ſupped in the midſt of 
continual alarms, I roſe from the table, 


and returned to the carrier's houſe, | 


where I threw myſelf on a truſs of freſh 
ſtraw, and lay. till the hour of our de- 
rture. 

Meanwhile, my patience was ſuffi- 
ciently exerciſed. I was attacked with 
a thouſand ( iſagreeable reflections: 
when I chanced to ſlumber, I beheld 
the furious marquis mangling the fair 
face of Laura with-blows, and demo- 
liſning every thing. in her honſe; or 
heard him order his ſervants to make me 

eriſh under the baſtinado, Then ſtart. 
ing, Iawoke ; and though to wake is 
uſually a great comfort ufter ſuch a ter- 


— 
rible dream, waking to me was more 
dreadful than the dream itſelf, Hap- 
pily for me, the carrier delivered me 
from my affliction, by giving me notice 
that his mules were ready. I was im- 
mediately a- foot, and, thank Heaven! 
ſet out radically cured of chiromaney , 
and Laura, In proportion as we mov- 
ed from. Grenada, my mind reſumed 
it's tranquillity; and I began to enter 
into converſation with the carrier, I 
laughed at ſome pleaſant ſtories he re- 
counted, and loſt, inſenſibly, all my fear. 
I enjoyed a ſound fleep at Ubeda, where 
we lay the firſt night, and on the fourth 
arrived at Toledo. | 

My firſt care was to aſk adireionfor 

the Count de Polan's houſe, whither I 
repaired, very well perſuaded that he 
would rot ſuffer me to lodge in any 
other place ; but I reckoned without 
my hoſt : for I found nobody at home 
but the houſe-keeper, who told me that 
his maſter had ſet out in the evening for 
the caſtle of Leyva, having. received a 
"Yn that Seraphina was dungerouſ- 

ill. 

: I did not expect the abſence of the 
count, which diminiſhed the joy I felt 
at being in Toledo, and induced me to 
take another reſolution. Finding my- 
ſelf ſu near Madrid, I reſolved. to go 
thither, reflecting that I might puſh my. 
felf forward at-court, where a ſuperior 
genius, I had heard, was not abſolutely 
neceſſary to make a fortune. The very 
next day I took the advantage of & re- 
turn horſe for that capital of Spain; and 
Fortune conducted me-thither, in order 
to make me act higher parts than thoſe 
which I had hitherto performed. 


CHAP, XII. 
Gil Blas takes lodgings in a houſe where he 


contratts an acquaintance with Captain 
Chinchilla. The character of that. offi- 
cer ; with an account of the affair that 
brought him to Madrid. 


N my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fix- 

ed my habitation in a houſe that 
was let into lodgings, where lived, a- 
mong other people, an old captain, who 
had come from the farther end of New 
Caſtile, to ſolicit the court for a penſion, 
which he thought he had but too well 
deſerved. His name was Don Hanni- 
bal de Chinchilla. It was not- without 
aſtoniſhment that 1 beheld him for the 
firſt time; being a man turned ww} 
of a gigantick ſtature, and extremely 
meagre. He worea pair of thick whiſk · 


ers, that curled up to his temples on 
; x each 
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each ſide: Over and above his want of 
a leg and arm, a large plaiſter of green 
ſilk ſupplied the place of one eye, and 


the ſcars of many wounds appeared on 
his face. Theſe things excepted, he was 
pretty much like another man. Be- 
iides, he had a good deal of underſtand - 
Ing, and ſtill more gravity; he was 
ſcrupulous in his morals; and, in par- 
ticular, piqued himſelf on his delicacy 
in point of honour. 

After having converſed with him two 
or three times, he honoured me with his 
confidence. I ſoon became acquainted 
with all his affairs. He recounted: 10 
me on what occaſion ie had left an eye 


at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and a | 


leg in the Low-Countries. What ad- 
mired in his narration of battles and 
ſieges was, that not one gaſconade 
eſcaped him, nor even a word in his 
own praiſe; though I could have wil- 
lingly pardoned lum for boaſting of the 
halt et himſelf that remained, as an in- 
demnification for the other half that he 
had loſt. Thoſe officers who return 
from the wars fate and ſound are ſeldom 
ſo modelt. 

But he told me, the thing that gave 
him the moſt concern was, that he had 
ſpent a conſiderable eſtate in his cam- 
paigns, ſo that now his whole fortune 
was reduced to about an huadred ducats 
a-year, which was ſcarce ſufficient to 
maintain his whiſkers, clear his lodg- 
ings, and pay for writing his memorials ; 
For, in ſhort, Signior Cavalier,“ add- 
ed he, ſhrugging up his ſhoulders; * 1 
« preſent one, thank God, every day, 
without being favoured with the leaſt 
notice. One would ſay, that there is 
© a wager between the prime - miniſter 
© and me, which of us ſhall firſt fail, I 
in giving, or he in receiving them. I 
© have alſo had the honour to preſent 
© ſeveral to his majeſty ; but the curate 
* fings no better than his clerk ; and, in 
the mean time, my caſtle of Chinchil- 
* la ſinks into ruins for want of repara- 
tion. 0, 

We muſt deſpair of nothing,“ ſaid 1 
to the captain; you are now perhaps 
on the eve of ſeeing all your soils and 
* troubles repaid with intereſt.—“ I 
* ought not to flatter myſelf with that 
hope, replied Don Hannibal.“ three 
« days are not yet elapſed ſince I ſpoke 
to one of the miniſter's ſecretaries; and 
if I may believe what he ſaid, I may 
make myſelf very eaſy.'— And pray, 
« what did he ſay?? I replied: * Did he 
pretend that you was not worthy of a 


* zecompence ?'—* You ſhall judge, re-. 


| 


: 


| 
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ſumed Chinchilla. · The ſecretary told 
* me very plainly, © Maſter,  What®" - 
« &ye-call-um, don't brag ſo much of 
«« your zeal and fidelity. You have 
«© done no more than your daty, in ex- © 
% poling yourſelf to danger in behalf of 
«©. your country. The glory alone which 
*© attends brave actions is à ſuſſcient re- 
„ compence, and ought to ſatisfy a 
„ Spaniard in particular. Vou muſt 
„ deceive yourſelf, therefore, if you 
look on the gratification you ſolſcit, 
« as a debt due tou your valour. « 
« vided.it be granted to you, you will 
« owe it entirely to the favour and ge- 
„ neroſity of the king, who is pleaſed to 
„think himſelf indebred to thoſe of his 
s ſebjects who have diſtinguiſhed them 
„ ſelves in the ſervice of the Rate.” 


© You ſee by this,“ purſued the captain, 


that I am ſtill in his debt; and that, 
© in all likelihood, 1 ſhall return as rich 
as I came.“ | N 
One naturally intereſts himſelf for a 
brave man in adverſity. I encourage 
him to perſevere, and offered to write 
his memorials gratis. I went even fo 
far as to offer him my purſe, and to con- 
jure him to take out of it what money. 
he wanted. But he was none of thoſe 
who never wait for a ſecond invitation 
on theſe occaſions ; on the contrary, he 
ſhewed himſelf very delicate on this 
point, and thanked me, in a lofty man- 
ner, for my good-will. He afterwards 
told me, that rather than be a burden 
to any body, he had accuſtomed himſelf, 
by degrees, to live ſo frugally, that the 
leaft nouriſhment was ſufficient for his 
ſub! ſtence. This was but too true; 
and, therefore, he was nothing but ſkin 
and bone. hat he might have no wit- 


neſs of his wretched repaſt, he uſed to 


*« behaviour diveſts me 


lock himſelf up in his chamber at meals. 
I obtained ot. him, however, by dint of 
entreaty, that we ſhould dine and ſup 

together; and deceiving his pride by 
an ingenious compaſſion, ordered more 
victuals and liquor than I had occaſion. 
for to be brought, and urged him to eat 
and drink. At firſt, he ſtood upon ce- 
remony, but at length he yielded to my 
entreaties. After which, becoming in- 

ſenſibly more bold, he, of himſelf, af- 


ſiſted me in clearing my plate, and emp- 


tying my bottle. 
Whe he had drank four or five 
draughts, and reconciled his ſtomach to 
good nouriſhment; Truly,“ ſaid he, 
with an air of gaiety, you are very 
* bewitching; Signior Gil Blas; you 
make me do what you pleaſe; your 
f all fear of 
« abuſing 
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| __©< abuſing- your beneficent diſpoſition.“ 

| My captain, at that time, ſeemed ſo well | * near two hundred thouſand crowns 
rid of ſhame, that if I lad laid hold of | © from, the bounty of that emperor.? 

| the opportunity of preſſing him again to Notwithſtanding all I could fay to 
accept my purſe, I believe he would | Don Hannibal, the fruits of this ode 

not have refuſed it: but I did. not | ſtuck in his ſtamach like lead; and as 

put him to the trial; coutenting my- he could not digeſt it, he reſolved to 

| ſelf with having made him my-meiſmate, | abandon the whole of jus purſuit. But 

and with taking the trouble not only. of | firſt being willing, as his laſt effort, to 

writing his memorials, but alſo of help- | preſent one other memorial to the Duke 

| ing. him to+compoſe them. By means | of Lerma, we went together to the houſe 

| of having copied homilies, 1 had learn- | of that prime-miniſter, where we met 

| ed toturn;a-period, and was became à [a young man, who having faluted the 

1 kind of author. The old officer, on his | captain, ſaid to him, with an affection- 

| part, piqued himſelf on his knowledge ate air, My dear old maſter, is it you! 

in cempolition ; fo that, exerting our- | * what affair has brought you hither ? : 

ſelves together, through emulation, we | © If you have occaſion: for a perfon of 

produced morſels of eloquence, worthy | © intereſt with his highneſs, pray com- 

of the maſt celebrated maſters of Sala- | * mand me; 1 offer you my good of- 

manca, But in vain did each of usex- | * ces.'—* How, -Pedrillo!” replied the 

bauſt his genius, in ſowing: flowers of captain; © to hear you talk, one would 

rhetorick in thoſe memorials ; it was no * imagine you enjoy ſome important poſt 

1 better, as the ſayeng is, than ſowing ]“ in this family. —“ I have, at leaſt,“ an- 

| them on ſand. Whatever expedient | ſwered the young man, power enough 

| we fell upon to enhance the ſervices of || to be of ſervice to an honeſt country 

| Don Hannibal, the court paidino regard | © gentleman like you.'—* If that be the 

| to it; a circumſtance that did not at all | © caſe,” ſaid the officer with a ſmile, « I 

| engage the old invalid to make the eu- have recourſe to your protection.\— 

1 logium of thoſe officers « ho ruin them- {| **Tis granted,” reſumed Pedrillo; “let 

| felves in the field. In his bad humour | me know what is the buſineſs, and 1 

| he curſed his fate, and wiſhed Naples, | © promiſe yon ſhall get ſome ſnips out 

| , Lombardy, and the Low-Countries at * of the miniſter,” ; ans 5's 

| the devil. 1 18 We had no ſooner communicated the 

To complete his mortification, it hap- I aflair to this benevolent young fellow, 
pened one day that, under his very noſe, than he aſked where Don Hannibal. 
a poet, introduced by the Duke d' Alva, lodged; in which being ſatisfied, he 
having rehearſed, in the preſence, an} afſured us that we ſhould hear of him 
ade on the birth of an infanta, was gra- | next day; and then diſappeared, with- 
tified with a penſion of five hundred | out giving us the leaſt hint of what he 
ducats. I believe the maimed captain || intended to do, or even telling us whe- 
wouid have run mad on this: occaſion, {| ther;or not ke belonged to the Duke of 
had I not Leen at great pains ty-recom-,{ Lerma. I was curious to knaw who this 

ole him. | * What'is the matter“ {aid | Pedrillo was, that ſeemed ſo ſprightly. 

„ ſeeing him quite belide himſelf; | * He is a young fellow,“ ſaid the captain, 
there is nothing in this that ought to] who, ſerved me ſome years ago; and 
give you uncaſineſs. Has. it not been | * who, ſeeing me in want, left me to go 
the privilege of poets, time immemo- {| * in queſt of, a better place. I don't 
© rial,” to make princes pay tribute to.| blame him ſor that: i; is very natural 
* the Muſe? There is not a crowned-| © for one to change for the better. He 

-© head in the world that does not grati- | * is a wag who does nut want under- 
« fy one of thele gentlemen with a pen- | © ſtanding, and is as intriguing as the 
lion; and, between you and me, theſe | devil; but in ſpite. of all his art, I 
* fort of rewards being generally tranſ- 4 © don't depend a. great deal upon the 
* mitred to the knowledge of poſterity, | © zeal which he has expreſſed in my 
©;mmortalize the liberality of Kings ; {| * behalf.'—+ Who knows, ſaid I, *but 
« whereas the other recompences which} * he may be of ſome uſe? If he belongs, 
* they beſtow are often but ſo much“ for example, to ſome one of the duke's 
© loſs to. their reputation, How many“ principal officers, he may have it in 
* xewards did Auguſtus diſpenſe, how.! his power to do you ſervice. You are 
many penſions did he grant, of which | * not ignorant that every thing is car- 
we have. not the leaſt intimation!, But | * ried, among the. great, by cabal and 
© the moſt remote poſterity will always | * intrigues that they have favourite do- 


; B44 eh 110% meſticks, 


© know, as we do, that Virgil received 


* 
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meſticks, who lead them by the noſe; 
and that theſe again, in their turn, are 
governed by their awn'valets.” “ 
Next morning, Pedrilto coming to our 
lodgings, © Gentlemen,” ſaid he, if I 
did not explain myſelf yeſterday, on 
© the means I have of ſerving Captain 
© Chinchilla, it was becauſe we were not 
© in a place proper for ſuch an explana- 
© tion. Beſides, I was willing to ſound 
the buſineſs, before I diſcloſed it to 
© you... You muſt know, then, that I 


am the lacquey and confident of Sig- 
© nior Rodrigo de Calderona, the Duke 


© of Lerma's firſt ſecretary. My maſter, 
© who is very much addicted to gallan. 
© try, ſups every evening with an Arra- 
* gonian nightingale, that he keeps en- 
* caged near the court. She is a very 
© handſome girl, from Albarazin, of 
© good underſtanding, and ſings to ad- 
* miration ; therefore ſhe is called Sig- 
© nora Sirena. As I carry a billet-donx 
© to her every morning, I have juſt now 
«* ſeen her; I have propoſed that ſhe 
* ſhall make Don Hannibal paſs for her 
* uncle, and, on that ſuppoſition, en- 
gage her gallant to protect him. She 
© 13 willing to undertake the affair; for, 
© beſides the ſmall advantage the fore- 
« ſees in it for herſelf, ſhe will be ex- 
«* tremely glad to be thought the niece 
of a brave gentleman.” 

Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces 
at this propoſal, and expreſſed a reluc- 
tance in making himſelf an accomplice 
of ſuch a prank ; and ſtill more, in ſuf- 
fering a ſhe-adventurer to diſhonour his 
family, by ſaying ſne belonged to it. 
He was diſguſted at it, not only on ac- 
count of himſelf, but alfo perceived in 
it (it I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
a retroſpective ignominy upon all his 
anceſtors. This delicacy ſeemed very 
unſeaſonable to Pedrillo; who being 
ſhocked at it, exclaimed, © You jeſt ſure, 
to take it ia that view! You are ſuch 
* a ſet of people, you cottage ſquires, 
© your vanity'1s quite ridiculous !—Sig- 
* nior Cavalier,“ he purſued, addreſſing 
himſelf to me; are you not ſurprized 
© at the ſcruples he makes? Egad it 
is a fine thing, indeed, to ſtand on 
© ſuch punctilios at court! Fortune is 
© never neglected there, whatever ſhape 
© it aſſumes.“ | | 

I approved of what Pedrillo ſaid, and 
we harangued the captain fo ſucceſs- 
fully, that we prevailed upon him, in 
ſpite of himſelf, to become Sirena's un- 
cle. When we had gained the victory 


© who is oaturally diſtruſtful, 
'© ſhe would much rather have, once for 


* — 
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new memorial for the miniſter, and it 


was reviſed, augmented, ahd corrected 
accordingly. I then wrote it out fair, 
and Pedals carried it to the Arrago- 
nian lady, who, that very evening, pur 
it into the hands of Signior Don Rodri- 
go, to whom ſhe ſpoke in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the ſecretary believing her 
really the captain's niece, promiſed to 


Exert himſelf in his behalf. A few days 


after, we ſaw the effects of this our 
work, Pedrillo came to 'our lodgin 

with an air of triumph : ,* Good ps, Ly 
ſaid he to Chinchilla; * the king is going 


to make a diſtribution of governments, 


© benefices, and penſions, in which you 
© thall not be forgot. But T am ordered 
to aſk what preſent you intend to make 
© to Sirena. As for my own part, I de- 


clare I'll have nothing at all. I prefer 


the pleaſure of having contributed to- 


© wards bettering my old maſter's for- 


tune, to all the gold in the world. 
© But this is not the caſe with our 
* nymph of Albarazin ; ſhe is a little 
© Tewiſhly inclined; when the bulineſs 
© 1s to oblige her neighbour, ſhe would 
© take money of her own father; ſo you 
© may judye if ſhe will refuſe it from a 
« pretended uncle.” | 

Let her mention her demand,” re- 
plied Don Hannibal, * ſhe ſhall, if ſhe 
© pleaſes, have yearly one- third of the 
« penfion I obtain; and that ought to 
6 Fatisfy her, if the whole revenues of 
© his Catholick Majeſty were concerned 


© in the.bargain.'—* For my own part,” 


replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury, © 1 
would cheerfully rely upon your word, 
© becauſe I know the value of it; but 


4 


you have to do with a little creature 


© all, two-thirds of the product advan- 
© ced in ready-money.* — Where the 
© devil does ſhe think I thall find it 


Beſides, - 


'v 


cried the officer, haſtily interrupting + 
him; © does ſhe think I am a money- | 


* broker? It ſeems you have not made 
© her acquainted with my, firuation.'— 
© Pardon me, _— Pedrillo; 


© knows very well that you are as poor 


as Job: after what I have told her, ſhe 


© cannot be ignorant of your circum- 

©ſtances. But don't give yourſelf any 
© trouble about the matter; I am a man 
© fertile in expedients. I know an old 
© rogue of a lawyer who takes pleaſure” 


in lending his money at ten per cen 


« You ſhall make an aſſignment, wit 


F 


ſhe 


« ſecurity to him, before a notary, o 


over his pride, we. laid all our three 
heads together, in order to compole a. 


* W434 46 


< the firſt year of vour. penſion, e 
like ſum; which you ſhall ac Knowledge 
te 


1 


- © haſt thou ſome 
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you will touch in effect, the interel! 
included. With regard to the ſecurity, 
the lender will be contented with your 


STORY AND ADVENTURES OF 


to have received from him, and which 


* caltle of Chinchilla, ſuch as it is; ſo 


that we ſha 
© that ſcqre. K ? 

The captain proteſted that he would 
accept of the conditions, if he ſhould be 
lucky enough to have any thare in the 
favours which were to be diſtributed 
next day. And he was not diſappointed; 
being gratified with a penſion of three 
hundred piſtoles on a certain govern- 
ment. As ſoon as he underſtood this 
piece of news, he gave all the ſecurity 
that was demanded, tranſacted his little 


have no diſpute upon 


affairs, and returned to New Caſtile with 


ſome piſtoles in his pocket. | 


CHAP. XIII. 


Ci Blas meets his dear friend Fabricius at 
court; thetr mutual joy ; they repair to a 
certain place, where à certain converſa- 
tron happens between them. 


Contracted a cuſtom of going every 
morning to court, where IL common- 
ly ſpent two or three hours, in ſeeing 
the grandees paſs and repaſs, though 
they appeared there without that ſplen- 
dour which ſurrounds them in other 
places. 
One day, as I walked to and fro, and 
ſtrutted through the apartments, mak- 
ing, like many others, a fooliſh figure 
enough, I perceived Fabricius, whom 
I had left at Valladolid in the ſervice 
of an hoſpital direftor. What aſtoniſhed 
me was, that he talked familiarly to the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia, and the Mar- 
guis of Santa-Cruz. Nay, thoſe two 
noblemen ſeemed to liſten to him with 
pleaſure, and he was as well dreſſed as 
a man of quality. Am I not miſtaken 
ſaid I to myſelf. * Can this be the ſon 
© of barber Nunez! Perhaps it is ſome 
* young courtier who reſembles him.” I 
did not remain long in doubt: the no- 
blemen went away, and I accoſted Fa- 
bricius. He knew me at firſt fight; and 
after having made me ſqueeze * 
the crowd with him, to get out of the 


abs 


i 


apartments, My dear Gil Blas,“ ſaid 


be embracing me, I am rejoiced to ſee 
0 ** again! How art thou employed at 
Madrid? art thou ſtill in ſervice, or 
ſt at court? Give 
© 1ne an account of all that has happen- 
* ed to thee, lince thy precipitate retreat 
from Vallad-lid?* —£ You aſk me a 
© great many queſtions at once,” ſaid I; 


and we are not nvw in a proper place to 


— 
relate adventures.“ Thou art in the 
© right,” he replied; we ſhall be more 
at liberty in my lodgings Come; I 
© will ſhew you the way; it is not far 
from hence, I am quite my own maſ- 
© ter, agreeably lodged, perſectly eaſy 
in my circumſtances, I am contented 
* with. my ſituation, and happy becauſe 
* I think myſelf fo.” 

I accepted the propoſal, and followed 
Fabricius, who ſtopped before a very 
fine houſe, where he told me he lodged. 
We croſſed a court, where, on one fide, 
there was a great ſtaircaſe that led to very 
ſuperb apartments, and, on the other, a 
(mall flight, equally dark and narrow, 
by which we aſcended to the lodging he 
had ſo much extolled. It conſiſted of 
one room only, which my ingenious 
friend had divided into four, by thin 
deal boards. The firſt ſerved as an anti- 
chamber to the ſecond, where he lay; 
he had made a cloſet of the third, and 
a kitchen of the laſt. The chamber and 
anti-chamber were lined with maps, and 
theſes bf philoſophy ; and the furniture 
was ſuitable to this kind of hanging; 
conſiſting of a large brocade bed, a 

t 


much worn, old chairs covered wi 


yellow ſerge, garniſhed with a fringe of 
Grenada it of the ſame colour; a ta- 
ble with gilt feet, covered with leather 
that ſeemed to be once red, and border - 
ed with a tinſel fringe become black by 
the lapſe of time; with an ebony cup- 
board, adorned with figures coarſely 
carved. He had, inſtead of a bureau, 


in his cloſet, a little table; and his li- 


brary was compoſed of ſome books, with 
ſeveral bundles of paper on ſhelves, 
placed above one another, along: the 
wall. His kitchen, which was contorm- 
able to the reſt, contained ſome earthen 
ware, and other neceſſary utenſils. 
Fabricius, after having given me time 
ro conſider his apartment, ſaid, * What 
* doſt thou think of my lodging and œco- 
© nomy ? an*t thou enchanted with them 
— Yes, faith,“ I replied, ſmiling ;. I 
am ſo. Thou muſt have certainly 
played thy cards well at Madrid, to be 
© fo well furniſhed. - Thou, doubtleſs, 
© enjoyeſt ſome poſt.— . Heaven forbid!” 
replied he; * the buſineſs 1 follow is 
© above all employments whatever. A 
* man of faſhion, to whom this houſe 
© belongs, gave me a room, which I 
© have divided into four, and furniſhed, 
© as thou ſeeſt. I meddle with nothin 
but what gives me pleaſure, and fee 
© not the cravings of neceſlity.— “ Pray 
be more explicit,“ ſaid I. interruption 
him; * you irritate the dehre I -have © 
_ * Knowing 
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© knowing what you do,'—* Well,“ ſaid 
he; thou ſhalt be ſatisfied. I am 
turned author, and have commenced 
- «wit; I write in verſe as well as in 
© proſe, and am equally good at every 
thing.“ 
Thou a favourite of Apollo! cried I, 
laughing. This is what I never could 
have divined. I ſhould have been 
much leſs ſurprized to have found 
« thee in a quite contrary ſituation. 
What charms couldſt thou find in the 
© condition of a poet? methinks theſe 
people are commonly deſpiſed in civil 
© life, and are far from having an eſta 
«£ bliſhed ordinary.'—* O fy cried he, 
in his turn; © thou talkeſt of thoſe mi- 
« ſerable authors, whoſe works are the 
© refuſe of libraries and players. Is it 
© to be wondered at, that ſuch writers 
are not eſteemed? But good authors, 
« my friend, are on a better footing in 
* the world; and I may ſay, without 
© vanity, that I am one of that num- 
ber.“ I don't at all doubt it,“ ſaid I; 
« thou art a yeung fellow of excellent 
6 8 that which is compoſed by 
© thee cannot be bad. All that I am at 
« a loſs to know is, how thou walt firſt 
« ſeized with the rage of rhyme.” 
© Thy ſurprize is juſt,” replied Nun- 

nez; I was fo well ſatisfied with my 
« ſituation while in the ſervice of Don 
Manuel Ordonnez, that I did not fo 
c much as wiſh for any other. But my 
« genius riſing by degrees, like that of 
C Plans, above ſervitude; 1 compoſed 
© comedy, which was atted by the 
company at Valladolid, Although it 
« was not worth a fig, it met with great 


« ſucceſs; from whence I concluded, 


© that the publick was a good milch 
co, which eaſily parted with it's ſture. 
This reflection, joined to the furious 
« detire of compoling new pieces, de 

« tached me from the hoſpital. The 
love of poetry baniſhed my paſlion for 
« riches ; and reſolving to repair to Ma- 


« drid, as the centre of wit, in order o! 


form my taſte, I demanded m diſmif 
« fion from the director, who did not 
© grant it without regret, ſo much affec- 
tion had he conceived for me. “Fa- 
« bricius,“ ſaid he, “ haſt thou any 
« cauſe to be diſſatisfied ?''—** No, Sir,“ 
I replied ; “you are the beſt of maſ- 
* ters, and I am penetrated with your 
« generoſity. But, you know, one muſt 


| 
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« follow his deſtiny. I find T am born 
to eternize my name by works ot ge. 
te nius.” —< What folly poſſeſſes thee ! 
reſumed the good citizen; ** thou haſt 
&« already taken root in the hoſpital, and 
«art of that kind of wood of which 
e ſtewang zend eyen directors are made, 
© Tho art going to leave what is ſolid, 
ein order to employ thyſelf in trifles ; 
* and thou wilt ſoon repent of thy im- 
© prudence, my child.“ & | 
© The director, ſceing that he oppoſed 
my deſign to no purpoſe, paid my wa- 
ages, and over and above, made me a 
* prefent of fifty ducats, as a recompence 
* for my faithful ſervices: ſo that with 
* this, and what I found means to glean 
© in the little commiſſions that were en- 
* truſþed to my integrity, I was in a 
condition, on my arrival at Madrid, 
* to appear in a very handſome manner. 
* This 1 failed not to do; though the 
* writers of our nation don't much pique 
* themſelves on their neat appearance. 
© I ſoon became acquainted with Lope 
de Vega“, Miguel Cervantes de Saave- 
dra , and other famous authors; but, 
in preference to theſe great men, 1 
* choſe f r my preceptor a young bat- 
che lor of Cordova, the incomparable 
Don Lewis de Gungora, the.fiveſt ge- 
* nius that ever Spain produced. He 
* will not allow his works to be printed 
in his life-time, but contents himſelf 
with reading them to his friends; and, 
what is very rema: kable, Nature has 
* endued him with the rare talent of 
* ſucceeding in all kinds of poetry. He 
* chiefly excels in ſatire, which, indeed, 
is his main ſtrength. He is not (like 
* Lucilius) a muddy river that ſweeps 
© along with it abundance offline; but 
rather the Tagus, that rolls over gold. 
© en ſands it's hmpid ſtream.— Thou 
* drawelt,” ſaid I to Fabricius, (an agree- 
© able picture of this ſame batchelor ; 
* and I don't doubt that a perſon of ſuch 
* merit has a great number of envious 
© enemies.'—* All our authors,“ he re- 
plied, „good as well as bad; inveigh 
* bitterly againſt him. „ He delights,” 
«© fays one, ** in bombaſt, points, me- 
« taphors, and tranſpoſition.” — « His 
« verſes,” ſaith another, „are as ob- 
* {cure as thoſe which the Salian prieſts 
„ ſang in their proceſſions, and which 
© nobody underſtood.” Others again 
„find fault with his compoſing ſome. 


/ 
* A celebrated dramatick poet, as much admired by the Spaniards as Shakeſpeare is by the 
Kngliſh. He is ſaid to have compoſed eighteen hundred pieces for the flage, iu verſe, befides 


many o ber works. 


+ The renowned author of Don Quixote. 
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times ſonnets or remances, ſome- 
times comedies, ſtanzas, and acroſ- 
« ticks; as if he had fooliſhly under- 
© taken to eclipſe all the great maſters 
in their own different ways. But 
« all theſe efforts of jealouſy are baffled 
© by a muſe that is cheriſhed by all 
© ranks of people, from the higheſt to 
«© the loweſt. 

« It was under this ſkilful maſter 
© that I ſerved my apprenticeſhip ; and 
1 dare ſay it has appeared: for 1 
have ſo happily imbibed his genius, 
© that I have already compoſed ſome 
« detached pieces which he would not 
«hluſh to father. I op ned my ware 
(according to his example) in the 
* houſes of the great, where I am 
* wonderfully well received, and have 
© to. do with people who are not dif- 
© ficult to pleaſe. Tis true, indeed, 
© my ſucceſsful beginning has been of 
© no difſervice to my later compoſi- 
© tions. In ſhort, I am beloved by 
« ſeveral noblemen, and in particular, 
© live with the Duke de Medina Sido— 
© nia, as Horace once lived with Mez- 
© cenas. You ſce,* added Fabricius, 
jn what manner I was metamorphol- 
«ed into an author. I have nothing 
«elſe to relate; ſo that it is now thy 
turn, Gil Blas, to rehearſe thy ex- 
« ploits.? i | | 

opened accordingly ; and ſuppreſſ- 
ing every trivial circumſtance, gave him 
the detail he deſired: after which, it 
being dinner-time, he tock out of his 
ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, 
ſome bread, the remains of a ſhoulder 
of roaſt mutton, a bottle of excellent 
wine, and we ſat down at the table with 
ail the gaiety of two friends who meet 
after a long ſeparation. * T hou ſeeſt,” 
ſaid he, my tree and independent lite: 
© I might, if I would, go and dine every 
day with the people of qualitv; but, 
© belides that the poetick inclinatio:: 
© keeps me oftentimes at home, I am a 
« ſort of an Ariſtippus; and can equally 
« accommodate myſelf to company and 
«© {glitnde, to affluence and frugality.” 
We liked the wine {o well, that there 
was a necellity of taking another bottle 
from the ſtore; and, towards the end of 
the repaſt, I expreſſed a deſire of ſee. 
ing ſome of his productions. He im- 
mediately ſearched among his papers 
for a ſonnet, which he read aloud with 
great emphaſis. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite 
of the charms of his reading, I found 
the performance ſo obſcure, that could 
not comprehend the meaning of one 
ſyllable. Perceiving my ignorance, 


od. 
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very clear to thy apprehenſion ; is it 
not ſo?” I owned to him that 1 could 
have "wiſhed it had been more plain, 
Upon which he fell a laughing at my 
expence. * If this ſonnet,” he reſumed, 
* 1s not intelligible, ſo much the better. 
* The natural and ſimple won't do for 
* fonnets, odes, and other works that 
* require the ſublime. The ſole merit 
* of theſe is in their obſcurity; and it is 
* ſufficient if the poet himſelf thinks 
* he underſtands them.'——You joke, 
* friend!” ſaid 1, interrupting him; 
good ſenſe and prrſpicuity ought to 
* be ingredients in poetry of all kinds 
* whatever; and if thy incomparable 
* Gongora writes not more plainly than 
chou doſt, I confeſs my opinion of him 
* ſinks apace. He mult be a poet who 
* can never deceive any other age than 
his own. - Let us now have a ſpecimen 
* of thy proſe.” Hereupon, Nunnez 
produced a preface, which (he ſaid) he 
intended to prefix to a collection of 
comedies that he had then in the prels ; 
and, having read it, aſked my opinion. 
am, ' ſaid I, © no better pleaſed with 
* thy proſe than with thy poetry. Thy 
* ſonnet is a piece of verboſe fuſtian 
* and thy preface is compoled of far- 
* tetched expreſſions, words that have 
* not the publick ſtamp, perplexed 
* phraſes ; in a word, thy ſtyle is quite 
* pecul:ar to thyſelf; and the books of 
© our beſt authors, ancient as well as 
* modern, are written in a quite different 
* manner.'—* Poor ignoramus !* cried 
Fabricius; thou doſt not know, then, 
© that every profaick writer who now 
* aſpires at the reputation of a delicate 
pen, aftects that ſingularity of ſtyle, 
and thole odd expreſſions, which ſhock 
* thee ſo much. There are of us five 
© or lix bold innovators, who have un- 
* dertaken to make a thorough change 
© in the language; and we will accom— 
* pliſh it (pleaſe God 1) in ſpite of Lope 
de Vega, Cervantes, and all the fine 
* geniuſes who cavil at our new modes 
© of ſpeech. Woe are ſeconded by a 
„number of part:zans of diſtinction, 
and have even ſome theologicians in 
© our Cabal, 

After all,” added he, * our deſign 
is commendable; and, prejudice a- 
part, we are more valuable than thoſe 
natural writers who ſpeak like the 
* common run of mankind. I don't 
© know for what reaſon they are eſteem- 
*ed by ſo many perſons of Nonour. 
Their manner was proper enough at 


Athens or Rome, where there was no 
* diltigction 


This ſonnet,” ſaid he, does not ſeem 


| 
| 
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diſtinction in * of ſpeaking ; ſo 
£ that Socrates ſaid to Alcibiades, the 
people was an excellent ſchool- matter: 
6 but at Madrid, we have both a good 
« and a bad language, and our courtiers 
« expreſs themſelves quite otherwiſe 
© than our citizens, believe me. In 


' © ſhort, our new ſtyle overtops that of 


our antagoniſts. I will, by one ex- 
« ample, make thee perceive the differ - 
© ence between the gentility of our 
« diction, and the flatneſs of theirs. 
They would ſay, quite plainly, tor in- 
« ſtance, ** TInterludes embelliſh a co- 
© medy:“ while we, with more ſpirit, 
© would pronounce, ** Interludes create 
« beauty in a comedy.” Take notice 
© of that; create beauty. Doſt thou per- 
« ceive all the brillancy, all the delicacy, 
« all the prectinels, of the expreſſion ?? 

I interrupted my innovator with a 
loud laugh. Go, Fabricius,“ faid I, 
© thou art quite an original with this 
© thy precious language.'— And thou, 
an{wered he, art no better than a 
© beaſt, with thy natural ſtyle. “ Go,” 
«* ſaid he, repeating the words ot the 
© Archbiſhop of Grenada; “ go and 
« tell my treaſurer to give you an hun- 
« dred ducats; and Heaven direct you 
« with that fum! Adien, Mr. Gi 
„% Blas; I wiſh you a great deal of 
« good fortune, with a little more 
« taſte !“ 

I redoubled my mirth at this fally; 
and Fabricius, forgiving me for having 
ſpoke ſo irreverently of his writings, 
loſt nothing of his good hamour, We 
finiſhed ou ſecond bottle; and, getting 
up trom table in a pretty good trim, 
went out with a deſign to walk in the 
Prado; but, paſſing by the door of a 
tavern, we took it in our heads to 

o in. 

This place was uſually frequented by 
good company; and I obſerved in two 
ſeparate halls, a great many cavaliery 
amuling themſelves in different diver- 
ſions. In one, they played at drafts 
and primero ; and, in the other, ten or 
twelve perſons were liſtening very at- 
tentively to a diſpute between two pro- 


| 


| 
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feſſed wits. We had no occaſion to go 
near them, in order to learn that a 
metaphyſical propoſition was the ſub- 
ject of their diſpute ; for they talked 
with ſuch warmth and tranſport, that 
they looked like people poſſeſſed. I 
imagine, if Eleazar's ring“ had been 
put under their noſes, we ſhould have 
ſeen devils iſſue with their breath. 
© Good God ſaid I to my companion, 
* what paſſion! what lungs! Theſe 
* diſputants were certainly born to be 
* publick criers. The greateſt part of 
* mankind are miſplaced.'—* Ves, poly 
he replied ; © theſe people ſeem to be 
© of the race of Novius, that Roman 
© banker whoſe voice exceeded the noiſe 
of carmen. But,“ added he, what 
gives me the greateſt diſguſt at their 
* diſcourſe is, that our ears are ſtunned 
*to no purpole.* We removed at a 
diſtance from thoſe vociferous meta- 
phyſicians, and by that expedient | pre- 
vented a violent head-ache which had 
begun to ſeize me. We went and fate 
down in the corner of the other hall, 
whence, while we drank refreſhing li- 
quors, we examined the cavaliers as 
they came in and went out. As Nunnez 
knew almoſt all of them, Egad ' cried 
he, the diſpute of our philoſophefs 
won't be ſoon over: here are freſh 
* reinforcements arriving: theſe three 
men will engage in the fray, But 
© feeſt thou theſe two originals going 
© out? That little warthy, withered 
« creature, whoſe lank ſtraight hair falls 
don in equal portions before and 
© behind, is called Don Julien de Vel- 
„lanunno, and is a young judge who 
© attects the beau: one ot my friends 
©and 1 going to dine with him t'other 
© day, ſurprized him in a pretty ſin- 
© gular occupation. He was diverting 
« Rimſelf in his cloſet, by throwing 
© away the writings of a proceſs of which 
© he is to make a report, and making a 
« yreyhound bring them back again to 
* him, while the dog tore them to pieces 
© very handſomely. The name of that 


1 
! 


© licentiate with the copper noſe, who 
* accompanies him, is Don Cherubin 


Eleazar was a famous magician, who cat out devils, by affixing to the noſe of the poſ- 


patient, 


ſeſſed a certain myſtical ring, which the demon no ſooner ſmelied, than he abandoned the 
In performing before the Emperor Velpaſiin, he commanded. the devil to oveiſet 


a, pitcher of water, which the demoa immediately complied with, to the aſtoaiſhment of the 


ſpe ctators. 


t Novius, from being a ſlave, came to be a rich citizen of Rome, and turned uſurer: which 
inſamy Horace has perpetuated, and has alſo immortalized the loudneſs of his voice, in ule ſixth 


Satire of his firſt book. 


— At hic fi plauſtra ducenta 


Concurranique foro tria funtra magna ſonabit, 


Cera quid, vincatque tubas. 
D d 


0 Tonto, 
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* Tonto, a canon of the church of To- | Don Fabricio, I was looking for you, 


© ledo, the weakeſt mortal in the world; 
though by his ſprightly ſmiling air, 
* you would 1magine he had a 7 
.« deal of wit. He has bright ſparkling 
* eyes, with an arch malicious ſneer : 
* ſo that one would be apt to think him 
*a wag, When he hears a delicatc 
performance read, he liſtens with ſuch 
attention as ſeems full of underſtand- 
*ing, and all the while comprehends 
nothing at all of the matter. He dined 
« with us at the judge's houſe, where 
© an infinite number of witty things 
« were ſaid ; but he ſpoke never a 
* word, though he applauded them 
© with grimaces and geſtures that ſeem. 


* ed even ſuperior to the fallies that 


« were uttered.” 

Doſt thou know,“ ſaid I to Nunnez, 
* theſe two ſhabby fellows who, with 
* their elbows on the table, fit in a 
corner, and converſe together in 
* whiſpers ?*—* No,“ ſaid he, their 
faces are quite unknown to me; but 
in all likelihood they are coffee- houſe 
o politicians who cenſure the govern- 
« ment. Mark that genteel cavalier, 
© who whiſtles as he walks through the 
© hall, and ſupports himſelf ſometimes 
on ene foot, ſometimes on another; 
© that is Don hoy mm Moreto, a young 
© yoet, who was born with ſome genius, 
6 but flatterers and ignorant people 
© have almoſt turned his brain. The 
man whom he accoſts is one ot his con- 
« federates, who is alſo moon-ſtruck, 
* and rhymes in proſe. 


More authors ſtill!* cried he, ſhew- 


ing me two well-dreſſed men coming 
in; one would think they had made 
* a rendezvous here, to paſs in review 
« before thee. 'I heſe are, Don Bernard 
Deſſenguado, and Don Sebaſtian de 
« Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is a genius 
« full of gall, an author born under 
the planet of Saturn, a malicious 
« mortal, whoſe pleaſure conſiſts in ha- 
© ting all the world, and is himſelf be. 
loved by nobody. As for Don Se- 
© baſtian, he is a young fellow of can- 
* dour, who will let nothing lie upon 
« his conſcience; he lately brought a 
© performance on the ſtage, which had 
© an extraordinary run; and now he 
© has printed it, that he may no longer 
« abuſe the eſteem of the 2 

The charitable pupil of Gongora was 

oing on in NN the figures of 
this picture, which ſhifted ſo often to 
the view, when a gentleman belonging 
to the Duke de Medina Sidonia came 
and interrupted him, ſaying, * Signior 


* 


in order to let you know that his 
grace would ſpeak with you imme- 
* diately at his own houſe.” Nunnez, 
who knew that a grandee's wiſhes can- 
not be too ſoon ſatisfied, quitted me 
in a trice, to go and wait upon his 
Mzaecenas; while I remained very much 
aſtonifhed to hear him honoured with 
the appellation of Don, and ſee him 
thus become noble in deſpite of his fire, 
Maſter Chryſoſtom the barber. 


Fabricius introduces Gil Blas to the ſervice | 
of Count Galtano, a Sicilian nobleman. 


Was ſo deſirous of ſeeing Fabricius 

again, that I viſited him. early next 
morning, * Good-morrow!” ſaid I, when 
entered, © Signior Don Fabricio, the 
© flower, or rather glow-worm of the 
* Aſturian nobility! At, theſe words 
he laughed heartily. * Thou haſt ob- 
© ſerved, then,” cried he, that I am 
* dubbed a don?'—* Yes, Mr. Gentle- 
man,“ I replied; © and give me leave 
to tell you, that when you recounted 
© your metamorpoſis yeſterday, you for- 
got the beſt part of it.—“ 1 did ſo,” 
anſwered he; but truly, if I have aſ- 
* ſumed that honourable title, it was 
* not ſo much with a view to gratify m 
© own vanity, as to accommodate myfelf 
to that of others. Thou knoweſt the 
humour of the Spaniards: they make 
© no acconnt of an honeſt man, if he has 
the misfortune to be both poor and 
* mean born. 1 muſt tell thee too, 
* that I ſee ſo many people call them- 
© ſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or 
Don What-you-will, that if there is 
no cheat in the caſe, thou wilt allow 
* nobility to be a very common thing; 
© and agree, that a plebeian of merit 
* honours it by his aſſociation. But let 
* us change the ſubject," added he. 
* Laſt night I ſupped at the Duke de 
* Medina Sidonia's; where, among 
* other gueſts, was Count Galiano, a 
« Sicilian nobleman of the firſt rank; 
and the converſation turning on the 
© ridiculous effects of ſelf-love, I, charm- 
© ed that I had it in my power to en- 
© tertain the company on that ſubject, 
© regaled them with the ſtory of the ho- 
* milies, Thou mayeſt well imagine 


© they laughed heartily, and cenſured 
the archbiſhop as he deſerved. This 
produced no bad effect for thee; for 
© thou-waſt pitied by every body; and 
after having aſked a 
good many queſtions concerning = 


| Count Gahano, 
c 


© to which thou mayeſt believe I made 
« ſuitable anſwers, defired me to bring 
« thee to his houſe. I was juſt now 
going in queſt of thee, to conduct 
« thee thither. I ſuppoſe he intends to 
offer thee the place of one of his fecre- 
© tarices; and 1 adviſe thee to accept 
of it. The count is rich, and ſpends 
like an ambaſſador at Madrid: he is 
© come to court, it is ſaid, to confer with 
© the Duke of Lerma, about the crown 
« demeſnes which that miniſter deſigns 
« to alienate in Sicily. In ſhort, Count 
« Galiano, though a Sicilian, ſeems to 
© be generous, juſt, and open ; and thou 
© canſt not do better than attach thyſelf 
© to him; he is the man, in all proba- 
« bility, who is deſtined to enrich thee, 
« according to what was foretold in th 
behalf at Grenada.“ 
I had reſolved,” ſaid I to Nunnez, 
© to live at large a little, and enjoy my- 
© ſelf a good while, before I ſhould go 
to ſervice again; but thou ſpeakeſt 
© to me of this Sicilian count in ſuch 
© a manner, as induces me to change 
my reſolution, and even to with 1 
© was already in his family.'—* Thou 
* mayeſt ſoon be there, he replied, © or 
1 am much miſtaken." At the ſame 
time we went ont together to the count, 
who lodged in the houſe of his friend 
Don Sancho d' Avila, then in the coun- 


We found in the court a great num- 
ber of pages and footmen, clvathed in 
a livery equally rich and gay; and in 
the anti-chamber ſeveral uſhers, gen- 
tlemen, and other officers, all magni- 
ficently dreſſed; but withal fo ugly; 
that they looked like a company of apes 
in Spaniſh garb. There are figures, 
both of men and women, on which all 
art is thrown away. 

Don Fabricius having ſent in his 
name, was immediately introduced into 
a room, Whither I followed him, and 
found the count in his morning-gown, 
fitting on a ſopha, and drinking cho- 
colate. We ſaluted him with all the 
demonſtrations of the moſt profound 
reſpect; and he honoured us with an 
inclination of the head, -accompanied 
by ſuch a gracious ſmile, as at once 
gained my heart. A wonderful effect, 
though an ordinary one, which a fa- 
vourable reception from the great pro- 
duces in our breaſts! They muſt re- 
ceive us very ill indeed, before we be 
diſguſted at their behaviour. 

aving drank his chocolate, he a- 
muſed himſelf ſome time in playing 
with a large baboon that fat by him, 
I's 
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| © year, without any other recommen- 
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and was called Cupid. I don't know 
for what reaſon the name of that — 
was beſtowed on this animal, unleſs it 
was becauſe it had all his malice; for 
it reſembled him in nothing elſe. Such 
as it was, however, it did not fail to 
give vaſt delight to it's maſter, who 
was ſo much charmed with it's merry 
tricks, that he hugged it inceſſantly in 
his arms. Though Nunnez and I were 
not much diverted with the gambols 
of this beaſt, we feigned ourſelves en- 
chanted with it's performances ; which 
pleaſed the Sicihan ſo much, that he 
ſuſpended the pleaſure he enjoyed in 
this paſtime, to tell me, © Friend, you 
© have it in your option to be one of 
my ſecretaries: it you like the place, 
I will give you two hundred piſtoles a 


dation than that of Don Fabricio.— 
My lord,“ cried Nunnez, I am bolder 
© than Plato, who had not courage 
© enough to anſwer for one of his friends 
* whom he ſent to the tyrant Diony- 
© fius. Iam not afraid of bringing re- 
* proaches upon myſelf, by vouching 
for my friend.“ | 

I thaiiked the Aſturian poet, with a 
low bow, for his obliging confiderce; 
then „ myſelf to my patron, 
aſſured him of my zeal and Nelly. 
This nobleman no ſooner perceived 
that I reliſhed his propoſal, than he 
ordered his ſteward to be called; to 
whom, having communicated ſome. 
thing in a whiſper, he {ai& Gil Blas, 
«1 will tell you preſently what is to 
be the nature of your employment, 
c Meanwhile, you may follow my 
© ſteward, who has received orders con- 
© cerning you.“ I accordingly obeyed, 
leaving Fabricio with the count and 
Cupid. 

The ſteward, who was a moſt ſubtle 
Meſſineze, conducted me to his apart- 
ment, where he loaded me with civili- 
ties; and ſending for the taylor who 
had equipped the whole family, order- 
ed him to make for me, with all diſ- 
patch, a ſuit of cloaths of the ſame 
magnificence as thoſe of the principal 
officers. The taylor having taken mea- 
ſure of me, and retired, * As for your 
© lodging, ſaid the Meflineze, * I know 
© a chamber that will exactly fir you. 
But have you breakfaſted ?“ added 
he. When I anſwered in the negative, 
Ah, poor lad! ſaid he, why did 
not you ſpeak? Come, I will ſhew 
« you to a place where, thank Heaven, 
« you may have what you will for the 
aſł ing. | * 


= 
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So ſaying, he carried me down to 


the buttery, where we found the butler, 
a true Neapolitan, every whit as cun- 
ning as the Meſſenjan. It might be 
ſaid of him and the ſteward, * theſe two 
* make a pair. This honeſt butler, 
with five or fix of his friends, were 
cramming themſelves with ham, cold 
tongue, and other reliſhing bits, which 
obliged them to redouble their draughts. 
We joined theſe hearty cocks, and al- 
ſiſted them in their attacks upon the 
count's beſt wines. While this ſcene 
paſſed in the buttery, another ſuch was 
acted in the kitchen: the cook alſo 
trea ed three or four tradeſmen of his 
acquaintance, who filled their bellies 
with rabbit and partridge pies : the 
very ſcullions enjoyed themſelves on 
what they could pilfer; ſo that I 
thought myſelf in a houſe abandon- 
ed to pillage. Yet theſe were but 
— in compariſon to what I did not 


CHAP. XV. 


Count Galiano inveſts Gil Blas willi an em- 
ployment in his houſe. 

Went to fetch my baggage to my 

new habitation; and when I return- 
ed, the count was at dinner with ſeveral 
noblemen and the poet Nunnez, who 
called for what he wanted with an eaſy 
air, and mingled in the converſation. 
Nay, I obſerved that every word he 
ſpoke afforded pleaſure to the company. 
What a fine thing is genius! a man 


of wit can eaſily turn himſelf inte all. 


ſhapes. 

1 dined with the officers, who were 
treated pretty much in the ſame manner 
as our patron ; and in the afternoon re- 


tired to my chamber, where I began to 


re flect on my condition. 

Well, Gil Blas,“ ſaid I to myſelf; 
£ thou art now in the ſervice of a Sici- 
« lian count, with whoſe real character 
thou art utterly unacquainted. It we 
may judge by appearance, thou wilt 
be in this family like a fiſh in the wa- 
' © ter: but we muſt ſwear to nothing; 


l and thou oughteſt to diſtruſt thy fate, 


the malignity of which thou haſt but 
too often experienced. Beſides, thou 
« doſt not know for what employment 
thou art retained : he has already two 
« ſecretaries and a ſteward; what ſer- 
« vice then does he expect from thee ? 
It looks as if he intended to make 
« thee his Mercury. In 2 time! one 
£ cannot be on a better tooting with a 
* nobleman, in order to make his way 
2 
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© to a good poſt. He who limits him. 
« ſelf to honourable ſervices only, moves 
* ſlowly, ſtep by ſtep, and feldom gains 
© his point at laſt.” 

While I was engroſſed by theſe fine 
reflections, a lacquey came to tell me, 
that all the company who had dined at 
our houſe were gone home, and that 
the count wanted to ſpeak with me. I 
flew inſtantly to his apartment, where 
found him lying on his couch, ready 
to take his afternoon's nap, with his 
baboon, which always bore him com- 
pany. | 
Come hither, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he; 
* take a chair, and liſten to what I am 
going to ſay.“ I obeyed his orders, 
and he ſpoke to me in theſe terms: 
Don Fabricio has told me that, among 
* other good qualities, you poſſeſs that 
of attaching yourſelf to your maſters ; 
© and that you are a young man of in- 
© corruptible integrity. Theſe two qua- 
* lifications determined me to take you 
© into my ſervice; for I have great oc- 
© caſion for an affectionate domeſtick, 
* who will eſpouſe my intereſt, and em- 
* ploy his whole attention in huſbanding 
my eſtate. I am rich, it is true; but. 
* my yearly expence greatly exceeds my 
© income. The reaſon is plain; I am 
* plundered by my ſervants, and live in 
* my own houſe as if I was in a foreſt 
© among robbers. I ſuſpect my butler 
© and ſteward of having a fellow- feeling 
* the one with the other; and this is 
© more than enough to ruin me from 
top to bottom. You will ſay, if I have 
© reaſon to think them rogues, why don't 
©T turn them away? But where ſhall 
I find others made of a different kind 
of ſtuff? I will be ſatisfied with having 
* them both obſerved by a man who 
© thall have a right to inſpect their con- 
duct: and you are the perſon whom I 
© have choſen for that commiſſion ; of 
* which if you acquit yourſelt well, be 
© aſſured that you ſhall not ſerve an un- 
© grateful maſter, for I will take care 
* to provide for you a very advantage- 
© ous ſettlement in Sicily.“ 

Having ſpoke thus, he diſmiſſed me; 
and that very evening, in preſence of all 
his domeſticks, I was proclaimed ſuper- 
intendant of the family. This did not 
give the Meſſineze and Neapolitan great 
mortification at firſt, becauſe they look- 
ed upon me as a jolly companion, of a 
good compoſition ; and concluded, that 
by giving me a ſhare of the ſpoil, they 
ſhould be allowed to go on in their old 
courſe. But they looked very lilly next 


day, when I declared to them that I was 
b an 
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an enemy to all miſdemeanour. I de- 
manded of the butler an account of the 
provihons ; I viſited the cellar, and took 
an inventory of every thing he had in 
his charge; 1 mean, table-linen and 
late. I then exhorted them to be ſav - 
ing of our patron's wealth ; Þ lay out 
with economy; and ended my advice, 
by proteſting to them, that I would in- 
form that nobleman f every thing that 
I ſhould obſerve amiſs in his houſe. 1 
did not ſtop here : reſolving to have a 
ſpy, who might diſcover if there was 
any ſiniſter intelligence between them, 
I caſt my eyes on a ſcullion ; who be- 
ing won by my promiſes, aſſured me 
that I could not have applied to a more 
proper perſon, to get notice of every 
thing that happened in the houſe ; that 
the butler and ſteward were in a con- 
federacy, and burnt the candle at both 
ends; that they daily ſecreted one half 
of the proviſion that was bought for the 
family ; that the Neapolitan took care 
of a lady who lived oppoſite to the col- 
lege of St. Thomas; and that the Meſ- 
ſenian entertained another at the Sun- 
gate; that theſe two gentlemen ſent all 
ſorts of proviſion to their nymphs every 
morning; and that the cook alſo diſ- 
atched ſavoury meſſes to a widow of 
his acquaintance in the neighbourhood ; 
and that, in conſideration of his ſervices 
to the other two, to whom he was en- 
tirely devoted, he diſpoſed, as they did, 
of the wines in the cellar : in ſhort, that 
theſe three domeſticks occaſioned a moſt 
horrible expence in the count's houſe. 
© If you doubt my report,“ added the 
ſcullion, * take the trouble of going to- 
© morrow morning, about ſeven o'clock, 
to the college of St. 1homas, and you 
* ſhall ſee me loaded with a baſket, 
« which will change your doubts into 
© certainty.—* So,” ſaid I to him, „thou 
art agent to theſe gallant purveyors ?” 
—* | am,“ he replied, © employed by 
the butler, and one of my comrades 
© acts for the ſteward.” 
I had the curioſity, to repair next 
morning, at the appointed hour, to the 


college of St. Thomas, where 1 did nor 


wait long for my ſpy, whom Law com- 
ing along with a huge baſket filled with 
butchers meat, poultry, aud veniſon. 
I took an inventory of the particulars, 
of which I formed in my pocket-book 
a ſhort verbal proceſs, that I went and 
ſhewed to my maſter, after having told 
the trencher- ſcraper that he might exe- 
cute his commiſſion as uſual. 

The Sicilian. ncbleman, who was na- 
turally paſſionate, reſolved in his firſt 
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tranſport to turn away the Neapolitan 
and Meſſenian ; but after having reflect. 
ed more coolly, contented himſelf with 
diſmiſſing the laſt, to whoſe place I ſuc- 
ceeded ; ſo that my office of ſuperinten- 
dant was ſuppreſſed ſoon after it's crea. 
tion : and truly I was not ſorry for it; 
for it was, properly ſpeaking, no more 
than the honourable employment of a 
ſpy, and a poſt which had nothing ſub. 
ſtantial in it ; whereas, by being made 
ſteward, I became maſter of the ſtron 
box, and that is every thing. The 
ſteward al» ys poſſeſſes the firſt rank a- 
mong the domeſticks of a great family; 
and there are 10 many ſmall perquiſites 
attached to his adminiſtration, that he 
may grow rich, even though he be an 
honeſt man. 

My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was 
not yet exhauſted, obſerving my brutal 
zeal, that I got up every morning to ſee 
and keep an account of what vietuals 
were bought, no longer ſecreted a part; 
but the raſcal continued to purchaſe the 
lame quantity as before. By this ſtra- 
tagem, increaling the profit he drew 
from the refuſe of the table, which was 
his perquiſite, he found hiniſelf in a con- 
dition to treat his charmer at leaſt with 
dreſſed victuals, if he could not furniſh 
her with raw proviſion. In ſhort, the 
devil loſt nothing by this reformation, 
and the count was not a whit the better 
tor having the phœnix of ſtewa: ds in his 
ſervice. The ſuperabundance that T 
then perceived at every meal made me 
gueſs this new trick, which I immedi. 
ately defeated, by retrenching what was 
ſuperfluous in every courſe. "This I 
did, however, with ſuch prudence, that 
the alteration could not be perceived : 
one would have thought that there was 
ſtill the ſame profuſion ; and yet, by this 
ceconomy, I conliderably diminiſhed the 
expence. This was what my patron re- 
quired; he wanted to retrench, without- 
appearing leſs magnificent; for his ava- 
rice was ſubordinate to his oſtentation. 

There was yet another abuſe to be re- 
formed : I found the wine ran out a- 
pace; if, for example, twelve cavaliers - 
happened to dine with my maſter, they 
would exhauſt fitty, and. ſomerimes tive 
dozen of bottles. I was aſtonithed at 
this waſte; and not doubting that there 
muſt be ſome roguery in the caſe, con- 
ſulted my oracle, that is, my drudge, 
with whom 1 very often had private 
conferences, and who made a faithful 
report of every thing that was faid or 
done in the kitchen, where he was not 


in the leaſt ſuſpected. He told me, 
| that 
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that the waſte of which I complained 
proceeded trom a new league between 
the butler, cook, and thoſe lacquies who 
filled the wine, and who carried off all 
the bottles ' halt emptied, which were 
afterwards ſhared among the confede- 


rates. I ſpoke to the footmen on this 


ſubject, and threatened to turn them out 
of doors, if ever they ſhould think pro- 
per to repeat this practice: upon which 


they were reciaimed. My maſter, whom 


1 took care to advertiſe of the moſt mi- 
nute things which I performed for his 
advantage, loaded me with prqiſes, and 
grew every day more and more fond of 
me; and 1, in order to reward the good 
ſervices of the ſcullion, created him 
cook's aſſiſtant. 

The Neapolitan was enraged to find 
me always on the catch with him; and 
was cruelly mortified with the checks 
which he underwent, whenever he pre- 
ſented his accounts to me; for, that 1 
might pare his nails the cloſer, I took 
the trouble of going to market, to learn 
the price of meat, juſt before he went 
thither ; and, as he 3 to impoſe 
upon me afterwards, gave him a vigorous 
repulſe. I was very well perſuaded, 
that he curſed me an hundred times a 
day; but the ſubjett of his maledictions 
hindered me from dreading their force. 
I cannot imagine how he could bear my 

riecutions, and remain in the ſervice 
of the Sicilian nobleman. Doubtleſs, 
in ſpite of all my endeavours, he found 
his account in perſeverance. 

Fabricio, whom 1 frequently ſaw, and” 
to whom 1 recounted all my hitherto 
unheard exploits, in quality of ſteward, 
was more diſpoſed to blame than ap- 
22 my conduct. God grant,“ ſaid 

e one day, that thou maveſt be re- 
compenſed for all this diſintereſted- 
* neſs; but between thee and me, I be- 
$ lieve it would not fare the worſe for 
thee, if thou waſt not quite ſo rough 
* with the butler.'—" How! anſwered 
I; * ſhall that robber charge in his bill 
© ten piſtoles for a fiſh that did not coſt 
© four, and I paſs over that article? 
Why not?* he replied, coldly; * let 
him give thee the Half of the ſuper- 
«© plus, according to cuſtom, E 
faith, my friend!“ continued he, ſhak- 
ing his head, you are a mere ninny; 
© and in all appearance will grow grey 
© jn ſervitude, ſince you neglect to flay 
the cel while it is in your hand. 
* Take my word for it, Fortune refem- 
© bles thoſe briſk airy coquettes who 
© deſpiſe the gallant who ſtands upon 
ceremony. | p 


| 


I only laughed at the diſcourſe of 
Nunnez ; who laughed again in his 
turn, and would have perſuaded me that 
he had only ſpoke in jeſt, being aſhamed 
of having given me bad counſel in vain. 
continued firm in the reſolution of be- 
ing always zealous and faithful: I felt 
no inclination to be otherwiſe; and I 
dare fay, that in four months I ſaved to 
my maſter, by my ceconomy, three 
thouſand ducats at leaſt, 


CHAP. XVI. 


An accident happens to Count Galiano's da- 
boon, whichts the cauſe of great affliction 
to that nobleman, Gul Blas falls fick; 
the conſequence of that diſtemper. 


BOUT this time, the repoſe of 
the family was ſtrangely diſturb- 
ed by an accident which will ſeem tri- 
fling to the reader, though it turned out 
a very ſerious maiter to the ſervants, 
and eſpecially to me: Cupid, that ba- 
boon of which I have made mention, 
that animal ſo beloved by our maſter, 
attempting one day to leap from one 
window to another, acquitted himſelf 
ſo ill in the performance, that he fell 
down into the court, and diſlocated his 
leg. The count no ſooner underſtood 
this misfortune, than he uttered ſuch 
piercing cries, that they were heard all 
over the neighbourhocd ; and in the 
exceſs of his grief, attacking all his ſer- 
vants without exception, he had well 
nigh made a clean houſe. His fury, 
however, was limited to curſing our ne- 
gligences, and abuſing us, without ſpar- 
ing terms of reproach. He ſent imme- 
diately for thuſe ſurgeons who were 
moſt expert in fractures and diſtocated 
bones; and who, having viſited the 
patient's leg, reduced it, and applied 
bandages accordingly. But though all 
of them aſſured him there was no dan- 
ger, my maſter retained one of them in 
the houſe, to be always near the animal, 
until it was perfectly cured. 

I ſhould be to blame if I paſſed over 
in ſilence the griet and anxiety which 
preyed upon the heart of the Sicihan 
nobleman during the whole time of the 
cure. Will it be believed, that all the 
day he did not ſtir from his dear Cu- 
pid! He was always preſent when it 
was dreſſed, and got out of bed to viſit 
him two or three times every night. 
But the moſt troubleſome circumſtance 
of all was, that every domeſtick in the 
family, and I in particular, were always 
up, and that we might be at hand to be 
ſent whereſoever it ſhould be thought 


proper 
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proper ſor the ſervice of this ape. In a 
word, he had no reſt in the houſe, till 


' ſuch tinte as this plaguy beaft, having 
* recovered of his fall, betook himſelt 
again to his uſual caperings and tumb-- 


lings. After this, can we refuſe to cre- 
dit the report of Suetonius, when he 
ſays, Caligula loved his horſe to ſuch a 


degree, that he beſtowed upon him a 


houſe richly furniſhed, with officers to 
ſerve him, and even deſigned to make 
him conſul? My patron was no lefs 
charmed with his baboon, which he 
would willingly have created a corre- 
gidor, had it been in his power. 


An unlucky circumſtance for me was, 


that T hari furpaſſed all the valets in de- 
monſtrations of concern, that T might, 
in ſo doing, make my court to, my maſ- 
ter; and underwent ſuch fatigue in be- 


half of Cupid, that TI fell fick upon it, 


and was ſeized with ſuch a violent fe- 
ver that 1 loſt my ſenſes, and know not 
how I was managed for fifteen days, 
during which «1 was in a manner be- 
tween life and death. This only I 
know, that my youth ſtruggled ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully againſt the fever, and perhaps 
againſt the remedies that were admini- 
ſte red, that at _— I recovered my un- 
derſtanding. The firſt uſe I made of it 
was to perceive that I was not in my 
own chamber ; and wanting to know the 
reaſon, 1 aſked it of an old woman who 
attended me ; but ſhe replied, that 1 


muſt not ſpeak, for the phylician had ex- 
pon forbid it. When we are in good 


ealth, we commonly laugh at the doc- 
tor; bur when we are ſick, we calmly 


\ ſubmit to his preſcription. 


I thought proper, therefore, to hold 
my tongue, how much ſoever 1 longed 
to converſe with my nurſe ; and was 
engaged in reflections on this ſubject, 
when two ſpruce beans entered, dreiſed 


in _ with very fine ruffled linen. 


1 imagined they were two noblemen, 
friends of my maſter, who, out of conſi- 
deration for him, came to ſee me, On 


this ſuppoſition,” I made an effort to (it 


up, and ſhewed my reſpect by taking 


ſpoke thus, he made the „ 
write a preſcription ; which while 
dictated, he viewed himſelf in a glaſs, 
adjuſted his periwig. and made ſuch gri- 
maces, that I could not help VgWNgs 
in ſpite of my weakly condition. He 
then made me a ſolemn bow,” and went 
away, much more engroſſed by his own 
figure than by the medicines he had pre. 
ſcribed. 83 

After his departure, the apothecary, 
who had not come hither for nothing, 
prepared himſelf for doing ſomething 
which may be eafily gueſſed ; wheiher 
he was afraid that the old woman could 
not acquit herſelf with dexterity enough, 
or wanted to operate himfelf, in. order 
to enhance the value of his ware ; but, 
with all his addreſs, I do not know how it 
happened, the operation was ſcarce per- 
formed, when I reſtored to the opera- 
tor all that he had given me, and left 
his velvet ſuit in a fine pickle. He 
looked upon this accident as a misfor- 
tune annexed to pharmacy, and wiping 
himſelf with a towel in lence, went away 
reſolving to make me pay the ſcowerer, 
to whom he was certainly obliged to 
ſend his cloaths. | | 

He returned next morning more plaiu- 
ly dreſſed, though he had no riſque to 
run that day in bringing the phyſick 
which the doctor had preſcribed the 


night before; for I not only felt myſelf 


* every moment, but had ſuch 
an aver ſion, ſince the preceding day, to 
phyticians and apothecaries, that I even 
curſed the univerſities where thoſe gen- 
tlemen receive the power of (laying men 
with impunity. | 

In this diſpoſition 1 ſwore that I 
would take no more medicine, and wiſh- 


ed Hippocrates at the devil, with all his, 


gang. The apothecary, who did not 
mind what became of his compoſition, 
provided he was uu for it, left it on the 
table, and retired, without ſpeaking a 
word. I ordered the villainous medi- 
cine o be thrown out ofthe window im- 
mediately, being ſo much prepoſſefſed 
againſt it, that I ſhould have thought 


myſelf poiſoned had I ſwallowed' it. 
To this ſtroke of diſobedience I added 
another. I broke ſilence; 1 told 
nurſe, in a peremptory tone, that I'aY- 
ſolntely inſiſted on knowing what was 
become of my mater. The old woe 
man, who was apprehenſive of exciting 
in me a dangerous emotion, ſhould ſhe 
tify my curioſity ; or reſolving per- 


off my cap; but nurſe laid me all 
along again, and told me theſe gentle- 
men were my phyſician and apothecary. | 
- The doctor coming to my bed-ſide, 
felt my pulſe, conſidered my counte- 
" Nance, and obſerving all the ſymptoms 
of an immediate cure, aſlumed an air of 
triumph, as if he had greatly contribut. 


ed to it; ſaying, that there was nothing 


wanting to finiſh the work buta purge, ps to irritate my diſtemggr by her ob- 
after which he might boaſt of havi ſtinacy, made no anſwer ; but I per- 
formed a fine cure. When he had | fifted with ſo much paſſien, that ſhe re. 
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plied at length, Signior Cavalier, you 
are now your own maſter ; Count Ga- 
* liano is gone back to Sicily.“ 

I * not believe What I heard, 
and yet there was nothing more true. 
That nobleman, the very ſecond day 
of my diſtemper, fearing that I would 
die at his houſe, had the generoſity to 
order me to be tranſported, with my 
little effects, to a hired room, where 
he had abandoned me, without cere- 
mony, to Providence and the care of a 
nurſe. In the interim, having receiv- 
ed an order from conrt, obliging him 
to repaſs into Sicily, he ſet out with 
ſuch precipitation, that I was not fo 
much as thought of; whether he al- 
ready numbered me among the dead, or 
that people of quality are troubled with 
ſhort memories. 

My nurſe informed me of all this; 
and likewiſe aſſured me, it, was ſhe who 
had called the phyfician and apothecary, 
that I might not periſh for want of aſſiſt- 
ance. Theſe comfortable news threw 
me into a profound reverie. Adieu, 
my advantageous ſettlement in Sicily! 
my ſanguine hopes, farewel! When 
any great misfortune happens to you,” 
ſays a certain pop*®, * examine yourſelf 
«well; and you will always perceive 
that it was, in ſome meaſure, owing 
© to your own fault.“ No diſparagement 
to this holy father, I cannot fee how I 
contributed to my own miſchance on 
this occaſion. 

When I found the flattering chimeras 
' with which I had (tufted my imagination 
vaniſhed, the next thing that I concern- 
ed myſelf about was my portmanteau, 
which I ordered her to bring to my 
bed-ſide, that 1 might examine it. I 
ſighed, when | perceived it open, cry- 
ing, Ah, my dear portmanteaul my 
« only eonſolation | yon have been, I 
* ſee, at the mercy of !trangers.'—* No, 
no, Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid the old 
woman; don't be uneaſy ; nothing is 
« ſtolen from vou; 1 have protected 
« your box, as if it had been my own 
N 

4 found in it the ſuit of cloaths which 
I had when I came into the count's ſer- 
vice, but I looked in vain for that which 
the Meſſenian had ordered to be made 
for me. My maſter had not thought 

roper to leave it with me, or elſe ſome- 
44 had made free with it during my 
delicium. All my other baggage re- 
mained, and even a great leathern purſe 
that contained my money, which I reck- 
oned twice, as I could not, at firſt, be- 
lieve that there were but fifty piſtoles 


nothing by wrangling; and every one 
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remaining of two hundred and fixty that 
were in it before I fell ſick. * What is 
the meaning of this, my good mother l 
ſaid I to the nurſe ; my finances are 
* terribly diminiſhed,” — * And yet no- 
* body, except myſelf, hath touched 
them, ' ſaid the old woman; and I have 
* been as frugal as poſſible: but ſickneſs 
* 1s very expenlive; one is always lay- 
ing out. Here,“ added the good mo- 
ther, taking a packet of paper out ot 
her pocket; here is an account of the 
* expence as juſt as the current coin, 
* which will ſhew that I have not em- 
* ployed a maravedi amiſs.” 

I glanced over the bill, which con- 
tained fifteen or twenty pages. Mercy 
upon mel what a quantity of poultry 
had been bought while I was out of my 
ſenſes. There was in broths only to the 
amount of twelve piſtoles at leaſt. The 
other articles were anſwerable to this. 
It cannot be imagined how much was 
laid out for wood, candles, water, and 
broonrs. Nevertheleſs, ſwelled as this 
account was, the ſum total did not ex- 
ceed thirty piſtoles, conſequently there 
ought to be a remainder of one hundred 
and eighty. This I repreſented to her; 
but the beldame, with an air of devo- 
tion, began to take all the ſaints to wit- 
neſs, that there were but fourſcore piſ- 
toles in the purſe when the count's but- 
ler gave her the charge of my portman - 
teau. * What is that you ſay, goody ?“ 
cried I, with precipitation; was it the 
butler who put my things into your 
hands! —“ Without doubt it was he,“ 
ſhe replied ; * by this token, that when 
* he gave me them, he ſaid, ©* Good 
© mother, when Signior Gil Blas is ſtiff, 
* don't fail to treat him with a good 
„funeral, for there is money enough 
in the portmanteau to anſwer the 
« expence.” 

Ah, damned Neapolitan d cried 1, 
© 1 am no longer at a loſs to know how 
my money is gone: you have ſwept it 
* away, to make yourſelf ſome amends 
for the thefts I hindered you to com- 
mit.“ After this apoſtrophe, I thanked 
Heaven that the knave had not carried 
off the whole. Whatever reafon 1 had, 
however, to accuſe the butler of haviag. 
robbed me, I could hot help thinking 
that the nurſe might bly have done 
the deed. My ſuſpicion fell ſometimes 
on one, ſometimes on the other; but it 
was ſtill the ſame thing to me. 

I ſaid nothing to the old woman: I 
did not even cavil at the articles of her 
conſcionable bill; for I ſhould have got 
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muſt underſtand his trade : my reſent- 
ment, therefore, was contented with 
paying and diſmiſſing her three days 
after. 

believe, when ſhe went from me, 
ſhe advertiſed the apothecary that ſhe 
had been diſmiſſed, and that I was well 
enough to decamp without taking my 
leave of him; for, in a moment after, 


he came to me, quite out of breath, 
and preſented his bill; in which, under 


names that were utterly unknown to 
me, although 1 had been a phyſician, 
he had ſet down all the pretended me- 


dicines with which he had furniſhed me 


while 1 was out of my ſenſes. This bill 
_ might be juſtly ſaid to have been writ- 
ten 'in the true ſpirit of an apothecary ; 
and accordingly we diſpnted about the 
yment of it. I inſiſted on his abating 
one half of the ſum he demanded ; he 
ſwore he would not abate one maravedi. 
Conſidering, however, that he had to 
do with a young man who nught give 
him the flip, by quitting Madrid that 
very day,' he choſe rather to be con- 
tented with what 1 offered, that is, three 
times the value of his drugs, than to 
run the riſque of loſing the whole. 1 
ve him the money with, infinite re 
ret, and he retired fully revenged for 
the ſmall diſgrace he had ſuffered on 
the day of the clyſter. 

The phyſician appeared almoſt at the 
ſame time; for thoſe animals are always 
at the tail of one another. I paid him for 
his viſits, which had been very nume- 

rous, and ſent him away very well fatis- 
fied : but before he would leave me, in 
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BOOK VIII. 


CHAP. 1. 


Gi Blas contracts a gcad acquaintance, and 
obtains a poſt that conſoles him for Count 
Galiano's ingratitude. The hiſtory of Don 
Valerio de . 


M* not having heard of Nunnez all 
this time ſurprized me fo much, 
that I concluded he muſt be in the 
country ; and, as ſoon as I could walk, 

went to his lodgings, where I under- 
ſtood that he had actually gone to An- 
dalufia, three weeks before, with the 
Duke de Medina Sidonia. One morn- 
ing, at waking, Don Melchior de la 
Ronda came into my head ; and remem- 
bering that I had promiſed to him, 
while I was at Grenada, to viſit his ne- 


* 


| 


| 


order to prove that he had earned his 


fees, he related all the mortal ſymp- 
toms, which he had prevented, in my 
diſtemper ; a taſk he performed in very 
learned terms, and with an agreeable 


» «> 
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air, though it was altogether above my A 


comprehenſion. When I had diſpatched 
him, I thought I had got rid of all the 
miniſters of the Fates; but I was miſ. 
taken; a ſurgeon, whom 1 had never 
ſeen, entered my apartment, and having 
ſaluted me very reſpectfully, expreſſed 


great joy in ſeeing me out of danger; 


a deliverance which, he ſaid, he attri- _ 
buted to two copious bleedings that 
he had performed, and ſome cupping- 
glaſſes which he had the honour to ap- 
ply. This was another feather to be 
plucked from my wing : I was fain to 
pay tribute to the ſurgeon alſo. After 
ſo many evacuations, my purſe became 
ſo feeble, that it was little beiter than 
a lifeleſs corpſe, ſo little of the radical 
moiſture remained. 

I began to loſe courage, when I ſaw 
myſelf relapſing into a ſtate of miſery. 
I had, while I ſerved my laſt maſters, 
conceived too great affection for the con- 
veniences of life, and could no longer, 
as formertv, look upon indigence with 
the eye of a Cynick philoſopher. I will 
own, however, that 7 very much in 
the wrong, to let myſelf fall a prey to 
melancholy. After having ſo often ex- 
perienced that Fortune no ſooner over- 
threw me than ſhe raiſed me up again, 
I ought to have regarded the trouble. 
ſome ſituation in which I was, as ano» 
ther introduction to proſperity, 
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phew, if ever I ſhould return to Madrid, 
I reſolved to keep my promiſe that very 
day. Having got a direction to the 
houſe of Den Balthazar'de Zuniga, I 
repaired thither, and aſked for Signior 
Joſeph Navarro, who. foon appeared. 
When 1 ſaluted him, he received me 
politely, but coldly, although I had ſig- 
nified my name. I did not know how 
to reconcile this frozen reception with 
the character 1 had head of this clerk 
of the kitchen; and was going away, 


with a reſolution to ſave myſelf the 
trouble of a fecond viſit, when, all of a 
ſudden, aſſuming an open ſmiling air, 
he cried, with a * of emotion, 
* Ah, Signior Gil Blas de Santillane ! 
« pray pardon the reception I have given 
£ vou. . 
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* you. My memory had betrayed my 
* inclination: I had forgot your name, 
* and httle thought that you was the 
* cavalier of whom mention is made in 
© a letter which I received from Gre- 
* nada about four months ago. 
Ho rejoiced am I to ſee you !* 
ded he, throwing his arms about my 
neck, with tranſport ; * my uncle Mel- 
© chior, whom 1 love and honour as a 
* father, conjures me, if perchance 1 
© ſhould have the honour of ſeeing you, 
© to treat yuu in the ſame manner as if 
© you was his ſon, and to employ, if 
© there ſhould be occaſion, my own cre- 
© dit, and that of my friends, in your 
© behalf. He has praiſed the qualities of 
your head and heart, in ſuch terms as 
© would have intereſted me in your fa- 
© your, ven if I had not been engaged 
© thereto by his recommendation. 1 
beg, theretore, that you will look upon 
© me as a man to whom my uncle has 
* ;jmparied, by letter, all his ſentiments 
© with regard to you. I ofter you my 
« friendſhip, and I hope you will not 
c reiuſe me yours.“ 
I anſwered with that gratitude which 
I owed to the polite behaviour of Jo- 
ſeph; and, like people of warmth and 
ſincerity, we con rated an intimacy on 
the ſpot: and 1 did not ſcruple to dil- 
clole the ſituation of my affairs; which 
he no ſooner heard, than he laid, *I un- 


"© dertake to procure a place for you: 


© and, in the mean time, don't fail to 
© come. and dine with me every day. 
© You will fare better here than at your 
© eating-houle.*” The offer was too 
agreeable to a poor creature jult come 
out of a fit of illneſs, who had been 
uſed to good living, to be rejected. I 
accepted the invitation, therefore, and 
recruited fo well in that family, that in 
fifteen days I had the face of a Barnar- 
dine monk. Meichior's nephew ſeemed to 
make up his pack rarely; but how could 
it be otherwiſe! He had three ſtrings 
to his bow ; was, at the fame time, but- 
ler, ſteward, and clerk of the küchen; 
belides, (our friendſhip apart) I be- 
heve the comptroller of the houſe and 
he had a very good underſtanding toge- 
ther. 

I was perfealy recovered when my 
friend Joſeph, ſeeing me come in one 
day to dine as uſual, made up to me in a 
gay air, and ſaid, * Signior Gil Blas, 1 
© have got a pretty good place in view 
© for you. You mult know that the 
© Duke of Lerma, prime-miniſter of the 
* Spaniſh crown, in order to devote 
« limſelt entirely to affairs of ſtate, in- 
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 * truſts two perſons with his own con- 


*cexrns. Don Diego de Monteſer has 
c the care of gathering his rents; and 
* his houſhold expence is managed by 
Don Rodrigo de Calderoia. Theſe 
* two men, in whom he can confide, ex- 
* ercile their employ ments with abſolute 
authority, without the leaſt depen- 
* dence on one another. Don Diego 
* uſually keepsjn hisſervice twoſtewards' 
* to receive his caſh; and as I under- 
ſtood this morning that he had diſmiſ- 
* {ed one of them, 1 have been to aſk 
the place for you. Sigmor de Monte- 
© ſer, who knows me, and whoſe friend- 
* (ſhip I may boaſt, has granted it with-. 
out any difficulty, on my reccommen- 
dation of your morals and capacity. 
* We will go to his houſe this after- 
© noon.? 


We went thither accordingly. 1 was 


very graciouſly received, and inſtalled 


in the employment of the ſteward whu 
had been diſmiſſed. His office conſiſt- 
ed in viſiting the farms, keeping them 
in repair, and receiving the rents: ina 
word, I was concerned in the country 
eſtate, and every month gave in my ac- 
counts to Don Diego, who examined 
them with great attention. This was 
what 1 wiſhed. Although my integrity 
had been ſo ill repaid by my laſt maſter, 
| was reſolved to continue always in the 
ſame path. | 
One day, having got notice that a fire 
had happened at the caſtle of Lerma, 
and that more than half of it had been 
reduced to aſhes, I went thither imme- 
diately to take an account of the da- 
mage; and having informed myſelf ex- 
actly, upon the ſpot, of all the circum- 
ſtances of the fire, I compoſed an ample. 
relation of it, which Monteſer ſhewed 
to the-Duke of Lerma. This miniſter, 
notwithſtanding the affliction he was in 
to hear ſuch bad news, was ſtruck with 
the relation, and could not help aſking 
who was the auther: Don Diego not 
only ſatisfied him in that particular, but 
alſo fpoke ſo much in my favour, that 
his excellency remembered me fix 
months atier, on the occaſion of a ſtory 
which I am going to recount, and with 
out which, perhaps, I ſhould never have 
been employed at court. Here it is. 
At that time, there lived in the ſtreet 
of the Infantas, an old lady, called Ine- 
ſilla de Cantarila, whoſe birth was not 
certainly known. Some ſaid that ſhe 
was the daughter of a lute-maker; and 
others that her father was a commander 
of the order of St. Jago. Be that as it 


| will, ſhe was a prodigy. Nature had 


beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon her the ſingular privi- 
lege of charming the male ſex during 
the whole courſe of her life, which ex- 


ceeded ſeventy-five years. She had been 


idolized by the noblemen of the old 
court, and ſaw herſeli adored by thoſe 
of the new. Time, that {ſpares not even 
beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her in 
in vain; though he had withered it, he 
could not deprive her of the power to 
pleaſe: a,noble air, an enchanting wit, 
and graces that were peculiar to her 
made her inſpire the men with paſſion, 
even in her old age. 

One of the Duke of Lerma's ſecreta- 
ries, called Don Valerio de Luna, a ca- 
valier of five and twenty, ſaw Ineſilla, 
and fell in love with her. He declared 
himſelf in the moſt paſſionate terms, and 

urſaed his prey with all the fury that 
ove and youth can inſpire. The lady, 
who had her reaſons tor not complying 
with his wiſhes, did not know how to 
moderate his flame. . One day, how- 
ever, thinking ſhe had found the means, 
ſhe carried the young man into her clo- 
ſet, and pointing to a clock that ſtood 
upon the table, You fee,” ſaid the, 
© what hour it is—on the ſame day and 
© hour did I come into the world, ſe- 
© venty-five years ago; and do you 
© really think it becomes one of my age 
© to be engaged in love-intrigues? Re- 
cal your reaſon, my child; and ſtifle 
© thole ſentiments which are ſo unſuit- 
© able both to you and me.“ At tlus 
ſenſible advice, the cavalier, who no 
lonzer acknowledged the authority of 
reaſon, anſwered the lady with all the 
impetuoſity of a man poſletſ-d by the moſt 
violent emotions, * Cruel Inciilla! why 
have you recourſe to ſuch frivolous 
© remonſtrances ? Do you imagine that 
they can change you in my eyes? 
Don't flatter yourſelt with ſuch a vain 
© hope. While you are ſuch as I behold 
© you, or while my view is faſcinated by 
© the charm, 1 cannot ceaſe to love you.” 
— Well then,“ ſaid ſhe, © fince you are 
* ſo obſtinate as to perſiſt in the re ſolu- 
« tion of fatiguing me with your addreſ- 
* ſes, my houſe thall be no longer open 
© to you. I forbid you to come near it, 
and deſire to ſee you no more. 

You will, perhaps, believe, after this, 
that Don Valerio, 
what he had heard, made an honourable 
retreat. On the contrary, he became 
ſtill more importunate. Love produces 
the ſame effect in it's votaries, as wine 
does in drunkards. The cavalier beg- 
ged, ſighed, and, making a ſudden tran- 

| " Id IR. | 
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difconcerted at | 
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ſition from entreaties to rage, attempted. 
to enjoy by force, what he could not 
otherwiſe obtain, But the lady, re- 
biting with courage, cried, with an ar 
of indignation, * Hold, raſh wreich! I 
* wHl ſoon bridle your impious ardour. 
Know that you are my ſon.” Don 
Valerio was confounded at theſe words, 
which ſuſpended the violence of his 
paſſion. But, imagining that Ineſilla 
ſpoke thus only to be rid of his ſolicita- 
tions, he anſwered, You have invent 
ed that fable to elude my deſires. 
« No, no,“ ſaid ſhe, interrupting him; 
« I reveal-a myſtery, which I ſhould al- 
© ways have concealed, had not you re- 
© duced me to the neceſſity of diſcloſing 
«it. Six and twenty years ago, I was 
© in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your 
© father, who was then governor of Se. 
« goviaz and you became the fruit of 
* our mutual paſſion. He owned you 
for his fon, gave you good education z' 
and although he had nut been without 
* other children, your good qualities 
would have determined him to leave 
« yowa fortune. I, for my part, did 
© not forſake yon. As ſoon as you be- 
gan to appear in the world, 1 allurs 
ed you to my houſe, in order to in- 
© ſpire you with that polite behaviour 
* which is fo neceſſary to a gallant man, 
© and which women only can beſtow, I 
« did more; I emplayed all my credit 
to introduce you into the prime- mi- 
« niſter's ſervice. In ſhort, I have in- 
© tereſted myſelf for you, as I ought to 
d fora ſon. After this declaration, 
© take your own meaſures, If you can 
« purify your ſentiments, and look upon 
© me only as a mother, I do not baniſh 
«you from my fight, but will treat you 
with all the tenaerneſs I have hither- 
© to preſerved; but if you are incapa- 
© ble of that effort, which both nature 
© and reaſon demand, fly this moment, 
© and detiver me from the horror of 
© your preſence.” . | 

While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, 
Don Valerio remained in a proſound 
ſilence. He ſeemed to recal his virtue, 
and endeavour to vanquith himſelf ; but 
he meditared another deſign, and pre- 
pared a quite different ſpectac e for his 
mother. Being unable to confole him- 
ſelf for the inſurmountable obſtacle that 
oppoſed his wiſhes, he baſely yielded to 
his deſpair: he drew his ſword, and 


| plunged it in his own boſom; puniſhing 


himſelf like another Oedipus, with this 
difference, that the Theban 8 
his own eyes, out of grief for — 
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committed the crime; whereas the 
Caſtilian ſtabbed himſelf, becauſe he 
could not commit it. | 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not 
die immediately of the blow he had gi- 
ven himſelf; but had time to repent, 
and aſk pardon of Heaven, for having 
taken away his own life. As he left, 
by his death, a vacancy in the poſt of 
ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma, that 
miniſter, who had not forgot my account 
of the fire, nor the good character he 


had heard of me, choſe me to fill the 


place of this young gentleman. 
C HAP. IT. 


Git Blas is preſented to the Duke of Lerma, 


who receives him into the number of hts 
ſecretaries; ſets him to work, and ts fu- 
tigſied with his performance. 


. FA. was the perſon 


who informed me of this agree- 


| able news, and ſaid, Friend Gil Blas, 


© though I feel ſome regret in loſing 
you, I love you too well not to be over- 
« zoyed at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. 
£ You will not fail to make a fine for- 
© tune, provided you follow two pieces 
© of advice which I have to give you. 
© The firſt is, to appear ſo much attach- 
ed to his excellency, that he ſhall ne- 
© yer doubt of your being entirely de- 
* yoted to his will. And the ſecond is, 
to make your court to Signior Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona; for that man 
« moulds the mind of his maſter like 
« wax. If you nave the good fortune to 
acquire the good-will of that favourite 
©* ſecretary, you will go a great way in 


«a very little time.“ 


« Signior,” ſaid I to Don Diego, after 
having thanked him for his goodadvice, 
« tell me, if you pleale, Don Rodrigo's 
© character. I have often heard him 
* ſpuke of, and repreſented had enough; 
© but l have not much confidence in the 
pictures which people draw of thoſe 
© who have poſts at court ; though ſome- 
© times, I believe, they do not judge a- 
« miſs. Pray, tell me then, what do 
© you think of Signior Calderona ?'— 
you aſk me a very delicate queſtion,? 
replied the overſeer with a fatirical 
ſmile. * I would tell any body but you, 
« without heſitation, that he is a very 
* honourable gentleman, of an anble- 
© miſhed character: but I will deal 
© more frankly with you; for, beſides 
that I believe you a young man ot diſ- 
* cretion, I think it my duty to talk 
© openly to you of Don Rodrigo, ſince 
* I have adviſed you to cultivate him 


With care; otherwiſe, I ſhould only 
© oblige you by halves. | 

* You muſt know then, that from 
© a ſimple domeſtick of his excellency, 
when he was only Don Francis de San- 
* doval, this man has arrivec,, by de- 
: Nees, at the poſt of his firſt ſecretary. 
© There never was a prouder man; he 
© looks upon himſelf as the Duke of 
© Lerma's colleague; and, at the bak. 
tom, he may be ſaid to ſhare with him 
the authority of prime-miniſter ; ſince 
* he beſtows poſts and governments on 
* whom he pleaſes to oblige. This the 


£ publick often murmurs at; but he 


gives himſelf no trouble about the 
matter: provided an affair yields him 
© a handſome preſent, he bids defiance 
to cenſure. You will eaſily conceive 
© trom what I have ſaid," added Don 
Diego, * how you are to behave to ſuch 
© a hanghty mortal. —“ O yes!” ſaid 1! 
© leave that to me : it will be very un- 
© lucky indeed, if I cannot gain his fa- 
© vour. When one knows the foible of 
© a perſgn who he wiſhes to pleaſe, he. 
© muſt be no conjurer if he fails of ſuc. 
ces. —“ Well then,“ replied Monte- 
ſor; * 1 will now preſent you to the 
Duke of Lerma.“ | 

We went immediately to the houſe of 
that miniſter, whom we found giving 
audience in a great hall, where there 
was more company than at court. Here 
| faw commanders, and knights of Ca- 
latrava and St. Jago, ſoliciting for go- 
vernments and vice-royalties ; biſhops, 
who, being ſickly at their own dioceſes, 
deſired to be made archbiſhops, only for 
the change of air; and ſome holy ta- 
thers, of the order of St. Dominick and 
St. Francis, who laid claim to the mitre 
with great humiluy. I likewiſe ob- 
ſerved ſome half-pay officers, who acted 
the ſame part that Captain Chinchilla 
had formerly done; that is, ſpent all they 
had in dancing attendance for a pen- 
lion. If the duke did not gratify all 
their deſires, he at leaſt received their 
petitions with great affability; and 1 
erceived that he anſwered very polite- 

y to thoſe who ſpoke to him. | 
We waited patiently until he had diſ- 
atched all theſe ſuppliants; then Don 
Diego ſaid to him, My lord, here is 
* Gil Blas de Santillane, that young 
man whom your excellency has choſen 
© to ſupply the place of Don Valerio.“ 
At theſe words the -duke, caſting his 

eyes upon me, ſaid, in a very obligin 

manner, That I had already merite 
it by the ſervices I had done him. He 
afterwards carried me into his cloſet, to 
diſcourſe 


L 


diſcourſe with me in private, or rather 
to judge of my underſtanding by my con- 
verſation. e deſired to know who I 
was, and the life I had hitherto led, 
exadting of me a ſincere narration of the 
whole, What a detail was this for me 
to give! there was no thinking of telling 
lyes before a prime-miniſter of Spain. 
On the other hand, I had ſo many 


things to tell at the expence of my va- 


nity, that I could not reſolve on. a ge- 
neral confeſſion. How ſhould I extri- 


cate myſelf from this embarraſſment! 1 


took the reſolution of embelliſhing the 
truth in thoſe parts where it would have 


offended init's nakedaeſs; but he did not” 


fail to diſcover it in ſpite of all my kill. 


«* Monſieur de Santillane, ſaid he, with 
a ſmile, when I had finiſhed my ſtory, 
© I ſee you have been in your time a lit- 
I anſwered 


* tle upon the picare*.” 
with a buſh, © Your excellency order- 
© ed me to be ſincere, and I have obey- 
ed. I am obliged to thee for it,“ he 
replied : © go, my child; thou haſt come 
f off very cheaply. I am aſtoniſhed that 

thou waſt not undone by ill example. 
© There are many honeſt people who 
* would have turned rogues, had For- 
* tune put them to the ſame trials. 

6 3 Santillane, continued the 
miniſter, * forget thy paſt life, and re- 
member that thou now belongeſt 40 
« the king, in whoſe ſervice thou wilt 
« be employed for the future. Follow 
me, and I will make thee acquainted 
« with the nature of thy office.” He car- 
ried me into a little cloſet adjoining to 
his own, where I ſaw, 1 ſhelves, 
twenty thick regiſters in folio. It is 
© here,” ſaid he, where thou muſt work. 
* Theſe regiſters compoſe a dictionary 
of all the noble families within the 
« kingdoms and principalities of the 
© Spaniſh monarch. Every book con- 
« tains, in alphabetical order, the abridg- 
© edhiſtory ofevery gentleman ; in which 
© are recuunted the ſervices which he 
* and his anceſtors have performed to 
the ſtate, as well as the affairs, of ho- 

_* nour in which they have been engag- 
©ed. There is alſo mention made of 
© their fortune, morals, and, in a word, 
of all their bad qualities; ſothat when 
© they come to ſolicit favours at court, 1 
* ſee with one glance of my eye, whe- 
ther or not they deſerve them. That 


© I may have an exact information of all 
© theſe things, I have penſionaries every 
6 where, who take care to get good 
« intelligeace, which they tranſmit to me 
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in writing: but, as their memorials 
© are often diffuſe, and ſtuffed with pro- 


vincial modes of expreſſion, they muſt 
© be rendered more conciſe, and the 


© dition poliſhed ; becauſe his majeſty 


* ſometimes orders theſe regiſters to be 
* read to him. In this work, which re- 
* quires a perſpicuous ſtyle, I will em- 
* ploy thee this very moment“ 
So ſaying, he took out of a port-folis 
full of papers, a memorial, which he 
put into my band ; and weat out of the 
cloſet, leaving me at liberty to perform 
my coup d'efſat. I read the piece, which 
ſeemed not only ſtuffed with barbarous 
terms, but even filled with indeceot 
. though it had been compoſed 
y a monk in the town of Solſona. He 
there tore to pieces, without mercy, 
a good Catalonian family; and God 
knows if he ſpoke truth: it looked. 
much like a uad libel, that 1 
firſt made ſome ſcruple of working upon 
it, being afraid of making myſelf an ac- 
complice in the calumny. Neverthe- 
leſs, novice as I was at court, I went 
on, at the hazard ot his reverence's ſoul ; 
and placing all the iniquity, if there 
was any in the caſe, to his account, be- 
gan to diſhonour, in good. Caſtilian. ' 
phraſes, two or three generations of ho- 
neſt men perhaps. tube 
I had already finiſhed four or five 
pages, when the duke, impatient. wo 
know how I performed, returned, and 
ſaid, © Santillane, ſhew me what thou 
* haſt done; for I long to ſee it.“ At 
the ſame time, throwing his eyes upon 
my work, he read the beginning with 
great attention; and ſeemed ſo well ſa- 
tisfied, that I was ſurprized at his com- 
mendations. Prepoſſeſſed ag I was 
© in thy ſavour,“ ſaid he, I confeſs 
thou haſt ſurpaſſed my expeQation;z 
thou writeſt not only with all the clear- 
* neſs and diſtinction that IL. deſired, 
but thy ſtyle is alſo ſpirited and eaſy; 
© thou juſtifeſt the choice I have 
* of thy pen, and confuleſt me for the 
© loſs ke predeceſſor.* He would 
not have confined my elogium to this, 
had he not been interrupted by the ar- 
rival of his nephew the Count de Le> 
mos, whom his excellency embraced ſe- 
veral times, and received in ſuch a man- 
gave me to underſtand that 
loved him witha tender affection. They 
ſhut themſelves up together, to talk. in 
ER of a family affair, which 1 
1ave occaſion to mention in the 
and with which the miniſter, at the lamg 
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time, ſeemed to be more engroſſed than 


with the buſineſs of the king. 

While they were engaged together, 
1 heard the clock ſtrike twelve; and as 
I knew that the fecretaries and clerks 
quitted their offices at that hour, to go 
and dine ſomewhere, I left my perform - 
ance, and went ont, not with a view of 
going to Monteſer's houſe, for he had 
oy paid my appointments, and I 
had taken my leave of him, but to the 
moſt famous ordinary at the court-end 
of the town: a common eating-houſe 
would not now ſerve my turn. Ne- 
member that thou now helongeſ to the king. 


Theſe words, which the'duke had pro- 
nounced, were ſeeds of ambition that. 


every inſtant ſprung up in my ſoul. 


! CH AP. III. 


He learns that his poſt is not altogether 
„ wnthout mortifications. His uncaſineſi at 
tis piece of news, which obliges ham to al- 


Was at great pains, when I entered, 


do let the landiord know that I was 


Tecretary to the prime-miniſter ; and, 
in that quality, I did not know what to 
order for my dinner: I was afraid of 
beſpeaking ſomething that might ſa- 
vour of parſimony, and therefore bade 
Him dreſs what he himſelf ſhould think 
oor: Accordingly, he regaled me 
in a ſumptuous manner, and 1 was 
ſerved with marks of reſpett which.gave 
'me ſtill more pleaſure than the good 
eheer. When the bill was brought, I 
threw a piſtole upon the table, leaving 
to the waiters one fourth of it at leaſt ; 
for fo much remained over and above 
he reckoning. After which I ſtrutted 
away with ſuch geſtures as ſhewed that 
F was mighty well pleaſed with my own 
-perſon. | 

About twenty yards from hence, 
there was a large houſe, in which nsble- 
men that were ſtrangers commonly 
lodged. Here I hired an apartment, 
conliſtin 
Fomely furniſtied, as if I already en- 
Joyed treo or three thouſand dncats a 
year; and even paid the firſt month per 
advance. Afterwards, returning to 
work, J ſpent the whole afternoon in 
continuing what I had begun in the 


Morning. There were two more ſe- 


eretaries in a cloſet next to mine; but 


they only tranſcribed what the duke 


gave them to copy. With theſe I con- 
acted an acquaintance that very even- 
ing, when we went out- together; and, 


in order to gain their friendſhip the 
1 


of five or fix rooms hand- 


2 


ſooner, carried them to my taverns 
where I ordered for ſupper the beſt 
diſhes in ſeaſon, with the moſt delicate 
wines. . | | 

We ſat down together, and began 
to converſe with more gaiety than wit; 
for ro do juſtice to my gueſts, I ſoon 
perceived that they did not owe to their 
genius the places which they poſſeſſed. 
They were connoiſſeurs, indeed, in the 
different kinds of hand-writing; but 
they had not the leaſt tincture of uni- 
verſity education. f 

To make amends for this, they un- 
derſtood their own little in ereſts to ad- 
miration; and were not fo much intoxi- 
cated with the honvuur of ſerving the 
prime- miniſter, but that they complain- 
ed of their ſituation. © We have,“ ſaid 
one of them, * already exerciſed our 
© employment five months at our own 
© expence, without touching one far- 
thing; and, which is worſe, our p- 
* pointments are not regulated, nor do 
* we know upon what footing we are.“ 
—* As for my part,“ ſaid the other, I 
would, with all my heart, put up wi 
* twenty ſtripes, inſtead of appoint- 
© ments, to be allowed the liberty of en- 
© gaging myſelf elſewhere; for I dare 
not retire of my own accord, nor de- 
mand my diſmiſſion, after the ſecrets 
© with which I have been intruſted ; 
«elſe I might chance to viſit the tower 
© of Segovia, or caſtle of Alicant.” | 

+ How do you make ſhift to live 
then?“ ſaid ] to them: © 1 ſuppoſe 
© you have ſortunes of your own.* They 
anſwered, they had very. little money ; 
but, luckily tor them, they lodged at 
the houſe of an honeſt widow, who gave 
them credit for their board, at the rate 
of one hundred piſtoles a year from 
each. All this diſcourſe, of which I 
did not loſe one word, diffipated in an 
inſtant the fumes of my pride: I con- 
cluded, that no more conſideration 
would he paid to me than to others; 
conſequently, I had no cauſe to be ſo 
much charmed with my poſt, which was 
not quite ſo ſubſtantial as I had imagin- 
ed; and that, in ſhort, I could not be 
too frugal of my purſe. Theſe reflec- 
tions cured me of my extravagance, 1 
began to repent of having invited my 
fellow- ſecretaries; wiſhed the repaſt at 
an end; and, when the bil was brought, 
diſputed with the landlord on every ar- 
ticle. 

My friends and I parted at midnight; 
becauſe I did not preſs them to ftay 
longer. They went home to their wi- 
dow, and I to my ſuperb apartment, 

I which 


* 


having hired, and which I firmly re- 


ſolved to leave at the month's end. It 
was to no purpoſe to me to lie down on. 


a good bed: anxiety baniſhed all 
repoſe; and I paſſed the night in con- 
triving means of being paid by his ma- 
jeſty for my work. I ſtuck, on this oc- 
caſion, to Monteſer's advice, and roſe 
with a reſolution of going to pay my 
reſpects to Don Rodrigo de Calde- 
rona. I was in a very proper diſpoſi- 
tion to appear before ſuch a proud man, 
becauſe I found I had occation for his 

rotection. 

I repaired then to the ſecretary, whoſe 
lodging communicated with that of the 


Duke of Lerma, and even equalled it | 


in magnificence: by the furniture, it 
would have been a difficult matter to 
diſtinguiſh the maſter from the man. I 
ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſdr of 
Don Valerio ; but, for all that, I waited 


in the anti-chamber upwards of an 


hour, Mr. New Secretary,” ſaid I to 
myſelf at this juncture, have a little 
« patience, if you pleaſe : I find you muſt 


« dance attendance-yourſelf, before you 


make other people do ſo.“ The 
chamber-door being opened at length, I 
entered, and advanced towards Don Ro- 
drigo, who, having juſt finiſhed a billet- 
doux to his charming Sirena, was put- 
ting it into Pedrillo's hands. I had 
never appeared before the Archbiſhop 
of Grenada, the Count Galiano, nor 
even the prime-miniſter, ſo reſpectfully 
as I preſented myſelf to the eyes of Sig- 
nior de Calderona; whom I ſaluted with 
a bo to the very ground, begging his 
protection in ſuch ſubmiſſive terms, 
that I cannot remember them without 
a bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
turned to my prejudice in the opinion 
of a real gentleman; but he was pleaſed 
with my groveling behaviour, and aſ- 
ſured me, obligingly enough, that he 
would let flip no gpportunity of doing 
me ſervice. | | 
1 thariked him with. 
tions of zeal for his favonrable ſenti- 
ments of me; and having vowed an 
eternal attachment to him, took my 
leave, for fear of incommoding hir 
and begged he would excufe me, if 1 
hid interrupted him in his important 


affairs. As foon'as 1 had atted this 


mean part, I went to my office, where 
I finiſhed the taſk whi 
poſed. 
come thither in the morning, was no 


16% pleaſed with the end than he had 
ben with che beginning of my werk, 


. 
% 


e. $1. | 


t demonſtra- 


him, 


n had been im- 
The duke. who did not fail to 


| 
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* "which 1 now was mad with myſelf for 
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and ſaid, * This is extremely well: write 
* as well as thon canſt this abridged 
© hiſtory in the regiſter of Catalonia; 
after which thou ſhalt take another 
information out of the port - folio, and 
© manage it in the ſame manner.“ I 
had a pretty long converſation with his 
excellency, and was charmed with his 
ſweetneſs and familiarity of behaviour. 
What a difference was there between 
him and Calderona! They were two 
figures ſtrongly contraſted. mY 
1 dined that day in an eating- houſe 
for a moderate ex pence; and reſolved 
to go thither incognito every evening, 
until I ſhould ſee the effect of my com- 
plaiſance and ſervility. I had money 


ſufficient to maintain me three months, 


during which I reſolved to work at a 
venture; purpoſing, as the ſhorteſt fol- 
lies are the leaſt prejudicial, to aban- 
don the court, and all it's tinſel, if I 
ſhould receive no ſalary before the ex- 
piration of that term. This, therefore, 
was my plan: 1 ſpared, nothing, du- 
ring two months, to pleafe Calderona ;. 
but he took ſo little notice of my en- 
deavours, that, deſpairing of ſucceſs, I 


changed my conduct towards him, and. 


„ cordi 


of his. hands, which 


exerted myſelf wholly in profiting 


thoſe moments of converſation nen I. 
had with the duke. 


Git Blas gains the favour of the Duke 
Lerma, who entruſts him with 2 
great importance: | © v; 34 


LTHOUGH his grace, to uſe the. 
expreſſion, only juſt appeared be-, 
fore me, and vaniſhed again, every day, 
T inſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo agree- 
able to his excellency, that he ſaid to 
me one afternoon, * Hark'e, Gil Blas; 
* I like thy diſpoſition and underftand- 
© ing, and have a regard for thee ac- 
ngly. Thou art a zealous faith- 
* ful young fellow, extremely intelligent 
and diſcreet; ſo that 1 don't think 1 
'« ſhall miſplace my confidence, if I be- 
« ſtow it upon thee.” I threw myſelf 
on my knees, when I heard theſe words; 
and, after having aq ent, kiſſed one 

e held out to raiſe 
me up, anſwered, ls it poſſible, then, 
that your excellency can: deign to, 
© honour me with ſuch extraordinary 


*(favour? What ſecret enemies will yqur 
'« goodnels raiſe up againſt me! But 


| 


there is only one m 
© dread, and that is 
Calderon... 


whoſe hatred 1 
on Rodrigo de 


Thou haſt nothing to apprecheita 
F f 4 to app _ 
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© from that quarter,” replied the duke. 
411 know Calderona; he has been at- 
* tached to me from his infancy ; and, 
J may venture to ſay, his ſentiments 
© are ſo conformable to mine, that he, 
careſſès thoſe whom I love, and hates 
© thoſe who diſoblige me: inſtead of 
* dreading his averſion, thou mayeſt, 
on the contrary, depend upon his 
© friendſhip.* By this, I could plainly 
perceive, that Signior Den Rodrigo was 
a cunning rogue, who had got poſ- 
ſeſſion of his excellency's ſoul ; and 
that I could not be too cautious with 
him. To begin,” added the duke, 
* with putting thee in poſſeſſion of my 
* confidence, I will diſcloſe to thee a 
* deſign which I have projected; for 
g it /is neceſſary that thou ſhouldſt be 
* informed of it, that thou mayeſt ac- 
© quit thyſelf the better of the com- 
© miſſions in which I intend to employ 
© thee. I have a long time beheld my 
© authority in general reſpected, my de- 
© cifions blin followed, and com- 
© miſlions, cinployments, overnments, 
© yice-royalties, and benefices, diſpoſed 
of according to my wiſh. I may be 
* ſaid to reign in Spain; and it is im- 
«© poſſible to puſh my fortune farther ; 
but I would ſecure it againſt the 
«ſtorms that begin to threaten me; and, 
© for that effect, want to have my ne- 
« phew, the Count de Lemos, for my 
« ſucceſſor in the miniſtry.” | 
Here the duke, obſerving that I was 
extremely ſurprized at what I heard, 
ſaid, * 1 fee your ſurprize, Santillane ; 
© you think it very ſtrange that I ſhould 
« prefer my nephew to my own ſon the 
« Duke d'Uzeda; but you muſt know 
© that this laſt has too narrow a genius. 
to fill my place: beſides, I am his 
© enemy ; he has found the ſecret of 
© being agreeable to the king, who 
© wants to make him his favourite; and 
this is what I cannot bear. The 
« favour of a ſovereign is like tlie poſ- 
© ſefſion of a woman whom we adore; 
© a piece of happineſs, of which we are 
« ſo jealous, that we cannot reſolve to 
© ſhare it with a rival, however con- 
* nected to us by the tics of blood and 
© friendſhip. _ | it 
I now diſcloſe to thee,” continued, 
his grace, the very bottom of my ſoul., 
«1 have already attempted to run the 
© Duke d'Uzeda with his majeſty ; and, 
as Icould not ſucceed, I have changed 
r my battery. I deſign that the Count 
© de Lemos ſhall infinuate himſelf into 
the good gtaces of the Prince of Spain. 


* he has an opportunity of talking -with- 
him every moment; and, beſides that 
* he does not want wit, I know a ſure 
* method for him to ſucceed in that 
* enterprize, By this ſtratagem, I will 
* oppole my nephew to my ſon, and 
breed a diviſion between the two cou- 
* fins, which will oblige-them both to 
* court my ſupport, the awe of which. 
© will keep them ſubmiſſive to my will. 
This,“ added he, © is my ſcheme; 
© and thy aſſiſtance will be very ſervice- 
* able to me; for I will always ſend thee - 
* to the Cqunt de Lemos, and thou ſhalt 
report from him whatever he ſhall- 
© have occaſion to impart.” 
After this confidence, which I re- 

arded as ready-money, I no longer 
telt any diſquiet. At length,“ ſaid I 
to myſelf, I am under the ſpout ; a 
* ſhower of gold will certainly rain 
* upon me; for it is impoſſible but that 
* the confident of a man, who, by way 
* of excellence, is called the great pillar 
© of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſhould be, 
in a very ſhort time, loaded with 
« wealth!* Full of ſuch agreeable hope, 
I ſaw with indifference my poor purſe 
giving up the ghoſt, | 


CHAP. V. 


Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, honour, 
and diftireſs. 


HE miniſter's affeftion for me was 
ſoon perceived; for he affected to 
give marks of it in publick, giving me 
the charge of his port-folio, which he 
nled to carry in àis own hand to coun- 
eil. This novelty, making people look 
upon me as a ſmall favourite, excited 
the envy of ſeveral perſons, and was the 
occaſion of my receiving a great deal of 
court holy-water. My two neighbours, 
the ſecretaries, were not the laſt in com- 
plimenting me upon my approaching 
greatneſs; and they invited me to ſup 
at their widow's, not ſo much in return 
for my treat, as with a view to engage 
me in their behalf for the future. 1 
was welcomed every Where; even the 
hayghty Don Rodrigo changed his be- 
haviour to me, and now called me no- 
thing but Signior de Santillane; though, 
before that, he only favoured me with 
you, always omitting, the term Signior. 
He loaded me with civilities, eſpecially 
when e thought our patron might ob- 
ſerve him: but I afſure you he had no 
fool to deal with; I anſwered all his 
kindneſs with equal politeneſs; and the 


© Being geatieman of his bed- chamber, | 


- — 
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© 4. 


more ſo, the more I hated him in my 


s i $ 


; 
| 


three times a day. 
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heart: an old courtier could not hav 


excelled me in this particular. | 
I likewiſe accompanied my lord duke 
to court, whither he commonly went 
In the morning, he 
entered his majeſty's bed-chamber as 
ſoon as he was' awake; and, kneelin 
by the bed - ſide, diſcourſed of thoſe 
things that were to be done in the day; 
having alſo dictated to his maſter what 
was to be ſaid; he retired ; and returned 
immediately after dinner, not to talk on 
ſtate affairs, but to converſe on enter- 
taining ſabjacts, and regale the ki 
with all the merry adventures whic 
happened in Madrid, and of which he 
was always very early informed. Laſt 
of all, he viſited him, for the third 
time, in the evening, when he gave 
ſuch an account as he thought proper 
of what he had done through the day, 
and in a careleſs manner aſked his ma- 
jeſty*s orders for to-morrow. While 
he was with the king, I remained in the 


_ anti-chamber, where I faw people of 


quality, devoted to the idol Favonr, 
court my converſation, and think them- 
ſelves happy if I entered into diſcourſe 
with them. How, after this, could I 
help thinking myſelf a man of conſe- 
quence} There are a great many at 
court who have the ſame opinion of 
themſelves, upon a much more ſlender 
toundation. 

One day, I had ſtill more food for my 
vanity : the King, to whom the duke 
had ſpoke very advantageonſly of my 
ſtyle, was very curious to ſee a ſpecimen 
of it. Upon which his excellency made 
me take up the Catalonian regiſter, and, 
carrying me into- the preſence, ordered 
me to read the firſt ſtory Which I had 
abridged. If I was at ſirſt diſturbed 
by the preſence' of the prince, I was 
ſoon compoſed by that of the miniſter ; 
and read my performance, which his 
majeſty heard with pleaſure, He ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction, and even recom- 
mended me to the miniſter's protection. 
This did not all diminiſh the pride of 
my heart; and the converſation which 
I 4 a few days after, with the Count 
de Lemos, quite filled my head with the 


ideas of ambition. I went to this noble- 


man from his uncle ; and, finding him 
at the prince's court, preſented to him 
a letter of credentials; in which the 
duke told him, that he might. open 
himſelf to me, as to one who was per- 
fectly well acquainted with their de- 
ſign, and choſen by him as their com- 
mon meſſenger. The count having 


read this billet, conducted me into a 
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| *enterprize ; upon my, ſoul, he 


p — —— 
room; and, having locked the .doory 
ſpoke in this manner: Since you en- 
© joy the confidence of the Duke of 
* Lerma, I don't doubt that you deferve 
* it, and I ought to make no difficult! 

in giving you mine alſo. Vou. — 
© know, then, that matters go on ſwim- 
* mingly. The Prince of A diſtin, 
* guiſhes me from all the noblemeu h 
© are, perſovally attached to. him, and 
ho ſtudy to pleaſe him. I had this 


morning a private converſation with 


him, in which he ſeemed. chagrined, at 
© ſeeing himſelf, through the king's 
© avarice, unable to follow the diclates 
* of his generous heart, or even 2 Ta 
* like a prince. On this occaſion, I di 
* not fail to lament his ſixgation z and, | 
* profiting by the opportunity, promiſed 
to bring a thouſand piſtoleso him at 
© his levee to-morrow, as an earneſt of 
greater ſums, which I have undertaken 
to furniſh him with in a very little 
© time. He was charmed with my pro- 
« miſe; and I am certain of captivating 
© his favour, if I keep my word. Go, 
and tell theſe circumſtances to my 
© uncle, and return in the evening to 
inform me of his ſentiments of the 
© matter,” | \ Ther thn 
I quitted the Count de Lemos imme 
diately, and went back to,the Duke © 
Lerma; who, on my report, ſent to 
Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, which, * 
he gave nfe to carry in the evening to 
the count, This I performed, ſaying. 
to myſelf, Obo! I now 1 plain bo 
* what the infallible method is which, 
© the miniſter takes to ſucceed, an, his, 
he is in 
* the right1 and, to all appeaxance, theſe; 
© prodigalities will not ruin his fortune: 
< F can eaſily gueſs from whole coffers. 
theſe piſloles are taken; but, after; 
«all, it is but reaſonable that the father, 
© ſhould maintain the ſon.' The Count 
de Lemos, when we parted, ſaid ſoftly, 
« Farewel, dear confident ! the Prince 
© of Spain is a little amorous ; qu, and 
CY aſt have a conference on that ſub. 
ject one of theſe days, I foreſee that 
« I ſhall have occaſion for your dexte- 
© rity very ſoon.” I came home muſin 
on theſe words, which were not at. a 
ambiguous, and, which filled me with 
joy. The devil!“ ſaid I; I am juſt 
on the eve of becoming Mercury to 
the heir of the kingdom.“ I did not 
examine into the goodneſs or badneſs 
of the office ; the gray of the gallant. 
laid my virtne 1 hat glory was 
it for me to be made miniſter of plea- 


- 


| ſure to a, great prince! © Spfitly, Mr. 
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© Gil Blas,“ ſome folks will ſay; * the 
7 buſineſs was only to make you deputy- 
« miniſter.” FT own it: but at bottom 
the honour of both theſe poſts is equal; 
the difference lies in the profits only. 
While I executed theſe noble com- 
miſſions, advancing every day farther 
and farther in the good graces, of the 
rime- minifter, with ſuch enchanting 
pes, how happy ſhould I have been, 
if ambition had fecured me from the 
cravings of hunger! More than two 
motiths had elapſed fince I had quitted 


my magnificent apartment, and hired a 


mall chamber very trugally furniſhed, 
Although this gave me ſome pain, yet, 
as cable out early in the morning, 
and did not go home to bed before 
night, I bore my fortune. patiently. 
The whole day I appeared upon wy 
theatre, that is, in the duke's houſe, 
and played' the part of a man of con- 
fequence 3 but, when I crept up into 
my garret, my importance vaniſhed, 
and nothing remained but poor Gil 
Blas without money, and, which is 
worſe, without any thing that could 
fetch it. Though I had not been too 
rovd to difcoyer my neceſſity to any 
y, I did not know one perſon that 
could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, whom 
T had neglected ſo much, ſince I turn- 
ed courtier, that I had not aſſurance 
enough to make application to his 
8 I had been obliged to ſell 
all my cloaths piece-meal, except thuſe 
for which 1 had abſolute wes? 4 I 
went no more to the eating- houſe, be- 


Cauſe I had not wherewith:l to pay my 


ordinary. How did I make ſhift then 
to ſubliſt ? Every morning, à little 
bread and wine was brought into our 
offices for. breakfaſt : this was all that 
the miniſter allowed; this was all that 
I eat through the day; and I generally 
went ſupp-rleſs to bed. 

Such was the ſituation of a man who 


' ſhone at court, and Who was more pro- 


pry an object of compaſſion than envy. 
verthelets, 1 could no longer ſuſtain 


* Eſcurial, a royal palace of the King of 


— — — 
the weight of mymiſery; and at length 
determined to diſcloſe it, with addreſs, 
to the Duke of Lerma, as ſoon as an 
opportunity ſhould offer. Happily for 
me, I found an occaſion at the Eſcurial,* 
whither the king and the prince re- 
paired, ſome days after I had come to 
this reſolution, 


CHAP. vi. 


The manner in which Gil Blas informs the 
Dude of Lerma of his neceſſity, and that 
miniſter's behaviour on the occafion. 


Wu the king was at the Eſcu- 
rial, he defrayed the expence of 
every body; ſo that there 1 did not 
feel where the ſhoe pinched: I ay in 
a wardrobe, uſt by the bed-chamber 
of the duke ; who one morning, ruing 
as uſual at break of day, made me take 
ſome papers and a (tandiſh, and follow 
him into the palace garden. We went 
and late down under a tuft of trees, 
where I put myſelf, by his order, in the. 
poſture of a man writing ou the crown 
of his hat; while he held in his hand 
a paper, which he pretended to read: 
ſo that, at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy 
in very ſerious affairs, though all the 
while we talked of nothing but trifles. 

For the ſpace of an hour, I had di- 
verted his excellency with all the fal- 
lies that my good humour could afford, 
when two magpies perching on the trees 
under which we ſat, began to chatter in 
ſuch, à noily manner, as attracted our 
attention, * Theſe birds,” ſaid the duke, 
© ſeem to ſculd one another: I ſhould 
© be very glad to know the cauſe of their 
© quarrel.'—+* My lord,“ ſaid I, your 
curioſity puts me in mind of an Iadian 
* fable, which I have read in Pilpay, er 
* ſome other author of that kind.“ The 
miniſter deſired to hear it, and I re- 
counted it in theſe words: | 

© Heretofore a good monarch reign- 
(ed in Perſia, whoſe. genius being not 
quite extenſive enough to govern his 
© Kingdom of himſelt, he leit that care 


Spain in New Caſtile, about twenty-two miles 


from Madrid, It was begun in 1557, by Philip II. ſon of the Emperor Charles V. aſter the 


victory which his army obtained over the French at St. Quintin, and finiſhed in. twenty-two 
years, at an-immenſe expence. It ſtands in a dry barren country, almoſt ſurrounded with moun- 
tains, but wants nothis.g to render 1t @ complete town, having fifteen thouſand windows, twenty- 
two courts, and ſeveutren cloytters or piazzas, beſides a church, college, monaſtery, dwelling- 
houſes, ſhops; artiticers, &e, It has forty chapels; the high altar in one of which, from the 
ground to the roof, conſiſts of the mot beautiful jaſper. This chapel is ſ#1d to have coſt upwards' 
of five millions. The pantheov, where the royal family of Spain are interred, is in the above- 


mentioned chzpel, and is a very curious . * * . it mw _ by — V. ne 
y pIV. Frum curial is au degant! 


on by Kings Philip II. and Iii. and comp! 
proſpee of Madrid: GETS cod 


© to his Grand Vifir: Atalmuc z-a man 
of ſuperior capacity, whe ſupported 
« the weight of that vaſt monarchy 
« without ſtoopiag, and maiatained it 
in profound peace. He'had even the 
art of making the royal authority loy - 
ed, as well as feared ; andthe ſubjects 
enjoyed an affectionate father in a 
« viſir who was faithful to his prince. 
« Aiglmuc had, among Ins ſecretaries, 
« a young Cachemiriaa called Zeangir, 
« whom he loved more than all rhe 
© others. He took pleaſure in his con- 
© ver{ationy carried him in his company 
to the chace, and even diſcloſed to him 
his moſt ſecret thoughts. One day, 
« while they hunted together in à wood, 
the viſir ſeeing two ravens croaking 
© on a tree, faid to his ſecretary, 1 
« with I knew what theſe birds are 
« talking of in their language.” Sig- 
© gior,”” anſwered the Cachemirian, 
« your wiſh may be accomphiſhed.“— 
« How can that be?” replied Atalmue. 
« A cabaliſtical derviſe,”” faid Zeangir, 
© taught me the language of birds. If 
« you pleaſe, I will liſten to theſe, and 
„ repeat to you verbatim every thing 
„% that I mall hear.” 

« The vizir conſented ; and the Ca- 
© chemirian approaching the ravens, 
© ſeemed to lend an attentive ear to 
their diſcourſe : after which, return- 
© ing to his maſter, Signior,“ ſaid he, 
« would you believe it? we are the ſub- 
« ject of their converſation.” —* Im- 
« poflible !'* cried the Perſian miniſter, 
« what can they ſay of us ?Y—* One of 


„them,“ replied the ſecretary, ſaid, | 


« Behold the Grand Vizir Atalmuc in 
6 _— that tutelary eagle, who covers 
« Perſia like a neſt with his wings, and 
„ jnceffantly watches for it's preſerva- 
« tion. 
&« ful toils, he hunts in this wood with 
4 his faithful Zeangir. How happy is 
« that ſecretary in ſerving” a maſter 
„ho has ſo much affection for him!“ 
* Softly t ſaid the other raven, ſoftly! 
« don't too much extol the happineſs of 
« that Cachemirian: Atalmuc, it is 
«true, converſes familiarly with him, 
% honours him with his confidence, and, 
« 1 don't doubt, intends to give him/ a 
« conſiderable poſt : but, before that 
% happens, Zeangir will die of hunger. 
„That poor devil lodges in à ſmall 
% paltry room, where he is in want of 
« the common neceſſaries of life. Ina 
«© word; he lives in a miſerable manner, 
© though nobody at court perceives it. 
The grand viſir never thinks of en- 
% ꝗquiring into his circumſtances; but, 
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As a relaxation from his pain- 


229 
© content with entertaining - favourable 
« ſentiments in his behalf, leaves him, 
„ in the mean time, a prey to pot 
r E Nee 
Here 1 left off ſpeaking, in order to 
obſerve the duke; who aſked with 4 
mile, what impreſſion the pores 
made on the mind of Atalmue, and ff 
the graiid viſir was not offended at the 
——— of his ſecretary. No, my 
© lord,” ſaic I, in great confuſion at his 
queſtion ; „the fable ſays, that, on the 
© contrary, he loaded him with tavours.“ 
— That was lucky,“ rephed the duke; 
with a ſerious air; ſome miniſters 
* would not like to be ſo ſehooled. 
« But,” added he, breaking off the diſ- 
courſe; and geiting up, I beheve the 
© king will ſoon be awake, and my duty 
© obliges me to be near him, Su ſay- 
ing, he walked haſtily tuwards the pa- 
luce, without: ſpeaking another word; 
and very ill aled, as 1 imagined, 
with the Indian fable. | * 
I foligwed him to the very door of 
| his m4jeſty's bed-chamber; after which; 
1 went and put the papers into the place 
from whence I had taken them, and 
then entered the clofec where our two 
copying ſecretaries. were at work pg for 
they were alfo along with the court. 
What is the matter with you, Sig- 
; *nior de Suntillane ?* ſaid they, when 
they ſaw me; * you ſeem very much 
© difturbe4!} Has any difagreeable' ac- 
©cident happened rv you!“ * 


ſucceſs of my apologne to conceal my 
ief : ] recoun'ed to them what I had 
aid to the duke; and they expreſſed 
their ſympathy in the ſharp affliction 
with which' 1 was ſezed. Lou have 
a e reaſon 10 be grieved,“ ſaid one 
of them; „I wiſh yon may be better 
treated than the ſecretary of Cardi- 
© nal Spinola; who, tired with having 
received nothing duting fifteen months, ' 
© in which he was employed by his emi- 
*.nence. took the liberty, one day, ob 
* repreſenting his necefliry, and craving 
« ſome money for his ſubſiſtence. © 


Ir 
« is but juſt,” ſaid the miniſter, '** that 
„% you ſhould be paid. Here,” added 
he, giving him an order for a thouſand' 
* ducats; '** go and receive that ſam; 
„ from the royal treaſury ; but re- 
„% member, at the ſame time, that 1 


4 have no farther occafron for 
„ ſervice.” The ſecretary would 


— 


conſoled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had 
* he touched his thoufand' ducats, and 
been allowed to ſeek for buſineſs elſe- 


out of 
© the 


© where; but, juſt as he went 


| was 100 much aff<cted with the bas She 
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the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted 
* by an alguazil, and conducted to the 
© tower of Segovia, where he has been 
«* prifoner a Jong time.“ 
Tais touch of Inftory redoubled my 
fear; I Lelieved myſeif undone; and, 
| becoming inconſolable, began to re- 
proach my own impatience, as if ! had 
not ſuffered enough. Alas!” ſaid 1, 
© why did 1 riſque that unlucky fable 
„Which has diſpleaſed the miniſter ? 
perhaps he was juſt on the point of ex- 
© xricating:me out of, my miſerable ſitua- 
tion; nav, perhaps 1 was on the eve 
of making one of thoſe ſudden for- 
tunes which aſtoniſh mankind. 'What 
« riches ! what honours have 4 loſt by 
my folly! Fought to have conſidered 
© that great men don't chuſe to be anti- 
. *-cipated, but deſire that the leaſt grati- 
* fications they are obliged to give 
© ſhould be received as their oon free 
grace and favour. It would have been 
better for me to continue my flender 
© regimen; without complaining to the 
duke, and even to let myſelf die of 
hunger, by which means the biame 
* would have laid on his ſide. | 
If 1 had even preſerved ſome ſparks 
of hopes, my maſter, whom I ſaw in the 
afternoon, would have baniſhed. them 
entirely ; he was very ſerious with me, 
contrary to cuſtom, and ſcarce ſpoke at 
all ; a circumlance that threw me into: 
mortal diſquiet for the reſt of the day: 
neither did 1 paſs the night in more 
wanquiltlty ; my forcow for ſecing all 
my agreeable jllutions vaniſh, and the 
dread of increaling the number of itate- 
priſoners, made we greau and lament 
my condition till morning. 
The next day was the criſis of my 
faie, Ilie duke ordered me tu be called 
ia the morning, aud lentered his cham- 


ber, trembling like a criminal whois go- 


ing to receive ſentence. © Santillane,” 
faid he, ſbewing 4 paper Whici he held 
in his hand, take this order.“ I quaked 
at the word order, ſaying to myſelt, 
* O'Reaven! behold Cardinal Spinola! 


the carriage is ready for Segovia!“ 


The terror, wich ſeizedeme was ſuch, 


that; 1 interrupted the miniſter, and: 


imowing mylelf at his feet, My lord.“ 
ſaid 1, all in tears, I moſt humbly beg 
e that your.excellency; will pardon my 
« preſumption : it was neceſſity alone 
© that compelled me to diſcloſe my ſitu- 
© ation * | 


The duke, whocould not help laugh- 


at my diſorder, anſwered, * Be com- 


ng my 9 | 
« forted, Gil Blas, and liſten to what 1 


am going tu ſay: although the diſcover- 


th. 


— 


— 


| 


of perpetual impriſonment 


| 


ing thy neceſſities: was a reproach to 
© me fur not having prevented them, I 
am not at all diſobliged, my friend; 
*1 am. rather angry with myſelf for 
having omitted (o aſk how thou liveſt. 
* But, to begin with making amends for 
this inattention, I give thee this order 
for hftcen hundred ducats, which wilt 
be paid, upon fight, out of the royal 
* treaſury,” This is not all: I promiſe 
* thee the ſame ſum annually ; and be- 
* ſides, when peòple of wealth and gene- 
roſity ſolicit thy intereſt, 1 do not for- 
bid thee to ſpeak in their behalf.“ 

In the extaſy occalioned by theſe 
words, J kiſſed the feet of the miniſter, 
who having commanded me to riſe; con- 
tinued to diſcourſe with me ina familiar 
manner. .I attempted to recal my 
good-hnmour, but I could not make 
ſuch a ſudden traniition from grief to 
joy. þ was as much confounded as a 
wietch who is informed of his pardon, 


in the very minute when he expected 


his execution. My maſter aſcribed all 
this agitation 40 the fear of having in- 
curred his diſpleaſure, though the dread 
no leſs 
a ſhare in my diſcompoſure. He con- 
tetſed, that he had affected coolneſs to- 
wards me, to ſee whether or not I ſhould 
be afflicted at the change; that from this' 
he was convinced of my ſincere attach - 
ment to his perſon, for which he loved 
me the more. 


HAF. VII. 


The good wſe to which he put his fifteen hun- 
ared ducats; the firſt affair in which he 
' entermeddled, and the profit from thence 


accruiag. | 


H E. king, as if he had intended 

to graiity my impatience, return; 
ed the very next day to Madrid; upon 
which 1 flew inſtautly to tlie royal trea- 
ſury, where I immediately touched the 
ſum contained in my order. I now hſ- 
tencd to nothing: but my vanity and 


ambition: I abandoned my . miſerable 


room to thoſe fecretaries who are ſtilt 
ignorant of the language of birds, and 
once more hired my tine apartment, 
which was luckily untenanted. I fent 
for a famous taylor, who worked for al- 
moſt all the beaux; he took my mea- 
ſure, and carried me to a ſhop where he 
took viifve.ells of cloth, which, he ſaid; 
was barely ſutficient to make a ſuit for 
me. Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh 
toſte] juſt Heaven! but let us ſpare our 
cenſure ; taylors of reputation always 
uſe more than others, I hen hang t 

ome 


ſome linen, Which I wanted very much, 
ſk 23 _ beaver m_ with 

nt d This bein ne, I 
22 not look wel for me 
to be without a lacquey, and defred 
Vincent Forero, my landlord, to accom- 
modate me with one of his own recom- 
mendation. Moſt of the ſtrangers who 
lodged with him uſed, on their arrival 
at Madrid, to take Spaniſh valets into 
their ſervice, by which means his houſe 
was the rendezvous of all the lacqueys 
out of place. The firſt that preſented 
himſelt was a young fellow of ſuch a 
ſoft, devout appearance, that I would 
| have nothing to do with him: he look- 
ed too much like Ambroſe de Lamela. 
I don't want, ſaid I to Forero, a va- 
et of ſuch a religious deportment ; I 
© have been already bit by ſuch another.” 
Scarce had 1 diſmiſſed this lacquey, 
when another came in of a very ſpright- 
ly appearance, as impudent as a court 

age, with ſomething rogniſh in his 
ooks. Pleaſed with his outſide, I put 
ſome queſtions to him, which he anſwer- 
ed with ſpirit. I obſerved that he was 
of an intriguing diſpoſition, and look- 
ing upon him as a ſubje& pat for my 
purpoſe; engaged him immediately. 1 

ad no cauſe to repent of my choice; 
nay, 1 perceived, in a very little time, 
that I had made an admirable acquiſi- 
tion. As the duke had permitted me 
to ſpeak to him in fayour of people 
whom 1 wanted to ſerve, (and I was re- 
ſolved not to neglect this permiſſion) 1 
had occaſion for a jackall to diſcover 
the game; that is, an induſtrious plea- 
fant fellow, proper to find out and al- 
lure thoſe who had favours to aſk of the 
prime-miniſter. This office was quite 
the maſter-piece of Scipio, (ſuch was my 
lacquey's name) who had been in the ſer- 
vice of Donna Anna de Guevera, nurſe 
to the Prince of Spain, where he had 
exerciſed that talent to ſome purpoſe. 

' As ſoon as he underſtood 'my credit, 
and that I ſhould be glad to uſe it to the 
beſt advantage, he went to work, and 
that very day ſaid to me, Signior, 1 
* have made a pretty good diſcovery; a 
* young gentleman of Grenada, cailed 
© Don r de Rada, is come to Ma- 
© drid on an affair of honour, which 
* obliges him to ſolicit the Duke of 
© Lerma's protection, and he is willing 
to pay well for the favour he ſhall ob- 
* tain; L have already (| with him, 
© and'found him deſirous of applying to 
Don Rodrigo de. Calderona, whoſe 

be had heard greatly extolled ; 


*— 


— 


2 


* 
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© afſaring him that Calderona ſells his 
good offces at an extravagant rate; 
© whereas you content yourſelf with a” 
moderate gratification for yours, and 
that you would employ them gratis, 
© were yon in a ſituation that permitted” 
you to follow your generous and dif.* 
intereſted inclination ; inſhort, Tſpoke 
© to him in ſuch a manner, as that you 
will ſee the gentleman at your levee 
© to-morrow morning.'—* How !* ſaid 
I, Mr. Scipio, you have already done 
© a great deal of work. I perceive that 
© you are no novice in matters of in- 
* trigue; and am ſurprized that you 
© have not made your fortune.“ That 
© ought not to ſurprize you,” he replied; ' 
©] love to make money circulate, and 
© never hoard up what I get.“ 

Don Roger de Rada actually came to 
my lodgings, and I received him with 
politeneſs mixed with pride. Signior ' 
« Cavalier,” ſaid I, * before I engage to 
* ſerve you, I muſt know the affair of 
© honour that brings you to court; for 
© it may be of ſuch a nature, that I dare 
not ſpeak to the prime-miniſterin your” 
behalf; make, therefore, if you pleaſe, 
© a faithful report of it, and be aſſured 
that I will enter warmly into your in- 
* tereſts, provided a- man of honour” 
* may eſpouſe them.'—* With all my 
© heart,” replied the young Grenadine; 
«I will ſincerely : recount my ſtory.“ 
* the ſame time he related it as fol- 
ows. 1 


CHAP. viii. 
Ne hiſtory of Don Roger de Rada. 


6 ON Anaſtaſo de Rada, a Gre-' 
nadine gentleman, lived hap- 
6 pily in the town of Aatequera, witch 
Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, to- 
* gether with unblemiſhed virtue, poſ- 
ſeſſed a gentle diſpoſition and a great 
\* ſhare of beauty. If ſhe had a tender 
* affeftion for her huſband, he was alſo 
diſtractedly fond of her, and being na- 
F turally addicted to jealouſy, ' (though 
* he had not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect 
© her fidelity) was not without diſquiet. 
* He was afraid that ſome ſecret enemy 
of his repoſe made attempts upon his 
* honour; he diſtruſted all his friends, 
except Don Huberto de Hordales, - 
ho had free acceſs to his houſe, in 
© quality of Eſtephania's couſin, and 
* who, indeed, was the only man he 
0 3 to have ſuſpected. Kt 
« 


—— 


n Huberto actually fell in love 
© with his kinſwoman, and had pre- 


4 
6 but 7 have changed his intention, by | 
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« ſumption enough to declare 
3 
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© Gon, without regard to ties of blood, 
or the particular friendſhip fubtiſting 

between him and Anaſtaſio. The lady 
being a woman of diſcretion, inſtead 


* of making a diſcovery which might 


have been attended with melancholy 
* confequences, reprimanded her rela- 
«© tion with gentlenels, repreſented how 
much he was to blame, in attempting 
to ſeduce her, and diſhonour her hul- 
band; and told him very {riouſly, that 
«he muſt not flatter himſelf with the 
hope of ſucceſo. | | 

6 This moderation ſerved only to in- 

flame the cavalier the more ; and ima- 
« gining that he mult puſh things to 
« extremity with a woman of her cha- 
* rater, he began to behave very difre- 
di ſpectfully to her, and one day had the 
* audacity to preſs her to ſatisfy his de- 
« fire. She repulſed him with an air of 
© ſeverity, and threatened to make Don 
e Anaſtalio puniſh his, raſhneſs. The 
© gallant, terrified at this menace, = 
mii led to ſpeak no more of his pa ion; 
and, on the faith of that promiſe, Eſte- 
. phania pardoned what was paſt. 

Don Huberto, who was naturally a 
© very wicked man, could not behold his 
© love ſo ill repaid, without conceiving 
© a baſe deſire of being revenged. He 
knew the jealous temper of Anaſtaſio 
© to be ſuſceptible of any impreſſion 
«which he had a mind to give: and he 
* needed no more than this intelligence 
* to form the blackeſt deſign that ever 
« entered into the heart of a villain. 
One evening, „ hite he and this weak 
* huſband were talking together by them- 
« ſelves, he ſaid to him, with a melan- 
„holy air, My dear friend, 1 can no 
„ longer live without revealing to you a 
ic ſecret, which I would have kept for 
« ever from your knowledge, were not' 
«yo 1r honour dearer to you than your 
4 repoſe 4 but your delicacy and mine 
jn point of injuries permits me not to 
„ gonceal what paſſes at your houſe ;' 
„ prepare to hear a piece of news, 
« which-will give you as much ſorrow 
as ſurprize ; for I muſt, touch you in 
;.<4;the tendereft part.“. 1 
under ſtand you,” ſaid Don Anaſ- 
6.taſio,, already di ſcumpoſed; © your” 
* couſin is untaithful.“ “ 1 no longer 
„„ gwn-her for my coulin,” replied Hor- 
+ dales, with an air of indignation: „1 
e ;engunce her; for ſhe is unworthy of 
4 ſuch a huſband. “ It is too nuch 
4 to make me languith in this manner,“ 
„ cried Don Avaſtaſio : „ ſpeak : what 
« has iEſtephania done?“ —““ She has? 
«betrayed you, anſwered Huberio: 
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you have a rival, whom ſhe.entertains 
« in private; but I know not his name: 
{© for the adulterer, by the favour of @ 
% dark night, concealed his perſon from 
„ thoſe obſerved his retreat. All 
„1 know is, that you are deceived ; 


«© that I am certain of. The concern 


© which I ought to have in this affair 


„ but too well verifies my report. Since 


I declare myſelt againſt Eſtephania, I 
*« muſt be well convinced ot her infi- 
« delity. - 

lt is in vain,” added he, obſervi 
that his diſcourſe had the defired 
* fect, © it is in vain for me to tell you 
more. I perceive that you don't de- 
e ſerve the ingratitude with which your 
love is repaid; and that you meditate 
«« juſt vengeance on the guilty. I will 
not oppoſe your deſign. Never exa- 
mine who che victim is that you intend 
to ſtrike; but ſhew to the whole city, 
that there is nothing which you cannot 
e ſacrifice to your honour.” - 

© The traitor thus animated a too 
© credulons huſband againſt an inno- . 
cent wife, and painted, in ſuch tively 
colours, the infamy with which he 
© would be covered, if he ſhonld leave 
the injury unpuniſhed, that he grew 
* mad with revenge. Don Anaſtaſio, 
having loſt his judgment, ſeemed actu- 
© ated by the furies, and went home with 
© @ refolution to ſtab his unhappy wife, 
* who was juſt going to bed when he 
came in. He conſtrained himfelf at 
* firſt, and waited until the ſervants. 
© were withdrawn; then, unreſtricted 
* bythe fear of Heaven's wrath, by the 
* diſhonour he was going to reflect upon 
© his family, and even by the natural 
* pitywhich he ought to have felt for an 
* infant which his wife had already car- 
© ried fix months in her -womb, he ap- 
proached the victim. ſayings in a furi- 
© ous tone, „ Thou muſt die, wretch! 
© thou haſt but a moment to live, and 
te thatmy generoſity allowsthee,to fpend 
„in a prayer to Heaven, to pardon the 
„ outrage. thou haſt committed againſt 
«© me; for I'would not have thee loſe - 
te thy ſoul, asthou haſt loſtthy honour.” 
So ſaying, he unſheathed his poniard. 
* His action and diſcouxſe terriſied Eſte. 
phania, who falling at his, feet, and 
cla ping her hands, ſaid to him, · in the 
£ utmuſt aſtoniſhmeut, What is the 
{© matter, Signior! What cauſe of diſ- 
content hate I bern ſo unhappy as to 
** give you? why ſhouid you take 
© the life of your ſpouſe ? If you ſu \ 
{her of infidelity, zadeed-you are miſ- 
80 taken!“ „ . , 7+S ; 
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4 
«« ſured of 
1 formed me are credible 


replied; 1 am dut too well aſ- 
your talſhood: thoſe who in- 
ſons. Don 
% Huberto—"" Ah, Signior!” ſaid 
* ſhe, interrupting him with precipits - 
© tion, you have reaſon to diſtruſt Don 
4 Huberto.' He islefs your friend than 
« yoa imagine; if he has ſaid any thing 
to the prejudice of my virtue, do not 
4 believe him.” - Peace, infamous 
% woman“ anſwered Don Anaſtaſio; 
y endeavouring to prejudice me a. 
« gainſt Hordules, you juſtify, inſtesd 
« of diſſipating, my ſuſpicions. ' You 
* ndeavour to render that relation ſuſ- 
% pected, becauſe he is informed of 
« your miſconduct: you want to java- 
« hdate his teſtimony; but that ertifice 
1 is in vain, and redoubles my N | 
„ punithing' your guilt,” My dear 
4 — reſumed the innocent Eſte- 
* phania, weeping bitterly, ''** diſtruſt 
* your own' bling rage: if you follow 
„it's emotions, you will commit an 
*« action which it will not be in your 
„ power to atone, when once you are 
„convinced of your injuſtice. In the 
% name of God, quiet your tranſports !' 
« at leaſt, give yourſelf time to clear 
% up your ſuſpicions, and do juſtice to 
„% wife, who has no crime to reproach 
© herſelf wih.“ e 

Any other than Anaſtaſio would 
i have — moved with theſe words, 
and ſtill more with the affliction of 
© her who pronounced them; but he, 
© cruel man ! far from being melted at 
© her difireſs, once more bade the lady 
* recommend herſelf quickly to God, 
and even lifted up his arm to ftrike. 
„% Hold, barbarian !“ cried ſhe, “ if thy 
love for me is entirely extingniſhed ; 


* 


* . * 


- 


i 


* if the marks of tenderneſs, which 1 


have laviſhed upon thee, are effaced 
« from thy remembrance; if my tears 
cannot divert thee from thy execrable 
« deſign ; at leaft, have ſome regard to 
« thy own blood. Arm not thy Frantick 
hand againſt an innocent who has not 
* yet ſeen the light: thou canſt not 
de it's executioner without offending 
« Heaven and earth. As for my part, 
« 1 forgive thee my death; but be aſ- 
®% ſured, the blood of the babe will cry 
* — 22 upon ſuch a Horrible 
Ho ſoever determined Don Ana- 
* ſtaſio was to pa Neyo ro what 
p 4 75 


Neo, no l- the jealous huſband haſti- | © had been afraid that his emotion would 
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© betray his reſentment, he haſtened tp. 
© take advantage of the hs that 2 
6 meg — w nord 2 phy ed his 
« poniard into the right fide of his wife, 
— — his houſe immediately, a 
ed from Antequera. . 
© Meanwhite, the unfortunate lady. 
« was fo ſtunned with the blow which. 
©the had received, that ſhe lay ſome 
minutes on the floor, without any ſigus 
of life; afterwards, recovering .. 
© fpirits, the uttered ſuch plaints and la- 
*-mentations as brought an old maid- 
© ſervant into the rooin. As ſoon as 
this good woman ſaw her miſtreſs in 
*{uch a piteous condition, ſhe awaked 
© the reſt of the domeſticks, and even 
* the neighbours, with her cries. The 
* chamber was ſoon filled with people; 
« ſurgeons were called; they exanyned 
the wound, and had good hopes of. 
her recovery. They were. not miſ- 
taken in their conjeRares ; for,,in a 
little time, they cured Eſtephania, who. 
was happily delivered, three months, 
after this cruel adventure, of a ſony, 
c (Signior Gil Blas) whom you now 
© fee, I am the fruit of that melan- 
«* choly pregnane xp,... 
Although ſcandal feldom ſpares, a 
« woman's virtue, it reſpected that of 
my mother; and this bloody ſcene, was. 
looked upon in town as the groundleſs. 
$ tranſport of a jealous huſband,” N 
father, it is true, was known to be a 
violent man, very apt to take um 
without cauſe. Hordales concluded, 
that his kinſwoman ſuſpected him of 
© having diſturbed the mind of Don 
« Anaſtaſto with falfe ſtories ; and fatis-. 
« fied with being, at leaſt, half revenged, 
« left off viſning her. Not to tire jou, 
« Sir, I will not enlarge upon the par- 
« ticulars of my education ; but only ob- 
« ſerve, that my mother's 1 Care 
« was to have me taught to fence; and 
I. accordingly learned that exerciſe, 
©a long time, in the moſt celebrated 
« {chools of Grenada and Seville. She 
6 waited, with impatience, until I was 
old enough to meaſure my fword with 
« that of Don Huberto, before the in- 
«© formed me of the cauſe ſhe had to 
« complain of him: then, I being in m 
« eighteenth year, ſhe imp- rted to m 
«© the whole ſtory ; not without ſheddin 
© tears in abundance, and appearing af- 
© fetted with the moſt violent ſorrow. 
What impreſſion muſt a mother, in 


1 
| c 


| 


hawia he could not 
* help being moved by theſe dreadfa) 
ry __ wich her laft words preſented 
* to his thought. Wherefore, as if he 
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that condition, make on a fon, who 

© neither wanted courage nor ſeoument i 

1 went inſtantly and challenged Hors 
G dales 
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« dales to. a private place, where, after 
a pretty obe combat, I run him 
"through the body in three places, and 
left him breathleſs on the = 

Don Huberto, finding himſelf mor- 
"fally wounded, fixed his laſt looks up- 
on me, and ſaid, he received the death 
I had given him as a juſt puniſhment 
for the crime he had committed againſt 
„the honour, of my mother. He con- 
feſſed, that he had reſolved upon her 
« deſtruction, , to be revenged of her 
* ſcorn ; and expired, alking pardon of 
Heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eſtephania, 
and me. 1 did not think. proper to 
return, in order to inform my mother 
© of what had happened ; 1 leſt that to 
Fame; and paſſing the mountains, re- 
«paired to Malaga here I. embarked 
with the captain, of a privateer, jult 
ready to ſail on a cruize,,,, He thought. 
did not look like one who, wanted 
courage, and gladly conſented. that 1 
« ThbulT join his volunteers. 
We ſoon found an opportunity of, 
. ourſelves. Near the ifland 
«of Albolfran e, we met. a corſair of 
««Mellfla, on her return, to the coaſt. 
„of Akriéa, with a Spaniſh ſhip richly 
laden, which ſhe had taken off Cartha- 
1 gega t. We vigorouſly attacked the 
African, and made ourſelves maſters 
„of Both ſhips, in which we found four- 
«ſcore Chriſtians, whom they were car- 
ry ing as flaves to Barbary. Then, tak- 
ing advantage of a favourable wind 
that ſprung up for the coaſt of Gre- 
© nada, we arrived, in a little time, at 
© Punta de Helena. 

While we aſked the ſlaves, whom 
We had delivered, the places of their 
© nativity, 1 put that queſtion to a man 
„of good mien, who ſeemed to be about 
«fifty years of age. He anſwered, with 
a ſigh, hat he was from Antequera.“ 
J felt a ſtrong emotion at his reply, 
* without Knowing wheretore ; and he 
« perceiving it, was remarkably dil- 
* turbed in his turn, * 1am,” ſaid I, 
«your townfman : may I aſk rhe name 
of your family?“ —“ Alas!“ he re- 
* plied,' «© you renew my grief, by de- 
«© firing me to gratify your curiolity., 
% Eighteen years ago I quitted Ante- 
* quera, where I cannot be remember- 
«ed without horror: you yourſelf may, 
ce perhaps, have heard of me -but too 


« often: my name is Don Anaſtaſio de 


—.Üd b EE nn 
© Rada,” - Juſt Heaven,“ cxied 1, 
„ can I believe my ſenſes ? . {What is 
* this Don Anaſtaſio, my ow father, 
«© whom I ſee |''—* What is that you 
„ fay, young man!“ - cried. .he, in his- 
* turn, looking at me with ſurprize; 


is it poſſible that you are the unhap - 


* py infant which was in it's mother's 
*« womb. when, I ſacrifiged her to my 
„ fury?” - Yes, my father, ſaid 1; 
* am he whom the virtuous Eſtepha- 
na brought into the world, three 
„months after that fatal nigbt on 
©* which you left her welteriog in her 
« blood.” 510M: 


4 


Don Anaſtaſio, before 1: had- finiſh - 


* ed /thete words, fell upon my neck, 


*claſped me in his arms, and for a 


„hole quarter of an hour we did no- 


thing butemingle our ſighs and tears. 
© After liaving yielded 16 thoſe tender 
© emotions that ſuch a meeting could 
not ſail to raiſe, my father lifted. up- 
© his eyes, and thanked! Heaven for 
having preſerved the life of üepha- 
* nia. But a moment after, as it he had 


© been e giving thanks unſcaſon- 


© ably, he aſked in what manner the in- 


* nocence of his wife had been proved 


© Signior,” ſaid I, “ nobody, but you 
« ever doubted it; her conduct was 


« always irzeproachable, I will diſabuſe 


« you: you muſt know that, you; was* 
« impoſed upon by Don Huberto#? I 
© then recounted the whole of that re- 
© lation's perfidy, the. vengeance: Ithadt 
© taken, and the con feilion he made at 


his death. My father was not ſo much 


pleaſed with the recovery ot his free- 
dom, as with the news 1 told. In the 
* exceſs of his joy he began to embrace 
* me, again with tendergeſs and tran- 
* ſport ; and could not help expreſſing 
his ſatisfaction with regard to my con- 
duct. “Come, my ſon,“ ſaid he, “let 


aus haſten to Autequera. I burn with 
impatience to throw myſelf at the feet 


of a wife whom, I have ſo unworthily 
treated. Since you have made me 
* acquainted with my own injuſtice, my 


„ heart is torn. with remorſe !?. 


* I was too eager to bring together 
© perſons who, were, ſo dear to me, to 
* retard, the happy moment: I quitted 
© the privateer; and, wiih my ſhare of 
* the prize we had taken, bought, two 
* mules at Adra, my father being un- 
willing to expoſe himſelf again to the 


is a litele eity in the fame part of Barbary. 


_ _ coaſt of che Mediterrauean Sea, 


* Albouran, a ſmall iſland in the Meditertanean, on the coaſt of the kingdom of pes. Mellila 


1 + Carthagena, or New Carthage, an ancient city in the kingdom of Murcia, ſituated. oa the 
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« dangers of the ſea. He had Neifure | 
enough on the road to relate his ad- 
« ventures, which I heard with as greedy 
attention as that which the Prince of 
Ithaca paid to thoſe of the king his fa- 
ther. Ia ſhort, after having travelled 
« ſeveral days, we gained the foot of 'a 
mountain, in the - neighbourhood of 
« Antequera, where we halted ; and, re- 
« ſolving to go home privately, did not 
d < enter the town till midnight. 
I leave you-to gueſs the ſurprize of 
my mother at the return of a huſband 
« whom ſhe thought for ever loſt: and 
the miraculous manner (if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion) in which he 
© was reſtored, became another cauſe for 
her aſtoniſhment. He afked pardon 
© for his barbarity, with ſuch genuine 
marks of repentance, that ſhe could 
not help being affected with them; 
and, inſtead of regarding him as an 
« afſaſlin, looked upon him as a' man 
„hom Heaven had ſubjected: to her 
will; fo ſacred is the name of huſband 
* to a virtuous woman | | 
Eſtephania had been ſo anxious on 
* my account, ihat ſhe-was overjoyed at 
my return. But her pleaſure was not 
without allay : the ſiſter of Hordales 
© had begun a criminal proceſs againſt 
«the murderer of her brother, and 
« cauſed me to be ſearched tor every 
© where in ſuch a manner, that my mo- 
© ther, knowing how inſecure I was at 
© home, ſuffered reat uneaſineſs, which 
« obliged me to ſet out that very night 
© for court; where I come, Signior, to 
ſolicit my pardon, which I hope to ob- 
© tain, ſince you deſign to ſpeak to the 
« prime-miniſter in my behalf, and to 
© {ſupport me with your whole credit.” 
Ihe valiant ſon of Don Anaſtatio here 
finiſhed his narration 5 upon which I 
ſaid to him, with an air of importance: 
Enough, Signior Don Roger; the by 
© ſeems pardonable : 1 undertake t 
communicate your affair to his exeel-. 
© lency, and I will venture to-promiſe 
© you his protection.“ The Grenadine, 
upon this aſſurance, launched out into 
a world of thanks, which would have 
entered at one ear and gone our at the 
other, had he not aſſured me, that what 
ever ſervice 1 ſhould do him, would be 
cloſe followed by his acknowledgment. 
As ſoon as he touched on that ſtring, 1 
put myſelf in motion, and that very day 
recounted his ſtory to the duke; who, 
having permitted me to introduce the 


cavalier, faid to him, Don Roger, I | 


am informed of the affair that brought 
you to court: Santillane has told me 


eον⁹ n eircumſtance; make yourſelf 
* 


LAS OF SANTTLLANE. 
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"eaſy; yon have done nothing that f 
not excuſeable; and it is particularly 
to thoſe — cy who revenge their 
injured honbur that his majeſty loves 
to ſhew favour: For the ſake ot form, 
you muſt . to priſon; but be 'aſ- 
 * ſured you ſhall not continue iq it Jong: 
© Your friend Santillane will take care 
* of the reſt,” and ſoon procufe your 
* enlargement.” : Is 
Don Roger made a profound bow to 
the miniſter, on 'whoſe word he ſurren- 
| dered himſelf; His pardon, by my care, 
| was expedited in a very little time; for, 
in leſs than ten days, I ſent this new 
| Telemachns home to his Ulylſes and 
Penelope; whereas, had he been with. 
ont a protector, he would not, perhaps, 
have — quit for a whole year's im- 
priſonment. I torched no more than, 
an hundred piſtoles for my good offices; 
' ſo that it was not a great catch. But I 
was not yet a Calderona, to deſpiſe 
ſmall matters. . os. 


CHAP. ix 
Gil Blas finds means to make a conſiderable 


' fortune in @ ſhort ume, and gites humſelf 
great airs ac:ordingly. 


b Wy affair quickened my appetite ; 
and ten piſtoles which 1 gave to 
Scipio, for his right of brokerage, en- 
couraged him to go upon the ſcent a- 

in. I have already extolled his talents 
in this way: he might have been juſtly 
entitled the Great Scipio. The ſecond 
cuſtomer he brought was a printer, who, 
in deſpite of common ſenſe, had enrich- 
ed himſelf by books of knight-errantry. 
This honeſt tradeſman had pirated a 
work belonging to another printer, and 
his edition was ſeized. For three hun- 
dred ducats he obtained, through my 
means, a replevy, and eſcaped a large 
fine. Though the miniſter, properly 
ſpeaking, had no buſineſs with this at- 
fair, his excellency, at my requeſt, was 
ſo good as to interpoſe his authority. 
After the printer, a merchent paſſed 
through my hands on the following oc- 
cation. A Portugueze ſhip had been 
taken by a corſair of Barbary, and af. 
terwards retaken by a privateer of Ca- 
diz. Two thirds of the loading be- 
longed to a merchant ut Liſbon, who 
having reclaimed it in vain, came 
court in queſt of a patron who had cre- 
dit enough to cauſe reſtitution to be 
made. I intereſted myſelf in his behalf, 
and he got poſſeſſion of his effects, in 
conſide ration of a preſent which he 
made me of four hundred piſtoles, for 
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my protection. 
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Methinks, I hear the reader cry in 
this place, * Bravo, Monſieur de San- 
« tillane, put hay into your boots ; you 
are in a fine road; puſh your fortune!” 
Oh ! that 1 will, * warrant you! I 
ſee, if I am nor miſtaken, my valet 
coming with a new prize which he has 
Fear ed. Right; it is Scipio—let us 

ar him. * Signior,” ſaid he, allow 
me to introduce this famous operator 
* to you, He wants a patent to ſell his 
«© medicines, excluſive of all others, dur- 
ing the ſpace of ten years, in all the 
E cities under the dominion of Spain; 
E that is, all perſons of his profeſſion 
© ſhall /be prohibited from ſettling in 
© the place or places where he reſides; 
and he will pay, as an acknowledgment, 
© two hundred piſtoles to any perſon 
© who will procure for him the Taid pri- 
6 vilege.“ I ſaid to the mountebank, 
aſſuming the patron, 4 Well, friend, 
your buſineſs ſhall be done.“ Sure 
enough, in a very few days, I diſpatch- 
ed him with patents, which entitled him 
to cheat the people excluſively, through 
all the kingdom of Spain. ' 

Though my wealth increaſed, I had 
obtained of his excellency the four fa- 
vours I had aſked fo eaſily, that I never 
heſitated in requeſting a fifth ; which 
was the government of the city of Vera. 
on the confines of Grenada, for a knight 
of Calatrava'*, who promiſed me a thou- 
ſand piſtoles for the place. The miniſter 
laughed to ſee me ſo hot on the game : 
* Egad, Gil Blas,“ ſaid he; © you go on 
at a rare ra e: you muſt be furjouſly 
* inclined to oblige your neighbours. 
* Hark'e, I ſhall not ſtand upon trifles 
© with you : but when you demand go- 
« yvernments, and other conſiderable fa- 
© yours, you ſhall, if you pleaſe, be con- 
© tented with one half of the profit, and 
be accountable for the other to me. 
« You can't imagine,” added he, what 
* expence I am obliged to be at, or how 
many reſources I muſt have to ſupport 
the dignity of my poſt: for, notwith- 
© ſtanding the diſintereſted appearance 
*1 aſſume, 1 confeſs I am not impru- 
dent enough to diſorder my domeſ- 
tick affairs. Take your meaſures ac- 
* cordingly.” 

My maſter, by this diſcourſe, baniſh- 


ing all fear of being importunate, or 


* A military order of knighthood in 
of Sancho III King of Caſtile, 
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letters - patent. 
the clergy ſhould feel my benevolence ; 


and ſome eccleſiaſtical dignities. 


fied, or moſt regular. 


rather encouraging me to return tre- 
quently to the charge, I became more 

reedy of riches than ever; and would 

ave — advertifed, that all thoſe 
who wanted favours at court ſhould ap- 
ply to me. I went upon one — 
Scipio upon another, in queſt of Pg 
whum we might ſerve for money. y 
knight of Calatrava had his government 
of Vera, for his thouſand piſtoles ; and 
I ſoon obtained another, at the ſame 
price, for a knight of St. Jago . I was 
not contented with making governors 
only; I conferred orders of kmghthood, 
and converted ſome good plebeians in- 
to bad gentlemen, by virtue of excellent 
I was alſo willing that 


I beſtowed (mall benefices, canonſhips, 
As 
tor the biſhopricks and archbiſhopricks, 
they were all in the gift of Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona, who likewife appointed 

iſtrates, commanders, and viceroys. 


A plain proof that the great places were 


no better filled than the ſmall ones; for 
the people we choſe to occupy the poſts, 
of which we made ſuch an honourable 
traffick, were not always the beſt quali- 
We know 

well, that the wits of Madrid made 


themſelves merry at our expence ; but 


we reſembled thoſe miſers, who conſole 
themſelves for the publick ſcorn with a 
ſight of their gold. 

Iſocrates had reaſon to call jntempe- 
rance and folly the inſeparable compa- 


. nions of wealth. When I found myſelf 


maſter of thirty thouſand ducats, and in 
a condition to get, perhaps, ten times 
as much, I thought I muſt then make a 
figure worthy of the prime-miniſter's 
confident, I hired a whole houſe, which 
I furniſhed in, a+ handſome manner 

bought the coach of a notary, who had 
ſet it up through oftentation, and now 
wanted to get rid of it by the advice of 
his baker. I engaged a coachman ; and, 
as it was but juſt to advance old ſer- 
vants, raiſed Scipio to the triple honour 
of my valet de [ ay ſecretary, and 
ſteward: but what put the finiſhing 
ſtroke to my pride was, the miniſter's 
allowing my people to wear his livery. 
This baniſhed all the judgment that re- 
mained, and 1 became as mad as the 


in, inſtituted in the year 2158, during the reign 
The habit of the order is a large white mantle, with a re 


croſs on the leſt ſide, powdered with fleurs de luce. 


+ St. Jago, or St. James, 


This is the higheſt order of knighthood in 
the twelſth century. They bear for arms a ſword gules, the handle is in 
powdered with fleurs de luce: and their motto is, Sanguine Arabum. 


n, inſtituted in 
form of a croſs 


© ike 


* 


* 


diſciples of Porcius Latro, who, when 


maſter, by drinking decoctions of cu- 
min, imagined themſelves as learned; 
and well nighimagined myſelfthe Duke 
Lerma's relation. I really took it 
my head, that I ſhould paſs for ſuch, 
or, perhaps, for one of his baſtards: a 
reſlection that gave me infinite pleaſure, 
Add to this, that, in imitatiog of his ex - 
cellencv, who kept open table, I reſolv- 
ed to entertain alſo. For this purpoſe, 
I ordered Scipio to look out for a ſkil- 
ful cook ; and he found one, who was, 
ps, comparable to that of Nomten- 
tanos , of dainty memory. I furniſhed 
my cellar with delicious wines ; and, 
after having laid in all other k nds of 
iſion, began to receive company. 
Every evening, ſome of the principal 
clerks of the miniſter's office, who 
proudly aſſume the quality of ſecretaries 
of ſtate, came to ſup with me I gave 


them good cheer, and always ſent them 


home well watered. Scipio, on his 
ſide, (for it was like maſter like man) 
kept table alſo in the buttery, where he 
regaled his acquaintances at my ex- 
pence: but, excluſive of my regard for 
that young fellow, I thought, as he con- 
tributed to my getting money, he had a 
right to aſſiſt me in ſpending it. Be. 
es, I looked upon this profuſion like 
a young man, and did nat perceive the 
conſequence. I had another reaſon alſo 
for overlooking it. Benefices and em- 
ployments never ceaſed bringing griſt to 
the mill ; and ſeeing my finances daily 
increaſe, | thought I had for once 
drove a nail into the wheel of Fortune. 
There was nothing now wanting to 
gratify my vanity, but to make Fabri- 
cius an eye-witneſs of my pomp. I 
did not doubt that he was returned 
from Andaluſia; and, that I might 
have the pleafure of ſurprizing him, 
ſent him an anonymons billet, import- 
ing, that a Sicilian nobleman of his ac- 
13 expected him to ſupper, at 
uch a day, hour, and place. unnes 
came at the time ee and was 
amazed to find that I was the foreign 
nobleman who had invited him to ſup- 
per. Yes, friend, ſaid I to him, *this 
* is my houſe ; I have a handſome equi- 
6 pages a good table, and a ſtrong box 
deſides.—“ Is it poſſible, cried he, 
with great vivacity, that I find thee 
* again in ſuch opulence | how happy 
am I in having recommended thee to 
Count Galiano! I told thee that he 


they had made themſelves as pale as their 
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| * ſtood thy 


was a generons nobleman, who wonld 
ſoon make thee eaſy for life. Thou 
$ haſt, doubtleſs,“ added he, followed 
© the wiſe advice [I gave thee, and given 
* the butler a little — 8 eon- 
s ulate thee upon co t; for 
a Ris by ſuch — m aſures only 
that the ſtewards in great families be- 
come fo rich.“ : 
I let Fabricius appland himſelf as 
much as he pleaſed for having intros 
duced me to the ſervice of Count Gali. 
ano; after which, in order to moderate 
the joy which he felt in having procur- 
ed me ſuch a good poſt, I related the 
marks of gratitude with which that no- 
bleman had repaid my ſervice 5 but, 
perceiving that my poet, while 1 made 
the detail, ſung hs recantation within 
himſelf, I ſaid to him, * I forgive the 
* Siciliaty: between you and me, I 
more cauſe to rejoice than be forry at 
© his behaviour towards me. If the 
© count had not uſed me ill, I ſhould 
have followed him to Sicily, where 1 
© ſhould now have been a ſervant, in 
© expetation of an uncertain eſtabliſh. 
a ment. In a word, I ſhonld not be 
* confident to the Duke of Lerma.” 
Nunnez was ſc ſtruck with theſe laſt 
words, that he continued ſome minutes 
incapable of uttering one ſyllable. Then 
breaking ſilence all of a ſudden, * Did 
J underſtand you aright ?” faid he: 
hat | have you the confidence of the 
« prime- miniſter ?“ I, ſhare it,“ I re- 
ied, * with Don Rodrigo de Caldero- 


i na; and, in all appearance, I ſhall 


make great progreſs.'—" Truly, 8 g- 
* nior Santillane,* ſaid he, I look 
upon with admiration you are 


© capable of filling all forts of em- 
" ployments. What tal-nts you are 


| © maſter of! you have (to uſe the ex- 


pre ſſi n of our tennis-courr) the uni- 
© verſal tool ; that is to fay, you are 
« qualified for every thing. Finally 
« Signior,* added he, I am overjiy 

£ at your worſhip's proſperity '—* O the 
devil!“ faid 1, rrp him ; 
© Mr. Nunnez, truce with Signtor and 
© your worſhip; let us buniſh theſe 
© terms, and live familiarly together. 
Thon art in the right,“ he replied; «I. 
*-ought not to look upon thee other. 
© wife than as uſual, although thou art 
© become rich, 1 will confeſs my weak. 
© neſs; I was dazz — ons under. 
happy fate : but that preju- 
© dice is over, and 1 now behold thee a. 


gain as my old friend' Gil Blas.” 
| © ® Apepicure, that lived in the Avguſtzn age, and cat up x vaſt fortune. 


Our 
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Our converſation was interrupted by 


the arrival of four or five clerks. * Gen- 
* tlemen,* ſaid I io them, preſenting 
Nunnez, you ſhall ſup with Signior 
Don, Fabricio, who compoſes verſes 


{ worthy of King Numa“, and writes 


* in. proſe like a prodigy.“ Unluckily 
I ſpoke to people who regarded poetyy 


ſo liftle, that our author ſuffered on 


account of his profeſſion. Scarce would 
they deigu to favour him with a look. 
It was to no purpoſe that he ſaid witty 
things in order to attract their atten- 
tion: they did not perceive the beauty 


of his ſallies; and he u as ſo much piqued 


at their want of taſte, that he made uſe 
of his poetical licence, and cunningly 

withdrawing from the company, diſap- 
peared. Ourclerks did not perceive 
is retreat, and fat down to table 


* 


without ſo much as alking what was be- 


come of him. 

Juſt as I had done dreſſing next morn- 
ing, and was going abroad, the poet of 
Aſturias entered my chamber, ſaying, 
* I aſk pardon, my friend, for having ſo 
* abruptly left thy clerks laſt night; but 
© truly, I was ſo much out of my ele- 
© ment among them, that I could no 
longer endure my ſituation. A par- 
cel of inſolent fellows, with their ielt- 
* ſufficient ſtarched airs | 1 can't com- 
* prehend how thou, who haſt »n acute- 
* neſs of underſtanding, can'ſt acccm- 
© modate thyſelf to ſuch ſtupid guells! 
© This very day, added he, I will bring 
* hither fellows of wit and ſpirit.— 
* I ſhall be obliged to thee,” anſwered 
I; * and will entirely depend upon thy 
© taſte in the choice of them.'—* Thou 
* art in the right,” ſaid he; I promiſe 
©thee ſuperior geniuſes, of the mof! 
* entertaining characters. Ivill go this 
* inſtaut to à coffee-houfe where they 
meet, and beſpeak them before they 
engage themſelves ellewhere; for, 
© happy is the man who can have ther 
company at dinner or ſupper, ſo much 


* are they admired for their agreeable. 


humour.“ W 

+ . $0 ſaying, he left me, and at ſupper- 
time returned with {x authors only, 
whom he introduced to me one afte1 
an ther, characterizing each as he pre- 
ſented him. To hear him, one would 
have thought that theſe wits ſurpaſſed 
thoſe of ancient Greece and Italy; and 
their works, as he ſaid, deſerved to be 
engraven in letters of gold. I received 
theſe gentlemen very politely, and even 
affected te load them with civility ; tou 


+ The ovſcure veries ſung by the Saline prieſts, in their proceſſions, were compoſed by 8 f 
: AS. 


the nation of authors is a little vain- 
glorious. Though I had not laid my 
injunctions on Scipio to take care that 
our table ſhould be ſumptnoufty, fur - 
niſhed, as he knew what ſort of people 
I Was to treat that day, he had sein- 
forced our ſervices of his oπJn accord. 
In: ſhort, we went to (\ſnpper in high 
glee ; my poets began to talk of them. 
ielves, and were not filent in their own 
praiſe: | One, with a lofty air, mention- 
ed grundees and ladies of quality who 
were delighted with his muſe ; another, 
finding fault with the choice which a 
learned academy had made of two mem- 
bers,, modeſtly obſerved that they ought 
to have choſen him. The diſcourſe of 
the reſt was not a tittle Jeſs arrogant. 
In the middle of ſupper they vorried 
me with verſe and proſe; each, in his 
turn, repeating. a ſpecimen of his oon 
writing : one regaled me with a ſonnet; 
another rehearſed a ſcene of a tragedy; 
a third read a criticiſm upon a comedy; 
and a fourth, endeavouring in his turn 
to give us an ode of Anacreon tranſlat- 
ed into wretched Spaniſh verſe, was in- 
terrupted by. one of his brethren, who 
told him that he had uſed an improper 
term. The author of the tranſlation 
denied his aſſertion; and a diſpute a- 
roſe, in which all the wits eſpouſed one 
tide or other; the votes were equal; 
the diſputants grew hot, and proceeded 
o inveCtives: the debate ſtill continued; 
until, becoming quite furious, they got 
up, and went by the ears together. Fa- 
bricio, Scipio, my coachman, lacqueys, 
and myſelf, had all ſufficient work in 
parting them; which when we had ac- 
comphiſhed, they went away, as if from a 
publick- houſe, without making the leaſt 
apology tor their unpolite behaviour. 

- Nunnez, upon whoſe promiſe I had 
formed an agreeable idea of this enter. 
tainment, remained very much out of 
countenance at this adventure. Well, 
friend,“ ſaid I to him; © will you ſtill 
©exfo] your fellow-gueſts? Upon my 
* conſcience, you have brought hither 
© avillainous ſet ! 1 will henceforth keep 
to my clerks: don't talk to me of au- 
© thors,'—+ I will bring no more ſuch,“ 


anſwered he; *thcu haſt ſeen the belt 


of the whole tribe.“ | 
* — II A P. =— 5 


The morals of: Gil Blas are entirely corrupt 
ed at court. He is charged with, a com- 
mzſſeon by the Count de Lemos, and en- 
gages in an intrigue with that nobleman. 


1 


favour with the duke of Lefma, 
L had a court of my on. Every morn- 
ing thy anti- chamber was full of peo. 
* and I gave audience at my leves. 


one to buymy intereſt with the miniſter 


wo kinds of company came thither; 


to any acknowledgment 1 might have 
expected from the clerk of the kitchen, 
to whom I ſaid, with an air of mortifi- 
cation, when next we met. Ah, my 
dear Navarro! you was too late in 
ſpeaking to me; I was prevented by 


for favours; and the other to move me 
by ſupplications to obtain for them 
what they wanted, gratis. The. firſt 


were ſare of being heard and aſſiſted; 


but, with regard to the laſt, I got rid of 
them immediately by evative! excuſes; 
or amuſed; them ſo long, that their pa- 
tience forſooł them. Petar belong. 
ed to court, I was naturally. compal;- 
ſtonate and charitable; butit notlenger 
felt that humane weaknefs; and became 
is hard as flint: of coaſequence I cuted 


feph Navarro, 
to relate. 
This Navarro 
many obligations, and who, in one 
word, was the firſt cauſe of my fortune, 
came to my houte; and after expreſting 
a great deal of friendſhip for me, as he 
always did when we met, deſired me to 
aſk of the Duke of Lerma à certain em- 
ployment for one of his friends; telling 
me, that the cavalier in whoſe behalt he 
ſolieited was a very amiable young gen- 
tleman of great merit, but that he want 
ed a poſt for his ſubſiſtence. * I don't 
at all doubt,“ added Joſeph, *that, kind 
and obliging as you are, you will be 
* overjoyed at an opportunity of ſerving 
© a man of honour in diſtreis; and Iam 
© ſare-that you will think yourſelf be- 
© holden to me for giving you this oc- 
caſion of exerting your generoſſty.“ 
This was plainly telling me that he ex- 
pected it for nothing ; and, thobgh ! 
did nt reliſh the propoſal, I appeared 
very much diſpoſed to do what he de- 
fired. I um charmed, anſwered L to 
Navarro, * that I have it in my power 
to ſhew my lively gratitude for all the 
* tavours which I have received at your 
* hands. Your intereſting yourfelf for 
any one is a ſufficieat inducement for 
me to ſerve him; your friend ſhall 
have that place you have pitched upon 
* tor him, depend upon it: the affair is 
no no longer yours, but mine.“ 1 
On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away 
very well ſatisfied. Nevertheleſs, the 
perſon'whom he recommended did not 
obtain the poſt in queſtion.. 1 procur- 
ed it for another man, in conſideration 


„ 


Calderona, who has given that ſame 

poſt z and Tam quite in deſpait that T 

© have no better news to entertaih you 
, * > TT 


with.“ f | 1 8 
Juoleph implicitly believed what 1 ſaid, 
and we parted more friends than ever; 
but 1 believe he ſoon diſcoveredi le 
truth, for he never after came to my 
houſe; and I was charmed at his ab- 
' ſenice.” For, beſides my being burden. 
ed by the ſervices he had done me, T 
thought it did not lock well for! people 
of my rank at court to keep com 
with butlers; ' © rt 910172 & nt * 
I I have not mentioned the Couhtade 
Lemos a good while. Let us now s. 
turn to that nobleman, hom I fome. 
times viſited; I had carried to him the 
thouſand piſtoles, as I formerly obſerv- 
ed, and 2 gave him a thotiſaud 
more, by order of the duke his uncle, 
out of the money I had belonging to his 
| excelleney. ' The Count de Lemos hack 
' a long converſation with me that Udy. 
He told — he had gt laſt yaine@t 
his end, and entirely poſſeſſed the good 
graces ot the Prince of Spain, »whoſe 
ſole confident he was. He then gaxe 
me charge of a very honourdble com- 
| miſſion; which he had already prepared 
for me. Priend Santillane, dſaidt beg 
no is the time to he doing; ſpate n 
thing to diſcover n 
who ſhould be worthy to amuſe that 
© gallant prince. Yon don't want wityardt 
+ I need ſay no more; go, run, ſeareh, 
© and when: you have made a lucky 
© diſcovery, come and impartiti dome.“ 
I promiſed to neglect nothing\iwacquits 
ting myſelf handſomely of this employs 
ment, which muſt not be very difficuls 
to exerciſe, fince ſo many people live by 
the ſame profeſſion. T d ce 
1 had not been much, uſed to the 
kinds of inquiry; but not doubting that 
Scipio was ah ad zt in the art, I called 
tor him hen 1 came home, and ſaid to 
him in private, «Child, I am going te 
© intruſt thee with a ſecret. Duſt: thou 
know, that iu the midſt of Fortunes 
© favours I find LWant ſomething 11 
can calily gueſs what that is, ſaid he, 
interrupting me before I could 2 ; 
: "= want an © nymph to un- 
« bend and exhilarate your ſpirits; and 


* 


. 


of a'thouſand ducati, which I put into 
ws 444 


7 


tculy it is aſtoniſhiug that you Hon 
s 
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eie one ia the. u of er 


* age, when grey · beards cannot diſpenſe 
« with ſuch recreation.“ I admire thy 


0 tion 1* anſwered I with a ſmile. 


Vest à miſtreſs I want, and deſire to 
© have one of thy recommending. But 
© I muſt warn thee before-hand, that 1 
am very delicate in theſe matters, 1 
© expect a lady of beauty and good mo 
© rals.!-— What vou require,” replied 
Scipio, is not eaſily found; but, how- 
© ever, we live, thank God, in a city 
© that. affords ſome of all ſorts, and 1 
© hope 1 ſhall ſoon be able 40 fit you to 
. © hair. 

Sure enough, in three days, he ſaid, 
© I have diſcovered a treaſure; a young 
©lady, whoſe name is Catalina, of a 
4 family, and raviſhing beauty; 
4 the lives under the tuition of her aunt, 
* in a little houſe, where they ſubſiſt in 
< an; honourable manner on their for- 
« tune, which is but ſmall; they are 
« ſerved by a chamber-maid of my ac- 
©.quaintance, who has aſſured me, that 
* though their door is ſhiit to every 
body at preſent, it would be opened 
to a rich and bbera) gallant, provided 
© he were willing to avoid ſcandal, by 
Ens in at night, without any ſhew. 
Whereupon I deſcribed you as a ca- 
© valier who deſerved to find the door 
« unlatched; and deſired the maid to 
©. propoſe you to the ladies. She has 
© promiſed to do fo, and inform me of 
their anſwer to-morrow morning, at 
a certain place.*— That's well;' I re- 


maid impoſes upon thee.— No, no,“ 
* faid he; l am not ſo eaſily perſuaded; 
© I have already interrogated the neigh- 
©* bours, and conclude from what they 
© fay, that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, 
* on whom you may deſcend, like ano- 
* ther Jupiter, in a ſhower of gold.“ 
Prejudiced as I was againſt intrigues of 
this Rind, I engaged in it for once; and 
as the chamber-maid came next Cay, 
and told Scipio, that, -if I pleaſed, I 
might be introduced that very evening 
20 miſtreſs, I ſtole thither between 
eleven and twelve. The maid received 
me in the dark, took me by the hand, 


led ane into a pretty handſome hall, 


here I found the ladies richly dreſſ 
= ſeated on _ 8 As — 
as . rceived me, they got up, and 
Zetel — in ſuch a noble 2 
that I took them for perſons of quality, 
The aunt i(whoſe name was Signiora 
Meacia) thopgh. ſtill agreeable, did not 
attract my attention, which, was. entire- 
ly engroſſed by the niece, who ſeemed. 


of her. 


iedz * but I am afraid the chamber- 


a goddels. To examine her minutely, 
however, ſhe could not be called a per» 


ſect beauty; but ſhe had ſuch graces, 


together with a tempting luſcious air, 
as hiadered the eye to perceive her 


defects. b 


Accordingly, I was diſturbed at ſight 
I forgot that I came thither to 
rform the office of Þ grooms ſpoke 
m * own favour, and expreſſed my - 
ſelf like a man inſpired by the moſt 
violent paſſion. The young lady, in 
whom 1 found three times more wit 
than ſhe! really had, {ſo courteous did 
ſhe ſeem) quite enchanted me by her. 
anſwers; and 1 an to loſe the go- 
vernment of myſelf, when her aunt, 
in order to moderate my tran{ports, 
addreſſed me in this manner: Signior 


de Santillane, I muſt be free with you, 


© On account of the character which L 
* have heard of your worthip, I have 
« 1 van to valit me, without en- 
* hancing the price of the favour by 
« tanding on ceremony: but don't ima- 
* gine yourſelf the nearer your _ 
for that reaſon. I have | hitherto 
* brought my niece in retirement, 
© and you are (as 1 may ſay) the firſt 


© cavalier to whoſe eyes ſhe. has been 


© expoſed. If you deem her worthy to 
© be your wife, I ſhall be overjoyed at 
© her good fortune. Conſider, there- 
© fore, it ſhe will ſuit you at that price; 
for you cannot have her at a cheaper 
6 rats.! © 

This well. aimed ſhot frighted away 
Cupid, who was juſt going to let fly an 
arrow at me. To ſpeak without me- 
taphur, a marriage ſo bluntly propoſed, 
made me recollect myſelf. I became 

ain all of a ſudden the faithful ageat 
of the Count de Lemos, and, changing 
my tone, replied to Signiora Mencia, 
Madam, I am pleaſed with your frank- 
© neſs, which I intend to imitate. What- 
© ever figure I make at court, I am 
not worthy of the incomparable Cata- 
© lina, but have in view for her a much 
more ſplendid fate; in fhort, I de- 
6 6gn her for the Prince of Spain. 
© Your refuſal of my niece,” replied the 
aunt coldly, was diſabliging enough; 
there was no occaſion to accompaay it 
© with a piece of raillery./—* 1 don't 
© rally, indeed, Madam, cried I ; no- 
thing is more ſerious; I have orders 
© to ſind out a lady who deſerves to be 
« honouned with the private viſits of 
© the Prince of Spain: I find ſuch aon 
in your liquſe, and mark it for the 


ſcene accordingly.” Y 
| _ Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at, 
2 theſe 


theſe words, which I perceived did not 
much diſpleafe her; neverthelefs, be- 
lieving that ſhe ought to affect reſerve, 
ſhe anſweted in this manner. * If 1 
was diſpoſed to credit literally what 
© you ſay, you muſt know that I am 
not of ſuch a character as to rejoice 
© in the infamous honour of ſecing my 
* niece miſtreſs to a prince. My vir- 
tue diſapproves— © What a faint you 
« are, with 

terrupting her; you talk like one bred 


* among filly citizens. Sure vou joke, 


your virtue!” faid I, in- 


th. 


in pretending to conſider things in a 


moral point of view! that would be 
. ſtripping them of all their beauty; they 
© mult be ſurveyed with a carnal eye. 
« Behold the heir-apparent of Spain at 
* the feet of the happy Catalina, ador- 
© ing and loading her with preſents ; 
and remember, that from her per- 


« haps will ſpring a hero who will render 


© his mother's name immortal as his 
oven.“ 

Although the aunt would have gladly 
embraced my propoſal, ſhe feigned her- 
ſelf irreſolute about the matter ; and 
Catalina, who wiſhed the prince al- 
ready in her chains, affected great in- 
difference; ſo that I was obliged to in- 
veſt the place a-new, until at Jength, 
Signiora Mencia, ſeeing me repulſed, 
and ready to raiſe ſiege, beat the cha- 
.made, and we agreed upon a Capitula- 
tion, which contained the two follow- 
ng articles. Imprimis, If the prince 
of Spain, on the report that I ſhall 


. 


make of Catalina's charms, ſhall be in- 


flamed, and determine to hongur her 
with a nocturnal viſit, I ſhall take care 
to apprize the ladies of the night that 


ſhall be choſen for that purpoſe, Item, 


The prince ſhall not viſit the ſaid ladies 
but as an ordinary. gallant, with no 
other attendants than me and his Mer- 
cury in chief. | | 

After this convention, the aunt and 
niece ſhewed me all manner of friend- 
ſhip, and aſſumed a familiarity of beha- 
viour in conſequence of which I ven- 
rured ſome hugs, which were not very 

ill received; aud when we parted, they 
embraced me of their own accard, and 
loaded me with careſſes. It is really 
wonderful to ſee with what facility an 
intimacy is contracted between the cou- 
riers of gallantry and the women who 


want their ſervice. Had people obſerv- 


ed me to leave this houſe with ſuch 
marks of favour, they might have ſaid, 
with ſome appearance of juſtice, that 1 
was much happier than I actually found 
_—_ The Count de Lentos way 
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overjoyed when I let him know that 1 
had made ſuch a diſcovery as he defired. 
I ſpoke of Catalina in % 

as made him lon 


uch a manner 
to fee her. I car- 
. ried him to her lodgings next night, 
and he owned that 1 had | 


een very fuc- 
ceſsful. W 


He told the ladies, he did not 


at all doubt that the prince. would be 
perfectly well ſatisfied with the miſtreſs 


ſhe on her part would have caufe to be 


whom I had choſen for him, and "be 


contented with ſuch a lover; that t 


young prince was ſull of generoſity and 


out noiſe or attendance. 


ſweetneſs of temper : in ſhort, he aſ- 
ſured them, that he would bring him 
to their houſe in a few days, as they 
deſired he ſhould come, that is, with- 


This noble. 


man afterwards took his leave of them, 


and I withdrew in his A We 


got back to his equipage, in which we 


had come thither, and which waited for 
us at the end of the ſtreet : he ſet me 


down at my own houſe, charging me to 
inform his uncle next day of this new- 


ſtarted adventure, and to defire he 
would ſend him a thouſand 


many compliments. 
ſaid the miniſter to me with an air of 


enſure it's ſucceſs. 


o 


piſtoles to 


did not fail to give the Duke of I 


ma an exact account of what had paffell, 

concealing only one circumſtance. I 
did not ſpeak a ſyllable of Scipio, but 
took to myſelf the honour of the dif. 
covery, according to the practice of 
thoſe who live among the great. 


© Mr. Gil 


By theſe means 1 acquired 'a great 
las, 


raillery, © I am' raviſhed to find, that, 


© with 
« 


© beauties: when 1 have occation for 


oflefs 


our other talents, you | 


ewiſe 


that of diſcovering obliging 


done of that claſs, you will give me 
leave to apply to you.'— My lord," 


«© ference; but give me 


1 replied in the ſame tone, I thank 
your grace for intending me the pre- 


eave to ſay, 


« that I ſhould be ſcrupulous in ſerving 


© your excellency in that manner. 566 
© nior Rodrigo has been ſo long in pdſ- 


— 


— — 


of it.“ 


* ſeſſion of that employment, that it 
« would be unjuſt in me to deprive him 


The duke ſmiled at my an- 
ſwer ; then changing the diſcourſe, aſk- 


ed, it his nephew did fiot want money 
for this adventure. Pardon me, fad 


I; © he begs you will ſend him a tho - 
« ſand piſtgles,'—* Very well,” replied 
the miniſter 3 carry them to him, bid 
| © him ſpare nothing, but approve of 
whatever expence the prince thall pro- 


f 
« 
| 


poſe.” 
Hh 
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| CHAP. XL 4 | 
Die private viſit ＋ A which the 
rince bf Spain made to Catalina. 
Went that inſtant with five hundred 
& double piſfoles to the Count de 
Lemos, who told me, * You could not 
* come in better ſeaſon, - I have ſpoke 
to the prince: he has bit at the hook, 
© and burns with impatience to ſee Ca- 
 * ralifa. This very night he intends to 
lip privately out of the palace, in 
* order to-viſit her. It is a thing de- 
© termined, and our meaſures are taken 
* accordingly. Inform the ladies of 
* his reſolution, and give them that 
* money which you have brought; for 
* jt is right to let them ſee that he is no 
ordinary lover whom they are to re- 
© ceive ; beſides, the bounty of princes 


© ought to precede their intrigues. As 


* you will accompany him, together with 
me,“ added he, be ſure of being at 
© his couchee this evening. Your coach 
* alſo (for I think it is proper we ſhould 
* uſe it) muſt wait for us near the palace 
about midnight.” 

I immediately repaired to the houſe, 
but did not ſee Catalina, who, they told 
me, was a-bed; ſo that I could only 
ſpeak with Signiora Mencia, to whom 
I ſaid, Madam, pray excuſe me for 
« appearing in your houſe by day; but 
© jt is not in my power to do otherwiſe, 
for I muſt give you notice that the 
Prince of Spain will be here this night; 
and here,' added I, putting the bag 
of money in her hand, is an offering 
which he ſends to the temple of Cy- 
« therea, to render the divinities of the 
place propitious. You ſee I have not 
* engaged you in a bad affair.'—* I am 
- very much obliged to you,” ſhe replied; 
but tell me, Signior de Santillane, 
does the prince Jove muſick ?'—* He 
© loves it,“ anſwered I, to diſtraction; 


nothing can entertain him ſo much as 


42 fine voice, accompanied by a Jute 
« delicately touched.'—* So much the 
better!“ cried ſhe, in a tranſport of 
joy; you give me infinite pleaſure in 
« telling me this; for my niece has the 
_ © pipe of a nightingale, and plays upon 
« the lute to admiration ; ſhe likewiſe 

« dances perfectly well,'—* Heavens!“ 
cried I, in my turn; © what perfections, 


my good aunt! ſo many are not ne- 


« ceſſary to make a girl's fortune: one 
of theſe talents is ſufficient for the 
« purpoſe.” | © 

Having thus paved the way, I wait- 
ed for the hour of the prince's couchee ; 


then giving orders to my coachman, I 
rejoined the Count de Lemos, who told 
me, that the priuce, in order to get rid 
of his company the ſooner, woyld feign 
a flight indiſpoſition, and even go to 
bed, the better 10 perſuade them of 
his being fick ; but that he would riſe 
again in.an hour, and, by a back-door, 
gain a private ſtair that led into the 
court-yard. f | 

When he had informed me' of what 
they had concerted together, he poſted 
me in a place through which he affured 
me they would paſs; and there I danced 
attendance fo long, that I began to 
think our gallant had taken another 
road, or loſt his deſire of ſeeing Cata- 
lina, as if princes uſually dropped theſe 
ſort of whims before they had ſarisfied 
them. In ſhort, I imagined they had 
forgot me altogether, when two men 
accoſted me, whom having diſcerned 
to be thoſe I expected, I conducted 
them to my coach, in which they ſeat- 
ed themſelves, ' while 1 got upon the 
coach-box to direct the driver, whom 
I ordered to ſtop about fifty yards from 
the houſe. 1 then handed the prince 
and his companion out of the coach, 
and we walked towards the place for 
which we were bound. he gate 
opened at our approach, and ſhut again 
as ſoon as we got in. 

At firſt we found ourſelves in the 
ſame darknefs in which 1 had been in- 
troduced ; though, by way of diſtine- 
tion, there was a ſmall lamp fixed te 
the wall, the light of which was ſo dim, 
that we could only perceive it, with. 
out being lighted by it's rays. All 
this ſerved only to make the adventure 
more. agreeable to our hero, who was 
ſenlibly ſtruck at the ſight of the la- 
dies, who received him in a hall, where 
the luſtre of a great number of can- 
dles made amends for the darkneſs that 
reigned in the court, The aunt and 
niece were in a gay difhabille, ſo art- 
fully diſpoſed that nobody could 160k 
upon them with impunity. Our prince 
would have been very well fatisfied with 
Signiora Mencia, if there had been no 
other for him to chuſe ; but the charms 
of young Catalina, as they deferved, 
had the preference. Well, my prince,” 
ſaid the Count de Lemos; * was it poſ- 
* ſible for us to procure your highneſs 
' * the pleaſure of ſeeing two ladies more 
' © handſome than theſe -I am ra- 
* vithed with them both,” replied the 
prince; and 1 ſhall never carry off 


1 


* my heart; or the aunt could not 
# * : : : 1 6 if, 


© miſs. ok it, if it was 


poſſible for the 
© niece to fail.” 


After this compliment, ſo agreeable | 


to an aunt, he ſaid a thouſand fond 
things to Catalina, who anſwered with 
reat wit and ſpirit. As thoſe honour- 
able people who perform the part that 
I afted on this occaſion, are permitted 
to join in the converſation ,of 
zrovided it be with an intention of ad- 
ing fuel to the fire, I told the gallant, 
that his nymph ſung and played upon 
the lute to admiration. He was over- 
joyed to hear that ſhe was miſtreſs of 
theſe talents, and entreated her to en- 
tertain him with a ſpecimen, She com- 
plied with a good grace, took up a lute 
ready tuned, played ſome tender airs, 
and ſung in ſuch an affecting manner, 
that the prince dropped down at her 


feet, in à tranſport of love and plea- 


ſure. But let us finiſh this picture; 
and only obſerve that, during this ſweet 
intoxication, in which the heir of the 
Spaniſh monarchy was plunged, the 
hours ſtole away like minutes, and we 
were obliged to tear him from that dan- 
gerous houſe, becauſe of the day's ap- 
proach. We the gentlemen-under- 
takers carried him back to his apart- 
ment with great diſpatch, and then went 
to our different homes, as well ſatisfied 
in having fitted him with a ſhe-adven- 
turer, as if we had tranſatted his mar 
riage with a princeſs. F. 
ext morning I recounted this ad- 
venture to the Dnke of Lerma, who 
delired to be informed of every parti- 
cular; and juſt as 1 had finiſhed my 
narration, the Count de Lemos came 
in, and ſaid, * The prince of Spain is 
* ſo much engroſſed by Catalina, and 
* has conceived ſuch a paſſion for her, 
© that he purpoſes to viſit her often, 
* and attach himſelf to her alone. He 
wanted to ſend her this day jewels to 
* the amount of two thouſand piſtoles, 
but not having a penny in his purſe, 
© he applied to me.“ My dear Lemos, 
ſaid he, you muſt find me that ſum 
* immediately. I know very well that 
© I incommode, nay, exhauſt you; but 
my heart retains the obligation, and if 
ever I find myſelf in a condition to 
* exert my gratitude, otherwiſe than in 
thought, for all your friendſhip, you 
* thall not repent having laid me under 
* an obligation,” —* My prince, ſaid I, 
leaving him that inſtant, * I have friends 
and credit, and will employ chem both 


GIL. BLAS OF SANTILLANE. 
EEC 
to accommodate you with what you 


overs, 


| 
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. want.“ | 

© It is not difficult to ſatisfy his de- 
mand,“ ſaid the duke io his nephew. 
Santillane, fetch the money; or, 


it you pleaſe, he hr te the 


{ jewels; for he is a perfect connoiſſeur 
© in ſtones, eſpecially rubies! — Is not 
this true, Gil Blas?* added he, look- 
ing at me with a ſatirical ſmile. * Your 
a grace is very ſevere,” I replied; *T 
© fee that you want to make Monſieur 
© the Count merry at my expence.“ 
This happened accordingly. * The ne- 
phew aſked what myſtery there 1 
in theſe words. Nothing,“ anſwer- 
ed the duke, laughing; * only San- 
© tillane one day thought proper to ex- 
© change a diamond for a ruby, and 
© afterwards found that he had gained 
© neither honour nor profit by the bar- 
gain.“ | 
I ſhonld have thought myſelf eaſily 
quit, if the miniſter had ſaid no more 
of the matter; but he took the trouble 
to relate the trick that Camilla and 
Don Raphael played upon me in the 
hired lodging, and to enlarge particu. . 
cularly on thoſe circumſtances which 
chagrined me moſt. His excellency, 
after having enjoyed his joke, orde 
me to accompany the Count de Lemos, 
who carried me to a jeweller's houſe, 
where we choſe jewels, which we ſhew- 
ed to the prince for his approbation ; 
and which being 'afterwards entruſte 
to me, in order to be preſented to Ca- 
talina, I went home for two thouſand 
iſtoles of the duke's money, with which 
I aid the merchant. - . 
t is a queſtion hot to be aſked} if 
I was kindly received nagt night by 
the ladies, when I exhibired the _ 
ſents of my embaſſy, conſiſting of an 
handſome ring deſigned for the aunt, 
and a pair of ear-rings for the niece. 
Charmed with theſe marks of the 
prince's love and generoſity, they be- 
an to prattle like two goſlips, 
thanked me for having procured for 
them ſuch a valuable acquaintance. 
They forgot themſelves in the excyſs 
of their joy, and ſome words eſcaped 
them, which made me ſuſpect that I 
had introduced a mere gipſey to our 
reat monarch's ſon; but that I might 
now preciſely whether or not I had 
rformed this fine maſter-piece, I went 
ome, reſolved to come to an explana- 
tion with Scipio. | 
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Catalina's real character. The perplexity 
and unea ſineſi of Gil Blas. The precau- 
"tion he was obliged to take for his own | 


1 quret. 


-JUST as I entered my own houſe, I 
heard a great noiſe ; and enquiring 
into the cauſe, was told, Scipio that 
ening treated half a dozen of his 
Trends who ſang full throat, and fre- 
uently broke out in loud fits of laughter; 
FA that aſſuredly this repaſt could not 
be properly ſtyled the banquet of the 
Sn Wiſe Men. , 

The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed of 
my arrival, ſaid to the company, Gen- 
« tlemen, 'tis only my maſter come 
© home : be not diſturbed, but continue 
your mirth; I wal go and ſpeak two 
* words to him, and rejoin, you in a 
é twinkling.* . 60 ſaying, be came to 
my apartment. * What a hubbub is 
© this?* ſaid I; © what ſort of people 
© are thoſe you entertain below? are 
© they poets ?*—* No, indeed, Sir, it you 
«© pleaſe,” he replied ; * it were pity to 
f bello your wine on ſuch company. 
© I make a better uſe of it. There is 
© among my gueſts a very rich young 
4 fellow, who wants for his money an 
© employment by your intereſt; and for 
© him alone I give this entertainment : 
at every draught he drinks I raiſe the 
© gratification you are to receive ten 
c piſtoles, and will make him drink till 
day. If that be the caſe,” I replied, 
© go back to thy friends, and don't ſpare 
© the wine in my cellar.” 

+ Iidid not think this a 82 ſeaſon 
to talk with him about Catalina; but 
next morning, when I got up, I ſpoke 
to him in this manner; Friend. Sci- 
pic, thou knoweſt how we live toge- 
ther zol treat thee more like a com- 
« rade»than a domeſtick; and of con- 
«ſequence thou wilt be to blame in de- 
#.ceiving me as a maſter, Let us then 
4 Iny aſide all reſerve with gne another, 
will tell thee ſomething that will 
NA ſuyprize thee, , and thou ſhalt diſcloſe 
fo me thy real ſentiments of thoſe two 
women with whom thou haſt made me 
«/acquainted,. Between thee and me, I 
« ſufpe&.them to be two artful puſſes, 
s cunning in proportion to the ſimpli- 
city which they affect. If my opinion 
f. does them juſtice, the prince of Spain 
© has no great cauſe to be well pleaſed 


with me; for I confeſs it was for him 


that I wanted a miſtreſs. I accord- 
ingly carried him to Catalina's houſe, 
and he is becoine paſſionately fond of 


her. Signor, anſwered Scipio, 1 
am too well uſed by you, to be want- 
ing in ſincerity with my maſter. I 
had yeſterday a private converſation 
© with the maid of theſe two princeſſes, 
and ſhe related their hiſtory, which 
sto me. ſeemed very diverting. - Vou 
© ſhall hear it in two words. 
Catalina is daughter to a poor gen- 
* tleman of Arragon, and finding her- 
« ſelf, at the age of fifteen, an orphan, 
das handſome as poor, liſtened to an 
© old commander, who conducted her 
to Toledo, where he died in fix 
months, after having ſerved. as a pa- 
© rent rather than a huſband to hex. 
She ſecured his fortune, conſiſtin of 


„ 


* the ladies being diſguſted, haſtily a- 
* bandoned Toledo through vexation, 
and ſettled in Madrid, where they 
© have lived about two years, without 
* viliting any perſon in the neighbour- 
© hood. it the beſt circumſtance o 
* the ſtory is this; they have hired twg 
* ſmall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall, 
having in the cellar a ſtair, of commu- 
* nication from the one to the other, 
* Signiora Mencia lives with a. young 
* maid-fervant in one of theſe houſes, 
* and the commander's, widow poſſeſſes 
* the other, with an old duenna, who 
* paſſes for her grandmother ; ſo that 
* our Arragonian is ſometimes a niece 
{ brought up by her aunt, and ſome, 
times a pupil under the wings of her 
* grandame. When ſhe acts the niece, 
* the is called Catalina; and when ſhe 
plays the cred. her name is 
Sirena.“ | 1 8 
At the name of Sirena, I grew pate; 
and jnterrupting Scipio, ſaid, What 


| do I hear! alas}, Lam afraid that this 


© curſed. Arragoniay is no other than 
4 the miſtreſs of Calierona,'—Trul 7 
he replied, * it is the ſame; I thoug 
this piece of news would have given 
you pleaſure.*—* Thou art very much 
* miſtaken,” anſwered I; I have more 
cauſe to be ſorry than rejoiced at it: 
* doſt thou not ſee the couſequences d“ 
No, in faith, reſumed Scipio; * what 
* miſchief can it produce? you are nat 
* ſare that Don Rodrigo will diſcover 
« what paſſes; and if you are afraid of 
his getting information, you have 


© nothing to do but prepoſſels the mi- 
, * « nilter 


_ rious 
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« niſter in your fayour, by telling him 
« candidly the whole affair. He will ſee 
your fincerity ; and if, after this, Cal- 
« derona ſhould attempt to do you an 
t ill office with his excellency, he will 
© perceive that his ſole deſign is to in- 
« jure you out of a ſpirit of revenge.” 
Scipio by this diſcourſe baniſhed my 
fear; and, reſolving to follow his ad- 
vice, I informed the Duke of Lerma 
of the diſcovery I had made. I even 
affected to tell it with a melancholy 
air, in order to perſuade him of my 
being mortified for having innocently 
introduced Don Rodrigo's. miſtreſs to 
rince. But the miniſter, far from 
pitying his favourite, laughed at the 
adventure, and bid me go on in my old 
way; jayin , that after all, it was glo- 
for Calderona to love the fame 
lady who had captivated the Prince of 
Spain, and to be as well received by 
her as his highneſs. 1 imparted it alſo 
to the Count de Lemos, who alſured me 
pf his protection, in caſe the firſt ſecre- 
ry ſhould diſcover the intrigue, and 
attempt to ruin mè with his grace. 
- Imagining that, by this precaution, 
1 had delivered the bark of my for- 
tune ſrom the dangerous ſhelyes that 
environed it, my fear vaniſhed. I ſtill 
accompanied the prince to the houſe of 
Catalina, (alias, the fair Sirena) who 
was artful enough to invent ſtratagems 
to keep Don Rodrigo from her em- 
braces, and to defraud him of thoſe 
nights which ſhe was obliged to beſtow 
on his illuſtrious rival. | 


Beg ee e 
Cel Blas continues to act the man of conſe + 
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| 
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guence. Hears news of his family, which 
male but ſmall impreſſion upon him, and 


quarrels with Fabricius, 


1 Have already obſerved, that in the 
morning my anti- chamber was 
uſually drouded with people who came 
ts make propoſals; ba I would not 
receive them vive voce; and, according 
to the cuſtom at court, or rather with 
a. view of exhibiting. my own im- 
portance, I ſaid to each ſolicitor, * Give 
in a memorial.“ I was ſo much uſed 
to this, that one day I anſwered in theſe 
words to my landlord, who came to put 
me in mind of a year's rent being due. 
As for my butcher and baker, they 


miſerable in the Afturias! 1 
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who imitated me fo cloſely," that the 
copy might be ſaid to come very near 
the original, behaved in the fame man- 
ner to thoſe who applied for his intereſt 
with me. I was guilty of another ridi- 
culous piece of vanity, which, I ny 
intend to excuſe. I was fouliſh enoug 

to talk of the grandees'as if T'had'been 
a man in their ſphere.” If (for — * 
had occalion to mention the Duke 

Alva, or the Duke of Medina Sidonia, 
I called them, without ceremony, Alva, 
and Medina Sidonia. In a word, I be- 
came ſo vain and haughty, that I was 
no longer my father's fon. Alas! poor 
duenna and uſher, I did not ſo much as 
enquire whether you were happy or 
1 did got 
even think of you! The court is like 
the river Lethe, in making us forget dur 
parents and friends, when they are uu 


der misfortunes. 5 


I no longer, therefore, remembered * 


my family; when one morning a young 
man came to my huuſe, an N 
to ſpeak with me in private, I carri 
him into my cloſet, where, without of- 
fering him a chair, becauſe he ſeemed 
to be a plebeian, I aſked what he 
wanted with me. How! Signior Gil 
© Blas?” faid he, *don't you remember 
me:“ In vain did 1 conlider him at- 
tentively: I was obliged to anſwer, that 
his features were entirely unknown. 
1 am,” he replied, one of your od 
© ſchool-fellows, a native of Oviedo, 
and ſon of Bertrand Muſcada the 
* grocer, your uncle the canon's neigh- 
* bour. I remember you very well; 
© we have played together a thouſan 
© times at Ciega Gallma.“ «“ 
© I have,“ ſaid I, but a confuſes 
* idea of the amuſements of my infancy : 
the buſineſs in which T have been 
* engaged, ſince hat time, has effaced 
them rom my memory.'—1 am come 
he reſumed, to Madrid, to fettle sc 
counts with my father'scortefpondentz 
© and 1 heard it ſaid, that you was on a 


14 
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© good footing at court, and already as 


rich as a jew. I congratulate you on 
* your good fortune; and will, at my 
© return into the cauntry, overwhelm 
* your family with joy, by telling them 
* ſuch an agreeable piece of news.?“ 
I could not, in common decency, for- 
bear aſking in what ſituation he had left 
my father, mother, and uncle; but this 


ſaved me the trouble of afking their | piece of duty 1 performed fo Were 
to 


memorials, which were always punctu- 


ally” delivered every month. Scipio, 


7? 


| 


that the grocer had no great reafon 
admire the foxce of blood. He ſeemed 


* 
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wh 
ſhocked at my indifference for thoſe who 
ought to have been ſo dear to me; and 
being a plain vulgar young fellow, ſaid 
bluntly, © I thought you had more ten- 
«* derneſs and ſenſibility for your rela- 
© tions. How coldly do you enquire 
© into their circumſtances! know, that 
your father and mother are ſtill at ſer- 
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| © and tranquil; at preſent, thou art in- 
- © ceſſantly agitated with project after 
project to enrich thyſelf; and the 
more wealth thou haſt got, the more 
' © wouldit thou amaſs. Beſides, let me 
* tell thee, thou no longer treateſl me 
with that effuſion of the heart, and 
freedom of behaviour, which are the 


—— 


me; 


ed accordingly. 


vice ; and the good canon Gil Perez, 


* burdened with old age and infirmities, 


* draws near his end. People ought to 
have ſome natural aftection ; and ſince 
« yon are in a condition to aſliſt your 
* parents, I adviſe you as a friend, to 


* fend two hundred piſtoles yearly for 


their ſupport ; by which means you 
* will make their life eaſy and happy, 
without any inconvenience to your- 
* elf.” Inſtead of being moved by the 
picture which he drew of my family, I 
was diſguſted with the liberty which he 
took in adviſing me, without being de- 
fired ſo to do. With a little more ad- 
dreſs perhaps he might have perſuaded 
nt his freedom had a contrary ef- 
ſect. He perceived my diſpleaſure by 
my ſilence; and continuing his exhor- 
tation with more malice than charity, 
made me loſe my patience entirely, 
* Oh, this is too muchl' cried Tina paſ- 
ſion; Go, Mr. Muſcada, and meddle 
* with your own concerns: it becomes 
* you well indeed to preſcribe to me! 1 
* know my duty, on this occaſion, bet- 
© ter than you can teach me.“ So ſay- 
ing, I puſhed the grocer out of my clo- 
ſet, and ſent him back to ſell pepper 
and cloves at Oviedo. What he laid, 
however, did not fail of having ſome 
effect: I reproached myſelt with hav- 
ing been an unnatural ſon, and was melt- 
I recalled the care they 
had taken of my infancy and education 
I conſidered the duty I owed to my pa- 
' rents; and my reflections were attend- 
ed with ſome tranſports of acknowledg. 
ment, which, however, came to no- 
thing: they were ſoon ſtifled by ingra= 
titude, and ſucceeded by profound obli- 
vien. There are many parents who 
have children of the ſame ſtamp. 
The avarice and ambition with which 
I was poſſe ſſed, entirely changed my diſ- 
poſition, I loſt all my gaiety, became 


abſent. and thoughtful; in a word, a 


miſerable animal. Fabricto, ſeeing me 
altogether bent on ſacrificing to For- 
rune, and very much detached from 
him, came but ſeldom to my houſe, 
where one day he could not help ſay- 
ing, * Dag Gil Blas, thou art grow- 
* ing out of my knowledge: before uy 
© coming to court, thou waſt always eaſy 


3 


— 


forgot themſelves as well as I did. 


* ſoul of friendſhip; on the contrary, 
* thou wrappeſt thyſelf up, and conceal- 
© eſt from me thy ſecret views; nay, I 
* can perceive conſtraint in all thy civi- 
* litigs towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas 
is not the ſame Gil Blas whom I for- 
* merly knew.“ | 

© You joke, ſure!” ſaid I, with an air 
of indifference ; * I can't perceive any 
change in myſelf.—“ Thy own eyes 
© are no judges,” anſwered he; they are 
© bewitched : believe me, thy metamor- 
* pholis is but too true. Speak ſincere- 
ly, my friend: Do thou and I live 
together as formerly? When I uſed 
to knock at thy door in the morning, 
thou cameſt in perſon to open it, very 
* often half aſleep; and I entered thy 
chamber without ceremony. Now, 
© behold the difference: thou art at- 
* tended by half a ſcore ot . 33 1 
© am obliged to wait in thy anti-cham- 
© ber, and fend in my name before I 
* can ſpeak with thee : then, how am I 
© received ! with a forced politeneſs, and 
* air of importance; ſo that my viſits 
© ſeem tedious and tireſome. Doſt thun 
think ſuch a reception can be agreea- 
* ble to one who' has lived with thee on 
the footing of a comrade? No, San- 
© tillane, no; I can't put up with it. 
« Farewel ! Let us part friends, and get 
* rid of one another : thou of one who 
* cenſures thy behaviour, and I of a rich 
* upſtart who has forgot himſelf.” 

I tound myſelf more irritated than 
reclaimed by his reproaches, and let 
him go without making the leaſt effort 
to detain him. In my opinion, at = 
time, the friendſhip of a poet was | 
of ſuch value as that I ſhould be afflicted 
at the loſs of it: I found abundance bf 
conſolation in the acquaintance of ſome 
{mall officers of the king, to whom of 
late I was ſtrictly connected by a fimi- 


litude of diſpoſition. The greateſt part 


of theſe new companions were people 
who ſprung 1 knew not whence, and 
arrived at their poſts merely by the 
happy influence of their ſtars” 
had already made their fortunes; 
the wretches aſcribing to thei 

rit the wealth which had h beaped 
upon them by the boantye 


e 
looked 


— 
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able perſohages. ' O Fortune! how are 
thy favours uſually diſpenſed! The 
Stoick Epictetus was certainly in the 


—_— 


Kaz 


BOOK IX. | 
| * will ſet this negociation on foot ; and 


CHAP. I. 


Scipio adorſes Gil Blas to « Propoſes + 
2 of a rich and noted gold - 
ſmith for his wife : the ſteps which were 
talen in conſequence of this advice. 


INE evening, after the company 
which had ſupped with me was 
gone, ſeeing myſelf alone with Scipio, I 
aſked what he had done that day. * A 
© maſter-piece!” he replied: I intend to 
© have you married to the only daughter 
* of a goldſmith of my acquaintance,'— 
© The daughter of a "mer 4 cried 
T, with an air of diſdain ; * haſt thou 
© loſt thy ſenſes? how canſt thou pro- 
8 2 a wife from the city? One who 
* has. certainly merit, and is on a ſure 
© footing at court, ought to entertain 
©more elevated views, methinks.'— 
How, Sir!” replied Scipio; * ſure you 
© are not in earneſt: conſider that the 
© male alone ennobles; and be not more 
delicate than a thouſand noblemen, 
* whoſe names I could mention. Do 
© you know that the heireſs in queſtion 
is worth an hundred thouſand dueats ? 
© Is not this a fine morſel of plate?” 
When 1 heard him talk of ſuch «a round 
ſum, I became more tractable. * 1 
« yield," ſaid 1 to my ſecretary; the 
© dowry determines me: when ſhall I 
touch it ??—* Softly, Sir,“ he replied; 
© a little patience: I muſt firſt com- 
© municate the propoſal to her father, 
* and obtain his conſent.” — Good ' 
ſaid I, laughing heartily : are you ſtill 
© thereabouts? 1 find the marriage is far 
4 advanced.*—* Farther than you ima- 
* gine,” anſwered he; I want only an 
© hour's converſation with the gold- 
* {mith, and will anſwer for his con- 
* ſent. But before we proceed, let us 
come to a compolition, if you pleaſe. 
« Suppoſe I procure for you thoſe hun- 
* dred thoufand ducats, how many will 
fall to my ſhare?” — © Twenty thou- 
* fand,” I replied. * Heaven be praiſed!” 


_— 


———— 


looked ; 09 ourſelves as very reſpett. | 


+ing 
© ſhall have his daughter, with an hun- 


right, when he compared thee to a 
youn ' 


lady of faſhion who proſtitutes 
herſelf to the embraces of footmen. *, 


© you may depend upon it's ſucceſs; 
© otherwiſe 1 am but an aſs.“ In effect. 


| two days after, he faid, * I have ſpoke 


© to Signior Gabriel Salero the gold. 
© \mith, and have extolled your credit 
and your merit ſo much, that he liſten. 
ed to the propoſal I made of accept- 
you for a ſon-in-law; and you 


« dred thouſand ducats, provided you 

© can make it plainly appear that yon 

dare in favour with the miniſter.%— 

© Tf that be the caſe,* anſwered I to 

Scipio; * I ſhall be married very ſoon: 

© but, nh = haſt thou ſeen the girl: 

© is ſhe handſome ?'—* Not ſo handſome 

© as the dowry,“ ſaid he: * between you 

© and me, this rich heireſs is not a ve 

© beautiful creature ; bur, luckily, that 

© you don't mind.“ — No, faith, my 

* child,” ſaid I; * we courtiers only mar. 

* ry for the ſake of marrying, and look ' 

for beauty no where but in the wives 

© of our friends. If it happens to centre 

© in our own, we take ſo little notice of 

© it, that it is but juſt in them to puniſh 

© ns for our neglect.” | 
This is not all,“ reſumed Scipio; 

© Signior Gabriel invites you to fu 

© to-night; and we have agreed, * 


you ſhall not talk of marriage. There 


«© will be ſeveral merchants of his ar- 
© quaintance preſent at the entertain- 
* ment, where you ſhall appear only as 
© a ſimple gueſt ; and to-morrow he will 
' ſup with you in the ſame manner. By 
this you may ſee that he wants to ſtud 

© your temper, before he proceeds; 2 
© that you mult be upon your guard be. 
fore him.“ Zooks?' ſaid I, with an 
air of confidence; let him examine me 
© as narrowly as he pleaſes ; I will loſe 
* nothing by his ſcrutiny.? 

All this was punQually executed: I 
repaired to the hquſe of the goldſmith, 
who received mt as familiarly as if we 
had already viſited one another ſeveral 


7 


ſaid he; I limit the acknowledgment | times. He was an honeſt citizen, polite 
" to ten thouſand ; for once, you are | hafta r*, as the ſaying is. He in- 
more generous than I. To-morrow I | trod me to Signiora Eugenia his 


= C 
Even to edſtinacy 
* 


wife, 
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wife, and young Gabriela his daughter, 
to whom 1 paid abundance of compli- 


ments, without infringing the treaty, 


1 ſaid a great many nothings, in very 
% W 


ſpecious words, according to the cul- 

tom of courtiers. 

Gabriela (no difparagement to my ſe- 

cretary) appeared not at all difagree- 

able ; whether on account of her being 

richly dreſſed, or that I looked upon her 

through the dowry, I know not. What. 
a fine houſe did Signior Gabriel poſſeſs! 

I believe there was more ſilver in it than 

in all the mines of Peru; that metal 
preſented itſelf to the view in all cor- 

ners, under a thouſand different ſhapes. 

Every room, and that in particular 

where we ſupped, was a perfect trea- 

ſure. What a noble ſpeCtacle was this 

for the eyes of a ſon-in-law! The old 
man, that he might do the greater ho- 

.nour to his entertainment, had aſſem- 
bled. five or fix merchants, perſons e- 

qually grave and tedious: they ſpoke 

of nothing but commerce ; and their 

diſcourſe might have been called a con- 
ference of factors, rather than the con- 
verſation of friends at ſupper, 

Next night I treated my goldſmith 
in my turn; and as it was not in my 
power to dazzle him with plate, had re- 
courſe to an illuſion of a different kind. 
I invited to ſupper thoſe of my friends“ 
who made the beſt figure at court, 
and whom I knew ro be ambitious fel- 
lows, who fet no bounds to their de- 
fires. Theſe people talked of nothing 
but pomp, of ſplendid and lucrative 
poſts to which they. aſpired ; and this 
[had it's effect: the citizen Gabriel, con- 
founded by their grand ideas, found 


_ himſelf in ſpite of his wealth, a mean 


mortal in compariſon of theſe gentle- 
men. As for my own part, affecting 
the man of moderation, 1 ſaid I would. 
be contented with a middling fortune ; 
twenty thouſand. ducats a year, or ſo. 
Upon which, theſe greedy hunters of 
honour and riches cried, I was in the 


wrong: and that a man who (like me) 


was beloved by the prime - miniſter, 
ought not to reſtrict himſelf to ſuch a 
trifle, The father-in-law Joſt not a ſyl- 
lable of what was ſaid, and I thought 
I obſerved him very well ſatisfied when 
he retired. N | 

Scipio did not fail to viſit him next 
morning, and aſk if he was pleafed with | 
my behaviour: I am, charmed with 
it!“ replied the citizen; © the young | 
man has won my heart, But, Signior 


ly. We have all our different foibles, 
as yon know; tell me that of Signior 
* Santillane: is he a gameſter ?.is. he a 
Crake ? What is his vicious inclination? 
© Pray, don't conceal it.'—* You affront 
me, Signior. Gabriel, by aſking ſuch a 
« queſtion, replied the mediator : * 

© am not ſo much in my maſter's intereſts _ 
© as in yours. If he had any bad qua- 

© lity, capable of making your daugh. 
© ter unhappy, do you think I would 
© have propoſed him to you for a ſon- 

© jn-law ?- No, faith! 1 ap too much 

© your humble ſervant. But, between 
© you and me, I know no other fault 
in him, but that of having no fault. 
© He is too modeſt for a young man.“ 
* So much the better,” crigd the gold. 
ſmith; 4 I am glad of it. Go, friend, 
© aſſure him that he ſhall have my 
daughter, whom I would beſtow up- 
© on him, even if he was not beloved 
by t the miniſter. ” 

My ſecretary had no ſooner informed 
me of this converſation, than I haſtened 
to Salero's houſe, to thank him for his 
condeſcenſion. He had already declared 
his pleaſure to his wite and daughter, 
who gave me to underſtand, by their 
behaviour towards me, that they ſub. 
mitted to his will without reluctance. 
I carried my father-in-law, and pre- 
ſented him to the Duke of Lerma, to 
whom I had imparted the affair the 
preceding evening. His excellency re- 
ceived him very courteouſly, and af- 
ſured him, that he was very glad he 
had choſen, for his ſon-in-law, a man 
tor whom he had ſo much regard, and 
whom he intended to advance. He then 
enlarged upon my good qualities; and, 
in ſhort, ſpoke ſo well of me, that ho- 
neſt Gabriel thought he had. met in 
my worſhip one of the beſt matches in 
Spain. He was ſo overjoyed, that ,the 
tear ſtood in his eye: he claſped me in 
his arms at parting, and ſaid, My ſon, 
I am ſo impatient to ſee you Gabriela's 
© hufband, that you ſhall be married in 
* eight days at fartheſt,” 


C HAP. II. 


Gil Blas, by accident, remembers Don A 
phonſo de Leyva, and does him à piece 
of ſervice out of vanity, © © 


HE order of my | hiſtory requires, 
that I ſhould leave my marriage for 
a moment, to recount the ſervice which 
I did to Don Alphonſo, my old maſter, 


* 


Scipio, added he, I conjure you, by | 
our old acquaintance, to ſpeak ſincere. 


* 


whom I had entirely ſaneen n pow 
that I remembered him on this occaſion. 


The government of the city of Valencia 


became 


therefore, to the Duke of Lerma, I 
told him that I had been fleward to 


Don Cæſar de Leyva and his fon ; and 
that having all the reaſon in the world 


to love them, 1 took the liberty to beg 
the government of Valencia for either 
the one or the other. The miniſter an- 


ſwered, © With all my heart, Gil Blas; 


J love to fee thee grateful and gene- 
* rous. Beſides, 1 eſteem the family 
thou ſpeakeſt of; the Leyva's have 
been always good ſervants to the king, 
and well deſerve that place. Thou 
« mayeſt diſpoſe of it at thy own plea- 
« ſure: 1 give it thee for a nuptial 
« preſent.” 6h. © | 
Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, 1 t, 
without loſs of time, and deſired Cal- 
derona to make out letters-patent for 
Don Alphonſs. There 1 found a ou 
number of people attending, in reſpect- 
ful ſilence, until Rodrigo ſhould give 
them audience; and preſſing through 
the crowd, I preſented mylelf at the 
door of his cloſet, which was immedi- 
ately opened, and diſplayed a multitude 
of knights, commanders, and other 
ple of conſequence, whom Caldero- 

na heard in their turns, His difcerent 
behaviour to different people was very 
remarkable: he received ſome with a 
flight inclination of his head only; others 
he honoured with a bow, and conducted 
them to his cloſet-door. He put (to 
uſe the expreſlion) different ſhades of 
conſideration in the civilities he ſhewed. 
On one hand, 1 perceived ſome cava- 
liers, who, ſhocked at the little regard 
he paid to them, curſed in their hearts 
the neceſſity that compelled them to 
cringe to ſuch a fellow. On the con- 
trary, I obſerved others, who laughed 
within themſelves at his ridiculous and 
ſelf-ſufficient deportment. Though 1 
made all theſe fine obſervations, I was 
not capable of profiting by them; for 1 
behaved at home juſt in the ſame man- 
ner, and little minded whether my 
haughty carriage was blamed or ap- 
proved, provided it commanded reſpect. 
Don Rodrigo having, by chance, caſt 
his eyes upon me, haſtily quitted a gen- 


= No, v2, 


* Zuniga, one of the moſt 


rprized me 

not a little. Ah, my dear colleague !” 

cried he; what affair procures me the 

« pleaſure of ſeeing you here? Is there 

- . in which I can ſerve you!“ 
t 


be 
done by the fame hour next day. He 
did not limit his 2 to, this, but 
conducted me as far as the door of his 


anti-chamber, where he never uſed to 


go except with grandees, andsthere em- 


braced me anew. 
* What is the meaning of all this ci- 
* vility ?*- ſaid I to myſelt, going out; 
* what can it forebode? Sure Calde- 
* rona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he 
* is defirous of gaining my friendſhip ; 
* or, feeling his favour on the decline, 
© cultivates me with a view of engagin 
* my interceffion with our patron in bis 
behalf.“ I did not know which of theſe 
conjectures I ſhould adopt. Next day, 
when I returned, he treated me in the 
ſame manner, loading me with civility 
and careſſes. True, indeed, he bated a 
great deal of that politeneſs in his re- 
ception of other people who came to 
ſpeak with him. He was blunt with 
| ſome, cold with others, and diſobliging 
to every body: but all-of them were 


which happened, and which I ought not 
to paſs over in. ſilence. "This Will be 
an advice to the reader, for thoſe clerks 
and ſecretaries who ſhall read it. 

A man in a very plain dreſs, and who 
did not at all appear what he was, ap- 
proached Calderona, and ſpoke to hitn 
of a certain memorial, which he ſaid he 
had preſented to the Duke of Lerma. 
Don Rodrigo, who did not even look 
at the cavalier, ſaid to him, in a ſurly 
tone, What is your name, friend? 
vas called Francillo in my infancy,” 
rephed the cavalier, very 17 © finee 
*that time I have had the appellation 
* of Don Franciſco de Zuniga “; and, 
at preſent, = name is the Count de 
Pedroſo.“ alderona, aſtoniſhed at 
theſe words, and finding that he had to 
do with a man of the firſt quality, endea- 


ſaid he to the count, I beg pardon, if 
not knowing you— © I want none of 
thy excuſes,” ſaid Francillo, with diſ- 
dain; * I deſpiſe thy apologies as much 
| * as thy incivility. Know, that a mi- 


ancient families of Caſtile. 2 
Ii © niſter 


ſufficiently revenged by an adventure 


him the cauſe of my viſit; and 
he aſſured me in the moſt oblijging 
terms, that what I wanted ſhould 


voured to excuſe himſelf. * Sjgnior,* 
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—— 


Thou maye 
'« enough to look upon thyſelf as thy 


niſter's ſecretary ought to receive” all 
* ſorts of . with good manners. 
„if thou wilt, be vain 


© maſter's deputy; but don't forget that 
thou art only his valetr _ 

Though the haughty Don 
was very much mortiſied at this inci- 
dent, he did not become a whit more 


affable. As for my part, I marked 


this ſtroke, and reſolved to take care 


how I behaved to people in giving au- 
dience, and never to be inſolent but 
with mutes. As Don Alphonſo's pa- 


tent was expedited, 1 carried it away, 


and ſent it by an expreſs to that young 
nobleman, with a letter from the Duke 
of Lerma, in which his excellency in- 
formed him, that the king had named 


him to the government of Valencia“. 


1 took no notice of the ſhare I had 


in this nomination; I would not even 


write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope 
of telling him by word of mouth, and 
of ſurprizing him agreeably, when he 


ſhould come to court, to take the oaths 


for his employment. 


"CHAP. III. 


Ne preparations for the marriage of Gil 


Blas, and the great event that rendered 


them uſeleſs. 


E T us return to my fair Gabriela, 
whom 1 was to marry in eight days. 


- Both parties prepared for the ceremony ; 
Salero took off rich cloaths for the bride; 


and I hired a chambermgid, a page, and 
an old ſquire for her attendants. 
this was ordered by Scipio, who waited 


more impatiently than 1 for the day on 


which the dowry was to be paid. 
On the evening preceding that day ſo 
much delired; 1 ſupped at the houſe of 


my father-in-law, with. uncles, aunts, 


male and female coulins, and played 


the part of an hypocritical ſon-in-law to 


like obſervations I patiently 


great perfection. I ſhewed great reſpect 
to the gold ſmith and his wife, acted the 

aſlionate lover to, Gabriela, and be- 

aved very courteouſly to the whole 
family, to whoſe flat diſcourſe and cit- 
liſtened. 
Accordingly, at the price of my — 
ence, I had the good iortune to pleaſe 


THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OH 


Rodrigo | 


All 


all the relations, There was not one 


among them who did not ſeem glad of 
my alliance. 33 

The repaſt being ended, the com- 
pany removed into à great hall, where 
we were regaled with a concert of vocal 
and inſtrumental mutick, which was 
not ill executed, altheugh they had 
not choſen the beſt hands in Madrid. 
Several gay airs, with which our ears 
were agreeably entertained, put us all 
in ſuch good-humour, that: we began 
to form country-dances. God knows 
how we performed, fince I was taken 
for a diſciple of Terpſichore; though I 
had no other principles of that art than 
two or three leſſons which I received 
from a coxcomb of à dancing- maſter, 
who came to teach the pages when I 
lived with the Marchioneſs of Chaves. 
After we had ſufficiently diverted our- 
ſelves, it being time for each to think 
of retiring, I was very prodigal of my 
hugs and bows. * Adieu, my ſon l' ſaid 
Salero embracing me; * I will wait on 
* yon to - morrow morning with the 
* dbwry in good gold,'—+* My dear 
father!“ I replied, © you ſhall be very 


4 © welcome.” Then wiſhing the family 


good night, I got into the coach that 
waited for me at the gate, and drove 
homewards. 

I was ſcarce two hundred paces from 
Signior Gabriel's houſe, when fifteen or 
twenty men, ſome a horſeback, others 
a-foot, armed with ſwords and car- 
bines, ſurrounded the coach, and ſtop- 
ped it, crying, „In the king's name l' 
They made me come out in a hurry, 
and threw me into a poſt-chaiſe, where 
the chief of theſe cavaliers mounting 
along with me, bid the driver proceed 
for Segovia. I ſoon gueſſed that my 
tellow-traveller was an honeſt alguazil, 
whom I queſtioned about the canſe of 
my tmpriſonment,- But he anſwered , 


in the uſual tone of thuſe gentlemen, 


that is, in a brutal manner, that he was 
not obliged to tell me any thing of the 
matter. I obſerved, that perhaps he 
might be miſtaken in his man. No, 
no,“ ſaid he, I know my buſineſs bet. 
*ter. You are Signior de Santillane; 
* and you I have orders to conduct to 


© the; place for which we are bound.“ 


* Valencia, the capital of the kingdom of the: ſame name, on the river Turio. It is the 

'. ſeg,of an archbiſhop, and has an univerſity. Trade and manufactures flouriſh here ; the prin- 

" eipal of the latter is that of filk, which the women and children ſpin before. their houſes. 

| They export large quantities of wine, oil, and fruit; and the inhabitants have an eaſy and 

* agreeable converlation, without any of that Giffneſs obſervable in the reſt of Spain; and, on 

"the whole, the place is fo agrerable as to have obtained the name of Yalencia' la bermoſa 3 
Valencia the beautiful. 


* 
L 7 * 


Having 
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aving nothing to reply, I reſolved to 
Nr yu — 4 — all the 
reſt of the night, along Mauganarez, 
in profound ſilence, changed horſes at 
Colmenar, and arrived in the evening 
at Segovia“, where 1 was locked up in 


the tower. 7 
The treatment of Gil Blas in the tower f 
Segovia, and the manner in which le 
learned the cauſe of his impriſenment. 
22 began wich putting me into 
a dungeon, where I was left upon 
ſtraw, like a malefactor worthy of death. 
Here I paſſed the night, not in deplor- 
ing my condition, for as yet. I had not 
rceived the whole, of my misfortune, 
— talking my remembrance to find 
out, the cauſe of. my impriſonment. 1 
did not doubt that it was the work of 
Calderona; nevertheleſs, though 1 ſuſ- 
pected that he had diſcovered the whole, 
I could not conceive. how he had pre- 
vailed upon the Duke of Lerma to treat 
me ſo cruelly, Sometimes I imagined 
that I had been arreſted without the 
knowledge of his excellency ; and ſome- 
times I thought-that he himſelf was the 
cauſe of my misfortune, tor ſome poli- 
tical reaſons that often induce miniſters 
to uſe their favourites in this manner. 
I was ſtrongly agitated by theſe dif- 
ferent conjectures, when the light of 
day, penetrating through a little grate, 
prelented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was, I then grieved 
without moderation, and my eyes be- 
came two ſources of tears, which the 
remembrance of my proſperity render- 
ed incxhauſtible., While 1 abandoned 
mylelt to my ſorrow, a turnkey, came 
into my dungeon, with a loat and a 
pitcher of water, for the day's. allow - 
ance. He looked at me, and obſerv- 
ing that my face was bathed in tears, 
gaoler as he was, felt an emotion of 
pity, © Signior Priſoner,“ ſaid he, don't 
* deſpair ; you muſt not be ſo ſenſible 
* of the viciſſitudes of life; you are 
young, and will ſee better days. Mean- 
* while, eat the king's allowance with 
* 4 good grace.“ 2 15 
My comforter went out when he had 
pronounced theſe words, to which I 
made no anfwer but by groans and Ja- 


* 
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mentations, I ſpent the whole day iu 


curſing my fate, without thinking of 
doing honour to my proviſion, Which, 
to me, in my preſent ſituation, ſeemed 
not ſo much 'a preſent of the king's 
bounty, as the effect of his rage; 'fince 
it ſerved rather to prolong than aſſunge 
the pains of the unhappy, * N 
Night, in the mean time, arrived, 
and immediately a great noiſe of-keys 
attracted my attention. The door of m 
dungeon opened; and a moment after, ' 
a man entering with a candle Tit his 
hand, approached me, faying, * Signior* 
* Gil Blas, behold one of your old” 
friends. I am that Don Andrea de 
Tordeſillas who lived with you at 

Grenada, and was gentleman to the 

© archbiſhop, while you was in favour” 
with that prelate. You deſired him, 
if you may remember, to employ his 
credit in my behalf, and by his intereſt 

I was named for an employment in 
Mexico: but, inſtead of embarking 
for the Indies, I ſtopped in the city of 
* Alicant, where I married the daughter 
© of him who commanded the caſtle, 

and by a train of adventures which 1 

© ſhall recount by and by, I am now 

become keeper of the tower of Sego- 

© via. I have expreſs orders to keep 
© you from the ſpeech of every living ' 
© ſoul, to make vou lie upon ſtraw, an 

© live upon bread and water only. But 

© | have too much humanity not to pity 
© your misfortune : beſides, your have 
done me ſervice; and my gratitude 
« prevails over the orders which I have 

© received. Far from being the in- 


« ſtrument of that cruelty which they 
would exerciſe upon you, I intend'to 


© ſoftens the rigour of your fate. Get 
Sup, and follow me“ 
Although Mr. Keeper well deſerveq + 


my thanks, my; underſtanding was ſo 
much diſturbed, that I could not anſwer 
one word. 1 did not fail, however, to 
follow him, through a court, and up à 
narrow ſtair, to a {mail room, quite a- 
top ot the tower. I was not a linfle ſur- 
prized, when I entered this chamber, ta 
ſee two lights burning in brazen” can- 
dleſticks, and-two handſome covers on a 
table. * The victuals will be preſently 
brought,“ ſaid Tordeſillas; and we 
« will ſup here together. I have deſ- 
© tined this retreat for your lodging; 
© where you will live much more com- 


* fortably than in your dungeon. Vou 
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* Segovia, a City of old Caftile in Spain, fituated on the River Trio, over which is a noble 


The principal 


aqueduct built by Trajan 
the beſt in all Spain. 
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pu of Spain is fixed in this city; and the woolen 
It is 


encompaſſed with ſtrong walls, adorned. wi 


Here is alſo a famous uniyerfity and biſhoprick. It lies thirty-five miles * — 
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© will ſee from your window the flowery 
* banks of the Erema, and the delightful 
valley which extends from the feet of 
* the mountains that ſeparate the two 
Caſtiles, as far as Coca. I know that 
© at firſt you will not be very ſenſible of 
* ſuch a fine proſpect; but when the 
violence of your grief ſhall be mel- 
© lowed by time into a ſoft melancholy, 
© you will take pleaſure in making an 


- © excurſion with your eyes over ſuch 


« agreeable objects. Beſides, you may 
© be aſſured of being well- provided in 


© linen, and other neceſſaries befiting a 


* gentleman of delicacy and taſte. 
* Moreover, you ſhall have a good bed, 
© comfortable diet, and be furniſhed 
« with as many books as you chuſe to 
* read. Ina word, you ſhall be as well 
© treated as a priſoner can be. 

Finding myſelf a little eaſed by ſuch 
obliging offers, I took courage, gave my 

aoler a thouſand thanks, told him that 

e recalled me to life by his generous 
behaviour, and that I wiſhed I might 
ever again have an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing m; gratitude. ' /* And why not have 
« an opportunity?” he replied. «4 Do 
you think you have loſt: your liberty 
© for ever? You are miſtaken; and ! 
© dare aſſure you, that you will be quit 
© for a few months impriſonment.— 
© What ſay you, Signior Don Andrea!“ 
cried I ; it ſeems then you know the 
« cauſe of my misfortune.'—* I confeſs,” 
ſaid he, I am not ignorant of the at- 
fair. The alguazil, who brought you 
© hither, imparted the ſecret to me; and 
© I ſhall now reveal it. 

© Hetold me that the king, being in- 
© formed of your having, in concert 
« with the Count de Lemos, carried the 
Prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſu- 
« {pected lady, had, to puniſh you both, 
£ exiled the count, and ſent you to the 
« tower of Segovia, to be treated with 
all the rigour which you have expe- 
« rienced ſince your arrival.'—* And 
c how,“ ſaid I, did this aftair come to 
the knowledge of the king? it is that 
« circumſtance in particular of which 1 
want to be informed. —“ And that 
* circumſtance,” he replied, * is what I 
could not learn from the alguazil, who 
in all likelihood is himſelf ignorant of 
£ the matter.” 

Here our converſation was interrupt- 
ed by the entrance of ſeveral valets, 
who brought up ſupper. They put 
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upon the table ſome bread; two cups, 
— bottles, and three large diſhes, in 
one of which there was a ragout of a 
hare, with plenty of onions, oil, and 
ſaffron; an olla podrida® in another 
and the third contained a turkey-pow 
on a marmalade of berengena . en 
Tordeſillas ſaw that we had every thing 
we wanted, he ſent away his ſervants, 
not caring that they ſhould oyerhear our 
diſcourſe; and having locked the door, 
we ſat down at table oppoſite to one ano- 
ther. Let us begin,“ fad he, with 
* what is moſt needful. You muſt have 
a good apperite, after a faſt of two 
days.“ So ſaying, he loaded my plate 
with victuals, 1magining that he ſerve 
one half ſtarved ; and really he had rea- 
ſon to think I would ſtuff myſelf with 
his ragouts. Nevertheleſs, I balked 
his ex pectation ; and how much foever' 
my condition required food, 1 could not 
ſwallow a morſel; ſo much did I take to 
heart my preſent ſituation. To diſpel, 
the cruel images Which inceſſautly af- 
flicted me, my keeper in vain exhorted 
me to drink, by extolling the excellen- 
cy of his wine. Had he given me nec- 
tar, I ſhould have drank it without plea- 
ſure at that time. He perceived my 
chagrin, and changing his battery, be- 
gan to recount, in a pleaſant manner, 
the hiſtory of his own marriage. But I 
heard his narration with ſuch abſence of 
thought, that, when it was ended, I 
could not have repeated one word of 
what he ſaid. He concluded, that he 
undertook too much, in attempting to 
divert my ſorrow that evening; and 
when ſupper was over, got up, faying, 
«© Signior de Santillane, I will leave you 
to your repoſe, or rather, to muſe 3 
* leiſure upon your misfortune. But, 

© repeat it again, it will not be of long 
duration: the king is naturally good; 
« when his wrath ſublides, and he ſhall 
reflect upon the deplorable ſituation 
ein which he believes you to be, he 
© will think you ſufficiently puniſhed.” 
So ſaying, Mr. Keeper went down ſtairs, 
and ſent up his ſervants to uncover the 
table. They carried off every thing, 
even to the candles, and I went to bed 
by the melancholy light of a lamp that 
was fixed to the wall, 


CHAP. V. 
His re flections before he went to fleep, and 


1 599 account of the noiſe that waked him, 


Olla podrida, à diſh compoſed of all ſorts of food, 
+ Berengena, a fruit growing likt a cucumber, and uſed like French beaps, wit h mutton, &c. 
peut 
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Spent two hours at leaſt in reflect. 


ing upon what Tordefillas had told 
me. *1 am confined here then,” faid 1 
to myſelf, * for having contributed to 
the pleaſures' of the heir-apparent. 
How imprudent was I, in doing ſer- 
« yices of that kind to ſo young a prince; 
for his tender years alone make me 
« guilty! Had he been in a more ad- 
vanced age, the king would, perhaps, 
have laughed at that which now in- 


s cenſes him ſo much. But who can 


have given ſuch a piece of information 
5 to that monarch, without fearing the 
« reſentment of the prince, or that of the 
Duke of Lerma, who will, doubtleſs, 
revenge his nephew the Count de Le- 
* mos? How then has the king diſcover- 
© edit? thatI cannot comprehend.? 
Hither "y doubts. always returned. 
The idea, 
moſt, that drove me to deſpair, and 
from which my mind could not detach 
itſelf, was the pillage to which 1 con- 
cluded my effects had been abandoned. 
« My ſtrong box l' cried I; © my dear 
© riches, what is become of you! into 
« whoſe hands are you fallen? Alas! 1 
© have loſt you, even in leſs time than 
that in which you were amaſſed ' 1 
painted to myſelf the diſorder that muſt 
then reign in my houſe; and, on that 
ſubject, made reflections, every one 
more melancholy than another. The 
confuſion of ſo many different thoughts 
threw me into an oppreſſion that became 
favourable ; and ſleep, which had avoid- 
ed me the * night, ſhed his in- 
fluence over my ſenſes. To this the 
oodneſs of the bed, the fatigue which 
had undergone, as well as the apours 
of the victuals and wine, contributed. 
I enjoyed a profound fleep; and, pro- 
bably, the day would have ſurpriz- 
ed me in this condition, had 1 not 
been waked all of a ſudden by a noiſe 
extraordinary for a priſon. I 


rett 
— the ſound of a guittar, accumpa- - 


nied with a man's voice. I liſtened 
with- attention, and, hearing no more, 
believed it was a dream : but, in a mo- 
ment, my ear was ſtruck again with the 
ſound of the inſtrument, and the ſame 
voice, which ſung the following verſes. 


Ay de mi ! wn ano felice 
Parece un w_- li gero: 
Pero fin dicha wn inflante 
&t Iglo te torments *. 


owever, that afflicted me 


— 
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My ſorrow was increaſed by this 
couplet, which ſeemed to have; been 
made on purpoſe for me. l have but 
too well experienced the truth of theſe 
words,“ ſaid 1: * methinks the ſeaſon 
of my proſperity paſſed away very ſoon, 
© and that I have been already a whole 
© age in priſon.“ I relapſed into a ter- 
rible reverie, and began in to de- 
plore my fate, as if I had Ry — pleaſure 
in the taſk, My lamentations, how- 
ever, ended with the night; and the firſt 
rays of the fun, with which my cham- 
ber was enlightened, a little calmed my 
diſquiet. I got up to air my room, 
opening the window, and ſurveyed the 
country, of which I remembered Mr. 
Keeper had given ſuch a fine deſcrip- 
tion. But I could find nothing to juſti- 
ty what he had ſaid ; the Erema, which 
I imagined was at leaſt equal to the 
Tagus, appeared to be no more than a 
rivulet, it's flowery banks were bedeck. 
ed with the nettle and thiſtle only, and 
the pretended delightful valley preſent- 
ed nothing to my view but lands for 
the moſt part barren and uncultivated. 
Probably, I was not yet arrived at that 
ſweet melancholy, which made thin 
22 otherwiſe than I beheld them at 
that time. i 
I began to put on my cloaths, and 
was already half dreſſed, when Torde- 
ſillas came in, followed by an old wo- 
man fervant, who brought ſhirts and 
towels for my uſe. * Signior Gil Blas,” 
ſaid he, here is linen: I n't be frugal 
© of it; for 1 ſhall take care to let you 
have as much as you can uſe.  * Well,” 
added he; how did you paſs the night ? 
* were your ſorrows ſuſpended for a few , 
moments by pou “ I ſhould have 
.* flept, perhaps, till now, * anſwered I, 
© had I not been awakened by a voice 
accompanied by a guittar.'—* The ca- 
© yalier who has diſturbed your repoſe,? 
faid he, is a ſtate-priſoner, whoſe 
«chamber is contiguous to yours. He 
(is a knight of the military order of 
© Calatrava, and has a very amiable 
© charatteg: his name is Don Gaſ- 
ton de Cogollos. You may, if you 
« pleaſe, viſit and eat with one another. 
© You will find a mutual confola- 
«tion in each other's acquaintance, - 
« which will be very agreeable to 
both.“ 


——— 


l afſured Don Andrea that I was ex- 
tremely ſenlible of his kindneſs in per- 


„Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleeting bree ze ; but a moment of misfortune ſeems an 


age of pain, 


mitting 
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mitting me to unite my grief with that 
of the cavalier ; and as I expreſſed ſome 
impatience to be acquainted! with that 


companion in misfortune, our obliging' 


keeper procured me the pleaſure that 

day; and carried me to dinner 
with Don Gaſton, who ſurprized me 
with his beauty and fine ſhape. You may 
judge what he muſt be, to make ſuch a 
ſtrong impreſſion upon eyes accuſtomed 
to behold the moſt ſhining youths at 
court. Imagine to yourſelf a man made 
for love, one of thoſe heroes of romance, 
who, by ſhewing themſelves only, could 
rob princeſſes of their reſt. Add to 
this, that Nature, which uſually deals 
out her gifts ſparingly, had endued Co- 
gollos with a good deal of underſtand- 
mg and yalour; fo that he was a perfect 
cavalier. [21 

If I was charmed by this knight, 1 
had alſo the good fortune to be .agree- 
able to him. He no more ſung in the 
night, for fear of incommoding me, 
notwithſtanding my intreaties that he 
would not conſtrain himſelf on my ac- 
count. An intimacy is ſoon contracted 
between two perſons opprefſed by miſ- 
fortune. A render friendſhip was the 
immediate conſequence of our acquain- 
tance, and became {tronger and ſtronger 
every day. The liberty we enjoyed of 
converſing together when we pleaſed, 
was very uſeful to us both; ſince, by 
our diſcourſe, we aided one another, 
reciprocally, to bear our misfortunes 
with patience. 

One afternoon, entering his room, 
juſt as he was going to play on his guit- 
tar, that I might ; 3. him the more 
conveniently, 1 fate down on a ſtool, 
which was all the ſeat he had; and he 
placing himfelt on his bed's feet, played 
a very moving air, and ſung words to 
it, which expreſſed the deſpair to which 
the cruelty of a lady reduced her lover. 
When he had done, 1 ſaid to him; with 
a ſmile, © Signior Knight, theſe are 
« words which you never was obliged to 
« employ in your amours: you are 100 
© accompliſhed to find the womencruel ,” 
— You have too good an opinion of 
me,“ he replied ; + I compoſed, in my 
« own behalt, the verſes which you have 
© heard, to ſotten a heart which 1 be- 
« lieved harder than diamond, and move 
to compallion a lady who treated me 
« with extreme rigour, 1 mult enter- 
© tain, you with that ſtory, by which you 
will alſo learn the cauſe of my mistor- 
© tune, | 


CH A ProV$ ann 
The hiſtory of Don Gaſton de Cogollos, and 
N Donna Helena, de Cl Ke. OY 


CAT OT-mdctvleſs:then. four vears 
ago, I ſet out from Madrid fur 


© Coria, to vifit Donna Eleonora de 
'© Laxarilla, my auut, one of the richeſt 
* widows in Old Caſtite, whoſe heir lam. 


© I was no ſooner arrived in her houſe, 
© than love began to invade my repoſe. 
© The windows of my apartment faced 
the lattices of a lady who lived oppo- 


© fite to my aunt's houſe; and I could 


© eaſily perceive her, by the aſſiſtance of 
© the width of her grates, and tlie nar- 
* rownelſs of the ſtreet. I did not ne- 


a glect the opportunity ; and faund my 
* neighbour ſo handſome, that I was 
© enchanted at once. 


[ expreſted my 
« paſſion ſo plainly, by my eyes, that ſhe 
could not be miſtaken. She perceived 
© jt accordingly; but was not at all diſ- 
© poſed to pride herſelf in the diſco- 
very, and ſtill leſs to anſwer my co- 
« quetries. | „ 

I made enquiries about this dange- 
© rous perſon who captivated hearts ſo 
© ſuddenly ; and learned that her name 
* was Donna Helena; that the was the 
© only daughter of Don George de Ga- 
© liſteo, who poſleſſed a rich manor a few 
© leagues from Coria ; that many match. 
es had been in her offer; but her ta- 
© ther rejected them all, becauſe he was 
© reſolved ro give her in marriage to his 
nephew Don Augulline de Olighera, 
* who, in the mean time, had the privi- 
© lege of ſeeing and converſing with his 
© couſin every day. I was not diſcon- 
© raged by this piece of information; on 
the contrary, it inflamed my paſſion; 
© and the proud pleaſure of ſupplanting 
© a beloved rival excited me, perhaps, 
© even more than my love, to pur- 
ſue my point, I continued, — 
©to addrels Helena with the moſt 
« paſſionate, looks: I ſupplicated her 
© maid Felicia in the ſame language; 
ein order to implore her aſſiſtance. I 
© even talked an my fingers : but theſe 
* gallantries were of no uſe, I made 
© as little impreflion on the maid as on 
* hermiſtreſs; they ſeemed equally cruet 
© and inacceſſible, 

© Since they refuſed to anſwer the 
© language of my eyes, I,had recourſe 
© to other interpreters; and ſet people 
© to work, to diſcover what acquain- 
* tarices Felicia had in town. They got 
* notice that an old gentlewoman, called 
* Thevdora, was her beſt friend, and 


that 
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© that they, often viſited one another. 
« Overjoyed at this 1 went to 
Theodora in perſon, and, by preſents, 
«engaged her in my intereſt. She 
© eſpouſed my cauſe, promiſed to pro- 
cure for me a private converſation 
with her friend at her houſe, and 
© kept her promiſe the very next day. 
« I am no longer unhappy,” ſaid 1 to 
Felicia; “ fince my nnsfortunes have 
« excited your compaſſion. How much 
«am I indebted to your friend, for 
having prevailed upon you to grant 
% me the ſatisfaction of an interview!“ 
—“ Signior,” anſwered. ſhe, © Theo- 
« dora can do any thing wih me: ſhe 
«© has engaged me in your behalf; and 
« if it be in my power to make you hap- 
6 PYs you ſhall ſoon enjoy your. wiſh ; 
„ but, with all my good will, I don't 
« know that I can give you much affiſt- 
„% ance : for, not to flatter you, you 
« have never formed a more difficult 
« enterprize. You are in love with a 
* lady who is prepolſefſed in favour of 
„ another cavalier: and what ſort of a 
« lady! one ſo full of pride and diſſimu- 
« lation, that if, by dint of perſeve- 
* rance and aſſiduity, you ſhould ſuc- 
« ceed ſo far as to coſt her ſome ſighs, 
don't imagine that her pride will give 
you the pleaſure of hearing them.“ 
„Ahl my dear Fehcia!” cried I, in a 
* tranſport of grief; ** why do you de- 
« ſcribe the obſtacles which I have to 


„ ſurmount! I am afſaſſinated by your 


« information ! deceive me rather than 
« drive me to deſpair!” So ſaying, I 
took one of her hands, and prefling it 
© in mine, put upon her finger a diamond 
« worth three hundred piſtoles, accom- 


8 pony by ſuch moving expreſſions as 
4 


rought the tears into her eyes. 
She was too much affected by my 
« diſcourſe, and too well ſatisfied with 
my behaviour, to leave me altogether 
without conſolation. She began to 
ſmooth the difficulties a little, ſaying, 
« Signigr, what I have repreſented 
« ought not to deprive vou of hope, 
« Your rival, 'tis true, is nat hated; heis 
« at liberty to come and viſit his couſin, 
© and talk to her whenever he pleaſes ; 
* and this is a circumſtance favourable 
* for you. Their being accuſtomed to 
„ ſee one another every day, renders 
« their converſation a little languid: 
they ſeem to part without pain, and 
„meet again without pleaſure; one 
** would think they were already mar- 
© ried. Ina word; I don't perceive that 


* 


turn to your account in the 
e fuch a delicate young lady as 
Helena. 


„ yerſation to me. 


44 cen and if that 'raſh youth 
my miſtreſs has a violent paſſion for p86 

Don Auguſtine : behdes, as 10 per- 
1130.9 | 2 1 


„ ſonal ualifications, there is a diffe- 


e rence between you and him that muſt 


— 
na 
Be not diſcouraged, there- 
„ fore: continue your gallantry, which 
Iwill ſecond ; and 1 will not flip one 
opportunity of making every thing 
you do to pleaſe her tend to your ad- 
„vantage with my miſtreſs. In vain 
„ ſhall the attempt to diſguiſe her ſenti - 
„ ments; I will ſoon diſcover them, in 
„ ſpite of her diſſimulation.“ * 

After this converſation, Felicia and 
I parted, very well ſatisfied with one 
another. I prepared anew to ogle 
Don e ih daughter, whom I treat- 
ed with a ſerenade, in which the verſes 


'* yaw have heard were. ſung by a fine 


© voice, Which 1 had provided for the 
« purpoſe. After the concert, the maid, 
in order to ſound her miſtreſs, aſked 
© how ſhe had been entertained, “ The 
„voice,“ ſaid Donna Helena, “ gave 
« me pleaſure.'—** And were not the 
« words which were ſung very mov 
„ing?“ replied the maid. | I paid no 


« attention to them,“ ſaid the lady; 1 


« liſtened to the tune only; I took no 
« notice of the verſes, neither do I de- 
« fire to know who gave the ſere- 
„% nade.”-—+* If that be the caſe,” cried 
the waiting woman, “poor Don Gaſ- 
« ton de Cogollos is far out of his reck- 
* oning, and not very wile in ſpending 
« his time in looking at our lattices.“ 
„ Perhaps it may not be he,” ſaid the 
« miſtreſs, coldly, “but ſome other ca, 
« yalicr, who has declared his paſſion 
„ for me by this concert,” —* Pardon 
„ me, Madam,“ replied Felicia; “ it is 
«no other than Don Gaiton ; this 
token, that he accoſted me this mory « 
« ing, in the ſtreet, and begged me to 
tell you, that he adores you, in ſpite 
© of the rigour with which you re- 
„ pay his love; and that, in ſhort, he 
„ ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of 
© mankind, if you would allow him to 
+ manite(t his paſſion in the uſual courſe 
© of gallantry. This diſcourſe,” added 
ſhe, „ ſufficiently proves that I am not 
* miſtaken,*? 4 þ. + 
© Don George's daughter changed 
* countenanceall of a ſudden; and dart- 
ing a ſevere look at her maid; “ You 
% might have diſpenſed,”” ſaid ſhe, 
„with repeating that impertinent con- 
Let me have no 
«ſuch reports for the future, if you 
ve the preſumption to ſpeak to you 
«© again, tell him to make his addreſſes 
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to one who will regard his gallantry 
% more than I do, and to chuſe a more 
% honourable paſtime than that of be- 
« ing all day long at his windows, to 
« obſerve what I do in my apart- 
„ ment.“ — 

* All this was faithfully reported to 
* me, in a ſecond interview with Fe- 
« licia, who, pretending that I muſt 
* riot take the words of her miſtreſs in 
© a literal ſenſe, would have perſuaded 
© me that the affair went on ſwim- 
* mingly; but I, who was ignorant of 
* finetle, and did not believe that the 
© text could be explained in my favour, 
«* diſtruſted the commentary ſhe made. 
She laughed at my diffidence, called 
* for paper and ink, and ſaid, „Sig- 
4 nior Knight, write immediately to 
% Donna Helena in the ſtyle of a de- 
« ſponding lover. Paint your ſuffer- 
* ings in the moſt paſſionate colours; 
% and, in particular, complain of her 
« prohibiting you to appear at your 
, windows. Promiſe to obey her; but 
« at the ſame time aſſure her, that it 
«« will coſt you your life. Put this into 
* ſuch expreſſions as you gentlemen 
« are ſo well ſkilled in, and leave the 
« reſt to me. I hope the event will do 


* more honour to my penetration than | 


$ you imagine.“ 

Had I neglected this, I ſhould have 
© been the firſt lover who did not take 
the advantage of ſuch an opportunity 
«to write to his miſtreſs. I compoſed 
* a moſt pathetick letter ; and, before I 
« ſealed it, ſhewed it to Felicia, who 
having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, 
© That if women have the art of capti- 
« vating the men, theſe laſt, in return, 
© know very well how to cajole the wo- 
© men. The waiting-maid took my 
letter, then laying ſtrong injunctions 
on me to keep my windows ſhut*for 
© a few days, returned to the houſe of 
© Don George. | : 

„% Madam,” ſaid ſhe to Donna He- 
lena, when ſhe went home, „I met 
« Don Gaſton, who did not fail to 
e make up to me, and endeavoured to 
« ſoothe me with flattering expreſſions. 
« He aſked, with a faultering voice, 
6 like a criminal who expects his ſen- 


-«© tence, if I had delivered his meſſage. 


4 to you. Then I, faithful and ready 
4 to execute your orders, cut him ſhort 
„with a vengeance; inveighed againſt 
% him, loaded him with reproaches, 


« and left him in the ſtreet con founded 


„ at my petulance.” —* I am overjoy- 
« ed, replied Donna Helena, * that you 


habe tid me of that importunate young 


| 


| 


i 


te fellow ; but there wat no occaſion to 
„ ſpeak rudely to him. A young wo- 
man ought always to be gentle in her 
© behaviour.“ — * Madam,” ſaid the 
* maid, “a paſſionate lover is not to be 
'© baniſhed by words pronounced with a 
© gentle air. Nay, this is ſeldom ac- 
% complifhed even by indignation and 
* rage. Don Gaſton, for example, 
„was not repulſed. After havin 
loaded him with reproaches, (as 
© ſaid) I went to the houſe of your re- 
& lation, whither you ſent me; and that 
„lady unfortunately detained me too 
„long; I ſay, too long, becaufe, on 
my return, I found my man again, 
* who, I aſſure you, I did not expect 
„ to ſee. I was ſo much diſturbed at 
* fight of him, that my tongue, which 
never failed me before, could not 
*« furniſh me with one ſyllable. In the 
© mean time, what does he? he lipt a 
„ paper into my hand, which I kept, 
„without knowing what I did, and then. 
« diſappeared in an inſtant.” | 
So ſaying, ſhe pulled my letter out 
* of her boſom, and gave it by way of 
joke to her miſtreſs; who taking it as 
for diverſion, read it over, and then 
© affecting reſerve, „ Truly, Felicia,“ 
« faid ſhe, with a ſerious air, “you are 
a fool and a mad creature to receive 
this billet. What will Don Gaſton 
„think of it? and what muſt I believe? 
« Your conduct gives me cauſe to diſ- 
te truſt your fidelity, and may make him 
« ſuſpect that I am pleaſed with his 
« paſſion. Alas! 2 he imagines, 
« at this inſtant, that .I peruſe with 
« pleaſure the characters which he has 
„% wrote. You ſee to what ſhame you 
© have expoſed my pride.” —* O, not 
« at all, Madam!” replied the maid ; 
« he can entertain no ſuch thoughts; 
« and fuppoſe he did, he ſhall not pre- 
„ ſerve them long. I will tell him, 
„ when next I ſce him, that 1 have 
© ſhewn his letter to you; that you 
« looked at it with indifterence ; and, in 


4 ſhort, without reading it, tore it with 


„the moſt mortifying contempt.” — 
« You may ſafely ſwear that I have not 
« read it,” ſaid Donna Helena, 1 
„ ſhould be at a loſs, if obliged, to re- 
te peat two ſingle words of it.” Don 
( A daughter was not contented 
+ with talking in this manner; ſhe tore 
© my billet,. and forbid her woman to 
© talk to me for the future. | 
As I promiſed to play the gallant 

© no more at my windows, ſince the 
« light of me gave offence, I kept them 
© ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obe- 
2 : s dience 


« dience more affecting; but to ſuppl | 
« thoſe looks of which I was abridged, 
I prepared new ſerenades for my cruel 
s Helen; One night I repaired under 
« her balcony with muſicians; and the 
« onittars were already ſtruck up, when 
© z cavalier came ſword in hand, and 
« diſturbed the concert, laying about 
© him at a furious rate ex, per- 
_ © formers, who immediately betook 
« themſelves to flight. Phe rage which 
animated that bold intruder awaked 
mine: I advanced to puniſh him, and 
«an obſtinate combat began, Donna 
Helena and her attendant hearing the 
© noiſe of ſwords, looked through the 
« Tattice, and ſeeing two men engaged, 
« waked Don George and his valets 
« with their cries; / theſe, as well as 
« ſeveral peopl 
came running to the combatants ; 
« but they arrived too late, and found 
© nobody on the field of battle, but a 
© cavalier almoſt without life, weltering 
in his own blood; and I was ſoon 
© known to be that tinfortunate perſon. 
« I was carried to the houſe of my aunt, 
« whither the moſt expert ſurgeons in 
town were called ro my afliſtange. 
« Every body pitied my fate, and Donna 
Helena in particular, who then dif. 
©covered the bottom of her ſoul. Her 
« diffimulation gave way to her ſenti- 
ment, and me was no longer that diſ- 
dainful creature who piqued herſelf 
upon appearing inſenſible to my paſ- 
+ ſion. She was now a tender lover, 
that abandoned herſelf to ſorrow with- 
© ont reſerve. She ſpent the reſt of the 
© night in mourning with her maid, and 
© in curſing her couſin Don Auguſtine 
© de Olighera, who they concluded muſt 
© haye been the author of their tears ; 
« as in effect it was he who had ſo dil- 
Cagreeably interrupted "the ſerenade. 
« Being as great a diſſembler as his 
da couſih, he had perctived my intentions 
without ſeeming to take 


notice o 
© them; and imagining that 


 fayotr- 
\ © ed my flame, had committed this ac- 
© tion, ta ſhe that be was not quite ſo 
© paffiyve as ſhe believed him to be, 
© Nevertheleſs, this 1 accident 
© was ſoon forgotten, by reaſon of the 
© ;zoy that followed .it, Though I was 
* dangerouſly wounded, the ſkill of the 
* ſurgeons ſaved my life; but 1 ill Kept 
© my chamber, * my aunt Donna 
0 nora went to Don George, and 
* demanded his daughter for me in mar- 
© ringe. The father conſented to this 
© the more willingly, becauſe he at that 
4 an Auguſtine as a 
No. 3a, BF” | 


| © when he would, and of 


e in the neighbourhood, 


rhaps, he Ciopld neter 
good old a 
is datighter would 


man whom, 
* ſee again. The 
c was afraid that 
| * not beſtow herſelf on me without re- 
© lattance, becauſe her couſin 'Olighera 


© had enjoyed the liberty of viſiting hat 
acquiring der 
« affeCtion at leiſure ; but ſhe ſeemed fo 
* well diſpoſed to obey her father in ' 
© this affair, that we may conclude if is 

© an advantage among the ladies, te 
© be a new comer, in Spain, as well. as 
oy PETER private 

© As 100n ven 

bs convertitiont with Felicia, 1 under 
* ſtood how much aflited her miſtreſs 

© had been at the bad ſucceſs of my, 
* duel; ſo that having no lo ary” 

« reaſon to doubt that I was the Furie 
* of this Helen, I bleſſed' my wound, 
« fince it turned out fo itiaus to my 

love; and obtained of jor Dou 
« George the permiſſion of ing to 
« his daughter in preſence of her maid. 
What a delightful converſation this 
« was | 1 intreated, I preſſed the lady in 
« ſuch a manner, to tell me if her fa. 

ther, in yielding her to my tenderneſs, ” 
© had done any violence to her inclina.” 
© tion, that ſhe owned I was not de- 
© holden to her obedience alone. Aſter 
this charming confeſſion, my whole 

© ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and contrive 
«© entertainments, until the day of our 


* 
* 
o 


: 


\© nuptials, which were to be celebrated 


© by a magnificent clvalcade, in Which 
« all the nobility of Coria and the neign- 
* bourhood intended to appear.” 
© I gave a d entertainment” to 
Don George an@ his daughter, with 
« all their relations and friends, at a 
« ſuperb country-houſe which my aunt 
had without the town, on the {ide of 
« Mahroi: Here a concert of vocal and 
< inſtrurnental muſick was prepared by 
my order, together with a compan 
© of ſtrollers to repreſent a comedy. Jn 
© the middle of the feaſt, one came aud 
whiſpered to me, that there ws 
© man in the hall who wanted to ſpeak 
with me. 1 got up from table to ſee 
«6 who it was, and found a ſtr , who 
© Looked like a valet de chambre, and 
© who preſented to me a letter, which 
opened, and read theſe words, 
. IF you have u re for your 
t honour, as every 'knight of your or- 
« ger ought to e, vou will not fail | 
« to be to-morrow mortting in the plain 
« of Manroi, where you will find à da. 
« yalier ready to give ſatis faction ſot 


[6 __7 you received from — | 
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4 put yous if he can, out of a condi- 
« tion to ęſpouſe Donna Helena. 
„Don Aus, de OLIGHERA.” 


* If lore has great influence over the 
« Spaniards, ade has ſtill more. 1 
could not read this billet in tranquil- 
« lity,, The very name of Don Au- 
« guſtge kindled a fire in my veins, 
« which: had almoſt, made me forget the 
© indiſpenſible duty which 1 had that 
day to perform. I was tempted to 


© i. (earch of my enemy on the inſtant. 

J. conſtrained myſelf; however, for fear 

© of diſturbing. the feaſt, and ſaid to the 

man who bronght the letter, Friend, 

« tell cavalier who ſent you, that 

«Lam oo deſirous of re-engaging him, 

40% fail gf meeting him to-morrow | 
% morning before ſun- riſe, at the ap- 

« pointed place.“ 

7 Having fent away the meſſenger 
with this anſwer, I rejoined my gueſts, 
© and xeſumed my place at table, Where 
e] oſed my - countenance ſo well, 
© that nobody had the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
© what paſled within me. 1 appeared, 
« during the reſt of the day, as much 
« entertained as any of them with the 
« pleaſures of the feaſt, which ended 
© abqut midnight, when the aſſembly 
broke up, and every one returned to 
© the town, in the ſame manner as he 
had come out. « As for my part, 1 
« ſtaj in the countxyr houſe, on pretence 
of taking the air next morning; but 


© the. ſooner at the rendezvous. Inſtead 
« of , going to bed, I waited” with, im- 
* patience for day, which. as ſoon. as 1 
perceived, I mounted my beſt horſe, 


| 
| 


© (teal away from the company, and go | 


© the true reaſon was, that I might be | 


% rior Kill. You don't conſider that 
the ſucceſs of theſe, rencounters de- 
„ pends often on accident.“ 1 It is 
never accidental with me," ſaid Ws 
with an arrogant. air; „and I wi 

* now ſhew you, that, by day as well 
* as night, I know how to punith thoſe 
© audacious knights who interfere with 


* me. | "x 
| © I made no reply to this haughty 
© pear but ali fied inſtantly. Hon 
* Au 


uſtine did the ſame; we tied, our 
© horſes to a tree, and began to fight 
with equal vigour. I will frankly. 
© own, that I had to do. with, an ene- 
my who puſhed much better than I, 
© although I had been two years at 
* ſchools. He was a complete fencer; 
© I could not poſſibly have expoſed.my, 
© life to greater danger... Nevertheleſs, . 
* as it often happens, that the ſtrongeſt. 


_— 


| © is vanquiſhed by the weakeſt, my rival, 


© in ſpite of all his (kill, received a thruſt 
that went through his heart, and fell 
ſtone- dead in an inſtant. 
I returned immediately to the coun- 
* try-houſe, where I informed a valet de 
chambre, whom I could truſt, of what 
had happened, and faid to him, Dear 
% Ramira, before, Juſtice can take cog- 
* nizance of, this event, take a. ood 
* horſe, and give my aunt notice ot the 
*« adventure.,. Aſk of her ſowe money 
and jewels, and bring them to me at, 
„0 Placentia, where thou wilt find me in 
*« the firſt inn you come to as yau,enter, 
« the city. os" oj: 
* Remira acquitted himſelf. of his. 
* commiſſion with ſuch: diligence, that 
che arrived at Placentia, three hours 
© after me. He told me, that Danna 


o 


© and ſet out alone, as if, I intended to 
take a ride in the country I advapced 
towards Manroj, and giſcovcred in the 
plain a man on horſeback, coming to- 
«wards mewith full ſpeed z ugon which 
put ſpurs to my horfe, to ſaye him 
Lone half of the way. We ſoon met, 
andi found it was my rival. Kn hay! 
& ſaid; be, in an inſolent tone, it is 
with regret. that I come to blows with 
« you- & fecond time.; but it is your 
« own fault. After the adventure of 
« the ſerenade, oo ought to have re- 
« nounced Don George's daughter with 
«6 a good grace, or at leaſt have! con- 
«© cluged that you would not be ſo eaſi ly 
6 quit, if you perſiſted in your addrefles 
„ to, ber. Vou are too proud,“ 
« anfwergd 1, (of an advantage which 
«4, perhaps you owed more to the dark- 

««.nefs. of the night, than to your ſupe- 


Eleonora was more pleaſed than af- 
' © flifted at the news of duel that re- 
© venged: the affront that 1 had recelved 
in the firſt; and that ſhe had ſent me 
c all yer nwo, and, | 1 
enable me to travelagreeablyin foreign 
( conntries,) unt ſhe. ould get the als 
© #a\r,aecommodated. | 
0 paſs oxer ſuperflugus circum. 
«ſtance 2:3 wh nly inform you, that 
* I; crofled | New. Caſtile te the king- 
dom af Valencia, in orden to.embark 
{ at Depia, from whence I took, paſſage 
* for: Italy, where I. pit myſelf in a 
* condition to/vilit. different courts, aud 
* APEX © ſultghle Henle a 
While, far from my Helen, 1, en» 
« deavoured; ast much às in me. lay, 
* to beguile my, love and ſorrows; ſhe 
* mourned. my .ab{&nce in ſecret at Co- 
* ria. Inſtead pffapproving of the pro- 
* lecution. mat her family ſet on foot 
. 4 againſt 


q 
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--agairiſt me on account of 6 ph | 
« death, ſhe wiſhed that all enmity might | 
"© ceaſe; and my return be haſtened by a 
© ſpeedy accommodation. Six months 
had already elapſed ſince the had loft 
me, and I believe her conftanty would 
have ſtill triumphed over time, had 
© ſhe had nothing elſe but time to com; 
bat: but ſhe had ſtill more powerf 


: 


£ enemies. Don Blas de Combados, þ | 


gentleman fröm the weſtern Tide of \ 
„alicia, came to Coria, to take pol} / 
. © ſeſſion} of à rich eſtate, which had been 
Gin vain difpitet by his'coufin Don 
Miguel de Capara ; and he ſettled ig 
that country, finding, it more agree 
able than his own. Combados wa 
© wel made, had an agreeable polit 
£ behayiour, and was one of the mo 
 ©ttſinuating men in the world; fo that 
4 he foor became acquainted with all | 
© the people of faſhion in the town; and 
© was no ſtranger to their private af. 
t fairs. | } "ih » 1 1 
t was not long before he learned 
© that Don George had a daughter, 
© whoſe” dangerous beauty ſeemed to 
in flame the men only for their ruin. 
This piqued his curioſity ; he longed 
to ſee ſuch a formidable lady; for 
this purpofe he ſought the frjendſhip 
T of her father, and ſucceeded fo well, 
© that the old man already looked upon 
©him as his ſon-in-law, gave him ad- 
© mittance to his houſe, and the liberty 
of ſpeaking in his preſence to Donna 
Helena. he Galician ſoon fell in 
. © love with her: that was inevitable. 
He opened his heart to Don George, 
© who conſented to his propoſal, but 
© told him, that, reſolving not to con- 
{train his daughter, he left her miſtreſs 
* of her own hand. Upon this, Don 
Blas put in practice all the gallantries 
. © which he could deviſe, to pleaſe the 
| © lady, who ſeemed inſenfible to them 
© all, ſo much was her heart engroſſed 
© by me, "Felicia however was in the 
©intereſts of the cavalier, who engaged 
© her by preſents to eſpouſe his cauſe. 
She therefore employed all her ad- 
© drefs in behalf of his paſſion ; on the 
other hand, her father ſeconded the 
* chamber-maid by his remonſtrances : 
© nevertheleſs, all their efforts, during 
*a whole year, could only torment 
© Donna Helena, without faking her 
_ © confkancy in the leaſt: | | 
' © Combados ſeeing that Don Gear 
© ant! Felicia intereſted themſelves for 
© Hitt in vain, propoſed an exßedient 
overcome the obſtinacy of 4 lever 


—_—_ 


A ſatteed' until the ttb 


e ſd pref Ted as ſhe Was. This,“ 
*« ſaid he, ** is what T have cbntfived: 
«© we will ſuppoſe that a merchanf' of 
*« Coria has received a letter from an 
Italian factor, in which, affer A de- 
& tail of things conce ning commerce, 
« are the following word & 
n . Fin ace 
1s 299. AY aniſh cavaler;” whoſe hame 
« is Don Gaſton de Cogollos, Mas late- 
«'ly arrived at the court of Färtma. 
«© He calls himſelf. nephew and Tole 
„ heir of à rich wigow"' Who, Ups at 
4% Coria, under the name of Dona 
% Eleonora de Laxarilla. He has de- 
ee mändetl the datighter of a powerful 
„ nobletnan in marriage, but will not 
| iS'Known. I 
« am defired to apply to you, for this 
« purpoſe: pray let me know then if 
«yon are acquainted with this Don 
« Gaſton, and in what the riches of his 
« aunt conſift ; for your anſwer will de- 
« cide the marriage. Parma, &c.” 
© The old man le6ked upon this trick 
©as a piece of wit or ſtratagem pardon- 
Cable in'18ve; andthe wälting- woman 
*« ſtill leſs ſcrupulbus than her maſter, 
approved of it very much. The in- 
vention ſeemed to them the more ia 
a genious, as they knew Helena to be 
ca proud girl, capable of "_ n 
| ©jnſtantaneous reſolution, provide fie | 
© ſhould have no ſuſpicion of the cheat. 
Don George undeftook to inform 
her of my change; and, to make the 
thing ſeem more natural, carxied long 
© with him the merchant wHño had re- 
© ceived the pretended Jetter from Par- 
* ma; The ſcheme Mas executet' ac- 
© cordingly.” The father, in an affected 
paſſion of rage and vexation, ſaid to 
e Helena, © Daughter, I will no longer 
© obſerve to yon, that my relations 
« daily requeſt _ 1 will pot admit 
« the murderer of Don Augiiſtiheinto 
« my family, I have a ſtronger reaſon 
© to give you to-day, in order to dętach 
« you from Don Gaſton. You onght 
t to be aſhamed of your fidelity to him. 
« He is a fickle perfidious wretch. .Here 
© is a certain proof of his infidelity. 
« Read this letter which-a merchant 
« of Coria has received from Italy.” 
© Helena, trembling, took the fiftitious 
© letter, read it oyer, conſidered every 
« expteſſion, and was thunderſtruck at 
the news of my inconſtadey. A ſen- 
* timent of tenderneſs made her 
© ſome tears ; but ſoon recalling all 
dried them up, and {aſd to 


n_ 


* 


> 


© pride; ſhe 
| Ek 


her 


- 
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her father, with a reſolute tone, 


„ Signior, you have been witneſs of 


Amy weakneſs; bear witneſs alſo of 


«« the victory I gain over myſelf. Tis 
% done. I now deſpiſe Don Gaſton, 
% and look upon him as the loweſt. of 


4 mankind, But let us talk no more 


from me. 
4 * denly to Combados, without liſten- 
ing to love, which, at the bottom of 
© her heart, ſpoke in my behalf, or 
even doubtin 


_ © the intereſt of her tenderneſs. 


«His 


, «© about him. Come; I am ready to 


* follow Don Blas to the altar: let my 
% marriage precede that of the perfi- 


e dious man who has ſo ill repaid m 


« love.“ Don George, tranſported wit 
joy at theſe words, embraced his 
daughter; applauded her vigorous re- 


.* ſolution; and glad of the happy fuc- 


«* ceſs of his ſtratage m, made haſte to 
complete the wiſhes of my rival. 

© Donna Helena was thus raviſhed 
She yielded herſelf ſud- 


a moment of a piece 
of news which might have been ſu- 
© ſpected in a lover of leſs credulity, 


The haughty maid liſtened to nothing 
but her pride; and the reſentment of 
. © the injury, which ſhe thought her 


© beauty had received, prevailed over 
A few 
days after her marriage, however, ſhe 


. © felt ſome remorſe for having been ſo 


© precipitate. She reflected that the 


. © merchant's letter might have been 
_ © feigned, and that 


| ſuſpicion gave her 
« ſome uneaſineſs; but the amorous Don 
Blas gave his wife no time to cherith 
* thoughts prejudicial to her repoſe. 

fole ſtudy was to amuſe her; and 
in this he ſucceeded by a continual 


_ * ſucceſſion of various pleaſures, which 
© he had art enough to invent. 


She ſeemed very well ſatisfied with 
* ſuch a gallant huſband, and they 


lived tagether in perfect harmony, 
when m ayptaccommodated my aftair 
_ © with therpelations of Don Auguſtine, 


and wrote immediately to Italy, to 


_ © advertiſe me of her ſucceſs. Being 


then at Regio, in the-faxthermoſt part 
* of Calabria, I went over into Sicily, 


from thence to Spain, and at length 


_ * repaired to Coria, on the wings of 


© lave. Donna Eleonora, who had not 
in her letter mentioned the marriage 
of Don George's daughter, informed 


* me of it on my arrival, and obſerved 
that I wasafflifted at the news: © You 
are in the wrong, nephew,” ſaid ſhe, 
to be ſo much grieved at the loſs of 


4% an unfaithful woman. Take my ad- 


vice, and baniſh from your memory a 


* 
4 
- 


| © deceit which had been 


F 


| 


| © houſe of 


| 


* perſon unworthy of poſſeſſing a place 
in it.“ N 

As my aunt was ignorant of the 
practiſed on 
* Donna Helena, ſhe was in the right 
* to talk in this manner, and could not 
have given me more prudent advice; 
© which, therefore, I promiſed to-fol- 
© low, or at leaſt to affect an air of in- 
« difference, if I ſhould find myſelf in- 


capable of vanquiſhing my paſſion. -I 


could not, however, reſiſt my curioſity, 
'to know how this marriage had been 
made; and, to be. informed of the 
23 [ reſolved to apply to Fe- 
© licia's friend, Dame T ora, whom 
I have mentioned before, I went to 
© her. houſe, and there, by accident, 
found Felicia; who, expecting nothin 
© leſs than to ſee me, was confounded, 
and endeavoured to go away, that ſhe 
might avoid an explanation, which ſhe 
* concluded I would demand. I ſtopped 
© her, ſaying, © Why do you fly me? 
„Is not the perjured Helena, ſatisfied 
« with Raving mage a ſacrifice of my 
« happineſs ? has ſhe forbid you to hear 
my complaints? or do you only want 
*« to.eſcape me, that you may make a 
% merit with the ungrateful woman, of 
having reſuſed me the hearing?“ 

« Signior,” anſwered the waiting- 
woman, I freely own myſelf con- 
« founded at your preſence. I cannot 
&« behold you again, without feelin my 
« heart torn with remoſe. My miſire 8 
« has been deceived, and I have been 


an unfortunate accomplice in ſeducing 


« her.“ — ““ O Heaven!“ cried I,“ have 
10 ow the preſumption to tell me ſo! 
„% Explain yourſelf immediately.” Then 
« ſhe gave me an account of the ſtratagem 


' © which Combados had practiſed to rob 


me of Donna Helena; and, perceiving 
that her detail pierced me to the very 
* ſoul, ſtrove te give me ſome conſo- 
lation: ſhe offered me her good offices 
« with her miſtreſs, promiſed to diſabuſe 
© her, to paint my deſpair; in a word, 
to ſpare nothing to ſoften the rigour 
* of my deſtiny: in fine, ſhe gave me 
hopes that aſſuaged my ſorrows a 
© little, n 
I paſs over the · infinite contradic- 
© tions the underwent before ſhe could 
6 22 upon Donna Helena to ſee me. 
This, however, ſhe accompliſhed; and 
it was concerted between them, that I 
* ſhould be privately admitted into the 
Bon Blas the firſt time be 
* ſhould go to an eſtate where he uſually 
© ſpent a day or two in hunting. This 
j 40 dieſigu 


** 


_ © huſband ſet out toy | 
ens informed of the occaſion, and 
Tone night introduced into his wife's 


_ *expre 


81 


he country; I 


. ment. 


Ii would have begun the converſa- 


tion with reproaches ; but my mouth 
© wa « It is in vain to recal 


„hat is paſt,” ſaid the lady; “ the 


« buſineſs here is not a fond reconci- 
« liation; and you are miſtaken if you 
« believe me. diſpoſed to flatter 
« inclination, I declare to you, Don 


«0, Gaſton, that my np: motive for giv- 


" ing my conſent to this private inter- 


, view, in conſequence of the preſſing 


jaſlances which have been made, is to 
« tell you from my own mouth, that 
« henceforth you muſt ſtudy to forget 


_ «© mealtogether. Perhaps I mjght have 


« been better ſatisfied with my fate, 
« had it been joined to yours; but 
« ſince Heaven hath ordained it other- 
« wiſe, I cheerfully ſubmit to it's de- 
« crees |?” 8 

% How, Madam!” anſwered I; © is 
t it not enough that I have luſt, you, 
« and ſee the happy Don Blas in quiet 


, poſſeſſion of the only perſon 1 am 


« capable of loving! muſt 1 alſo ba- 
« nj e. from my thoughts! You 
« would deprive me of my love, and 


«4 rob me of the only bleſſing that now: 


« remains} Ah, cruel woman! do you 


„think it poſſible for any man whom 
„% you have once charmed, to retrieve 


„his heart? Know yourſelf” better; 


and ceaſe exhorting me in vain to 


« chaſe. your idea from my remem- 


+ brance,” —“ Well then,” fhe replied, 
with precipitation; ** do you alſo 
. ** ceaſe to hope that I will favour your 
love with any return. 
, one word to ſay: the wife of Don 
- ** Blas ſhall never 
„ Gaſton. 
„ cordingly: fly from this place; and 
let us put a ſpeedy end to a conver- 


I have but 
the lover of Don 
Take your meaſures ac- 


« ſation with which 1 upbraid myſelf, 
« in ſpite of the purity of my inten- 


tions, and which I ſhall think myſelf 


«© guilty in prolonging.” 
At theſe 8 which deprived me 
of the leaſt glimpſe of hope, I fell at 


her feet; I addreſſed her in the moſt 


« pathetick manner; I even employed 
* tears to melt her; but all this ſerved 
* only to excite, perhaps, ſome ſenti- 


ments of pity, which ſhe was. careful 


* of concealing, and which were ſacri- 

* ficed to her duty. After having, to 

1 no purpore, exhauſted all my moving 
» 


our 


— 


by prayers and tears, my 
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0 deſign was ſoon 1 the 


| 


from my deſign ? 


Narr ws d of N $912 gee into 
rage. I unſheathed my ſword, to 

* «7: before the eyes of the 2 
* rable Helena; who no ſooner per- 
* ceived my intention, than ſhe threw 
* herſelf upon me, to prevent the con- 
* ſequence, * Hold, Cogollos * ſaid 
© ſhe, ** js it thus you confult my repu- 
4 tation } In depriving yourſelf of life, 
„you are going to load me with dif- 


© honour, and make my huſband paſs 


Ne , 
©] was ſo poſſelſÞ iti deſpair, that, 


far from yielding to theſe words the 


* attention. which they deſetved, my 


hole endeavour was fo baffle the 
© efforts of the miſtreſs and her. maid to 


* ſave, me from my own fatal deſign; 
and, without doubt, I ſhould have 


"7 ſucceeded hut too ſooh, if Don Blas, 


(Who having been apprized of our in- 


Sg inſtead of going to the coun- 


© try, had concealed himſelf behind the 
c enn, to overhear our cop verſa- 
* tion) had not come, and Joined us 
© with all expedition. Pon Gafton,”” 
* cried he, holding my. arms, ** recal 
« your ſcattered reaſon; and do not 
t baſely yield to the fury'that'tranſports 
66 you.“ ' | 4 i 0 

ls it your buſineſs,” ſaid I, in- 
* terrupting Don Blas, © to diſſuade we 
ou ought rather, 
« with your hand, to plunge a poniard. 
© into my boſom. You are injured by 
* my paſſion, unfortunate as it is. Is 
„it not enough that you ſurprize me 
*« at night, in your wife's apartment: 
© Is there more required to rouſe your 
© revenge? Stab me at once, and rid 
« yourſelf of a man who cannot ceaſe 
% adoring Donna Helena until he ceaſes 
10 to live.” . In vain,” anſwered Don 
Blas, « you endeavour to infereſt my 


% honour ſo far, as to give you death: 


« you are ſufficiently puniſhed by your 
% raſhneſs; and I am ſo well pleaſed 
« with the virtuous ſentiments of x 

« wife, that I pardon the occaſion which 
„ ſhe took to ſhew them. Take my 


« advice, Cogollos,” added he; * do 


, not deſpair, like a weak lover, bur 


e ſubmit to neceſſity with cburage.” T“ 

The prudent Galician, by fuch dil. 
* courfe, calmed my rage a little, and 
© waked my virtue: I retired, with a 
«© deſign of removing far from Helena, 
and the place that ſhe inhabited; and in 


two days returned to Madrid; where, 


© reſolving to employ myſelf wholly in 
making my fortune, I appeared at court, 
and there began to make friends; but 
I was ſo unlucky as to attach myſelf in 

FR 4.1 88 particular 


* 
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particular to che Marquis ot Vinareal, 1 
1 | being [was he; and 1 
» fuſpected of à defign to deliver Por- 


Pottugueze nobfeman, who, be 


Teugal from the dominion of Spain, was 
*ſ\mprifoned in the caftle of Alicant, 
® Where he now remains. As the Duke 
* of Lerma knew *that an intimach ſub- 
* fiſted between that'noblemarj and me, 
he caiifed mne to be arreſted alſo,” and 
© conduCted to this place. That miniſter: 
believes that T arti capable of being an 
* accomplice in ſygh a ſcheme; and he 
could not have Tommirted a gteater 
5 Gutrage upon a noble Caſtiſſan“ 
Here Don Gaſton left off ſpeaking; 
And 1, to conſole: him, ſaid, Signior 
Cavalier, Four honour can receive, no 
ſtain from His diſgrace, which, will, 
<doubtleſs, in the" end, turn to your 
advantage. When the Duke of Lerma 
© ſhall. he convin#ed of your innocence, 
t he will certainty, beſtow hpon you a 
* conhderal's Employment, in order to 
©re-eſtabliſh the reputation of.a gentle- 
man unjuſtly accuſed of treaſon,” 


8 H Af, VII. 
Sei pio finds Gil Blas in the tower of Segovia, 
and tells him. a great deal of neus. 

CC NUR converſation was interrupted 

CF by Tordeſillas, who, coming into 
the chamber, addreſſed himſelf o me 
in theſe terms: * Signior Gil Blas, I 
have been ſpeaking to a young man 
"« who .preſented himſelf at the priſon- 
gate, and aſked if you was not in con- 


'* nnement here. When I refuſed to 


« ſatisfy his curioſity, he ſeemed very 
much mortified, „Noble Captain,” 
« ſaid he, with tears in his eyes, “ don't 
" «reject the humble requeſt 1 make, to 
„ know if Signior de Santillane is in 
this place. I am his chief domeltick, 
« and you will do a charitable action in 
« allowing, me to ſee him. You are 
% looked upon. in Segovia as a gentle- 
% man of great humanity ; and I hope 
„you will not refuſe me. the favour of 
% converling, a moment with my dear 
« maſter, * is not {6 guilty as un- 
4 fortunate.” In ſhort,” continued Don 
Andrea, the young man expreſſed 
.* ſuch, a defire of Teeing you, that I 
., © have promifed to give him that ſatis- 
faction at night.” 
I affured Tordeſillas, that he could 
not do me a greater pleaſure than to 
admit that young man, who, probably, 
had ſomething to communicate which 
it imported we very much to know, I 
_ waited with impatience for the moment 


tat was to offer my faithful Scipio to 
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my eyes; for I did het doubt "tHat it 
0 | not cee ne 
was introduced into the "tower in“ the 
evehing; and his joy, Which mine lone 
could equal, broke forth in extraordi- 
nary Gan (Piet, Which he ſaw ile. For 
my part, was ſo much overjoyed at 
the fight'of him, that 1. held "our my 
arms, and he hagged me in his, with- 
out ceremony: the diſtinction between 
the maſter and ſecretary was, loſt in this 
embrace: "ſo glad were they to ſee one 


another. L . 3 
When we were a little diſe d, I 
interrogated Scipio about the condition 
in which he left my houſe.” © Voir baye 
' © no' houſe,” he replied; and to ſpare 
vou the trouble of aſking adnece ary 
* queſtions, I wilt tell you, tre verde, 
what paſſed at home. Your effects 
were pillaged, is well by the ſoldiers 
© as by your own ſervants ; who, Took- 
© ing upon you as a loſt man, paid 
* themſelves their own wages with what 
they could carry off. Luckily for you, 
u had the adareſs to ſave from their 


1 


| d * talons two large bags of double piſ- 


© toles, which I took out of your ſtrong- 
© box, and ſecured by putting them in- 
to the cuſtody of Salero, who will re- 
© deliver them as ſoon as you ſhall be 
© releaſed from this tower, where I be. 
© eve you will not be long boarded at 
© his majeſty's expence, becauſe you was 
* apprehended without the knoWledge 
© of the Duke of Lerma.* ' , © ». 
T aſked- how he came to Know that 
his excellency had no hand in my mis. 
fortune. * Oh 1 as for that,” fald he, 
1 took care, to be well informeck: a 
friend of mine, who enjoys the con- 
« fidence of the Duke d'Uzeda, told me 
* all the particulars of your impriſon- 
© ment. “ Calderona,” ſaid he, “ hay- 
„ing diſcovered, by the officiouſnels of 
«a valet, that Signiora Sirena, under 
* another name, received the Prince of 
60 Spain in the night-time; and that 
„this intrigne was conducted by the 
„Count de Lemos, with the aſſiſtance 
«of Signior de Santillane, reſolved to 
„ be revenged upon them, as well as 
« upon his miſtreſs. With this view, he 
went privately to the Duke d'Uzeda, 
and diſcovered the whole affair. The 
© duke, raviſhed at having in his hand 
« ſuch a fair opportunity of ruining his 
© enemy, did not fail to uſe it: he in- 
« formed the king of what he had heard; 
te and repreſenting to him, with” great 
«« zeal, the,perils to which the prince 
% had been expoſed. This piece of news 


« rouzed the indignation of his — 
| | 5 
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1 jaſty, pang Ke ordered Si- love loſt. the very firſt moment than - 


3 —5 — in the houſe of | * cameſt to offer thy ſervice, l was pte 

ban d t Count de g ed with thy appearance: we muſt have 

mas, e 2 Gil wy. dees born under the Balance, or Ge- 

4 gal impriſonment. ” This,” mini, Which are ſaid. to be the to; 
ed Scipio, 1 hat my friend told me; | contullations that unite the, friend- 

* + by Which that your mis fartune (hip, of men. I willingly. accept the 


ou 
work of the Duke d'Uzeda, or 

Fee 

E this, in formation, 1 imagined 

that my. affairs. might. be retrieved in 
time; that, the Duke of Lerma, piqued 
at his nephew” $ exile, would exert him- 
ſelf to; haye that nobleman recalled to 
court z and I flattered myſelf, that I 
ſhould. not be forgotten by his excel- 
leacy..,.. What a fine thing hope is! it 
conſoled me all of a ſudden for the los 
of my effects, which had been ſtolen ; 
and made me às merry as if I had cauſe. 
to be ſo. Far from regarding wy iſon 
as an unha ApPY abode, where I ſhould 
perhaps end my days, it « + Ae rather 
as the means that Fortune had uſed to 
raiſe me to ſome great poſt; for 1 rea- 


1 " 


— . thou haſt propoſed ; and . 

begin it, by intreating the; keeper. to 

ſhut thee, up. with me in this tower. 

Nothing can give me er. ; 

cried he; you anticipate my deſite. , 

þ was,juft going to conjure you to a 
that ſavour of him: your company. 2 


dearer to me than liberty itſelf ; L will. 


* only. ſometimes go to Madrid on the 
* ſcout, and fee if ſome change may nat 
* have happened at court which can be 


* fayourable to you: ſo that ãn me you; - 
« will enjoy. at once a confident, souriare. 


11 


y and ſpy.? 

; Thele advant 
Table to be reje 
alang with-me a 
the permiſſion o 


[ nn 

| ew too Sofie 
: I therefore k 

. fo weful, with 


he obliging keeper, 


F. 


ſoned with myſlelf in this manner: The [who could not refuſe me ſuch, an Agree- 
wn ns. for. the prime-miniſter are, bie ronſoletian, * bh 
Bo ernando 3 Father Jerome 
© of 19 575 ang; in. e * a CH A 5 um nt, 
© ther is d“ Allaga, ,who owes to his 
« ;ntered the place he at preſent poſſeſſes] Ne motives 2 N Scipio 's firſt 
ney to Madrid. 25 ap falls | * 
dat court, With the aliftance of theſe hi 4 
„enen iends, his excellency will““ canſequence of Renger: 


emaliſh all his foes ; or perhaps the 1 


ate. will ſoon alter it's appearance: 
1115 majeſty is very ſickly; and as ſoon 
* az; he ſhal} be no more, the prince his 
©ſon will begin his reign by recalling 
Ry Count de Lemos, who will imme- 
iately releaſe me from this Place, rs 

« preſent me to the new monarch 
« will load me with favours.” Fog 
already elevated with ſuture pleaſures, 


F it be uſually obſerved that 8 | 

no greater enemies than ourdomef- 
ticks, it muſt likewiſe be owned, that, 
whea they happen to- be-faithfut and 
affectionate, they are our beſt. friends. 
After the zeal that Scipio had manifeſt - 
ed, I could not look upon him but às 
another Wu. There'was, therefore, no 
more ſubordination between Gil Blas 
and his ſecretary z no more ceremony: 


I ſcarce felt my preſent misfortune ; but 
I believe the two. bags, of doublopns, 
which my ſecretary fold, me he bad de- 
poſited with the goldſmith, contributed, 
much as this ho 755 to te; ſudden 
nge pf my diſpoſition. 

. I, was too well fatisfied with the NN 
integrity of Scipio, to be ſilent on 
t ſubject: I offered, him the half of 
the mongy which he had preſerved from 
the pillage; but this he refuſed, * . ex- 
* E he, another mark of ac- 
wledgment.“ As much ſurprized 

at his dilgourſe as at his refuſal, 
alked, what l could do for him © Don'e 
Akt us part,“ anſwered; he; allow me 
70 attach mx fortune to yours: I have 


1 friendſhip for you which I never felt 
or any other maſter.'—* And I can 


14 | 


they lodged together in the ſame * 
ulin os fame'table and bed. 

There way a great deal uf gen, 
Scipio's. converſation; he _—_ t have 
been juſti e the Good 2 
ed Lad: beſdes, he had a 

nd 1 profited by his 2 1 Friend? 
Gid.1 I da him one day, methinks it 
| © would be no bad eme for me to 
« write: to the Duke of Lerma : this 
could produce no bad effect: what is 
thy opinion of the matter“ Ves; 
but,“ anſwered he, the great are ſo 
« different from themſelves, at different 
C times, that I don't know how- your 
© letter will be received: nevertheleſs, 
Jam of opinion that you ſhould write 
in the mean time. Although the mi- 


| 


Laure TI child,” ſaid 1, © there is no | 


© niſter loves you, you muſt not truſt 
| 4 to, his friendſh 'p for being remem.- 
* bered 


— — — — 


© tered by him: theſe kind of patrons | 


© eafily forget thoſe who are out of fight 
* or hearing. | 
Although this was but too true, I re- 
pled, © judge more favourable of my 
tron, to whoſe kindneſs for me I am 
*no ſtranger”: I am perſuaded that he 
« pities my aMflition; which inceſſantly 
6 reſents itfelf to his mind: he probe- 
8 by waits until the king's wrath ſhall 
© ſbfide, before he takes me out of 
£ priſon. '—— In good time?” he reſumed; 
«© | wifh your opinion-of his excellency 
may be right: implore his aſſiſtance 
then by a very moving letter, which I 
© will carry to him; and I promiſe to 
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« fHeliver it into his own' hand.“ 
1 immediately called for paper and 
ink, and compoſed a morſel of elo- 
tence which Scipio thought very pa- 
thetick, and Tordelillas preferred even 
W the homilies of the Archbiſhop of 
Grease 0 | 
I flattered myfelf, that the Duke of 
Lerma would be moved with compal- 


ſron, in reading the melancholy account 


which I gave him of the yniſerable con- 
dition in which I was not; and in that 
confidence diſpatched my courier ; who 
no ſooner arrived at Madrid, than he 


went to the miniſter's, houſe, and met a 


valet de chambre of his acquaintance, 
who procured for him an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to the duke. My lord,“ 
faid Scipio, prefenting to his excellency 
the packet with which he was entruſted, 
* one of "your moſt faithful ſervants, 
ſtretched upon ſtraw, in a diſmal dun- 
geon of the tower of Segovia, moſt 
* humbly entreats your grace to read 
this letter, ' which a-turnkey, out of 
« pity, gave him liberty and means to 
« write.* The miniſter opened and wt 
ruſed the letter; but although he be- 
held in it a picture capable of melting 
the moſt obdurate ſoul, far from ſeem- 
ing affected at my diftreſs, he raiſed his 
voice, and in the hearing of feveral per- 


ſons preſent, ſaid to the courier, witty | © in a few days, 1 ſhall. be cored vf 


à furious air, Friend, telt Santillahe, 
* that he has à great deal of aſſurahce 
to addreſs himſelf to me after the 
* vaworthy actien he has committed, 
and for which he is fo juſtiy chaſlized. 
He is a wretch 'who! muſt not depend 
upon my protection; for I abandon 
* ym to the refenrment of the king.“ 
ipio, in ſpite of all his effrontery, 
was diſconcerted at this diſcourſe; but, 
notwithſtanding his confuſion, endea- 
red to intercede for me. My lord,” 


: 
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| 


„ 


ue goddefs who prefides over funerals, 


who, by their 
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he reſumed, * the priſoner will 'die 
+ of grief when he hears the arifwer of +, 
* your excellency.* The duke made no 
reply to my mediator but by a ſtern 
look, and turned his back upon him. 
It was thus the miniſter treated me, the 
better to conceal the part he had in the 
amorons intrigue of the Prince of Spain; 
and this ought to be 'a warning to all 
little agents, whom noblemen uſe in their 
ſecret and dangerous negociations. 4 
When my ſecretary returned to Se- 
ovia, and made me acquainted with 
the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, I was 
plunged into the dire abyfs of deſpon - 
dency in which I found myſelf the firſt 
day of my imprifonment. I thought 
myſelf even ſtill more unhappy, ſince I 
had now no reaſon to expect the pro- 
tection of the Duke of Lerma. My 
cou ſunk apace; and, notwithſtand- 
ing all that they could ſay to raiſe it 
again, I became a to the moſt keen 
ſorrow, which threw me by degrees in- 
to a moſt violent fever. + W 
Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf” 
in my preſervation, imagining that he 


could not do better than call phyſicians 


to my aſſiſtance, brought two to viſit me, 
appearance, ſeemed zeal- 
ous miniſters of the goddeſs Libitina . 
Signior Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, preſenting 
them to me, © here are two Hippocrates's' 
© come to ſee you; they will ſet you a- 
* foot again in a little time.“ I was fo 
much prejudiced againſt all manner of 
phyſicians, that 1 ſhould have certainly 
ven them a very bad reception, had I 
een in the leaſt deſirous of living; but 
at that time I felt myſelf ſo much tired 
of life, that I was glad Tordeſillas had 
put me into their hands. 

« Signior Cavalier,“ ſaid one of theſe 
doctors to me, in the firſt place, you 
© muſt repoſe an entire confidence in out 
© kill. *—* I have a moſt perfect de- 
« pendence on it,“ anſwered 1: with 
your aſſiſtance; I am very ſure that, 


my diſtempers;% Ves, he replied ; 

with, God's help, you ſhall: at leaſt, 
deavour for that pars 
ntlemen actually per- 


© we will do our 

©-poſe.”/ Theſe ge 
formed to u miracle, and put me into 
fuch a good way; that I was viſibly poſt. 
ing to the other world. Don Andrea, 
deſpairing of may recovery, had already 
ſent for Franeiſcan friar to prepare me 
for my end. The good father, havi 
done his duty, had already retired ; 4 
I myſelf believing that my laſthour ap- 


proached, 


e 
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proached, beckoned Scipio to the bed- 
fide. My dear friend, ſaid T to him, 
with a faint voice; ſo much was I en- 
feebled by the medicines I had taken, 
and the bleedings I had undergone; *1 
© leave to thee one of the bags which are 
© at Gabriel's houſe, and cohjure thee to 
© carry the other into the Aſturias, to my 
father and mother, who muſt have great 
© occaſion for it, if they be till alive. 
But, alas! I fear they could not bear 
© up againſt my ingratitude : the report 
©w » 4 doubtleſs, Muſcada made to 
* them of my hard-heartedneſs, has, 
6 E occaſioned their death. If 
Heaven hath preſerved them, in ſpite 
of the indifference with which I re- 
«© quited their affection, give them the 
© bag of doubloons, and beg them, from 
© me, to pardon my unnatural behavi- 
* our. If they are no more, I charge 
© thee to employ the money in cauſin 
* prayers to be put up for the repoſe of 
© their ſouls and mine.“ So ſaying, 1 
ſtretched out my hand, which he bathed 
with his tears, without being able to 
anſwer one word; ſo much was the r 
oung man afflicted at the — of 
ng me. This proves that the tears 
of an heir are not always the tears of 
joy diſguiſed. 

I lay thus, in expectation of my exit; 
but 1 was balked. My doctors, hav- 
ing abandoned me, left the field free to 
nature. I was ſaved by their deſertion. 
The fever, which, according to their 
prognoſtick, was to carry me off, quitted 
me immediately, as if it intended to give 
them the lye. 1 recovered gradually ; 
and, by the greateſt good luck in the 
world, a perfect tranquillity of mind 
was the fruit of my diſeaſe. I then had 
no need of conſolation: I entertained 
for riches and honour all the contempt 
which the opinion of approaching death 
had made me conceive; and now reſtor- 
ed, as it were, to myfelf, bleſſed my miſ- 
fortune. I thanked Heaven for it, as 
for a particular favour, and firmly re- 
folved never to return to court, even if 
the Duke of Lerma ſhould recal me. 1 
Prager rather, if ever I ſhould be re- 

eafed, to purchaſe a cottage, and live 
in it like a philoſopher. 

My confident approved of my deſign ; 
and told me, that, in order to haſten the 
execution of it, he intended to go and 
ſolicit -my enlargement at Madrid. 
© There is a thing come into my head, 
added he: I know a perſon who can 
© ſerve you. She is the favourite wait- 
ing - woman of the prince's nurſe, and 
L agin 41 ding: I will make 

O. v2, 
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© her apply to her miſtreſs in your be- 
© half; and will attempt mo thing to 
get you out of this tower, which is ſti!l 

© a priſon, notwithſtanding the good 
© treatment which you receive in it. 
© Thou art in the right,” anſwered I; 
go, my friend, and begin this nego- 
© ciation without loſs of time. Would 


to Heaven we were already in our re- 
treat!“ | p 


CHAP. IX. 


| Anu 
Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the 


enlargement of Gil Blas, on certain Con» 
ditions. What courſe they fleer together, 
when they leave the tower of Segovia, and 
the converſation that paſſes between them. 


CI PIO ſet out once more for Ma- 
drid; and I, in expectation of his 
return, applied myſelf to reading, be- 
ing furniſhed with more books than 1 
wanted by Tordeſillas, who borrowed 
them from an old commander thatcould 
not read, though he had a fine library, 
to maintain the appearance of a literati. 
I loved, in particular, good books of, 
morality, becauſe I found in them every 
moment paſſages that flattered my 
averſion for the court, and my inclina» 
tion for ſolitude, 
I ſpent three weeks without hearin 
a ſyllable of my agent, who at lengt 
returned, and ſaid to me, with a 
air, This time, Signior de Santillane, 
* I bring good news; Madam the nurſe 
© intereſts herſelf in your behalf. Her 
* maid, at my entreaty, in conſideration 
* of an hundred piſtoles that I have 
© conſigned to her, has been ſo generous 
© as to engage her to beg your releaſe of 
© the Prince of Spain; and that prince, 
© who, as I have already obſerved, can 
© refuſe her nothing, has promiſed to aſk 
© it of the king his father. I am come 
© hither in a hurry to apprize you of it, 
© and ſhall return immediately to — 
« finiſhing ſtroke to the work.“ ſay- 
ing, he left me, and went back to court. 
Sis third trip was not of long dura- 
tion. In eight days my man returned, 
and told me, that the prince 6 hot 
without difficulty, obrained my releaſe. 
This piece of information was confirmed 
the ſame day by Mr. Keeper, who em- 
braced me, ſaying, My dear Gil Blas! 
thank Heaven, you are free! the gates 
of the priſon are open to you; but 
© upon two conditions, which perhaps 
« will Pr you a great deal of pain and 
* which I am obliged to inform you of, 
though not without regret. 


ths ma- 
jeſty torbids you to appear at court, 
| Tt Y ap * 
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* and orders you to quit the kingdom 
* of Caſtile in a month. I am very 
* much mortified that you are prohibit- 
ed from going to court.'—" And I am 
* overjoyed at it,“ I replied : © God knows 
« what my opinion of it is. I expected 


but one, favour from the king, and I 


have received two. | 
Being aſſured that I was no longer 
priſoner, I hired two mules, which m 
confident and I mounted next day, af- 
ter having bid adieu to Cogollos, and 
returned a thouſand thanks to Torde- 
ſillas, for all the marks of friendſhip 1 


- Had received at his hands. We ſet out 


merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, from 
the hands of Signior Gabriel, our two 
bags, in each of which were five hun- 
dred doubloons. My aſſociate ſaid to 
me by the way, * It we are not rich 
enough to buy a magnificent eſtate, 
© we can at leaſt purchaſe a commodi- 
* ous one.'—* So we had but a hut,” 
anſwered I, I ſhould be ſatisfied with 
my condition; for, though I am ſcarce 
© in the middle of my career, I feel my- 
© ſelf quite detached from the world, and 
« intend for the future to live for my- 
« ſelf only. Beſides, 1 muſt tell thee, I 
© have formed an inchanting idea of a 
«© country life, the pleaſures of which I 
* enjoy by anticipation. Methinks Lal. 
© ready behold the enamelled meads; 
« hear the nightingales ſing, and the 
« brooks murmur. Sometimes I divert 
« myſelf in hunting, and ſometimes in 
« fiſhing. Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, 
« all the different pleaſures that await 
« us in ſolitude, and thou wilt be as 
« much charmed with it as Iam. With 
© regard to eating, the moſt ſimple nou- 
«© riſhment is beſt. A morſel of bread 
may ſatisfy us when we are hungry, 
* and the appetite with which we cat it, 
s will make us think it excellent food. 
© The pleaſure does not conſiſt in the 
quality of exquiſite diſhes, but centers 
« wholly in ourſelves; and this is ſo true, 
« that the moſt delicious of my meals 
© are not thoſe in which the greateſt de- 
© licacy and abundance reign. Fruga- 
« lity is a ſource of delights, and won- 
0 derfully conducive to health.“ | 
© By your leave, Signior Gil Blas,? 
ſaid my ſecretary, interrupting me; 1 
am not altogerhier of your opinion 
© with regard to the pretended frugali- 
© ty you praiſe ſo much. Why ſhould 
we live like Diogenes? If we indulge 


- © qur appetites a little, we ſhall not find 


* ourſelves a bit the worſe for it, Take 


- © my advice; and fince we have, thank 
God, wherewithal to render our re- 


* treat agreeable, let us. not make it the 
© habitation of hunger and poverty. As 
© ſoon as we ſhall have got poſſeſſion of 
* our land, we ſhall fortify our houſe 
* with good wines, and all other provi- 
* fions ſuitable to people of taſte, who 
* did not quit the commerce of mankind 
with a. view of renouncing the conve- 
* niencies of life, but rather to enjoy 
* them with more tranquillity. © That 
* whicha man has in his houſe,” ſays 
Heſiod, „never hurts him: whereas 
that which he has not may. It is bet- 
* ter,” adds the ſame author, for a 
** man to have all things neceſſary in 
* his poſſeſſion, than in his wiſh only.“ 

How the devil, Mr, Scipio ' cried 
I, come you to know the Greek po- 
*ets? Hal where did you pick up ac- 
| © quaintance. with Hefiod ?*—* In the 
* houſe of a learned man,” he replied : 
* I ſerved a pedant of Salamanca ſome 
'* time. He was a great commentator, 
* and would toſs you up a large volume 
in a twinkling, compoſed of Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin quotations, taken 
from books in his library, and tranſ- 
* lated into the Caſtilian tongue. As 1 
* was his amanuenſis, I retained in my 
* memory a great number of ſentences 
* as remarkable as that which I repeat- 
*ed,'—* If that be the caſe,” ſaid I, 
* your memory 1s well garniſhed. But, 
to return to our ſcheme ; in what king- 
dom of Spain do you think, we ſhould 
© eſtabliſh our philoſophical reſidence ?? 
—* I vote for Arragon,” replied my 
confident; we will there find charming 
ſpots, where we may lead a delicious 
© life, '*—* Well,” ſaid I ; * be it ſo, Let 
© us fix in Arragon, I conſent to the 
* propoſal ; and I -wiſh we may there 
find a place of abode that will afford 
© all thoſe pleaſures with which 1 feaſt 
my imagination.“ 


C HAP. IX. 


Their behaviour at Madrid. G Blas 
meets à Certain perſon in the ſtreet. The 
conſequence of that meeting. * 


HEN we arrived, at Madrid, 

we alighted at a ſmall houle, 
where Scipio had lodged in his expedi- 
tions; and the firſt thing we did was to 
repair to Salero, in order toretrieve our 
doubloons. He gave us a very civil re- 
ception, and expreſſed a good deal of 
joy in ering me at liberty. I proteſt 
* to you,“ ſaid he, I was ſo much af- 
fected' with -your- misfortune, that I 
* conceived a diſguſt at all alliances with 


* courtiers, their fortunes are ſo uncer- 
* tain; 
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©tain; and therefore gave my daughter 
©Gabriela in marriage to a wealthy 
©:merchant.'—< You were in the right,” 
anſwered 1: for, beſides that this 
„match is more ſolid, a citizen who 
marries his daughter to a man of qua- 
©Jity, has not always reaſon to be ſatis- 
© fied with Monſieur his ſon-in-law.” 
Then ſhifting the ſubje&t, and com- 
ing to the purpoſe, ** Signior Gabriel,“ 
added I, be fo good, if you pleaſe, to 
„deliver the two thouſand piſtoles, 
©which— Vour money is ready for 
you,“ faid the goldſmith, interrupting 
me; and conducting us into his cloſet, 
ſhewed us the two bags, with notes upon 
them, containing theſe words: © Theſe 
© bags of doubloons belong to Signior 
„Gil Blas de Santillane.'-—* There they 
© are,” ſaid he, © juſt as they were com- 
© mitted to my care.” . 
I thanked Salero for the ſervice he 
had done me; and, very well confoled 
for the loſs of his daughter, carried the 
bags home, where we began toexamine 
our donble piſtoles. The tale was juſt, 
after having deducted about fifty which 
had been employed to procure my en- 
largement. Our ſole ſtudy now was, to 
put ourſelves in a condition to depart 
for Arragon. My ſecretary undertook 
to buy a chaiſe and two mules, and I 
provided onrſelves with cloaths and li- 
nen. While I was going from one 
place to another in the ſtreets, bargain- 
ing for What I wanted, I met Baron 
Steinbach, that 'officer of the' German 
guards in whoſe houſe Don Alphonſo 
had been brought up. LAN 
* I ſaluted that cavalier, who, knowing 
me alſo, came and embraced me with 
great affettion. am extremely glad,” 
faid I to him, © to fee your lordſhip in 
* ſuch good health, and to find at the 
© ſame time an opportunity of hearing 
© of Don Cæſar and Don Alphonſo de 
© Leyva.'—* I can give youa certain ac- 
© count of them both,“ anſwered he; 
© for they are now actually at Madrid, 
* ang lodge in my houſe. About three 
© months ago they came to town to 
thank his majeſty for a poſt which Don 
* Alphonſo has received, in conſidera- 
tion of the ſervices which his anceſtors 
© had done the ſtate. He is made go- 
© vernor of the city of Valencia without 
* having 
© fired any body to ſolicit for him. No- 
* thing can be more generous; and this 
* ſhews that our monarch delights 'in 
* recompenſing valour.“ 
Though I knew much better than the 
Baron de Steinbach what the true mo- 


aſked the place, or even de- 


tive was, I did not ſeem to know any 
thing of the matter; but expreſſed ſuch 
a vehement deſire to ſalute my old maſ- 
ters, that, in order to ſatisfy me, he car- 
ried me home with him immediately. 
I was curious to try Dori Alphonſo and 
judge, by the reception I howld meet 
with from him, whether or no he had 
any remains of affection for me. Þ 
found him in a hall, playing at cheſs 
with the baroneſs; and as ſoon as he 
perceived me, he quitted the game, got 
up, and advancing towards me” with 
tranſport, preſſed my head with his 
arms, ſaying, with marks of real joy, 
* Santillane, have I found you again! I 


am overjoyed at meeting with vou! It 
vas not my fault that ever we parted; 


for I defired you, if you remember, 
© not to leave the caſtle of Leyva. Von 
© had no regard to my requeſt; but I am 
© far from being angry with you on that 
© account. I am even beholden to you, 
© for the motive of your retreat: bur 
©-fince that time, you ought to have let 
me hear from you, and ſpared me the 
trouble of ſending in vain to ſind you 
© at Grenada, where Don Fernando, 
© my | brother-in-law, - wrote me you 


(Was.“ 


After this gentle reproach, he con- 
tinued, Tell me what your buſineſs is 
dat Madrid. You have, 1 ſuppoſe, 
© ſome employment here! Be aſſured, 
that I ſhare as much as ever in what 


concerns you. —“ Signior, anſwered 


I, « ſomething: leſs than four months 
© ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable poſt 
© at court, having had the hongur-to be 
« ſecretary nd confident to the Duke of 
© Lerma.*—* Is it poſſible l' cried Don 
Alphonſo, with extreme aſtoniſhment ; 
© what! was you in the confidence of 
© the prime-miniſter ?-—* 1 gained his 
« favour,” ſaid I, *and loſt it in the man- 
© ner you ſhall hear.“ I then recounted 
the whole ſtory, and ended my nar- 
ration with the reſolution I had taken 
to buy, with the flender remains of m 
proſperity, a cottage, in which 1 propol- 
ed to lead a' retired life. The ſon of 
Don Czſar having liſtened very atten» 
tively, repli: - ; My dear Gil Blas, you 
© know 1 always loved you. You ſhall 
© be the ſport of Fortune no more. I 
«© will deliver you from her power, b 
* making you maſter of an eſtate whic 
© ſhe cannot deprive you of. Since you 
« deſign to live in the country, I beſtow 
© upon'you a {mall farm Which we have 
© hard by Lirias, about four leagues 
from Valencia, You know the place; 
and it is a preſent which we are in a 
Lls2 condition 
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* condition of making, without incom- 
, Moding ourſelves in the leaſt, I dare 
„ anſwer for my father's conſent, and 
know that it will give great pleaſure 
* to Seraphina. | 
I threw myſelf at the feet of Don 
Alphonſo, Tho immediately raiſed me 
I Kkiſſed his hand, and more charm- 
with the goodneſs of his heart, than 
with the value of his favour, Signior,” 
ſaid I, your beha jour enchants me. 
The preſent which you make is the 
© more agreeable, as it precedes the 
knowledge of a piece of ſervice which 
* I did you; and I would rather owe it 
© to your generolity than to your ac- 
* knowledgment.* My governor was a 
little ſurprized at my diſcourſe, and did 
not fail to aſk what this pretended ſer- 
vice was. I told him; and the infor- 
mation redoubled his ſurprize. He, as 
well as the Baron de Steinbach, was far 


* 


from thinking that the goverament of 
the city of Valencia had been beſtowed 


upon him by my intereſt. Neverthe- 
leſs, as he could not doubt my-veracity, 
Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, ſince I owe my 
© poſt to you, I don't intend to confine 
© my gratuity to the little farm of Li- 
© rias; I will give you along with it two 
£ thouſand ducats yearly.” 

Halt there, Signior Alphonſo," ſaid 
I, interrupting him; * don't awake my 
© avarice. 'I have too well experienced, 
that riches ſerve only to corrupt my 
© morals. IL accept, with all my heart, 
« your farm of Lirias, where I wilt live 


© comfortably with the money which 1 


© have already in my poſſeſſion, But 
that is ſuſficient ; and, far from deſir- 
© ing more, I would rather conſent to 
© lofe the ſuperfluity of what I poſſeſs. 
© Riches are a burden to one in retire- 
« ment, who ſeeks only to enjoy quiet.“ 
While we conyerſed in this manner, 
Don Cæſar coming in, expreſſed as much 
joy at ſeeing me as his ſon had done be- 
fore; and when he underſtood the oblj- 
gation which his family lay under to 
me, he preſſed me to accept the annuity, 
which 1 again refuſed. In ſhort, the 
father and ſon carried me inſtantly to a 
notary's houſe, where ty cauſed a 
deed of gift to be made out, and ſigned 
it with more pleaſure than they would 


| 


> © I failed in my duty.“ 
$09 very much of my deſign, and even 


— — 
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vantage. When it was executed, they 
27 it into my hand, ſaying the farm of 

irias was no longer theirs, and that I 
might go and take poſſeſſion of it when 
I 4 They then went back to the 
houſe of Baron de Steinbach, and I flew 
to our lodgings, where, my ſecretary was 
raviſhed with admiration, when 1 in- 
formed him that I had an eſtate in Va- 
lencia, and recounted in what manner I 
had made this acquiſition. * How much.“ 
ſaid he, may this ſmall domigion be 
© worth P?—* Five hundred ducats per 
annum,“ I replied: and I can afſure 
© thee, it is a lovely ſolitude, which I 
know perfectly well; having been 
© there ſevera] times in quality of ſteward 
© to the Lords of Leyva. It is a ſmall 
© houſe on the borders of the Guadala- 
© yiar, id a hamlet of five ar ſix houſes, 
and in the midſt of a charming coun- 
4 t > | 

What pleaſes me ſtill more in it,“ 
cried Scipio, * is, that we ſhall have fine 
© veniſon, with wine of Benicarlo, and 
excellent Muſcadine. Come, maſter, 
let us make haſte to quit the world, 
© and gain our hermitage.*—*1 long as 
much as thou doſt to be there,“ I re- 
plied ; © but I muſt firſt make a tour to 
the Aſturias. My parents are there in 
no very agreeable ſituation; and I in- 
© tend to conduct them to Lirias, where 


| © they will paſs the remainder of their 


* days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps, has 
granted me this aſylum on purpoſe to 
© receive them, and would puniſh me if 
Scipio approv- 


excited me to put it in execution. Let 
© us loſe no time,“ ſaid he; I have al- 
* ready ſecured a chaiſe, let us buy 
* mules immediately, and ſet out for 
Oviedo. -“ Yes, my friend,“ I replied ; 
© let us depart as ſoon as we can. I 
think it my indiſpenſible duty to ſhare 
* the ſweets of my retirement with the 
* authors of my being. Our journey 
* will not be long. We ſhall ſoon ſee 
* ourſelves ſettled in our hamlet ; where, 
« when I arrive, I will write over the 
* door of my houſe theſe two Latin 
* verſes in letters of gold: 


have in Ggning a deed to their own ad- 


Iven portum ! Spex et fortuna walete ! 
* Sat me lufiftis, ludite nume alios." 
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CHAP. 1. 
Gil Blas ſets out for the Aſturias ; paſſes 
through Valladolid, where he viſits 12 
old maſter, Doctor Sangrado ; and meets 
by accident with Signior Manuel Ordon- 
nez, director of the hoſpital. 


? HILE I was getting ready 
| for my departure from 
Madrid, with Scipio, on 
my journey to the Aſtu- 
rias, Pope Paul the Fifth 
named the Duke of Ler- 
ma to the cardinaMhip. This pope be- 
ing defirous of eftabliſbin the Inqui- 
ſition in the kingdom of Naples, in- 
velied that miniſter with the purple, 
that he might engage him to make 
King Philip conſent to ſuch a laud- 
able deſign. All thoſe who were well 
acquainted with this new member of 
the Sacred College thought, hke me; 
that the church made a fine acqui- 
ſition. 

Scipio, who would rather have ſeen 
me in a brilliant poſt at court, than 
buried in ſolitude, adviſed me to pre- 
ſeat myſelf before the cardinal: * Per- 
© haps,” ſaid he, his eminence, feeing 
© you out of - priſon by the king's order, 
© will think it unneceſſary to appear any 
© longer irritated againſt you, and take 


you into his {er ce again.“ Mr. 


Scipio,“ anſwered I, * you ſeem to 
* have forgot that I obtained my tiberty 
© on condition that I ſhould quit the 
* Two Caſtiles immediately, Beſides, 
do you think me already difguſted with 
* my caſtle of Lirias? I have told you 
once, and now repeat it, ik the 


[ 


Duke of Lerma would reſtore me to 
* his good graces, and even offer me 
the place of Dun Rodrigo de Calde- 
* rona, I would refuſe it, My reſfoln« 
© tion is taken. 1 will go in queſt of 
my parents at Oviedo, and'retire with 
them to Valencia. As for thee, my 
friend, if thou repenteſt of havin 
joined thy fortune to mine, ſpeak ; i 
© am ready to give thee one half af my 
* money, and thou mayeſt ſtay at Ma- 
« drid, and puſh thy fortune as far as it 
© will go.“ | j 4ST 

* How l' replied my ſecretary, nettled 
at my words; can you ſuſpect me of 
having any repugnance to follow you 
to your retreat? my zeal and at ach- 
© mnt are injured by your ſuſpicion. 
* What } Scipio, that faithful ſervant { 
* who, to ſhare your affliction, would 
have willingly paſſed the remainder of 
© his days with you in the tower of Se- 
« govial ſhall he feel any regret in ac- 
* companying you to an abode that pro- 
« miſes him a thouſand pleaſures! No, 
© no; I have no deſire of diſſuading you 
from your reſolution. I muſt own, I 
« was a little miſchievous, when 1 ad- 
« viſed you to ſhew yourſelf to the Duke 
© of Lerma: I wanted to ſound you, 
that I might knor- if ſome ſeeds of 
ambition did not ſtill remain in your 


© breaſt. Well then; ſince you are ſo 


© much detached from pomp and gran- 
« deur, let us abandon the court imme- 
* diately, and go and enjoy thoſe in- 
* nocent and delicious pleaſures, of 
© which we have formed ſuch charming 
ideas.“ We actually ſet out in a few 
days, mounted together in a Chaiſe drawn 


by 
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by two good mules, and conducted by 
a young man, with whom I thought 
proper to augment my train. We lay 
the firſt night at Alcala de Henares, and 
the ſecond at Segovia ; from whence, 
without ftaying to viſit the generous 
7 Tordeſiltas) we got to Penafiel / 
on the Duero, and next day to Valla- 
dolid.* At fight of this laſt place, I 
could not help heaving a profound ſigh 
and my companion, who perceived it, 
aſking the cauſe * Child,“ ſaid I, I 
© practiſed phyſick a long time in this 
city; and my conſcience upbraids me 
© with it this moment! methinks all the 
* fick people whom I killed come out of 
* their toinbs, and ſeem ready to tear 
© me in pieces.“ What a fancy is this!“ 
ſaid my ſecretary : * uu Sein de 
* Santillane, you are too good. Why 
* ſhould you repent of having laboured 
tin your vocation ? Obſerve the oldeſt 
© phyſicians ; do they feel any ſuch re- 
* morſe ? No, ſure: they ſtill go on in 
© their old courſe, with the ntmoſt tran- 
© quillity, throwing the blame of all 
4 fatal accidents on nature, and claim- 
* ing honour from every lucky event.” 
True, faid I; Dr. Sangrado, 
* whoſe method 1 faithfully followed, 
© was a man of that character. Though 


| 


© he faw twenty people die daily upon 


© his hands, he was ſo well convinced 
© of the excellence of bleeding in the 

* arm, and plentiful draughts of warm 
water, which he called his two ſpeci- 
« ficks in all kinds of diſtempers, that, 
* znſtead of ſuſpecting his. remedies, he 
© believed that his patients died becauſe 
© they had not drank and been blooded 
enough.“ ' Egad1* cried Scipio, 
burſting into a loud laugh; * this muſt 
© be an incomparable perſon!l' —*« If 
thou haſt any curioſity to ſee and hear 
© him,' faid I, thou mayeſt {atisfy it to- 
© morrow morning, provided Sangrado 
© be ſtill alive, and at Valladolid; which 
] can ſcarce believe, for he was very 
* old when I left him, and that hap- 
* pened a good many years ago.“ 

Our fir(t care, when we arrived at our 
inn, was to enquire about that doctor, 
whom we learned was not yet dead; 
but being too old to viſit patients, or 
move abont, he kad given place to three 
or four doctors, who had acquired re- 


| , 


putation by a new method of practice, 
| which did not ſucceed a whit better 
than his. We reſolved to ſtay all next 
day at Valladolid, as well to reſt our 
| horſes, as to viſit Signior Sangrado, to 
whoſe houſe we repaired about ten 
o*clack in the morning, and found him 
ſitting in an eaſy-chair, with a book in 
his hand. As ſoon as he perceived us, 
he got up, and coming towards me, 
with a firm ſtep, conſidering his age, 
which was ſeyenty, aſked our buſineſs 
with him. © Mr. Doctor,“ ſaid 1 to 
him, „don't you recollect me? I have 
* the honour to be one of your diſciples. 
Don't you remember a- young man 
called Gil Blas, who formerly lived in 
© your houſe, and was your deputy ?'— 
«What! is it you, Santillane !' anfwer- 
ed he, embracing me; * 1 ſhuuld not 
* have known you again. I am very 
© glad fo ſee you, What have you been 
doing ſince you left me? You have, 
* doubtleſs, practiſed phyſick all along?“ 
— 1 112 indeed,“ ſaid I, * ſufficiently 
«inclined to that profeſſian, which, 
© however, ſome ſtrong reaſons have 
© hindered me from exercifing.” 

So much the worſe,” replied San- 
grado. With the principles which 
vou imbibed from me, you would have 
© become an expert phyſician, provided 
© Heaven had given you grace to pre- 
© ſerve yourſelt from the dangerous love 
* of chymiſtry. Ah, my fon conti- 
nued he, with an air gf ſorrow; what 
© a change has hagfened in phyſick 
* within theſe few years} That art is 
© robbed of all it's honour and dignity: 
that art, which in all times hath re- 
* garded the lite of a man, is now a pre 
© to raſhneſs, preſumption, and empi- 
* ricks; for their actions ſpeak; and, in 
a little time, the very ſtones will cry 
© aloud againſt the cabals of theſe new 
« practitioners. Lapides clamabunt There 
tare in this city phyſicians (or ſuch as 
call themſelves fo) who are yoked to 
© the triumphal car of antimony. Currus 
* trrumphalts antimonii. Truants from 
© the ſchool of Paracelſus; adorers of 
© kermes, accidental curers, who make 
© the whole ſcience of medicine conſiſt 
© in knowing how to prepare chymical 
drugs. What ſhall 1 tell you | every 


— 


thing is turned tes ſy-turvy in their 


8 Valladolid, an ancient city of Old Cattile, in Spain, on the Yanks of the Piſuerga, in a 
mot delighttu! fituation, on a fertile plain. The inhabitants make up about four thouſand fa- 
milies, among whom is a great number of nobility and gentry : it is the ſee of a biſhop, has an 


univerſity, and a conſiderable trade. 


Among other ſtately buildings, the great piazza is one of 


the nobleſt, being the model of that of Madrid, confiſting of five hundred arches with gilded 
balconies. This city is walled, but not a place of firength.” Here are about ſeventy convents of 


both ſexes. 
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© method, Meecing at the foot, for 
example, hitherto ſo ſeldom practiſed, 
is now almoſt the only evacuation in 

Thoſe purgatives which were 
formerly nile and benign, are now 
changed for emeticks and kermes. 
The whole is a mere chaos, where each 
does what he thinks proper; tranſ- 
« greſling thoſe bounds of order and ſa- 
* gacity which our ancient maſters had 
« {0 wiſely preicribed.” 

Whatever inclination I had to laugh 
at ſuch a comical declamation, I had 
power to reſiſt it. I did more: Lexclaim- 
cd againſt kermes, without Knowing 
what it was, and at a venture wiſhed 
thoſe who invented it at the devil. 
Scipio, obſerving that I made myſelf 
merry with this ſcene, had a mind to 
att in it alſo. + Mr. Doctor,“ ſaid he 
to Sangrado, as I am | aaa groan 
to a phyſician of the old ſchool, give 
me leave to revolt with you agaiuſt 
« chymical medicines. My late grand- 
uncle (reſt his ſoul!) was fuch a warm 
* partizan of Hippocrates, that he often 
_ © battled with quacks who ſpoke diſre- 

« ſpeCtfully of that prince of phyſick. 
True blood will always ſhew itſelf; 
I would willingly perform the office 
© of executioner to thoſe ignorant in- 
© novators of whom you complain with 
© ſuch eloguence and juſtice, What 
© diſorder mult theke wretches create in 
civil ſociety!” | | 

That diſorder,“ replied the doctor, 
is more extenſive than you imagine. 
My having publiſhed a book againſt 
the robbers of medicine, was of no 
euſe: on the contrary, the miſchief 
daily increaſes. The ſurgeons, mad 
with the ambition of acting as phyſi- 
« cians, think themſelves ſufficiently qua- 
© lified, when there is nothing to be 
done but to give kermes and emeticks, 
© to which they add blooding at the foot, 
© according to their own fancy. They 
even proceed ſo far, as to m x kermes 
in apozems and cordial potions; and 
* ſo they are on a par with your cele- 
© brated preſcribers. This contagion 
© has ſpread alſo among the cloyſters. 
© There are ſome monks who act both as 
+ apothecaries and ſurgeons. Thoſe 
C apes of medicine apply themſelves io 
* chymiſtry, and compoſe pernicious 
« drugs, with which they abridge the 


© uſe. 


© lives of their reverend fathers. In fine, - 


© there are more than ſixty monaſteries 
+ of men and women in Valladolid; ſo 
you may judge what ravage is made 


in them, by kermes united with eme- 
: licks, and blooding in the tot rr 


Fg 


| 


| 


n 


1 


| 


| 


« Signior Sangrado,” ſaid I, © you have 
* reaſon to be incenſed againſt theſe 
«* poiſoners. I groan in concert with 
© with you, and ſhare your alarms for 
* the lives of mankind, which are ſo 
© manifeſtly threatened by a method fo 
different from yours. I am very much 
* afraid that chymiſtry will one. day 
* occalion the total ruin of phyſick; in 
* the ſame manner as talſe money proves 
* deſtructive to kingdoms. Heaven 
* grant that the fatal day be not too 
© near!? 

At this part of our converſation, an 
old maid-ſervant brought in for the 
doctor a little light bread on a falver, 
and a glaſs, with two bottles, one of 
which was filled with water, and the 
other with wine. After he had eaten a 
morſel of the bread, he took a draught 
of liquor, in which indeed there were 
two thirds of water; but that did not 
fave him from the reproach which he 
gave me a handle to vent againſt him. 
Ah, ha? ſaid I, Mr. Doctor, have 
1 caught you in the fact? you drink 
© wine then! you have always declared 
© againſt that liquor; you who, during 
* three-fourths of your life, have drank 
* nothing but water! How long have 
© you acted fo inconſiſtent with your- 
* ſelf? You can't excuſe yourſelf on 
account of your age; ſince in one 
* of your writings, you define old age 
* a natural decay that withers and con- 
* fumes us; and, in conſequence of that 
* definition, deplore the ignorance of 
* thoſe people who ityle wine the milk 
of old men, What, therefore, can 
© you ſay in your own juſtification ?? 

* You declare war againſt me very 
* unjuſtly, replied the old phyſician. 
© Had I drank pure wine, you would 
© have had ſome reaſon to look upon 
* me as an unfaithful obſerver of my 
* own method; but you ſee that my 
© wine is very much diluted,'—* Ano- 
© ther inconſiſtency, my dear maſter,” 
ſaid I: don't you remember that you 
* blamed the Canon Sedillo for drink- 
© ing wine, although it was mixed with 
© a great deal of water? Conſeſs freely, 
© that you are ſenſible of your error; 
© and that wine is not a fatal liquor, as 
© you advanced in your works, provided 
© it be drank with moderation.* « 

Theſe words perplexed the doctor, 
who could not deny that he had forbid 
the uſe of wine in his books; but ſhame 
and vanity hindered him from ownin 
that my reproach was juſt, and he di 
not know what anſwer .to make, To 
extricate him out of this dilemma, 1 
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thifted the diſcourſe; and in a moment 
after took leave of him, exhorting him 


to keep his ground ſtill againſt the new 
provtitioners. © Courage, Signior San- 
 grado!” ſaid 1 to him; * be indefa- 
© tigable in decrying kermes, and com- 
bat againſt blooding in the foot with- 
out ceaſing. If, in ſpite of your zeal 
and phylical orthodoxy, that empirical 
© race ſhould ſucceed in ruining true 
© difcipline, you will at leaſt enjoy the 
© confolation of having done your ut- 
© moſt to maintain it.” 

As my ſecretary and I returned to 
the inn, converſing together about the 
diverting and original character of the 
doctor, a man of about five and fifty 
or ſixty years of age paſſed us Tn the 
ſtreet, walking with his eyes fixed upon 
the gs and a large roſary in his 
hand. I viewed him attentively, and 
eaſily recollected him to be Signior Ma- 
tel Ordonnez, that pious director of 


the hoſpital, of whom ſuch honourable 


Mention is made in the firſt volume 
of my memoirs. I accoſted him with 

eat demonſtrations of reſpect, ſaying, 
* Health to the venerable and diſcreet 
* Signior Manuel Ordonnez ! the moſt 
© proper man in the world to —_—_— 
* the poor's money.* At theſe words 
he eyed me narrowly, and anſwered, 
that he remembered my features, but 
could not recollect the place where he 
had ſeen me. I was often at your 
© houſe,” ſaid I, while you had in your 
« ſervice a friend of mine called Fabricio 
Nunnez.— Ahl I remember you non; 
anſwered the director, with a ſatirical 
ſmile, by this token, that you were 
both arch lads, and played together 
© many tricks of youth, Well! what 
© is become of poor Fabricio? every time 
© 1 think of him, I am uneaſy about his 
* circumſtances.” f 

« My motive,” ſaid I, for taking the 
« liberty of ſtopping you in the ſtreet, 
* was to give you an account of him. 
« Fabricio is at Madrid, employed in 
© compoſing miſcellanies.*—* What do 
*you call miſcellanies?* anſwered he. 
That is,“ ſaid I, he writes in proſe 
* and verſe. He compoſes comedies and 
* romances ; in a word, he is a young 
+ fellow of genius, and is very well re- 
« ceived in the beſt families.'—* But,“ 
faid the director, how ſtands he with 


nis baker . Not quite ſo well, an- 


ſwered 1, as with people of faſhion: 
s between you and me, I believe he is 
6 as poor as Job. Oh! 1 don't at all 
+ doubt it,” cried Ordonnez. * Let him 
male his court to noblemen as much 

= 


© as he pleaſes; his OR, flat- 
© tery, and cringing, wilt briog ſtill leſs 
into his pocket than his works. Re- 
member I propheſy, that you will one 
a veg foes him in the ho tal,” | 

That may very well be,“ I ed. 
© Poetry has brought many a 22 that 
cataſtrophe. My friend Fabricio would 
* have done much better had he re- 
© mained with your worſhip. He would 
by this time have rolled upon gold. — 
© At leaſt, he would have been in ver 
t eaſy circumſtances,” faid Manuel. 1 
* had a regard for him; and would 
have, by raiſing him from poſt to 
, poſt, procured a ſolid ſettlement for 
* him in the hoſpital, had he not been 
* whimſical enough to ſet up for a 
© wit, He — a comedy, which 
© was ated by the players of this city: 
* the picce ſucceeded, and from that 
moment his head turned. He believed 
* himſelf another Lope de Vega; and 
* preferring the ſmoke of publick ap- 
* plauſe to the real advantages which 
* my friendſhip prepared for him, de- 
* manded his diſmiſſion. I remonſtrated 
* in vain, that he was going to quit the 
* ſubſtance, and run after the ſhadow. 
I could not detain this madman, who 
* was aCtuated with the fury of writing, 
© He did not know his own intereſt,” ad- 
ded he. * The young man who ſuc- 
* ceeded him in my ſervice is a living 
* proof of this. Having more judg- 
© ment, and leſs underſtanding than Fa- 
* bricio, he applied himſelf wholly to 
© the execution of his commiſſion, and 
© ſtudied to pleaſe me. Accordingly, I 
© have promoted him as he deſerved, 
© and he now actually enjoys two em- 
* ployments at the hoſpital, the leaſt of 
* which is more than ſufficient to main - 
© tain an honeſt man encumbered with a 
© large family.” 


CHAP, II. 


Gil Blas continues his journey, and arrives 
ſafely at Oviedo. The condition in which 
he found his parents, The Heath of hrs 
father, and the conſequences thereof. 


ROM Valladolid we got in four 

days to Oviedo, without meeting 
with any bad accident on the road, not- 
withſtandigg the proverb, which fays, 
That robbers ſmell the money of tra- 
t vellers afar off.“ We ſhould have been, 
however, a pretty good booty ; and two 
inhabitants of the cavern would have 
been ſufficient to carry off our doublgonj 
with eaſe; for I had not learued to 
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my moo de mulas *, did not ſeem of a hu- 
mour to die in defence of his maſter's 
purſe: Scipio was the only Hector a- 
mong us. | 


It being night when we arrived in 
town, we went to lodge at an inn hard 
by the houſe of my uncle the Canon Gil 
1 I was wil'ing to underſtand the 


ſituation of my parents before 1 ſhould 


appear as their ſon; and. tor this piece 
of: 


information, I could not apply to a 
more proper perſon than the landlord 
or his wife, who | knew to be people 
who were very well acquai;ited with the 
affairs of their neighbours. In cfect, 
the landlord, after having eyed me 
with attention, -recollecting my face, 
cried, „By Sz. Antonio de Padua! tis 
«is the fon of the honeſt Uther Blas of 
Santillane.— Yes, truly,“ aid his 
wife, * it is he indeed ! he is very little 
altered: it is the ſame little brilk Gi. 
© Blas, who had always mofe ſpirit in his 
© heart than bect on his bones. I think 
1 ſtill fee him coming to this houſe, 
« with his bottle, for wine to his uncle's 
« ſupper.” 

Madam,“ ſaid I, * you have a, very 
© happy memory: but, pray, tell me 
© news of my family; my father and 
© mother are doubtleſs in no very agree- 
able fituation,'—* That is but too true, 
_ replied the landlady: how bad lo- 
© ever you may think their condition 
© is, you cannot conceive them more 
«© diſtreſſed than they arc. Gil Perez, 
© honeſt man, has loſt the uſe ot one 
© half of his body by the palſy, and in 
all appearance cannot lat long: your 


father, who has lived of late with the 


© canon, has got a. deflnxion. in is 
© breaſt, or rather is at this moment in 
© theiagonies of deaihz and your mo- 
© ther, though far from being well, is 
* obliged to ſerve as a nurie to both.“ 
On this report, which made me feel 
that I was a ſon, I lett B-rirand with 
my equtipage at the inn; and, attended 
by my ſecretary, who would not quit 
me, repaired to my uncle's houſe. As 
ſoon as I appeared before my mother, 
an emotion which 1 cauſed in her, ſig- 
nified my preſence before her eyes had 
diſtinguiſhed, my features. Son, ſaid 
ſne, with a melancholy air, after the had 
embraced me, come and ſee your ſa- 
ther breathe his laſt: you are come 
time enough to be ſtruck. with that 
« cruel ſpectacle.” So ſaying, ſhe car - 


ried me into a chamber where the un- 


» : 
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grow valiant. at court; and Bertrand, 


* 


fortunate Blas of Santillane, lying on a 
bed that too well denoted the poverty oſ 
an uſher, drew near his exit. Though 
he was environed by the ſhades of death; 
his ſenſes had not quite forſaken; hin. 
My dear friend,” ſaid my mother to 
him, * here is your ſon Gil Blas, 'who 
* begs your forgiveneſs for the ſorrows 
he has occaſioned, and aſks your bleſs 
* ling,* At theſe words; my father 
opening his eyes, which death had bes 
gun to cloſe, fixed them upon me; and 
obſerving, in ſpite of his own lamentable 
condinon, that 1 was very much affected 
with the loſs of him, ſeemed moved at 
my grief, and atie pred to ſpeak, but 
had nut ſtrength enough to utter one 
word. I took hold of he of his hands; 
and while I bathed it with tears, unable 
to pronounce. a ſyllable, he expired, as 
if he had waited for my arrival betore 
he would breathe his laſt. 

My mother was too well prepared for 


— 


it, and 1 was perhaps more grieved than 
the, although my father had never given 
me the lcaſt mark, of friendſhip in his 
fe. My being his fon was a ſufficient 
Canſe for me to lament him; beſides, 1 
upbraided myſelf for not having aſſiſted 
hun in his diſtreſs; and when 1 reflect- 
ed on my hatd-heartedne ſs, looked upon 
my ſeif as a monſter of ingratitude, or 
rather as a downright parricide, My 
uncle, whom I afterwards beheld ſtretch- 
ed on a truckle-bed, and in a miſerable 
condition, made me tee! treſh' remorſe. 
© Unnatural fon!' faid 1 to myſelf; 
© contemplare, for thy puniſhment, the 
* miiſery of thy parents. If thou hadſt 
„given them a ſmall ſhare of the ſuper- 
© fluity which was in thy poſſeſſion be- 
* fore thou waſt impriſoned, they would 
© have enjoyed conveniencies which the 
© revenue of the prebend could not af- 
© ford; and, perhaps, thou wouldſt have 
« prolonged the lite of thy father)? 
Ihe unfortunate Gil Perez was be- 
come a Child again, having loſt both his 
memory and judgment. In vain did 1 
prels him in my arms, with marks of 
real affection: he ſeemed .infenfible of 
u hat 1 did. When my mother told him 
| that 1 was his nephew Gil Blas, he look 
ed at me with an unmeaning eye, and 
wade no anſwer... Though blood and 
| gratitude had not obliged me to lament 
aun uncle to whom I owed ſo much, 1 
could not have beheld him in a condi- 


— 
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emotions of compaſſion. 
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tion ſo worthy of pity without feeling the of 


his death to be immoderately afflicted at | 
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All this time Scipio remained in a 
melancholy ſilence, partook of my afflic 
tion, and, through friendſhip, mingled 
his. ſighs with mine. As I concluded 
that my mother, after ſuch a long ab- 
{ence, wanted to converſe with me, and 
that ſhe might be uneaſy at the preſence 
of a man whom ſhe did not know, I took 
him alide, and ſaid, Go, my child; 
go, and repoſe thyſelf at the inn; and 
© leave me here with my mother, who 
perhaps will think thee one too many 
© in a converſation that will wholly turn 
on family affairs.“ Scipio, rather than 
ut ns under any reſtraint, retired ; and 
| | actually diſcourſed with my mother 
the beſt part of the night. We gave 
one another a faithful account of what 
had happened to us ſince my departure 
from Oviedo: ſhe was minute in the de- 
tail of thoſe mortifications ſhe had ſuf- 
fered in the families where ſhe had been 
duenna, and told me an infinite number 
of things on that ſubjett which I was 
lad my ſecretary did not hear, though 
he was entruſted with all my ſecrets. 
With all the reſpect that I owe to the 
memory of a mother, I muſt own that 
the good lady was a little prolix in her 
narrations ; and ſhe would have ſpared 
me three-fourths of her hiſtory had ſhe 
ſuppreſſed all the trivial circumſtances 
of it: ſhe concluded at length, and I 
began mine. I paſſed lightly over all 
my adventures; but when I came to 
the viſit which I received at Madrid 
from the-ſon of Bertrand Muſcada, the 
grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that 
article. I own,” faid I to my mother, 
© I gave that young man a very bad re- 
* ception ; who, to be revenged, has 
© doubtleſs drawn a wy frightful pic- 
ture of me.'—* In that he did not fail,” 
anſwered the; © he told us that he found 
« yout ſo proud of the favour of the prime- 
© miniſter, that you ſcarce deigned to 
« recolle&t him; and, when he deſcribed 
* our diſtreſs, heard him with the utmoſt 
' indifference, As parents,“ added ſhe, 
© always endeavour to find excuſes for 
« the behaviour of their children, we 
«© would not believe that you had ſuch 
© a bad heart. Your arrival at Oviedo 
juſtifies our good opinion of you, and 
your preſent ſorrow confirms your 
*apology.* L | 
« You judge too favourably of me,“ I 
replied : „there is a great deal of truth 
in young Muſcada's report. When 
© he viſited me, I was wholly engroſſed 
© by the care of making my fortune ; 
and the ambition that poſſeſſed me 
© would not permit me to think of my 
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parents. It muſt not therefore be 
* wondered at, if, in this diſpoſition, 1 
gave an unwelcome reception to a man 
* who, accoſting me rudely, told me in 
* a brutal manner, that, hearing I was 
* richer than a Jew, he came to adviſe 
© me to ſend you ſome money, of Which 
you ſtood in great need: he even re- 
proached my indifference for my fa- 
* mily"in very indecent terms. I was 
* ſhocked at his freedom; and loſ- 
© ing patience, puſhed him by the ſhoul- 
ders out of my cloſet. I on I was to 
blame in this rencounter : I ought to 
* have reflected, that it was not your 
* fault if the grocer wanted manners, 
© and that his advice was never the 
* worſe for it's being brutally delivered. 
This was what I repreſented to my- 
* ſelf immediately after I had ſent Muſ- 
cada about his buſineſs. My blood 
© ſpoke in your behalf; I recalled all 
my duty to my parents; and, bluſhing 
for ſhame for having performed it ſo 
ill, telt remorſe, which nevertheleſs 
can do me no honaur with you, becauſe 
© it was ſoon ſtifled by avarice and am- 
* bition: but having been afterwards 
| © impriſoned, by the Thy order, in 
the tower of Segovia, I fell dangerouſ- 
ly ill, and that happy diftemper hath 
© rettored your ſon to you: yes, it was 
| * my diſeaſe and impriſonment that 
made nature reſume all her rights, 
and entirely detached me from court. 
I now thirſt after ſolitude; and my 
ſole motive for coming tothe Aſturias 
* was to entreat you to thare with me the 
* ſweets of a retired life. If you don't 
* refuſe my requeſt, I will conduct you 
to an eſtate which I have in the king- 
dom of Valencia, where we will live at 
our eaſe, You may believe I intend- 
ed to carry my father thither alſo ; 
© but ſince Heaven hath ordained it 
© atherw:ſ(e, let me have the ſatisfaction 
* of enjoving my mother's company, 
* and of making amends to her for my 
* paſt neglect by all imaginable care. 
am very much obliged to your lau- 
dauble intention,” ſaid my mother; 
and would go without heſitation, if I 
* ſaw no objeCtiops in the caſe; but I 
* will not leave my brother (your uncle} 
© in this deplorable condition; and I 
am ſo much uſed to this country, that 
1 cannot now quit it. However, 
* as the thing deſerves due conũdera- 
© tion, I will think of it a4 leiſure: let us 
© at preſent take care of your father's 
* funeral.'—* That,“ ſaid I, * ſhall be 
© ordered by the young man whom you 


* ſtw along with me; he is my ſecre- 
- * 6 tary, 
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tary, and has ſach zeal and under- 
« ſtanding, that we may depend upon 
« his care.“ | 


Scarce had I pronounced theſe words, 


when Scipio returned, it being already 
day; and aſking if we had any occaſion 
for his ſervice in our perplexity, I told 
him that he came very ſeaſonably to re- 
ceive an important order which 1 had 
to give. When he knew what the bu- 
ſineſs was, Enough, ſaid he; I have 
already contrived the whole ceremo- 
* ny, ad you may. truſt to my diſcre- 
tion. Beware, ſaid my mother, of 
© making a pompous burial : it cannot 
© be too modeſt tor my huſband, whom 
all the town knew to be a very indi- 


gent uther,'—* Madam, replied Sci- 


pio, „had he been ſtill more needy than 
© he was, I would not abate two far- 
things of the expence : for in this I re- 
gard my maſter only; he has been the 
„Hale of Lerma's favourite, and his fa- 
© ther ought to be nobly interred.” 

I approved of my fecretary's deſign, 
and even deſired him to ſpare no colt : 
the remains of vanity which I ftill pre- 
ſerved, broke out on this occaſion ; I 
flattered myſelf, that in being ata great 
expence upon a father, who left me no 
inberitance, I ſhould make the world 
admire my .generous behaviour. My 
mother, for her part, whatever modeſty 
ſhe affected, was not ill pleaſed to ſee 
her huſband buried in ſplendour. We 
therefore gave a charte blanche to Sci- 
pio; who, without loſs of time, took 
all neceſſary meaſures for a ſuperb tu- 
neral. | 

He ſucceeded but too well; and per- 
formed ſuch magnificent obſequies, that 
he brought the whole city and ſuburbs 
on my back; all the inhabitants of Ovi- 
edo, from the higheſt to the loweſt, be- 
ing ſhocked at my oſtentation, * his 
© miniſler,* ſaid one, © is in a great hur- 
ry to lay out money on his father's 
© interment; but he was in none 10 
© maintain him.'—* He would have dene 
© better,” ſaid another, had he fuc- 


neceffity for my mother's ſhewing her- 
ſelf, and declaring, that ſhe was perfet- 
ly well fatisfied with my conduct. Some 
ran to the publick-houſe, in order to 
demoliſh my chaiſe; and this they cer- 
tainly would have done, if the-landlord 
and his wife had not found means 10 
appeaſe their fury, and diſſuade them 


trom their defign. | 


© coured his father while he was allve, 


All thefe affronts, which were the 
effects of the young grocer's report of 
me through the city, impired me with 
ſuch averhon for my town{men, that I 
determined ſpeedily. 10 leave Oviedo, 


| where, otherwife, I ſhould perhaps have 


ſtaid a good. while, This 1 Þlainly told 
= mother, who being very much mor- 
tified at the reception with which the 


people had regaled me, did not oppoſe 


my departure. What remained now, 
was to know how I thould diſpoſe o 
ner. Mother,“ ſaid 1, * ſince my un- 
cle wants your aſſiſtance, I will nat 
« preſs you to go nlong with me at pre- 
« ſent ; but as, in all appearance. he has 
not long to hive, you muſt promiſe. to 
come to my eſtate immediately after 
© his deceaſe.,* | „ SEM Ox 

© I will make no ſuch promiſe,“ an- 
ſwered my mother; being reſoleed 
* to paſs the reſt of my days in the Aſtu- 
© rias, in pertect independence. Will 
not you always,“ ſaid 1, be. miſtreſs: 
in my houſe ?'—* I don't know, ſhe- 
reſumed : * you may fall in love with: 


* ſome young girl, and marry her; then 
© | ſhall be her mother-m-law; counſes* 


« quently we cannot live together. 
© You foreſee misfortune,” ſaid I, at 
too great a diſtance ; I have nb inten- 
© tion to marry ; but if the fancy ſhould 
« {trike me. depend upon it, I will oblige” 


my wife to be implicitly ſubmiſſive o 


© your will. '—* That is promiſing too 
much reſumed my mother: 1 ſhould 
© want ſecurity for my bond{man ; and 


« would not even ſwear, that, in our dif- 


© putes, you would not even take the 
part ot your wife rather than mine, 
« how far ſoever ſhe night. be in the 
„wrong.“ | „ 


* You talk reaſonably, Madam,“ 
cried my ſecretary, joining in the con- 
verſation ; I am of your opinion, that 
© (ubmiſlive-daughers-in-law-are very 
+ rare: In the meantime, to accommo- 
date matters between you and my 
© maſter, ſince you are abſoi»tely re- 
« {olved to live in the Aſturias and he 
in the kingdom of Valen@&a; he muſt © 
ſtones. 1 4 ycu an allowance of one hun- 

To diſperſe the mob that was gather | * dred piſtoles, which 1 ſhall briag hi- 
ed before my uacle's houſe, tliere was al * ther every year. By theſe means, 


than to honour him ſo muck, now that 
he is dead.” In ſhort, reproaches were 
not ſpared ; every one had a fling at 
me: but they did not ſtop here; they 
inſulted Scipio, Bertrand, and me, 
as we came out of the church, load- 
ed us with revilings, and hooted us 
as we walked along, and conducted 
Bertrand to the inn with a ſhower of 


* 


Mm 2 


276 


THE 


I} 
 ——— 
- — 


HISTORY. AND ADVENTURES OFC 
9 — — .— — ——= 


© the- mother and ſon will live very 
happy at the diſtance of two hundred 
© leagues from one another.“ The par- 
ties concerned approved of the propo- 
ſal: 1 pad the firſt year's annuity per 
advance, and quitted Oviedo next morn- 
ing before break of day, that I might 
not be treated: by the populace like 
another St. Stephen. Such was the re- 
ception I met with in my own country. 


At excellent leſſon for thoſe people of- 


the common rank, who, after having 
got a fortune abroad, return to the place 
of their nativity, and aftect the gentle- 
man of importance. | 


CHAP, III. 
Gl Blas departs for the kingdom Valen- 


cia, and at length arr ves at Lirias, A 


deſcription of his houſe. His reception; 


with an account / the people he fouud 
there. | 


E took the road to Leon, then to 
Valencia; and, continuing our 
journey, by ſhort ſtages, in ten days ar- 
— — the city of Segorba; from 
whence, next morning, we-repaired to 
my eſtate, which is but three leagues 
diſtant from it. As we drew near this 
place, my fecretary obſerved with great 
attention, all the country-ſeats that pre- 
ſented thernfelves to his view, on the 
right and left; and when he perceived 
one of a grand appearance, he always 
pointed to it with his finger, and faid, 
« I wiſh that was our retreat.'—* I] don't 
« know, friend,“ ſaid I to him, What 


« jdea thou haſt formed of our habita- ' 


tion; but if you imagine that it is a 
magnificent houſe, Ike that on {ome 
great nobleman's eflate, I tell you 
de forehand, that you are furiouſly 
« miſtaken. If thou haſt nota mind to 
« be the dupe of thy own imagination, 
« repreſent to thyſelf the ſmall houſe 
© vw hich Horace enjoyed in the country 
« of the Sabines, near the Tyber, and 
6 which he received in a preſent from 
« Mxcenas.*—'T hen] muſt expect to ſee 
© a cottage !! cried Scipio. Reniem- 


ber, 1 replied, * that | have always 


« given you a very modeſt deſcription 
of it; and this moment thou 'mayeſt 
« thytelf judge whether or not 1 am a 
«£ faithful painter. Caſt chy eyes to- 
« wards the Guadalaviar, and' obſerve 
6 on it's banks, hard by that ſmall 
« hamlet, the houſe conſiſting of four 
little pavilions; that is my caftle,/— 
How the devil!“ faid my ſecretary, 
wit h lurprize: that houſe isa perſoct 


* 


r TID 
© theſe pavilions give it, it is extremely 


well built, and furronnded by a mare 
7 e er than even the neigh. 
| © bourhoo 


of Seville, winch is called, 
© by way of excellence, The terreſtrial 
* paradiſe. Had we choſen our abode, 
*1t could not have been more to my 


| © tafle; a river waters it with it's ſtream, 


* and a thick wood lends it ſhade, when 

we are inclined to walk in the mid- 
dle of the day. What an amiable 
t ſolitude this is! Ah, my dear maſter! 

in all appearance, we ſhall' not quit 
this place in a hurry.'—* I am over. 

* joyed,* anſwered I, * that thou art ſa 
© well ſatisfied with our aſylum, which, 
is more agreeable ſtill than you ima- 
* gine.* Converſing in this manner, we. 


{ approached the houſe; the gate of 


which was thrown open, as ſoon as 
Scipio ſignified that it was Signior Gil 
Blas de Santillane, who came to take 
poſſeſſion of his caſtle. Ar that name, 
ſo reſpected by thoſe who heard it pro- 


nounced, my chaiſe was admitted into 


a large court, where J alighted: then 
leaning on Scipio, and taking ſlate 
upon myſelf, I went into, a hall, where 
] was ſcarce arrived, when ſeven or 
eight ſervants appeared. They faid 


they came to preſent their homage to 


their new maſter; that Don Ceſar and 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva had choſen” 
them for my ſervice ; one in quality of 
cook, another as cook's aſſiſtant, a third 


as ſcullion, a fourth as porter, and the 


reſt as lacquies, with orders to receive 
no money from me; theſe two noble. 
men intending to defray 'all the ex- 

ences. of my houſe keeping. Maſter 
loben, the cook, who was the prin- 
cipal, and ſpokeſman of theſe domeſ- 
ticks, gave me to underſtand, that, he 
had laid in a large ſtock of the beſt 
wines in Spain; and told me, that as 
to eating, he hoped a young fellow, like 
him, who had been cook ſix years to 
the Archbiſhop of Valencia, muſt know 
how to compoſe ragouts that would 
tickle my palate. I will,” added he, 
tall preſently to work, and produce 
© a ſample of my ſkill, Take a walk, 


« Signior, while dinner is getting ready; 


* vitit your caſtle, and ſee if it bein an 
© habitable condition.” 


1 leave the reader to judge whether 


or not I neglected this viſit; and Sci- 
pio, ſtill more curious than 1, dragged 


me from room to room. We ſurveyed ; 


the whole houſe from top to bottom; 


the leaſt corner; (as we imagined) did 
b not eſcape our intereſted gurioſity ; and 
jewel! Beſides, the noble air that | I had every where occalion 
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the bounty of Don Cæſar and his ſon. 
Among other, things, I was ſtruck with 
the appearance of two apartments, which 
were as well furniſhed as they poſſibly 
could be without magnificence z one of 
them was hung with Arras tapeſtry, and 
had in it a bed and chairs of velvet, 
ſtill very handſome, thuugh made while 


the Moors poſſeſſed the kingdom of Va- 


lencia. Ihe furnit: re of the other was 
in the lame taſte. conſiſting of hangings 
made of old yellow Genvadamaſfk, with 
a bed and elbow-cha'rs of the ſame tif, 
adorned with fringes of blue lk: Alb 
th: ſe effects, wh ch would have been 
little valued in an invemory, appeared 
there very conſiderable. After, having 
thoroughly examined every thing, my 
ſecretary and | returned to the hail, 
where the cloth was laid with two co- 
vers. We lat down at table, aad in a 
moment was bruught in an alla podrida, 
ſo delicious, that we pitied the Arch- 
biſhop of Valencia for having loſt the 
cook that con poſed it. A every mor- 
ſei we ea, my new lacquies preieuted 
to us large glaſfes filled to the hrims 
with wine ot a moſt exquiſite reliſh. 
Scipio, 1 ot daring ty ſhew before them 
the invard ſatistaction that he telt, ex 
prelſed himſelt to me by eloquent louks; 
and I gave him to unaerſt ind, by the 
ſame language, that L was as well fatil- 
fied as he. A dith of roalt meat, com- 
poſed of two fat quails, which flanked 
a leveret of an admirable fumer, made 
us quit the olio, and finiſh our repalt, - 
When we had eaten like two gorman- 
dizers, and drank in proportion, we got 
up from table, and vaiked into the gar- 
den, to enjoy a voluptuous Fella,“ in 
ſome cool agreeable place. 

If my ſecretary ſeemed hitherto ſa- 
tisfied with what he had ſeen, he was 
ſtill more ſo, when he beheld the garden, 
which he thought comparable even to 
that of the Eſcurial. It is true, Don 
Cæſar, who came frequently to Lirias, 
took pleaſure in having it culnvated 
*and embelliſhed : the walks well gra- 
velled and bordered with orange-trees, 
a great baſon of white marble, in the 
riddle of which a brazen lion vomited 


the flowers, the variety ot fruits all 
theſe objects raviſhed Scipio; but he 


was in a particular manner enchanted { 


with a long walk that led by a gentle | 


ſurprized two merry 


our great guſhes of water; the beauty of | 


and was ſhaded by the. interwoven 
boughs of the trees planted on each fide, 
| Here we ſtopped to make the elogium 
of a Pack ſo proper for an'aſylum againſt 


the heat of the day; aud fitting: down . © 
at the root of a young elm, fleep.cafily 
ys, Who had juſt | 


. 


made ſuch a good dinner. 
Two hours after, we ftarted up, as, 
wakened by the, noiſe of ſeveral ſhot, 


' which ſeemed ſo near that, we were 


frightened. We got up in a hurry, and 
repaired to the farmer's houſe, where 
we found eight or ten peaſants, all. in- 
habi ants of the hamlet, who had ſcoured 
and fired their fulils to celebrate my ar- 
rival, of Which they, had got notice. 
The greateſt, part of them knew, me, 
having ſeen me more than once at the 
caſtle, in the exerciſe of my ſtewardſhip.» 
| hey no ſooner perceived me, than. 
they cried all together, Longlife to- 
© our Hew maſter, who, is welcome to. 
« Lirias!* Then they loaded their pieces 
and regaled me with à general dif- 
charge. I received them as courte- 
ouſly as I could; preſerving, my gras, 
vity, however; thinking. it 1mproper, 
to be too familiar with them. 1 alured, 
them of my protection, left twenty, 
piſtcles among them; and this, I bez, 
lieve, they did not look. upon as the, 
moſt diſagrereable part of my behaviours, 
| afterwards left them at liberty to ſpend 
more powder, and retired with my fe- 
cretary into the wood, where ben 
about till night, without being tire 
with beholding the groves; fo charm- 
ing is the firſt view of a new poſſeſſion. 
he cook, his aſſiſtant, and ſculſion, 
were not idle in the mean time; they 
were buſy in preparing a fepaſt, even. 
ſuperior to that which we had eaten z. 
and we were actually aſtoniſhed, when, 
returning into the ſame hall where we. 
had dined, we; ſaw them place upon the, 
table a diſh of roaſted partridges, with, 
a cite“ of rabbit on one ſide, and on 
the o her a capon in ragout, a 
courte of damnties conſiſted of pig's 
ears, pickled chicks, and cteam- cho; 
colate. We drank plentifully of Lu-, 
cena, and ſeveral forts of excellent; 
wine xz and when we found ve, could; 
drink no more, without expoſing our, 
healths, we thought of going to bed. 
Then my lac quies, taking lights, con- 
ducted me to the beſt apartnent, where, 


deicent all the way to a farmer's houle, 


they were very .officious in, undrefing), 


* Siga, literally fignifies the best of the days from noon , forwards; but is here uſed to en- 


preſs the altergoon's rap, enjoyed every day by the 
1 A eius is a ſauce. made oſ the eis el A hart or rabbit. 8 


%. 


inhabitants of hot climates. © "1 


me; 


The next, 


— 
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me; but when they gave me my gown 
and night-cap, I diſmiſſed them; ſay: 
ing, with a magiſterial air, Leave me, 
« gentlemen ; 
. © jon for you to-night.? 

I ſent them all away; and keeping 
Scipio for a little converſation, aſked 
what he thought of the treatment I re- 
ceived by order of the noblemen of 
Leyva. In faith” anſwered he, I 


4 think you can't be treated better: I 


* only wiſh that this may laſt.—“ I en- 
© tertain no ſuch wiſh,” I replied. It ill 
«© becomes me to let my bene factors be 
© at fuch an expence on my account; 
©this were to abuſe their generoſity : 
© beſides, I can't put up wich ſervants 
© who are paid by another; 1 thould 
© not believe myſelf in my own houſe. 
Neither am I come hither to live in 
©a buſtle; we have no occaſion for 
. ©* ſuch a great number of domeſticks; 
«© we want no more than Bertrand, a 
© cook, a ſcullion, and lacquey.“ Al- 
though my ſecretary would not have 
been forry to live alvays at the expence 
of the governor of Valencia, he did not 
oppoſe my delicacy in this affair; but 
_ conforming: himſelf to my ſentiments, 


approved of the reform I intended to | 


make. This being determined, he left 
me, and retired into his own apart- 
ment. 


CHAP. IV. 


He departs for Valencia, to wit the noble- 

men of Leyva, His converſation with 

them, and the hind reception he met with 
Fron Seraphina. | 


Undreſſed, and went to bed; where 
teeling no inclination to fleep, I 
abandoned myſeFW to reflection. I re- 
preſented to myſelf the friendſhip with 
which the noblemen of Leyva repaid 
my attachment to them; and, pene- 


trated with thoſe new marks of their 


affection, reſolved to go the very next 
day, and ſatisfy the longing impatience 
I had of ſeeing and thanking them for 
their favours. I likewiſe enjoyed, by 
anticipation, the pleaſure of ſeeing Se- 
raphina again ; but that pleaſure was 
not pure; J could not, without un- 
eaſineſs, cunſider, that I muſt, at the 
ſame time, ſupport the looks of Dame 
Lorenga Sephora, who, perhaps, re- 
membering the adventure of the box on 
the car, would not be overjoyed at ſight 
of me. Fatigued with all theſe different 
ideas, I at length fell aſleep, and did 

not v ake til] after ſun-riſe, 
I was ſoon a- foot; and, wholly en- 


have no farther occa- 


q 
1 
. 


_— 


= 
4 


— 


| groſſed by my intended journey, drefl- 


ed myſelf in a hurry. Juſt as 1 had 
done adjuſting myſelf, my ſecretary 
coming into my chamber, Scipio,” ſaid 
I, you ſee me ready to fet out for 
Valencia; I cannot make too much 
© haite in going to falute the noble. 
* men to whom I owe my ſmall for- 
* tune: every moment that 1 celay to 
* acquit myſelf of this duty, ſeems to 


| © accuſe me of ingratitude. As for thee, 
my friend, I diſpenſe with thy atten- 


* dance; ſtay here in my abſence, and 


will come back to thee in eight 


* days.'—* Go, Sir,“ he replied; * pay 


your reſpects to Don Alphonſo and 
his father who ſeem ſo ſenſible of your 


* zeal, and grateful for the ſervices you 


have done them: perſons of quality, 


* of that character, are ſo rare, that 
© they cannot be too much eſteemed.“ 
I ordered Bertrand to get ready fur our 
departure; and while he yoked the 
mules, I drank my chocolate; then I 
ot into my chaife, after having laid 
injunctions upon my people to regard 
my ſecretary as my other ſelf, and to 
follow his orders as if they were my 
OWN. | 
I arrived at Valencia in leſs than four 
hours; and going ſtraight to the gover- 
nor's ſtables, there alighted, left 'my 
equipage, and was conducted to the 
apartment of that nobleman, who was 
then with his father Don Cæſar. I 
opened the door, and entering with- 
out ceremony, accoſted him in theſe 
words: * It does not become valets to 
ſend in their names to their maſters: 
© here is one of vour old fervants come 
© to pay his reſpects.“ So ſaying, I would 
have kneeled before them ; but they 
hindered me from ſo doing, and em- 
braced me, one after another, with all 
the expreſſions of genuine affection, 
Well, my dear Santillane,* ſaid Don 
Alphonſo; * have you been at Lirias 
* to take poſſeſſion of your eſtate? 
© Yes, Signior,' replied 1; * and 1 hope 
© you will give me leave to reſtore it. 
For what reaſon?* ſaid he: is there 
© any thing diſagreeabie about it, that 
gives bus diſgult ?““ Not in itſelf,” I 
reſumed ; on the contrary, I am en- 
* chanted with it. All that diſpleaſes 
me in it, is, to ſee cooks of an arch- 
* biſhop, with three times more ſervants 
than I want; which only ſerve to put 
* you to an expence'equally uſeleſs and 
© conſiderable.” | 
lt,“ ſaid Don Cæſar, you had ac- 
* cepted the annuity of two thauſand 
* qucats which we offered at Madrid, 
« Ae 


— — 
« we ſhould have been contented with 
giving you the houſe furniſhed as it is; 
© but you know you refuſed the penſion; 
© and we thought we could do no leſs 
« than make you ſome other recom- 
© pence,*—* This is too much,” I re- 
plied : your generoſity ought to have 
© been confined to the preſeut of the 
« eſtate, which is enough to crown my 
« wiſhes. But excluſive of your coſt in 
© maintaining ſo many people, at a great 
© expence, 1 declare, that theſe people 
incommode and plague me: in a word, 
6 wy lords, take back your eſtate, or 
* allow me to enjoy it according to my 
© own deſire.” I pronounced theſe lait 
words with ſuch a determined air, that 
the father and ſon, who did not at all 
intend to lay me under any conſtraint, 
promiſed, at length, that I ſhould live 
as I pleaſed in my own houſe, 

I thanked them for having granted 
me that liberty, without which I could 
not be happy; when Don Alphonſq in- 
terrupted me, ſaying, * My dear Gil 
Blas, I will introduce you to a lady, 
© who. will be overjoyed to fee you.“ 
With theſe words he took me by the 
hand, and led me into the apartment of 
Seraphina, who ſcreamed with joy when 
ſhe ſaw me. © Madam,” faid the go- 
vernor, * I believe the arrival of our 
« friend, Santillane at Valencia is as 
« agreeable to you as to me. —“ That 
© is what he ought to be convinced of,“ 
anſwered he: time has not made me 
© Joſe the rementbrance of the ſervice 
* he: did me; and to the gratitude I 
© myſelf owe him, I add that which I 
© ought to have on your account.“ 1 
told the Lady Governefs, that I was 
but too well requited for the danger 
I had ſhared with her deliverers, in ex- 
poſing my life for her lake. After 
many mutual compliments, Don, Al- 
phonſo brought me back from Sera- 

hina's apartment, and we rejoined 

on Cæſar, whom we found in a hall 
with ſeveral perſons of quality, who 
came there to dinner. 

All theſe gentlemen ſaluted me with 
great politeneſs; and were the more 
civil to me, becauſe Don Cæſar had told 
them, that I was once one of the Duke 
of Lerma's principal ſecretaries. Per- 
kaps, likewiſe, the greateſt part of them 
knew, it was by my credit that Don Al- 

honſo had obtained the government of 
alenciaz for every thing is known. 
Be that as it will, when we were at 
table, the new cardinal was the whole 
ſubject of the diſcourſe. Some gave, 


or affected to give him great commen- 


; 


| 


N 


* 


: 


| 


2 
- 


- 


| 


| 


\ As 


dations, While others ſeaſoned. their 
praiſe with ſome ſevere ſneers. 

From hence I concluded, that they 
wanted I ſhould enlarge upon his emi- 
nence, and make them merry at his ex- 
pence. I had ſome inclination to diſ- 
cloſe my ſentiments of him; but T re< 


ſtrained my tongue: and this filence 


made me paſs, in the opinion of the 
company, for a man of great diſcre- 
tion. "LS. , 
After dinner, the gueſts retired to 
take their ſieſtas at their own homes: 
Don Cæſar and his ſon, ſeized with 
the ſame deſire, ſhut themſelves up in 
their apartments; and 1, impatient to 
ſee a city, the beauty of which I had 
heard fo much extolled, went out of 
the eroor's palace with a deſign to 
ſtroll through the ſtreets. At the gate, 
met a man, who accoſted me in theſe 
words: '* Signior de Santillane, give me 
© leave to ſalute you.“ hen i aſked 
who he was, I am now, ſaid he, Don 
© Czſar's valet de chambre; but was 
© one of his lacquies while you was his 
© ſteward: I made my court: to you 
© every morning, becauſe you was very 
© kind to me; and 1 informed you of 
* every. think that happened in the 
© houſe. Don't you remember, that I 
one day gave you notice, that the ſur- 
* geon of the village of Leyva was pri- 
© vately admitted into the chamber of 
© Dame Lorenga Sephora ?'—1 have not 
* forgot it,“ | replied : „but, a- propos, 
« what is become of that duenna ?'— 
Alas!“ ſaid he, after your departure, 
© the poor creature pined away, 
died, wore regretted by Seraphina than 
© by Don Alphonſo, who ſeemed very 
© little afflicted at her death.“ a 
Don Czſar's valet de chambre hav- 
ing thus informed me of Sephora's me- 
lancholy end, made an apology ſor 
having ſtopped me; and 1 contiaued 
my walk, ſighing at the remembrance of 
that unfortunate duenna, and lament- 
ing her fate, which I imputed to my- 


| ſelf; without conſidering that it was 


more owing to her own cancer than to 
my cruelty. | ; 
1 obſerved with pleaſure all that was - 
worth ſeeing in this city; the marble + 
palace of the archbiſhop agreegply en- 
tertained my view, as well as fine 
orticos of the exchange; but a large 
ouſe which I diſcerned at a diſtance, - 
and which I faw a great number of 
people enter, attracted my attention. .I 
approached it, in order to know the rea- 
ſon of ſuch a great concourſe of men and 
women; and was ſoon ſatistſied, W | 
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read theſe words, written in gold letters, 
on a ſtone of black marble placed over 
the gate, La poſada des los repreſantes:* 
and the players advertiſed in their bill, 
that they would that day, for the fiſt 
time, act a new tragedy compoled by 
Don Gabriel Triaquero. 


CHAP. V. 


Gil Blas goes to the play, where he ſees a 
new tragedy ated. . The ſucceſs of thet 

performance, with the publick taſte of Va- 
lencia. 


1 Stopped ſome minutes at the door, 
to view the people Who went in; 
and obſerved, that they conſiſted of all 
ranks. I faw cavaliers of a genteel 
mien, and richly dreſſed, and ſome f- 
gures as ordinary as t e clothes they 
wore, I perceived ladies of quality 
alight from their coaches, and go ro 
the boxes, which they had ordered to 
be beſpoke ; and female adventurers go 
in with a view of alluring cullies. This 
concourſe of all ſorts of ſpectators made 
me delirous of increaſing the number. 
Juſt as I was going to take a ticker, the 
governor and his lady arriving, dif- 
cerned me in the crowd; and ordering 
me to be called, carried me into their 
box, where 1 placed myſelf behind 
them, ſo as to be able to ſpeak to buth 
with eaſe, I found the houſe full of 
people from top to bottom, the pit very 

much thronged, and the ſtage loaded 

with knights of the three military or- 

ders. Here is,“ ſaid I to Don Al- 

phonſo, * a very numerous aſſembly “. 
— You muſt not be ſurprized at that,” 

anſwered he: the tragedy to be re- 

* prefented is the compoſition of Don 

Gabriel Triaquero, ſirnamed, the 

© modifk poet. As ſoon as the play-bills 

ad vertiſed a new thing written by that 

£ author, the whole city of Valencia was 

in a flutter: the men as well as the 

£ women talk of nothing but this piece; 

« all the boxes are beſpoke; and it be- 

© ing the firſt day of it's repreſentation, 

« people are ſqueezed to death, endea- 
C cy - to enter ; although every 

« place is double filled except the pit, 

« which they dare not diſoblige.” 
Such rggdnefs ' ſaid I to the governor : 

£ that eager curiolity of the publick,” 
that furious impatience to ſee every 
© new production of Gabriel, gives me 
an high idea of the poet's genius.“ 


1 


| 


aCtors appeared ; and we left off ſpeak- 
ing immediately, in order to liſten with 
attention. The applauſes began with 
the prologue; every verte was attend- 
ed with a 5rouhaka / and at the end of 
each act there was ſuch a clapping of 


hands, that one would have thought 


the houſe was falling. After the per- 
formance they ſhewed me the author, 
| who went from box to box, moudeſt! 
| preſenting his head for the laurels wit 
which tne gentleinen and ladies prepared 
to crown him. FH | 

We returned to the governor”: palace, 
where. three or four knihts arrived in 
a little time : thither alſo came two old 
authors, cſteenied in their way, with a 
gentleman from Madr'd of underſtand- 
ing and taſte. As they had all been at the 
play, the whole converſation at ſupper 
turned upon the new piece. Gentle- 
men,“ ſaid a knight of St. Jago, hat 
is your opinion of this tragedy? Is it 
* not what you call a finiſhed work ? 
* ſublime thoughts, tender ſentinients, 
© manly verſification, deficient in no- 
* thing! in a word, it 's a poem adapted 
* to people of taſte !—* ] believe no- 
* body can be of a contrary opinion,“ 
ſad the knight of Alcantara; the 
piece is full of ſtrokes that Apollo 
© ſeems to have dictated, and of ſitua- 
© tions conceived with infinite art. -I 
© appeal to this gentleman,” added he, 
* addreſſing himſelf to the Caſtilian ; 
© he ſeems to be a connoiſſeur; and I'll 
* wager he i of my ſentiment.'—* Don't 
© wager, cavalier,” anſwered the gentle- 
man, with a ſarcaſtick ſmile; * we do 
not decide ſo haſtily at Madrid: far 
from judging a piece at it's firſt repre- 
« ſentation, we diſtruſt it's beauties 
© while they are in the mouths of the 
actors; and how well ſoever we may 
© be affected to the author, ſuſpend our 
judgment until we have read it; and 
truly it does not always give us the 
© ſame pleaſure upon paper that we re- 
© ceived from it on the ſtage. We ſcru- 
« pul: uſly examine a poem before we 
© eſteem it, without being dazzled by 
the author's reputation, how great 
© ſoever it may be. When Lope de Vega 
© himſelf, and Calderona, f produced 
new pieces, they found in their ad- 
* mirers ſevere judges, who would not 
© raiſe them to the higheſt point of glory, 
© until they judged them worthy of that 
elevation.“ 0 


In this part of our converſation the 


The Theatre. 
t Don Pedro Calderona de la Marea, 


* 


ſamous 


, 


| * Zooks!' cried the kaighit, of St. 


+ A note of applauſe, | * 
for the excellent comedles he has written. 


Jago; 


— —̃ — 


Jago; “we are not ſo fearful as you : 
©we don't wait until a piece is printed, 
but in the firſt repreſentatien fix it's 


value: there is not even occaſion for | 


* our liſtening to it with great atten- 
„tion; if we know it to be a produc- 
tion of Don Gabriel, that is enough 
10 convince us that it is without 


« blemiſh. The works of that poet 


* ought to ſerve as an epocha for the 
© birth of taſte: your Lope's and Cal- 
derona's were but apprentices in com- 
© pariſon of this great maſter of the 
„ ſtage !? The gentleman, who looked 
upon Lope and Calderona as the 
Me agree Sophocles and Euripides, was 

ocked at this raſh affertion. * Such 


* dramatick ſacrilege l cried he. Since 


4 you oblige me, gentlemen, to judge, 
7 


ike you, from a firſt repreſentation 
1 tmauſt tell you, that I am not at all 
© ſatisfied with this new tragedy of your 
© Don Gabriel: it is ſtuffed with ſtrokes 
© more ſhining than ſolid ; three parts 
ein four of the verſe are bad, or miſ- 
rhimed; the characters ill conceived, 
and jIf ſupported; and the ſentiments 
are often very obſcure.” | 
The two'authors who were at table, 
and who, through a reſerve as com- 
mendable as rare, had ſaid nothing, for 
fear of being ſuſpected of 7 
could not help applauding the gentle- 
man's ſentiments with their eyes; which 
made me guels, that their ſilence was 
not ſo much owing to the perfection of 
the work, as to other prudential rea- 
ſons. As for the knights, they began 
again to praiſe Don Gabriel, whom they 
even placed among the gods. This ex- 
travagant-apotheoſis, and blind ido- 
latry, made the Caſtilian loſe all pa- 
tience : he lifted up his hands to hea- 
ven, and all of a ſudden exclaimed, in 
a fit of enthuſiaſm, 4 O divine Lope de 
« Vegal rare and ſublime genius! who 
0 haſt left an immenſe ſpace between 


© thee and all the Gabriels who attempt 
© ty reach thy excellence [and you, 


©* energetick Calderonaf! whoſe elegant 
* ſoftneſs, purged of epick ſtiffneſs, is 
© inimitable; do not fear that your altars 
« wilt be demoliſhed by this new pupil 
of the muſes, who will be very lucky 
if poſterity, which you will delight, as 
. b delight the preſent age, ſhall hear 
* his name mentioned.” | | 
This pleaſing apoſtrophe, which no- 
body expetted, raifed the laugh of the 
whole company, with got up from 
was conducted, 


Wh: and parted. 
n Alp 

9 for me: 
* 3. A 


onfo's order, into an apart. 
ment p there 1 tound 


* 
4 
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a good bed, in which my worſhip went 
to fleep, deploring (like the Caſtilian - 
gentleman) the injuſtice which igno! 
people did to Lope and Calderona. 


CH AP. VI. a 


Gil Blas, walking through the ſtretts 
Valencia, meets a Hias 2-2, 2 
he knows. An account of that friar. 


A I had not ſeen the whole city in 
| my firſt excurſion, I went out next 
day, with an intention to take another 
walk ; and perceived in the ſtreet a 
Carthuſian friar, who, doubtleſs, was 
going to tranſact the affairs of his com- 
munity. He walked with downcaſt 
eyes, and ſo devout an air, that he at- 
tracted the notice of every body. As 
he paſſed cloſe by me, I looked at him 


with attention, and thought I ſaw in him 


the very perſon of Don Raphael; that 
adyenturer who maintains ſuch an ho- 
nourable place in the two firſt volumes 
of my Memory,” 7 oe ierten 
1 was ſo much aftoniſhed, fo' ſtruck 
with this meeting, that, inſtead of ac- 
coſting the monk, I ſtood immoveable 
ſome minutes; during which he was 
gone a good way from me. * Juft 
Heaven faid I; © were ever two faces 
© more alike ! What muſt I think of this 
* affair? Can it be Raphael indeed? of 
© can I doubt that it is he?” 1 was too 
curious to know the truth, to remain 
long where 1 was. I aſked the way to 
the monaſtery of the Carthuſians, whi- 
ther 1 inſtantly repaired, in hopes of 
ſeeing my man again when he ſhould 
return, and firmly reſolved to ſtop and 
ſpeak with him. I had no occaſion to 
wait for this: when 1 came to the gate 
of the convent, another face of my ac- 
quaintance turned my doubts into cer- 
taingy; I recollected in the porter my 
old valet Ambroſe de Lamela. © 
We were equally ſurprized to find 
one another in that place. Don't 1 
« dream|* faid I, faluting him; (is it 
actually one of my friends whom I 
* behuld !' He could not recal me at 
firſt, or feigned himſelf ignorant of my 
features ; but, conſidering that this feint 
was uſeleſs, he affected the air of a per- 
ſon who remembers a thing all of a 
ſudden : Ah, Signior Gil Blast“ cried 
he; forgive my want of memory. 
« Since 1 have lived in this holy place, 
«© and applied myſelf to fulfil the duties 
© preſcribed by our rules, I loſe ii ſen bl 
the remembrance of what I have ſee 
in the world.“ 5 
I am incergly rejoiced,? faid I, to 
Ns * ſee 
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© ſee you, after an abſence of ten years, 
* in ſuch a reverend dreſs.—“ And 1, 
he replied, * am aſhamed to appear in 
© it before a perſon who has been wit- 
© neſs of the wicked life 1 led. This 
© dreſs inceſſantly upbraids me. Alas!” 
added he, ſighing profoundly, * to be 
* worthy of wearing it, I ought to have 
© lived always in innocence.'—* By this 
© diſcourſe, with which I am charmed, 
I reſumed, my dear brother, one may 
© ſee that you have been touched by the 
finger of the Lord. | repeat the aſ- 
© ſurance of my joy at the occaſion; and 
long earneſtly to hear in what mira- 
* culous manner you and. Don Raphael 
© have entered into the right way ; for 
I] am perſuaded that it was he whom 1 
«£ juſt now met in the Carthuſian habit. 
© 1 am ſorry that I did not ſtop him in 
the ſtreet, and ſpeak to him; and 1 
* wait here for his return, in order. to 
repair my neglect,” I | 
© You ave not miſtaken,” ſaid La- 
mela to me; it was Don Raphael him- 
« ſelf, whom you ſaw; and as to the 
« detail you deſire, here it is. After we 
* parted from you, near Segorba, the 
© ſon of Lucinda and I took the road to 
s Valencia, with a deſign of playing ſome | 
«1 ew trick of our profeſſion in that 
city. One day, by accident, we went 
into the church of the Carthuſians, 
c while the monks were ſinging pſalms 
«in the choir. We conſidered them 
« attentively, and experienced that even 
« the wicked cannot help 8 
virtue. We admired the fervour with 
4 which they prayed to God, their mor- 
« tified air, their minds detac he I from 
the pleaſures of the age, as well as the 
: ſerenity that reigned in their counte- 
s nances, and ſo well expreſſed the re- 
« puſe of their conſciences. 
While we made theſe obſervations, 
© we fell into a reverie that became very 
« ſalutary unto us. We compared our 
s morals with thoſe of the good monks, 
© and the difference which we found, 
« filled us with ſorrow and diſquiet. | 
« Lamela,” ſaid Don Raphael to me, 
« when we came out of the church, 
« how art thou affected with what we 
« have ſeen? For my part, I cannot 
« conceal from thee the anxiety of my 
% mind. I am agitated. by emotions 
« hitherto unknown to me; and, for 
« the firſt time of my life, my conſcience 
«*upbraids me with my iniquity.” — 
« ] am in thE ſelf-ſame diſpoſition,” 
© anſwered I; „the evil actions which 
% have committed, at this inſtant riſe 


— 


__ 


- 
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vas before hardened. againſt repen- 
'* tance, is now torn with remorſe,” 
“ Ah, dear Ambroſe!” reſumed my 
* comrade, we are two ſtrayed ſheep, 
* hom the Heavenly Father, through 
« pity, intends to bring back into the 
6 fold. It is he, my child1 it is he 
« who calls us! Let us not be deaf to 
„ his voice; let us renounce cheating, 
% quit the libertiniſm in which we live; 
% and begin from this very day to la- 
* bour ſeriouſly in the great work of 
© our ſalvation. We mult ſpend the reſt 
of our days in this convent, and con- 
© ſecrate them to piety and penitence.” 


* 1 applayded Raphael's ſentiment,” 
n Brother Ambroſe; and we 


* formed the generous reſolution of be. 
coming Carthußans. To put this in 
t execution, we addreſſed ourſelves to 


| * the father, who no ſooner underſtood 


* our deſign, than, in order to prove our 
* vocation, he accommodated us with 
* cells, and we were treated like monks 
during a whole year. We followed 
the rules with fuch exaCtneſs and 
© conſtancy, that we were received 
© among the novices. We were ſo well 
« ſatished with our ſituation, and fo full 
* of ardour, that we courageouſly un- 
* derwent the toils of the noviciate ; we 
then proteſſed; after which, Don Ra- 


© for buſineſs, was choſen aſſiſtant to an 
© old father who was at that time ſoli- 
© citor. The ſon of Lucinda would 
© have rather ſpent his whole time in 
prayer, but he was obliged to ſacri- 
* fice his inclination to the good of the 
+ convent. He acquired ſuch a perſect 
© knowledge of the 8 of the houſe, 
that he was deenied capable of filling 
© the place of the old ſolicitor, who died 
« three years after. Don Raphael ac- 
* tually exerciſes that employment at 
« preſent, and acquits himſelf in it to the 
great ſatisfaftion of all our fathers, 
* who praiſe his condutt very much in 
© theadminiſtration of our temporalities. 
What is very ſurprizing is, that, in 
© ſpite of the care of collecting our re- 
| © venues, with which he is inveſted, he 
© feems engroſſed by eternity alone; 
© and when his buſineſs leaves him a 
© moment to himſelf, he employs it in 
the mot profound meditation. In a 
© word, he is one of the holieſt monks in 
our monaſtery." ' 
In this place I interrupted Lamela 
with a tranſport of joy, that Iexpreſſed 
at the ſight of Raphael, who arrived, 


« up agaiult me; aud my heart, Which 


There,“ cried I, there is the holy 
* ſolicitor for whom 1 waited ſo impa- 
TRA Eu FIR IM | « tiently 1? 


© phael appearing endued with a genius 


\ 


* tiently ' At the ſame time IT ran up, 
and embraced him. He received m 
ſalutation with a good grace; and, 
without diſcovering the leaſt ſürprize 
at meeting, ſaid to me with a voice full 
of ſweetneſs, * God be 
« de Santillane | God be praiſed for the 
« pleaſure I have in ſeeing you! 
1 Truly, I replied, my dear Raphael, 
© I ſhare as much as poſſible in your 
© happineſs. Brother Ambroſe has re- 
© counted to me the hiſtory of your 
* converſion, and I was charmed with 
© the narration. What advantage have 
« you both, my friends, in being able 
© to flatter yourſelves, that you are of 
the ſmall number of the elect, who 
« will one day enjoy eternal felicity !* 

Two wretches, ſuch as we are,“ re- 
ſumed the ſon of Lucinda, with an air of 
great humility, © ought not to conceive 
« ſach hopes; but the repentance of 
© ſinners makes them find favour with 
the Father of Mercy. And you, Sig- 
© nior Gil Blas,* added he, * don't you 
© alſo think of deſerving pardon for the 
« crimes you have committed? What 
« buſineſs brings vou to Valencia? Don't 
« you unhappily fill ſome dangerous em- 
* ployment in this place ?*—* No, thank 
© God!” I rephed; * fince I quiited the 
court, I have led the life of an honeſt 
© man, Sometimes, at an eſtate I have 
© ſome leagues from hence, 1 enjoy the 
© pleaſures of the country; and ſome- 
times I come to make merry with the 
Governor of Valencia, who is my 
friend, and one who you both know 
perfectly well.“ 

Then I recounted the hiſtory of Don 
Alphonſo de Leyva, to which they 
liſtened with attention; and when I told 
them that I had carried from that no- 
bleman to Samuel Simon the thouſand 
ducats which we had ſtole from him, 
Lamela interrupted me, and addreſſing 
himſelf to Raphael, Father Hilary, 
ſaid he, at that rate, the merchant has 
no cauſe to complain of a robbery, for 
© which he has received reſtitution with 
« uſury; and we ought to have quiet 
« conſcieaces on that article.'—* Really,“ 

ſaid the ſolicitor,  * Brother Ambroſe 
© and I, before we entered this convent, 
| © ſent privately fiſtee hundred ducats 
to Samuel Simon by a worthy clergy- 
man, who took the trouble of going 
4 to Xelva, in order to make that reſti- 
« tution : ſo much the worſe for Sa- 
« muel, if he was capable of touchin 


« that ſum, after having been reimburi- 
* ed of the whole by Signior de San- 
{ jillane,' . But, ſaid 1 to them, are 


praiſed, Signior 
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y 5 ſiire that your fifteen hundred 
© ducats were faithfully remitted to him 
— Queſtionlels,* cried Don Raphael; 
I will anſwer for the clergyman's in- 
© tegrity, as much as for my own. 
© And I will join in the ſecurity,” ſaid 
Lamela; he is a holy prieſt, uſed to 
« theſe ſorts of commiſntons, and. has 
C had, for things depoſited in his hands, 
two or three law-ſuits, which he gain» 
© ed with coſts” _. | 
Our converſation laſted ſome time 
longer; then we parted, they exhort- 
ing me to have always the fear of the 
Lord before my eyes; and I recom- 
mending myſelf to their devout prayers. 
Going ſtraight to Don Alphonſo, © You 
© can*tFueſs,? ſaid 1 to him * with whom 
©I have had a long converſation! 1 
| have juſt parted with two venerable 
© Carthuſians of your acquaintance, one 
called father Hilary, and the other 
© Brother Ambroſe.— You are miſ- 
taken,“ anſwered Don Alphonſo; I 
© know not one Carthuſian.'—* Pardon 
© me,” I replied; * you ſaw at Xelva 


Father Hilary ſecretary to the Inqui. 
© fition.*'—* Good Heaven!“ cried the 
governor with ſurprize; * is it poſſible 
that ws my and Lamela are become 
© Carthuſians?*—* Yes, indeed,” ſaid 1; 
they have been profeſſed monks ſome 
years. The firſt is ſolicitor, and the 
other porter of the convent.“ 
Don Czſar's fon muſed ſome mi- 
nutes, then ſhaking his head, Mr. 
© Commiſſary of the Inquifition and his 
« ſecretary,” ſaid he, are, in my opi- 
„nion, bent upon playing ſome new 


* againſt them, anſwered IJ. For m 
« own part, having converſed wit 
them, judge more favourably of their 
intentions. It is true, we cannot dive 
into the heart ; but, in all appearance, 
© they are two converted Hagers.“ — 


there have been many libertines, who, 
© aſter having ſcandalized the world b 

«© their irregularities, ſhut themſelves 
© up in cloyſters, to perform a rigorous 
« penance, and I with our two monks 


© they not ?* ſaid 1: * they have 
© have already lived a long time like 
« you pleaſe,” replied the governor; * 1 


£ ſhould be in the hands of that ſame 
Father Hilary, whoſe integrity I cahe. 


a . diſtruſting. When 1 remem. 
n 3 
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Brother Ambroſe commiſſary, and 


fſarce here.“ — © You are prejudiced 


© That may be, reſumed Don Alphoſo; 


© may be of that ſort.— Why end 
« tarily embraced a monaſtick life, ahd © 
© good friars.—“ You may ſay what 


don't like that the convent's caſh 


be 
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' © ber that fine detail he gave-us of his 


© adventures, I tremble for the Car- 


* thuſians. I would. willingly believe 
with you, that he has taken the habit 
from a very pious motive, but the 


* ſight of the caſh may awaken his cu- 
5 pidity. A reformed drunkard ſhould | 


© never be left in a cellar, 

The ſuſpiciongof Don Alphonſo was 
fully juſtified in a few days. Father 
Solicitor and Brother Porter diſappear- 
ed with the caſh. This piece of news, 
which was immediately — all over 
the city, afforded great mirth to the 
wits, who always rejoice at the miſ- 
fortunes which happen to endowed 
monks, As for the governor and me, 
we pitied the Carthuſians, without 
boaſting of our acquaintance with the 
two apoſtles. | 


C HAP. VII. 


- Gil Blas returns to his caſtle Lirias; 
* hears an agreeable piece of news Fo 
Scipio; and makes @ reforn in his houſe« 
_ Geeping. 
. 1 Spent eight days at Valencia in high 
taſte, living among counts and mar- 
quiſſes. Shews, balls, concerts, enter- 
tainments, converſations with the ladies, 
and other amuſements, I enjoyed by the 
favour of the goyernor and his lady, to 
whom I paid my court fo ſucceſsfully, 
that, when I ſet out for Lirias, they 
were ſorry to part with me. They even 
obliged me to promiſe, that I would 


divide my time between them and my 


ſolitude; and it was agreed, that I 
ſhould live at Valencia 1n the winter, 
and ſpend the ſummer at my. own houſe, 
This convention being made, my bene- 
factors gave me liberty to go and enjoy 
their favours. 
Scipio, who impatiently expected my 
return, was overjoyed at ſeeing me; 
and I redoubled his pleaſure by a faith- 
ful report of my journey. Well, my 
friend, ' ſaid I to him afterwards, how 
« gdidſt thou ſpend the day in my ab- 
s ſence ? didſt thou divert thyſelf agree - 
« ably ?—* As well,“ anſwered he, * as 
a ſervant could, to whom nothing is 
« ſo dear as the preſence of his maſter, 
£1 have walked all over our ſmall ter- 
« ritories, Sometimes ſeated on the 
- © brink of that fountain which is in our 
$ wood, I took pleaſure in contemplat- 
+ ing the beauty of it's waters, which 
are as pure as thoſe of the ſacred foun- 
* © tain, that makes the vaſt foreſt of Al- 
. 4buna echo with it's noiſe; and ſome- 
+ times, ſtretched at the root of @ tree, 


—— 


heard the linnets ſing, and the nightin- 
/ pales tune their ſong, In ſhort, I have 
* hunted, I have fiſhed ; and what gave 
eme more ſatisfaction than all other 
* amuſerments, I have read ſeveral books 
© as uſeful as entertaining.“ | 
I interrupted my ſecretary with pre- 
n to aſk where he found theſe 
ooks. * I found them,“ ſaid he, in a 
* handſome library, which Maſter Joa- 
* chim ſhewed me in this caſtle.—“ Hat 
© in what part, ſaid I, can this pre- 
© tended library be? Did we not viſit 
* the whole houſe on the firſt day of 
© our arrival?” — * So you imagined,” 
anſwered he; © but you muſt know we 
* ſurveyed three pavilions only, and 
forgot the fourth, where Don Czſar, 
« when he came to Lirias, . uſually em- 
0 r part of his time in reading. 
There are in this library exceeding 
good books left for you, as an aſſured 
entertainment, when our, gardens, 
© ſtripped of their flowers, and our woods 
* of their leaves, ſhall have nothing left 
© to amuſe us. The noblemen of Leyva 
have net done things by halves, but 
* provided food for the mind, as well as 
for the body.” 
Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, 
I followed him into the fourth pavi- 
lion, which preſented a very agreeable 
ſcene to my view. I beheld a * 
which from that hour I deſtined to be 
my apartment, as it had been Don Cz- 
ſar's. The bed of that nobleman was 
{till there, together will all the reſt of 
the furniture ; that 'is, a tapeſtry with 
figures repreſenting the rape of the Sa- 
bine women. From this room I went 
into acloſet, ſurrounded with low preſſes 
filled with books, over which appeared 
the portraits of all our kings. There 
was alſo hard by a window, from whence 
we had a view of a moſt delighttul 
country, and an ebony bureau ſtanding 
before a large ſopha, covered with black 
moroquin. But I beſtowed my chief 
attention upon. the library, which was 
compoſed of philoſophy, poetry, hiſtory, 
and a great number of romances on the 
ſubject of knight-errantry, I concluded 
that Don Ceſar loved this laſt kind of 
writing, ſince he had made ſuch plen- 
ti ful proviſion of it. I muſt canfeſs, to 
my ſhame, that I was no leſs pleaſed 
with thoſę productions, notwithſtanding 
all the extravagancies with which they 
are interwoven; whether it was owing 
to my being at that time no very con- 
ſide rate reader, or that .Spagjards in 
general are too much captivated by the 
marvellous, I will eee: 
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that I took more pleaſure in Tae 


boaks of morality; and that Lucian, 
Horace, and Eraſmus, became my fa- 
vqukite antbhors. 
Friend,“ ſaid I to Scipio, when I had 
ſurveyed my. library, here is amuſe- 
ment indeed; but our preſent buſineſs 
« is to retrench our houſe- keeping. 
—* 1 will ſpare you that taſk,” anſwered 
he. * During your abſence, I have 
* ſtudied your people, and now may 
© boaſt of knowing them periperly well. 
Let us begin with Ma 

© who, I believe, is a complete rogue, 
and 1 don't doubt that he was turned 
* out of the archbiſhop's ſervice for 
* having committed arithmetical blun- 
ders in his accounts. Nevertheleſs, 
. « we muſt keep him for two reaſqns; 
© the firſt is, becauſe he is a good cook; 
and the ſecond, becauſe I ſhall always 
'© have an eye over him: I will be a 
« {py upon his actions; and he muſt be 


« as cunning as, the devil if he be able 


© x0 deceive me. I have already told 
© him, that you intend to diſmiſs threę- 
* fourths of your ſervants; a piece of 
neus that gave him ſome pain; and 
© he aſſured me, that, feeling an incli- 
* nation to ſerve you, he wauld, rather 
© than leave the houſe, be contented 
* with the half of his preſent wages; 
© a circumſtance which makes me ſu- 
© ſpect that there is ſome girl in the vil- 
lage from whom he would not willing- 
© ly remove. As for the cook's aſſiſtant, 
added he, he is a drunkard ; and the 
porter an inſolent fellow, for whom we 
1 — not the leaſt occaſion, any more 
* than for the fowler; 1 can eaſily fill 
© up the place of this laſt, as I will ſhew 
© you to-morrow, ſince we have plenty 
of fuſils, powder, and ſhot. With re- 
© gard to the lacquies, there is one of 

© them ſrom Arra ons ſeemingly a good 
lad, him we will keep; the reſt are 
. * ſuch. rogues, that I wquld not adyiſe 
« you tq retain them, even if you wanted 
an hundred valets.“ | 


the of each domeſtick, and be 

nito live at our on expence. L would 
— contented with a frugal ordis 
nary; * my ſceretaxy, who loved ra- 


er Joachim, 


outs and dainties, was not the mam 
leave Mr. Joachim's "ſkill unemployed. 
He kept him ſo well at work, that gur 
dinners and ſuppers might haye ſer den 
a company of Bernardine monks. 


AD 
The amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia. 
T days after my return 122 


1. Valencia to Lirias, Baſil the la- 
bourer, I 


farmer, came in the morn- 
ade Jeaye to preſent Angonia his 
daughter, who, he ſaid, wanted to hae 

maſter. 


t 

pleaſure ; upon which he werit ou 1 
$i 

1 4 * 

a maid of ſixteen or eighteen years, 
who, with the moſt regular features, 


4 the faireſt complexion and 


neſt eyes in the world. Thoygh 
was clad in a ſtuff gown, her rich air, 
majeſtick port and graces, that do not 
always accompany youth, dignified the 
ſimplicity of her dreſs. She wore no 
cap on her head, her hair being tied 
behind with a knot of flowers, ,in the 
manner of the Lacedzmonian women. 
When ſhe entered my, chamber, I 1 
as, much ſtruck with her beauty as t 
knights of Charlemalgn 4.court with t 
charms of Angelica. Inſtead; of re- 
ceiving Antonia with eaſe, and ſaying 
kind things to her ; inſtead of cor 
tulating the father on his Japp) els in 
having ſuch a charming daughter, 1 
ſtood confounded, aſtoniſhed, and mute. 
Scipio, who perceived my diſorder, 
ſpoke in my room, and was at the ex- 


| pence of thoſe praiſes which I owed to 


that lovely, creature. As for her part, 
not at all dazzled by my figure, in my 
morning gown and cap, ſhe faluted me 
without any coggern, and mage me, a 
| compliment, which, though uncom- 
| mon, enchanted my afſection. In the 
mean time, while my ſecretary, | 
and his daughter, were employed in mu- 
| We N myſelf; and 
to ce amends ſor the ſtupid Nence 

had hitherto ke A paſſed Fn one Cx» 


tremity to, another, launched out ingo 
gallant diſcourſe, and ſpoke with Jo 
much vivacity, that I alarmed Baſil, 


who, locking upon me already as a man 


apartment with het in A hurry, reſgly f 
perhaps, ae her from my eyss 
or ever. 


* 


ho would put eyery thing in practice 
10 ſeduce Sptonia, went out of my 
* 


| 


Scipio, ſeeing himſelf alone With ht, | 


3 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
? 


fear. 
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aid, with a fwile, „ Here is another re. 


* ſource againſt the tedious hours. I 
did not 
* ſuch a handſome daughter, having ne. 


ver before ſeen her, though I have 


been twice at her father's houſe: he 
muſt be at great pains to conceal her; 
* and I commend his care. Egad, ſhe's 
© a delicate morfel ! But,” added he, I 
© believe I need not ſay ſo to you, who 

« were dazzled by her at firſt ſight.'— 
« I don't deny it,” anſwered J. Ah! 
my child, I thought I ſaw a celeſtial 
© ſubſtance, She inflamed me all of a 
© ſudden, and pierced my heart with an 
arrow ſwift as lightning.” 

_ © I am raviſhed,' replied my ſecreta- 
y, to learn, that you are at laſt in love. 
© You wanted a miltreſs to make you en- 
joy perfect happineſs in your ſolitude. 
Thank Heaven! you have now all 
© ſorts of conveniencies! I know, con- 
tinued he, that we ſhall have ſome dif- 
„ ficulty in deceiving the vigilance of 
« Baſil; but leave that to me: lunder- 
take, in three days, to procure for you 
a private interview with Antonia.'— 
« Mr. Scipio,” ſaid I, perhaps you 
6 ae; not be able to keep your pro- 
* mile ; but that is not what Ian curi- 
© ous to try, I have no intention to 
* tempt the virtue of that girl, who 
« ſeems to deſerve that I ſhould enter- 
© tain other ſentiments of her. Where- 
fore, far from exacting of your zeal 
that you ſhould aſſiſt me in diſhonour- 
ing her, I am reſolved, by your me- 
© diation, to eſpouſe her, provided her 
s heart is not engaged to another.— I 
did not expect,“ ſaid he, *to fee you 
take ſuch a ſudden reſolution to marry. 
© Many country gentlemen in your 
© place would not deal fo honourably ; 
they would never entertain legitimate 
« views with regard to Antonia, until 
they had tried others to no purpoſe. 
© But, however, added he, don't ima- 
© gine that I condemn your love, and 
6 ek to diſſuade you from your deſign. 
© Your farmer's daughter deſerves the 
© honour you intend for her, if ſhe can 
© beſtow upon you a heart unengaged, 
© and ſenſible of your generoſity. This 
© 1 muſt inform myſelf of to-day, in a 
* converſation with her father, and per- 
s haps with herſelf.* _ 3 

y confident, who was a punctual 
man in performing his promiſes, went 
rivately to viſit Baſil ; and in the even- 
ing came to me in my cloſet, where I 
waited with impatience mingled with 
Drawing a gave omen from his 


cheerful look, If I may believe, ſaid 


now that your farmer had 


* 


— 


T that ſmile on thy face, thou comeſt 
to lignify, 1 I ſhall ſoon enjoy my 


© with,'—""Yes," my dear matter, he 
replied ; © every thing is propitious to 
© you. I have had a converſation with 
© Batil and his daughter, to whom I de- 
© clared your intention. The father is 
© overjoyed to hear your deſign to be his 
* ſon-in-law ; and I can affure you, that 
© you are very much to Antonia's taſte.” 
—* O Heaven! cried I, in a tranſport 
of joy; * what! am I ſo happy as to be 
© agreeable to that lovely creature ' 
Doubtleſs,“ he reſumed. She alrea- 
© dy loves you. I have not, indeed, 
© drawn that confeſſion from her mouth; 
* but I am convinced of her paſſion, by 
the gaiety ſhe diſcovered when ſhe un- 
© der{tood your defign. * Nevertheleſs,” 
added he, you have a rival. A ri- 
© yall? cried 1, mas bony yet vou 
need not be much alarmed,* ſaid he; 
that rival will not rob you of the heart 
© of your miſtreſs ; he is no other than 
* Maſter Joachim your cook. —“ Ah! 
©the hang-dog !' faid I, burſting into a 
fit of laughter; this was his reaſon for 
* ſhewing ſuch reluctance to quit my 
© ſervice.'—* The very fame,” anſwered 
Scipio. He ſome days ago demanded 
Antonia in marriage, and met with a 
* polite refuſal.*—* With deference to 
thy better advice,“ I reſumed, me- 
thinks it will be better to rid ourſelves 
© of the rogue, before he can get notice 
© that I intend to marry Baſil's daugh- 
ter; 2 cook, thou knoweſt, is a dange- 
© rous rival.'—* You are in the right,” 
replied my confident : we muſt clear 
© the houſe of him. I will give him his 
© leave to-morrow morning before he 
© begins to work, and then you ſhall 
* have nothing to fear either from his 
* ſauces or his love. I am ſorry, how- 
© ever, to loſe ſuch an excellent cook; 
* but I ſacrifice my palate to your fafe- 
ty. ! Thou needeſt not regret him ſo 
c much,” ſaid 1; the loſs is not irre- 
© parable : I will ſend to Valencia for a 
cook as good as he.” And indeed I 
wrote immediately to Don Alphonſo, 
that I had occation for a cook ; and the 
very next day he ſent one who conſoled 
Scipio at once. N 
though the zealous ſecretary had 
told me, that he perceived Antonis was 
pleaſed in her heart with the conqueſt 
which ſhe had made of her maſter, I 
durſt not depend upon his report, being 


apprehenſive that he might have been 


deceived by falfe appearances. To be 
more ſure of the matter, I refolved to 
ſpeak in perſon” to the fair A; 

[4 an , 


q 
P 


— 


. - * 


and, repairing to Baſil's houſes con- 
r had 


firmed, what my ambaſſado 


* o- 


told, 
him. That honeſt peaſant; a man ot 
frankneſs and ſim 15 having beard 
my deſign, aſſured me, that he would 
beſtow his daughter, upon, me 8 the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction: But,“ added he, 
don't think that it is on account of your 
« being lord of the manor. Were you 
« (till no more than the ſteward of Don 
« Czar and Don , Alphonſo, I would: 
pre ſer you to all other ſuitors who pre - 
« ſent themſelves. I have always had a 
« regard for you; and what gives me 
the 4 3 is, that Antonia xn: 
not bring you a large fortune. Ia 

© nothing with her,” faid her per- 
« ſon, is all the wealth to which I a- 
« ſpire.'—* Your moſt humble ſervant ! 


cried he; ©. that is not my intention: 1 


am not ſuch a beggar, as to marry my 
« es in that manner.,, , Baſil de 
« Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank 
God, to give her a, dowry ; and, for. 
every dinner you beſtow upon her, ſhe 
« ſhall word, n Jupper, td you, In a 
word, the rent of your eſtate, which, 
is but five hundred Jucats, wal Ar 
mount to a thouſand by virtue of this 
marriage“ CT e ee ee 
1 You ſhall do in that as. you pleaſe, 
* my dear Baſil,“ I replied ; we ſhall 
© have no diſputes about intereſt: and 
now that we are agreed, the ſole by- 
« fineſs is to obtain the conſent of your 


_4 daughter.'—* You have mine,“ ſaid 


he; and that is envngh.'—* Not alto- 
« gether,” anſwered I; if yours is ne- 
ceſſary, her's is ſo too. — Her's de- 
6 prov upon me,“ ſaid he: I would 
« fain ſee her refuſe l'“ Antonia, I re- 
ſamed, * ſubmiſſive to paternal antho- 
« rity, is ready, without doubt, to obey 
you implicitly ;_ but I don't know if 
* ſhe can do it upon this occalion with- 


© ont relutlance ; and if ſhe. can't, IJ 


© ſhould never be conſoled for having 
made her unhappy ; in ſhort, it is not 
enough for me to obtain her hand of 


you, unleſs her heart goes to the bar- 


« gain, '—* By'r lady '“ ſaid Baſil; *1 
1 Jon't underſtand all this philofophy : 
« ſpeak yourſelf to Antonia, and you 
1 Gall ſee, if I am not miſtaken, that ſhe 
« defires. no better than to be your, wife.” 
So Taying,.he called his daughter, and 
left me alone with her for a minute or 


Wo. b 
That I might enjoy the precious op - 
portunity, I came to the point at once, 
* Fair Antonia,“ ſaid I, determine fy 
© fate. Althougthl have your father's 
* conſent, don't think that I intend to 


GIL BEAS/OF SANTALLANE: 


{.ayail. myſelf of it, in doing violence 
your inclination, A Charatiog +534 . 
4 8 ounce the N of you, if you, 
© ſay. that I muſt owe it to your obedi- 
' * ence only. — That is what I will not 
* ſay, anſwered ſhe:; your addreſſes, 


& and inſtead of murmuring, I approye. 
dot my father's choice. I don't know,” 
laid ſhe, whether 1d well or ill in 
talking thus: but if you; was difas., 
. © greeable to me, I ſhould be frank 
* enough to on it; why then may I not. 
* ſay-the contrary with the ſame free-, 
dom? | OR rp 
At theſe words, which I could not 
hear without being charmed, 1 kneele 
before Antonia; and, in the exceſs. by 
e en of her fair h 45 
| kiſſed it with the utmoſt tenderneſs an f 
| paſſion. „„My dear N aid I, 1. 
Dam ehchanted with your, franknels':, 
* continue the ſame. unoonſtrained Her. 
' © haviqur ; and, as you ſpeak. to your, 


: * huſband, diſcloſe. your whole: ſoul o 
© his view. May l then flatter myſelf, 
; © that yon will be, pleaſed to fee your 
fortune joined to mine?“ Baſil com- 
ing in at that inſtant, hindered me from 
proceeding. Impatient to know his 
daughter's anſwer, and ready to grumble 
| hag ihe ſhewo the leaſt averſion for me, 
Well, ſaid he, (are you ſatisfied with 
Antonia? —“ 1 ar 
; © with her,“ anſwered i, that I will this 
© very, moment go and make prepara - 
© tions for my marriage.“ So faving, 1 
took my leave of the father and daugh- 
| ter, to go and conſult with my ſecretary 
on that ſubject. 2 


C H A , P. IX: 
| The manner in tohich the niptials of Gil 
Blas and the fair Antonia were celebrat - 
ed; and the rejoicingi with which they 
were attended. 7 | | 


LT HO U 5 AA was. under no. 
neceſſity of obtaining the per 
miſhon of the noblemen 4 þ nal by 
pio and 1 concluded, that we could not, 
in honour, omit imparting to them m 
deſign of marrying Baſil's daughter, and 
of aſking their conſent, out of good many 
ners. 


— 


where they were as much ſyrpriged ra 


Antonia more than once, congratulated 
me on my choice. Don Cæſar, eſpecial, 


vivacity, that it I had not believed him 


* 


Lare too agreeable to give, me pain ;, 


am ſo. well ſatisfied . 


I ſet out immediately for Valencia, 


ſee me as to hear the cauſe of my jour, 
Don Czfarand his ſon having ſeen 


h. complimented me upon it with ſuch 


n do 
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to be a man quite weaned frotfi' certain 
Anuſemente, I ſhould have fulpreded 
that he had ſometimes to Lixias to 
ſee his farmer's daughter, rather than to 
viſit his own houſe. Seraphins, after 
Having aſſured me that ſhe ſhould always | 
bear a large part in what ſhould concern 
me, fad th dad heard a very 00d cha- 
rater of Antonia: But,“ added ſhe 
with 4 ſatirical look, as if ſhe reproach- 
ed me for the indiffetence with which I 

repaid Sephota's paſſion, „If Thad not 
heard her beauty extolled, I ſhoùld de- 
« perid uporr ye tele, the delicacy « of 


* which I know,“ 
12 


Don Cſar and Ko! 2 7 
fray 1 die ek. 


proved of Furs 
beck te Eifas,” ſaid 


Lab they 

peice of it 

they, and make Ne ary] Ger 
«you ri feos. ' Make n np ec. 

„ration fot your huptidls, bat at 
* ty our elle In com e wich 
their deſire re, I returßed to —5 
making Bafil and His 4a r dec | 
ed with the intention ot our patrons, we 
waited their orders as patiently as we 


could. ring eight 820 s, however, 
we received bite: bit, to make a- 
mends, 


on the ninth, a coach any 
four arrived full of mantua- makers, and 
rich ſtuffs for the bride's cloaths, and 
efcorted by feveral menin _ montit- 
ed on mules, One of them brought a 
letter for me, from Don Atphonfo; im- 
porting, that he would be at Lirias next 
day, with his father and ſpouſe, and that 
the ceremony of my marriage ſhould be 
celebrated on the day following by the 
Grand Vicar of Valencia. Accordingly 
Don Cæſar, his ſon, and Seraphina, did 
not fail to come with that clergyman, 
all four together in a coach and (ix, pre- 
ceded by another drawn by four, in 
which were Seraphina's women, attend- 
ed by the 1 guards. 

My lady governeſs was ſcarce arriy- 
ed, when ſhe expreſſed the utmoſt impa- 
tience to ſee Antonia, who on her part, 
no 1 underſtood that Seraphina 
was alighred, than ſhe ran to ſalute her, 
and kiſfed her hand with ſuch a good 
grace, that all the company admired her 

50 Well, Madam,“ ſaid Don 

ſar to his dau nter in-law, what do 

ou think of „rr ? Could Santil- 
1 have made a better choice? 

No, indeed,“ replied Seraphina; * they 

{are worthy of each other; and I don't 

doubt mat their union will be perfect- 

« Iy happy,“ In ſhort, every one praiſ- 
ed the bride ; and if ſhe was muc * of 

y 


hp —_— bor * garb, every 


inch. farmers; in the nei 
red whom Baſil 
wedding, A ey e 


; firſt, by deſire of the lady g 


ts ers, 
che hand, 


| 


ed to marry us; 
i perforthedl druid 


wis charmed with her when the appear- 
ed in à richer dreſs. Her air was fo 
_ and her yn dart ſo eaſy, that 
wobuld have t onght ſhe had "never 
05 any other. 
Er. oment being arrived. in which 
opitious Hymen was to join my fare 
don a Alphonſp 120 0 ing Bs by 

d meto/the altar, while Se- 
raphina did he ſame honbur to the 
Bride: In this order we repaired to the 
village. chapel, where the vicar attend - 
nd that ceremony was 

the acclamations of 
the inhabitants of Lirias, and al) the 
ghbourh60d, 
had” invited to 2 
dreff, 4 
in ribbands and'fl owers; ta bors 
in their hands; We then e to 
my houſe; where, by the cart of No 
1 who was cohtriver of the feuſt, 

md three tables covered, one for 
noblemen, another for their fee 
and the third, which was the lar eſt, k. 
the reſt of the gueſts. Antonia fat at 
ernefs ; 1 


did the honours of the ſecond; and Ba- 


11 took cate of the third. As for Sci- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| * As 


pio, he did not fit, but went from one 
table to another, employing himſelf in 
EN and ſatisfy ing every individual. 
e entertainment was prepared by 
the governor's cooks, it could not fail 
of being complete in all it's parts. The 
er wines, of which Maſter Joachim 
ad made ample proviſion, were drank 
with profuſion ; the gueſts began to 
wax warm, and mirth and jolliry reign- 
ed, when we were, all of a ſudden, in- 
|rerrupted by an incident that alarmed 
My ſecretary being in the hall, 
Shove I fat at table with the princi al 
officers of Don Alphonſo, and Seraphi- 
na's women, fell down uponſthe floor, 
without ſenſe or niotion. I ran to his 
aſſiſtance, and while 1 was buſied in 
bringing him to himſelf again, one of 


the women fainted away. All the com- 


4 


concluded, that there muſt be ſome © 
ery in this double ſwooning, as it 
actually concealed one, which, in a little 
time, was explained; for ſoon afte 
Scipio recovered his ſpirits, and fai 
ſoftly to me, Why ſhould the ha appic 
* of your da aysbe be the moſt diſagretabſe of 
* mine ! It is impoſſible for one to ſhag 
© his deſtiny,“ added he; Lhave f 


my wite in the perſon of one of ra- 
-,phina” s maids.” 
+ What do I hear !* cried I; * that is 


© not 
© ban 


177 what, art thou the huſ- 
of the lady Who was taken ill at 
9 « 7 ' FF a 6 the 


= 


© the ſame time with thee Ves, Sir,” 


he replied, «I am her huſband; and 
Fortune, I ſwear, could not play me a 
«* more villainous trick than that of 
« bringing her to my view.“ I don't 
« know, my friend,“ ſaid I, what rea- 
«© ſon thou haſt to complain of thy wife; 
© but, whatever cauſe ſhe may have gi- 
© ven thee, pray conſtrain thyſelf; if 
« thou loveſt me, do not diſturb this 
© entertainment by apy, thy reſent. 
ment. You ſhall be ſatisfied you 
© my behaviour,' replied Scipio, *an 
«© ſee whether or not L can diſſemble. 
So ſaying, he went up to his wife, 
who, by the aſſiſtance of her compa- 
nions; was alſo recovered, andembracin 

her with the appearance of as much paſ- 
ſion as if he had been raviſhed to fee her 
again; Ah, my dear Beatrice!” ſaid 
he, Heaven unites us again, after ten 
years of ſeparation : O ppy moment 
© for me! 1 don't know, anſwered 
his wife, * whether or not vou feel any 
joy in meeting me here; but this I am 
certain of, I gave you no juſt cauſe to 
© leave me. hat! you found me one 
» night with Signior Don Fernando de 
Leyva, who was in love with my miſ- 
: trels Julia, and whoſe paſſion I aſſiſted ; 
© and you took it in your head, that I 
© liſtened to him, at the expence of your 
and my honour ; thereupon jealouſy 
turned your brain, you quitted Tole- 
© do, and fled from me as from a mon- 


© ſte, without deigning to come to an 


explanation Which of us two, if you 
« pleaſe, has the moſt reaſon to com- 
plain 2'—* You, to be ſure,” replied 
Scipio. 
© Don Fernando, ſoon after your de- 
«© parture from Toledo, married Julia, 
with whom I ſtayed as long as ſhe liv- 
ed; and ſince we are robbed of her, 
© by an untimely death, I have been in 
0 the ſervice of my lady her ſiſter, who, 
© as well as her women, can anſwer for 
the purity of my morals.” | 
My ſecretary, at this diſcourſe, the 
falſity of which he could not prove, be- 
ha ved as became him. Once more,” 
ſaid he to his wife, © I own my fault, 
and aſk pardon before this honourable 
* aſſembly.” Then I, interceding for 
him, begged that Beatrice would for- 


© Yes, doubtleſs,“ ſaid ſhe: 


get Sha was paſt; aſſuring her, that 
0 


for the future, her huſband's ſole ſtudy 

| ſhould be to give her ſatis faction. She 

yielded to my entreaty, and the whole 

company applauded their re · union; for 

the better celebration of whichthey were 

made to ſit by one another, their health 
was 4 every body complimented 
0. 2+ 
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their example. 
in motion; the 1 officers be · 
t 
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them, and the feaſt ſeemed to have been 


made rather on aecount of their recon 


ciliation than of my nuptials. + | 
The third table was the firſt forſaken 
The young peaſants got up to dance 
with the country maids ; who, by the 
noiſe of their tabors, ſoon brought the 
company from the other rooms, and in- 
ſpired them with the defire of following 
Every body was now 


n to dance with the attendants of my 
ady governeſs ; the noblemen them- 
ſelves mingled in the diverſion. Don 
Alphonſo danced a faraband with Sera - 
phina, Don Cæſar performed with 
Antonia, who came afterwards and took 


me out, acquitting herſelf very well, 


conſidering that ſhe had only received a 
few lefſons in the houſe of a relation, 
who was the wife of a citizen of Alba- 
razin. As for me, who had learned in 
the houſe of the Marchioneſs of Chaves, 
the aſſembly looked ** me as a great 
dancer. With regard to Beatrice and 
Scipio, they preferred a private conver - 
ſation to dancing, and gave each other 
an account of what had happened to 
them ſince their parting; but they were 
interrupted by Seraphina, who, being 
informed of their meeting, ſent for them 
to expreſs her joy at their reconcilia- 
tion. My children, “ ſaid ſhe, © on this 
day of rejoicing, it is an addition to 


© my fatisfaCttion, to ſee you reftored to 


each other. Friend Scipio, I give you 
* back your ſpouſe, and proteſt to you, 
that her conduct has always been irre- 
* proachable : you may live here hap- 
« pily together; and you, Beatrice; at- 


tach yourſelf to Antonia, and be as 


much devoted to her, as your huſband 
© is to Signior de Santillane.“ Scipio, 
after this, could not help looking upon 
his wife as another Penelope, and pro- 
miſed to treat her with all imaginable 
affection. * GH . 
Te young peaſants and their part- 
ners having danced all day, retired to 
their houſes ; but the feſtival was con- 
tinued at the caſtle, where a magnifi- 
cent ſupper was prepared; and when 
it was time to go to reſt, the grand vicar 
bleſſed the nuptial bed: Seraphina un- 
dreſſed the bride, and the noblemen of 
Leyva did me the ſame honour. What 
was merry enough, the officers of Don 
Alphonſo, and the ladies of the gover- 
neſs, took in their heads'to perform the 
fame ceremony to Beatrice and Scipio z 
who, to make the ſcene more comical, 
very gravely allowed themſelves to be 
ſtripped and put to hed. 
* CHAP. 
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THE HISTORY AND ADVENTURES OF _ 


CHAP. X. 


What followed the marriage of Gil Blas and 
the fair Antonia. The beginning of Sci- 
pio's hiſtory. | 

N the very next day after my 
marriage, the lords of Leyva re- 
turned to Valencia, after having given 
me a thouſand new maiks of friendſhip; 
ſo that my ſecretary and I remained in 

the houſe, with our wives and ſervants 
only. | 
The care which both of us took to 
pleaſe the ladies was not ine flectual: in 
a little time, I inſpired my wife with as 
much love for me as I had for her ; and 
Scipio made his ſpouſe forget the ſor- 
rows Which he had made her ſuffer. 
| Beatrice, who had a pliant obliging 
temper, eaſily inſinuated herſelf into 
the favour, and gained the confidence of 
her miſtreſs... In ſhort, we agreed, all 
four, to admiration, and began to enjoy 
a ſituation worthy of envy. All our 
days glided 1 in the moſt agreeable 
amuſements. Antonia was naturally 
grave, but Beatrice and l wefe very 
gay; and had we been otherwiſe, Sci- 
pio's preſence was enough to keep off 
melancholy. He was an incomparable 
fellow for ſociety, one of thoſe comical 
creatures whoſe appearance alone can 
make a company merry. 

One day, that we tcok a whim after 
dinner to go and take a fieſta in the moſt 
agreeable place of the wood, ry ſecre- 
tary was in ſuch good-humour, that he 
baniſhed all deſire of fleeping by his 
merry diſcourſe. * Hold thy tongue, 
© friend,” ſaid 1; or if thou art re- 
© ſolved to keep us from taking our nap, 
* entertain us with ſome ſtory worthy 
our attention.” 

With all my heart, Sir,“ anſwered 
he; ſhall I recount the kiſtary of King 
© Pelagius *?*—* I would tather hear 
« thy own,” I rephed; but that is a 
« pleaſure thou haſt not thought proper 


* to give, ſince we lived toyether, nor 


© ever will, I ſuppoſe.'—* And what is 
£ the reaſon ?* ſaid he. If 1 have not 
© recounted my own hiſtory, it was be- 
© cauſe you never expreſſed the leaſt de- 
© lixeto hear it: it is not, therefore, my 
© fault that you are ignorant of my ad- 
© ventures; and if you are in the leaſt 
© curions to hear them, I am ready to 


© ſatisfy your curiolity.* Antonio, Bea- | 


| 


| © the crowns and 


trice, and I, took him at his word, and 
diſpoſed ourſelves in order to hear his 
narration, which could not miſs of hav- 


ing à good effect, either in diverting or 


lulling us aſleep. | 

Had it depended upon me,“ ſaid 
Scipio, * I ſhould have been the ſon of 
© ſome grandee, or knight of Alcantara 
* at leaſt ; but as one does not chuſe his 


© own father, you mult know that mine 


© was an honeſt ſoldier of the Holy Bro- 
* therhood, Torribio Scipio by name. 
* While he was travelling to and fro 
* on the highway, where his profeſſion 
© obliged him almoſt always to be, he met 
© by accident one day, between Cuenca 
and Toledo, a young gypſey whom he 
* thought very handlome. She was 
© alone on foot, and carried her whole 
* fortune in a Kind of knapſack on her 
back. Which way do you go, my 
„ dear?“ ſaid he to her, ſoftening his 
* voice, which was naturally rough. 
„ Signior Cavalier,“ anſwered ſhe, «1 
© am going to Toledo, where I hope to 
„gain an honeſt livelihood, in fome 
*« thape or other.” —** That is a lauda- 
ble intention,” he reſumed, “ and I 
don't doubt that you have more 
„ ftrings than one to your bow,””— 
« Yes, thank God,” ſaid ſhe; “ I have 
„ more talents than one; I can compoſe 
„ pomatums and eſſences for the ladies; 
„tell fortunes; turn the ſieve to find 
„ things that are loſt; and ſhew all 
„ that people want to ſee in a glaſs or 
„ mirror.” 

« Torribio, concluding that ſuch a 
© girl would be a very advantageous 
* match tor him, who could ſcarce live 
« by his employment, though he was 
very dexterous at it, offered to marry 
© her: ſhe accepted the propoſal, and 
© they repaired with all diligence to To- 
 ledo, where they were wedded; and 
you ſee in me the worthy fruit of theſe 
* noble nuprials. They ſettled in the 
* {uburbs, where my mother began to 
© fell pomatums and eſſences; but that 
© trade not anſwering, ſhe became for- 
© tune-teller, It was then that ſhe faw 
piſtoles ſhower upon 
© her4 a thonſand dupes of both ſexes 
© ſoon raiſed the reputation of Coſco- 
* lina, which was the gypſey's name. 
© Somebody came every day, to beg ſhe 
would employ her miniſtry for him: 
© ſometitnesa needy nephew, who wanted 


# Pelagius reigned in the eighth century, and was ſome time in ſubjection to the Saracens 3 
hut putting himſelf at the hezu of the Chriftians, and being declared king, took arms again the 
Inddels, whom he venguiſhed, and laid the foundation of the kingdom of Leon, in which he 


- reigned twenty years. 
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to know when his uncle, whoſe ſole heir 
he was, would ſet out for the other 

« world; and ſometimes a'girl, wiſhing ' 
to know if a certain cavalier, to whom 


«ſhe had granted the favour on a pro- 


« miſe of marriage, would keep his 
word. . 

«© Ple:ſe to obſerve, that my mother's 
« predictions were always favourable to 
« thoſe who ſolicited them: it they prov- | 
ted true, good and well; but when ' 
they came back to reproaca her, be- 
© cauſe the contrary of what ſhe had 
« prophefied came to paſs, ſhe an[wered 
« coldly, that they mult attribute it to 
«© the demon; who, notwithſtanding the 
force of the conjurations that ſhe em- 
ployed to make him reveal what would 
© happen, was ſometimes fo malicious us 
© to deceive her. 

When my mother, for the honour” 
of her profeſſion, thought ſhe muſt 
© make the devil appear in her opera 
© tions, Torribio Scipio always acted 
© that part, which he pertormed perfect - 
© ly well; the roughneſs of his voice, 
© and uglineſs of his face, giving him 
© an appearance ſuitable to the charac- 
© ter which he repreſented. Thoſe that 
« were in the l-ait timorous, were always 
© terrified by my tather's figure. Bur 
© one day, unfortunately, there came a 
© brutal fellow of a captain to fee the 
« devil, whom he ran through the body. 


The Holy Office, inforined of the de- 


evils d-ath, ſent it's officers to the 
© houſe of Coſcolina, whom they ſeized 
« with all her effects; and I, who was 
then but ſeven years old, was put into 
© the hoſpital of Los Ninos*. There 
© were in that houſe charnable clergy- 
© men; who, being well paid for the 
© education of poor orphans, were at 
© the trouble of teaching them to read 
© and write. They looked upon me as 
© a promiſing child, and on that account 
« diſtinguiſhed me from the reſt, by 
* chuling me to run on their errands. 
© They ſent me into the city with. letters 
© and meſſages; and 1 made the re- 
© ſpopſes at maſs. By way of recom- 
* pence, they undertook to teach me ihe 
Latin tongue; but they behaved ſo 
© rudely, and treated me with .fuch ri- 
© gour, notwithſtandiag the ſmall ſer- 
© vices I did them, that, being no longer 
© able to bear it, I ran away one mourn- 
© ing early when I was ſent out on an 
© errand; and, far from returning to the 


— 


city. Though I was ſcarce yet nine 
years old, I felt a ſenſible pleaſure in 
© being free, and maſter of my own- 
© actions, I was without money, and 
without food; but what did that ſig- 
* nity? 1 had no leſſons to ſtudy, nor 
themes to compoſe. After having 
* walked about two hours, my little legs 
began to refuſe their ſervice: I had 
© never before made ſuch a long jour-- 
* ney: and 1 found myſelf obliged to. 
halt, and give them ſome reſt. I fat. 
© down under a tree by the lide of the 
© road; and there, for my amuſement, 
took my rudiments out of my pocket, 
and read it in ſport ; then remember- 
ing the ſtripes and floggings which it. 
„had made me receive, I tore out the 
leaves, ſaying in great wrath, „ Ah, 
dog of a book thou ſhalt never make 
me ſhed tears again.” While I thus 
* glutted my revenge, ſtrewing the. 
ground about me with declenſons. 
and maine a hermit paſſed by, 
© with a white beard, large ſpectales, 
© and a venerable air. He came up to 
me, and we examined each other with. 
great eagerneſs, „My little gentle. 
© man,” faid he (ſmiling, “we ſeem to 
* look at one another with great at- 
„ tention ; I believe it would not be a 
© bad ſchene tor us to live together in 
„ the hermitage, whi is not two hun- 
« dred yards from hence, — “ I am 
«© your humble ſervant!” anſwered I 
© haſtily ; “ have no ambition to be an 
© hernut.” The good old man laugh, 
*ed at this reply; and embracing me, 
* faid,' „Don't be frightened at my 
„ dreſs, my fon; though it is not agree- 
© able, it is uſeful; it makes me lord 
«of a charming retieat, and of the 
„neighbouring villages; the inhabi. 
„% tants of which love, or rather idolize 
„me. Come along with me,” added 
© he, and I will give you a jacket like 
„this that I wear. If you chuſe it, you 
„ ſhall ſhare with me the ſweeis of m 
6 retired life; and if you don't like it 
© upon trial, you ſhall not only be at 
© liberty to leave me, but you may be 
« alſo alſured, that 1 will not fail of 
„giving you a gratification at parting." 
© 1 ſuffered mylſclt to be per fuaded, and 
© followed the old herwit, who aſked 
« me ſeveral queſtions; 10 which 1 aus 
ſwered wich an ingenuity which I have 
not always preſerved in the ſequel. 
When we came to the hermitape, he 


© hoſpital, quitted Toledo by the fub- 
© urbs that lie on the Seville ſide of the 


* * Orphans, or rather boys. 


« preſented to me ſome fruit, which T 
« devoured, having eaten nothing the 


O0 2 © whole 
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* whole day but a morſel of dry bread, 
* on which I had breakfaſted in the 
* morning at the hoſpital. The an- 
* chorite, ſeeing me make ſuch good 
_ © uſe of my jaws, ſaid, “Courage, my 
« child ; don't ſpare the fruit; I have 
% ample proviſion of it, thank God, and 
6 J did not bring thee hither to let thee 
e ſtarve.” This was indeed very true; 
« for in leſs than an hour after our ar- 
« rival, he lighted a fire, ſpitted a leg 
of mutton ; and, while I turned the 
© ſpit, covered a ſmall table with a very 
« dirty napkin ; upon which he laid two 
« plates, one for himſelf, and the other 
© for me. 

When the mutton was ready, he 
© took it off the ſpit, and cut ſome ſlices 
* for our ſupper, which was not a dry 
* meal; for we drank excellent wine, of 
© which alſo he had got ſtore. Well, 
* my chicken,“ ſaid he, when we had 
© done eating, art thou ſatisfied with 
% my ordinary? This is the manner in 
« which thou ſhalt be treated every 
« day, if thou liveſt with me. Beſides, 
thou ſhalt do what thou pleaſeſt in this 
4 hermitage. All that 1 exact of thee 
«« js, to 2 me when I go a 
« begging through the neighbouring 
% yillages, and lead an aſs with two 
« panniers, which the charitable pea- 
« ſants uſually fill with eggs, bread, 
«« fleſh, and fiſh. This is all I require 
«« of thee.” —** I will do every —_ 
«« you deſire,“ I replied, “provide 
you don't oblige me to learn Latin.“ 
* Brother Chryſoſtom, (that was the 
* old hermit's name) could not help 
laughing at my ſimplicity; and aſſured 
« me anew, that he did not intend to 
force my inclination. 

« We went a begging the very next 
« day with the aſs, which I led by the 
* halter, and reaped a plentiful harveſt; 
every peaſant being glad of an oppor- 
«* tunity to put ſomething in our pan- 
« njers : one threw in a whole loaf; an- 
other, a large piece of bacon ; a third, 


« a partridge; in ſhort, we brought 


home victuals enough for eight days; 
« a circumſtance that denotes the great 
* frien-iſhip and eſteem that the coun- 
try people had for the hermit. It is 
© true, he was of great uſe to them, in 
giving them his advice when they 
* came to conſult him, in re-eſtabliſhing 
peace in families where diſcord reign - 
s ed, in marrying their daughters, in 
« furniſhing them with remedies for a 
s thouſand ſorts of diſeaſes, and in teach- 
« ing prayers proper for barren women 
s who wiſhed to have children, 
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| By what I have ſaid, you ſee that. 
was well fed in my hermitage; I 
* was as well accommodated in point 
© of ſleeping: ſtretched upon good freſh 
© ſtraw, with a cuſhion of coarſe cloth 
* under my head, and a covering of 
* the ſame ſtuff over my body, 1 made 
© but one nap, which laſted all night 
* long. Brother Chryſoſtom, who had 
* promiſed to give me a hermit's garb, 
* made one for me from an old robe 
* that he uſed to wear, and called me 
© little Brother Scipio. As ſoon as I 
p —_— in the villages, in that re- 
* gular habit, I was thought ſo hand- 
* ſome, that the aſs was better loaded 
than formerly: the buſineſs was, who 
* ſhould give moſt to the little brother, 
* with whoſe figure they were ſo well 
© pleaſed. 

The eaſy idle life which I led with 
© the old hermit, could not be diſagree- 
able to a boy of my age: accordingly, 
© IT liked it ſo well, that I ſhould have 
continued there ſtill, if the Fates had 
* not ſpun for me days of a very dif- 
* ferent kind; but the deſtiny which I 
was bound to fulfil, ſoon detached me 

from idleneſs, and made me quit Bro- 
* ther Chryſoſtom, as you ſhall hear. I 
frequently perceived the old man at 
* work upon the cuſhion that ſerved him 
* for a pillow ; he did nothing but ſew 
and unſew it; and I obſerved, one 
* day, that he put money into it. This 
« remark was attended by a curioſity 
* which I propoſed to gratify the very 
* firſt journey he ſhould take to Toledo, 
* whither he was wont to once a 
* week. I waited impatiently for the 
* day, without 3 as yet any other 
* deſign than that of ſatisfying my curi- 
* ofity. At length the old man ſet out, 
* and I ripped up his pillow, where I 
* found among the wool with which it 
* was filled, the value of about fifty 
* crowns in different ſorts of coin. 

* This treaſure, in all probability, 
* was the gratitude of the country peo- 
ple, whom the hermit had cured by his 
« remedies, and of the women who had 
© been bleſſed with children, by virtue 
* of his prayers. Be this as it will, 1 
* no ſooner ſaw that it was money which 
*I could appropriate to myſelf with 
* impunity, than my Egyptian diſpoſi- 
tion prevailed. 1 was ſeized with a 
* defire of ſtealing it, which can be at- 
© tributed to nothing but the force of 
that blood which Girculated in my 
© veins. I yielded to the temptation 
without reſiſtance, ſecured the money 


in a kind of bag where we kept our 
* combs 
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« combs and night - caps; then quitting 
« my hermit's habit, and reſuming that 
ot an orphan, I ran away from the 
* hermitage, believing that I carried 
off in my bag the whole riches of the 
Indies. | ; 

ou have heard my beginning, 
continued Scipio; * and I don't doubt 
that you expect a train of facts of the 
© ſame nature: your expectation will 
not be 1 ; I have many other 
© ſuch exploits to recount before I come 
to my laudable actions; but I will 
* come to them at laſt; and you will ſee, 
« by my narration, that a rogue may 
very well turn an honeſt ma 

- Child as I was, I was not fo enough 
© to return to Toledo; that would have 
© been expoſing me to the chance of 
* meetin 
would have made me reſtore my trea- 
© ſure in a very diſagreeable manner: I 
followed another road, which con- 
* ducted me to the village of Galves, 
* where I ſtopped at an inn, the land- 
* lady of which was a widow of forty, 
© who had all the qualities requiſite for 
turning the penny. This woman no 
* ſooner caſt her eyes upon me, than 
«* judging, by my dreſs, that I was a fu- 
* gitive from the Orphan Hoſpital, ſhe 
© aſked who I was, and whither I went. 
© I anſwered, that having loſt both fa- 
© ther and mother, I wanted to go to 
« ſervice. ** Child,” ſaid ſhe, “ canſt 
« thou read?“ I aſſured her that I both 
© read and wrote to admiration. In- 
© deed, I could form my letters, and 
© join them in ſuch a manner as ſome- 
© what reſembled writing; and Sat is 
© enough for the occaſions of a village- 
© tavern. 1 take thee into my ſer- 
„vice,“ ſaid the landlady ; ** thou ſhalt 
« not be altogether uſeleſs, but ſhalt 
keep an account of a-l my debts act- 
« jive and paſſive. I will give thee no 
« wages,” added ſhe; “ becauſe the 
« good company that come here, ne- 
« yer forget the ſervants; ſo that thou 
% mayeſt depend upon receiving good 
„ perquilites.”” 

IJ accepted the propoſal, reſerving 
to myſelf, as you may well believe, 
* the right of changing the air, as ſoon 
as my ſtay at Galves ſhould become 
* diſagreeable. When I found myſelf 
engaged in the ſervice of this inn; 1 
© became very uneaſy in my mind: 1 
did not deſire to be thought a monied- 
* man; and was very anxious to know 
* where 1 ſhould conceal my hoard, fo 
* that it ſhould be ſecure from every 
* ſtranger's hand. I did not as yet know 


Brother Chryſoſtom, who. 


the houſe well enough to truſt to thoſe 
places which ſeemed moſt proper to 
* ſecure it, With what perplexity are 
© riches attended | I determined, how. 
* ever, to put my bag in a corner of 
* our corn-loft where there was ſtraw ; 
and believing it more ſafe there than 
© in any other place, made myſelf as eafy 
© as poſſible. There were three ſervants 
in this houſe; a fat hoſtler, a young 
maid of Galicia, and myſelf : each of 
us drew as much as we could from the 
* travellers that halted, whether they 
came on horſe-back or a- foot. I com- 
* monly caught ſome halfpence of theſe 
. © gentlemen when I brought in the bill: 
they gave ſomething alſo to the hoſt. 
* ler, for taking care of their bealts; 
* but as for the Galician, who was the 
© idol of all the carriers that paſſed, ſhe 
© got as many crowns as we did far. 
things. Every penny that I received, 
I carried to increaſe my treaſure in 
the corn-loft; and the more I ſaw my 
© wealth increaſe, the more did 1 feel 
my little heart attached to it: I ſome- 
times kiſſed the ſpecie, and contem- 
« plated the different pieces with a de- 
* gree of rapture which none but miſers 
© can Conceive. 

* This affection for my treaſure oblig- 
ed me to go and vilit it thirty times a 
day: I frequently met the landlady 
* upon the ſtair; and ſhe being natu- 
rally diſtruſt ful, was curious, one day 
© to know what it was that could brin 
© me every moment to the corn-loft. 
+ Thither therefore ſhe went, and ſearch- 
© ed every corner, imagining that I, 
perhaps, concealed in that place ſome 
things which I had ſtole in the houſe, 
She did not forget to remove the 
© (aw that covered my bag, which have 
ing found, ſhe opened it; and ſeeing 
© crowns and piſtoles appear, believed 
dor pretended to believe, that 1 had 
© ſtole them from her. She ſeized the 
* ſum total accordingly : then, calling 
© me little wretch, and little raſcal, or- 
© dered the hoſtler, who was entirely 
devoted to her will, to give me fifty 
good laſhes, which, when I had re- 
* ceived, ſhe turned me ont of doors, 
« ſaying, that ſhe would ſuffer no knave 
© to live in her honſe, In vain did I 
© proteſt that I had not robbed the land- 
lady: ſhe maintained the contrary; 
and of courſe her word was beliey- 
ed rather than mine. Thus Brother 
« Chryſoſtom's money patſed from one 
© thief to another. | 

© I lamented the loſs of my money as 


— 


| 


2 man mourns the death of an only 
| * child; 
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« child; and though my tears did not 
« retrieve what I had loſt, at leaſt they 
«© excited the compaſſion of ſome peo- 
© ple who ſaw them thed ; and, among 
others, of the Curate of Galves, who 
* was paſling by chance. He ſeemed 
* moved at-my melancholy condition, 
« and carried me along with him to the 


« parſonage; where, in order to gain 


my conlidence, or rather to pump 
« me, he began by pitying my ſituation. 
% How much,” ſaid he, “does this poor 
«« child deſerve compaſſion! It is not 
«© ſurpriſing if, abandoned to himſelf in 
« ſuch a tender age, he has committed 
« a bad action. Moſt men find it diffi- 
« cult to live honeſt through the whole 
« courle of their lives.“ 1 hen addreſs- 
© ing himſelf to me, My fon,” added 
« he, from what part of Spain do you 
« come, and who are yuur parents ? 
« you ſeem to be of a' good family. 
6 Tell me ingenuouſly, and be aſſured 
«« that Iwill not abandon you.” 

© The curate, by this politick and cha- 
© ritable diſcourle, engaged me inſenti . 
« bly to diſcover all my aſtairs with great 
« finacerity. 1 made a general confeſ- 
« jon. After which he ſaid, ** Friend, 
« though it does not become hermits 
« to hoard up money, that does not lel- 
« ſen your crime; in robbing Brother 
« Chryſoſtom, you have tranſgrefſed 
« that article of the decalogue which 
«« forbids theft: but I'll oblige the land- 
© lady to reſtore the money, which | 
4 will ſend to the hermit; ſo that your 
% conſcience may be eaſy on that ſcore.” 
But this, I ſwear, was the leaſt of my 
t uneaſinels. The curate who had a de. 
© fign of his own, did not ſtop there: 
« My child,” ſaid he, “I intereſt ny. 
« ſe}t in your behalf, and will procure 
« a good place for you, 1 will to- 
% morrow ſend you by a carrier to my 
« nephew, who is a canon of the cathe. 
« dral of Toledo; he will not refuſe, 
«© at my requeſt, to receive you into 
% the nuwber of his lacquies, who live 
„ plentifully, Ike ſo mavy incumbents, 


« on the revenue of his prebend : you 


„will be perfectly well ſatisfied, 1 can 
« aſſure you.” | 

« I was ſo much conſoled by this 
«© afſurance, that I no longer thought 
* of the bag nor the ſtripes which 1 
© had received, my mind being wholly 
« poſſeſſed with the pleaſure of living 
© like an incumbent. Next day, while 
« ] was at breakfaſt, a carrier came to 
the parſonage, according to the cu- 
1 xate*s orders, with two mules bridled 
and ſaduled. I was helped up on the 


i 


| 


- 


f 


c 
* one, the carrier mounted on the other, 
* and we ſet out for Toledo. My fel. 
* low-traveller was a fellow of humour, 
* who liked nothing better than to make 
* himſelf merry at another's expence. 
** My little junior,“ ſaid he, “ you 
* have à good friend in the Curate of 
*« Galves; he could not give you a bet- 
** ter proof of his affection than that of 
*© recommending you to the ſervice of 
* his nephew the canon, whom 1 have 
* the honour to know, and who is, 
„ without contradiction, the pearl of 
the whole chapter. He is none of 
'* thoſe devotees whcle pale and meagre 
„faces preach up mortification. He 
* has a capacious countenance, a roſy 
„ complexion, a merry look, is a jovial 
* foul who enjuys the preſent hour, 
and in particular loves good cheer. 
«© You will live in his houſe like a 
„prince.“ | 

* The rogue of a carrier, perceiving 
* that I liſtened with great ſatisfaCtion, 
continued to extol the happineſs I 
* ſhould enjoy in the canon's ſervice ; 
* and did not leave off ſpeaking until 
Me arrived at the village of Obiſa, 
* where we ſtopped a little to bait our 
* mules. The carrier, while he walked 
* about in the ing, let fall by accident, 
© ont of his pocket, a paper which J was 
* cunning enough tu pick up without 
being obſerved, and which I found 
* means to read while he was in the 
* {table. It was a letter directed to the 
© prielts of the Orphan Hoſpital, and 
* conceived in theſe terms, 


« GENTLEMEN, 


thought 1 was bound in charity 
„ to ſend back to you a little knave, 
„ho is a runaway from your hoſpital. 
He does not ſeem to want capacity, 
© but deſerves to be carefully mewed 
* up; and I hope that, by proper cor- 
« rection, he will in time do well. 
„That God may preſerve your pious 
and charitable worlhips, is the prayer 
£6 of 
% The CurarTE of GaLves.” 


© When I had read this letter, which 
© informed me of the curate's good in- 
« tention, I did not long heſitate. To 
© leave the inn, and gain the banks of 
© the Tagns, which was more than a 
league from thence, was the work of 
* a moment. Fear lent me wings to fl) 
© from the prieſts of the Orphan Hoſ- 
* piral, to whom I would by no means 


| * return, ſo much was 1 diſguſted with 


1 © their 


2 % 
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their manner of teaching the Latin 
tongue. I entered Toledo as gayly 
© as if 1 had known where to board. 
True, it is a city of benediction, in 
* which a man of genius, reduced to the 
* neceſſity of living at his neighbour's 
* expence, cannot dic of hunger. Scarce 
* had 1 arrrived in the market-place, 
© when a well-dreſſed cavalier, whom ! 
* paſſed, laid hold of my arm, and ſaid, 
1% Hark'e, my boy, will you ſerve me? 
© I ſhonld be glad to have ſuch a lac- 
« quey as you.” — And 1 ſhould be 
« glad,“ anſwered I. to have ſuch a 
% maſter as you,” ——** If that be the 
© caſe,” he reſumed, thou art mine 
« from this moment. Follow me.” 
© This I did, without making any far- 
© ther reply. | | 

* This cavalier, who might be about 


© thirty years of age, and was called | 


Don Abel, lodged in a houſe where 
© he poſſeſſed a very handſome apart- 
© ment. He was by profeſſion a game- 
© ſter, and we lived together in this 
© manner: in the morning, I cut as 
* much tobacco for him as would fill 
© five or ſix pipes, bruſhed his clothes, 
© and went for the harber to ſhave him 
and dreſs his whiſkers. After which 
© he went out, and made a tour among 
the tennis-courts, from whence he re- 
turned about eleven or twelve o'clock 
* at night, But each morning before 
© he went out, he gave me three royals 
for my day's expence, leaving me at 
© liberty to do what I pleaſed until ten 
© o'clock at night. He was very well 
« ſatisfied with me, provided he found 
* me at home when he returned. He 
ordered a doublet and hoſe of livery 
to be made for me, ſo that 1 looked 
© like the page of a lady of the town, 1 
$ was very well ſatisfied with my place, 
© and certainly I could not have tound 
© one more agreeable to my humour. 

* I had led this happy life almoſt a 
* whole month, when my maſter aſked 
* if I was pleaſed with his behaviour, 
© | anſwered, that I could not be more 
* ſo. Well then,“ he reſumed, „we 
© ſhall ſet out to-morrow for Seville, 
« whither my affairs call me. Thou 
„% wilt not be ſorry to ſee that capital 
« of Andaluſia : 


« He that hath not Seville Teen, 
« (ſaith the proverb) 


© Is no traveller, I een.“ 
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thing to make you mind your buli- 


| * toeat? are you ſuch a beaſt as to be 


I aſſured him, that I was ready to 
follow him whitherloever he thould 


— 


* £0. That very day, the Seville cat- 
© rier came to his lodging, to fetch a 
© large coffer that contained all his 
* moveables ; and in the morning we 
« fet out for Andaluſia. | 
« Signior Don Abel was ſo lucky at 
c play, that he never loſt, except when 
* he choſe to loſe. This talent often 
* obliged him to change his place of ha- 
© hitation, that he might avoid the re- 
© ſentment of dupes; and this was the 
* cauſe of our preſent journey. Being 
* arrived at Seville, we took lodgings 
near the gate of Cordova, and began to 
* hive as we had lived at Toledo : but my 
© maſter found a difference between 
* theſe two cities, In the tennis-courts 
* of Seville he met with gameſters who 
a played as ſncceſsfully as he; fo that 
* he came home ſometimes very much 
© out of humour. One morning, bein 
* chagrined at the loſs of one hangs 
* piſtoles, which he ventured the pre- 
* ceding day, he aſked why I had not 
* carried his dirty linen to a woman 
* whom he employed ro waſh and per- 
* fume it. I anfwered, that I had for- 
* got. Upon which, falling into a paſ- 
* ton, he gave me half a dozen boxes 
* on the face, ſo rudely, that he made 
me (ee more candles than ever burnt 
in Solomon's temple. “ There, lirfle 
„ wretch,”” ſaid he; “ there is ſome» 


„ neſs. Muſt 1 be always at your tail, 
* to tell you what you have to do? why 
are you not as ready to work as 


„ incapable of anticipating my orders 
* 4nd occaſions!” So ſaying, he went 
* ont of his apartment, leaving me very 
* much mortifted at the blows I had re- 
* ceived for ſuch a (light fault. I don't 
* know what adventure happened to him 
* ſoon after in the tennis-court, but one 
evening he came home very much 
© heated, and ſaid, “ Scipio, 1 am re- 
„ ſolved to go to Italy, and muſt em- 
* bark the day after to- morrow, in 2 
© ſhip bound for Genoa. I have my 
* own reaſons for making that voyage: 
©« wilt thou not accompany me, and. 
© lay hold of ſuch a fair occaſion to 
«(re the moſt delightful country in 
« the world?” 1 faid 1 would; but at 
tha ſame time purpoſed to ms «pg 
© juſt when he intended to embark. | 
thought 1 would revenge myſelf of 
© him in this manner; and was ve 
© well pleaſed with the ſcheme, whic 
TY could got help impurting to a pro- 
© fefſed bravo whom | met in the ſtreet: 
for ſince my arrival at Seville, I had 
| contracted 


g 
| 
} 
| 


© contrafted ſome bad acquaintances, 
© and this in particular. 1 told him in 
© what manner and for what I had been 
* buffeted, then communicated my de- 
s ſign of leaving Don Abel when he 
© ſhould be juſt ready to go on board, 
and aſked his opinion of my reſolu- 
tion. : 

© The bravo frowned while he liſten- 
« ened to me, and twirled the curls of 
«his muſtachio; then, blaming my 
© maſter with an air of gravity, ** Little 


n gentleman,” ſaid he, „you are diſ- 
„ honoured for ever, if you reſtrict 
„% yourſelf to that frivolous revenge 
d which you have hatched. 
, enough to let Don Abel depart by 
«himſelf ; that would not be 
d ment ſufficient. 
,« muſt be pro 


It is not 


uniſh- 
The chaſtiſement 
| rtioned to the injury. 
« Let us therefore carry off his goods 


„„ and money, which we will ſhare like 


« prothers after he is gone. Although 
« I was naturally inclined to wet; l 
* was frightened at the propoſal of ſuch 
* an important robbery. Nevertheleſs, 
« the arch rogue who made it, did not 
* fail to * me to it; and you ſhall 
£ hear. the ſucceſs of our enterprize. 
The bravo, who was a big ſtrong tel- 
low, came to our lodging next day in 
the twilight, when 1 ſhewed him the 
* coffer in which my maſter had already 
« ſecured his effects, and afked if he 
could carry ſuch a weight. Such a 
weight!“ ſaid he; “ know, that when 
* the buſineſs is to carry off the goods 
* of another, I can lift Noah's ark.“ So 
* faying, he flung the coftter on his 
© ſhoulders with eaſe, and went down 
* ſtairs with it upon tip-toes. 1 follow- 
ed him with ſome caution, and we were 
« juſt going out at the ſtreet-door when 
Don Abel, brought thither ſo ſeaſon- 
* ably by his good genius, appeared all 
of a ſudden. _ 

Where art thou going with the cof- 
« fer?” ſaid he. I was ſo confounded, 
that I ſtood ſilent; and the bravo, 
« {eeing the affair miſgive, threw down 
© his load, and betoek himſelt to flight, 
*in order to avoid explanations. 
« Where art thou going with the cof- 
« fer?” ſaid my maſter a ſecond time. 
« Sir,“ anſwered I, more dead than 
* alive, ** I am going to carry it on 
board the ſnip in which you are to em- 


© bark'to-morrow for Italy.” —4 Ha!” | 


he replied, doſt thou know in what 
« ſhig 1 intend to fail ?*'—** No, Sir,“ 
* ſaid 2; „but I have a tongue in my 
„ head; and I ſhould have enquired at 


a 
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« the harbour, where ſomebody would 
© have certainly told me.“ At this my 
© anſwer, which he ſuſpected, he darted 
© ſuch a furious look at me, that I was 
afraid of a ſecond beating. Who 
ordered you,“ cried he, to bring 
& my coffer out of the houſe ?”—* You 
* yourſelf,” faid I. © Don't you re- 
** member how you upbraided me ſome 
© days ago? Did not you ſay, while 
% you beat me, that you expected I 
„% would prevent your orders, and do 
„hat was proper for your ſervice of 
* my own accord? Now it was in con- 
« ſequence of this direction that I em- 
« ployed one to carry your coffer to 
« the ſhip.” The gameſter obſerving 
© that I was more miſchievous than be 
© imagined, diſmiſſed me immediately; 
* ſaying, with an air of indifference, 
« Go, Mr. Scipio; and Heaven be 
your guide. I don't chuſe*to play 
„with people that have ſometimes a 
„ card too many, ſometimes one too 
* few. Get out of my ſight,” added 
© he, in another tone, leſt I make you 
© ſing without your gamut.” I ſaved 
him the trouble of repeating his com- 
mand, and got off in a twinkling ; be- 
ing woundily afraid that he would 
© {trip me of my clothes, which how- 
©ever he luckily ſpared. I walked 
© along the ſtreet, conſidering where I 
© could lie, with my two royals, which 
© conſtituted my whole ſtock. I arrived 
© at the gate of the archbiſhop's palace; 
© and, as his grace's ſupper was then 
«© dreſſing, an agreeable ſavour iſſued 
© from the kitchen, and diffuſed itſelf a 
© whole league around.“ Zooks!“ 
* faid 1 to myſelf, «* I ſhould like to 
« diſpatch one of thoſe ragouts which 
« falute my noſe, I ſhould even be 
„ contented with an opportunity ot 
«« dipping my four fingers and thumb 
«in it, What, can't I fall upon ſome 
e method of taſting thoſe dainties that 
| * ſmell ſo agreeably l the thing does not 
« ſeem impoſſible.” 1 whetted my ima- 
* gination accordingly; and, by dint 
© of muſing, hatched a trick, which J 
immediately put in practice, and which 
ſucceeded to my wiſh. I entered the 
court of the palace, and running to- 
* wards the kitchen, cried as loud as I 
could, “ Help! help!” as if I had 

© been pyriued by ſome aſſaſſin, 
At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego, 
iſhop's cook, with two or 


© the arc 
three ſcullions, came running out to 
* know the cauſe; and, ſeeing nobody 
© but me, aſked why I made ſuch a 


by noiſe, 


© noiſe. 
© ing to be frightened almoſt out of my 
« wits, © for the love of St. Polycarp | 
<« pray, fave me from the fury ofa bravo 
« that wants to kill me!“ Where is 
*« this bravo?” cried Diego; © you are 
« quite alone, without ſo much as a cat 
« at your heels. Go, my child, lay 
« aſide your fear. It was probably 
« ſomebody that wanted to-terrify you 
« for his diverſion.” —* No, no,” ſaid 
] to the cook, he is a big ill-lookin 
« fellow, who intends to ſtrip me, — 
© waits hard by in the ſtreet to catch 
«me as 1 go out.”—* He ſhall wait a 
« long time then,” hereplied : © for you 
« ſhall ſtay here till to-morrow, and want 
© for neither ſupper nor bed.“ 

© I was tranſported with joy when I 
© heard theſe words; and it was a ra- 
« viſhing ſight to me, when, being con- 
« ducted into the kitchen by Mr. Diego, 
] beheld the preparation for his grace's 
« ſupper. I reckoned fifteen perſons at 
© work, but I could not number the 
« diſhes that I ſaw, ſo careful Providence 
had been in behalf of the archbiſhop. 
© It was then that, fealting upon the 
© ſteams of the ragouts which I had 
only ſmelled afar off before, I became 
* acquainted with ſenſuality. I had the 
© honour to ſup and fleep with the ſcul- 
© lions, whoſe friendſhip I gained to that 
degree, that, next Gays when I went 
© to thank Mr. Diego for the aſylum he 
© had ſo generouſly afforded, he ſaid, 
« ur kitchen lads tell me, they would 
«© be glad to have you for a comrade, 
« they like your humour ſo well; would 
« you chuſe to be their companion ?” I 
« anſwered, that it I enjoyed that piece 
of good fortune, I thould think my- 
« felt perfectly happy. If that be the 
« caſe, my friend, ſaid he, “ look 
% upon yourſelf from this moment as 
«© an officer of the palace.” So ſaying, 
© he went and preſented me to the 
* major-domo, who on account of my 
* ſprightly look, judged me worthy to- 
be received among the turnſpits. 

© I was no ſooner in poſſeſſion of this 
* honourable employment, than Mr. 
Diego, according to the cuſtom of 


OY 
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« Ah, Sir!” ſaid I, pretend- | * ful to her cook; who not only fur- 


| 


| 


— 


bed me with a ſaſh of 


© niſhed her with victuals, bread, ſugar, 
and oil; but alſo provided her in good 
0 er all at the expence of the arch · 
I was effectually improved in the 

© palace of his grace, where I played a 

pa - played 

very pleaſant prank, which is ſtill 
© ſpoken of at Seville. The pages and 

© ſome other domeſticks, in order to 


| © celebrate their maſter's birth day, took 


© it. in their heads to repreſent a comedy. 
© They choſe that of the Benavides ;* and. 
as they had occaſion for a boy of my 
© age, to play the part of the young 
King of Leon, they caſt their eyes upon 
me. The major-domo, who piqued 
* himſelf upon his talent of declama- 
© tion, undertook to inſtruct me; and, 
© after he had given me a few leſſons, 
* aſſured them, that I would not be the 
* worſt actor in the play. As our maſ- 
* ter was at the expence of the enter- 
* tainment, no coſt was ſpared to render 
* it magnificent. A theatre was built 
ia the largeſt hall in the palace, and 


decorated with great taſte. There was 


* a bed of turf made in the back ſcene, 
* on which I was to appear aſleep, and 
* the Moors fall upon me to make me 
* priſoner. When the actors were per- 
* fect in their parts, the archbiſhop fixed 
* the day for the repreſentation, and did 
* not fail to invite the moſt conkderable 
* uoblemen and ladies of the city 0 
© come and ſee it, The day being come, 
each actor was buſied with his dreſs. 


As for mine, it was brought to me by 


* a taylor, accompanied by our major- 
* domo; who, having been at the trou- 
© ble of teaching me my part, was alſo 
© pleaſed to ſuperintend my dreſs.. The 
taylor cloathed me with a rich velvet 
© robe, trimmed with gold lace and but- 
tons, and hanging ſleeves adorned 
© with fringe of the ſame metal; and the 
* major-domo himſelf placed upon 

* head a crown of paper, powdered wi 
a 83 fine — 8, — 
© with falſe ſtones. Beſides, they gi 
pink-coloured 
* filk, wrought with (ilk flowers; and 
* every thing they ſaid to me ſeemed to 


© cooks in great families, who private] 

« ſend victuals ta their miſtreſſes, choſe 
me to carry to à certain lady in the 
© neighbourhood ſometimes loins of veal, 
and ſometimes fowls or veniſon. This 
good lady was a widow ſcarce turned 
of thirty, very handſome, very ſmart, 
* and, to all appearance, not over faith- 
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* A noble family in Spain, deſcended from Alooſs, the ninth King of Cftle, , 


© lead me wings to run away with the 
© plunder. At length, the play begun 
about twilight. I opened the ſcenes 
© by- pronouncing ſome verſes, . import» 
* ing, that, being unable to keep myſelf 
© awake, I was going to abandon myſelf to 
© lumber; at the ſame time I withdrew; 
© and lay down on the bed of turf which 


P * had 


* 
. 
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© had been prepared for me; but, inſtead | ** allow that nothing can be more mag- | 
of falling aſleep, I began to conſider | “ nificent: obſerve the beauty of that | 
* how I could get into the ſtreet, and] Genoa velvet, and the richneſs of the 
* eſcape with my royal robes. A little f trimming.” —< I am quite charmed 
private ſtair, that led down under the | © with it,” replied the broker, after he 

theatre into the hall, ſeemed proper | © had viewed it attentively ; “ nothing 

for the execution of my deſign. I ac- | © can be finer.”—*<© And what do you . 
®*cordingly got up nimbly, and ſeeing f“ think of the pearls of this crown?“ 
that nobody took notice of me, ſlipped | © reſumed- my Heng „If they were 
- © down that ſtair, which conducted me | © more round,“ ſaid Ybagnez, “they 

into the hall, the door of which. I | © would be incſtimable : however, ſuch 
© gained, crying, “ Room, room! Iam | © as they are, I think them very pretty, 

_ - © going to change my dreſs.” Every | © and like them as well as the reſt of the 

bone made way for me; ſo that, in leſs | * dreſs. I ſincerely ohn it,“ continued 
than two minutes, I got out of the pa- | he, “another rogue of a broker in 


© lace with impunity, and, by favour of 
the night, repaired to the houſe of a 
bravo of my acquaintance. 

he was perfectly aſtoniſhed to ſee 
me in that garb; and, when I impart- 
*« edthe affair, he laughed until he was 
© ready to burſt; then embracing me 


© my place would pretend to deſpiſe 
* the merchandize, that he might have 
it cheap, aud would not be aſhamed 
% of offering twenty piſtoles for it; but 
I, who have ſome conſcience, will give 


- 66 forty." 


© If Ybagnez had ſaid a hundred, he 


with ſo much the more joy as he flat- 
:$ tered himſelf with the hopes of ſharing 
- © the ſpoils of the King of Leon, he 
«© congratulated me on having performed 
*-ſach a fine ſtroke; and told me, that, if 
©] went on at that rate, my genius would 
- © one day make a great noiſe in the 
4 world. After we had ſufficiently made 
- © ourſelves merry, What ſhall we do 
s with this rich dreſs?” ſaid I to the 
© bravo; who anſwered, „Give your- 
« ſelf no trouble on that ſcore. I know 
% an 'honeſt broker, who, without ex- 


© would not then have been a juſt ap- 
praiſer; ſince the pearls alone were 
© well worth two hundred crowns. The 
bravo, who had a fellow-feeling with 
© him, ſaid to me, “ You fee how 
© fortunate you are in falling into the 
„hands of an honeſt man. Signior 
©« Ybagnez prizes every thing as if he 
„% was upon his death-bed.“—“ That's 
© true,” ſaid the broker; “ and there- 
« fore I never riſe or fall a farthing in 
©« my price. Well,” added he, “ is it 
% bargain? Shall I count out the 


« preſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys every 
« thing that is brought to him, provided 
« he likes the bargain; to-morrow 
-«« morning I will go and bring him 
« hither.” In effect, the bravo went 
« out next day early, leaving me a-bed 
in his room, and in two hours return- 
« ed with the broker, who carried a 
yellow bag under his arm. Friend,” 
© ſaid he to me, „this is Signior Y bag- 
«© nez de Segovia, who in ſpite of the 
'« bad example ſhewn by his brethren 
«© of the trade, deals with the moſt 
« ſcrupulous integrity. He will tell 
« you to a farthing the value of this 
% dreſs that you want to part with, and 
« — depend upon his eſtimation,” 
10 

« muſt be a wretch indeed, if I prized a 
de thing under the true value. That 
6 is a crime with which I was never 
«taxed, thank God; and no man ſhall 
«ever lay it to the charge of Ybagnez 
«& de Segovia. Let us fee the goods 
«you want to fell, and I will con- 
©©:{cjientioufly tell you what they are 
« worth.” —<© Here they are,” ſaid the 


* bravo, thewing them; and you muſt | 


es, certainly,“ ſaid the broker. 


„ money to you?“ —“ Stay,“ replied 
© the bravo; „ my friend muſt try on 
« this ſuit of clothes, which I defired 
you to bring him. I am miſtaken if 
« they won't fit him exactly.“ Then 
© the broker, untying his bundle, ſhew- 
© ed me a doublet and hoſe, of a very 
good darik-coloured cloth, with filver 
© buttons; the whole ſeemingly hatt 
* worn. I got up to try this dreſs; 
* which, though both too, long and too 
© wide, appeared to thoſe gentlemen to 
© have been made on purpoſe for me. 
© Ybagnez rated it at ten piſtoles; and, 
© as he never abated one farthing of 
© what he aſked, we were obliged to 
*comply with his valuation. Sohe took 
* thirty piſtoles out of his purſe, and 
© ſpread them upon the table; after 
* which-he made another bundle of my 
* crown and royal robes, which he car- 
© ried off accordingly. 
© When he was gone, the bravo ſaid, 
« | am very well ſatisfied with this bro- 
« ker.” And good reaſon he had to 
© be ſo; for, I am ſure, he gave him one 
© hundred piſtoles, at leaſt, by way of 
* gratification. But he was not con- 
. tented 
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« tented with that ſum: he took, with- / 
© out ceremory, the half of the money 


4. 8 


—— 


« As for my part, I paid ſo little at- 
© tention to the diſcourſe of this origi- 


« that lay. on the table, leaving the. 
„other half to me, and ſaying, ** M 
« dear Scipio, with theſe fifteen ary 
© toles that remain, I adviſe you to 
© quit, this, city forthwith ; for you 
© may be aſſured that the archbiſhop 
« will, give orders to ſearch for you 
te eygry where, I ſhould be extremely 
« mortified if, after having ſignalized 
« yourſelf by an action which will do 
* honour to your hiſtory, you ſhould 
« fooliſhly, {uffer yourſelf to be ap- 
« prehended.“ I anſwered, that I was 
* fully reſolved to leave Seville; and, in 
effect, after having bought a hat and 
© ſome, ſhirts, 1 gained the vaſt and de- 
© lightful, plain that ſtretches, among 
© vines * olives, to the ancient city 
of Carmona, and three days after ar- 
* rived at Cordova.“ PEP 
© I lodged at an inn as you enter the 
t great ſquare where the merchants live; 
and gave myſelf out for the ſon of a 
* good family at Toledo, who trayelled 
, Q my pleaſure. I was well enough 
© cloathed to make people believe this 
© ſtory; and the landlord was finally 
convinced by the fight of ſome piſtoles, 
© which I let him ſee as it by chance, 
It is probable, indeed, that my tender 
t years made him believe I was ſome 
© little libertine who had run away from 
«© his parents, after having robbed them. 
« Be this at it will, he did not ſeem cu- 
© rious to know more than what I told 
4 him of the matter ; being, in all like- 
© lihood, afraid that his curioſity might 
make me change my lodging. For 


© 6x royals a-day I lived very well in 


© this inn, which was frequented by a 
good deal of company, there being 
at ſupper in the evening no leſs than 
© twelve peeple at one table. It was 
very diverting to fee every one eat- 
ing without ſpeaking a ſyllable, except 


© one man, who, talking inceſſantly, at 


© random, compenſated for the ſilence 


—_ 


nal, that I ſhould have riſen. from 
« ſupper without being able to give any 
© account of what he ſaid, had he not, 
found means to intereſt me in his con- 
verſation. Gentlemen,” ſaid he, 


towards the end of our meal, „I have 
« kept for the deſert a moſt diverting 
„ ſtory : an adventure that befel; a few 


«© days ago, at the palace of the Arch 
„ biſhop. of Seville. I had it from a2 
ce batchelor of my acquaintance, who. 
told me, that he was preſent when it 
© happened.” Theſe words diſcom- 
* poſed me a, good deal; I did not 
© doubt that it was my adventure which 
© he intended to recount ;- and I was 
© not miſtaken, , This perſon gave a 
„faithful detail of it, and even in- 
* formed me of what I did not know. 
« that is, what happened in the hall af- 
* ter my, depagture: and this, you. ſhall 
6 hear. lt net Wr 46 

« Scarce had I betook myſelf tofl ight, 
* when the Moors, ho, according to 
© the performance which was repreſent= 
©ed, were to carry me off; appeared 
* upon, the ſtage, with a defien of Tor. 
prizing me on the bed of turf, where 
* they thought I was aſleep; but when 
they went to ſeize the "614% of Leon, 
they were very much aſtoniſhed to 
find neither | king nor knave. The 
play was immediately interrupted: all 
the actors were perplexed; ſome call- 
*ed me, others ſearched for me; one 
* hallooed, and another curled me. The. 
© archbiſhop, perceiving the trouble and 
* confuſion, that reigned behind the 
* ſcenes, alked what was the matter. A 
page, who acted the Gracioſo of the 
* piece, hearing the prelate's voice, 
© came out, and ſaid to Bis grace, „My 


lord, you need not fear that the Moors 


« will take the King of Leon priſoner 
„he has eſcaped with his IE robèes. 
Heaven be praiſed!” cried, the 
* archbiſhop ; he was very much in 


of the reſt by his impertinent prat- | “ the right to fly from the enemies of 
© ing. He affected the wit, told ſtories, | #4 our religion, and eſcape the chains 
aud endeavoured, by quaint ſayings, | ** which they had prepared for, him. 


to entertain the company; who, from 


© time to time, laughed heartily, though 


not ſo much al the brightneſs of his ſal+ 
© lies as at his ridiculous behaviour. 


contains about ſourteen theuſand families, has an univerſity, end a good trade 
It lies ſeventy· ſour miles * Seville. 


* 
C 


„He has, doubtleſs, returned towards 
„Leon, the capital of his kingdom; 
* and I wiſh he may get bome withoyt 
% meeting with any bad accident. Let 


* Cordua, anciently Corduba, Colonia Patricia, a royal, large, and fine cit of Spain, the 
capital of a little kingdom of it's own name in Andalufia. It is fituated'on' the Guadalquiver, at 
the foot of a high mountain, a branch of the Sierra Morena : is is the ſee of a biſhop, wider 
the Archbiſhop of Toledo; the root of the cathedral is ſupported by three hundred and fixty-five 
- pillars of different ſpecies of marble, and was a Turkiſh moſque id the time of the Saratens, It 


Cordovyan leather. 


and 


4 no 


in wine, filk, 
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„no man go in purſuit of him, for 1 
« ſhould be ſorry if his majeſty received 
« any mortification from me.” 
« prelate, having ſpoke in this manner, 


ordered my part to be read, and A 


play to go on.“ 


8 CHAP. XI. 


0 S long as my money laſted, the 
c A bod treated me with great 


« reſpe&t; but no ſooner did he per- 
©ceive that my finances were exhauſted, 
than he looked cool upon me, picked 
* a quarre}, and one morning early de- 
fired me to leave his houſe, I quitted 
« it with difdain, and went into a church 
« belonging to the Dominicans, where, 
« while I heard maſs, an old mendicant 
«came, and aſked alms of me. I took 
two or three maravedis out of my 
pocket, and giving them to him ſaid, 
Friend, pray to God to ſend me ſome 
„ good place: if your prayer is heard, 
% you ſhall not repent of your devotion, 
« and may depend upon my grati- 
« tude.” 

At theſe words the beggar viewed 
© me very attentively, and anſwered 
e with a ſerious air, . What poſt would 


The 


« you have ?'—* 1 could with,” ſaid 


©], „ to be a lacquey in ſome good 
« family.” He then aſked if my oc- 
% cafions were preſſing. They can- 
« not be more fo,” I reſumed: © for, 
4 if I have not the good fortune of 
« being ſettled very ſoon, there js no 
„medium; I muſt either die of hunger, 
sor betake myſelf to your trade.” — 
If you are reduced to ſuch neceſſity,” 


_ © ſaid he, “ you, who are not at all 


«t calculated for our buſineſs, muſt be 
«in a very diſagreeable ſituation : but, 
% wete you in the leaſt accuſtomed to 
4 gur way of life, you would prefer it 
to ſervitude, which is, without contra- 
4% diction, inferior to beggary, Never. 
„ thelefs, fince” you chuſe to be a ſer- 
4 vam, rather than to live a free and 
4 independent life, as J do, Jo ſhal! 
"have a maſter immediately. Notwith- 
4 ſtanding my appearance, I can be of 
a uſe to you: therefore come hither to- 
«© morro at the ſame hout.“ : 

* --« Reſgived'” to be punttaual, I re- 


turned next day to the ſame. place 3 


«* where 1 had not been long, before 
© the mendicant, coming up to me, bid 
me take the trouble to follow him. 1 
did ſo. He conducted me to a cellar 
« not far from the church; and this was 


——_— 


| * tered his habitation ; and, ſitting down 
* upon a bench, which was at leaſt an 
* hundred years old, he ſpoke to me 
in this manner : A good action, as 
the proverb ſays, always finds it's 
e recompence; you gave me charity 
<< yeſterday, and that determines me to 
„ procure a place for you; and thi 
© pleaſe God, I will foon perform. 
„am acquainted with an old Domi- 
e nican, called Father Alexis, who is an 
holy ecclefiaſtick, and great confeſſor. 
** have the honour to run his errands, 
„ and ＋ myſelf in that employment 
* with ſo much fidelity and diſcre- 
* tron, that he never refuſes to uſe 
his intereſt for me and my friends. 
% have ſpoke to him of you in ſuch 
% manner, that he is difpoſed to do 
* you ſervice; and I will preſent you 
** tohis reverence whenever you pleaſe.” 
—* There is not a moment to loſe,”* 
* faid I to the old beggar; * let us go 
«: inſtantly to the good friar.“ The 
© mendicant conſented, and carried me 
* forthwith to Father Alexis, whom we 
found in his room, buſy in writing ſpi- 
© ritual letters. He interrupted his work 
to ſpeak to me, and told me that, at 
© the requeſt of the mendicant, he would 
* intereſt himſelf in my behalf. Hav- 
ing been informed,” added he, that 
«« Signior Balthazar Velaſquez wanted 
« a lacquey, I wrote this morning in 
„your favour; and he has anſwered, 
„that he will receive you implicitly 
% on my recommendation. You may, 
«this very day, go to him from me; he 
«is my penitent and friend.“ The 
* monk, on this occaſion, exhorted me, 
during three quarters of an hour, to 
do my duty with fidelity and diligence. 
He enlarged particularly on the obli- 
* gation I was under td ſerve Velaſ- 
*quez with zeal: after which he affur- 
ed me, that he would take care to 
* maintain me in my poſt, provided my 
* maſter ſhould be pleaſed with my be- 
© haviour. Having thanked the monk 
for his generoſity, 1 came out of the 
©convent with the beggar ; who told 
me, "that Signior Balthazar Velaſquez 
was an old rich woollen-draper of 
great meekneſs and fimplic « I 
e« dare ſay,” added he, that you will 
* be perfectly happy in his family.” 1 
© enquired whereabauts the citizen liv- 
ed, and went immediately'tohishonſe, 
© after having promiſed. to make an ac- 
* knowledgment to the - beggar, as 
* ſoon as I ſhould take root in y place. 
'©'T entered a large "ſhop, where two 


4 the place of his reſidence, We en- 


* well-drefled apprentices were cr 


to and fro, in expectation of cuſtom: 
*ers; and, aſking if their maſter was 
at home, told them I had a meſſage to 
« him from Father Alexis. At the men- 
«tion of that venerable name, I was 
© ſhewn into the back ſhop where the 
«* merchant ſat at a bureau, turning over 
the leaves of a large day-book. I fa- 
« Juted him with great reſpect, ſaying, 
« Sjgnior, Tam the young man whom 
the reverend - Father Alexis recom- 
« mended ro you for a lacquey.“ 
% Ha1 welcome, my child,“ ſaid he; 
4 that holy man's recommendation is 
« ſufficient, I receive thee into my 
« ſervice, in preference tothree or four 
« jacquies that were ſent by other peo- 
« ple, It is agreed: thy wages run up 
« from this day forward.“ | 

I had not been long in the ſervice of 
* this citizen, before I perceived him to 
be juſt ſuch a man as the beggar had 
s deſcribed. His ſimplicity ſeemed even 
©* ſo great, that I could not help think- 
ing I ſhould find ſome difficulty in ab- 


© ſtaining from playing him ſome trick 
He had been a widower four 


or other. 
« years; and had two children, a fon 
turned of five and twenty, and a 
© daughter going in her fifteenth year; 
* who being brought up by a ſevere 
© duenna, and directed by Father Alexis, 
«* walked in the path of virtue: but Gaſ- 
< pard Velaſquez, her brother, though 
© nothing had been ſpared in his edu- 
cation, had ail the vices of a young 
« ſpendthrift. He ſometimes lay two 


or three nights abroad; and if, at his, 


© return, his father took it into his 


© head to reprimand him, Gaſpard im- 


© poſed ſilence upon him in a tone {i111 
- higher than that of the old man. 

« Scipio,” ſaid the draper to me one 
© day, I have a ſon who is the ſole 
es plague of my life; he js plunged in 
all manner of debauchery : a circum- 
4 ſtance that ſurprizes me very much; 
« for his education was by no means 
44 neglefted. I gave him good maſters, 
« and my friend Alexis hath done his 
£ utmoſt endeavour to put him in the 
„right road; but be could not ſuc- 
4 ceed: Gaſpard. is fallen into a ſtate of 
1 ſibertiniſm. - Thou wilt ſay, perhaps, 


« that I treated him too gently in the 


* beginning of his youth; and that he 
% was undone . indulgence; but 
that was not the caſe; he was always 
4 chaſtiſed when I thought he deſerved 
4 to be uſed with rigour: for, good- 
4 natured as I am, I have reſolution 
4 enough, when there is occaſion for it. 
have even ordered him to be con- 
1 3 
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„ fined; and the conſequente was, he 
© became more wicked than ever. la 
«a _ —_ one of thoſe bad dif. 
e poſitions which cannot be improved 
«« by good example, remonſtrances, or 
« chaſtiſement. Heaven alone can work 
« that miracle“ 0 ne 
© If I was not much moved at the for- 
* row of this unhappy father, at leaſt 
© I pretended to be ſo. How much 
© are you to be pitied, Sir" ſaid 13“ 4 
„good man, like you, deſerves to 
* have a much better ſon.“ Heat 
«ven, my child,” anſwered he, is 
{© pleaſed: to deprive me of that conſo- 
© lation. Among other cauſes which 
«© Gaſpard gives me to complain 
of him,” added he, „I will- tell 
© thee in confidence, there is one that 
„ makes me very uneaſy; that is, the 
© inclination which he has to rob 
© me, and which he but too often finds 
* means to fatisfy, in ſpite of all my vi- 
* gilance, The lacquey, whom yon 
ce ſncceed, was in concert with him, and 
© for that reaſon turned away. As for 
te thee, I hope thou wilt not ſuffer thy- 
« ſelf to be corrupted by my ſon; but 
<« eſpouſe my intereſt, as Father Alexis 
„Has doubtleſsexhorted thee. ”—** T hat 
© ]'ll anſwer for,” ſaid 1; * his reve- 
« rence exhorted me a whole hour to 
© have nothing in view but your advan- 
«© tage: but I can aſſure you, I had no 
« need of being exhorted to that; I feel 
„ myſelf diſpoſed to ſerve you faithfut. - 
« ly, and my zeal. will prove itſelf on 
« all occaſions.” — 7 He! 46 0 
© He who hears one ſide only, hears 
nothing. Young Velaſquez, 'whowas 
+ a deviliſh beau, judging by my phyſ- 
© ognomy, that 1 would be as eatily' ſe- 
 * duced as my predeceſſor, took me 
© alide into a private place, and ſpoke 
to me in theſe terms.”  Hark'e, 
dear, I am perſuaded that my father 
has Charged thee to be a ſpy upon 
„ my actions: take care of thy ſelf ;l give 
et hee notice beforehand, thatithe em- 
«© ployment is none of the moſt agreeable. 
« [f ever I perceive that thou makeſt 
« thy remarks upon me, I will cudgel 
„ thee to death: whereas, if thou wilt 
«« aſſiſt me in cheating my father, thou 
«© mayeſt depend upon my gratitude, 
«« Muſt I be more plain with/thee | thou 
© ſhalt have a ſhare ofthe purchaſe, Make 
« thy choice therefore, and declare this 
«« inſtant either for the father or ſon, for 
«© I will admit of no neutrality,” 
„ Sir,” anſwered I, “you are very 
<« ſhort with me; and I plainly perceive, 


chat I cannot help cſpouſing your 
| « cauſe, 


% 
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, cauſe, though in my heart I feel a re- 
4 lutance to: betray Signior Velaf- 
« quez.”=—-* Thou oughteſt to make no 
* ſcruple in ſo doing,” replied Gaſ- 
« pard; he is an old miſer, who wants 
© tokeep me ſtill in leading-ſtrings; a 
„„ wretch who denies me the neceſſaries 
« of life, in refuſing to furniſh me with 
% money for my pleaſures; for plea- 
, ſures are the neceſſaries of life, at the 
« age of five and- twenty: thou muſt 
„% therefore look upon n father in that 
*, point of view. —““ Enough, Sir,” 
4 ſaid 1; „there is no ſuch thing as 
„% holding out againſt ſo juſt a cauſe of 
% complaint. I offer my ſervice to ſe- 
% cond you in your landable undertak- 
«ings; but let us conceal our mutual 
„intelligence, that your faithful aſſo- 
„ ciate may not be turned out of 
« doors. Vou will do well, methinks, 
in affecting to hate me: ſpeak rough- 
„ly to me-before people, and do not 
«« ſpare ill language; even ſome boxes 
** on the ear, and kicks on the breech, 
„will not be amiſs; on the contrary, 
„ the more marks of averſion you be- 
«© {tow upon me, the more confidence 
„will Balthazar have in my integrity. 
As for, my part, I will pretend to 


avoid your converſation: in ſerving 


you at table, I will ſeem to acquit 
« myſelf with regret; and when I talk 
« of you to the apprentices, don't take 
« it ill, that I rail at you with great 
<< bitterneſs.” a $19) 

« Egad!“ cried Velaſquez, hearing 


my laſt words; I admire thygenius,- 


% my friend: thou ſheweſt, at thy age, 


an aſtoniſhing: capacity for intrigue, 


« from whence I conceive: the moſt 


% happy pre ſage; for I hope, with thy 


« aſſiſtance, 1 ſhall not leave my father 
- 44 one ſingle piſtole.“—“ You do me a 
great deal of honour, ſaid I, „ in 
depending ſo much on my induſtry : 
„will do my utmoſt endeavour to juf- 
* tify the good opinion you have of my 
-v underſtanding ; and if I fail, atleaſt, 
« jt ſhall not be my fault.“ 

' © It was not long before T let Gaſpard 
* ſee that I was actually the man he 
» wanted; and this is the firſt ſervice 


1 did him: Balthazar's ſtrong- box 


— 


ſtood in his chamber, juſt by his bed- 
* fide, and ſerved him inſtead of a pew 
for prayer. Every time I looked at it, 


. © my eye-ſight was regaled; and I fre- 


© quently 


id to myſelf: „Friend 
« ſtrong- box, muſt thou be always lock- 


„ed to me? Shall I never have the 


* 
- 
4 


* N 


«« pleaſure: of contemplating thy con- 
t tents?” As I went whenever I pleaſed 


into this chamber, which» was forbid 
to nobody but Gaſpard, I happened 


| © one day to perceive his father, who, 


* thinking himſelt unobſerved, after 
© having opened and locked his ſtrong- 
© box, concealed the key behind a hang - 
* ing. I marked the place well, and 
* imparted the diſcovery to my young 
* maſter, who embraced me with joy, 


© a charming piece of news is this? our 
fortune is made, my child. I will this 
© very day give thee wax, with which 
thou mayeſt take the impreſſion of 
„the key, and put it into my hands. 
„ ſhall eaſily find an obliging lock- 
„ \mith in Cordova; in which, Heaven 
be praiſed, there is no ſearcity of 
* rogues.” | 

„ But why,” ſaid I to Gaſpard, 
„would yon make a falſe key, when 
©«we-can uſe the true one!?“ —““ Be- 
© cauſe,” anſwered he, my father, 
„through diſtruſt, or ſome other mo- 
© tive, may take it in his head to hide 
© jt elſewhere; and therefore it is bet- 
* ter to have one for ourſelves.” I ap- 
proved of his caution ; and, yielding 
to his inclination, prepared for taking 
the impreſſion of the key. This was 
* executed one morning early, while 
* my old maſter paid a viſit to Father 
p Alexis, with whom he had uſually mg 
* converſations. This was not all; 
* uſed the key in opening the box, which 
being filled with large and ſmall bags, 
* threw me into a charming perplexity : 
© I did not know which to chuſe, fuch 
© affeCtion did I conceive for both kinds. 
© Nevertheleſs, as the fear of being ſur- 
6 prog did not permit me to make a 
« long ſcrutiny, I laid hold of one of the 
c * 1 at a venture: then locking the 
© cofter, and replacing the key behind 
the hangings, I quitted the chamber 
with my prey, which I went'and con- 
* cealed under my bed, in a ſmall ward- 
© robe where I lay. | 

Having performed this operation 
*ſo ſucceſsfully, I went immediately 
© to. the young Velaſquez, who waited 
for me in a houſe where he had ap- 
pointed to meet me, and gave him in- 
finite joy, by telling what I had done. 
© He was ſo well ſatisfied, that he loaded 
me with careſſes, and generouſly of- 
© fered me the half of the money which 
© was in the bag: but that I refuſed, 
* ſaying, No, no, Sir; this firſt bag 
« 1s your own, uſe it for your occaſions : 
« 1 will ſoon return to the ſtrong-box, 
© where, thank Heaven! there is money 


“enough tor us both,” In effect, three 


 ' # days 


* 1 a — — - n \ 


© ſaying, ** Ah, my dear Scipio! what 
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days after this, I carried off a ſecond 
« bag, containing, as the former, five 
© hundred crowns, of which 1 would 
receive one fourth only, notwithſtand- 


ing the prefling inſtances of Gaſpard, 


that it ſhould be 
-< tween us. | 

As ſoon as this young man found 
« himſelf well ſtocked, and, conſequent- 
© ly, in a condition to ſatisfy his paſſion 
for women and 
© himſelf entirely to both : he had even 
« the misfortune to fall in love with one 
of thoſe famous coquettes, who devour 


equally divided be- 


and ſwallow the largeſt patrimonies in 


«avery little time; and, being at a ter- 
« rible expence on her account, laid me 
© under the neceſſity of paying ſo many 
« viſits to the ſtrong- box, that at leugth 
© old Velaſquez perceived himſelf rob- 
© hed. Scipio,“ ſaid he one morning, 
« I mult tell thee a ſecret: ſomebody 
« robs me, my friend; my ſtrong-box 
© has been opened, and ſeveral bags 
„taken out: this is certain. Who 
« muſt be taxed with this theft? or ra- 
« ther, who elſe than my ſon Gaſpard, 
« who has entered my chamber by 
« ſtealth, or been introduced by thee ; 
« for I am tempted to believe thee his 
* accomplice, though you ſeem to hate 
© one another ſo much. Nevertheleſs, 
« 1 will nor liſten to my ſuſpicion, ſince 
« Father Alexis hath anſwered for thy 
4% fidelity.” I replied that, thank Hea- 
© ven, I never coveted my neighbour's 
© wealth; and accompanied that lye with 
£ hypocritical grimace, which ſerved in- 
« ſtead of an apology. , 

© The old man, ſure enough, ſaid no 


play, he abandoned. 


more of the matter; but he did not 


© leave off including me in his ſuſpicion; 
© and taking his precautions againft our 
attempts, ordered his ſtrong - box to be 


« ſecured by another lock, the key of 


« which he always kept in his pocket. 
By theſe means, all commerce between 


© us and the bags being broken, we- 


© looked very ſilly, eſpecially Gaſpard, 
© who being no longer able to gratify 
© the extravagaace of his nymph, was 
afraid of loling the privilege of vilit- 
ing her. He had genius enough, how- 
© ever, to invent an expedient which 
* ſupported his expence a few days, 
© longer : and that ingenious ſhift was 
to appropriate to himſelf, by way of 
© loan, all my ſhare of the evacuations 
« which I had performed in the ſtrong- 
box. I gave it all, to the very laſt 
piece; and this, methipks, may 7 
© for anticipated reſtitution Which 1 


903. 


made to the old merchant in the perſon 
© of his heir. | n 
The young man when he had ex- 
© hauſted this reſource, conſidering that 
©he had now none left, fell into'a pro- 
found and gloomy fit of melancholy, 
© which gradually diſordered his reaſon. 
© He looked upon his father as the on!. 
© plague of his lite; he was ſeized wit 
the moſt violent deſpair; and, without 
© liſtening to the voice of nature, the 
© wretch conceived the horrible deſign - 
* of poiſoning his parent, He not only 
communicated this execrable project 
to me, but even propoſed that I ſhould 
© be the inſtrument of his vengeance, 
Being ruck with horror at the pro- 
* polal, „Sir,“ ſaid I, „ is it poſſible 
that you ſhould be ſo abandoned by 
© Heaven, as to form this abominable 
„ reſolution ? What | are you capable 
of murdering the author of your own 
„being? Shall it be ſaid, that in Spain, 
in the very boſom of Chriſtianity, a 
crime was committed, the very idea 
of which raiſes horror in the moſt 
„ barbarous nations? No, my dear 
© maſter,” added I, falling on my knees 
© before him; ** no; you will not com- 
© mit an action which would juſtly in- 
„ cenſe the whole world againſt you, 
« and be attended with the moſt in- 
« famous chaſtiſement.“ | 
I ſaid a great many thin 
diſſuade Gaſpard from ſuch a guilt: 
© undertaking. I don't know where 
© found all the arguments of a virtu- 
© ous man, which I uſed to combat 
his deſpair : but, certalmit is, I ſpoke 
© like a doctor of Salamanca, though 
© I was but a dog, and no other than 
© the ſon of Coſcolina. Nevertheleſs, 
© in vain did 1 repreſent to him, that 
© he ought to reflect ſeriouſly, and cou. 
© rageouſly repel thoſe deteſtable ſenti- 
ments which had taken poſſeſſion of 
© his ſoul. All my eloquence was in- 
© eff-&tual : he hung his head, and re- 
* mained in ſullen filence ; ſo that I con- 
© cluded he would not ſwerve from his 
© reſolution, notwithſlanding all I could 
© ſay. 1 
benen I went and demanded 
© a private converſation with my old 
© maſter; to whom, when we were ſhut 
© up in a room together, I ſaid, “ Suf- 
„ fer me, Sir, to throw myſelf at your 
t feet, and implore _ mercy.” 80 
© ſaying, I fell down before him in great 
« agitation, with my countenance bathed 
© in tears. The merchant, ſurprized at 
my proſtration, and the diſorder of my 


more to 


| looks, 


* looks, aſked what I had done. A; 
« deed,” I replied, „of which I now 

« heartily repeat, and with which I will 

„ upbraid myſelf as long as I live, I 

an have been weak enough to liſten to 

4 your ſon, and to aſſiſt him in ſtealing 

« your money. I then made a ſincere 

* confeſſion of all that had paſſed on 

© that ſubject: after which I gave him 

* in account of the converſation I had 

* with Gaſpard, whoſe deſign I reveal. 

ed, without forgetflng the leaſt eir- 

* cumſtance. 

Bad as his opinion of his fon was, 

© ojd Velaſquez could ſcarce- credit my 

* information, the truth of which, how- 

« ever, | having no reaſon to doubt, 
*« Scipio,” ſaid he, raiſing me, for 1 

* was ſtill on my knees, „I pardon 

« thee, in conlideration of the im- 

« portant notice thou haſt given me. 

« Gaſpard,” added he, raiſing his voice, 

« Gaſpard has a deſign upon my life !. 
« Ah, ungrateful ſon! ah, monſter ! 

*« who had better been ſtifled in the 

« birth than allowed to live and be- 

«© come. a parricide! What cauſe haſt, 
«© thou to attempt my life! I-allow thee 

« a reaſonable yearly ſum for thy plea- 


4 ſures, and thou art not ſatisfied | Muſt ' 


1 permit thee to ſquander away my 
«« whole fortune!“ Having uttered this 
© Litter apoſtrophe, he laid injunctions 
upon me to keep the ſecret, and ſaid he 
« would conſider what was to be done in 
« ſuch a delicate conjuntture. | 

© ] was very anxious to know what 
© reſolution this unfortunate father would 


take, when that very day he fent for 


« Gaſpard, and ſpoke thus to him, with- 
* out manifeſting a tittle of what he had 
© in his head. Son, I have received 
« a letter from Merida, importing, that 
« tf you chuſe to marry, you may have 
« x maiden of that place, who is but fif- 
„teen years old, perfectly handſome, 
and miſtreſs of a good fortune: if you 
« have no reluctance to the marriage, 


*« we will fer out early to-morrow for 


« Merida, viſit the lady who is propoſed, 
« and, if you find her to your lik- 
« ing, you ſhall eſpouſe her forthwith.” 
© Gaſpard, hearing mention made of a 
© good. fortune, which he thought was 
c already in his clutches, anſwered with- 
© out heſitation, that he was ready to go: 
© ſo that next morning, at'day-break, 
they departed by themſelves, mounted 


on two good mules.. © 


© When they had got as far as the 
© mountains of Felira, into à place as 
much frequented by robbers as dread- 
* ed by travellers, Balthazar alighted, | 


' 304  _ THE HISTORY AN D ADVENTURES/OF 


« deſiring his ſon to do the ſame.” The 
* young man obeyed, and aſked the 
© reaſon of their quitting their mules 
in that place. *© 1 will tell thee,” an- 


© ſwered the old man, darting at him a 


© look in which his grief and indigna- 
© tion were painted, „we have no bu- 
© fineſs at Merida; and the marriage 
© which I mentioned is only a fab 

© I invented to bring thee hither. I 


am not ignorant, ungrateful and un- 


© natural ſon! I am not ignorant of 
* the crime which thou haſt hatched; 
1 know that I am to be preſented 
* with poiſon prepared by thee : but, 
fool that thou art, doſt thou flatter 


*© thyſelf that thou canſt deprive me of 


my life in that manner with impunity ! 
„Thou art miſtaken; thy guilt would 
© ſoon be diſcovered, and thou wouldft 
„ periſh by the hand of the hangman. 
" There is,” added he, a ſurer me- 
* thod of fatisfying thy rage, without 
* expoſing thyſelf to an ignominious 
* death: we are here without witneſſes, 
in a place where murders are com- 
*© mitted every day; fince thou art ſo 
s eſtranged from my blood, plunge thy 
© poniard into my boſom, and the 
e murder will be impnted to robbers 1”? 
* So ſaying, Balthazar baring his breaſt, 
* and pointing to his heart, “ Here, 
© Gaſpard!” added he, „ ſtrike the 


% mortal blow, and puniſh me for hav. 


„ ing given being to ſuch a wretch as 
e thee 1”? | 

© Young Velaſquez, thunderftruck at 
© theſe words, far from ſeeking to juſ- 
* tify himfelf, fell without ſenſe or mo- 
tion at his father's feet. The good 
old man, ſeeing him in that condition, 
which ſeemed to be the beginning 
* of repentance, could not help yielding 
to his paternal weakneſs, and of flying 
to his aſſiſtance: but Gaſpard no 
* ſooner recovered the uſe of his reaſon, 
* than, being unable to bear the pre- 
© ſence of a father ſo juſtly incenſed, 
© he made an effort to get up, mounted 
© his mule, and rode oft without ſpeak- 
ing a word. Balthazar let him go, and 
* leaving him to the remorfe of his own 


* conſcience, returned to Cordova; 


* where, ſix months after, he learned 
that his fon had thrown himſelf into 
the monaſtery of Carthuſians at Seville, 
there to pals the teſt of his days in pe+ 
« nitence.”? | 
CN PLN. 7 | | 
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young Velaſques made me reflect ſeri- 
« ouſly upon my own. I began to com- 
« bat my thieviſh inclinations, and, live 
« like an honeſt man. The habit of 
« ſeizing all the money I could lay my 
« hands on, was ſo much confirmed in 
« me; by repeated acts, that it was not 
_« eaſily vanquiſhed. Nevertheleſs, I did 
not deſpair of ſucceeding, imagining, 
« that to become virtuous, required 
« only a. fincere deſire of being ſo. I 
« therefore undertook this great-work, 
« and Heaven ſeemed to bleſs. myefforts ; 
I no longer beheld the old merchant's 
ſtrong- box with a covetous eye; and 
« ] believe, that, had it been in my 
« power, | I ſhould not have touched 
one of his bags: I own, however, 
that it would have been very im- 
« prudent in him to put my.infant in- 


« tegrity to.ſuch a proof; and therefore 


« Velaſquez took care not to do it. 
Don Manriquez de Medrano, a 
young gentleman and knight of the 
order of Alcantara, came frequently 
« to our houſe. We had his cuſtom ; 
and if he was not the beft, he was, at 
© leaſt, the moſt noble of thoſe who nſed 
the ſhop. I had the good fortune to 
« pleaſe that cavalier, who, every time 
he met me, encouraged me to ſpeak, 
and ſeemed to liſten with pleaſure to 
«* what 1 ſaid. ** Scipio,” ſaid he one 
« day, it L. had a lacquey of thy hu- 
« mour, I ſhould think myſelf in poſ- 
« ſeflion of a treaſure; and if thou 
« didſt not belong tp a may for whem 
«« ] have a regardy wand do my 
« endeavour to debauch thee from 
« his ſervice.“ “ Sir,“ ſaid I, you 
« would find it a very eaſy taſk; for 


« | have an inclination to ſerve peo- 


«© ple of quality: that is my foible; 1 


% am charmed by their eaſy beha- 
% yiour.?'—* If that be the caſe,” re- 
« plied Don Manriquez, I will defire 
« Signior Balthazar to conſent to thy 
„leaving him, and coming into my 
« ſervice ; 1 don't believe he will re- 
„ fuſe me that favour.” Indeed Ve- 
« laſquez granted it the more eaſily, 
© as did not think mn N a 
roguiſh lacquey irreparable: for my 
4 — N was glad of the change; 
4 the valet of a citizen appearing to 
me a mere beggar, in compariſon 
to the lacquey of a knight of Alcan- 
4 tara. f a | . 1 Fn 
Jo draw a faithful picture of my 
new patron, L muſt tell you, that he 
£ was. 2 Cavalier endued with a moſt 
« amiable perſon, and with ſuch ſweet- 
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© nefs of temper and cultivated under | 


« ftantling,/ as captivated every bo 

* who ay hiv beſides 7 had 
great deal of courage an obity, 
6 — wanted nothingrbat Faro Be- 
ing cadet of à family more illuſtrious 
© than rich, he was obliged to ſubſiſt 
at the ex of an old aunt who lived 
dat Toledo, and who, loving him 48 
© her own ſon, took care to furniſh 


© him with what money he wanted. He 
« went always hand ſomely dreſſed; and 


was perfettly well received every 


where: he viſited the principal ladies 


« of the city, and among others, the 
« Marchioneſs of Almenara, a widow of 
© ſeyenty-two years of age, who, by 
her engaging behaviour and agree- 
« able wit, allured the whole nobility 
© of Cordova to her houſe, Men as 
© well as women delighted in her con- 
« verſation, and her family was ſtyled, 
* the polite company. 2 . : 
* My maſter, who was one of the 
* moſt aſſiduous viſitors of that lady, 
came home from her houſe, one even- 
ing, with an enlivened look that was 
* not natural to him: upon which, I 
* ſaid, ** Signior, you ſeem to be ſtrange- 
ly elevated; may your faithful ſervant 
* aſk the cauſe? hath not ſomething 
extraordinary huppened?” The knight 
* ſmiled at that queſtion, and owned he 
was attually engroſſed by a ſerious 
* converſation which he had enjoyed 


with the Marchioneſs of Almenatra. 


„ 1 heartily wiſh,” faid 1 laughing, 
e that the ſuperannuated toaſt may have 
© made a declaration of love to you.“ 
Jeſting apart,” anſwered he; ** know 
my friend, that I am really beloved 
** by the marchioneſs. *«* Chevalier,” 


* {aid ſhe to me, I know the ſmall- 


© neſs of your fortune, as well as the 
% nobleneſs of your birth: 1 have an 
*« inclination for you, and am reſolved 
„ to make you eaſy in your circum- 
„ ſtances, by marrying you, as I can- 
not decently make your ,fortune any 
«« other way. 1 know very well that 
this marriage will bring upon me the 
« ridicule of the world; that ſcandal 
+ will be very buſy at my expence;. 
„and that, in ſhort, I ſhall paſs for an 
« old fool, who muſt needs have another 
« huſband. No matter; I intend to 
«<4 deſpiſe ſlander, in order to make you 
6 happy- All that I fear,“ added ſhe, 
« js, that you may N have a re- 
* ljuctance to comply with my inten- 
« tions.“ This,“ continued the knight 
js the ſubject of her diſcourſe, whic 
„ ſurprized"me the more, as ſhe is the 
„ moſt virtuous and prudent woman of 

Qq 21. « Cordoya, 
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%% Cordova. I anſwered; therefore, I 
% was aſtoniſhed ſhe ſhould do me the 
*« honour of offering me her hand; ſhe 
„% who had always perſiſted in the reſo- 
**-lution of preſerving her widowhood 
« to the laſt. To this ſhe rephed, that 
© having a conſiderable eſtate, ſhe ſhould 
« he glad in her life-time to ſhare it 
„with a man of honour whom the eſ- 
„ teemed.” —*< You are then, I ſup- 
© poſe,” ſaid I, determined to hazard 
« the leap.” —Canſt thou doubt it?“ 
he replied : ** the marchionefs poſſiſſes 
« immenſe wealth, together with ex- 
« cellent qualities both of the heart and 


—— 


„ bers, and in the day we will live to- 
«« gether like mother and fon.” The 
* knight was at firſt miſtaken, and be- 
© lieved that the lady talked thus only 
© to engage him to offer ſoft violence 
* to her delicacy: imagining, there- 
fore, that he ought, out of pure po- 
* liteneſs, to ati the paſſionate lover, 
* he approached her, and eagerly en- 
* deavonred to ſerve her in quality of 
* valet de chambre; but ſhe, far from 
© allowing him to undreſs her, -puſhed 
him away with a ſerious air, ſaying, 
Hold, Don Manriquez ; if you: take 
** me for one of thoſe amorous old wi- 


« head; and I muſt have loſt my judg- }] ** dows who marry again out of frailty, 


« ment indeed, if I rejected ſuch an 
„% advantageous ſettlement”? | 
II very much approved of my ma- 
© ſter's deſign to lay hold of this fair oc- 
caſion to make his fortune, and even 
© adviſed him tp puſh matters, ſo much 
© was I afraid to ſee her inclinations 
© change. Luckily, the lady, who had 
© the affair ſtill more at heart than 1 
had, gave ſuch expeditious orders, that 
© the preparations were ſoon after made 
© for her marriage. As ſoon as it was 
© known at Cordova, that the old Mar- 
* chioneſs of Almenara was going to 
* marry young. Don Manriquez de 
* Medrano, the wits began to make 
* themſelves merry at the widow's ex- 
* pence : but in vain did they exhauſt 
© their ſtock of raillery; they could not 
divert her from her deſign ; the let the 
* whole city talk, and folluwed her 
* knight to the altar: their nuptials 
+ were celebrated with ſuch fplendor 'as 
* afforded new matter for ſcandal. ** The 
pride,“ ſaid they, „“ might have, at 
„ leaſt, for the ſake of decency, ſup- 
„ preſſed all noiſe and pomp, which but 
« ill becomes old widows who marry 
young huſbands.” | 
The marchioneſs, inſtead of appear- 
ing aſhamed of being, at her age, wife 
* tothe che valier, indulged herſelf, with- 
out conſtraint,, in the joy which the 
* felt on this occaſion z ſhe had a grand 
entertainment at her houſe, accom- 
* panied by a concert of muſick, and the 
* feaſt ended in a, ball, at which were 


— 


— all the nobility of Cordova. | 


4 

Towards the end of the ball, our new - 
+ married couple flipped off and met in 
an apartment, where, being, ſhut up 
with a waiting-woman and me, the 
© maxchiqneſs addreſſed herfelf to my 
* maſter in theſe words: Don Man- 
«« riquez, this is your apartment: mine 
is in another part of the houſe: we' 
will paſs the, mght in ſeparate cham- | 


you are deceived; I did-not eſpouſe 
* you to make you buy the advantages 
* which vou will ;reap from our con- 
tract of marriage; theſe are the pure 
*« offerings of my heart, and I exact 
* nothing in return but ſentiments of 


* maſter and me in our apartment, and 
© retired into her own, with her waiting- 


© valier to follow her. 

« After her retreat, we remained a 
Tx while confounded at what we 
* had heard. Scipio,” ſaid my ma- 
© ter, „ didſt thou ever hear ſuch a 
* diſcourſe as that of the marchioneſs ? 
| 66 What doſt thou think of ſuch a 
„lady?“ — “ I think, Sir,” anſwered 


you are happy in having ſuch a wife, 
*+ which is like the poſſeſſion of a be- 
* nefice without cure of ſouls.” — 
* As for my part,” replied Don Man- 
 riquez, “ admire a ſpouſe of ſuch 
© an ineſtimable character, and I in- 


« able attention, the ſacrifice which ſhe 
* makes to her delicacy.” Having con- 
© verſed ſome time about the lady, we 
* went to reſt; I upon a truckle- bed 
in a wardrobe, and my maſter in a 
* fine bed prepared for him, where 1 
© believe, at bottom, he was not forry 
* to lie alone, and to be quit for his fear 

only. 1.0 Z 2 
Ihe rejoicings began again next day, 
and the new-married lady appeared in 
* ſuch good humour as to afford ſcope 
to the railers. She was the firſt to 
laugh at what they faid ; nay, even ex- 
cited others to laugh, by receiving 
* their ſallies with a good grace. The 
knight, for his part, ſeemed no leſs 
* ſausfhied with his ſpouſe; and by the 
* tender glances with which he looked 
and ſpoke to her, one would have 
thought that old age was his 1 * 
|; oS .C9 13 


“ friendſhip.” So ſaying, ſhe left my 


© maid, abſolutely forbidding the che- 


* I, „ that ſhe has not her fellow ; 


* tend to compenſate, with all imagin- 
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This happy couple had in the evening 
« new converſation, in which it was 
« decided; that, without diſturbing one 
« another,' they ſhould live, for the fu- 
ture, in the ſame manner as before 
« marriage : meanwhile I muſt do Don 


« Manriquez the juſtice to ſay, that, out 


« of conſideration for his wife, he did 
hat few huſbands would have done 
in his place: he abandoned a girl in 


a the city, whom he loved, and of whom 


© he was beloved; being reſolved, as he 
« ſaid, to maintain no commeice which 
* ſhould ſeem to inſult the delicate con- 
duct of his wife towards him. 
While he gave this old lady ſuch 
« ſtrong marks of gratitude, ſhe repaid 
© them with uſury, though ſhe was igno- 
© rant of this behaviour ; and made him 
© maſter of her ſtrong-box, which was 
© even better repleniſhed than that of 
© Velaſquez. As ſhe had retrenched her 
© houſe-keeping during her widowhood, 
« ſhe put it again on the ſame footing on 
« which it had been in the life-time of her 


. 


ö 


« firſt huſband: ſhe increaſed the num 
© ber- of her ſervants, filled her ſtable * 


« with horſes and mules; in a word, by 
ner generoſity, the chevalier, who was 


the pooreſt, became the richeſt knight 


© of Alcantara. You will aſk, perhaps, 
what I got by all this? I received fifty 


L —_ 


* piſtoles from my miſtreſs, and one hun- 


© dred from my maſter, who, moreover, 
* made me his ſecretary, with an 12 
\ pointment of five hundred crowns ; he 
© had even ſo much confidence in my in- 
© tegrity, that he created me his trea- 
« ſures? ne 


Scipio, with a loud laugh. Ves, Sir,“ 
he replied with a dry ſerious look; © no 


« leſs than his treaſurer; and I'll venture 


© to ſay, that 1 acquitted myſelf in that 


employment with honour. True it is, 


© I am perhaps ſomewhat indebted to 
* caſh : for, as I took my wages per ad- 
© vance, and quitted the knight's ſervice 
* ſuddenly, it is not impoſſible that I 


may now be in arrears: at any rate, it 


is the laſt reproach that 1 have de- 


* ſerved, having always acted with pro- 
© probity ſince that time. | 


I was, therefore, continued the ſon 
1 


of Coſcolina; + ſecretary and treaſurer 
to Don Manriquez; who feemedas well 
« ſatisfied with me as I was with him; 


© when he received a letter from Toledo, 


i mporti 


dora Moſcoſo was at the point of death. 


. 


He ſet out inſtantly to ſee that lady, 


ing, that his aunt Donna Theo- 


© who had been a mother to him for ma- 
ny years ; and 1 accompanied him in | 


/ 


was re-eſtabliſhing; leſs, perhaps, 

« the remedies ſhe r daf / the Mee 
© ſence of her dear nephew, Mr. Trea: 
* ſurer paſſed his time as agreeably as he 
* could, with young people, whoſe ac- 
* quaintance ſoon introduced him to oc 


this journey, together with a' valet de 
chambre and one lacquey. Being all 


* mounted on the beſt horſes in our ſta- 


« bles, we ſoon got to Toledo, where we 
© found Donna | 
dition as gave us hopes that ſhe would 
not die of that diſtemper ; and*truly_ 
* our prognoſtick, though contrary to 
that of an old'phyſician who attended 
* her, was verified by the event. 


heodora in ſuch a con- 


While the health of our good aunt. 


* caſions of ſpending his money. They 

© ſometimes carried me to the tennis- 
* court, where they engaged me in play; s 
© and, as 1 was not ſo expert a gameſter 
* as my maſter Don Abel, I loſt much 
* pftener than I won; I conceived in- 


* ſenſibly an inclination'for play; and if 


I had entirely abandoned myſelf to that 
* paſſion, it would, doubtleſs, have com- 


© pelled me to take from our caſh ſorne . 


quarters of my allowance per advance; 
but luckily,” love ſaved both my on 
virtue and my maſter's money. One 
day, as I paſſed by the church de los 
© Reyes . through a lattice, 
the curtains of which were withdrawn, , 


© young maid who ſeemed rather a di- 


* vinity than a mortal. I would uſe a 

term ſtill ſtronger, if there was any, to 
de note the impreſſion which ſhe made 
© upon my heart. 1 made it my buſineſs 


oy; 1 | | © to get information about her; and, b 
His treaſurer !' cried I, interrupting 


t dint of enquiry, learned that her name 
* was Beatrice, and that ſhe was waiting- F 


© maid to Donna Julia, ſecond daughter 
of the Count de Polan.* Woch“ 


Beatrice interrupted Scipio witha loud 
laugh; then addreſſing herſelf ro my 
wife, Beautiful Antonia,“ ſald the, 
pray, look ſtedfaſtly at me, Don't vou 
„think I have the air of a divinity 1 


Vou had at that time in 1 eyes,“ faid 
Scipio to her; ++ and ſince N 


no longer 
ſuſpect your fidelity, you ſee to me 


fairer than ever.“ My ſecretary; after 
ſuch a gallant repartee, purſued his hi- 
ſtory thus. 1 


This diſcovery quite inflamed me I 
not indeed with a legitimate ardour, 
for 1 imagined that I ſhould eaſily tri- 


'« umph over her virtue, by preſents ca- 
* pable of ſhaking ir; but I judged amiſs 
© of the chaſte: Beatrice. 
offer her (by means of mercenary wo. 


In vain did 1 
© men) my purſe and affection ; ſhe re. 


« jetted my propofals with diſdain. Her 
Q 2 


reſiſtance 


| gos. 5 


« reſiſtance increaſed my defres. I had 
©* recourſe to the laſt expedient, and of- 
* fered my band, which ſhe accepted, 
* when ſhe knew that I was ſecretary and 
© treaſurer to Don Manriquez. As we 
* thought it convenient to conceal our 
marriage ſor {ome time, we were wed- 
* ded privately, in prefence of Dame 
* Lorenca Sephora, governeſs of Sera- 
C e and ſome other domeſticks be - 
* longing to the Duke de Pulan. As 
* {con as I had married Beatrice, ſhe fa - 
cihtated the means of ſeeing and con- 
* verſing with her at night in the gar- 
den, in which I introduced myſelf by 
© alittle door, of which ſhe gave me the 
* key. Never were, man and wife hap- 
pier in one another than Beatrice and I. 
* We waited with equal impatience for 
* the hour of rendezvous, ran thither 
* with equal eagerneſs ; and- the time 
© which we ſpent together, though it 
* was ſometimes pretty long, ſeemed but 
© a moment to both. 

One night, which was as fatal to me 
* as the others had been propitious, I was 
* ſurprized, at entering the garden, to 
* find the little door open. I was alarm- 
Led by this uncommon event, from 
* whence I cenceived a bad omen. I grew 
pale and trembled, as if I had foreſeen 
* what was to happen; and advancing 
in the daik towards an arbour where ! 
© uſed to converſe with my wife, I heard 
* the voice of a man, I ſtopped all of a 
* ſudden to liſten, and my ear was imme- 
*diately ſaluted with theſe words, Don't 
*© let me languiſh then, my dear Bea- 
- © txice 1, complete happineſs, and 
*©confider that your fortune is connect- 
* ed; With it.” | Inſtead of having pa- 
* tience to hear him to an end, I thought 
© there was no occaſion for knowing 
more. A jealons fury tobk poſſeſſion 
of my ſoul; and, breathing nothing 
but vengeance, I drew my ſword, and 
* went haſtily into the arbour. «Ah! 
* cowardly ſeducer!” cried 1: © whoſo- 
© ever thou art, thou ſhalt ſooner de- 
* prive meof life than rob me of my ho- 
% nour.” So ſaying, 1 attacked the cava- 
* lier who was talking to Beatrice. He 
put himſelf immediately into a poſture 
© of defence, and fought like a man who 
underſtood the art nch better than I, 
* v. ho had only received a few leſſons at 
© Cordova. Nevertheleſs, ſwordſman as 
© he was, I made a puſh which he could 
* not parry, or rather his foot flipped. 
aw him fall; and, tmagining that I 
© had wounded him-mortally, fled as faſt 
* as, my legs could carry me, without 
* anſwering Beatrice, who called me. 
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© Yes, really,” ſaid his wife, interrupt - 
ing him, I called in: order to — i 
* ceive him. The cavalier with whom 
*I converſed was no other than Don 
Fernando de Leyva. That nobleman, 
* who loved my miſtreſs Julia, had 
formed a reſolution of carrying her off 
by force, believing it impoſſible to ob- 
* tain her by any other means; and I my- 
* ſelf had given him a, meeting in the 
garden, to concert with him the fteps 
* of that undertaking, on which he af- 
* ſured me my fortune depended: but in 
* vain did I call my huſband ; he avoided 
me as a wife who had been unfaithful 
to him.“ a 8. ä 

My lituation at that time was ſuch,” 
reſumed Scipio, * as rendered me capa- 
ble of committing any thing. Thoſe 
* who know by experience what jealouſy 
* is, and to what extravagance it drives 
* the ſoundeſt underſtandings, will not 
be furprized at the diſorder which it 
produced in my weak brain. I un- 
* derwent a momentary tranſition from 
one extreme to another. I felt the 
* emotions: of hatred ſucceed thoſe of 
* tenderneſs, which I had entertained 
for my wife a moment before, and made 
* an oath to abandon and baniſh her 
from my memory. | Beſides, I thought 
© I had killed a cavalier - and, in that 
opinion, being afraid of falling into 
* the hands of juſtice, ſuffered that in- 
* conceivable anxiety which inceſſantly 
* purſues, ke a fury, the man who has 
done a bad action. In this horrible 
* (ituation, fny whole care being to 
* eſcape, I did not go home, but in- 
* ſtantly quitted Toledo, having no other 
* baggage than the cloaths on my back, 
True, indeed, I had in my pocket 
* ixty -piſtoles, which were a' pretty 
* good reſource to a young man who 
* propoſed to hve all his life in fervice. 

* 1 walked all night long, or rather 
ran; for the images of alguazils, which 
* continually haunted my imagination, 
* ſupplied me ſtil} with new vigour; and 
© the morning ſurpriaed me between 
* Rodillas and Maqueda. When | ar- 
* nved at this laſt town, finding myſelfa 
little fatigued, I went into the church 
© as ſoon as it was open; and, after hav- 
ing put up a ſhort prayer, ſat down 
| © upon a bench to reſt me. I began to 
muſe upon my pre ſent ſituation, which, 
Heaven knows, was perplexing enough; 
© but I had not time to make re- 
flections. I heard the church echo 
© with two or three ſmacks of a Whip, 
«* which making me conclude that a car- 


* rier was paſting, 6 
0 


to ſee whether or not I was miſtaken; 
and, by that time I got to the door, 
perceived one, who being mounted on 

« a mule, led two more in a leaſh. 
1 Stop, friend,” ſaid 1 to him; here 
« are thoſe mules a-going ?““ To 
4% Madrid,“ * anſwe he. I came 
« hither with two good Dominican 
„% monks, and am going back myſelf.“ 

»The opportunity that offered of tra- 
£ yelling to Madrid, inſpired me with an 
© jnclination to go thither. I made a 
« bargain with the carrier, mounted one 
of his mules, and we puſhed forwards 
« for Illeſcas, where we were to ſleep. 
© Scarce had we got out of Maqueda, 
« when the cartier, who was a man be- 
« tween thirty-five and forty years of 
age, thundered out CR 
« with great vociferation: be began wit 
the prayers which the canons fing at 
« mattins, then ſung the credo, as it is 
« ſung at high maſs; and paſſing on to 
« yveſpers, pronounced them, without 
even ſparing the magnificat. Although 
the rogue ſtunned me with his noiſe, I 
could not help laughing, and even en- 
« couraged him to continue, when he was 
« obliged to {top and take breath. Cou- 
« rage, friend |” ſaid I to him; “ pray, 
% go on: if Heaven hath given you good 

4% ſungs, 1 ſee you don't put them to a 
« bad uſe.” “ No, indeed,“ cried he; 
« I am not, thank God, like the moſt 
« part of carriers, who ſing nothing but 
«1nfamous or impious ſongs : I would' 
not even repeat ballads made upon our 
« wars with the Moors; for theſe are 
«-things frivolons, if not wicked.” — 
«« You have,” ſaid I, “a purity of heart 
1% rarely to be met with among mule- 
«« teers: with this extreme delicacy in 
4% the choice of your ſongs, have you 
„% likewiſe made a vow of chaſtity with 
« regard to the young wenches who live 
«« at inns upon the road?“ “ Certain- 
« ly,” anſwered he. ** Continence is 
« another thing on which I pique myſelf 
« in theſe ſort of places, where I mind 
«« nothing but my mules.” I was a little 
* aſtoniſhed to hear this phœnix of car- 
* riers talk in ſuch a manner; and look 
ing upon him as a man of honeſty and 
6 diſcretion, entered into a Converſation 
* with him after he had ſung his fall. 

.« We arrived at Illeſcas in the twi- 
light; where, alighting at the inn, I 
6-left the care of the mules to my com- 
© panion, and went into the kitchen, 
* where I ordered the landlord to pro- | 
cure a good ſupper. This he promifed 
to do to efftttually, that I ſhould re- 


* 
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member 1 had lodged at his houſe the 
1118 
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longeſt day I had to live. Aſk,” faid' 
he, * aſk your carrier whatſortof a man 
„Lam. Ecod1 I will defyall the cooks” 
„oft Madrid and Toledo to make an ofa 
% podrida comparable to thoſe that 1 
,*« compoſe. I will treat you this night 
« with a ragout of rabbit dreſſed in my 
© manner,' and you ſhall ſee whether or 
not I have reaſon to boaſt of my fill. 
'* Thereupon, ſhewing me a ſauce- pan, 
© wherein there was (as he ſaid) a young 
rabbit already. minced; “ There, 
* added he, is what 1 intend to give 
** you. When I have once put in ſome 
6 per „ſalt, wine, a handful of ſweet 
*© herbs, and other ingredients which 1 
d uſe in my ſauces, I hope to ſerve you 
ina little time with a ragout worthy of 
20 A judge.“ | * 

The landlord, after having thus 
© ſounded his own praife, began to dreſs 
* ſupper; and, while it was doing, 1 
* went into the hall, where, finding a 
* kind of couch, I lay down to fleep.off 
my fatigue, having had no reſt the 
© night before. In two hours the carrier 
© wakening me, ſaid, - * Maſter, your 
« ſupper is ready; come, if you pleaſe, 
« and ſit down at table.“ There was one 
© in another room, with two covers, at 
which my fellow-traveller and I fitting 
down, the ragout was ſerved. I at- 
* tacked it with a greedy appetite, and 
© found it of anexquilite reliſh, whether 
© hunger made me judge too favourable 
of it, or that my ſatisfaction was the 
© effeCt of the cook's ſkill. We had alſo 
© a plate of roaſt mutton ; and I remark- 

© ing that the carrier did honour to this 
© laſt diſh only, aſked; why he abſtained 
© from the other. He anſwered, with a 
© (mile, that he did not love ragouts. 
© This reply, or rather the ſmile with 
© which it was accompanied, ſeemed to 
me myſterious: ** You conceal,” ſaid 
, „ the true reaſon that hinders you 
« from eating the ragout ; pray, do me 
te the pleaſure of letting me know it.. 
Since you are ſo curious to know it,“ 
© he replied, ** I will tell you, that I 
have loathed all theſe forts of ragouts, 
« ſince, in going once from Toledo to 
« Cuenga, they brought me for ſupper, 
«© at an inn, an haſhed cat inſtead of a 
„rabbit, and that gave me a diſguſt at 
6 all fricaſſees.” | | 

The carrier had no: fooner | 

© theſe words, than, in ſpite of the hun- 
ger that devoured me, my 1 — for- 
;*fook me all of a ſudden. I took it in 
head that I had eaten of a prete 

it, and could no longer look at t 


'* ragout without making wry faces. My 


companion 


— 
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© companion did not cure me of this 
© conjecture, when he told me, that it 
© was a common thing among the inn- 
© keepers of . as well as the paſtry- 
* cooks, to ſubſtitute that quid pro quo. 
This diſcourſe, you ſee; was very con- 
* ſoling; and therefore I had not the 
© -Jeaſt inclination to return to the ragout, 
nor even to touch the roaſt meat, leſt 
tho mutton might be as much ſophiſti- 
© cated/as the rabbit, I roſe from table 
©curfing the ragout, the landlord, and 
his inn; and, lying dow again upon 
« my ſettee, paſſed the reſt of the night 
„more quietly than I had expected. 
Next nnorning early, after having paid 
* the landlord as handſomely as if I had 


two or three hundred piſtules, by the 
books of dogmatical morality which he 
„printed. The manner in which he 
'* compoſed: his works well deſerves ho- 
'* nourable mention. He ſpent almoſt 
© all the day in reading Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin authors, and in writing 
þ upon ſmall ſquares of paper each apo- 
thegm or brilliant thought which he 
met with. As theſe ſquares were 
filled, hie employed me to ſtring them 
upon wire, in form of a garland, and 
'* each garland made a volume. What 
vas moſt ſurprizing, he publiſhed theſe 
© his compilings as performances en- 
© tirely new; and) if the criticks thought 
proper to upbraid him with having 


© been extremely well treated, I depart-' 
«ed from Illeſcas, my imagination ſtill 
ſo full of the ragout;: that I fancied 
every animal which I ſaw was a cat: 
I arrwed in good tirge at Madrid, 
© where, as ſoon as 1 had ſatisfied my 
* carrier, I hired a ſmall room near the 
1 Sun-gate. Mine eyes, though accul- 
© tomed to quality, were dazzled by the 
great concourſe, of noblemen who 
© uſually appeared in the cuurt-end of 
the town. I admired the prodigious 
quantity of coaches, and the infinite 
number of gentlemen, pages, and lac- 
« quies, who attended the great. My 
admiration redoubled, when, going to 
* the King's levee, I beheld that monarch 
© ſurrounded by his courtiers. I was 
© charmed at the fight, and ſaid within 
* myſelf, I am no longer ſurprized at 
« what I have heard, that one cannot 
« poſſibly conceive the magnificence of 
« the court of Madrid, without being 
« an eve-witneſs of it: I am overjoyed 
« at my coming hither, where 1 foreſee 
4% ſhall be able to do ſomething.” 
© All that I could perform, however, 
© was to contract a few unprofitable ac- 
© quuaintances. I gradually ſpent al} my 
© money, and thought myſelt very lucky 
© in having an opportunity of beſtowing 
«myſelf with all my merit, upon a pe- 
* dant, of Salamanca, whom a family- 
* affair had brought to Madrid, where 
he was born, and with whom I grew 
© acquainted by accident. I became his 
© fattotum ; and when he returned to the 
© univerſity, followed him thither. 
© The name of my new patron was 
„Don Ignacio de lpigna. He: aſſumed 
© the Don, becauſe he had been pre- 
© ceptor to a duke who, by way ot re- 
* compence; ſertled- upon him a penſion- 
© tor life; he enjoyed another as emenatus 
© proteffor of the college; and he drew 
«*yca;ly from the public a revenue of 


* 


. 


- 
* 


' 
; 
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„Grenada, which being a conquered' 


© pillaged the ancients, he would anſwer 
* with moſt haughty aſſurance, ** Furto 
«© [eramur in ih%% 1; 5-1 | 
_ © He was alfo a great commentator ; 


- 


© and there was fu much erudition in 
„his annotations, that he frequently 


made remarks on things fcarce worthy 
to be obſerved: and ſometimes wrote 
* upon his paper-ſ{quares paſſages from 
« Heliod, and other authors, very little 
to the purpoſe. That I improved 
my. underſtanding in the ſervice of 
© this virtuoſo, it would be ungrateful- 
in me to deny. I brought my hand- 
writing to perfection by dint of tran- 
«* {cribing his works; and, as in treating 
* me like a pupil, rather than a valet, 
© he took care to cultivate my Capacity, 
© he was alſo far from neglecting my 
© morals... * Scipio,“ he would fay, 
« when he heard of any piece of knavery 
committed by a ſervant, “ beware, 
my child, of following the bad exam- 
« ple of that rogue; a valet 7A to 
ſerve his maſter with equal fidelity 
and zeal.” Ina word, Don Ignacio 
© loſt no occaſion of inculcating virtue in 
me; and his exhortations had ſuch 
* good eftect that I was never in the 
© leaſt tempted to play him a trick during 
* the. fifteen months which I ſpent in 


his houſe. ag $15.44: 
+ I have already obſerved, that Dr. 


de Ipigna was originally of Madrid, 


© where he had a kinſwoman called 
Catalina, chamber- maid to the prince's- 
© nurſe. This waiting-maid, who is 
the ſame whom 1 ſince made uſe of to 
rocure Signior de Santillane's en- 


c 
0 — from the tower of Segovia, 


; * being deſirous of doing a good office 


þ 


| 


* for.Dan Ignacio, engaged her miftrets' 
to aſkł a benefice for him from the duke 
of Lerma. That miniſter granted him 
n to the archdeaconry of 


© country, 
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„country, is in the gift of the king. 
We {et out for Madrid, as ſoon as we 
learned this piece of news, the doctor 
* intending to thank his benefactreſſes 
© before he departed to Grenada, I had 
© more than one opportunity of ſeeing , 
and ſpeaking: to Catalina, who was 
« pleaſed with my eily and gay diſpo- 
« fition. For my part, 1 found her ſo 
much to my liking, that I could not 
help making ſuitable returns to the 
0 little marks of . friendſhip which ſhe 
© beſtowed upon me. In fine, we con- 
« tracteda mutual attachment. Forgive 
this confeſſion, my dear Beatrice: as 
« I believed you falſe, that miſtake ought 
to ſcreen me from your reproaches. ” 
« Meanwhile Dr. Don Ignacio, pre- 
" paring for his departure to Grenada, 
© his relation and I, frightened at the 
* ſeparation that threatened us, had re- 
« courſe to an expedient which preſerved 
* us from that misfortune. . I feigned 
© myſelt ſick, complained of my head, 
and affected all the ſymptoms of a moſt 
violent diſtemper. My maſter called a 
* phyſician, who having examined me 
with care, ſincerely owned that my 
« diſtemper was a very ſerious matter; 
« and that, in all likelihoed, I ſhould 
keep my chamber a long time. i 
« The doctor, impatient to be at his 
* cathedral, did not think proper to de- 
© lay his departure, but took another 
young man into his ſervice, leaving 
me to the care of a nurſe, with whom | 
© he depoſited a ſum of money, to de- 
4 fray the expence of my funeral if I 
« ſhould die, or to recompence my ſer- 
vice if I ſhould recover of my diſeaſe. 
As ſoon. as I underſtood that Don 
Ignacio was gone, all my complaints 
vaniſhed. I got out of bed, diſmiſſed 
* my phytlician Sho had fo much pene- 
tration, and got rid of my nurſe, who | 
ſtoſe more than half vf the money with 
© which ſhe had been entruſted in my be- 
* half. Whilel1 acted this part, Catalina 
« performed another with her miſtreſs, 
© Donna Anna de Guerva, whotn, by 
« perſuading her that 1 was admirable 
in intrigues, ſhe induced to chooſel me 
© for one of her agents. Madach Nurſe, 
© whom her avarice always ſtimulated to 
© new undertakings, having occaſion for 
* ſuch people, received me into her 
© family, and in a little time put. my 
© abilities to the proof. She gave me 
© commiſſions which required ſome ad- 
©dreſs; and, without vanity, I did not 
© acquit myſelf amiſs: wherefure ſhe 


— 


was as well plenſed with me as l had 
cauſe to be diſſatisſied with her. This 
nenne YAY $: „„ „ 3 
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© lady was ſo covetous, that ſhe' would 
not allow me the leaſt ' ſhare of the 
fruits which ſhe. reaped from m 
induſtry and trouble. She imagitied, 
© that ſhe acted with great generoſity in 
© paying my wages punctually. This 
«exceſs of avarice would have foon in- 
« duced nie to quit her ſervice, had T'not 
© been retained by the affeftion of Cata- 
© hna, which kindling every day more 
© and more, ſhe propoſed, in a formal 
© manner, that I ſhould take kerto wife. 
; .* Softly, my dear,” faid I; * that 
** ceremony can't be performed between 
us ſo ſoon, I mult firſt be convinced 
{© of the death of a young woman, who 
got the ſtart of you, and to whom 
(for my fins) I am married,” —“ Not 
you, indeed,” replied Catalina; ** you 
„only fay ſo to conceal, in a polite 
„ manner, the reluctance you have to 
„ wed me. In vain did I proteſt that I 
* ſpoke the truth. She looked upon my 
© tincere confeſſion as a ſhift ; and, being 
* offended at it, changed her behaviour 
* towards me. We did not quarrel; 
* but our correſpondence viſibly cooled, 


and we no louger retained for one an- 


* other any other ſentiments than thoſe 
of decency and common regard. 
At this juncture, I heard that Sig- 
© hnior. Gil Blas de Santillane, ſecreta 
© to the prime-miniſter of the Spam 
« monarchy, wanted a lacquey; and this 
place flattered me the more, as it was 
« repreſented the moſt agreeable one 
* that 1 could ' poſſeſs.  ** Signior de 
„ Santillane,” ſaid people to me, “ is 
« a perſon beloved by the Duke of 
« Lerma, and of conſequence cannot 
« fajl of puſhing his fortune a great way: 
«« belides, he is very generous ; ſo that, 
% in managing his affairs, you will 
te effectually improve your own.” 
did not ae ts Open 
went immediately, and preiente 
ſelt to Signior Gil Blas, ber oom 
* firſt Gght Lfound a growing incliaation, 
and who admitted me into his ſervice 
on 'account' of my phyſiognomy. 1 
„did not hefrate on quittiog the nurſe 
for him; aud, if it pleaſe Heaven, 
aha be my laſt maſter.“ Lt 2957 
klete Seip finiſhed his hiſtory ; then 
addreſſing timfelf to me, * Signior de 
„Sant Hane,“ ſuid he, pray witneſs for 
me to theſe ladies, that you have al- 
ways found me a zealons and faithful 
* ſervant, 1 have need of your teſtimon 
to perſuade them that the ſon of Cof.. 
* colina has purged his morals, and that 
* virtuous ſentiments have ſutceeded his 
$ y1610U8 inclin aon.“ 9 541 87 
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Ves, ladies,” ſaid I, * this is what 1. 
can anſwer for: if Scipio, in his child- 
© hood, was a real picaro, he has correct. 
ed his conduct ſo well ſince that time, 
© that he is now the model of a perfect 
« ſervant. . Far from having cauſe. to 
blame his behaviour towards me I muſt 
< own that I lie under great obligations 
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"to him. The night on which I was 
* apprehended, to carried to the | 


d 4 


tower of Segovia, he ſaved from pil- 
lage and ſecured a part of my effects, 
* which he might have appropriated to 
* himſelt with impunity. , He not onl 
« preſerved my money, 55 alfo, throu 

* pure friendſhip, came and fhut himſelf 
up with me in priſon, preferring the 
« melancholy pleaſure of 2 my ſor- 
* rows to all the charms of liberty. 
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CHAP. 1. 


Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which is 
diſturbed by a melancholy event. Such 
changes happen at court, as induce San- 
tillane to go thather again. 


HAVE already obſerved, that there 

was great harmony betwen Antonia 
'and Beatrice; the laſt being uſed to 
| hive. like a ſubmiſſive waiting-woman, 
and the other habituating herſelf to act 
the miſtreſs. Scipio and I were huſ- 
bands of too much gallantry, and too 
well beloved by our wives, to be long 
without children: they grew pregnant 
almoſt at the ſame time. Beatrice, who 
was the firſt delivered, brought into 
the world a girl ; and a few days at- 


ter, Antonia crowned my happineſs in | 


poten. — a boy. I ſent my ſecre- 
tary to Valencia with this piece of news 
for the governor, who came to Lirias 
with Seraphina, and the Marchioneſs 
of Pliego, to ftand mothers to the 
children, being pleaſed to add this to- 
ken of affection to thoſe I had already 
received. My ſon, whoſe godfather 
and godmother were that nobleman 
and the marchioneſs, was chriſtened 
Alphonſo; and my lady governeſs, 
willing that 1 ſhould have the honour 
1 doubly her goſſip, ſtood with 
for Scipio's daughter, to whom we 
gave the name of Seraphina. 
+ [Nat only the people of my family 
were rejoiced at che birth ot my fon, 
the inhabitants of Lirjas likewiſe cele - 
brated it by feaſts x which, ſhewed that 
the whole village partook of their ma- 
ſter's pleaſure. But, alas l our rejoice 
Ings were not of long duration; or ra- 
ther, they were all of a ſudden. con- 
verted into groans, complaints, and la- 
mentations, by an event which more 
than twenay years have not been able to 
make me forget, and which will ever 
be preſent to my thoughts: my ſon 
died; and his mother, though” ſafely 
delivered, ſoon followed him; a violent 


1 


— 


| 


fever-robbed me of my dear wiſe, four- 


| 


| himſe 


teen months after we had been mar- 
ried | Let the reader conceive, if poſ- 
ſible, the ſorrow with which 1 was ſeiz - 
ed. I fell into a ſtate of ſtupid dejection; 
and felt my loſs ſo much, that I ſeemed 
quite inſenſible.. I was in this condi- 
tion five or ſix days, during which I 
would take no ſuſtenance ; and had it 
not been for Scipio, I believe I. ſhould 
either have let myſelf die of hunger, 
or have loſt my reaſon entirely ; Hue 
that dexterous ſecretary found means 
to —＋ my grief by conforming 
f to it; he made me ſwallow 
broths, by the art of preſenting them 
with ſuch a mortified look, as if he gave 
them, not ſo much with a view of pre- 


| ſerving my life, as of nurſing my afflic- 


tion. 1 
This affectionate ſervant having writ- 
ten to Don Alphonſo an account of my 
misfortune, and the deplorable ſitua- 
tion in which 1 was, that tender and 
compaſſionate nobleman, that generous 
friend, repaired immediately to Lirias: 
I cannot, without being melted, - recal 
the moment in which he preſented him- 
ſelf to my, view: My dear Santillane !” 
ſaid he, embracing me, I am not 
* come hither to conſole you I am 
* come to mourn with you for Antonia, 
© as you would mourn with me, bad 
© Fate.robbed me of my Seraphina.' In 
effect, he ſhed tears, and mingled his 
ſighs with mine: ſo that, overwhelmed 
ag I: was with ſorrow, I bad a lively 
ſenſe of Don Alphonſo's goodneſs... 

This governor having had a long con- 
ference with Scipio about the means of 
vanquiſhing my grief, they concluded 
that I muſt, for ſome time, be removed 
from Lirias, where every thing recalled 
inceſſantly. to my mind the image of my 
poor Antonia. Upon this, Don Cæſar's 
ſon propoſed to carry me with him to 
Valencia, and my ſecretary ſeconded 
him ſo well, that I yielded to his pro- 
— I left Scipio and his wife at m 

ſe, every part of Which, indee 

— 


. 
1 
. x 


ſerved only to increaſe my 


and ſet out with the governor. When 
I arrived at Valencia, Don Ceſar and 
his daughter-in-law ſpared . to 
divert my chagrin: they entertained me 
by turns with all the amuſements that 
ſeemed proper to diſpel it ; but, in ſpite 


of all their endeavours, I continued as 


much as ever plunged in the moſt pro. 
found melancholy. It was not Scipio's 
fault that I did not reſume my tranquil. 
lity : he came often from Lirias to Va- 
lencia, to know how T was, and return- 
ed ſad or gay as he perceived me more 
or leſs diſpoſed to receive conſolation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, 
c Sir,“ ſaid he, with great emotion, 
there is a report in the city which in- 
© tereſts the whole kingdom; it is ſaid 
* that Philip the Third is no more, and 
s that the prince his ſon is now upon 
© the throne<-nay more, ' added he, that 
* the Cardinal Duke of Lerma has loſt 
* his poſt ; that he is even forbid the 
court; and that Don Gaſpard de Guz. 
man, Count d'Olivarez, is now prime- 
s miniſter.” I felt myſelf agitated by 
this piece of news, without knowing 
wherefore; and Scipio perceiving it, 
aſked if I was any how affected by this 
great change. Why ſhould it affect 
« me, my child? ſaid I; „I have quitted 
4 the court, and ought ro look with in- 
1 difference upon all the changes that 

can happen there.“ 

For 4 man of your age, replied the 
ſon of Coſcolina, you are very much 
* detached from the world; were I in 
your place, F ſhould have a longing 
« deſire to ga to Madrid, and ſhew my 
© face to the young monarch, to ſee it 
* he would remember me: this is a plea- 
# ſure in which 1 would indulge myſelf.” 
—+* ͤ underſtand thee,” faid 1; thou 
* would have me return to court, and 
try Fortune anew, or rather to grow 
* ambitious and covetous again.“ 
Why ſhould your morals be corrupt- 
ed? anſwered Scipio: have more 
* confidence in your own virtue; I will 

* © anſwer for your conduct; the whole. 
« ſome reſlections which you made upon 


the court during your diſgrace. will 


* ſcreen you from the perils of it: re- 
' embark boldly upon a fea, the ſhebves 
© of which you are ſo well acquainted 
with.“ Peace, flatterer l'“ ſad Hz in- 
terrupting him with a ſmile; © art thou 


tired of ſeeing me lead a quiet life ?- 1 


$ thought thou hadſt a greater regard 

* for my repoſe.” | isa 43L 1 7 
In this part of our converſation, Don 

Ceſar and his ſon coming in, confirmed 

the news of the King's death, as well as 

7 of Lerma's mis fortune; they 
0. 83. 8 | 
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' moreover told me, that 1 


8 


having aſked leave to return to 

it was refuſed ; and he was ordered to 
repair to his marquiſate at Denia: then, 
as if they had been in concert with my 
ſecretary, they adviſed me to go to Ma- 

-drid, and preſent myſelf. to the new 


even done him ſuch ſervice as. the 
great * 8 pleaſuse. 
As for my * ſai Alphanſo, 
1 don't danke b x . 
© and that Philip the Fourth will bey 
the debts of the Prince of Spain. 


 Czfar; and look upon Saantillane's 
journey to court as an occaſion for 
him to arrive at great preferment.” 

-« Truly, gentlemen,” cried I, you 
© don't conſider what you ſay ; to hear 
you, one would think I had nothing 
to do but repair to Madrid, in order 
to have the golden key, or ſome go- 
© yvernment, conferred upon me: you 


| © are miſtaken; 1 am, on the contrary, 


© perſuaded that the king would take no 
notice of my perſon, were I te preſent 
* myſelf to his view: but L will do i 


The noblemen of Leyva took me at my 


that I would immediately ſet out for 
Madrid. As foon as my ſecretary ſaw 
me determined on the journey, he felt 
an immoderate joy: he imagined that I 
ſhould no ſooner appear before the new 
monarch than that prince would diſtin- 


with honours and wealth: there 
feeding his fancy with the moſt ſple 
chimeras, he raiſed me to the firſt offices 
of the ſtate, and preferred himſelf by 
the help of my elevation, | 
I got ready, therefore, to return to 
court; not with a view. of ſacrificing 
again to Fortune, but to ſatisfy Don 


| ſhould ſoon poſſeſs the ſavou of my 
ſovereign. True it is, I myſelf felt at 
bottom ſome deſire of trying if the 
young prince would know me again : 
attracted by this emotion of curiosty, 


without hope or deſign of reaping any 


advantage from the new reign, I de- 


parted with Scipio for Madrid, leaving 
the care of my houſe to Beatrice, whe 


was an excellent &conomiſt, 4.590 | 
124 CHAP. 11. | 
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Gib Blas arrives at Madrid, and appears af 
court ; the, king remenpers. — recam· 


, ham to e f ime-min er. Thi 
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ing, fince I was known to him, and 
L 


but he will be grateful; 


+1 am of the ſame opinion, ſaid; Don 


« if you defire, in order to diſabuſe you. 
word, and I could not help promiſing 


guiſh me in the crowd, and load me 


Czſar and his ſon, who imagined that 


ä — 


3¹⁴ 


— — 


XX E gained Madrid in leſs than 
eight days, Don, Alphonſo hav- 
zung accemmodated us with two of his 
deſt horſes; that we might make the 
greater diſpatch; and wealightedat a fur» 
niſhed houſe where I lodged before, be- 
longing to Vincent Forrero, my old land- 
lord, who was very glad to ſee me again. 
As this was a man who piqued him- 
ſelf upon knowig every thing that hap- 


pened, both at court and city, I aſked 


if there was any thing new; - A great 
many things,“ anſwered he : © ſince the 
death of Philip III. the friends and 
„ partizans of the Cardinal Duke of 
a — have beſtirred themſelves to 
maintain his eminence in the miniſtry; 
© but their efforts have been ineffectual : 
the Count d'Olivarez has got the bet - 
* ter of them all. It is ſaid, that Spain 
© loſes/nothing by the change, and that 
the new prime - miniſter has a genius of 
< fuch' vat extent, that he is able to 
'* govern th le world: Heaven pre- 
6 rwe bim What is certain,“ added 
he, is, that the people have conceived 
© the higheſt opinion of his capacity; 
and we ſhall ſec in the end, whether 
« the Duke of Lerma's palace is well or 
ill fupplied.* Fortero having thus 


n me an account of all the 
A 


nges which had been made at court 


 Firice the Count d'Olivarez ſteered the 


helm of the monarchy. | 

Two days after my arrival at Ma- 

arid; I went to court in the afternoon, 
and put myſelf in the king's way, as 
he went into his cloſet : but he did not 
look at me. I returned next day to the 
Same place, but was not more fortunate, 

The third time, he caſt his eye upon 
me as he paſſed, but ſeemed to take no 

notice of wy perſon; whereupon I came 

to a determination, and ſaid to Scipio, 

who accompanied me, Thou ſeeſt that 

the king does not. remember me; or, 
4 if he des, has no mind to renew the 

acquaintaince : I believe it will not be 

wamils for us to ſet out tipon our re- 

#turn to Valencia.“ Not ſo faſt, Sir,” 

replied my ſecretary ; * you know bet- , 
fer than I, that ſucceſs at court is 
«only to be obtained by patience : don't 
« ceaſe ſhewing yourſelf to the prince; 
* by dint of perſeverance in appearing 
before him, you will oblige hin 
© conſider you more N 4 and to 
« recognize the features of his agent 

« with the fair Catalina.“ 

That Scipio might have nothing to 
reproach me with, T had the complai- 
ſance to continue the ſame condut᷑t dur. 
ing three weeks ; and one day, at length, 
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the monarch, ſtruck with my appear- 
ance, ordered me to be calle 


in ; and 
I. entered. his cloſet, not without great 
diſorder, to fing myſelf; tte 4 tfte with 
my ſovereign. '* Who are you?” ſaid 
he; 5 I remember your face, but can 
© not recolle& where I have ſeen you,“ 
Sir, anſwered J, trembling, I had 
the honour to conduct your majeſty 
© one night, with the Count de Lemos, 
to the houſe, of ——,' Oh! Ire. 
member it, ſaid the prince, interrupt- 
ing me, you was ſecretary to the Duke 


of Lerma, and, if I am not miſtaken, 


your pame is Santillane. I have not 
© forgot that you ſerved me with abun- 
dance of zeal on the occaſion, and that 
you was very ill rewarded for your 
* pains: was not you impriſoned for 
that adventure?“ Yes, Sir,“ ſaid 1, 
I was fix months in the tower of Sego- 
* via, from whence your goodneſs de- 
© livered me.'— That.“ anſwered he, 
* does not acquit me of the obligation ; 
it is not enough to ſet you at liberty, 
« I ought to recompenſe you for the mil. 
«* fortune which you ſuffered for love of 
me.” - © # 

Juſt as the prince had pronounced 
theſe words, the Count d'Olivarez en- 
tered the cloſet. A favour e takes um- 
bridge at every thing: he was aftor.iſh+ 
ed to find a ſtranger there; and the 
king redoubled his ſurprize, in ſaying 
to him, Count, 1 recommend this 
young man to you; employ him in 
« ſome ſhape or other, and take care of 
his advancement.“ The miniſter af- 
fected to receive this order with a gra- 
cious look, eyeing me from head to 
foot, and very anxious to know who 
1 was. Go, friend,” ſaid the monarch 
to me, making a ſign for me to retire ; 
the count will not fail to employ you 
in an advantageous manner, both for 
my ſervice and your own intereſt.” 

I immediately quitted the cloſet, and 
re joined the ſon. of Coſcolina, who, ex- 
tremely impatient to know what the 
king had to ſay to me, remained in the 
utmeſt agitation. He aſked me forth- 
with, whether we muſt. return to Vas 
lencia or ſtay at court. Thou ſhalt 
judge,“ ſaid I: then I overwhelmed 
him with joy, in recounting to him, 
word 7 word, the: ſhort converſation 
which 1 had with the king, | My dear 
* maſter,” ſaid Scipio to me, when he 
heard it, will you diſtruſt my alma- 
* nacks again? Confeſs that the Lords 
* of Leyva: and 1 were not to blame 
in zxhorting you to take a trip to Ma” 
drid. I already ſee you in lome emi- 
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nent-poſt ; you will become the Cal - 
« deron# of Count d'Olivarez.'—* That 
is not all what I wiſh,” ſaid I, inter- 
rupting him; * I have no ambition 
« for a place which is eavironed with ſo 
many precipices. I wonld rather have | 
an employment in which 1 ſhould have 
© no occaſion to do injuſtice, or carry on 
* a ſhameful traffick of my prince's fa- ' 
« your : after the uſe I made of my. paſt 
*-credir, I cannot be too much upon my 
guard againſt avarice and ambition. 
Come, Sir,“ replied my ſecretary, the 
© miniſter will give you ſome good poſt, 
rhich you may fill without ceaſing to 
be an honeſt man.“ 5 | 
More -urged by Scipio than by my 
own cariofity, I went next day to the 
houſe of Count'd'Otivarez before ſun- 
riſe having been informed, that every 
morning, in ſummer and winter, he gave 
audience by candle-light. I modeſtly 
took my ſtation in the corner of the hall, 
from whence I narrowly obſerved the 
count when he appeared; for I'had but 
a ſuperficial' view of him in the king's 
cloſet : he was taller than the middle-fize, 
and might have paſſed for a fat manin'a 
country where we ſee none almoſt but 
lean, people; his ſhoulders were ſo high, 
that I thought him hunch-backed, though 
ke was not ſö; his head, which was ex- 
tremely large, hung down upon his 
breaſt : his hair was black and ſtraight, 
his viſage long, his complexion of an 
olive colour, his mouth ſunk in, and 
his chin peaked and turned upwards at 
the eng. 
All this together could not make a 
| handſome appearance; neverthe- 
leſs, as I believed him to be well diſ- 
poſed towards me, I looked upon him 
with a favourable eye, and even found 
him ——— True it is, he treated 
every body with an affable and pleaſant 


air, and very graciouſly received the 


memorials which were preſented to him; 
arid this ſeemed to ſupply the face'of a 
good perſon.” Meanwhile, when I ad- 


vanced in my turn to ſalute him, and 


make myſelf known, he darted a rude 


and threatening look at me; then turn 
ing his back, without deigning to hear 


me, returned into his cloſet. I now 
thought him more ugly than he was na- 
turally, went out oft 

confounded at ſuch an unfavourable re- 
ception, and did not know what to thiak 
of the matter. 2 Bet N ew. 

Having rejoi ipio, who wai 

for me — the door, Doft thou know, 


ſaid I, what reception I have met with?" 
"Np, anſwered he; but it is not 
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difficult to gueſs: the-minifler, ready» 


e hall very, much | 


to conform himſelf to. the 'iplegſure/v#- 
his prince, has doubtleſs offered n 
© ſome conſiderable employment; w— 
© There you are miſtaken! 1 'replied : 
telling him at the ſamt time in bat 
manner 1 had been received. Having 
liſtened attentively, he ſaid, The count 
© muſt fave forgot you, or miſtakdn'yauw 
for ſdmebody elſe; I adviſe yu to 
t on him again, and I am ſure he 
« will, treat you with another, ſort of 
look.“ I followed my -ſecretary's ad- 
vice, and preſented myſelf the ſecond 
time before the miniſter, he treated 
me ſtill worſe than at firſt, frownedat me 
as if the ſight of me had given him pain, 
turned his eyes another way, and — 
without ſpeaking one word 
1 was touched to the quick by his be- 
haviour, and tempted to depart imme- 
diately for Valencia: but this Scipio did 
not fail to oppoſe, being unwilling tore 
nounce the hopes which he con- 
ceived, . Doſt thou not ſee,“ ſaid I to 
him, that the count wants to remove 
me from court? The king has expreſſed 
© to him ſome regard for me, and that 
© is ſufficient to bring upon me the aver- 
« fion of his favourite: let us yield; my 
child, let us yield with a grace to 
the power ot᷑ ſucha formidable foe.%— 
Sir,“ anſwered he, incenſed againſt the 
Count d'Olivarez, I would not ſo eaſily 
« quit my ground; I would go and com- 
plain to his majeſty of the little regard 
* which the miniſter ſhe ws to his recom- 
« mendation.'— Bad counſel, myfriend1* 
ſaid 1: if I ſhould take thatiimpru- 
dent ſtep, I would foon repent-it; nay; 
© I believe, I run ſome riſque in tarry- 
* ing in this city.“ TE 1+ hh 
My ſecretary began to weigh theſe 
words; and conſidering that he had ac» 
tually to do with a man ho might make 
us reviſit the tower of Segovia, he par- 
took of my fear, and no longer oppoſed 
my deſire of quitting Madrid, from 
_— I reſolved to move the very next 
Yo : 19.47 8 A393! 4747 ii . 


C . A P. III. Mac 4 * 
Gil Blas is hindered from executiug his reſos 
lution to leave the court, and receives an 
in portant piece of ſervite from Joſeph 


, Navarro. F \ T 


my return to my lodging I met 
Of old friend Joſeph 14 
clerk of the kitchen to Don Balthazar 
de Zuniga.: I went up to him, ſaluted 
him, and aſked if he knew: me, and if he 


* 


would ſtill be ſo good as to ſpeak to a 
RT | wretch 


wretch mho had id his friendſhip 
with ingratitude. * You contefs, then,“ 
ſaid/he, © that you have not uſed me ex - 
weremely well?“ —“ Yes,” anſwered I ; 
and you have a ight to load me with 
re hes + I deſerve them all, if 1 
have not already expiated my crime by 
© the remorſe whichattended it. Since 
you have repented of your fault, re- 
plied Navarro, embracing me, 1 bought 
no longer to — I, on my 
art, hugged Joſeph in my arms; an 
po reſumed our forizer ſentiments for 
each other. l 44 
He had heard of my impriſonment, 
and the diſorder of my affairs, but was 
ignorant of what followed. I informed 
im of all, and even recounted to him 
the converſation I had with the King, 
not concealing the bad reception I had 
met with from the miniſter, no more than 
my deſign of retiring again to my ſoli- 
tude. * Beware of going thither,' ſaid 
he: ſince our monarch has expreſſed 
© a friendſhip for you, it muſt certainly 
© be of ſome ſervice; Between you and 
« me, the Count d'Olivarez has a very 
© ſingular -diſpoſition, and is full of 
6. whims : he ſometimes, as on this occa- 
© fjon, acts in a very unaccountable man- 
ner; and nobody but himſelf has the 
£.key of his irregular behaviour. In 
« ſhort, whatever reaſons he may have 
for receiving you in this manner, ſtick 
« cloſe to the buſineſs; he will not hin- 
s der you from profiting by the prince's 
bounty; this is what I aſſure you: I 
© will mention it this evening to Signior 
Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my maſter, 
ho is uncle to the Count &'Olivarez, 
« and' ſhares with him the cares of go- 
8 yvernment.* Navarro having told me 
this, aſked a direction to my lodging; 
and ſo we parte. 
It was not long before I ſaw him 


- 


again. Coming to me next day, Sig- 


* nior de Santillane,“ ſaid he, you have 
©. a protector in my maſter, who will fa- 
your you with his ſupport. On account 
« of the good character which I gave of 
you, he has promiſed to ſpeak in your 
C behalf to his nephew the Count d'Oli- 
«.varez, whom! op he will prepoſſefs 
© jn your favour.“ My friend Navarro, 
who-did not ſerve me by halves, intro- 
duced me two days after to Don Bal- 
thazar, who ſaid to me, with a courteous | 
look, Signior de Santillane, your friend 
« Joſeph ſpoke ſo well of you as to 
engage me in your intereſts.* I ma 
a profound bow to Signior de Zuniga; 
and anſwered, that I ſhould all my lie 


-havealively-ſeaſe of the obligation Tay | 


2 THE HISTORY. AND ADVENTURES OF _ 


under to Navarro; for havin 
tor me the protection of a miniſter w 
was juſtly ſtyled, the light of the council. 
| Don Balthazar, at this flattering reply, 
clapped me on the ſhoulder, faying, with 
a ſmile, * You may go again to- morrom 
to the levee of the Count d'Olivarez, 
© with whom you will be better ſatisfied 
than before.” | 
I appeared therefore the third time 
before the prime miniſter ; who, havi 
diſtinguiſhed me in the crowd, honou 

me with a ſmiling look, from whence 1 
conceived a — omen. This 
„well,“ faid 1 to myſelf the unc 

* has made the nephew hear reaſon” 
now expected a favourable reception, 
and my expectation: was fulfilled : the 
count, after having given audience to 
every body, ſent for me to his cloſet, 
where he (aid to me, with a familiar air, 
Friend Santillane, forgive me for hav- 
ing thrown thee into perplexity for 
* my diverſion ; I pleaſed myſelf with 
giving thee uneaſineſs, in order to tr 
thy prudence, and ſee hat thou would 
do in thy chagrin. I don't doubt that 
* thou thought'ſt I was diſpleaſed with 
* thee ; but, on the contrary, my child, 
I own 1 have a liking to thy perſon. 
Though the King, my maſter, had not 
© ordered me to take care of thyFortune, 
© I ſhould have done itthrough pure in- 
© clination. Beſides, my uncle, Don 
© Balthazar de Zuniga, to whom I can 
© refuſe nothing, has deſired me to look 
upon thee as one for whom he intereſts 
© himſelf : this is enough to determine 
* me in thy favour.* This declaration 
made ſuch a ftrong imprefſion upon 
ſenſes, that they were quite diſorde red. 
I threw myſelf at the feet of the miniſter; 
who, having bid me rife, went on in 
this manner: Come hither again this 
© afternoon, and call for my ſteward, 
* who will impart to thee the orders 1 
ſhall give him.“ So ſaying, his excel- 
lency went out to hear (maſs, as he 
uſually did every day, after — 
ven audience; and then repaired to 
king's levee, r 


CHAP. IV. FP) 

Gil Blas atquires ths love of the Count 4 OH. 
varez. | 

J Did not fail to return in the after- 
1 noon, and call for the fteward, whoſe 
name was Don Raymond Caporis. I 
no ſooner told him my name, than ſa- 


lutiag me with great demonſtrations of 
reſpect, © Signior,” aid he, follow me, 


| 


if you pleaſe ; Lwill:.conaduct,you-to p 


5 . 8 2 
the apartment which is deſtined for you 
in this houſe.” So ſaying, he carried 
me by a little ſtair to a range of five or 
fix rooms, which compoſed the ſecond 
ſtory of one wing of the houſe, and 
which were very plainly furnifhed. 
This, ' ſaid he, is the lodging which his 
grace ints for you; and here you 
« will have a table with ſix covers, mam: 
« tained at his expence. You will be 
« ſerved by his own domeſticks, and 
«there will always be a coach at your 
command. This is not all,“ added 
+ © his excellency has ordered me to 
treat You with the ſame reſpect as if 
© you was of the family of Guzman.“ 
— What the deuce is the meaning of 
« all this l' ſaic I to myſelf. How 
«am I to underſtand theſe diſtinctions? 
Is there not ſome miſchief at bottom? 
© ahd is it not for his diverſion that the 
© miniſter gives me ſuch honourable 
« treatment ?* While 1 was in this un- 
certainty, fl uctuating between hope 
and fear, a page came and told me, 
that the count wanted me. I went in- 
ſtantly to his grace, who being alone 
in his cloſet, * Well, - Santillane, * faid 
he; art thou ſatisfied with thy apart- 
ment, and the orders which I have 
« given to Don Raymond :“ —* The 
* goodaſs of your excellency,“ anſwered 
I, ſeems to be exceſlive; and I receive 
it with fear and trembling,—“ For 
« what reaſon ?? ſaid he. Can I do too 
much henour to a man whom the king 
« has recommended to my care? No, 
indeed; I do no more than my duty 
in treating thee in an honourable man- 
* ner; be not therefore ſurprized at 


« what 1 do for thee ; and be aſſured, 


that a ſolid and ſplendid fortune can- 
* not:eſcape thee, provided thou art as 
much attached to me, as thou watt to 
the Duke of Lerma. But, with regard 
to that nobleman,* added he, 1 have 
© been told that you lived in great fami- 
« liarity with him. 1 am curious to 
© know how you two became acquainted, 
and what employment you exerciſed 
under that miniſter : diſguiſe nothing; 
1 inſiſt upon hearing the whole truth.“ 
I then remembered my 


and in what manner I extricated my. 
ſelf; and this 1 iſed again very 
ſuc Uy: that is to ſay, in my nar- 
ration I ſoſtened the rough places, and 

fed'lightly over thoſe things which 
Si not much redound to my honour: | 

likewiſe ſpared the Duke of Lerma; 
though 
deutet pleaſed my hearer. As for. Don 


- 
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perplexity with! 
the Duke of Lerma in the ſame caſe, | 


L 


Rodrigo de Calderona, I guve him no 
quarter, but difcloſed all the fine ſtrokes 
which I knew he firack in the traffick 
of commanderies, governments, and 
benefices. ere t 
What you tell me of Calderona,” 
ſaid the miniſter, interrupting me, * is 
* conformable to ſeveral "memorials 
* which have been preſented againſt 
© him, and which contain heads of ac 
© cuſation ſtill more important. His 
* trial will ſoon come on; and if you 
« with his downfal, I believe your de- 
© fire will be fatisfied.'—4 I don't defire 
© his death,“ faid I; though it was not 
| © his fault that 1 found not mine in the 
tower of Segovia, where he was the 
© cauſe of my being impriſoned for a 
good many months.“ How t cried 
his excellency ; * was'Don Rodrigo the 
© cauſe of thy impriſonmeat ? this is what 
„ did not know. Don Balthagar, to 
© whom Navarro recounted thy hiftory, 
*told me that the late king 
© thee to be confined, as 4 'punifhment 
for having carried the prince of Spain 
* to a ſuſpected place in the night; but 
© I knew no more of the matter; and T 
* can't conceive what part Calderona 
© could play in the piece. The part 
© of a lover who revenges an -inj 
© received,” anſwered J. I then t 
him .the whole adventure; 'which he 
thought ſo diverting, that, grave as he 
| was, he could not help laughing, or ra- 
ther weeping with mirth. He was infi- 
| nitely rejoiced with Catalina, ſometimes 
niece, and ſometimes grand ter, 
as well as with the part which the Du 
of Lerma acted in the whole, 3 
When I had finiſhed my narration, 
the count diſmiſſed me, ſaying, that 
he would not fail in finding me ſome 
employment next day. I ran imme 
diately to the houſe of Zuniga, to thank 
Don Balthazar for his good offices, and 
4o tell my friend Joſeph how well I was 
with the prime-minifter, N 


| The private converſation which Gil Blas had 


buſineſs 10 


with Navarro, and the fer 
10 Count d Oli- 


which he was employed by 


Uarez. 


AS ſoon as I ſaw Joſeph, I told him, 
with ſome agitation, that I had a 
great many things to communicate; 


upon which he carried me to a private 
informed 


in doing otherwiſe I ſhould have | 


_ where, after having 
im of what had happened, I afked his 
opinion of the matter My 'opimion}? 
gaſwered he, is, hat yau are in the 
ea 


Alis pardona 
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* way of making a vaſt fortune: every 
* thing ſmiles upon you; you are agree» 
* able to the prime-miniſter; and another 
thing which may turn out to your ad- 
« vantage is, that I can do yon the ſame 
* ſervice' which you received from my 
© nncle Melchior de la Ronda, when you 
* firſt entered the family of the Arch: 
5 biſhop of Grenada. He ſpared yon 
the trouble of ſtudying. the prelate 
* and his principal” officers, - by diſ- 
- © clofing their different characters to 
* you at once: and I will, after his 
example, make you acquainted with 
the count; the counteſs his wife, and 
Donna Maria de Guzman, their only 
child. e gt * 

The miniſter has a quick-penetrat- 
ing genius, capable of forming grand 
* deſigns. He fets up for an univerſal 
* man, becauſe he has a ſmall tincture 
of every ſcience, and believes himſelf 
* able to decide in every _ He 
* imagines himſelf a profound lawyer, 
4 a great captain, and a moſt confum- 
* mate politician. Add to this, he is 
* ſo intoxicated with his own opinions, 
* that he always follows them rather 
* than thoſe of others, that he may not 
« ſeem beholden to the underſtanding of 
« any man. Between you and me, this 
defect may have ſtrange conſequences ; 
* from which Heaven preſerve the, mo. 
* narchy! He ſhines in the council by a 


* natural eloquence; and he would write 


* as well as he ſpeaks, if, in order to 
* dignify his ſtyle, he did not affect ex- 
«.preſſions which render it ſtiff and ob. 
* ſcure. He is, beſides, very whim- 
« fical, capricious, and chimerical: o 
„ much for his head: As to his heart, 
« he is gencrous and friendly. He is 
« ſaid to be vindictive; but what Spa- 
« niard is otherwiſe? He is alſo accuſed 
« of ingratitude,.in being the occaſion of 
22 the Duke d'Uzeda, and the 
4 Friar Lewis Aliaga, to whom, people 
« ſay, he had ou obligations: but this 
ble; the deſire of being 
« prime-minifter prevails over every 
other ſentiment. _ : 
Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaſco, 


* Counteſs of Olivarez,* continued Jo- 


ſeph, is a lady who has no fault that 
1 know, but that of ſelling her favours 
« at a high price. As for Donna Maria 
© de Guzman, who is, without contra- 
s diction, this day the richeſt match in 
© Spain, ſhe is an accomplithed you 

© Jady, and the idol of her father. Model 
© your behaviour accordingly ; be aſſi- 
« duous in making your court to thefe 


« two ladies; aad appear ſtill more de- 


| © voted to the Count d'Olvarez than 
you was to the Duke of Lerma, be fore 
© your journey to Segovia; in which. 
© caſe, you will certainly become a per- 
ſonage of rank and pouer. Gai: 
© 1 likewiſe adviſe you,“ added he, 
* to wait upon my maſter Don Baltha- 
Kar from time to time; though you 
© have no need of him for your ad- 
* vaiicement, don't neglet him; he 
© has a very good opinion of you at 
* preſent: preſerve his friendſhip ant 
| © eſteem, which may be of ſervice to 
| © you upon ſome occaſion or other. 
As the uncle and nephew,“ faid 1, 
are both concerned in the miniftry, is 
there no jealouſy between the two col- 
; * leagues ?'— “ On the contrary,” an- 
ſwered he, they live together ih the 
gresteſt harmony. Had it not been 
for Don Balthazar, the Count d'Oli- 
varez, perhaps, would not have been 
* prime-miniſter : for, in ſhort, after 
© the death of Philip 'the Third, all the 
© friends and partizans of the houſe of 
* Sandoval exerted themſelves very 
© much, ſome in favour of the cardinal, 
| * and others in behalf of his ſon ; but 
* my maſter, who was the moſt ſubtle 
© among the courtiers, and the count, 
as cunning as he, broke all their mea- 
* fures, and took ſuch effeftual ſteps to 
© ſecure that place, that their antagoniſts 
were quite foiled. The Count d' Oli- 
© yarez, when he became miniſter, ſhared 
© the adminiſtration with his uncle Don 
© Balthazar, to whom he left the care 
of foreign aftairs, reſerving all domeſ- 
© tick concerns to himſelf: ſo that, by 
* theſe means, ſtrengthening the ties of 
© friendſhip, which ought naturally 10 
© unite perſons of the fame blood, theſe 
two noblemen, independent of one an- 
other, live in ſuch good correſpond- 
| © ence as to me ſeems unalterable.“ 
Such was the converſation 1 had with 
Joſeph, by whoſe information I hoped 
th profit: after which J went to thank 
Signior de Zuniga for his goodneſs to- 
wards me. He teld me very politely, - 
that he would ſeize every octaſion of be- 
friending me, and that he was very glad 
to find me ſatisfied with his nephew, to 
whom, he affured me, he would ſpeak 
again in my favour ; reſolving at leaſt, 
he faid, to convince me, that he kad my 
welfare at heart, and that, inſtead of one 
atron, I had two. It was'thus that 
on Balthazzar, out of friendſhip fer 
3 intereſted. himſelf in my be- 
That very evening I quitte& my hired 
| room, to go and lodge at the prime- 
miniſter's 


— — 


— 


GIL BLAS OF /SANTILLANE!' 379 
CEC '0 — — —— — 
miniſter*s houſe, where I ſupped with | ruined. I then demonſtrated the faults 
Scipio in my own apartment. There committed by thoſe who had governed 
we: were lerved by the domeſticks of | the ſtate, under tlie laſt reign, and the 
the family, who, while we eat our | terrible conſequences which might pro- 
victuals with an affected gravity, laugh- | ceed from theſe faults. In ſhort; I re- 
ed, perhaps, within themſelves, at the | preſented the monarchy in danger, and 
re ſpect which they were eommanded to | fo ſharply cenſured the former miniſter, 
ſhew. When the table was uncovered, | that, according to my memorial, the lofs 

nd they- were retired, my ſecretary, | of the Duke of Lerma was a great hap- 
* aſide his conſtraint, ſaid a thou- | pineſs for Spain. To ſay the truth, 
ſand diverting things, .which his gay though I harboured no reſentment a- 
diſpoſition and ſanguine hopes inſpired. | gainſt that nobleman, I was not ſorry 
As for me, although overjoyed at the | to do him this good office. Such is the 
brilliant ſituation in which I ſaw my- diſpoſitjon of man! | | 
ſeif, 1 felt myſelf no longer diſpoſed to In fine; after a frightful picture of the | 
be dazzled by it; but, going to bed, | misfortunes which threatened Spain, I 4 
fl-pt ſoundly, without giving way to the | eacouraged the minds of the people, by * 
agreeable ideas with which I might | making them conceive fair hopes of the 1 
have entertained my fancy ; whereas | future. I made the Count. d'Olivarez 
the ambitious Scipio enjoyed little re- ſpeak like a ſaviour ſent from heaven 
| ſe, but paſſed half of the night in | for the ſalvation of the ſtate ; I promiſed 
oarding up money for the portion of | mountains and miracles: in a word, I 
his daughter Seraphina. | entered ſo well into the views of the 
I had ſcarce got on my clothes next | new miniſter, that he ſeemed ſurprized 
morning, when I was ſent for by his | at my performance; which when he had 
race; who, when I came before him | read to an end, * Santillane,” ſaid he, Ni 
id to me, Well, Santillane ; let us | * doſt thou know that thou haſt com- x 
a * ſee a ſpecimen of what thou can do. | * poſed a morſel worthy of a ſecret 1 
£ Thou ſayeſt the Duke of Lerma em- | * of ſlate? I am not ſurprized that the 1 
© ployed thee in abridging memorials: | Duke of Lerma employed thy pen; 3 
* have got one, which I intend for © thy ſtyle is conciſe, and even elegant; 
« thy firſt eſſay. The ſubject of it is | but I think n is a little too natural. 
« this : it muſt be a performance to | He then pointed cut the places which 
pre poſſeſs the publick in favour of-my | were not to his taſte, altering them with 
© miniſtry. 1 have already privately | his own hand; and I perceived, by his 
« ſpread a report, that I found affairs | corrections, that he loved (as Navarro 
in very great diſorder: the bulineſs | had told me) obſcure and far-fetched 
therefore is to expoſe to the eyes of | expreflions. Nevertheleſs, though he 
both cour and city the miſerable con | was reſolved to have nobleneſs, or ra- 
dition to which the monarchy is re- | ther conceits,' in his diction, he pre- 
«* duced. We muſt, on this ſubject, | ſerved+two-thirds of my work; and, to. 
draw a picture which will ſtrike. the | ſhew how well he was fatisfied with my 
« people, and hinder them from regret- | capacity, ſent io me, by Don Raymond, 
ting the loſs of my predeceſſor. After | three hundred piſtoles, as a deſert at 
that, you muſt extol the meaſures | dinner. N eee eee, 
« which I have taken to 8 his C HAP, VI. | 
« majelty's reign glorious, his dominions The wſe to which Gil Blas gers bis three 3 
k IO 4 een * * a * piſtoles; and 2 rote to Scipio. ; 
His grace, having ſpoke in this man- 2 | 27 wereſs. of ths 1 
ner, gave me a paper, containing the | A | Ps > 
juſt cauſes the nation had to complain 2) 9 5 ſavour of the miniſter furuiſh. 
of the preceding adminiſtration, ſum- ][ 1 ed Scipio with a new opportunity 
med up in ten articles; the leaſt of }, of 'congyatilating my return to court. 
which, I remember, was ſufficient: to] Vou ſee,“ ſaid he, that Fortune has 
alarm all good Spaniards: then ſhutting ] great deſignus in your favour. Are 
me in a cloſet adjeining/ to his own, he you now ſorry for having quitted your 
left me to work at r I began | ſolitude? Long life to the Count 


„ 


* 
% 


to compoſe my memorial as well as I | © d'Olivarezl he is quite another ſort 
could. I firſt of all deſcribed the bad | * of a patron than his predeceſſor. The 
condition of the kingdom, the finances | Duke of Lerma, though you was ſo 
exhauſted, the royal revenue engroffed much attached to him, allowed you to 
by partizans, and the marine entirely I languiſh ſeveral months, without give 
"4x4 : ing 
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ing you one piſtole ; whereas the count 
has already beſtowed upon you a grati- 
© fication which you could not have ex- 
* pected till after long ſervice. 

« |. wiſh,” added he, * that the Lords 
© of Leyva were witneſſes of the happi- 
- © nefs which you enjoy, or at leaſt made 
s acquainted with it. It is time, in- 
© deed, for them to know it,* anſwered 
I; © and I was juſt going to talk to thee 
© about the matter. I don't doubt that 
© they are extremely impatient to hear 
from me; but I waited until I ſhould 
« ſee myſelf ſettled in ſome ſhape or 
© other, and be able to inform them 
© politively whether or not I ſhould ſtay 
* at court. Now that I am fixed, thou 
© mayeſt ſet out for Valencia when thou 
© wilt, to inform thoſe noblemen of my 
* preſent ſituation, which I look upon as 
© their own work, ſince it is certain, 
that, had it not been for them, 1 ſhould 
© never have determined upon my jour- 
« ney to Madrid.'—* My dear maſter, 
eried the ſon of Coſcolina, how happy 
will they be when I recount to them 
* what has happened to you! would I 
* were already at the gates of Valencia! 
« but I ſhall be there very ſoon. Don 
4 Alphonio's two horſes are ready: I 
« will ſet out immediately with one of 
© his grace's lacquies; for, beſides that 
1 ſhall be glad of a companion on 
© the road, you know people will be 
* dazzled by the livery of the prime- 
* miniſter.” 

I could not help laughing at the ridi- 
culous vanity of my ſecretary, though, 
vainer ſtill perhaps than he, I let him 
do as he deſired. Go, ſaid I; * and 
t return as ſoon as poſlible; for I have 
© another commiſhon to give thee : thou 
* muſt go to the Aſturias with money 
for my mother. I have, through neg- 
« ligence, let the time paſs, on which 1 
* promiſed to remit an hundred piſtoles 

to her, and which you undertook to 
deliver with thy own hand. Theſe 
fort of promiſes from a ſon onght to 
© be ſofacred that I upbraid mvſelf with 
my want of punctuality.—“ Sir,” an- 
ſweted Scipio, in fix weeks 1 will 
* bring vou an account of both theſe 
© eemmiſſions ; I will converſe with the 
© Lords of Leyva, make a tour to your 
© country- houſg, and reviſit the city of 
© Oviedo, which 1 never remember 
« without wiſhing three-fourths and a 
© half of it inhabitants at the devil.“ 
Upon this, I counted out to the fon of 
Coyſcolina one hundred piſtoles for my 
mother's penſion, with an hundred more 


for h mlelt, that he might agreeably | 


| 


perform the lon 
undertaken, | ; 

A few days after his departure, the 
count ſent our memorial to the preis; 
and it was no ſooner” publiſhed than it 
became the ſubject of all converſation 
in Madrid. The people, always friends 
| to novelty, were charmed with the per- 
formance. The low ebb of the finances, 
which was painted in lively colours, in- 
cenſed them againſt the Duke of Lermaz 
and if the ſtrokes of the quill, which 
that miniſter. received, were not ap- 
plauded by every one, at leaſt they met 
with abundance of approbation. 
| As for the magnificent promiſes made 
by the Count d' Olivarez, and, amon 
others, that of defraying the nationa 
expence by a prudent economy, with - 
out incommoding the ſubjects, they daz- 
zled the citizens in general, and con- 
firmed them in the grand opinion which 
they had already entertained of his ca- 
pacity ; fo that the whole city echoed 
with his praiſe. | 

That miniſter, - overjoyed to ſee the 

accompliſhment of his aim, which in 
that publication had been to acquire the 
publick affection, was reſolved to de- 

ſerve it effectually, by a commendable 


g journey which ne had 


action, which ſhould be ſerviceable to 
the king. For this purpoſe he had re- 
courſe to the invention, of the Emperor 
Galba; that is, to make thoſe who had 
enriched themſelves, the Lord knows 
how, in the adminiſtration of the fi- 
nances, regorge their wealth. When 
he had drawn from thoſe Iteches the 
blood which they had ſucked, and filled 
the coffers of the king, he undertook to 
preſerve it, by ſuppreſſing all penfions, 
not even excepting his own, as well as the 
gratifications that were given out of the 
king's exchequer. To ſucceed in this 
deſign, which he could not execute 
without changing the face of govern. 
ment, he employed me in compoſing a 
| New memorial, the ſubſtance and form 
of which he dictated. He they en- 
joined me to riſe as much as I could 
above the ordinary ſimplicity of my ſtile, 
and give more dignity to my expreſſions. 
Enough, my lord,“ ſaid 1; © your ex- 
© cellency ſhall have the ſplendid and ſub- 
© lime which you defire.” I ſhut myſelf 
up in the ſame:cloſet where I had com- 
poſed the firſt, and there went to work, 
after having invoked the eloquent ge- 
nius of the Archbiſhop of Grenada. 

I began by repreſenting, that we 
could not be too careful in preſerving 
the money which was in the treaſury 


| 


and which ought to be employed * 
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the emergencies of the ſtate, as being 


a ſacred fund, reſerved on purpoſe to 


\ keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Ihen 
I demonſtrated to the king (for the me- 
morial was addrelled to him) that, in 
taking away all the penſions and gratigß- 
cations with which the revenue was [ad- 
. dled, he could not, for all that, deprive 
himſelf of the pleaſure of rewarding 
thoſe ſubjects who ſhould deſerve his fa- 
vour ; ſince, without touching his trea- 
ſure, he was in a condition to beſtow 
upon them great recompences : that for 
ſome he had vice-royalties, govern- 
ments, orders of knighthoo411, and mili— 
tary employments; for others, com- 
manderies, and penſions upon them, 
titles, magiſtracies ; and, in fine, all ſorts 
of benefices for thoſe who are conſecrat- 
ed to the church. 

This memorial, which was much 
longer than the firſt, took me up near 
three days; and Jnckily I compoſed it 
to the taſte of my maſter ; who, find- 
ing it written with emphatis, and ſtuffed 
with metaphors, loaded me with ap- 
plauſe. I am very well ſatisfied with 
« this,” ſaid he, pointing to the moſt tu- 
mid places; © thele are well- ſtamped ex- 
« preſſions. Courage, friend; I foreſee 
that thou wilt be of great ſervice to 
me.“ Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the 7 2 
plauſe of which he was ſo prodigal, he 
did not fail to retouch the memorial. 
He inſerted a good deal of his own, and 
compoſed a piece of eloquence which 
charmed the king and the whole court. 
The city joined it's approbation, and 
conceived a happy omen of the future ; 
and flattered itſelf, that the monarchy 
would reſume it's ancient luſtre under 
the miniſtry of fuch a great man. 

His excellency, ſeeing that this piece 
did him a great deal of honour, was wil- 
ling that 1 mould reap ſome fruit from 
it, in conlideration of my ſhare in the 
compolition : he accordingly beſtowed 
upon me a penſion of five hundred 
crowns upon the commandery ot Caſtile; 
which was the more agreeable to me, as 
it was not wickedly though ealily got. 


CHA P. VII. ' 


By what accident, in what place, and condi- 
tion, Gil Blas found h:s friend Fabricio; 
and the converſation that paſſed between 
them. | 


OTHiNG gave more pleaſure to 
N the count, than to know the opi, 
nion which the people of Madrid had of 
his conduct in the miniſtry, He aſked 
me every day, what people ſaid of him; 
No. 84. 
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and even maintained ſpies, who brought 
him an exact account of what patled in 
the city. They reported to him every 
word which they heard; and, as he or- 
dered them to be ſincere, his l[elf-love 
ſuffered ſometimes; for the people have 
an intemperance of tongue which has 
no reſpect of perſons. 

When I perceived that he was pleaſed 
with theſe reports, I employed myſelf 
every afterncon in going to publick 
places, and joining converſation with 
good company. Whey they ſpoke of 
the government, I liſtened with atten- 
tion; and if they ſaid any thing that 
deſerved to be retold to his excellency, 
I did not fail to inform him of it: but 
it muſt be obſerved, that I never re- 
ported any thing which was ſpoke to 
his prejudice. 

One day, as I returned from one of 
thoſe places, paſſing by the door of an 
hoſpital, 1 telt an inclination to enter. 
I walked through two or three wards 
full of ſick people a- bed, and ſurveyed 
every thing around me. Among theſe 
unfortunate people, whom I could not 
behold without compaſſion, I was ſtruck 
with the appearance of one, who, I be- 
lieved, was my old friend and comrade 
Fabricio. That I might have a more 
diſtinct view of him, I approached his 
bed ; and, having no longer any reaſon 
to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez, 
ſtopped a few minutes to conſider him, 
without ſpeaking ; while he, recollect- 
ing me allo, eyed me in the ſame 
manner. At length, breaking ſilence, 


Sure, ſaid I, my eyes deceive me! 
ais this actually Fabricio whom I meet 


© in this place l'! The very ſame, ' an- 
{wered he coldly: and thou haſt no 
© cauſe to be ſurprized at it. Since I 
© left thee, I have ever exerciſed the 
* buſineſs of an author: I have com- 
© poſed romances, comedies, all kinds 
© of works of genius; I have run m 
race, and am now at the hoſpital.” 

I could not help laughing at theſe 
words, and ſtill more at the ſerious air 
with which they were pronounced. 
© How Y cried I; © has the Muſe brought 
© thee to this place? hath ſhe played 
« thee this villainous trick ?“. Thou 
« ſeeſt it is ſo,* he replied: this houſe 
© is the retreat of many a wit. Thou 
© haſt done well, my child, to take ano- 
ther road; but methinks thou art no 
© longer at court, and the face of th 
« affairs is changed: nay, I remember 
to have heard, that thou waſt impri- 
© ſoned by order of the king. True,“ 
ſaid I, the charming lituation in which, 

$ 2 I was 


[was, when we parted, in a little 
© time after was followed by a reverſe of 
„fortune, which. robbed me of my 
wealth and. liberty: nevertheleſs, my 

friend, thou ſeeſt me again in a more 

. * flouriſhing ſtare than ever.“ —“ That 

is unpoſſible cried Nunnez; thy 
© apparel is frugal and plain; and thou 
© haſt not that vain and inſolent air 

- © which proſperity uſually gives.* -—— 

_ © Misfortune,” anſwered I, © hath puri- 
© fied my virtue; and I have learned, in 
the ſchool of adverlity, to enjoy riches 
„with moderation.” 


© Tell me then,” cried Fabricio, ſtart- 


ing up in @ tranſport, * what may be 
thy employment? what buſineſs doſt 
© thou follow ? art thou not ſteward to 
* ſome ruined. grandee, or opulent wi- 
* dow?*—* I have a raph ae re- 
plied; but thou muſt diſpenſe with 
my telling thee more at preſent: I will 
< ſatisfy thy curioſity another time. 1 
will now only let thee know, that I am 
* in a condition to aſhſt thee, or rather, 
to make thee eaſy for life, provided 
thou wilt promiſe to write no more 
works of genius either in verſe or 
* proſe, Doſt thou feel thyſelt capable 
of making ſuch a ſacrifice to me ?'— 
I have already. made it to Heaven, 
ſaid he, during a ſevere diſtemper of 
« which I am juſt cured. A Dominican 
father has made me abjure poetry, as 
© an amuſement which, it not criminal, 
at leaſt diverts the mind from the pur- 
«© ſuit of wiſdom and virtue.“ 
__ © I congratulate thee, my dear Nun- 
© nez,* anſwered I : but beware of a 
« relapſe.'—* That I am in no fear of,” 
he reſumed : * 1 am firmly reſolved to 
' £ abandon the Muſes; and, when thou 
« cameſt into the ward, was juſt com- 
+ poſing, an eternal adieu to them in 
© verſe. '—* Mr. Fabricio,” ſaid 1, ſhak- 
ing my head, I don't know it the 
13 and 1 dare truſt to your 


* chanted by theſe learned damſfels I'— 
No, no] anſwered he; 1 have broke 
© off all connection with them; nay, 
more, I have conceived an averſion 
tor the publick, who does not de- 
© ſerve that authors ſhould conſecrate 
their works to it: I ſhould be furry 
if 1 could produce any thing that 
« would pleaſe it. Don't imagine, con- 
tinued he, * that this language is dictated 
* by paſſion: I ſpeak in cold blood. I 
«equally deſpiſe the applauſe and hiſſes 
© of the publick, which. one does not 
know how to manage. It is ſo capri- 


— 
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* cious, that it does not think two days 
* one way, What fools are thoſe dra- 

* matick writers who are vain of the 
* ſucceſs of their performances] What- 
* ever noiſe they make by their novelty, 
* if they are brought upon the ſtage 

twenty years atter, they are fox 
the moſt part very ill received. The 

* preſent generation taxes the paſt with 

© want of taſte, and it's determinations 
* are contradicted by thoſe of the next; 

from whence I concluded, that thoſe 
authors who are now applauded, will 

de hiſſed by poſterity. it is the ſame 

* thing. with regard to romances, and 
* other amuling books, which, though 
* at firſt they meet with general appro- 

* bation, inlenſibly ſink into contempr. 

That honour, therefore, Which we 
* reap from the good ſucceſs of our 
* works, is nothing but a mere chimera, 
© an illuſion of the brain, a fire of ſtraw 

* which evaporates in ſmoke.” 

Though I was well convinced that the 
Aſturian poet ſpoke this from paſſion 
only, I did not ſeem to perceive it; 
but ſaid to him, I am overjoyed to 
find thee diſguſted with the belles 
lettres, and radically cured of the rage 
© of writing. Be aſſured that I will im- 
* mediately procure for thee an employ - 
ment in which thou mayeſt enrich thy- 
* ſelf, without being at a great expence 
© of genius.'—* So much the better!” 
cried he. Genius ſtinks in my noſtrils, 
and I now look upon it as the moſt 
fatal preſent that — can beſtow 
© upon man.'—* I wiſh, my dear Fa- 
bricio,“ I replied, * that thou mayeſt 
* ſtill preferve theſe ſentiments; If you 
* perſiſt in your reſolution to quit poetry, 
« | repeat it, I will foon procure for 
*thee an honourable and lucrative poſt ; 
* but until I can do thee this ſervice," 
added I, giving him a purſe of ſixty 
piſtoles, © pray accept of this ſmall token 


| of my friendſhip.“ 
t abjuration, you ſeem fo furiouſly en- 


O generous friend cried the ſon 
of Barber Nunnez, tranſported with 
gratitude and joy; * what thanks do I 
* owe to Heaven for bringing thee into 
this hoſpital, which I will leave this 
* very day by thy aſſiſtance!' And he 
actually ordered himſelf to be tranſ- 
ported into a hired lodging: but, be- 
fore we parted, I told him where I 
lived, and invited him to come and ſee 
me, as ſoon as he ſhould be perfectly re- 
covered. He feemed extremely ſur- 


.prized, when I told him, that I lodged 


in the houſe. of the Count d'Olivarez. 
Thrice happy Gil Blas,“ ſaid he, 
* ' 2 _ *whole 


- 


- 


* whoſe fate it is to be a miniſter's fa- 
* vourite | I rejoice at thy good fortune 
« ſince thou uleit it ſo well.“ 


C HAP. VIII. 


Gil Blas becomes more and more beloved by 
his maſter. Scipio returns to Madrid, 
and groves an account of kts journey to 
Santillane. 

HE Count d*Olivarez, whom 
henceforth I ſhall call the count 


duke, becauſe the king was pleaſed 
about this time to honour him with that” 
title, had a foible which 1 diſcovered | 


very much to my own advantage; and 
this was, a deſire of being beloved. As 
ſoon as he perceived that any one at- 
tached himſelf to him through inclma- 
tion, he immediately conceived a friend- 
fhip for that adherent. 

T took care not to neglect this ob- 
ſervation. 


barely doing what he commanded; I 
executed his orders with ſuch demon- 
ftrations of zeal as quite won his heart, 
I ſtudied his taſte in all things, that I 
might conform myſelf to it; and an- 
ticipated his deſires as much as 1 
could, 

By this conduct, which ſeldom fails 
of ſucceſs, I inſenſibly became the ſa- 
vourite of my maſter, who, on his part, 
as I myſelf had the ſame foible, gained 
my whole ſoul, by the marks of af- 
fection which he beſtowed upon me; 
and I infinuated myſelf ſo far into his 
favour, that I at length ſhared his con- 


fidence with Signior Carnero, his chief 


ſecretary. 

Carnero had practiſed the ſame me- 
thod of being agreeable to his excel- 
tency; and ſucceeded fo well, that he 
was intruſted with the myſteries of the 
cabinet. That ſecretary and 1 were the 
two confidents of the prime-miniſter, 
and the depoſitories of his fecrers; with 
this difference, that he ſpoke to Carnero 
of nothing but ſtate affairs, and con- 
verſed with me on his own private con- 
cerns only: by theſe means, making as 
it, were two ſeparate departments, with 
which we were both equally ſatisfied, 
we lived together without jealouſy, as 
without friendſhip. I had cauſe to be 
- pleaſed with my ſttuation, which giving 
me continual opportunities of being with 
the count-duke, I was always at hand 
to obſerve the very bottom of his ſoul; 
which he, though naturally difſembling, 
ceaſed to conceal from me, when he no 
longer doubted the ſincerity of my at- 
tachment, „ee 89 N. | 
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| was not contented with 
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« Santillane,* ſaid hie to me one day, 
thou haſt ſeen the Duke of Lerma en- 
joy an authority which looked more 
* like the power of an abſolute monarch 


| © than that of a favourite miniſter : ne- 


© vertheleſs, I am ſtill more lucky than 
© he was, even at the higheſt point of 
© his fortune. He had tw] formidable 
enemies in the Duke d'Uzeda his own 
* ſon, and in the confeſſor of Philip the 
© Third, whereas I ſee not one perſon 
© near the king, who has credit enough 
to hurt me, nor even one whom I ſu- 
ſpect to be my foe, '- KS 
© It is true, indeed,“ continued he, 
that when I came to the miniſtry, I 
* ſuffered none to be near the prince, 
* but thoſe who were connected- with 
me, either by blood or friendſhip. 1 
have by vice-royalties or embaſſies 
c got rid of all thoſe noblemen who, 
© by their perſonal merit, might have 
© acquired Gs portion of my ſovereign's 
© favour, which I was refulved entirely 
to poſſeſs : ſo that I may now ſafely 
© ſay, no great man takes umbrage at 
© my credit. Thou ſeeſt, Gil Blas, ad- 
ded he, that 1 diſcloſe my heart to 
© thee. As I have reaſon to think thee 
«© entfrely devoted to me, I have choſen 


© thee for my confident. Thou doſt not 


want underſtanding; art, I believe, 
* modeft, prudent, and diſcreet; in a 
© word, thou ſeemeſt proper ſor execut- 
© ing twenty ſorts of commiſſions, which 
© require a young man of extenſive un- 
* derſtanding, who is at the ſame time 
© in my intereſts.” | | 
I was not proof againſt the flattering 
images which theſe words raiſed in my 
imagination, Sume vapours of avarice 
and ambition mounted into my brain, 
and awaked in me thoſe Tentiments 
over which 1 thought 1 had gained a 
complete triumph. I proteſted to the 
miniſter, that 1 would an{wer his inten- 
tions with all my power: and 1 kept my-' 
ſelf 1eady to execute, without ſcruple, 
all the commiſſions with which he ſhould 
think proper to truſt me. + 3 
While 1 was thus diſpoſed to/raiſe 
new altars © Fortune, Scipio, return - 
ing from his journey, ſaid, “ I have not 
© a tedious narration to make, The 
Lords of Leyva were charmed when 1 
told them the reception you met with 
from the king, when he knew you, 
© and with the behaviour of the Count 
« 'Olivarez.? Had? 
Here 1 interrupted Scipio, ſaying; 
* You would have given them {till more 
© pleaſure, my friend, could you have 
told them on what footing I am now 
$$ 2 with 
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* with his grace. The rapidity of the 
* progreſs which I have made in his ex- 
* cellency's heart ſince thy departure is 
© altogether prodigious.“ God be 
* praiſed, my dear maſter!* anſwered 
he; l foreſee that a ſplendid deſtiny 
« awaits us. Let us wave this ſubject,” 
ſaid I, and talk of Oviedo. Thou haſt 
© been at the Aſturias ; in what condi- 
tion didſt thou leave my mother i'— 
Ah, Sir!“ he replied, aſſuming all of a 
ſudden a melancholy look, I have no- 
thing but afflicting news for you from 
© that quarter.'—* 0 Heaven! cried 1, 
* my mother is certainly dead.'—* Six 
months ago,“ ſaid my ſecretary, * the 
good lady paid the tribute of nature, as 
well as your uncle Signior GilſPerez.' 

I was deeply affected with my mo- 
ther's death, although in my infancy 
I had never received from her thoſe ca- 
reſſes which are neceſſary to make chil- 
dren grateful in the ſequel. 1 likewiſe 


paid thoſe tears which J owed to the. 


good canon, for the care he had of my 
education. My grief, indeed, did not 
laſt long, but ſoun mellowed into a 
tender remembrance which I have al- 
ways preſerved of my parents. 


CGH AP. IX. 


How and to whom the count dule married 
his only daughter, with the bitter fruits 
which that marriage produced. 


OON after the return of Coſcolina's 
ſon, the count duke fell into a pro- 


found reverie, in which he remained for- 


the ſpace of eight whole days. I ima- 
2 that he was meditating ſome great 

roke of politicks; but the ſubject of 
his muſing regarded his own family only. 
Gil Blas,” ſaid he to me one afternoon, 
thou muſt have perceived that I am a 
© good deal perviexed in mind. Yes, 
my child, I am wholly engroſſed by 
an affair upon which the repoſe of my 
life depends; and I will impart the 
©« ſecret to thee. 

« Donna Maria, my daughter,” con- 
tinuect he, © is now marriageable, and 
her heart is diſpnted by a great number 
© of noblemen. The Count de Niebles, 
* eldeſt ſon of the Duke de Medina Si- 
* donia. chief of the family of Guzman, 
© and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt fon of 
* the Marquis de Carpio and my own 
* Gſter, are the two candidates who feem 
* beſt intitled to the preference; eſpe- 
© cially the laſt, who poſſefſes merit fo 
* much ſuperior to that of his rivals, 
© that all the court perſuade themſelves 
© | thall make choice of him for my ſon- 


CCC er re 
| © in-law. Nevertheleſs, without enter- 
ing into the reaſons which I have to 
© exclude him, as well as the Count de 
| © Niebles, I will tell thee, at I have 
* caſt my eyes on Don Ramires Nun- 
© nez de Guzman, Marquis de Toral, 
and chief of the family of Guzman 
* Abrados: to this young nobleman, 
* and the children which he ſhall have 
by my daughter, I intend to leave my 
« whole eſtate annexed to the title of 
© Count d'Olivarez, to which I will Join 
3 the quality of grandee; ſo that my 
grand children and their deſcendants, 
, * proceeding from the branch D' Abra— 
| dos and that of Olivarez, will paſs for 

© the eldeſt of the Guzman family. 

Well, Santillane,” added he, * doſt 

© thou not apprgqve of my defign ?'— 
| © Pardon me, Sir,” anſwered I; the 
project is worthy of the genius that 
© formed it; I am only afraid that the 
© Duke de Medina Sidonia will murmur 
bat it. !——* Let him murmur, if he 
© pleaſes,” reſumed the miniſter ; I ſhall 
„give myſelf very little trouble about 
that. I don't love his branch, which 
hath uſurped the birth right and titles 
* therennto attached over the houſe of 
© Abrados. I (hall mind his complaints 
© leſs than the chagrin of my fifter the 
© **!archioneſs de Carpio, in ſeeing her. 
© {on diſappointed in his expectation of 
« my daughter. But, after all, I intend 
© to pleaſe myſelf, and it is already de- 
«© cided that Don Ramirez ſhall prevail 
© over all his rivals.” 

The count-duke, having taken this 
reſolution, gave a new mark of his ſin- 
gular policy, in putting it in practice. 
He preſented a petition to the king, 
begging that he and the queen would 
be pleaſed to beſtow his daughter in 
marriage, deſcribing the characters of 
the nublemen who were in purſuit of 
her, and leaving the choice entirely to 
| their majeſties ; but he did not tail, in 
ſpeaking of the Marquis de Toral, to 
| thew that he was the moſt agreeable of 
them all, Whereupon the king, who 
had a blind complaiſance for his mi- 
niſter, returned this anſwer: 


] 


« I believe Don Ramires Nunnez 
* worthy of your daughter Donna Ma- 
ria; nevertheleſs, take your own 
© choice. The match which will ſuit 
© you beſt will be the moſt agreeable to 
© me, | * The King,” | 


Ihe miniſter affected to ſhew this an- 
ſwer; and pretending to look upon it as 
his prince's order, to make haſte to 
marry his daughter to the Mags de 

oral ; 


* 
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Toral ; an event that very much dif. 
pleaſed the Marchioneſs de Carpio, as 
well as the Guzmans, who had flatter- 
ed themſelves with the hope of eſpouſ- 
ing Donna Maria. Nevertheleſs, as 
they could not hinder the marriage, 
they affected to celebrate it with great 
demonſtrations ot joy. One would have 
thought that the whole family was 
charmed with the occalion; but the 
malecontents were ſoon revenged in a 
manner very melancholy for the count - 
duke. Donna Maria in ten months 
brought forth a daughter, which died 
in the birth, and in a few days after 
fell herſelf a victim to death. What a 


loſs was this for a father, who, to uſe. 


the expreflion, had no eyes but for his 
daughter; and who ſaw, in this event, 
the miſcarriage of his delign, of taking 
the right of elderſhip from the branch 
of Medina Sidonia ! He was ſo much 
affected, that for ſome days he ſhut 
himſelf up, and would ſee nobody but 
me, who conforming myſelf to his im- 
moderate grief, ſeemed as much afflict- 
ed as he. To tell the truth, 1 made 
uſe of this-occaſion to ſhed freſh tears 
to the memory of Antonia, The re- 
ſemblance which her death had to that 
of the Marchioneſs de Toral, burſt open 
again the wound which was but 8 
fectly cured, and renewed my affliction 
ſo much, that the miniſter, overwhelm- 
ed as he was with his own. ſorrow, could 
not help being ſtruck with mine. He 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee me enter ſo warm- 
ly into his chagrin. * Gil Blas,“ ſaid he 
one day, perceiving me plunge! in the 
molt melancholy ſadneſs, * it is a ſweet 


* conſolation for me to have ſuch a ſym-- 


* pathizing confident!'—* Ah, my lord, 
anſwered |, giving to him all the honour 
of my affliction, * I muſt be very un- 
6 e and hard- hearted indeed, if 
1 did not fincerely ſympathize with 
your grace. How can I conſider that 
you mourn the loſs af a daughter of 
* accompliſhed merit, whom you ten- 
* derly loved, without mingling my 
tears with yours! No, my lord; I am 
« ſo ſenſible of your goodneſs, that, as 
© long as I live, I ſhall always ſhare in 
© your pain as well as pleaſure,” 


CHAP. X. 


Gil Blas by accident meets the poet Nunnez, 
who tells him that he has compoſed a 
tragedy, which is immediately to be re- 
preſented, on the prince's theatre. The 

bad ſucceſs 'of that piece, with the ſur- 
prizing good luck which attended U's fall. 

N 
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5 miniſter began to be conſoled, 
and I of conſequence to reſume 
my good- humour, when one evening I 
went out all alone to take the air in m 
coach, and met in my way the Aſturia 
poet, whom I had not ſeen ſince he quit · 
ted the hoſpital. He being very well 
dreſſed,  F took him into the coach, 
and we drove together to St. Jerome's 
Meadow. > 
© Mr. Nunnez,* ſaid T to him, I thin 
* myſelf very lucky in having met you 
by chance, otherwiſe I ſhould not have 
© had the pleaſure—? © No reproaches, 
« Santillane,” ſaid he with precipitation; 
I fincerely own that I had no intention 
© to viſit thee, and thon ſhalt hear the 
« reaſon, You promiſed me a good poſt 
6 8 I ſhould abjure poetry; and 
© I have found a very ſubſtantial one on 
condition that I make verſe. I have 
accepted this laſt, as moſt ſuitable to 
my humour. A friend of mine has 
introduced me into the family of Don 
« Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, trea- 
« ſurer of the king's gallies. This Don 
© Bertrand, who wants to hive a wit in 
his pay, finding my verſification very 
brilliant, has choſen me preferably to 
© five or ſix authors who offered them- 
© ſelves candidates for the employment 
of his private ſecretary.“ | 
| ©T am very glad to hear it, my dear 
© Fabricio,' ſaid 1 ; © for that Don Ber- 
© trand is in all appearance very rich.“ 
— Rich!“ anſwered he; they ſay he 
© has ſuch immenſe wealth, that he can- 
Be that as it will, my 
office is this: as he piques himſelf 
upon being gallant, and would paſs 
for a man of genius, he keeps a lite- 
© rary correſpondence with ſeveral ve 
* ſprightly ladies, and I lend him m 
« peri to compoſe billets filled with wit 
and humour. 1 write for him, in 
verſeto one, in profe to another, and 
« ſometimes in perſon. carry the let- 
© ters, to ſhew the multiplicity of my 
© talents.” | 
But thou haſt not told me,” ſaid I, 
© what I chiefly deſire to know art 
thou well paid for thy epiſtolary epi- 
© grams ?'—*+ Very largely,“ he replied ; 
rich people are not always generous, 
and 1 know ſome of them who are 
mere ſcrubs; but Don Bertrand uſes 
© me very nobly. Over and above two 
© hundred piſloles of fixed wages, I 
frequently receive from him ſmall gra- 
« tifications, which put me in à condi- 
tion to act the gentleman, and paſs 
my time agreeably with ſome — bes 
Ca” 
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© who are, like me, enemies to care. — 
s But,* I reſumed, has thy treaſurer 
© taſte enough to reliſh the beauties of 
* a work of genius, and to perceive it's 
5 faults ?'—" Not at all,” anſwered Nun- 
nez ; though he can talk fpecioufly, 
© he is by no means a connoiſſeur. He 
gives himſelf out, however, for an- 
other Tarpa, decides boldly, and ſup- 
ports his opinion with ſuch loudneſs 
* and obſtinacy, that generally when 
he diſputes,. his antagoniſt iz obliged 
4 to yield, in order to avoid the ſhower 
* of ill language with which he is wont 
© to overwhelm his opponents. 

Thou mayeſt well believe,“ purfued 
he, * that I am very cautious of con- 
©* tradicting him, whatever cauſe he 
gives me for ſo doing; tor, beſides the 
* diſagreeable epithets which I ſhould 
© certainly bring upon myſelf, I might 
* poſſibly be turned out of doors. I 
* therefore prudently applaud what he 
praiſes, and diſapprove of every thing 
* which he condemns. By this com- 
* plaiſance, which coſts me nothing, be- 
* cauſe I pofſeſs the art of accommo- 
dating myſelf to the characters of thoſe 
* who can befriend me, I have gained 
the friendfhipand eſteem of my patron. 
He has engaged me to compoſe a tra- 
* gedy on a ſubject which he ſuggeſted. 
1 have accordingly finiſhed it under 
© his eye; and if it ſucceeds I ſhall awe 
one part of my glory to his good ad- 
* vice.” . 

I aſked the title of his tragedy, and 
he told me it was called, the Count de 
Saldagne, informing myſelf at the ſame 
time, that it would be repreſented in 
three days on the Prince's Theatre. 1 
£ with,” anſwered I, © that it may have a 
great run; and I have ſuch a good 
opinion of thy genius as to hope it 
* will.'—*< I hope ſo too,“ ſaid he; © but 
there is no dependence upon ſuch 
© hope, ſo uncertain are authors of the 
*event of a dramatick piece.“ At 
length the firſt day of it's repreſenta- 
tion arrived; and as I could not go to 
the play, being hindered by a com- 
miſſion I had to perform for his grace, 
all that I could do was to fend Scipio 
thither, that I might ar leaſt know that 
very evening the ſucceſs of a perfor- 
mance in which I might intereſt myſelf. 
After having waited with impatience, 
I ſaw him return with a look from 
which I conceived a bad omen. Well,” 
faid I; © how hath the Count de Sal- 
* dagne been received by the publick ?? 
. — Very brutally,” an{wered he; never 


oy 


i 


- 


* was a piece more barbaroufly uſed. 
© I came away incenſed at the infolence 
© of the pit.“ And J,“ faid I, am in- 
* cenſed at the fury of Nunnez, in com- 
' poſing plays. Muſt he not have loſt 
© his judgment entirely, to prefer the 
© ignominious ſhouts and hiffes of an 
© audience to the happy lot which I 
*could have procnred for him ?' Thus 
through friendfhip did I inveigh againſt 
the Aſturian poet, and afflit myſelf at 
the misfortune of his piece, while he 
exulted in the event. 

Two days after he actually came to 
my houſe in a tranſport of joy. * San, 
* tillane,” cried he, I am come to ſhare 
© with thee the extreme pleaſure which 
* 1 feel! In compoſing a bad play, my 
© friend, I have made my fortune. 
Thou knoweft the ſtrange reception 
* which the Count de Saldagne met 
„with; all the ſpectators exclaimed a- 
gainſt him as if for a wager, and to that 
© general exclamation I owe my good 
fortune.“ | 

Aſtoniſhed to hear the poet Nunnez 
talk in this manner; Ho, Fabricio !* 
ſaid I, * is it poſſible that the fall of rhy 
© tragedy- can juſtify thy immoderate 
joy? Yes, ſure,” anſwered he; I 
© told thee before that Don Bertrand 
© had inſerted fome of his own compoli- 
tion in my piece, which of conſequence 
© he thought excellent. He was vio- 
© lently piqued to find the ſpectators of 
« a different opinion, and this m--rning 
© ſaid to me, ©« Nunnez, Victrix hon 
© atis placuit, ſed vitla Catont - if the pub- 
&« lick i® lifpleaſed with thy production, 
© in recompence, it pleaſes me, and that 
«© is enough. To conſole the? for the 
& bad tafte of the age, I will give thee 
© two thonſand crowns a vear on my 
t eſtate ; let us go inſtantly to my no- 
© tary, and have the deed drawn.” 
© We went thither accordingly, the 
© treaſurer has ſigned the deed, and paid 
© me the firſt year advance.” 

I congratulated Fabricio on the un- 
happy fate of the Count de Saldagne, 
ſince it had turned out ſo much to the 
author's advantage. Thou hadſt rea- 
ſon,“ continued he, to compliment 
© me on the occaſion ; how nappy am I 
in having been ſoundly hiſſed ! If the 
© publick had been kind enough to ho- 
C hoar me with applauſe, what fervice 
© ſhould I have received from it? No- 
thing of conſequence ; I ſhould have 
got but a very moderate ſum for my 
© labours, whereas it's hiſſes have all of 


| 


© a {ſudden made me caſy 3 5 


— — 


CHAP. Xt, 
Santillane obtains an employment for Scipio, 
_ who departs for New Spain. 

M* ſecretary could not without 

envy look upon the unexpected 
good fortune of the poet Nunnez. which 
was the ſole ſubje&t of his diſcourſe 
during eight whole days. *I admire,” 
ſaid he, the caprice of Fortune, that 
« ſometimes delights in loading a de- 


« teſtable author with wealth, while ſhe 
© leaves men of genius in miſery: I 


* with ſhe would take it in her head to 


© enrich me alfo in the ſpace of one 
« night.'—* That may very well hap- 
© pen,” faid I, and much ſooner than 
« you imagine. Thou art here in her 
* temple ; for I think I may call the mi- 
© niſter's houſe the temple of Fortune, 
* where favours are often beſtowed 
* which all of a ſudden enrich thoſe 
« who obtain them.“ —“ That is true, 
Sir,“ anſwered he; © but they muſt 
de waited for with patience.'—* Once 
more, Scipio, faid I, make yourſelt 
* eaſy ; perhaps you are on the point of 
having fome good poſt.“ A few days 
after, an opportunity actually offered 
of employing him advantageoutly in the 
ſervice of the count-duke, and 1 did 
not let it eſcape. | 
Diſcourling one morning with Don 
Raymond Caporis, ſteward of the prime- 
miniſter, our converſation turned upon 
his excellency's revenues. His grace,“ 
ſaid he, enjoys the commatfaries of all 
* the military orders, which are worth 
” forty thouſand crowns per annum, 
and he is obliged to wear the croſs of 
Alcantara only. Beſides, his three 
©polts of great chamberlain, maſter of 
the horſe, and grand chancellor of 
* the Indies, bring in two hundred 
© thouſand more; and all that is no- 
* thing in compariſon to the immenfe 
ſums which he draws from America. 
©] will tell you how: when the king's 
© {hips ſet ſail from Seville or Liſbon for 
©that country, he embarks on board 
© them wine, oil, and corn, which his 
'* eftate of Olivarez affords, and he pays 
no duty. He ſells thoſe commodities 
jn the Indies for four times the price 
©which they would yield in Spain, 
then employs the money in purchaſing 
© ſpices, colours, and other things, 
* which are bought for almoſt nothing 
jn that new world, and afterwards are 
"fold at a high rate in Europe. He 
© has already got millions by this tiaf. 
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fick, without doing' the leaſt prejudice 


to the King. What will not ſurprize 


{ 


377 


© yon,* continued he, is, that the peo - 
ple employed in tranſacting-this com- 
| 8 

© merce always return enriched, the 
* count allowing them to take care of 
their own fortune, while they manage 
© his.” | L 

Coſcolina's ſon, who liſtened to our 
diſcourfe, could not hear Don Raymond 
talk thus, without interrupting him. 
*:Zooks | Signior Caporis; I ſhould be 
glad to be one of theſe people, for I 
© have long wiſhed to ſee Mexico. 


© Your cunoſity will ſoon be ſatisfied," 


faid the ſteward to him, if Signor de 
* Santillane has no objection to your 
* defire. Though I am very nice ia the 
choice of thoſe whom I ſend to the 
© Indies on this employment, (for L 
« chufe them all) I will, without heſi- 
© tation, inſert you in my regiſter, if 
your maſter defires it.—“ You will 
* oblige me in fo doing,“ ſaid Ito Don 
Ray mond; pray, give me that mark 
* of your friendſhip. Scipio is a young 
man whom I love; beſides, he has a 
. great deal of underſtanding, and will 
behade in an irreproachable manner. 
© In a word, I can anſwer for him as 
© for myſelf.” | 

«* {f that be the caſe,” reſumed Ca- 
poris, © let him repair immediately to 
Seville; the ſhips will ſail tor the 
© Indies in a month. He ſhall have 2 
© letter from me at his departure, for 
* a man who will give him all neceſſary 
© inſtructions to enrich himſelf, without 
© prejudicing the intereſts of his excet- 
© lency, which muſt ever be looked upon 
© as ſacred.” . * 

Scipio, charmed with this employ» 
ment, made haſte to ſer cut for Seville, 
with a thouſand crowns that I gave 
him, to buy wine and oil in Andaluũa, 
and put him ina condition to trade in 
the Indies on his own bottom. Never- 
theleſs, glad as he was to make a voy- 
age by which he hoped to profit ſo muth, 
he could not leave me without ſheddin 
tears, and 1 could not behold his de- 
parture with indifference. 


Don Alphonſo de Leyva comes to Madrid; 
the metive of tis journey. C Blas is 
afflicted at the cauſe, but rejoices at the 
conſequence of it. 
CiPIO was ſcarce gone, when a p 

belonging to the mmiſter broug 
to me A billet containing theſe words: 
© If Signiorde Santillane will give him. 

t the trouble to «all at St. Gabriel's 

© Head in Toledo Street, he will 225 
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" 


| 
| 
| 


328 


- — 


— — — — — 


ſee one of his beſt friends.. Who 
can this anonymous friend be!“ ſaid 1 
to myſelf:* Why does he conceal his 
* name? He wants, I ſuppoſe, to give 
© me the pleaſure of ſurprize.* I went 
out immediately to Toledo Street, and 
going to the appointed place, was not 
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a little aſtoniſhed to ſee Don Alphonſo | 


de Leyva. Are you here, my lord! 
Ves, my dear Gil Blas,“ anſwered he, 
hugging men his arms; © it is Don Al- 
phonſo himſelf whom you ſee,'—* What 
brings you to Madrid?“ ſaid I. 
will both ſurprize and afflict you,” he 
replied, * in telling the cauſe of my 
journey. I am deprived of the go- 
« vernment of Valencia, and the prime- 
* miniſter has ordered me to court to 
give an account of my conduct.“ I 
remained a whole quarter of an hour 
mute and thunderſtruck, then recover- 
ing myſelf, aſked what he was accuſed 
of. I know nothing of the mat- 
© ter,” anſwered he; but impute my 
«* diſgrace to a viſit which I made about 
three weeks ago to the Cardinal Duke 
* of Lerma, who has been a mbAith con- 
.+ fined to his caſtle at Denia.“ 

O!] truly,” ſaid I, interrupting him, 
you have reaſon to attribute your miſ- 
fortune to that indiſcreet viſit; you 
need ſeek for the cauſe of it no where 
« elſe; and give me leave to ſay, you 
did not conſult your uſnal prudence, 
« when you went to viſit the diſgrac- 
ed miniſter. “ The error is no com- 
'*'mitted,” ſaid he; * and I have taken 
* my reſolution with a good grace. I 
* will return with my family to the caſtle 
of Leyva, where | will ſpend the reſt 
« of my days in profound peace. All 
© that gives me concern, is my being 
© obliged to appear before a haughty 
* miniſter, who may poſſibly treat me 


_-© uncivilly ; a ſufficient mortification to 


« a Spaniard | nevertheleſs it muſt be 
* borne; but before I would make this 
« ſubmiſſion, I was willing to ſpeak with 
you.“ 

« My lord,” ſaid I, „don't preſent 
* yourſelf before the miniſter until 1 
* know what you are accuſed of : per- 


| © haps the evil is not without remedy. 


« Be that as it will, you muſt allow me, 
it you pleaſe, to exert myſelf in your 
* favour as much as gratitude and 
« friendſhip require.“ So ſaying, I left 
him at the inn, aſſuring him that he 
ſhould hear from me ſoon. 

As I had not meddled in ſtate-affairs 
fince the two memorials, of which elo- 
quent mention has been made, I went 


to Carnero, and aſked if it was true that | 


—— 
the, government of Valencia had been 
taken from Don Alphonſo! de Leyva. 
He anſwered in the affirmative, but ſaid 
he was ignorant of the cauſe. Upon 
this I formed a reſolution, without he- 
ſitation to addreſs myſelf to his grace, 
that I might learn from his own mouth 
what cauſe he had to complain of Don 
Czfar's ſon. 

I was ſo much penetrated with this 
troubleſome event, that I had no occa- 
ſion to affect a melancholy look to ap- 
pear afflifted in the eyes of the count- 
duke. What is the matter, Santil- 
© lane?” ſaid he, as ſoon as he ſaw me; 
I perceive an impreſſion of ſorrow on 
* thy countenance, and even the tears 
ready to drop from thine eyes: has 
© any body injured thee? Speak, and 
thou ſhalt be revenged.'—* My lord,” 
anſwered I, weeping, I could not con- 
* ceal my ſorrow from you if I would: 
„Jam quite in deſpair, being told that 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva is no longer 
c 2 ot Valencia; for I could not 
© have heard a piece of news that would 
© affect me more.'—* What ſayeſt thou, 
Gil Blas?” replied the miniſter aſtoniſh- 
ed; „hat concern canſt thou have 
* with that Don Alphonſo and his go- 
« vernment?* I then gave him a de- 
tail of all the obligations I lay under to 
the Lords of Leyva; and afterwards re- 
counted in what manner I had obtained 
from the duke of Lerma the govern- 
ment in queſtion for Don Czſar's ſon. 

When {ns excellency had heard me 
toan end, with an attention full of kind- 
neſs for me, he ſaid, * Dry up thy tears, 
my friend. I not only was ignorant 


of what thou haſt told me, but own 


© alſo that I looked upon Don Alphon- 
© ſo as a creature of the Cardinal of 
© Lerma: put thyſelf in my place; 
* would not the viſit which he made 
© to his eminence make thee ſuſpect 


'© him? I am willing to believe, how- 


ever, that having received his em- 
* ployment from the cardinal, he took 
© that ſtep out of pure gratitude, Iam 
* ſorry for having diſplaced a man who 
* owed his place to thee ; but if I have 
deſtroyed thy work, I can repair it. 
© I will even do more for thee than. the 
Duke of Lerma did: thy friend Don 
* Alphonſo was no more than governor 
© of the city of Valencia, and I will make 
© him vice-roy of the kingdom of Ar- 
© ragon: thou mayeſt go and inform 
© him of this piece of news, and deſire 
© him to come and take the oaths.” 
When I heard theſe words, I paſſed 


from the extremity of grief to an ex - 
ceſs 


ceſs of joy, which diſturbed my intel- | 


lets ſo much, that my diſorder appear- 
ed in the compliment of thanks which 
I made to his grace, who was not, how- 
ever, diſpleaſed at my confuſion, But 
when I told him that Don Alphonſo 
was already at Madrid, he ſaid I might 
introduce him that very day. I ran 
immediately to the St. Gabriel, where 
Don Cæſar's ſon was overjoyed to hear 
of his new employment : he could ſcarce 
believe what I ſaid, ſo improbable did 
it ſeem to him, that the miniſter, what- 
ever friendſhip he had for me, was ca- 
pable of beſtowing vice-royalties on my 
recommendation. I condufted him to 
the count-duke, who received him very 
litely, and told him, he had behaved 
a well in his government of the city 
of Valencia, that the king, thinkin 


him qualified to fill a higher place, had 


named him to the vice-royalty of Ar- 
ragon. Beſides,” added he, that aig- 
© nity is not above your birth; and the 
© nobility of Arragon cannot murmur 
© at the choice of the court.” 

His excellency made no mention of 
me, and the publick never knew the 
part which I acted in this affair: a cir- 
cumſtauce that ſa ved Don Alphonfo and 
the miniſter a great many ſatirical re- 
marks that people might have paſſed 
upon a viceroy of my making. 

As ſoon as Don 
tain of the place, he diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to Valencia to inform his father 
and Seraphina of his good fortune, and 
they ſoon came to Madrid: their firſt 
care was to find me, and overwhelm me 
with thanks. What a moving and glo- 
rious light was it for me, to ſee myſelf 
embraced with eagerneſs by the three 
perſons in the world whom I loved moſt! 


As ſenſible of my zeal and affefticn as 


the honour which the poſt of vicercy 
did to their family, their expreſſions of 
gratitude to me were infinite : they even 
ſpoke to me as to one of their own rank: 
they ſeemed to have forgot that I was 
their ſervant; and thought they could 
never enungh manifeſt their friendſhip. 
To ſuppreſs uſeleſs circumſtances, Don 
Alphonſo having received his letters- 
patent, thanked the king and his miniſ- 
ter, and having taken the uſual oaths, 
ſet out with his tamily from Madrid, to 

o and fix his abode at Saragoſſa, where 
Fe made his entrance with all poſſible 
magnificence: and the Arragonians 
ſhewed by their acclamations that they 
were very well pleaſed with the viceroy 
whom | had ſet over them. | 
Nea. 84. 
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#ſar's ſon was cer- 


to be favourably received: 
Tt 


HA. XIII. 
Gil Blas meets e and 
Dan Andrea de Tor 13 palace. 
The conclufion of the of Don Gafton 
and Donna Helena de Caliſteo. Santil- 


% 


| lane. does an important piece of ſervice to 


Tordefillas 


I Swam in joy for having ſo luckily 
changed a diſplaced goyernor into a 
viceroy : even the Lords of Leyva were 
we! p En it than, I was. L ſoon. 
ad another opportunity of oyin 
my credit for Dien x which f think 
I ſhould, relate, to perſuade the reader 
that 1 was no longer the ſame Gil Blas 
who ſold the fayour of the court under 
the preceding miniſtry, -1 54 
Being one day in the King's anti- 
chamber, diſcourſing with noblemen, 
who,, knowing m dialen with the 
prime-miniſter, did not diſdain my con- 
verfation ; I perceived in the crowd Don 
Gaſton de Cogollos, that ſtate-priſoner 
whom 1 had left in the tower of Sego- 
via, and the keeper Don Andrea de 
Tordeſillas along with him. 1 imme 
diately quitted my company to go _ 
embrace theſe two friends, whom, if 
they were aſtoniſhed to ſee me there, I 
was ſtill more fo to meet in that place. 
After ſome warm hugs on both ſides, ' 
Don Gaſton ſaid to me, Signior de 
« Santillane, we have a world of queſ- 
tions to aſk mutually, and this is not 
© a convenient place for that purpoſe ; 
4 allow me to conduct you to a houſe” 
* where Signior de Tordeſillas and I 
will be glad to have a long converſa- 
tion with you.“ I conſented to this 
propoſal: we ſqueezed through the 
crowd, and going out of the palace, 
found Don Gaſton's coach waiting for 
us in the ſtreet; we went into it all 
three, and were driven to the great 
market-place where the bull - fights are 
performed, and there Cogollos lived in 
a very handſome houſe. * Signior Gil 
Blas,“ ſaid Don Andrea, when we were 
ſer in a hall 24, ny furniſhed," 
at your departure from Segovia you 
* ſeemed to hate the court, and be re- 
* folved to remove from it for ever. 
© That was actually my deſign,” anſwer- 
ed 1; and fo long as the late king 
lived, I did not change my ſentiments; ' 
but when I underſtood that the prince 
his ſon was on the throne, I was 
« willing to ſee if the new monarch 
* would know me again; he did recol- 
* let me, and I had the fortune 
he himſelf 
recom - 
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* recommended me to the prime-mi- | 
© niſter, who has conceived a friendſhi 
for me, and with whom I am in ſtill 
„greater favour than ever I was with 
the Duke of Lerma. This, Signior 
Pon Andrea, is what I had to tell you. 
© Now, pray, let me know if you are 
© {till keeper of the tower of Segovia.“ 
— No, indeed, he replied: the 
* count-duke has put another in my 
* place, in all probability believing me 
* wholly devoted to his predeceſfor.'— 
And as for me,“ ſaid Don Gaſton, * I 
« was ſet x liberty for a quite contrary 
* reaſon. The prime - miniſter no ſooner / 
© learned that 1 was impriſoned at Se. 
* govia by = Duke of Lerma's order, | 
© than he ordered me to be diſcharged :. 
© it now remains, Signior Gil Blas, to 
* inform youu of what has happened to 
© mg ſince I have been enlarged. _ 

+ The firſt thing 1 did,” continued he, | 
© after haying thanked Don Andrea for 
* his kindneſs to me during my confine- 
ment, was to repair to Madrid, and 
« preſent. myſelf before the Count-Duke 
« &'Olivaxez, who ſaid to me, “Don't 
«be afraid that the misfortune which 
« hath happened to you will in the leaſt 
« prejudice your reputation: you are 
now fully juſtified ; and I am the more 
« convinced of your innocence, becauſe 
« the Marquis of Villareal, whoſe ac- 
« complice you were ſuſpected to be, 


« was, not guilty ; for though he is a 


« Portugueze, and even related to the 
« Duke of Braganza, he is nat ſo much 
« in his intereſts as in thoſe ol the king 
« my maſter. Your intimacy with that 
« marquis is therefore no reproach upon 


«6 yon. and, in order to re pair the in- 


« juſtice which, you ſuffered, in being 
« accuſed of treaſon, the King has be- 
« ftowed upon you a lieutenancy in the 
«< Spaniſh. guards,” I accepted the 
* commiſſion, begging that Ins excel- 
*leacy would allow me, before I ſhould 
© enter upon my duty, tc go to Coria 
«and vift my aunt Donna Eleonora de 
« Laxarilla. The miniſter gave me leave 
« for a month, and I ſet out, accom- 
* panied by one lacquey only. We had 
already paſſed, Colmenar, and were 
engaged in a hollow road, between two 
mountains, when we perceived a cava- 
lier defending himſelf valiantly againſt 
« three men, who attacked him altoge- 
ther. 1 did not heſitate, but rode to his 
« ſuccour, and. put myſelf on his fide. 
J obſer ved, while we fought, that our 
enemies were maſked, and that we 
had to do with vigorous ſwordſmen : 
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© however, in ſpite of their ſtrength and 
« {kill, we remained conquerors; for I 
0 751 one of the three, who fell from 
* his horſe, and the other two imme 
diately betaok themſelves to flight. 
* The victory, indeed, was not much 
* leſs fatal to us than to the wretch 
* whom I killed; ſince, after the action, 
my companion and I found ourlelves 
* dangerouſly wounded. But you may 
* gueſs what was my ſurprize, when in 
this cavalier I recollected Combados, 


* the huſband of Donna Helena | He 


* was no leſs aſtoniſhed when he ſaw 
* that I was his defender: „Ah, Don 
*« Gaſton!” cried he, * was it you then 
* who came to my aſſiſtance] when you 
„ ſo generouſly eſpcuſed my cauſe, you 
little thought it was that of the man 
* who deprived you of your miſtreſs.” 
,I. was really ignorant of it,” anſwer- 
ed I; bit had I known you, do you 
* imagine that I ſhould have ſcrupled 
to 470 what I have done? are you 
„ ſo much miſtaken in me as to think 


me ſo baſe ?“. No, no,” he replied ; 


J have a better opinion of your vir- 
tue; and it I die of the wounds which 
© I have received, I hope your's will 
not hinder you from profiting by my 


death,“ —'* Combados,” ſaid I, “al- 
„though 1 have not yet forgot Donna 


« Helena, know, that I don't defire to 


„enjoy her at the expence of yaur life; 
I am even glad of having contributed 


ce towards ſaving you from the ſwords 
«of three aſſaſſins, ſince in that I have 
« performed an action agreeable to your 
« wife.” While we converſed in this 
manner, my lacquey alighted, and ap- 
© proaching the dead cavalier, took off 
6 his maſk, and diſcovered features 
« which Combados immediately knew. 
« It is Caprara!” cried he, “that per- 


fidious couſin, who, out of ſpite, for 


« having been diſappointed of a rich 
« eſtate which he unjuſtly diſputed with 
« me, has a long time cheriſhed the 
« defire of murdering me, and at length 
& choſen this day to put it in execution 
„ but Heaven hath permitted him to 
« fall a victim to his own deſign !”? 

« Meanwhile, our blood flowed apace, 
© and we grew weaker and weaker ; 
© nevertheleſs, wounded as we were, we 
© had ſtrength enough to go to the town 
© of Villarejo, which was but two gun- 
© ſhots from the field of baitle. We 
© alighted at the firſt inn we came to, 
8 — ſending for ſurgeons, one was 
brought, who had the reputation of 
© being very expert in his . 
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He examined our wounds, Which he 
found dangerous, then dreſſed them, 
© and next day, after having taken off 


the dreſſinge, declared that the wounds 
of Don Blas were mortal: he judged 


* more favourably. of mine; and his 

© prognoſticks were fulfilled. I 
Combados, hearing his doom, 

© thought of nothing but preparing for 


death: he likewiſe diſpatched an ex- 


© preſs to inform his wife of what had 
«> 


© cho 
* Helena, "anne 


© different cauſes : the danger in which 


© her huſband was, and the dread of 


© feeling, at ſight of me, a flame, which 
was but half extinguiſhed, revive, 
© created a terrible agitation in her 


© breaſt. * Madam,” ſaid Don Blas, when 
* ſhe came into his preſence, © you ar- 


« rive time enough to receive my laſt 
« adieu: I am going to die; and I re- 
as the puniſhment of 
© Heaven, for having by a deceit de- 
« prived you of Don Gaſton. Far from 
« murmuring at my fate, I exhort you 
© to reſtore to him the heart which I un» 


« ;uſtly ſeized.” Donna Helena anſwer- 


© ed only by her tears; and truly it was 
© the beſt reply ſhe could make, as ſhe 


* was not as yet ſo much detached from 
me, as to forget the artifice which he 
© had practiſed to make her break her 


© vous. 

As the ſurgeon had prognoſticated, 
* Combados died of his wounds in leſs 
© than three days, while mine indicated 
© a ſpeedy cure. The young widow, 
© who was wholly engroſſed by the care 
* of tranſporting her huſband's corſe to 
« Coria, in order to perform all the 
© funeral honours which ſhe owed to his 
© aſhes, departed from Villarejo, after 
© having enquired (through pure polite- 
* neſs) about my health. As ſoon as I 
© could follow her, I ſet out alſo for 
* Coria, where, my recovery being com- 
© pleated, my aunt Donna Eleonora, 
and Don George de Galiſteo, reſolved 
© that Helena and I ſhould be married 
© forthwith, leſt Fortune, ſhould again 
* part us by ſome unlucky accident. 
y This marriage was celebrated in pri- 
vate, on account of the too recent 
* death of Don Blas; and a few days 
© after I returned to Madrid with Donna 
© Helena. As I had exceeded the time 
t preſcribed by the count-duke for my 


journey, I was afraid that he had given | 


appeded, and of his preſent melan- 
y lituation ; upon which Donna 
| out immediately, ſoon 
© arrived at Villarejo, her mind diſ- 
* turbed with a diſquiet which had two 


1 I. C10 Me 4 0 . 05. 
* to another the lieute nancy Which be 
© had promiſed to 1. but he had not 

« diſpoſed of it, and was ſo gagd as to 
admit the excuſes which I pagde for 
© my a att ob ak 
| © am now,“ cantinued Cable. 
* lieutenant of the, Spaniſh guard, | 
© pleaſed with my eee haye 
contracted ſome. agreeable, friends, 
with whom I live very happily. 
1 wiſh 1 could fay as (Mrs hy cried 
Don Andrea; * but I am very far from 
© being ſatisfied with my condition :,l 
© have. loſt my poſt, which was pretty ' 
© advantageous; and I have no friengs 
* who have credit enough to procure 
me ſuch another.,%—* Pardon me, Sig- 


| * nior Don Andrea,” ſaid I, ſmiling, 


ou have in me a friend who is good 
for ſomething, I have already fajd 
© that I am ſtill better beloved by the 
| © count-duke than ever I was by the 
Duke of Lerma, and you have the 
t aſſurance to tell me to my face, that 
© you have not a friend who can pro- 
cure a poſt for you. Have I not once 
© before done- you ſuch a piece of ſer- 
© vice? Remember that, by the intereſt 
* of the Archbiſhop of Grenada, I was 
the occaſion of your being named to 
«exerciſe an employment at Mexicp, 
* where you would have made your for- 
© tune, if love had not detained you in 
«© the city of Alicant; and I am at pre- 
© ſent more Capable of ſerving you, 
© having the ear of the prime - miniſtet.“ 
— I truſt wholly to you then,” replied 
Tordelillas ; * but,” added he, (ſmiling, in 
his turn, © pray, don't ſend me to New 
Spain; I will not go thither if I was 
© to be made chief judge of Mexico.” , 
We were interrupted in this part of 
our converſation by Donna Helena, who 
came into the hall, and whoſe, amjab 
perſon equalled the charming idea 
which I had formed of her beauty. 
Madam, ſaid Cogollos to her, this 
© is Signior de Santillane, of whom you 
have heard me ſpeak, and whoſe agree- 
© able company hath often ſuſpended my 
i ſarrows while I was in priſon.'—* Yes, 
Madam,“ faid I to Donna Helena; 
my converſation pleaſed him, becauſe 
* you was always the ſubject of it.” Don 
George's daughter made a modeſt re- 
ply to "7 compliment,; after which I 
took my leave of this couple, proteſting 
that I was raviſhed to find their long 
ſſion was at length crowned by a 
appy marriage, 1 hen, addreſſing wo 
ſelf to Tordeſillas, I defired him to give 


me his direction, which when I receiv- 
Tt 2 | ed, 
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ed, Without ar adieu, Don 


Andrea, ſaid 1, 1 hepe in leſs than 
* eight days yon will fee that 1 have 
© power as well as friendſhip.“ My 
words were ſoon verified: the very 
next day, the count-duke furniſhed me 
with an occaſion to oblige the keeper. 
1 Santillane,* ſaid his eter axe © the 
© place of governor of the royal priſon 
© at Valladolid is vacant; it brings in 
* more than three hundred piſtoles per 
annum, and I am reſolved to beſtow 
it upon thee.— 1 would not have it, 
my ford,” anſwered I, were it worth 
© ten thouſand ducats wry : I re- 
© nounce all poſts that I cannot enjoy 
without removing from your grace.“ 
gut,“ reſumed the miniſter, thou 
* mayeſt very well enjoy this, without 
© being obliged to leave Madrid, r* 
* to go ſometimes to Valladolid to viſit 
the priſon.— “ You may ſay what you 
© pleaſe,” 1 replied ; * I will not accept 
of that employment, but on condition 
© that I ſhall be allowed to reſign in fa- 
« vour of a brave gentleman, called 
Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, formerly 
« keeper of the tower of Segovia: I 
« ſhould love to make/him' that pre - 
« ſent, as an acknowledgment for the 
kind treatment I received from him 
during my confinement.” 

The miniſter, laughing at this diſ- 
courſe, ſaid, 1 ſee, Gil Blas, thou haſt 
« a mind to make a governor of a royal 
« priſon, as thou haſt made a viceroy. 
« Well, be it ſo, my friend; I give to 
« thee this vacant place for Tordeſillas: 
but tell me freely what . 
wilt reap from it; for I don't believe 
* thee fool enough to employ thy credit 
for nothing. — My lord,“ anſwered l, 
* ought not a man to pay his debts? Don 
Andrea, in the moſt diſintereſted man- 
* ner, did me all the ſervice he could: 
' ought-not 1 to requite his generoſity ?' 
Von are becoming very diſintereſted, 
Mr. Santillane,* faid his 4 
I think you were not ſo much ſo under 
'« the laſt miniſter !=—* I own it,“ ſaid 
I; * my morals were rede gen by bad 
example: as every thing then was put 
© to ſale, I conformed myſelf to the 
* faſhion; and as every thing is now 
© given away, I have zeſumed my in- 
tegrity.“ | 

I procured, then, the government of 
the royal priſon of Valladolid for Don 
Andrea ; whom, in alittle time, I ſent 
to that city, as well fatisfied with his 
new ſettlement as I was with the op- 


portunity of acquitting myſelf of the. 


obligations I owed him. 
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Santillane vifits the poet Nunntz : on ac- 
count of the perſons whom he found, and 
the dow ch he heard at his lodge 
ings. 


NE afternoon I was ſeized with an 
*inclination of viliting the Aſturian 
poet, being curious to know how he 
was lodged. - I went accordingly to the 
houſe of Signior Don Bertrand Gomez 
de Ribero, and aſking for Nunnez, He 
does not live here,” ſaid the porter; 
* but lodges there at preſent, having 
© hired the back- ſide of the houſe. So 
ſaying, he pointed to a houſe in the 
neighbourhood, whither I went; and, 
after having croſſed a ſmall court, en- 
tered into a naked hall, where I found 
my friend Fabricio ſtill at table, with 
five or ſix of his companions, whom he 
treated that 30 | 
They had almoſt dined, and conſe. 
quently were in a trim for diſputing ; 
but as ſoon as the rceived me, their 
noiſy diſcourſe ſubſided into profound 
ſilence. Nunnez got up with great eager- 
neſs to receive me, crying, Gentle. 
© tlemen, this is Signior de Santillane, 
© who is ſo good as to honour me with 
a viſit; pray join me in paying your 
© reſpeCts to the favourite of the prime- 
© miniſter.” At theſe words all the 
iefts got up to ſalute me; and, in 
2 of the title which I had received, 
treated me with great civility and re- 
ſpe. Although I was neither hungry 
nor thirſty, I could not excuſe myſelf 
from fitting down at table with them ; 
and was even obliged to honour the 
toaſt which they had propoſed. 
As I imagined that my preſence was 
a check upon their converſation, * Gen- 
*.tlemen,” ſaid 1, 1 have interrupted 
© your diſcourſe : prays reſume it, or [ 
will be gone. —“ Theſe gentlemen,” 
ſaid Fabricio, were talleing of the Iphi- 
« genia of Euripides. The Batchelor 
, Melchior de Villegas, who is a critick 
* of the firſt order, was aſking of Sig- 
* nior Don Jacinto de Romarata what 
* was the moſt intereſting circumſtance 
* of that tragedy.“—“ Ves,“ ſaid Don 
Jacinto; and 1 anſwered, * that it was 
* the danger of Iphigenia.'—" And 1,” 
ſaid the batchelor, * replied, (and I am 
© ready to demonſtrate my aſſertion) that 
the danger is not the moſt intereſtin 
part of the ſubjeRt,'——* What is 
then ?* cried the old Licentiate Gabriel 
de Leon. It is the wind,” ſaid the 
batchelor. | 
The whole company burſt -out into 
laughing 


laughing at this repartee, which I could 

n bel ee ſerious ; I thought that Mel- 

chior pronounced it with a view of en- 

livening the converſation; but I did 

not know this virtuoſo, who was a man 
that did not at all underſtand raillery. 

Laugh as much as you pleaſe, gentle- 

« men,” replied he, dryly ; © I maintain 
© that the wind alone ought to intereſt, 
« ſurprize, and move the ſpectator : 
figure to yourſelves a numerous army 
« affembled to go and beſiege Troy; 
« conceive all the gmpatience of the 
« chiefs and ſoldiers to execute that ex- 
© terprize, that they may ſpeedily return 
* into Greece, where they have left what 
-# is moſt dear to them, their wives, chil- 
« dren, and houſhold gods; in the mean 
time, a curſed contrary wind detains 
« them at Aulis, ſeems to nail them to 
the port, and if it does not change, 
* they cannot go and 1 the «ity of 
«Priam: it is the wind, therefore, 
* which conſtitutes the moſt intereſting 
point of that tragedy. I ſhare with 
the Greeks, I eſpouſe their cauſe, my 
« whole wiſh is. the departure of the 
« fleet, and 1 ſee with indifterence the 
* danger of Iphigenia, ſince her death is 
the only means of obtaining a favour- 
' able wind from the gods.” 

Villegas had no ſooner done ſpeak- 
ing, than the laugh was renewed at his 
expence. Nunnez was ſo miſchievous 
as. to ſupport his opinion, that he might 
afford more game to the ralliers, who 
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| begao to paſs a great many jokes upon 


SANTILLANE. 


the wind; but the batchelor, beholding 
them all with a phlegmatic« haughty 
look, treated them as igno antand vul- 
gar minds. 1 expected every moment 
to ſee them warm, and to go to logger- 
heads, the uſual end of their diſferta- 
tions : but 1 was baulked in my expec- 
tations ; they were contented with re- 
viling one another, and withdrew when 
they had eaten and dra: k their fill. 
When they were gone, I aſked Fa- 
bricio, why he did not live ſtill with his 
treaſurer; and if he had quarrelled with 
him. * Quarrelled P anſwered hg ; 
God forbid ! I am more in ſavour than * 
© ever with Signior Don Bertrand, who 
has allowed me to lodge by myſelf. [ 
© have, therefore, hired theſe lodgings, 
to receive my friends, and make 
* merry with them in full liberty, which 
is often the caſe: for thou knoweſt 
that I am not of an humour to leave 
© much wealth to heirs; and, what is 
very happy for me, I am at preſent ia 
© a condition of enjoying parties of plea- 
© ſure every day.'—+I am overjoyed to 
hear it, my dear Nunnez,“ {aid I; 
and 1 cannot help congratulating thee 
© again upon the ſucceſs of thy laſt tra- 
* gedy : the whole eight hundred dra» 
* matick pieces of the great Lope have 
* not brought him one fourth of what 
thou haſt got by the Count de Sal- 
© dagne.? 7K 


B O O 
CHAP. f. | 


Gil Blas is ſent to Toledo by the miniſter : 
the mottve and ſucrſs of his journey. 


URING a whole month almoſt, 

his grace had been ſaying to me 
every day, * Santillane, the time draws 
* near when I ſhall ſet thy addreſs to 
* work ;* and ſtill the time did not 
come. At length, however, it ar- 
rived; and his excellency ſpoke to me 
in theſe words: It is reported that, in 
* the company of players belonging to 
Toledo, there is a young actreſs whoſe 
* talents make a great noiſe : it is ſaid 
* that ſhe dances and ſings divinely, and 
quite captivates the ſpectators by her 
8 13 I am aſſured alſo, that 
* ſhe has a conſiderable ſhate of beauty. 
* Such a genius deſerves to appear at 
* court. The king loves plays, muſick, 
and dancing; and he muſt not be de. 
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* pives of the pleaſure of ſeeing and 
hearing a perſon of ſuchextraordinary 
© merit. I have reſolved, therefore, to 
© ſend thee ta Toledo, to judge by thy- 
* ſelf whether or not the is actually ſuch 
© a wonderful actreſs. I will be govern» 
© ed by the impreſſion ſhe ſhall make 
© upon thee, as I depend agreat deal on 
thy diſcernment.” I anſwered, that I 
ſhould give his grace a good account, 
of that affair; and prepared for my de- 
8 with one lacquey only, whom 
ordered to put off the miniſter's li- 
very, that things might be done the 
more myſteriouſly ; and this was very 
much to his excellency's taſte. I ſet 
out then for Toledo, where, when I ar- 
rived, I alighted at an inn near the 
caſtle. Scarce had I ſet my foot to 
the ground, when the landlord, taking 
me, doubtleſs, for ſome country gen- 


tleman, ſaid to me, Signior Cavalier, 
| I ſup- 
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« I ſuppoſe you are come to town to ſee 
© the auguſt ceremony of the Auto da Fe, 
* which is to be performed to-morrow ' 
I anſwered in the affirmative ; thinking 
it more prudent to let him believe thar, 
than to give him an opportunity of 
queſtioning me about my coming to 
Toledo. You will ſee,” he reſumed, 
one of the fineſt proceſſions that ever 
happened: there are, I am told, more 
than a hundred priſoners, among whom 
* they reckon above ten who are to be 
* burnt.” 

Next morning, indeed, before ſun- 
riſe, | heard all the bells of the city 
tolling ; and this melancholy ſound was 
to advertiſe the people, that they were 
going to 15 5 the Auto da FE. Curious 
dio ſee this ſole mnity, I put on my clothes 
in a hurry, and repaired to the inquiſi- 
tion. All along the ſtreets threugh 
which the proceſſion was to pals, ſcaf- 
folds were erected, upon one of which 
I hired a place. In a little time I per- 
ceived the Dominicans, who walked 
foremoſt, preceded by the banners of 
the inquiſition. Theſe good fathers 
were immediately followc by the 
wretched victims which were to be fa. 
erificed that day by the Holy Office. 
Theſe miſerable creatures walked one 
after another, with their heads and feet 
bare, each having a wax-taper in his 
hand, and a godfather by his tide. Some 
had large ſcapularies of yellow*ſtuff, 
garniſhed with St. Andrew's croſſes 
painted red, and called ſanbenito; others 
wore carochas, which are high paper 
caps, made in the ſhape of a ſugar-loaf, 
and covered with flames and diabolical 
figures. 

As I looked attentively at theſe un- 
fortunate peopie, with a compaſſion 
which I took care to conceal, that I 
might not ſuffer for it, I thought 1 re- 
collected among thoſe who had their 
heads adorned with carochas, the re 
verend Father Hilary and his compa- 
nion Brother Ambroſe. They paſſed 
ſo near me that I could not be miſtaken. 
What do I ſeel' ſaid I to myſelf; 
© Heaven, wearied with the diſorderly 
© lives of thele wretches, hath delivered 
© them at laſt to the juſtice of the inqui- 
© ſition!” So ſaying, I felt myſelf ſeized 
with horror; 1 trembled from head to 
foot; and my ſpirits were ſo diſordered, 
that I had almoſt ſwooned. The con- 
nection which 1 once had with theſe 
rogues, the adventure ofXelva,in ſhort, all 
the circumſtances of my correſpundence 
with them, preſented themſelves that 

moment to my fancy; and I thought 1 
| 3 


* 


could never be thankſul enough to God 
for having preſerved me from the ſca- 
pulary and carochas. : 

When the ceremony was ended, 1 
returned to the inn, trembling at the 
dreadful ſpectacle which I had beheld; 
but theſe affl cting images which dif. 
turbed my imagination diſperſed inſen- 
fibly : and now my whole ſtudy was to 
acquit myſelf handſomely of the com- 
miſſion entruſted to my care, I waited 
impatiently for play time, that I might 
go to the theatre, Naging that to be the 
moſt proper beginning of my work: and, 
as ſoon as the hour came, went thither, 
and fat down by a knight of Alcantara; 
with whom entering into converſation, 
* Signior,' ſaid I to him, may a ſtranger 
be fo bold as to aſk you one queſtion ?* 
« Signior Cavalier,“ anſwered he, very 
politely, * 1 ſhall think it an honour,” 
— 1 have heard the actors of Toledo,“ 
I reſumed, * very much extolled ; pray, 
© have I been miſinformed 2? —* No,” 
replied the knight; their company is 
not bad; nay, there are great players 
among them. | You will ſee, among 
© others, the fair Lucretia, an actreſs of 
*© fourteen years of age, who will fur- 
© prize you very much. I ſhall have 
no occaſion to point her out to you; 
© when ſhe appears, you will eafily diſ- 
© tinguiſh her from the reſt.“ 1 aſked 
if ſhe was to play that evening: and he 
told me ſhe would ; obſerving, at the 
ſame time, that ſhe had a very ſhining 
part to act in the piece which was going 
to be repreſented. 

The play began; and two actteſſes, 
who had neglected nothing which coule 
contribute towards rendering then. 
charming, appeared on the ſtage ; but, 
in ſpite of the luſtre ot their diamonds, 
took neither the one nor the other for 
her whom I expected. At length Lu- 
cretia walked forward from the bottom 
of the ſtage; and her appearance was 
ſaluted by a long and general clapping 
of hands. Ah, there ſhe is l' fad 1 
to myſelf; * what a noble air! what 
grace! what fine eyes! O the divine 
© creature!* I was actually very well 
pleaſed, or rather paſſionately ſtruck 
with her perſon, On hearing her recite 
the firſt couplet, I found ſhe had nature, 
fire, an underſtanding above her age; 
and I joined my applauſe to that which 
ſhe willingly received from the whole 
audience, during the „hole performance. 
© Well,” ſaid the knight to me, you ſee 
4 how Lucretia is careſſed by the pyb- 


* lick.'—* I am not at all ſurprized at 
* it,” anlwered J. You would be * 
9 
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2 ſo ſtill,' ſaid he, if you had heard 
her ſing. She is a perfect ſyren. Woe 
« be to thoſe who liſten 1 Her dancing is 
« no lefs formidable : her ſteps, as dan- 
* gerous as her voice, charm the eye, 
« and force the heart to yield. — , If that 
he the caſe,” cried I, it muſt be own- 
«ed ſhe is a rodigy} What happy 
* mortal has the pleaſure of ruining 
« himfelf for ſuch an amiable crea- 
tutte!“ 

« She has no declared lover,“ ſaid he, 
and even ſcandal has not as yet in- 
© yolved her in any private intrigue, 
« Nevertheleſs,* added he, this may 
« ſoon be the caſe ; for Lucretia is un- 
« der the conduct of her aunt Eſtella, 
* who is certainly the moſt expert of all 
« the actreſſes.“ At the name of Eſtella, 
1] interrupted the knight with precipt- 
tation, to aſk if that Eſtella was an 
actreſs of the Toledo company. She 
dis one of the beſt of them,” ſaid he; 
« ſhe has not acted to day, and we have 
« ſuffered by her abſence; ſhe uſually 
« plays the part of a waiting- woman, 
« which ſhe performs to admiration. 
Her action is full of ſpirit; perhaps 
'©« too full; but it is an agreeable fault, 
© which ought to be forgiven,* The 
knight told me wonders of this Eſtella; 
and by the picture he drew of her per- 
ſon, 1 never doubted that it was Laura, 


that ſame Laura of whom I have {ooken ' 


ſa much in my hiſtory, and whom 1 had 
left at Grenada, 

However, to be more certain ſtill, af- 
ter the play I went behind the ſcenes; 


nd, caſting my eyes around, found her 


in the tyring-room, talking to ſome gen- 
tlemen, who, perhaps, regarded her only 
as the aunt of Lucretia. I advanced to 
ſalute Laura ; but whether through 
whim, or in order to puniſh me for my 
* precipitate departure from Grenada, ſhe 
pretended not to know me, and received 
my civilities ſo dryly, that I was a little 
diſconcerted. Inſtead of upbraiding hei 
in a laughing humour for her cold beha- 
viour towards me, I was fool enough 
to be nettled at it: Ieven retired haſti- 
ly, reſolving in my paſlion, to return 
next day to Madrid. * To be revenged 
« of Laura,“ ſaid Ito myſelf, her niece 
© ſhall not have the honour of appearin 

© before the king : for this purpoſe, 

© can give the miniſter ſuch a deſcription 
of Lucretia as I pleaſe; I have no 
* more to do, but to tell him that ſhe 
* dances with a bad grace, that ſhe has 
© a ſqueaking voice; and, in ſhort,, that 
v her chæruis cdnſift in her youth only. 
«I am ſure that his excellency, after 


— — mn rm 


that, will have no inclination to bring 
© her to court.“ 48 ITS 
Sith was the vengeance I meditated 


againſt Laura for her behaviour to me; 


but my reſentment did. not laſt long : 
next day, juſt as I was about to depart, 
a page entered my chamber, and ſaid, 
: Here is a letter for Signior de Santil.. 
© lane, '—* I am the perſon, my child,“ 
anſwered I, taking the letter, which 
contained theſe words. | 


| <FORGET the manner in which you 


was received laſt night in the tyring- 
room, and be ſo good as to follow t 
© bearer.? | 


| 


I immediately took the page for my con- 
ductor, who, when we were near the 
| II introduced me into à v 
andſpme houſe, where I found Laura 
at her toilette in a very genteel apart», 
ment. . 
She got up to embrace me, ſaying, 
« Signior Gil Blas, I know that yaw 
© have no cauſe to be pleaſed with the 
© reception you met with when you came 
to ſalute me in our tyring- room; an 
| « old friend, like vou, had a right ta ex» 
© pet more civil treatment: but I muſk 
© tell you, for my excuſe, that I was 
© then in a very bad humour. When 
| « you appeared, I was quite engrofſed 
« by ſome ſcandalous diſcourſe. which 
one of our gentlemen had uttered 
© againſt my. niece, whoſe honour is 
« dearer to me than my own. Your 
* ſudden retreat,“ added ſhe, * made me 
© immediately recollect myſelf; and that 
moment I ordered my page to follow 
© you to your lodging that I might to» 
© day make amends for my fault. — 
That is already done, my dear Laura,” 
ſaid 1, * let us talk no more of that mat- 
ter: let us rather inform ane another 
of what has happened to us ſince the 
© unlucky day on which the dread of juſt 
* chaſtiſement made me quit Grenada 
with great precipitation. I left you 
« you may remember, in pretty great 
« perplexity: pray, how did you extri- 
© cate yourſelt? Had you not occaliva 
for all your addreſs to appeaſe your 
Portugueze lover?! Not at all,“ re- 
plied Laura : * don't you know, that in 
luch caſes the men are ſo weak, that 
© they ſometimes even ſpare the women 
the trouble to juſtify themſelves. I af. 
« firmed,” continued ſhe, to th& Mar» 
quis de Marialva, that thou waſt my 
© brother. Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, 
if I ſpeak to you as familiarly as here- 


 * tofore:; but I can't get rid of my ald 
« habits. 
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„ habits. I tell thee, then, that I bra- 


© zened it out. Don't you ſee,” ſaid 
to the Portugueze nobleman, „ that 
all this is the work of jealouſy and 
« rage? Narciſſa, my comrade and ri- 
« val, incenſed to fee me in quiet poſ- 
4c ſeſſion of a heart of which ſhe was 
«© halked, has played me this trick: 
ie ſhe has bribed the under candle -ſnuf- 
«<fer; who, as the miniſter of her re- 
« ſentment, has the impudence to fay, 
*«« that he has ſeen me Arſenia's cham- 
« ber-maid. Nothing can be more 
« falfe : the widow of Don Antonio 
1 Cœlo always entertained too noble 


2 fentiments to humble herſelf fo low 
 «« as to ſerve an actreſs. 


Beſides, what 
4 proves the falſity of the accuſation, 


e and the conſpiracy of my accufers, is 


a the precipitate retreat of my brother: 
4e ;f he was preſent, he might confound 
their ffhander ; but Narciſſa has, doubt- 
« lefs, employed fome new artifice to 
make him difappear.” Though theſe 
© reaſons,* purfued Laura, made but 


«© an indifferent apology, the Marquis 


« was fo good as to be ſatisfied with it; 
© and that good-natured nobleman con- 
« tinued to love me until the day of his 
departure from Grenada, on his return 
© to Portugal. Indeed, he did not ſtay 
long after thee : and the wife of Za- 


< pata had the pleafure of ſeeing me loſe 


« the lover of whom I had deprived her. 


© After that 1 lived ſome years at Gre- 


« nada ; then a diviſion happening in our 
« company, which is ofren the caſe, all 
«£ the players ſeparated : ſome went to 
Seville, others to Cordova, and 1 came 
to Toledo, where | have beenten years, 
with my niece Lucretia, whom thou 
«* muſt have ſeen act laſt night, ſince 
© thou waſt at the play.“ 

I could not help laughing in this place; 
and Laura aſking the cauſe, Can't you 
« neſs !* faid J. You have neither 
brother nor ſiſt-r, and of conſequence, 
cannot be Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, 
« when I calculate the time which hath 
« elapſed fince our laſt ſeparation, and 
© compare it with the age of your niece, 
I cannot help thinking that you are 
« more nearly related.“ 

©] underſtand you, Mr. Gil Blas,“ re- 
plied Don Antonio's widow, reddening; 
hat a chronologiſt you are! it is im- 
« poſſible to make you believe it. Well 
then, my friend, Lucretia is my daugh- 


© ter by the Marquis de Marialva ; the 


« is the fruit of «ur correſpondence; I 
can no longer conceal it from thee.— 
What a great effort you make, my 


« princeſs,” laid I, in revealing t 
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© ſecret, after, having imparted to i 
© your adventures with the ſteward o 

the hoſpital of Zamora. 1 muſt tell 
© you, moreover, Lucretia is a maid of 
* ſuch ſingular merit, that the publick 
© can never be thankful enough to you 
for having made ſuch a preſent to it. 
© It were to be wiſhed, that all your com- 
© rades had done the ſame.*—If ſome 
miſchievous reader, in this place, recol 

lecting the private converſations which I 
had with Laura at Grenada, while I was 


| ſecretary to the Marquis de Marialva, 


ſuſpects that T might have diſputed with 
the. nobleman the honour of being Lu- 
cretia's father, it is a ſuſpicion the juſtice 
of which I muſt avow to my ſhame.—I 
recounted my principal adventures to 
Laura in my turn, and made her ac- 
quainted with my preſent ſituation. She 
liſtened to my narration ſo attentively as 
to ſhew that it was far from being indif- 
ferent to her; and when 1 had finiſhed 
it, Friend Santillane,“ faid fhe, *I 
* find you act a very conſiderable part 
© on the theatre of the world; and you 
© cannot imagine how much I am over- 
* joyed at your good fortune. When 

© ſhall bring Lucretia to Madrid, with 
an intention to introduce her into the 
* prince*s company, I flatter myſelf that 
© ſhe will find a powerful protector in 
«© Signior de Santillane.'—* Never doubt 
© that? anſwered 1; tr may depend 
upon me : Iwill procure your daugh- 
© ter's admittance into the prince's com- 
0 pany whenever you pleaſe : this is what 
© 1 can promiſe, without preſuming too 
© much upon my power.'—* I would 
© take you at your word,*replied Laura, 
© and fet out for Madrid to-morrow, 
© were I not reſtricted to this place by 
« engagements with our company.“ — 
An order from court can break theſe 
© ties,” faid 1; © and you ſhall receive 
one in leſs than eight days, I ſhall be 
© pleaſed in taking Lucretia Trom the 
c Toledans: ſuch an handſome actreis 
is deſtined for courtiers, and properly 
belongs to us.“ : 

Lucretia entered the room juſt as I had 
pronounced theſe words, and ſeemed ſo 
pretty and engaging, that I took her 
for the goddeſs Hebe. She had juſt 
riſen; and her natural beauty, ſhining 
without the help of art, preſented a 
raviſhing object to my view. * Come, 
© niece,” ſaid her mother to her, come, 
© and thank this gentleman for his friend. 
© ſhip: he is an old acquaintance of 
© mine, who has great intereſt at court, 
© and intends to introduce us both into 
the prince's company.*—Theſe Words 

| ſeemed 


ſeemed to give pleaſure to the dear girl, 
who made me a low curtſey, and ſaid, 
with an enchanting ſmile, * 1 moſt hum- 
« bly thank you for your obliging inten- 
tion; but, in taking me from the peo. 
4 ple by whom I am beloved, are you 
6 ie that I ſhall pleaſe the audience at 
Madrid e I thall, perhaps, loſe by the 
change. I remember to have heard 
© my ant fay, that ſhe has ſeen actors 
« careſſed in one place and hiſſed ia an- 
other, and this gives me ſome con- 
* cern : beware of expoſing me to the 
© contempt and yourſelf to the re- 
© proaches of the court.'—* Fair Lucre- 
© tia,” anſwered I, neither you nor I 
© have reafon to be henſive of that: 
« I rather fear that, by inflaming all that 
© behold you, you will create ſome miſ- 
* underſtanding among our grandees. '— 
The fear my mece,* ſaid Laura, 
* is better founded than yours; but I 
© hope they are both vain : if Lucretia 
* carinot make a noife by her charms, in 
recompence, ſhe is no contemptible 
« aftreſs.* 

Our converſation - laſted fome time 
longer; and I had reaſon to conclude, 
frem every thing which Lucretia ſaid, 
that ſhe was a maid of a ſuperior genius. 
I then took my leave of the two ladies, 
aſſuring them that they ſhould ſoon 
have an order from court to repair to 
Madrid. 


CHAP. Il. 


Santillane gives an account of his commiſſion 
to the munifler, who employs him to bring 
Lucretia to Madrid. The arrival of that 
actreſi, and her appearance at court. 


AT my return to Madrid, I found 
the count-duke very impatient to 
Enow the ſucceſs of my journey. Gil 
© Blas,” faid he, * haſt thou ſeen this 
* ſame aftreſs? Is ſhe worth bringin 
© to court . My lord,” I replied, 
Fame, which ufually praiſes beauties 
more than they deſerve, has not ſaid 
enough in commendation of young Lu- 
* cretia : ſhe is an admirable creature, 
both as to her perſon and talents.'— 
*1s it poſſible !! cried the miniſter, with 
an interior ſatisfation which I read in 
his eyes, and which made me believe 
that he had ſent me to Toledo on his 
own account, * is it poſſible that ſhe can 
be ſo amiable?! —* When you have 
feen her, anſwered I, you wilt o, 
that no enlogium can do juſtice to her 
„ eha rms Suntillanes? faid/his excel - 
. « give me a faithful relation of 
© 


4 
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hear it.. To ſatisfy my maſter, I then 
recdunted all, even the Hiſtory of Laura 
 incluſively. I told him, that this aQtreſs 
had Luetetia by the Mg de Mari- 
alva, 4 Portugueſe nobleman, who, 
ſtopping at Grenada on his travels, fell 
in witlr her. In ſhort, when I had 
recounted to his grace every thing that 
happened between the two actreſſes a 


that Lucretia is the daughter of 
© of quality; that circumſtance intereſts 
© me ſtill more in her behalf; ſhe muſt 
be brought to town. But,' added he, 
continue as thou haſt begun; let not 
me appear in it: every thing mu 
© in the name of Gil Blas de Santillane.” 
I went and told Carnero, that his ex- 
cellency deſired him to expedite an or - 
| der, by which the king received into 
his company Eſtella and Lucretia, two 
actreſſes of Toledo. Aha, Signior de 


rical ſmile; yes, you ſhall be ſery 

immediately, ſince, in all appearance, 
c you intereſt yourſelf for theſe two 
5 adies.“ At the ſame time, he wrote 
an order with his own hand, and deli. 


I ſent it inſtantly to Eſtella by the ſame 
lacquey who had attended me to Tole- 
do. Eight days after, the mother and 

daughter arriving at Madrid, took lodg- 
ings hard by the prince's company, and 
their firſt care was to give me notice of 
it by a billet. I vifited them immedi. 


ſervice on my fide, and as many ac- 
knowledgments on theirs, I left them to 
prepare for their firſt publick appear - 
ance, which I wiſhed might be brilliant 
and ſucceſsful. 

They advertiſed themſelves as two 
new actreſſes, whom the prince's com- 
pany had received by an order from 
court; and they began with a comedy 
which they had often acted at Toledo 
with applauſe. In what part of the 
world are new fights diſregarded? The 
playhouſe was that day filled with'an 
extraordinary concourſe of ſpectators; 
and you may well imagine that I did 
not fail to be there. 1 ſyiffered a little 
before the piece began; and, prepoſ- 
ſeſſed as I was in favuur of the talents 
both of mother and daughter, I trem- 
| bled for them: ſo much was I intereſted 
in their ſucceſs. But ſcarce had they 
opened their mouths, when” my fear 
| was baniſhed by the applauſe which they 
received. Eſtella was looked upon as a 
conſummate comick actreſs, and Encre. 


journey; 1 ſhall be very glad to 


nas prodigy in tender parts. This 
1 


nd 
me, he ſaid, I am overjoyed to 84 
an 


ately, where, after a thouſand offers of 


lat 


paſs 


© Santillane l' ſaid Carnero, with a fati- 


vered it to me to be expedited ; ſo that 
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laſt captivated all hearts, Some admired j, The count-duke having repeated this 


the beauty of her eyes, others were 
touched by the ſweetneſs of her voice ; 
and every body, ſtruck, with the graces 
and brilliancy of her youth, went away 
enchanted by her appearance. 

The count duke, being mgre intereſt- 
ed than I imagined in the firſt eſſay of 
this aCtieſs, was at the play that even- 
ing; and I ſaw him go out about the 


end of the performance, ſeemingly very 


well ſatisfied with our two new players. 
Curious to know if he was really affect- 
ed. with their ſuccefs, I followed him 
. home, and going into his cloſet juſt af- 
ter him, Well, my lord,” ſaid I, is 
-* your excellency fatisfied with young 
; 1 ? — My excellency,' an- 
ſwered he, ſmiling, „would be very 
nice indeed, if I refuſed to join my vote 
to that of the publick. Yes, child, I 
am charmed with thy Lucretia, and 1 
don't doubt that the king will be pleaſ- 
© ed when he ſees her.“ 


CHAP. III. 


Lucretia makes a great noiſe at court, and 
als before the hing, who falls in love with 
her. The confequence of his paſſion. 


* appearance of two new aCtreſſes 
; ſoon made a noiſe at court : the ve- 
ry next day it was ſpoke of at the king's 
levee. Some noblemen extolled young 
Lucretia in particular, and drew ſuch a 
beautiful picture of her, that the mo- 

narch was ſtruck with it : but, diſſem- 
bling the impreſſion which their dif- 
courſes made upon his heart, he ſeemed 
to take no notice of what they ſaid. Ne- 


vertheleſs, as ſoon. as he found himielf | 


alone with the count-duke, he aſked 
who this actreſs was whom they praiſed 
ſo much. The minifter anſwered, that 
ſhe was a young player of Toledo, who 
had made her fiiſt appearance the pre 
ceding night with great ſucceſs. She 
« is called Lucretia,“ added he; a name 
very ſuitable to people ot her profeſſi- 
on. She is an acquaintance of Santil- 
© lane's, who ſpoke ſo much in her fa- 
« your, that I thought proper to receive 
« her into your majefty's company.“ 
The king ſmiled when he heard my 
name mentioned, becauſe he remem- 
bered, perhaps, at that moment, that it 
was I who had made him acquainted 
with Catalina, and foreſaw that I ſhould 
do him the ſame ſervice on this occa- 
ſion, Count,“ faid he to the minj- 
ter, © I will go to-morrow and ſee this 
Lucretia att. Take care to advertiſe 
ber of my intention“ | | 
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converſation to me, and informed me 
of the king's deſign, ſent me to impart 
it to our two actreſſes. I come, ſaid 
Ito Laura, who was the firſt I met, * to 
tell you.a-piere of great news; you 
will, to-morrow, have among your 
* ſpectators the ſovereign! of this mo- 
* narchy ; this is what I am ordered 
the miniſter to acquaint you with. 
* don't doubt that your daughter and you 
* will do your utmoſt to deſerve the ho- 
* nour which the king intends you ; but 
I adviſe you to chuſe a piece in which 
© there is both dancing and muſick, that 
© he may admire all the talents of Lu- 
© cretia together,'—* We will take your 
advice, replied Laura, * and do all in 
© our power to amuſe the prince.'— 
| —* He cannot fail of being pleaſed,” 
ſaid 1, ſeeing Lucretia come in, in a 
diſhabille, which gave her more charms 
than the moſt ſuperb theatrical dreſs. 
He will be ſo much the more ſatisfied 
© with your lovely niece, as he loves 
| * ſinging and dancing above all other 
© entertainments : who knows but he 
may be tempted to, throw the hand- 
« kerchief at her Y—* 1 don't at all 
** wiſh,” replied Laura, that he may have 
© any ſuch temptation ; notwithſtand- 
© ing his being a powerful monarch, he 
might find obſtacles to the accompliſh- 
* ment of his defires. Lucretia is vir- 
* tuous, though bred behind the ſcenes, 
© and whatever pleaſure ſhe may feel in 
« ſeeing herſelf applauded on the ſtage, 
© ſhe would much rather paſs for a mo- 
« deſt girl than for a good actreſs.” 
Why ſhould my aint,” ſaid young 
Marialva, joining in the converſation, 
© form ſuch chimeras to fight with? I 
© ſhall neyer be obliged to repulſe the 
«© ſighs of the king; the delicacy of his 
(talte will ſave him from the reproaches 
he would deſerve, if he could humble 
© his attention ro me. —“ But charming 
Lucretia,“ faid I, * ſhould it happen 
that the prince would attach himſelf 
to you, and chuſe you for his miſtreſs, 
« would you be ſo cruel as to let him 
. © languiſh in your chains like an ordi- 
© nary lover f?— Why not?” anſwered 
; ſhe, Ves, doubtleſs: and though vir- 
tue were out of the queſtion, my vanity 
* would exult much more in reſiſting 
© than in yielding to his paſſion.“ I was 
not a little aſtoniſhed to hear a pupil of 
Laura talk in this manner; and left 
the lodies; praiſing the laſt for having 
beſtowed ſuch good education on the 
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Next day the king, impatient to ſee 


Lucretia, went to the play, They act. 
ed a performance, mixed with ſongs and 
dances, in Which our young actreſs 
Mone very much. From the beginning 


to the end I kept my eyes fixed on the 
monarch, and in his looks endeavoured | 


to read his thoughts ; but he baffled 
my Fan by an air of gravity 
Which all along he affected to preſerve, 
I did not learn till next day what 1 was 
To curious to know, * Santillane,” laid 
the miniſter to me, I have juſt lett the 
© king, why has ſpoke to me of Lucre- 


© tia with ſo much vivacity, that I 


am convinced he is captivated by that 
young player; and as I told him that 
thou waſt the occaſion of bringing her 
from Toledo, he ſaid, he ſhould be 
* glad to talk with thee in private on 
; P 

© that ſubject. 


Go, inſtantly, and pre- 


© fent thyſelf at his chamber-door, 


* where there is an order already giyen 
to admit thee. Run, therefore, and 


bring me back, as ſoon as poſſible, an 


* account of the converſation.” 
I flew inſtantly to the palace, where 
J found the king alone, walking very 


faſt in expectation of my coming, and 


ſeemingly very much perplexed. He 
put ſeveral queſtiyns to me about Lu- 
cretia, whole hiſtory he obliged me to 
recount : he then aſked, it the little 
gentlewoman had ever been engaged in 
any intrigue. I boldly aſſured him that 
ſhe had not, (thongh theſe ſorts of a- 
Jurances ar: a little raſh') and the 
prince ſeemed very glad tv hear it. 
If that be the caſe,” ſaid he, I chule 
* thee for my agent with Lucretia; and 
$ delire that by thy means ſhe may this 
© evening learn her victory. Go, lig- 
;* nify her conqueſt from me,“ added he, 
E into my, hand a diamond neck- 

ce worth torty thouſan.i crowns ; * and 


© tell her, that T deſire the will accept 


of that preſent, until 1 give her more 
* ſolid marks of my affection." 

Before I performed this commiſſion, 
'T went back to the count-duke, and 
made a faithful report ot what the king 


had ſaid: with this I imagined the mi- 


niſter woula be mort afflicted than re- 
Joiced ; far I believed (as | have already 
obſerved) that he himſelf had amoroys 


views upon Lucretia, and would be 


chagrined to hear that his maſter was 
become his rival; but I was miſtaken. 
Far from ſeeming mortified at the news, 
it gave him ſo much joy, that, being 
unable to contain it, ſome words eſcap- 


ed him, which did not fall to the ground. 
Aha, Philip l' cried he; * egad I have 


GE BLAS'of 
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you faſt. For once, you will be sick 
of bulineſs.“ This apoſtrophe diſ- 


| cloſed the whole contrivance of the 


count-duke. 1 now perceived that the 
miniſter, being afraid of the King's ape 
plying. himſelf to ſerious affairs, ene 
d-avolireil to amuſe him with pleaſures 
more ſuitable to his humour. “San: 
© tillane,"* ſaid he, afterwards, * loſe ng 
time; make haſte, my friend, to g 
and execute the important 6rderwhic 
© thou haſt received, and which a great 
many noblemen at court would glory 
© in performing. Conſider,” fai he, 
© that thou halt here no co nt de Lemos 
© to deprive thee of one half of the ho- 
* nour acquired in this ſervice; thou 
© wilt have it entirely to thyſelf; and, 
© moreover, enjoy all the fruits of it.“ 
Thus did his excellency gild the pill, 
which 1 ſwallowed down gently, thoug 
not without taſting qre bitterneſs of it: 
for, ſince my impriſonment, I had been 
uſed to look upon things in à moral 
point of view, and did not think the 


|] poſt of Mercury in chief quite fo” ho- 


nourable as it was called. However, 
though 1 was not vicious enough to 
perform it without remorſe, 1 had not 
virtue ſufficient to make me refuſe the 
employment. 1 therefore obeyed the 
king the more willingly, as I ſaw at the 
ſame time that my compliance would be 
agreeable to the miniſter whom it was my 
ſole ſludy to pleaſe. 1 thought prope 
to addreſs myſelf at firft to Laura, to 
whom, in a private converſation, I dif+ 
cloſed my miſſion in a diſcreet manner 
and towards the end of the diſcourſe, 
preſented the jewels ; at ſight of which 
the lady, being unable to conceal her Joys 
gave a looſe to it. Signior Gil Blas, 
cried ſhe, * L ought not to conſtrain my- 
© ſelf before my oldeſt and beſt friend. 
+ I ſhould be to blame in affecting @ - 
© falſe ſeverity of morals,. and makin 
© grimaces with you. Yes; You 20 
© not doubt it,* continued ſhe; '*1 am 
* overjoyed that my daughter has 
© made ſuch a precious conqueſt, all 
© the advantages of which I compre* 
hend; but, between you and me, I am 
afraid thit Lucretia will look upd] 
* them with a different eye: for, thuug 
©a young actreſs, ſhe is ſo careful of 
© her chaſtity, that ſhe has already re- 
© jected the addrefſes of two young 
© noblemen;. both amiable and rich. 
© You may fay, irdeed, that theſe were 
© not kings. True; and in all probg- 
*<bility, th paſſion of a crowned head 
« will ſhake the virtue of *Lucretig, 
« Nevertheleſs; 1 muſt tell you, that 
Uugs © the 


* the thing is uncertain, and I declare 
* that Iwill never force the inclinations | 
4 of my er. If, far from think- 
7 5 herſel honoured by the tranſient | 

affection of the king, the ſhall regard 
that honour as infamous, let not that 
great prince be difobliged if ſhe ſhall 
© conceal herſelf from him. Return to- 
* morrow,* added ſhe, and then I will 
stell you whether you muſt carry back 
*to him a favourable anſwer, or his 
« jewels.” 

1 didnotatall doubt that Laura would 
exhort Lucretia to (werve from her du- 
ty, rather than re main in it, and I de- 
| uv a good deal on that exhortation, 
Never heleſs, I learned with ſurpriſe 
next day, that Laura had as much diffi- 
culty in ſwaying her daughter to vice as 
other mothers have to torm their's to 
virtue; and, which is ſtill more ſurpriz- 
ing, Lucretia, after having granted ſome 

rivate interviews to the monarch, felt 

o much remorſe for having yielded to 

his deſires, that ſhe quitted the world all 
of a ſudden, and ſhut herſelf up in the 
monaſtery of the Incarnation, where ſhe 
ſoon fell ſick, and died of grief. Laura 
being inconſolable for the loſs of her 
flag iter, whoſe death ſhe upbraided 
herſelf with, retired into the convent 
of the Female Penitents, there to mourn 
the pleaſures of her youth. The king 
was affected by the unexpected retreat 
of Lucretia; but being of a humour not 
bo be long afflicted at any thing, conſoled 

imſelf by degrees for this event. As 
for the count-duke, although he did not 
ſeem very much touched at this incident, 
it did not fail to give him a great deal of 
mortification; and this the reader will 
cEalily believe. | 

wp &, + " | 
Santillane is inveſted by the minifler with a 
new employment. 

1 | dos alſo ſenſibly affected by the mis. 

L fortune of Lucretia, and felt ſuch 
remorſe for having contributed tg it, 
that, looking upon myſelf as aninfamous 
wretch, in ſpite of the quality of the lo- 
ver whoſe paſſion I had ſerved, I re- 
*. to abandon the caduceus for ever. 

even expreſſed to the miniſter the re- 
luctance I had to bear it, and begged he 
would employ me in ſomething elle. 
* Santillane,* ſaid he, 1 am charmed 
* with thy delicacy; and, ſince thou art 
n man of ſuch henour, will give thee 
an occupation more ſuitable to thy vir- 
* tue. "this it is; liſten atteatively to 
* whatl am going to impart. 
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© bly became pregnant, an 


Some years before I was in favour, 
continued he, *chance one day preſented 
* to my view a lady ſo handſome and 
* well made, that I ordered her to be 
* follovxed. I learned that ſhe was a Ge- 
* nuveſe. called Donna Margarita Spinola, 
* who lived at Madrid on the revenue of 
© her beauty, and that Dan Franciſco d 
© Valeaſar, an alcade of the court, a rich 
* old married man, ſpent a great deal o 
money upon the coquette. This re- 
port, which ought to have infpired me 
© with contempt for her, made me con- 
© ceive a violent defire of ſharing her fa- 
* vours with Valeaſar; and, to ſatisfy it, 
I had recourſe to a female feder ter 
* who had the addreſs in a little time to 
* procure for me a private interview with 
the Genoeſe ; and that was followed by 
many more, ſo that my rival and I were 
© equally weil treated for our preſents, 
© Perhaps, too, ſhe had other gallants as 
© happy as we were. 

ge that as it will, Margarita, in re- 
* ceiving ſuch confuted homage, inſenſi- 
brought 
© forth a ſon, the honour of who e 
© beſtowed on each of her lovers in par- 
* ticular; but not one of them being in 
conſcience able to boaſt himſelt the fa- 
© ther of that child, it was difowned by 
© them all; ſo that the Genoeſe was 
© obliged to maintain it with the fruit of 
© her intrigues : this ſhe did for eighteen 
© years, at the end of which term dying, 
© ſhe has le fi her ſon without fortune, and. 
© which is worſe, without education.“ 

This,“ purſued his grace, is the 
© ſecret I had to impart, and Iwill now 
inform thee of the great deſign which I 
© have projected. | will bring this v1 
© fortunate child from obſcurity ; an 
making him paſs from one extreme to 
© another, raiſe him to honours, and 
© own him for my ſon.“ 

At this extravagant project it was im- 
poſſible for me to hold my tongue. How, 
i my lord!” cried I; can your excel- 
© lency have taken ſuch a ſtrange reſo- 
© lu jon; pardon me for uſing that term, 
© which hath eſcaped my zeal.'—* Thou 
wilt ſay that I am very prudent,” he 
replied, with precipitation, when I 
© have told thee the reaſons that have 
determined me to take it. 1 don't de- 
© fire that my cellaterals ſhould be my 
© heirs, Thou wilt ſay, that I am not 
© as yet of ſuch an advanced age as to 
© make me deſpair of having children by 
* my Lady Olivarez, But every one 
+ knows himſelf beſt. Let it ſuffice to 
x, tell thee, that there is no ſecret in chy- 


 * miſtry which 1 have not tried in yajn 
| eee 
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* to become a father. 
Fortune, ſupplyi 
* tare, preſents a child to me, whoſe 
* true father „ am, I am reſolved 
© to adopt him,” hen I 
©* ſter bent on this adoption, I ceaſed to 
«© oppole it, knowing him to be a man 
capable of committing a fooliſh action 
©rather than ſwerve from his own opi- 
nion. The ſole bulineſs now,“ add- 
ed he, * is to beſtow education upon Don 
| Henry Philip de Guzman, Ffor this 
name I intend he ſhall bear) until he 
e ſhall be in a condition to poſſeſs the 
„ dignities that await him. Thou, my 
dear Santillane, art the perſon whom 
* I chuſe to be his tutor. I confide in 
thy underſtanding and attachment to 
* me for thy care in regulating his fami- 
« ly, in giving him all ſorts of maſters; 
in a word, of making him an accom- 
'« pliſhed cavalier.” 
fuſed this employment, repreſenting to 
the count duke, that I was very ill qua- 
| lified to educate young noblemen, having 
never practiſed that bulineſs, which re 
uired more knowledge and merit than 
1 poſſeſſed. 
and ſhut my mouth, by ſaying, that he 
was abſolutely reſolved to make me go- 
vernor to this adopted ſon, whom he 
deſtined for the firſt offices of the mo- 
narchy. I prepared myſelf, therefore, 
to fill this place for the ſatisfaction of 
his grace, who, to reward my compli- 
ance, increaſed my ſmall revenue with 
a penſion of a thouſand crowns, which 
he procured, or rather gave me, on the 
commandery of Mamdra. 


CHAP. V. 


The ſon of the Genoeſe is owned by an au- 
thentic act, and called Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman. Santillane forms the family 
of that 9 and hires all ſorts 


of maſters for him. 


HE count-duke in a little time actu- 
ally owned the fon of Donna Mar- 
garita Spinola, and the deed was exe- 
cuted with the conſent and inclination 
of the king. Don Henry Philip de 
Guzman (for that was the name given 
to this child of many fathers) was de- 
clared ſole heir of the Count d'Olivarez, 


and of the duchy of San Lucar. The” 


- miniſter, that nobody might be ignorant 
of this event, ordered Carnero to com- 
municate the declaration to the ambaſ- 
ſadors and grandees of Spain, who were 
not a little ſurprized at his conduct. 
The wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth 
from it a long time, and the ſatirical 


ſaw the mini- 


I would have re- 


But he interrupted me, 


ILLANE. 
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poets did not neglect ſuch a fair oecaſion 
of ſhedding the gall of their pens. 
When 1 aſked where this gentleman 
was whom his grace intended to entruſt 
to my care, He is in this city,” he re- 
plied, © under the direction of an aunt, 
from whom I will take him as ſoon as 
© thou ſhalt have prepared a houſe far 
© him.* This was ſoon performed. T 
took a houſe, which 1 cauſed to be 
magnificently furniſhed ; hired pages, a 
porter, and footman ; and, with the af- 
ſiſtance of Caporis, filled up the places 
of his officers. When I had completed 
his attendants, I went and advertiſed his 
excellency, who immediately ſent for his 
equivocal heir and new ſhoot from the 
trunk of the Guzmans, and I found him 
a tall young fellow of an agreeable per- 
fon. * Don Henry, ſaid his grace to 
him, pointing with his tinger to me, 
© this gentleman is the guide whom LI 
© have choſen to conduct you im the ca- 
© reer of life. I have the greateſt confi- 
© dence in him, and give him an abſolute 
© power over you. Ves, Santillane,* ſaid 
he, turning to me, © 1 abandon him en- 
© yrely to your care, and don't doubt 
© that you will give a good account of 
him.“ To this diſcourſe the miniſter 
joined others, exhorting the young man 
to ſubmit to my directions; after which 
I conducted Don Henry to his houſe, 
where whenwe arrived, I madeall his da- 
meſticks paſs in review before him, ſigni- 
fying the office of each, He did not ſeem 
contounded at the change of his condi- 
tion; and, accommodating himſelf to 
the deference and officious ref; that 
was ſhewn to him, he ſeemed to have 
been always that which he was now be- 
come by chance. He did not want ca- 
city, but was wholly illiterate, bein 
carce able to read or write. furniſh 
him with a preceptor to teach him the 
elements of the Latin tongue, and hired 
for him maſters of geography, hiſtory, 
and fencing. You may well believe, that 
I did not forget a dancing-maſter: I was 
only embarraſſed in the choice; for at 
that time there was a great number fa- 


—— 


mous in that proſeſſion at Madrid, and 


I did not know to whom I ought to give 
the preference. While I was in this per- 
plexity, a man richly dreſſed came into 
ide court, and I being told that he wadt-. 
ed to ſpeak with me, went to him, img- 
gining that he was at leaſt a knight of 
| Et. Jago or Alcantar-. When'l aſked 
his commands, * Signior de Santillane,“ 
anſwered he, after having made ſeveral 


| bows, which ſmelled ſtrongly of his pro- 


feſſion, underſtanding that your * 


: returned from Mexico. 
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is the perſon who chuſes maſters for 
« Signior Don Henry, I am come to offer 


my ſervice; my name is Martin Ligero; 
«and J have, (thank Heaven!) ſome 
reputation. It is not my cuſtom to 
come and ſol:cir for ſcholars; that is 
© the province of little obſcure dancing- 
« maſters. I uſually wait until I am ſent 
for; butas I have taught the Duke de 
« Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, 
and fome other noblemen of the family 
« of Guzmin, to which | am as it were 
« a ſervant burn, I thought it my duty 
« to anticipate your meſſage.*—* I find 
by your diſcourle,” ſaid 1, * that you 
© are the man we want. How much do 
© you take per month ?*—* Four double 
« yiſtoles,* anſwered he, is the current 
price, and I give but two leſſons 77 
werk. —“ Four doubloons a mon h!“ 
cried I, that is a great deal.'—* How | 
«* agreat deal!” replied he, with an air 
of aſtoniſhment; * you would give a piſ- 
« tole a-month to a maſter of philoſo- 
4 phy.“ ' 

There was no reſiſting ſuch a pleaſant 
reple, at which 1 laughed heartily, and 
_ aſked Signior Ligero, if hereally thought 

a man of his profeſſion preterable to a 
mafter of philoſophy. * Doubtleſs,” ſaid 
he; * we are of much greater uſe than 
© thoſe gentlemen. What is a man before 
'« he has paſſed throughour hands ? what 
© but an ill licked cub? but our leſ- 
« ſons mould him by little and little 
into a due form. In a word, we teach 
him to move gracefully, giving him 
attitudes and airs of dignity and impor- 
© tance.? | ; 

1 yielded fo the arguments of this 
dancing-maſter, whom I hired for Don 
Henry at the rate of four double piſtoles 
a month, fince that was the price of great 
maſters oi his art. 

; CH AF. VI. 

| Scipin returning from New-Spain, Gil Blas 

+ ſottles him in the ſervice of Don Henry. 
ue ſtudies of that young nobleman, with 


the honours which wore conferred upon 


i han, and an account of the lady to whom he 


was married. Gil Blas becomes noble in 


|» ſpite of himſelf. 


I Had not as yet completed the half of 


Don Henyy's family, when Scipio 
I aſked him if 
he was fatished with his voy ge, and he 


. anſwered, (I have reaſon to be do; ſince, 
'« with three thouſand ducats in ſpecie, I 


have brought over twice as much in 


© merchandize of the conſumption of this 


"— 


plinable. 


child,“ I replied. Thy fortune is 
© now begun; and it is in thy power to 
* complete it, by returning to the Indies 
* next year; or, it thou preferreſt an a- 
* greeable poſt at Madrid to the trouble 
© of going ſo far to amaſs wealth, thon 
* haſt nothing to do but to ſpeak; I have 
© one at thy ſervice.'—"" Egad l' ſaid 
the ſon of Coſcolina, -* there is no room 
for heſitation. I would much rather 
© execute a good employment near you, 
than expoſe myfelf anew to the perils 
ot along voyage. Pray, maſter, explain 
* yourſelf; what poſt do you intend far 
© your humble ſervant?” ; 
For his better information, I recount- 
ed to him the ſtory of the young noble. 
man whom the count-duke bad intra- 
duced into the family of Guzman; and 
after having told him, that the miniſter 
had ch ſen me governor to Non Henry, 
I promiſed to make him valet de cham- 
bre to that adopted ſon. Scipio, who 
alked no better, willingly accepted the 
poſt, and acquitted himlelf in it ſo well, 
that in leſs than hree or four days he 
acquired the confidence and friendſhip 


'of his new maſter. 


I imagined that the pedagogues whom 
I had choſen to teach the ſon of the Ge- 
noeſe, would find their Latin thrown a- 
way, believing one at his age undiſci- 
But I was much miſtaken. 
He eaſily comprehended and retained all 
that was ſhewn to him, and his maſters 
were very well ſatisfied with his capa- 
city. I ran eagerly to impart this piece 
of news to the duke, who received it 
with exceſlive joy. * Santillane,* cried 
he, tranſported, I am raviſhed to hear 
that Don Henry has ſuch a memory and 
© penetration! I perceive my own blood 
in him; and what cunvinces me of his 
being my fon is, that I feel az much 
* affection for him, as it he had been 
born by my Lady Olivarez. Thou 
© {eeſt by this, my friend, that nature 
declares itſelf.“ I was not fool enough 
to tell his grace my ſentiments of the 
matter; but, reſpecting his weakneſs, 
left him to enjoy the pleaſure (Whether 
true or talſe) of believing himſelf the 
father of Don Henry. 


'T'2 | 
Although the Guzmans entertained a a 


mortal hatred tq this young nobleman of 
freſh date, they diſſembled it out of po- 
licy ; nay, ſome of them affected to court 
his friendſhip; he was viſited by the 
ambaſſadors and grand-es who were then 
at Midrid, and honoured by them as 
much as if he had been a legitimate fon 
of the count-duke, This miniſter, over- 
joyed to fee ſuch incenſe —_— 

idol, 


* 
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idol, ſoon decked him with dignities. 
He began by 2 he king the croſs 
of Alcantara, with a commandery of 
ten thouTand crowns, for Don Henry. 
In a little time after he was made gen- 
tleman of the bed- chamber. Then, 
reſolving to marry. him to a lady of the 


moſt noble family of Spain, he caſt his 


eyes upon Donna Juana Velalco, daugh- 
ter to the Duke of Caſtile, and had au- 
thority enough to accompliſh the mar- 
riage, in ſpite of that duke and al! his re- 
lations. _.. * 

A few days before the marriage, his 
grace, having ſent for me, put ſome pa- 
pers into my hand, ſaying, * Hold, Gil 
« Blas, here are letters of nobility, which 
©] have ordered to be expedited for 
© thee.'—* My lord,“ anſwexed I, ſur- 
prized at his words, * your excelleney 
* knows that I am the ſon of a poor du- 


* enna and ſquire; ſo that, in my opi- 


nion, the nobility would be prophaned 
« by my aſſociation ; and it is, of all the 
« favours which his majeſty could be- 
„ ſtow, that which I deſerve and delire 
* the leaſt. '—* Thy birth,“ replied the 
minilter, * is an objection that is eaſily 
removed: thou haſt been employed in 
* ſtate affairs, both under the Duke bf 
« Lerma's miniſtry and mine: beſides,” 
added he, with a ſmnile, haſt thou not 
done the monarch ſome ſervice which 
« deſerves a recompence? In a word, 
« Santillane, thou art not unworthy of 
© the honour which I have procured for 
* thee. Moreover, the rank which thou 
© holdeſt with regard to my ſon, requires 
« that thou ſhould(t be noble; and it is 
© on that account that I have obtained 
« the. patent,'—* I yield, my lord,” I 
replied, * fince your excellency inſiſts 


upon my compliance.“ So faying, I. 
went away with my, patent in my 


pocket. 1 

1 am now a gentleman,” ſaid I to 
myſelt, hen 1 had got into the ſtreet, 
ennobled, without being obliged to my 
parents for my quality. I may, when I 


* pleaſe, be called Don Gil Blas; and if 


any one of my acquaintance ſhall take 
it in his head to laugh in my face when 
he calls me ſo, I will ſhew my patent. 
But let us read. it,* continued I, taking 
it out of my pocket, and fee in what 
manner my original meanneſs is waſhed 
away. I therefore peruſed the paper, 
the ſubſtance of which was, that the 
king, to reward the zeal which I had 
manifeſted oa more than one occalion 
for his ſervice and the good of the (tate, 
had; thought proper to gratify my at- 


tachment-with letters of nobility. I will | 
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venture to ſay, in my own. praiſe, tha 
they did not inſpire me with the leaſt 
pride. Having the meanneſs of my.ex- 
traction always before my eyes, this ho- 
nour humbled inſtead of making me 


* * 


. 


vain; therefore I determined to lock up 


my patent in a drawer, and never boalt 
of it's being in my polleſſhon. 


CHAP. VII. 


Gil Blas meets Fabricio again by accident. 
The laſt converſation that happened be- 
tween them, and the important advice 
which Nunnez gave to Santillane. 


1 * Aſturian poet (as muſt have 
been obſerved by the reader) wil. 
lingly neglected me; and my occupa- 
tions did not permit me to viſit him. ,T 


had not ſeen him ſince the day of the. 


diſſertation on the Iphigenia of Euri- 
pides, when chance again threw him in 
my way near the Gate of the Sun. He 
was coming out of a, printing houſe, 
and I accoſted him, ſaying, * Aha, Mr. 
* Nunnez! you have been at the pria- 
* ter's; that ſeems to threaten the pub- 
© lick with a new work of your compo- 
© ition.'—* That is what indeed it may 
* expect,” anſwered he. I have actual 
© in the preſs a, pamphlet which will 
* make ſome noiſe in the republick of 
letters. —“ I don't doubt the merit of 
* thy production,” I replied, but am 
* amazed at thy compoling pamphlets, 
* which in my opinion are trifles that do 
no great honour to a man of genius.“ 
—* I know it very well,” laid Fabticio, 
and am not ignorant that none but 
* thoſe that read every thing amuſe 
© themſelves with. pamphlets. How- 
© ever, this one has eſcaped me, which 
J own is the child of neceſſity. Hug- 
ger, thou knoweſt, brings the wolf out 
of the wood.“ | 

« How !* cried I ; *© does the author 
© of the Count de Saldagne talk jn this 
© manner ? a man who has two thouſand 
© crowns a- year! Softly, friend,” ſaid 
Nunnez to me; I am no longer that 
© happy poet who enjoyed à well. paid 
© penhon. The affairs of the Treaſurer 
Don Bertrand are diſordered all 'of.a 
* ſudden, He has fingered and ſquan- 
« dered away the king's money; all his 


: effects are ſeized, and my penſion is 


gone to the devil.'—* That is a melan- 
« choly affair, I reſumed; * but haſt 
© thou no hope remaining from that 
© quarter i'—* Not the leaſt,” ſaid he. 
'« Signior Gomez de Ribero, as poor ay 


© his poet, is gone to the bottom, and 
; 10 
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* will never, it is ſaid, get his head above 
© water again.“ | 

© Tf that be the caſe, my child,“ an- 
ſwered I; I muſt find out ſome poſt to 
*confole thee for the loſs of thy pen- 
* ſion.—“ 1 will ſpare thee that tron- 


dle, cried he. If thou wouldſt offer 


* me an employment in the miniſter's 
* offices worth three thouſand crowns 
© yearly, I would refuſe it. The buſi- 
* neſs of clerks will not agree with the 
© humour of a fofter-child of the Muſes: 
*] muſt enjoy my literary amuſements. 
What ſhall I ſay to thee! I am born 
* to live and die # poet, and my deſtiny 
* muſt be fulfilled. 

But don't imagine,“ continued he, 


© that we are very unhappy ; befides that | 


« we live in perfett independence, we 
* are boys without care. People think 
« ghat we often dine with Demorritus, 
«* and there they are miſtaken. There 
*is tot one of my fraternity, not even 
® excepting the makers of almanacks, 
* who is not welcome to ſome good ta- 
ble. As for my part, there are two 
* families where I am always received 
© with pleafure. I have two covers laid 
©for me every day, one at the houſe of 
*x fat di recłor of the farms, to whom I 
have dedicated a romance; and the 
e other at the houſe of a rich citizen, 
* who has the diſeaſe of being thought 


to entertain wits every day at his table; 


#1nckily he is not very delicate in his 
* choice, and the city furniſhes him with 
o great plenty.“ 
© I no longer pity thee then,“ ſaid 1 
to the Aſturian poet, * ſince thou art 
© fatisfied with thy condition: though 
I proteſt to thee anew, that thou haſt 
„always in Gil Blas a friend who is 
of pm againſt thy negle& and indif- 
® ference; if thou haſt occaſion for my 
purſe, come boldly to me; and let not 
* a filly name deprive thee of an infal- 
lidle ſuccour, and rob me of the plea- 
* fure-of obliging thee.” 
© By that generous ſentiment,” cried 
Nunnez; I recolte&t my friend San- 
©tillane; I return a thoufand thanks 
© for thy Kind offer, and out of grati- 
'© rude will give thee a wholeſome ad- 
vice. While the connt-duke conti- 
pues in power, and thou art in poſ- 
7 ſeffion of his favonr, profit by the op- 
« hortunity ; make haſte to enrich thy- 
„ ſelf; for tam told he begins to totter.“ 
'T aſked Fabricio if he had that intelli- 
"gence on good anthority ; and he an- 
wered, I have it from a knight of Ca- 


„ latrava, who has a very imgular talent 


em diſcoveriug the molt Itiddetr ſeerets; 


he is looked upon as an oracle, and 
| © this is what I heard him ſay yeſterday. 
© The count-duke Has a great many 
© enemies, who are all united to ruin 
him; he depends too much on the 
© aſcendancy which he has over the 
© king; that monarch, it is reported, 
© begins to liſten to the taints which 
* have already reached his ears.“ I 
thanked Nunnez for his information, 
of which I took little notice, but went 
home, perſuaded that my maſter's air. 
thority was immoveable, and conſider- 
ing him as one of thoſe old oaks which 
are rooted in a foreſt, and which no 
florms can overthrow. 


CHAP. VIII. 


- Gil Blas is convinced of the truth of Fa- 
bricis's intelligence. The king goes @ 
Saragoſſa. | 
EVERTHELESS, what the Aſtu- 
rian poet had told me was not 
without foundation. There was in the 
palace a ſecret confederacy formed 
againſt the count- duke, and the queen 
was ſaid to be at the head of it; but 
| none of the meaſures which they took 
to diſplace the miniſter tranſpired : nay, 
a whole year paſſed before I perceived 
that his favour had received the leaſt 
ſhock. | 
But the revolt of the Catalonians, 
fupported by France, and the bad ſuc. 
ceſs of the war againſt theſe rebels, 
excited the murmurs of the people, who 
| complained of the government. Theſe 
complaints occaſioned a council to be 
held in preſence of the king, who de- 
fired the Marquis de Grana, the em- 
peror's ambaſſador at the court of Spain, 
to be there; the ſubject of their deli- 
be ration being, whether it was moſt 
proper for the king to ſtay in Caſtile, or 
go and ſhew himſelf to his troops in 
Arragon. The count-duke, who was 
averſe to the prince*'s departure for the 
army, ſpoke firſt : he repreſented, that 
it was better for his majeſty to remain 
in the center of his dominions; and 
ſupported his opinion with all the rea- 
ſons which his eloquence could afford. 
He had no fooner concluded his ſpeech, 
than his advice was wnanimouſly fok 
lowed by every body in council, except 
the Marquis de Grana ; who, liſtenin 
to nothing but his zeal for the houſe 
Auſtria, and giving way to the frank. 
neſs of his nation, oppoſed the ſenti- 
ment of the prime-minifler, and ſupt 


orted the contrary opinion with ſuck 
force, that the kiag was [track 22 
| | ity 


tolidſty of his arguments, embraced his 
opinion, though it was oppoſite to that 
of the whole council, and fixed the day 
of his departure for the army. 

This was the firſt time that ever his 
majeſty durſt think otherwiſe than his 


GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE: 


favourite; who, looking upon this no- 


velty as a bloody aftroat, was very much 
mortified. When the miniſter was going 
to retire into his cloſer, to bite upon the 
bridle at liberty, he perceived me, and 
taking me in along with him, recounted 
what had paſſed at council with great 
agitation : then, hke a man who could 
not recollect himſelf from his ſurprize, 
« Yes, Santillane,“ continued he, the 
© king, who for theſe twenty years paſt 
© hath ſpoke with my mouth, and ſeen 
through my eyes, now prefers the opi- 
nion of Grana to mine; and in what 
manner too? loading the ambaſſador 
with eulogiums, and, in particular, 
« praiſing his zeal for the houſe of Auſ- 
© tria, as if that German loved it better 
than I dol 

« By this it is eaſy to judge,“ purſued 
the miniſter, © that there is a party 
* formed againſt me, and that the queen 
© is at the head of it.!—* Why, my lord,“ 
ſaid I, * ſhould you be uneaſy with that 
© conjefture? Has not the queen, for 
more than twelve years, been uſed to 
© ſee you at the helm; and the king been 
in a long habit of not conſulting her? 
* As for the Marquis of Grana, the 
© monarch, perhaps, choſe his opinion 
out of deſire to ſee his nn and make 
* acampaign.'—That is not the caſe, ſaid 
the count-duke ; * ſay, rather, my ene- 
* mies hope that the king, being among 
* his troops, will always be ſurrounded 
* by the noblemen who will attend him; 
© and that more than one will be found 
© ſo much diſguſted at me, as to ſpeak 
to the prejudice of my adminiſtration : 
* but they are miſtaken,” added he; *1 
© will make the prince inacceſſible to 
them all during the journey.“ This he 
actually performed, in a manner that 
deſerves to be related. 

The day of the king's departure be- 
ing arrived, that monarch, after having 
entruſted the queen with the care of the 
government in his abſence, ſet out for 
Saragoſſa ; but, in his way, paſſing by 
Aranjuez, was fo delighted with the 
place, that he ſaid there almoſt three 
weeks: from thence the miniſter carried 
him to Cuenga, where he amuſed him 
ſtill longer by various diverſions. Then 
the pleaſures of the chace detained him 
at Molina of Arragon; after which he 
was conducted to Saragoſſa. 
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His army being not far from thence, 
he appeared for going to it; but the 
count-duke altered his inclination, by 
making him believe that he would be in 
danger of being taken by the French, 
who were maſters of the plain ot Mon- 
con : ſo that the king, being afraid of 
the peril which he had no cauſe to fear, 
took the reſolution of remaining ſhut 
upat home as in a priſon. The miniſter, 
taking the advantage of his terror, and 
under pretence of watching for his ſafe- 
ty, guarded him, as it were, from the 
ſight of every body : and the grandees, 
who had been at a vaſt expence to put 
themſelves in a condition to follow their 
ſovereign, had not even the ſatisfaftion 
of obtaining one private audience. Phi- 
lip, at length, tired of being ill-lodged 
at Saragoſſa, of paſſing his time ſtill 
worſe, or, if you pleaſe, of being pri- 
ſoner, returned in a little time to Ma- 
drid. Thus this monarch finiſhed his 
campaign, leaving to the Marquis de 
los Veles, general of his troops, the 
care of maintaining the honour of the 
Spaniſh arms. 


\ 


The revolution of Portugal, and the diſgrace 
of the — duke. 1 


A Few days after the king's return, 
a very diſagreeable piece of news 
ſpread all over Madrid. It was report - 
ed that the Portugueze, looking upon 
the revolt of the Catalonians as a fair 
occaſion offered to them by fortune for 
ſhaking off the Spaniſh yoke, had taken 
up arms, and choſen the Duke of Bra- 
ganza for their king; that rhey were re- 
ſolved to maintain him on the throne, 
and were confident of ſucceſs; Spain 
having at that time on her hands ene- 
mies in Germany, Italy, Flanders, and 
Catalonia: indeed they could not have 
found a more favourable conjunfure 
for freeing themſelves from a dominion 
which they deteſted. | 
What is very ſingular is, that the 
count-duke, while both court and city 
ſeemed to be ſtruck with conſternation 
at the news, wanted to joke with the 
king at the expence of the Duke of Bra. 
ganza: but Philip, far from being 
eaſed with his raillery, aſſumed a ver) 
grave air, which diſconcerted him, an 
made him foreſee his diſgrace. He no 
longer doubted his own fall, when he 
underſtood that the queen had openly 
declared herſelf againſt him, and loudly 
accuſed him of having, by his bad ad- 
the revolt of 
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Portugal. The 'greateſt part of the 
grandees, eſpecially thoſe who had been 
at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived that a 
tempeſt was brewing over the head of 
the count-duke, than they joined the 
queen ; and what gave the laſt ſtroke to 
nis favour was, the arrival of the 
Ducheſs-dowager of Mantua, formerly 

overneſs of Portugal. This lady, on 


er return from Liſbon to Madrid, 


plainly demonſtrated to the king, that 
the revolution of that kingdom hap- 
pened through the fault of the prime- 
miniſter, 

The diſcourſe of this princeſs made 


a great impreſſion on the mind of the 


monarch ; who, being at length rouzed 
from his infatuation for his favourite, 
ſtripped him of all the affection which 
he had entertained for him. When the 
miniſter was informed that the king 
liſtened to his enemies, he wrote a letter 
to him, aſking leave to reſign his em- 
ployment, and remove from court, ſince 
eople were ſo unjuſt as to impute to 
bim all the misfortunes which had hap- 
pened to the kingdom during the courſe 
of his adminiſtration. He thought that 
this letter would have a great effect, and 
that the prince ſtill preſerved ſo much 
friendſhip for him as to detain him at 
court; but all the anſwer which his 
majeſty returned, was the permiſſion 
that he defired, with leave to retire 
whitherſoever he would. 
Theſe words, written by the king's 
own hand, were a thunderbolt to his 
grace, who by no means expected ſuch 
a reply ; but, though he was very much 
confounded, he affected an air of con- 
ſtancy, and aſked what I would do were 
I in his place. I would ſoon take my 
« reſolution,' ſaid I; © I would abandon 
© the court, and paſs the reſt of my days 
in peace at ſome one of my eſtates in 
« the country.'—* That is a wholeſome 
ad vice, replied my maſter; and I am 
« fully reſolved to finiſh my career at 
«© Loeches, after I ſhall have once more 
* converſed with the king; for I want to 
« demonſtrate to him, that I have done 
© all that human prudence could ſuggeſt 
to ſuſtain the weighty burden with 
« which 1 was loaded; and that it was 
* impoſſible for me to prevent the me- 
© lancholy events laid at my door; being 
* no more to blame than a ſkilful pilot, 
© who, in ſpite of all he can do, ſees his 
« yellel toſſed about by the waves and 
«© winds.* The miniſter ſtil} flattered 
himſelf, that, by ſpeaking to the prince, 
he might adjuſt matters, and regain the 


ground which he had loſb; but he never | 


— .... 


could procure an audience; and, be- 
ſides, one was ſent to demand the key 
of the door by which he uſed to enter 
when he pleaſed into his majeſty's apart - 
ment. Concluding, then, that there 
were no farther hopes for him, he de- 
termined in good earneſt to retire. He 
examined his papers, a great quantity 
ot which he very prudently committed 
to the flames ; then naming the officers 
of his honſhold and valets who he in- 
tended ſhould follow him, he gave or- 
ders for his departure, which was fixed 
for next day. As he was afraid of be- 
ing inſulted by the populace in coming 
out of the palace, he ſlipped away early 
in the morning by the kitchen- door, and 
ny into a ſorry coach, with his con- 
eſſor and me, ſafely proceeded for Loe- 
ches, a village belonging to him, where 
his lady had built a magnificent convent 
of nuns-of the Dominican order. Thi- 
ther he repaired in leſs than four hours, 
and all his attendants arrived ſoon after. 


CHAP. XA, 


The anxiety and cares which at firſt diſturbed 
the repoſe of the count-duke, and the 
happy tranguillity by which they were 
ſucceeded. The occupations of the miniſter 
zn has retreat. 


ADAM d'Olivarez: let her huſ- 
band ſet out for Loeches, and ſtaid 
a few days after him at court, with a 
deſign to try it, by her tears and en- 
treaties, ſhe could not effect his being 
recalled : but in vain did ſhe proſtrate 
herſelf before their majeſties; the king 
had no regard to her remonſtrances, 
though artfully prepared; and the 
queen, who hated her mortafly, beheld 
her tears with pleaſure, The mvniſter's 
wife was not repulſed for all that: ſhe 
humbled herſelf ſo far as to implore 
the good offices of the queen's ladies ; 
but the truit which ſhe reaped from her 
meanneſs was to perceive that it excited 
contempt rather than compaſſion. Vexed 
at having taken ſuch humbling ſteps to 
no purpoſe, ſhe went and joined her 
huſband, to grieve with him for the lofs 
of a place, which, under a reign like 
that of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps 
the firſt of the monarchy. 

The lady's report of the condition in 
which ſhe left Madrid, redoubled the 
afflictiva of the count-duke: * Your 
© enemies,” ſaid ſhe weeping, the Duke 
de Medina Cceli, and the other gran- 
* dees who hate you, inceſſantly praiſe 
* the king fur having deprived you of 
the minittry ; and the people celebrate 


your diſgrace with an 1aſolence of joy, 
2 6 as 
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t as if the end of the national misfor- 

© tunes was attached to that of your ad- 

« miniſtration.” | | 
Madam,“ ſaid my maſter to her, 

© follow my example, and ſtifle your 


« ſorrow; we muſt yield to the tempeſt 


© which we cannot divert. I thought, 
< indeed, that I could Have perpetuated 
© my favour even to the end of my life; 
© the ordinary illuſion of miniſters and 
favourites, who forget that their fate 
depends upon their ſovereign. Has 
© not the Duke of Lerma been deceived 
© as well as I, though he imagined that 
© his purple was the ſure guaranty of 
© the eternal duration of his autho- 
© rity 1? | 

In this manner did the count-duke 
exhort his ſpouſe to arm herſelf with 
patience ; while he himſelf was in an 
agitation, which was daily increaſed by 
the diſpatches which he received from 
Don Henry, who, having remained at 
court to obſerve, took care to inform 
him exactly of every thing that hap-' 

ned; it was Scipio that brought 
the letters from that young nobleman, 
whom he ſtill ſerved, I having quitted 
him on his marriage with Donna Juana. 
The diſpatches of this adopted fon were 
always filled with bad news, and un- 
happily no others were expected from 
him. Sometimes he wrote, that the 
grandees, not contented with rejoicing 
publickly at the retreat of the count- 
duke, were again re-united te turn out 
all his creatures from the poſts and em- 
ployments which they poſſeſſed, to re- 


place them with his enemies; another 


time, he obſerved, that Don Lewis de 
Haro began to come into favour, and 
would, in all probability, be made 
prime. miniſter. 
able news which my maſter received, 
that which ſeemed to aftect him moſt, 
was the change made in the vice-royalty 
of Naples, which the court, ſolely to 
mortify him, took from the Duke de 
Medina de las Torres, whom he loved, 
and gave it to the Admiral of Caſtile, 
whom he had always hated, ; 

I may venture to ſay, that during 
three months his grace felt nothing in 
his ſolitude but trouble and chagrin : 
but his confeſſor, who was a Domini- 
can friar, and, with the moſt ſolid piety, 
poſſeſſed a manly eloquence, had power 
enough to conſole him. By means of 
repreſenting with energy, that he ought 
to bend his thoughts entirely to his own 
ſalvation, he had, with- the help of 
grace, the good fortupe to detach his 


wind from the court, His excellency 
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would no longer hear any news from 
Madrid, his whole care being now en- 
groſſed in „ for his latter end, 
Madam d'Olivarez, alſo, making a good 
uſe of her retreat, met with a conſola- 
tion prepared by Providence in the 
convent which ſhe had founded. There 
were among the nuns ſome holy maidens, 
whoſe converſation, full of balm, inſen- 
ſidly ſweetened the bitterneſs of her life. 
In proportion as 45 maſter turned his 
thoughts from worldly affairs, he be- 
came more and more tranquil; and in 
this manner regulated the day. He 
ſpent almoſt the whole morning in 
hearing maſs in the church of the con- 
vent, then returned to dinner; after 
which he amuſed himſelf about two 
hours, in playing at all ſorts of games 
with me and ſome other of his moſt af. 
fectionate domeſticks ; then uſually re- 
tired by himſelf into his cloſet, where 
he remained till ſun-ſet; at which time 
he took a turn in his per or an 
airing in his coach, to the neighbour. 
hood of his caſtle, accompanied ſome. 
times by his confeſſor, and ſometimes 
by me. 

"One day, being alone with him, and 
admiring the ſerenity of his counte- 
nance, I took the liberty to ſay, My 
lord, allow me to expreſs my joy: 
from the air of ſatisfaction in your 
© looks, I conclude that your excel. 
© lency begins to be accuſtomed to re. 
« tirement.'—* I am already quite fami- 
© liarized to it,“ anſwered he: * and 
* though 1 have been a long time uſed 
to buſineſs, I proteſt to thee, child, 
© that I am every day more and more 
« pleaſed with the quiet and peaceable 
G life which I lead in this place.“ 


CHAP. XI. 

The count-duke becomes, all of a ſudden, 
ſad and thoughtful: the ſurprizing cauſe 
of lis melancholy, with it's fatal conſe- 
quence. 


IS grace, in order to vary his oc- 
| cupations, amuſed himſelf ſome. 
times alſo in cultivating his garden, 
One day, while 1 beheld him at work, 
he ſaid to me, in a jocular ſtrain, * San. 
© tillane, thou ſeeſt a miniſter baniſhed 
from court turned gardener at Loe- 
ches,“ My lord,” anſwered I, in the 
ſame tone, methinks I ſee Dionyſius 
$ of Syracuſe, ſchoolmaſter at Corinth.“ 
My maſter ſmiled at my reply, and was 
not at all diſpleaſed at the compariſon, 

All the people in the houſe were over- 
joyed to ſee their maſter, ſuperior to 
his N charmed with a life ſo dif- 

X 2 gs ferent 
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fercat from that which he had always 
led, when we perceived with ſorrow 
that he viſibly changed: he became 
gloomy, thoughtful, and ſunk into a 
moſt profound melancholy. He left off 
playing with us, and no longer ſeemed 
ſenſible of all that we could invent for 
his diverſion; but locked himſelf up 
after dinner in his cloſet, where he re- 
mained alone till night : we imagined 
that his chagrin had been eccautoned 
by the returning ideas of his paſt great- 
neſs, and in that opinion left with him 
the Dominican friar, whoſe eloquence, 
however, could not triumph over the 
melancholy of his grace, which, inſtead 
of diminiſhing, ſeemed daily to increaſe, 

It came into my head, that the pen- 
ſiveneſs of this miniſter might have 
ſome particular canſe, which he was 
unwilling to diſcloſe; and on this con- 
jecture 1 formed the deſign of draw- 
ing the ſecret from him: tor this pur- 
poſe, I Jlay in wait for an opportunity 
of ſpeaking to him in private, and hav- 
ing found it, My lord,” ſaid I, with an 
air of reſpect mingled with affection ; 
* may Gil Blas be ſo bold as to put one 
* queſtion to his maſter ?*—* Speak,? he 
replied; I give thee leave,'—* What,” 
ſaid |, is become of chat ſatisfaction 
which appeared in your excellency's 
face? have you no longer that aſcen- 
* dancy which you had once gained over 
fortune : or does yuur loſt favour ex- 
cite new regret wihin ycu? Would 
you be plunged again in that abyis of 
* trouble from which your virtue hath 
© extricaied yuu Y—* No, thank Hea- 
« ven!” reſumed the miniſter, my me- 
«* mory is no longer engroſſed by the 
© part which I atted at court; | have 
for ever forgot the honours which 1 
there cnjoyed,'—* Why then,” ſaid 1, 


« fince you have philoluphy enough to 


* baniſh theſe things from your remem- 
* brance, are you ſo weak as to ahandon 
« yourſelf to a melancholy which alarms 
© us all? What 1s the matter with you, 
my dear maſter?” added I, throwing 
myſelf at his feet, © you have, doubt- 
© lefs, ſome ſecret ſorrow that conſumes 
you: will you make a myſtery of it to 
© Sant liane, whoſe zeal, fidelity, and 
* ${cretion, you know ſo well? By 
© what misfortune have I loſt your con- 
« fidence?* 

[Thou haft it ſtill,“ ſaid he; © but 1 
© contets I have a reluctance to reveal 
© the cauſe of that ſadneſs with which 
© thou ſeeſt me overwhelmed : never- 
* theleſs, I cannot reſiſt the entreaties 
aof ſuch a ſervant and a friend as thee. 
* Know, then, the cauſe of my diſquiet, 


— 
* which 1s a ſecret that I could impart 
© to none but Santillane. Ves,“ conti- 
nued he, I am a prey to the moſt diſ- 
mal melancholy, which gradually con- 
« fumes my lite. I fee almoſt every 
moment a ſpectre, which preſents it- 
* ſelf before me in the moſt terrible 
* ſhape. In vain have 1 ſaid to myſelf 
© that it is no more than an illuſion, an 
© unſubſtantial phantom of my brain; 
© the continual apparition infeſts, m 
view, and diſturbs my repoſe. Though 
* my underſtanding 1s ſtrong enough to 
* perſuade me that this ſpectre is reall 
* nothing, 1 am notwithſtanding wack 
enough to be aſſtieted at the viſion. This 
© is what thou haſt forced me to diſcloſe,! 
added he; and thou mayeſt judge 
© whether or not I am to blame in con- 
* cealing from all the world the cauſe 
©of my _ nelancholy.*' I was equally 
grieved and aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch an 
extraordinary declaration, which way 
a ſtrong indication of the machine's be- 
ing difordered, My lord,” ſaid It 
the miniſter, * is not this occaſione 
© by too little nouriſhment ? for your 
© abſtinence is exceſlive.'—* That was 
© what I imagined at firſt,* anſwered he; 
and to try if ir was actually owing to 
my diet, I have for ſome days paſt 
© eaten more than uſual, but without 
© any effect : he phantom ſtr] appears.“ 
—* It will certainly diſappear,” taid I, 
to conſole hm; * and it your excellency 
would relax your ſelf a little, by play- 
© ing again with your faithful ſervants, 
believe you would ſoon find your- 
« ſelf delivered from theſe gloomy va- 
pours.“ 8 
In a little time after this converſa- 
tion, his grace fel] ſick; and, finding 
the affair grow ſerious, ſent to Ma- 
drid for two notaries to make his will; 
us alſo for three famous phyſicians, who 
had the reputation of curing their pa- 
tients ſometimes. As ſoon as the ar- 
rival of theſe laſt was reported in the 
caſtle, nothing was heard but groans 
and lamentations: the ſervants looked 
upon the death of their maſter as juſt af 
hand; ſo much were they prejudice 
againſt . theſe gentlemen, who had 
brought along with them an apothecary 
and ſurgeon, the uſual executioners of 
their preſcriptions. They let the nota- 
ries do their bulineſs ; after which they 
prepared to do their own. Being of 
Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their very 
firſt conſultation they ordered repeated 
bloodings ; ſo that in fix days they re- 
duced the count-duke to extremity, and 
on the ſeyenth delivered him entirely 
from his apparition, 
Upon 


Upon the death of this miniſter, A 


deep and ſincere ſorrow reigned in the 


caſtle of Loeches; all his domeſticks 
ept bitterly : far from conſoling them- 
ſelves for his loſs, with the certainty of 
being comprehended in his will, there 
was not one among them, who would 
not have renounced his legacy to recal 
him to life. As for me, who had been 
beloved by him, and whoſe attachment 
flowed from pure perſonal affect 'on, 1 
was more afflicted than all the reſt; aud 
neſtion whether 1 ſhed more tears for 
Antonia than for the count-duke, 


CHAP. XII. 


The tranſattions at the caſtle Loeclies 
afier the death of the count-duke ; and 
the departure of Santillane. 


HE miniſter, according to his own 
direction, was buried without 
noiſe and pomp, in the convent of nuns, 


by the ſound of our lamentations. | 


After the funeral, Madam d'Olivarez 
ordered the wil to be read, with which 
all the domeſticks had reaſon to be ſa- 
| tisfied. Kvery one had a legacy pro- 
portioned to his {tation ; and the leaſt 
was two thuuſand crowns: mine was 

he moſt co ſiderable; his grace having 
8 to me en thouland piſtoles, 
as a proof ot his particular affeQion. 
He «id not forget the hoſpitals, and 
founded annual ſervice in ſeveral con- 

nts., 

Madam d'Olivarez ſent all the do- 
meſticks to Madrid, to receive their le- 
gacies from the Steward Don Raymond 
avis, why» had orders to pay them; 
but I could not accompany them, being 
detained at the caſtle ſeven or eight 
days by a high fever, which was the 
fruit of my affliction. In this ſituation 
I was not abandoned by the Dominican 
Friar ; that good clergyman had con- 
ceived an afﬀeCtion for me; and intereſt. 
ing himſelf in my ſalvation, aſked, when 
he ſaw me iq a fair way, what I intended 
to do. *1 don't know, my good fa- 
ther, anſwered 1; I have not as yet 
« determined with myſelf on that ſcore : 
* at ſome moments I am tempted to 
* ſhut myſelf 1 in a cell, and do pe- 
© nance.'——" Thoſe are precious mo- 
ments l' cried the Dominican: Sig- 
4 nior de Santillane, you will do well 
to profit by them. I adviſe you as a 
friend, without your ceaſing to be a 
* layman, to retire, for example, into 
our qpnventat Madrid; to make your- 
* ſelf a benefactor to it by a donation of 
« all your fortune, and die there under 
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© the habit of St. Dominique. A 


many people expiate a worldly lite by - 


* ſuch an end. | 

I was then in, ſuch a diſpoſition of 
mind, that I began to reliſh the advice, 
and told his reverence that I would 
conſider of it. But having conſulted 
Scipio, whom I ſaw immediately after 
the monk, he inveighed againſt that 
ſentiment, which ſeemed to him the 
whim of a ſick perſon. Fye ] Signior 
de Santillane,” ſaid he; can you be 
* pleaſed with ſuch a retreat? will not 
© your houſe at Lirias afford one much 
more agreeable ? if you was delighted 
« with it heretofore, you will have a 
much better reliſh 
* it now that you are of an age much 


more proper for taſting the beauties of 


© nature.? 


The ſon of Coſcolina had no great 
difficulty in making me change m 
opinion. Friend,“ ſaid I, * thou haſt 
* prevailed over the Dominican. I fee 
it will be better for me to return te 
© my caſtle; and fix my reſolution ac- 
© cordingly : we will repair to Lirias 
* as ſoon as 1 fhall be in a condition 
Ito travel.“ And this happened very 
ſoon ; for the fever having left me in 
a little time, I found myſelf ſtrong 
enough to = my deſign in execution. 
Scipio and I went firſt tv Madrid, the 
ſight of which of no longer gave me 
that pleaſure which I had formerly felt. 
As I knew that almoſt all it's inha- 
bitants abhorred the memory of a mi- 
niſter of whom I preſcrved the moſt 
tender remembrance, I could not be- 
hold it with a favourable eye; and 
therefore ſtaid in it only five or fix 
days, which Scipio employed in making 
preparations for our departure for Li- 
rias. While he was buſy about our 
equipage, I went to Caporis, who gave 
me my egacy in doubloons: I — 
wiſe viſited the receivers of the com- 
manderies on whom I had penſions, _ 
took meaſures with them for the pay- 
ment ; and, in a word, put all my affairs 
in order, 

On the evening before our departure 
I aſked the ſon of Coſcolina, i he ha 


taken his leave of Don Henry. Ves,“ 


anſwered he; © we this morning parted 
good friends: he affured me that he 
© was ſorry for my leaving him. But 
if he was ſatisfied with me, I was not 
« ſo with him : it is not enough, that the 
© valet pleaſes the maſter, the maſter 
© ought, at the ſame time, to pleaſe the 


© valet ; otherwiſe they are ill met. Be- 
© ſides,” added he, Don Henry makes 


put 


or the ſweets of - 


— 


* 
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© but a pitiful figure at court, where 
he is ſunk into the loweſt contempt. 
« He is even pointed at in the ſtreets, 
and every body calls him the ſon of 
_ © the Genoeſe. So you may gueſs whe- 
© ther or not it is agreeable to a lad of 
© honour to ſerve a man in ſueh diſ- 
grace.“ | 


At length we ſet out from Madrid- 


early one morning, and took the road 
to Cuenga, in the following order and 
equipage: my confident and I were 
mounted in a chaiſe and pair, conduct- 
ed by a poſtilion: three moyles, load. 
ed with our baggage and money, and 
led by two grooms, followed cloſe after; 
and two luſty lacquies, choſen by Scipio, 
mounted on mules, and armed to the 
teeth, brought up the rear; the grooms 
wore ſabres, and the poſtilion had two 
good piſtols at his ſaddle-bow. As 
we were in all ſeven men, ſix of whom 
were very reſolute, I travelled merrily, 
without any apprehenſion of loſing my 
legacy. Our moyles proudly founding 
their bells in the villages through which 
we paſſed, the peaſants ran to their 
doors to ſee the march ef our equipage, 
wich they imagined belonged to ſome 
grandee going to take poſſeſſion of a 
vice- royalty. 


C HAP. XIII. 


Gil Blas returns to his caſtle, where he ts 
overjoyed to find Seraphina, his god- 
daughter, marriageable ; and falls in 
love with another lady. 


I Spent fifteen days on the road to 
Lirias, being under no neceſſity of 
travelling faſt: all that I defired was 
to arrive at it ſately; and my wiſh was 
accompliſhed. The fight of my caſtle 
at firſt inſpired me with ſome melan- 
choly thoughts, in recalling the me- 
mory of Antonia; but | ſoon baniſhed 
them, by entertaining my fancy with 
more pleaſant ideas; and this I could 
the more ealily do, as twenty years, 
which were elapſed ſince her death, had 
a good deal weakened the force of my 
ſorrow. | 

As ſoon as I entered the caſtle, Bea- 
trice and her daughter came with great 
eagerneſs to ſalute me: then the father, 
mother, and child, hugged one another 
with tranſports of joy, which charmed 


After their mutual embraces I looked 
at my god- daughter attentively, ſaying: 
© Can this be that Seraphina whom 1 
© left in the cradle, when I departed from 
© Lirias! I am overjoyed to ſee her 


«again ſo tall and ſo handſome : we muſt 


\* have her ſettled for life.'—How ! my 


dear god- father, cried ſhe, reddening 
at my laſt words, you have ſeen me 
* but for a moment, and you already 
* talk of getting rid of me- No, my 
child,“ anſwered I ; © we don't intend 
© to loſe you by marriage: we muſt have 
© a huſband who will enjoy you without 
* robbing your parents of your compa- 
© ny, and in a manner live with us alto- 
gether.“ f 
Such an one offers at preſent,” ſaid 
Beatrice: * a gentleman of this country, 
© having ſeen Seraphina one day at maſs, 
© in the village- chapel, fell in love with 


her. He has been to viſit me, declared 


© his paſſion, and aſked my conſent. If 
„% you had it,” ſaid I to him, “ you 
© would be never the nearer; Seraphi- 
« na depends upon her father and god- 
© father, who alone can diſpoſe of her. 
« All that I can do for you is to inform 
* them by letter of your demand, which 
„low does honour to my daughter.“ 
© Really, gentlemen,” added ſhe, I was 
going to write about it immediately; 
© but now that you are returned, you - 
© ſhall do in it what you think proper.” 
© But,” ſaid Scipio, what character 
© has this hidalgo ? is he like moſt of your 
© {mall gentry, proud of his nobility, and 
© inſolent to plebeians?'—* Not at all,“ 
replied Beatrice; © he is a ſweet- tem- 
© pered young man, extremely polite, 
© has a good mein, and is not yet full 
thirty. You draw an agreeable pic- 


ture of that cavalier,' faid 1 to Beatrice; 


© pray, what is his name ?*—* Don Juan 
de Jutella,' anſwered Scipio's wife; 
© he has but lately ſucceeded to his fa- 
ther, and lives in acaſtle about a league 
from hence, with a younger ſiſter, who 
© is under his care.'—* I have formerly,“ 
ſaid I, heard of this gentleman's fami- 
© ly, which is one of the moſt noble in 
© the kingdom of Valencia.'—' I efteem_ 
© his nobility,* cried Scipio, * leſs than 
the qualities of his heart and under- 
© ſtanding, and this Don Juan will ſuit 
© us very well, provided he be a man of 
© honour.'—* He has the reputation ol 
© one,* ſaid Seraphina, joining in the 
converſation: * the inhabitants of Lirias, 
* who know him, give him the beſt of 
characters.“ At theſe words of my god- 
daughter, I ſmiled to her father; who, . 
having likewiſe obſerved them, con- 
cluded that his daughter was not dif. 
pleaſed at her gallant. 

This cavalier ſoon got notice of our 


arrival at Lirias; and'two days after 


appeared at our caitle, He ſaluted us 
gracefully ; 
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race fully; and, far from 1 | 
— his preſence what Beatrice had ſai 
to his advantage, his behaviour made 
us conceive an high opinion of his merit. 
He told us, that, as our neighbour, he 
had come to congratulate us upon our 
happy return; and we recęived him with 
all the courteſy in our power; but this 
viſit, which was made out of pure civi- 
lity, paſſed in mutual compliments; and 
Don Juan, without having mentioned a 
ſyllable of his paſſion for Seraphina, re- 
tired, only deſiring our permiſſion to 
pou by a neighbourhood which he 

oreſaw would be very agreeable to him. 
When he was gone, Beatrice aſking our 
opinions of the gentleman, we anſwered, 
that he had prepoſſeſſed us in his favour ; 
and that, ia all appearance, Fortune 
could not offer a better match for Sera- 
phina. 

The very next day I went out after 
dinner, with Coſcolina's ſon, to return 
the viſit which we owed to Don Juan. 
We took the road to his caſtle, conduct- 
ed by a guide, who (when we had walked 
about three quarters of an hour) ſaid 
© There is the caſtle of Don Juan de Ju- 
tella.“ In vain did we caſt our eyes all 
around the country : it was along time * 
before we perceived it; nay, we did not 
diſcover it till we arrived at the gate; 
for it was ſituated at the foot of a moun- 
tain, in the middle of a wood, whoſe - 
Jofty trees concealed it from the view. 
The houſe denoted the nobility more 
than the opulence of it's maſter ; how- 
ever, when we entered, we found the 
crazineſs of the building compenſated by 
the richneſs of the furniture. 

Don juan received us in a very hand- 
ſome hall, where he introduced us to a 
lady whom he called his ſiſter Dorothea, 
and who ſeemed to be about the age of 
nineteen or twenty. She was full dreſſ- 
ed; becauſe, having expected our vilit, 
the was deſirous of appearing as amiable 
as ſhe could; and, offering herſelf to my 
view in all her charms, the made the 
ſame impreſſion that Antonia had made 
upon my heart; that is, was diſcon- 
certed; but concealed my dilorder ſo 
well, that Scipio himſelf did not obſerve 
it. Our converſation, like that of the 
preceding day, turned upon the mutual 
pleaſure we ſhouldenjoy, in viliting one 
another, and living together in good 
neighbourhood. He did not, as yet, 
- ſpeak to us of Seraphina, and we gave 
him no encouragement to declare his 

aſſion, reſolving that it ſhould firft 
come from himſelf. During the conver- 
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though I affected to look at her as little 
as poſſible; and every time our eye® 
met, ſhe darted freſh arrews into my 
ſoul. I muſt ſay, however, for the ſake 
of truth, that this beloved object was 
not a perfect beauty; for, though her 
ſkin was of a dazzling whiteneſs, and her 
lips of the complexion of the roſe, her 
noſe was ſomewhat too long, and her 
eyes too little. Nevertheleſs, the whole 
together quite enchanted me. 

In ſhort, I did. not leave the caſtle of 
Jutella as I had entered it; and on my 
return to Lirias, my mind was ſo wholly 
2 by Dorothea, that I ſaw nothing 

ut her, and ſhe was the ſole ſubject of 
my converſation. * How, maſter!” ſaid 
Scipio, looking at me with aſtoniſhment, 
* you are very full of Don Juan's ſiſter, 
* Hath the made a conqueſt of your 
© heart P*—* Yes, friend,” anſwered I; 
© and I bluſh at my own weakneſs. O 
© Heavens! mult I, who, ſince Antonia's 
death, have beheld a thouſand beauties 
with indifference, meet with one at my 
© age, who, in ſpite c all his endea- 
* vours,inflames me with love! Well, 
Sir,“ replied Coſcolina's fon ; * you 
* ought to rejoice inſtead of complaining 
© at the adventure: there is nothing ri- 
* diculous in a man of your age being in 
© love; and time hath not as yet ſo fur- 
© rowed your brow, as to deprive you of 
the hope of pleaſing. Take my ad- 
vice; and when next you ſee Don Ju- 
© an, boldly demand his ſiſter in mar- 
* riage; he cannot refuſe her to ſuch a 
* perſon as vou: and beſides, it it is ab- 
* ſolwely neceſſary that Dorothea's huſ- 
* band ſhould be a gentleman, are not 
© you one? You have letters of nobility, 
* and that is enough tor your poſterity, 

* when tinie thall have ſhrouded theſe 
© letters with that thick veil Which co- 
vers the origin of all great families. 
After four or hve generations, the race 
* of Santillane will be moſt illuſtrious l' 


CHAP, Tue LAST, 


The double marriage celebrated at Lirias, 


which concludes the hiſtory of Gil Blas de 
Santillane . 


8 CIPTO, by this diſcourſe, encou- 
) raged me to declare myſelf the lover 
ot Dorothea, without conſidering that 
he expoled me to the riſque of a refuſal: 
I could not, however, determine upon 
it without trembling ; for, although 1 
looked younger than I was, and could 
have ſunk ten good years at leaſt of my 
age, I could not help thinking I had 


—— 
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ſation, I frequently eyed Dorothea, | 


good reaſon to doubt of wy pleaſing a 
young 
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young beauty. I reſolved, nevertheleſs, 
to riſque the demand, as ſoon as I ſhould 
ſee her brother, who, for his part, be- 
ing uncertain of obtaining my god- 
daughter, was not without abundance 
of anxiety. 

He returned to my houſe next morn- 
ing juſt as I had done dreſſing, and ſaid, 
« Signior de Santillane, I am come to- 
6 to talk with you about a ſerious 
affair.“ I carried him into my cloſet, 
where coming to the point at once, © I 
© believe,” continued he, that you are 
not ignorant of my errand. I love 
©* Seraphina ; and as you can ſway her 
father to any thing, pray, render him 
« favourable to me; procure for me the 
object of my paſſion, and let me owe 
the happineſs of my life to you. 
* Signior Don Juan, anſwered I, © ſince 
you come to the buſineſs at once, give 
* me leave to follow your example ; and, 
after having promiſed you my good 
offices with the father of my god- 
daughter, to demand your intereſt 
« with your ſiſter, in my behalf. 

At theſe laſt words, Don Juan ex- 
preſſed an agreeable ſurprize, from 
which I drew a favourable omen. * Is 
« jt poſſible,* cried he, that Dorothea 
made a conqueſt of your heart yeſter- 
« day ?—*I am quite charmed with 
© her!” ſaid 1; and will think myſelf 
the happieſt of mankind, if my de- 
mand is agreeable to you both.'—* Of 
that you may be aſſured, he replied : 
noble as we are, we will not diſdain 


your alliance.'—* I am very glad,“ 


anſwered I, * that you make no dif- 
« ficulty in receiving a plebeian for your 
« brother-in-law : I eſteem you the more 
* on that account ; and in ſo doing you 
* ſhew your good underſtanding : but 
were you even ſo vain as to refuſe your 
« ſiſter's hand to any body but a gentle- 
man, know, that I could fatisfy your 
pride; I have laboured twenty years 
under the miniſter ; and the king, to 
* recompenſe the ſervices which I have 


« done the ſtate, has gratified me with 


© letters of nobility, which you fhall 


* ſee.” So ſaying, I took my patent out 


of my drawer where it lay concealed, 
and preſented it to the gentleman, who 
read it attentively from beginning to 
end with vaſt ſatisfaction. *©* This is 
«excellent |' ſaid he, reſtoring the pa- 
pers: Dorothea is yours.'—* And 
i you,“ cried I, may depend upon Se- 
* raphina.“ D 

Theſe two marriages being thus re- 


| folved upon, all that remained was to 
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know if the brides would conſent with 
a good grace; for Don Juan and 1, 
being equally delicate, did not intenc 
to force their inclinations. That gen- 
tleman returned, therefore, to his caſ- 
tle of Jutella, to propoſe me to his 
ſiſter ; and I aſſembled Scipio, Bea- 
trice, and their daughter, to communi- 
cate the converſation I had with that 
cavalier. Beatrice was for accepting 
him without heſitation ; and Seraphina, 
by her ſilence, ſhewed that ſhe was of 
her mother's opinion. As to the fa- 
ther, he was not indeed averſe to the 
match; byt expreſſed ſome uneaſineſs 
about the dowry, which, he ſaid, muſt 
be given to the gentleman, whole caſtle 
had ſuch preſſing need of rerairs. I 
ſtopped Scipio's mouth, telling him, that 
affair concerned me; and that I would 
make a preſent to my 8 of 
four thouſand piſtoles for her portion. 

Don Juan returning that very even- 
ing, * Your affairs,“ ſaid I to him, * ſuc- 
* ceed to a miracle: I wiſh mine may 
© be in no worſe condition.'—* They 
are alſo on an excellent footing,” he 
replied ; © I had no occaſion to employ 
© authority to obtain Dorothea's con- 
* ſent: your perſon is to her liking, and 
© ſhe is pleaſed with your behaviour. 
© You was apprehenſive of your being 
«© diſagreeable to her; and ſhe is more 
© juſtly afraid, that having nothing but 
© her heart and hand to offer'— What 
© more would I have!” cried I in a tranſ- 
port of joy: * ſince the charming Do- 
© rothea has no reluEtance to unite her 
fate with mine, I aſk no more: I am 
© rich enough to marry her without a 
portion, and the poſſeſſion of her alone 
will crown my wiſhes l' 

Don Juan and I, very well pleaſed 
with having brought matters happily ſo 
far, reſolved to haſten our nuptials, by 
ſuppreſſing all ſuperfluous ceremonies. 
I brought this gentleman and Sera- 
232 parents together; and after they 

d agreed upon the conditions of the 
marriage, he took his leave, promiſing 
to return next day with 3 The 
deſire I had of appearing agreeable ta 
that lady, made me employ three good 


hours at leaſt in adjufting and Adoniz- 
ing myſelf; and yet, 


or all that, I 
could not make myſelf pleaſed with my 


own perfon. It is only a pleaſure for 


a nag man to prepare himſelf for 
viſiting his miſtreſs; but to one who be» 


ins to grow old, it is quite a fati 


owever, | was more happy than I de- | 
When 
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When next I ſaw Don Juan's fiſter, | 
ſhe regarded me with fuch a ftvourable 
eye, that I imagined myſelf ſtill good 
for ſomething. I had a long converſa- 
tion with her, was charmed with her 
diſpoſition, and concluded, that, with 
delicate behaviour, and a great deal of / 
complaiſance, I ſhould become a be- 
loved ſpouſe. Elevated with this agree- 
able hope, I ſent to Valencia for two 
notaries, who drew up the contract of 
marriage ; then we had recourſe to the 
Curate of Paterna, who came to Lirias, 
and married Don Juan and me to our 
miſtreſſes. 

Thus, for a ſecond time, did I light 
the torch of Hymen, and had no cauſe | 
to repent my conduct. Dorothea, like 
a virtuous wife, made a pleaſure of her 
duty; and, ſenſible of my care to an- 
pe her deſires, ſoon attached her- 
Jelf to 


me, as much as if I had been a 
young man. 
— and my god - daughter were in 


was very ſingular, the two ſiſters- in- 
law conceived the moſt paſſionate ſriend- 
1 for one another. As for my part, 
I found ſo many good qualities in my 
brother-in-law, that I felt a real affec- 
tion for him, and he did not repay it 
with ingratitnde. In ſhort, the union 
that reigned among us was ſuch, that in 
the evening, when we parted only till 
next day, that ſeparation was not per- 
| formed without pain; ſo that of the 
two families we reſolved to make one, 
which fhould live ſometimes at the 
caſtle of - Lirias, and ſometimes at that 
of Jutella, which, for this purpoſe, re- 
| ceived great reparations, by the help 
of his excellency's piſtoles. 

I have for three years, gentle reader, 
led a delicious life with people whom L 
love ſo much; and, to crown my fe- 
licity, Heaven has bleſſed me with two 
children, whom I piouſly believe to 
be my own, and whoſe education ſhall 
be the amuſement of my old age. 


On the other hand, Don 
famed with mutual ardour ; and, what 


THE END OF GIL BLAS. 
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UR Tranflator was born near Cameron on the banks of the River Leven 

in Scotland, 1720. We zre told that he received a claflical education, and 

was bred to Phyſick and Surgery. He was however more celebrated for his lite- 
rature than for any ſkill in his profeſſion. He was at the fiege of Carthagena, as 
ſurgeon or ſurgeon's mate, an account of which expedition he gives himſelf. 
There is alſo a ſhort narrative of this expedition in a Work called, A Com- 
« pendium of Authentick Voyages digeſſed in a Chronological Series ;”” on 
which account it was ſuppoſed that he was the Author of this; and indeed it is 


likely, for like all SMoLLETT's own Works, it is written with too much acri- 
mony. 


His connection with the ſea ſeems not to have laſted long, and he probably 
wrote ſeveral things before he became known by his tranſlations. 


In 2746-7, he publiſhed a © Satire,” in two parts, which was afterwards added 
to his Collection of Plays and Poems. . A 


When he was only eighteen years of age, he wrote a Tragedy, called,“ The 
* Regicide,” founded on the Story of James I. of Scotland. This he publiſhed 
by Subſcription in 1749, with a Preface, in which he bitterly inveighs againſt 
falſe patrons and the duplicity of Theatrical Managers. In 1757 his Comedy of 
the Repriſals (an Afterpiece of two Acts) was performed at Drury-lane Theatre, 
which, with his Tragedy, is printed in the above Collection. He had before pre- 
pared for Mr. Rich, an Opera, entitled,“ Alceſte,” which has never been per- 
formed or printed: the muſick to it was compoſed by Mr. HANDEL. who findin 
that no uſe was to be made of it, afterwards adapted it to DRY DER's leſſer Ode 
for St. Cecilia's Day. He did not, however, confine himſelf to play-writing, 


having occaſionally publifhed ſome Novels of the extravagant kind, and exceeding 
the bounds of Nature, | 


Before he took a houſe at Chelſea, he attempted to ſettle as Practitioner of 
Phylick, at Bath, and with that view publiſhed in 1762, a Treatiſe upon the 
Waters there; but, not ſucceeding, he abandoned Phyſick altogether as a pro- 


feſſion, and turned his thoughts to writing as what he mutt depend on for ſup- 
Port 


It was at this period and under this conſideration that he gave the Public thoſe 
entertaining tranſlations of Gil Blas and Don Quixote, the latter of which was 
publiſhed in two Vol. 4to. 1755. He alſo tranſlated Telemachus, which did not 
appear till after his death, His name likewiſe appears to a tranſlation of VoL- 
TAIRE'S Proſe Works, in which, however, he is ſuppoſed to have had but little 


concern. He was likewiſe employed in ſome Hiſtories, particularly thoſe of 
France, Italy, and Germany. | * 
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In 1755, he had ſet on foot the “ Critical Review,” and continued the prin- 
cipal Manager thereof till he went abroad for the firſt time in 1963. This pub- 
lication involved him in ſome gontroverſies, of which the moſt material to him 
was that occaſioned by his Remarks on a Pamphlet of Admiral Know1 ts, in 
defence of his conduct on the expedition to Rochfort. The Admiral commenced 
a proſecution, which terminated in the Doctor's being fined 1001, and condemned 
to three months impriſonment” in the King's Bench. From the commencement 
of the Review he was always conſidered. as the Author of it, and thus became 
frequently cenſured on account of articles in which he had no concern. 


In 1762, when Lord Burg was-ſuppoſed to have the reins of government in 
his hands, writers were ſought to be aiding and aſſiſting to him, and among others 
Dr. SMOLLETT was pitched upon; who, on the agth of May, in that year, pub« 
liſhed the firſt Number of“ The Briton.” This was immediately followed by 
the publication of * The North Briton ;'* which at length diſſolved a friendſhip 
that had long ſubſiſted between the Authors of theſe performances. The 
« Briton” continued to be publiſhed until February a, 1763, when it was laid 
down ; yet Dr. SMOLLETT is ſuppoſed to have written other Pieces in ſupport of 
the ſame cauſe; and the Adventures of an Atom,” in two ſmall Volumes, are 
known to be his productions. 


We have already obſerved that he went abroad, which was in the year 176g : 
His health required this, and he continued two years in France and Italy. During 
theſe travels he appears to have laboured under a conſtant fit of chagrin, being 
in his nature impatient and atrimonious. His relation of them is abſolutely 
cynical, and STERNE, in his Sentimental Journey, has animadverted upon him 
for this, under the character of Smelfungus; nay, he even uſes his own words 
to. illuſtrate his ſplenetic humour, viz, * It ts nothing but a huge cock pit;“ 
ſpeaking of the Pantheon at Rome. After his return to England his health be- 
gan to decline, and this, with other diſagreeable things, ſent him back to Italy, 
where he died October 21, 1771. A monument hath been erected to his memory, 
near Leghorn, with an Epitaph written by his friend Dr. ARMSTRONG, Author 
of the “ Art of preſerving Health, &c.” as alſo a pillar with an inſcription on 
the Banks of the Leven, by James SMOLLETT of Bonhill, his couſin. 


SMOLLETT was one of thoſe ingenious and learned perſons whom PiERIUs 
VALERIANUS would have inſerted in his book De Infelicitate Literatorum.” 
He had certainly very uncommon powers and attainments, yet never had higher 
patrons than Bookſellers. His Biographer attributes this to a Certain loſtineſs and 
elevation of ſentiment and character which he poſſeſſed, which, as he rightly adds, 
are but poor qualifications for currying favour with thoſe who are able to confer 
favours. He met too with many mortifications and diſappointments, “ I am 
old enough,” ſays he, in a letter to his friend GaRRICK,” „to have ſeen and 
« obferved that we are all play-things of fortune, and that it depends upon ſome- 
thing as inſignificant and precarious as the toſſing up of a half-penny, whether 
*« a man riſes to affluence and honours, or continues to his dying-day ſtruggling 
* with the difficulties and diſgraces of life.“ b NE 


Theſe difficulties and diſgraces he hed to ſtruggle with, and he had not the hap- 
pieſt temperament for ſuch ſort of conflicts. He was too ſenſible, as the French 


expreſs it—traduced by malice, abandoned by falſe patrons (Lord Bur and Co.) 


and overwhelmed by the death of a daughter, and an only child, he gave vent to 
uſeleſs repinings : notwithſtanding this unfortunate man, for ſuch he certainly 
was, was yet a man of virtue as well as abilities, poſſeſſed of good as well as great 
qualities; under many lights amiable as well as reſpectable, ang who ſhould ſęem 


to have deſerved a better lot than he met with. 
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HIS ingenious French Author was born at Ruys, in Bretany, in 1667, and 
may perhaps be reckoned among thoſe who have written the Language 
of their country the neareſt to perfection. He was poſſeſſed of uncommon Wit 
and Taſte, and had a happy art in ſetting forth his ideas in the moſt eaſy and na. 
tural manner. 


Le Sac's firſt production was a paraphraſtical tranſlation of © Ariſtzenetus's 
« Letters.” From this he derived no inconſiderable fame. He afterwards pro- 
duced his“ Le Diable Boiteux,” in two Vols. 12mo. which was taken from 
the “ Diabolo Cojuelo, of Guevara.” But the moſt famous of all his Works 
is Gil Blas, the plan of which he borrowed from “ Don Guſman d' Alfarache:“ 
This admired Work eſtabliſhed his fame. The Romance of Gil Blas,” (ſays 
VOLTAIRE), “ continues to be read, becauſe the Author has imitated Nature in 
« it,” Beſides theſe he produced his“ Le Bachelier de Salamanque;“ and alſo 


a New Don Quichotte;“ with ſeveral comedies which were well received at the 
French Theatre. 


Le Sao ſupported himſelf entirely by his writings, and though he never en- 
Joyed affluence, he did not know the miſeries of indigence. He ſtudied the 
Spaniſh Tongue, and in order to become the more perfect in that, and at the 
ſame time acquainted with the Spapiſh * he made a journey into Spain. 
His partiality to Spain, as as the ſcene of his, Works, is remarkable, for he not 
only took the Plans of his Romances from the Spaniſh Authors, as obſerved 
above, but, in all his writings imitated the manners of that nation in a very 
ſkilful manner. We are not, however, to ſuppoſe that he was attached to 
Spain 


ACCOUNT OF ALAIN RENE LE SAGE. 357 
Sr acc A ——— 
Spain on this account, but ſeeing the inhabitants of that country, by rea- 
ſon of their intrigues, jealouſies, whims, &c. are more liable to ſatire than 
others, they were conſequently eſteemed by our Author the beſt charac- 
ters for his ſtories, And, indeed, it has been generally obſeryed, that 
thoſe Dramatic Pieces, which are founded on Spaniſh plots, and conſiſt of 
Spaniſh characters, diſplay the greateſt variety of incidents, viz: The 
Wonpsr, CHANCEs, Sue WovLDd and Sus WoulDd Nor, Pan- 
PLEXITIES, &C. &c. | 
L SAGE was a man of deep penetration, whoſe judgment could only be 
„nen by his wit— he was allowed to be the greateſt ſatyriſt of his age; 

| indeed the following critique which he gives on a player, will ſufficiently 
evince his happy abilities of uniting wit and ſatire 

« He is (he writes) one of thoſe oiled actors, in whom the galleries 
pardon every thing: and indeed, this player does not ſpeak one word, nor 
perform one/ geſture, without attracting applauſe. The audience make 
him too ſenible of the pleaſure they have in ſeeing him on the ſtage, and 
he has ever fbuſed their favour accordingly. I perceived that he ſome- 
times forgit himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, and put their prepoſlefiion 
to too ſevere a proof: for they would often have done him juſtice, had 
they hiſſed inſtead of extolling him — i 

This quotation is an ample proof of our Author's capability of judg- _ 
ing, and alſo the equity of his judgments—he does not laſh in wanton 
ſtrains, and unopening invectives—when he cenſures, he gives a ſufficient 
reaſon, and in general mixes ſo much good-humour with ſeverity, that the 
bitterneſs of the latter ſeems entirely loſt by the ſweetneſs of the former, 
There is indeed in all his works ſo much vivacity and poignancy, that they 
muſt er be eſteemed as the moſt brilliant and admirable of all French 
comp ions! 

Lx SAGE was exceedingly benevolent, but he had not 3 to 
be charitable. Notwithſtanding be was very ſtudious, he could ſpare 
time © converſe with his friends, whom he was always happy to ſee, as 
they were to ſee him, for he was ever eſteemed a good companion. He 
died at an humble reſidence near Paris, in 1747, aged eighty. 
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